This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at  http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/| 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by  VjOOV  IC 


Si 


"oiglPz^d^yObOglC 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE 

TWENTY-FIRST    REPORT  ^ 


or  THS 


COMMISSIONERS 

NATIONAL    EDDCATION 

IN  IRELAND, 

^^^        (FOR  THE  YEAR  1864),-/ 
WITH  APPENDICES. 


VOL.  II.    ^ 


Prtstnied  Wioth  Hcuaea  o/FarUament  by  Command  o/Hir  Mqjedn. 


DUBLIN: 

PBINTBD  BY  ALEX.  THOM  &  SONS,  87,  ABBEY-STBBET, 

FOR  HEE  MAJESTT'S  8TA.TI01IEET  OFFICE. 
1855.        ^ 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


THE  NL  Y  YOF 

PUBLIC  i..5RARY| 

113326 

A8TOR,  LENOX  AND 
TILDE  N  FOUNDATIONS. 

1898. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONTENTS 

OVTHX 

TWENTT.PIRST    EBPOET 

OFTHS 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  NATIONAL  EDUCATION 

IN  IRELAND. 

(1854.) 


VOL.  11. 

APPENDIX  P. 


I.  Repobtb  of  District  Inspectors  on  Industrial  Schools  : 

No.   1.  Beport  of  J.  Carlisle,  Esq.,  on  Balljmena  Indus.  N.  School,  S 
2.       „        J.  Patterson,  Esq.,  „  Frederick-st.  „  4 

8.  M  Thos.  M'llroy,  Esq.,  Carrickmacross  (Central),  6 
4.  „  Saml.  Adair,  Esq.,  on  Mill-street  Indus.  N.  School,  7 
6.       „         J.  G.  Fleming,  Esq.,  Einsale  „  8 

6.  „  Do.  on  Mallow,  ,,  IS 

7.  „  Do.  „  Doneraile  „  14 

8.  „        T.  M'Namara,  Esq.  Killarney  „  17 

9.  „         B.  M'Sheehy,  Esq.,  bingl^  „  17 

10.  „  Do.  „  Traled  ,,  18 

11.  „  Do.  „  Milltown  »  19 

12.  „         T.  M'Namara,  Esq.,  Eenmare  ,,  90 

13.  „         E.A.Conwell,Esq.,Cashel  ,,  91 

14.  „  Do.  Thnrles  ,,  92 

15.  „         T.O'LoUghIin,Esq.,Midleton  „  94 

16.  „  Do.  Tallow  „  98 

17.  „  Do.  Youghal  „  97 

18.  „  Do.  Fermoy  „  99 

19.  ,*>         Jtfrs.  Campbell  on  the  Central  Fenuile  Model  and 
Training  Schools,  .  .  .99 

90.  „         W.  MacDennott,  Esq.,  on  St.  Peter*s,  WhitefHar- 
street,  Indus.  N.  School,  .  .  .81 

91.  k,         W.  MacDennott,  Esq.,  ota  Baggot-street  Indus. 
N.  School, 89 

22.  u        W.  MacDermott,  Esq.  on  Kingstown  Indus.  N. 
School .88 

23.  „        JAs.  M*txx;hlin,  Esq.  dn  Templeomm  In!dus.  N. 
School,    ......    84 

24.  „         F.F.CCarroll,  Esq.  on  Dundalk  Indus.  N.  School,  86 

25.  „        Bbt.  Potterton)  Esq.,  on  Clomellon  »,  87 


Digitized  by 


Google 


jY  CONTENTS. 

Pag« 

Appendix  "F  ^-cotuinued. 

No.  26.  Report  of  J.  E.  Sheridan,  Esq.,  onBahoon  Indus.  N.  School,  38 
„    27.       „  Do.  „  Newtownsmyth   „  39 

J    28,        „  IH).  „  Chiddagh  Piscatory  N.  S,   39 

"29.       M         J.  M'Sweeny,  Esq.    „  St.  Vincent's  Indus.  N.  S.    40 
„    30.       „         A.  O'Callaghan,  Esq.,  on  Sligo  Female,  No.  2, 

Indus.  N.  School,  .  .  .  -      -*! 

„   31.       „         Alex.  J.  Simpson,  Esq.,  on  Htghst.  (Newry) 

Indus.  N.  School,  .  .  .  .42 

APPENDIX  G. 
I.  HsAD  AiTD  District  Ikspectors'  Reports  on  District  Model 
Schools: 
No.  1.  Joint  Report  on  the  Bailieborough  District  Model  School, 
for  the  year  1854,  by  James  Patten,  Esq.,  h.d.,  x.r  i.a.. 
Head  Inspector,   and  Thomas  M*Ilroy,  Esq.,   District 
Inspector,    .  .  .  .  .  .  .47 

Ko.  2.  Joint  Report  on  the  Newry  District  Model  School  and  the 

Public  Examination  of  the  Pupils  held  therein,  by  James 

Patten,  Esq.,  h.d.,  m.r.i.a.,  Head  Inspector,  and  A.  J. 

Shnpson,  Esq.,  District  Inspector,  .  .  .65 

No.  3.  Annual  Report  on  the  Dunmanway  District  Model  School, 

by  W,  H.  Newell,  Esq.,  ll.d..  Head  Inspector,  .  .      76 

Joint  Report  of  W.  H.  Newell,  Esq.,  ll.d..  Head  Inspector, 
andM.  Lawler,  Esq.,  District  Inspector,  on  the  Public 
Examinatbn  of  the  Pupils  attending  the  Dunmanway 
District  Model  School,  .  .  .  .78 

Ko.  4.  Joint  Report  for  the  year  1854,  upon  the  Athy  District 
Model  School  and  the  Public  Examination  held  therein, 
by  Timothy  Sheahan,  Esq.,  ▲.!!.,  t.c.d..  Head  Inspector, 
and  John  MoUoy,  Esq.,  District  Inspector,  .  .83 

No.  5.  Report  upon  the  Clonmel  District  Model  National  School, 
for  the  year  1854,  by  Timothy  Sheahan,  Esq.,  a.m.,  t.c.d., 
Head  Inspector  of  National  Schools,         .  .  .91 

Joint  Report  for  the  year  1854,  upon  the  Annual  Public 
Examination  of  the  Pupils  of  the  Clonmel  District  Model 
National  School,  by  Timothy  Sheahan,  Esq.,  a.m..  Head 
Inspector,,  and  Eugene  A.  Con  well,  Esq.,  District  In- 
spector, .....      96 

II.  Head  Inspectors'  Reports  upon  Schools  Inspected,  and 
Teachers  Exaianed,  during  the  Year  1854 : 
No.  1.  Greneral  Report  of  W.  H.  Newell,  Esq.,  ll.d.,  Head  In. 
spector,  upon  Schools  inspected,  and  Teachers  examined, 
during  the  year  1854,  .  .  .  .115 

General  Remarks  on  106  National  Schools  inspected  by  Dr. 
Newell,  during  the  year  1854, .       .  .  .  .126 

No.  2.  General  Report  upon  Schools  inspected,  and  Teachers  ex- 
amined, in  the  year  1854,  by  James  Patten,  Esq.,  h.d., 
M.R.I.A.,   Head  Inspector  of  National  Schools,    .  .143 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COKTBNT8. 


APPENDIX  H. 

I.  Tabulated  Detaixb  RSGARDiyo  National  Schools,  Ivspxctbd 
iH  1854  BT  James  Patten,  Esq.,  m.d..  Head  Inspbctob, 


159 


APPENDIX  I. 

I.  Report  on  Aorxctltural  Schools,  bt  Dr.  Kirkpatrxck, 
IX.  Appendix  to  the  foregoing  : 

No.  1.  Statistux  of  Agricultural  SchooU, 

No.  1.  Tabulated  Statistics  of  AgTicuhuTal  Schools,    . 


161 


178 


No.  2.  BepowU  on  Model  Agriculture  Schools. 

No.  1 .  Report  on  the  Albert  Agricaltural  Tndning  Institntion,     183 
„  Glasneyin  Industrial  School,       .  .199 

„  Bailieborough  Model  Agricultural  School,    909 


,.  2. 

„  3. 

„  4. 

.,  5. 

»  6. 

„  7. 

..  8. 

»  9. 

„  10. 

n  11. 

..  12. 

„  13. 

„  14. 

„  16. 

„  16. 

»  17. 

,»  18. 

»  19. 

„  20. 

..  21. 

»  22. 

,.  23. 

„  24. 

,.  25. 

„  26. 

„  27- 

»  28. 

„  29. 


Dunmanway,  „ 

Athy,  „ 

Munster,  „ 

Glandore  Central,  „ 

Farrahy,'  ,, 

Tervoe,  „ 

Gormanstowti ,  , , 

Leitrim,  ,, 

Ballymoney,  „ 
Mount  Trenchard  Central,  ,, 

Woodstock,  „ 
Lame, 

Markethill,  „ 

Carrick,  ,, 

Loughash,  „ 

Sally  bank,  „ 

Belyoir,  „ 

Rahan«  „ 

Dromisken,  „ 

Loughrea,  •  ,, 

Ballmakill  Central,  „ 

Castlehacket,  „ 

Gloungarragh,  „ 

Kyle  Park,  „ 

Cahersherkin,  ,, 

Limerick,  ,, 


214 
228 
231 
239 
243 
248 
251 
254 
257 
259 
263 
267 
272 
278 
282 
288 
292 
295 
299 
303 
306 
311 
315 
318 
322 
326 


No.  3.  Reports  on  Ordinary  Agricultural  Schools, 
No.  1 .  Report  on  the  Ballycajry  Ordinary  Agricultural  School,    332 


2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 


Taniokey, 

Lough  Ramor, 

Balleighan, 

Carradoan, 

Crislagh, 

Ballyougry, 


338 
341 
344 
348 
361 
354 


Digitized  by 


Google 


yi 

CONTENTS. 

Pa«< 

No.   8. 

tieporton 

the  Bohill  Oirdinafy'Agriculitural  School, 

.     368 

„    d. 

fi 

Eednaxninsha, 

» 

.     861 

»  10. 

»> 

Dnunnafem, 

»» 

.     364 

„  11. 

>» 

Kildinan, 

»> 

.     366 

„  12. 

»f 

Clonkeen, 

»» 

.     372 

.,  13. 

fi 

Feakle, 

»f 

.     376 

»  14. 

»» 

Parteen, 

>» 

.     879 

»  16. 

>> 

Killacolla, 

»> 

.     S82 

„  16. 

»» 

GarryhiU, 

»» 

.     385 

„  17. 

»> 

Twomilehouse, 

»» 

.     388 

„  18. 

»» 

Ooning, 

»» 

.     391 

„  19. 

>i 

Piltown, 

>f 

•    394 

i.  20. 

>i 

Batoath, 

f  • 

.    398 

»  21. 

»» 

Kilflkyre, 

f» 

.     400 

„  22. 

»» 

Clonmellon, 

II 

.     404 

„  23. 

f> 

Ballinvally, 

>f 

.    407 

„  24. 

•1 

Delgany, 

»9 

.    411 

»  25. 

>« 

Cappaduff, 

>f 

•     415 

»  26. 

»» 

Comafulla, 

>» 

.     419 

M  27. 

»» 

Glanduff, 

» 

.    424 

99   28. 

t» 

Killenagh, 

» 

.     428 

.,  29. 

>i 

f* 

.     432 

»  30. 

»i 

Upper  Arigna, 

>» 

.     435 

„  81. 

t» 

Bridgetown, 

>> 

•     436 

„  32. 

»» 

Ballyglon, 

»» 

.     442 

„  33. 

»> 

Cloghan, 

>f 

.     445 

„  34. 

i» 

CoDvoy, 

>» 

•     443 

*,  35. 

fi 

Clonkcenkeryl, 

» 

.    449 

»»  86. 

>> 

Laherdane, 

»l 

.     453 

,.  37. 

»» 

Lismore, 

>» 

.    454 

»  38. 

»f 

Mullingar, 

»» 

•     455 

M  39. 

f> 

Longhglynn  School-gardens, 

.     468 

No.  4.  Reports  on  Workhouse  AgricuJUural  Schools. 
No.  1 .  Beport  on  the  Belfast  Workhouse  Agricultural  School,    459 

»  .    461 


M     2. 

Ballycastle^ 

>,     3. 

Lame, 

„     4. 

Clones, 

>9      6. 

Castleblayney, 

9»      6. 

Kilmallock, 

,.     7. 

Newcastle, 

„     8. 

Monaghan, 

99        9. 

Clonmcl, 

»  10. 

Carrick-on-Suir, 

,»  11. 

Tipperaiy, 

„  12. 

Cashel, 

.,  18. 

Nenagh, 

..  14. 

Bnniscorthy, 

M  16. 

Antrim. 

464 
468 
471 
473 
478 
481 
484 
487 
490 
493 
496 
499 
504 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONTENTS. 

TU 

No.  16.  Report  on 

the  Athj  Workhouse  Agricultnna  School, 

Pag* 
607 

,.  17. 

f» 

BaDtry, 

II   ^ 

.     513 

„  18. 

» 

Balrothery, 

.    516 

„  19. 

»> 

Bandon, 

.     517 

„ao. 

»9 

Carrick-on-Shannon, 

.     520 

M  il. 

»» 

Carrickmacross, 

.     521 

„  22. 

»» 

BelmnUett, 

.     522 

„  2S. 

»t 

Castietown, 

.     525 

n  24. 

f» 

Coleraine, 

.     529 

„  25. 

II 

Corrofln, 

.     581 

n26. 

II 

Dmigaryan, 

.     584 

,•  27. 

II 

Danmanway, 

.     538 

»»  28. 

II 

finnis. 

.     541 

m29. 

II 

Granard, 

.     544 

„  SO. 

IS 

Kells, 

.     547 

„  31. 

II 

Kilmacthomas, 

.     550 

.»  52. 

II 

Moontbellew, 

.     558 

•>  83. 

II 

Naas, 

.     556 

,.  84. 

II 

Naran, 

.     558 

»  86. 

II 

Newtownards, 

.    562 

91  86. 

II 

OldcasUe, 

.     562 

„87. 

•  I 

Skibbereen, 

.     566 

»  38. 

II 

Strabane, 

.     669 

,.  39. 

II 

Strokestown, 

.     572 

„  40. 

II 

Swineford, 

.     575 

.,  41. 

•  1 

ThomastowD, 

.     578 

.,  42. 

II 

Tralce, 

.     581 

»  43. 

If 

Trim, 

.     684 

M  44. 

II 

Tulla, 

.     687 

»  45. 

»» 

Tnllamore, 

.     590 

„  46. 

tl 

Urlinsford, 

.     594 

,.  47. 

II 

Westport, 

.     598 

„  48. 

1* 

Ballymoney, 

.    600 

m.  Analtussoi 

Soils 

OF  bomb  of  thb  Modbl  Fabm 8, 

.     60S 

rv.  CincvuLR :  FoRiM  of  Ammual  Returvs  of  Statistics  of  Cmop« 

FING  OF  AORICULTUBAL  SCHOOLS, 

.         • . 

.     604 

y.  FbOSPBCTUS  OF  THS  MODXL  AOBICITLTUKAL  SCHOOLS,        . 

.     608 

YI.  DnxcnoNs 

FOB  Obtadono  An>  to  Obdinabt  Aobzcultubal 

Schools, 

•           .           .           . 

, 

.     610 

Vii.  Pbospbctus  of  the  Alubt  National  Aobzcultubax.  Tiain- 

... 

• 

.     611 

APPENDIX  K. 
I.  Bbport  oh  SzAimrATioir  nr  "  Kmowubdob  of  Commoh  THDros,** 

HBLD  IH  BbLFAST,   IM  THB  TbAB  1854,   FOB  THB  AWABD  OF 

DocTOB  Sullivan's  Pbbmiums,  bt  Wiluah  M 'Cbbbdt,  Esq., 
HbadInspbctob;  with  Apfbndiz,  •  .617 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPENDIX   F. 


Page 

I.  Reports  op  District  Inspictors  on  Industrial  K.  Soh(K)L8,  . 

3 

No. 

1.  Balljmena 

Industrial  N.  School,       . 

3 

2.  Frcderick-Btreet,  Belfast, 

t»                       •           • 

4 

3.  Carrickmacrow 

!♦                                                         •                           • 

6 

4.  MiUstreet 

99                                                    *                         * 

7 

6.  Kinsale 

$9                                                    •                         « 

H 

6.  Mallow 

»»                                                     •                         • 

12 

7.  Doneraile 

»>                                                      •                         • 

14 

8.  KiUamey 

ft                                                     * 

17 

9.  Dingle 

»f                                                         •                           • 

17. 

10.  Tralee 

»»                                                     • 

18 

Jl.  Miiltown 

»»                                                         • 

19 

12.  Kenmare 

20 

13.  Cashel 

»l                                                         • 

21 

14.  Thmrlea 

>l                                                         • 

22 

15.  Midleton 

•»                             »»                                                         • 

24 

16.  TaUow 

tf                                                       * 

26 

17.  Youghal 

»»                                                         • 

27 

18.  Fermoy 

19.  Central  Female  Model  an 

ft                                                         • 

29 

d  Truning  Schools,  Dublin, 

29 

20.  St.  Peter's  (Whitefiriar^.)  Industrial  N.  School,     . 

31 

21.  Baggot-strect 

f»                      • 

f         32 

22.  Kingstown 

♦1                       • 

33 

23.  Templeonun 

24.  Dundalk 

9f                                                ' 

34 

»»                                                  • 

36 

26.  Clonmellon 

•  >                                                   * 

37 

26.  Bahoon 

99                                                 ' 

38 

27.  Nevtownsmyth 

19                                                 • 

39 

28.  Claddagh 

Piscatory  N.  School.     . 

39 

29.  St.  Yincent*s 

Industrial  N.  School,    . 

40 

30.  Sligo 

f»                       • 

41 

81.  High-street  (Newry) 

99                                           • 

42 

TOL  n. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


r  »  1 


APPENDIX  F.  Awgmmtx  F. 

Bcmrti 

Bbports  of  District  Inspbctors  on  Inbustrul  Schools.     wS^oa 

No.  1. — Special  Report  of  Jobs  Carublb,  Esq.,  District  Inspector,  on  Schooii. 
the  Balltmsna  Industrial  National  School. 

BaUjmenay  January  3, 1855. 

GcfTLBMBVy — ^In  compliance  with  your  instractions,  I  heg  leave  to 
snbmit  the  following  report  npon  the  Ballymena  Female  Indostrial 
National  School  for  the  year  ended  the  3 let  December,  1854. 

No  change  whatever  has  taken  place  in  the  general  management  of 
the  establishment  The  same  school-room,  the  same  teachers,  and  the 
same  school-hours  for  literary  and  industrial  education  continue ;  and 
in  no  essential  point  i»  there  any  difference  in  school  arrangements 
since  former  report 

The  numbers  on  the  rolk^  and  in  attendance  at  this  date,  are  classed 
as  follows : — 


BIrstBook,      . 

26onSoUs, 

, 

. 

17  present 

Second  do.. 

18      „ 

, 

, 

9      u 

Third    do..     . 

6      ff 

• 

• 

*     » 

Ponrth  do.,      . 

»   "   _ . 

. 

• 

2      „ 

Of  those  present  ^  ^re  learning  Simple  Soles  of  Arithmetic. 
2        „  Compound  Roles. 

6        „  EngUsh  Oramniar. 

10        „  Geqpraphj. 

6        „  Writmg  on  Paper  and  ftom  Dictation, 

32         „  Plain  Sewing. 

The  highest  number  on  the  rolls  for  the  past  year,  was  sixty-seven, 
and  the  average  attendance  thirty-two.  Of  the  forty-seven  at  present 
OB  the  roila  twenty-one  have  been  in  attendance  throughout  the  year, 
nineteen  of  whom  have  made  a  very  satisfactory  proficiency  in  the 
literary  as  well  as  the  industrial  depurtment  Those  who  have  1^  the 
school  are  generally  employed  either  at  pkun  sewings  or  sewed  muslin 
work,  at  their  homes. 

The  pupils  in  attendance  are  much  smaller,  as  a  dass,  than  those 
of  previous  years,  the  average  age  being  only  six  one-third  years — an 
a^  below  that  at  which  one  could  expect  much  aptness  or  expertness 
in  acquiring  industrial  training.  The  larger  girls  have  left,  either  to 
sfiaist  at  home  or  take  work  for  which  thejpenonaUy  receive  remunera- 
tion ;  and  others  finding  employment,  or  indifferent  to  self-improve* 
ment,  are  not  forthcoming  to  fill  the  vacant  places.  The  consequence 
has  been,  that  little  more  than  one-haJf  or  one-third  the  usual  amount 
has  been  derived  from  the  disposal  of  the  children's  work  during  the 
year. 

The  same  anxiety  and  attention  are  manifested  by  the  patrons  of 
the  school  to  render  it  efficient  and  useful ;  and  the  order,  neatness,  and 
eondoet  of  the  children^  are  subjects  for  congratulation. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  has  been  £73  98.  lOd.,  of  which  £25 
have  been  contributed  by  the  Commissioners  of  National  Educaticm  as 
ttlaiy  for  the  teachers.  There  is  still  a  balance  in  &vour  of  the  School 
to  the  amount  of  £27  18s.  Id.  • 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Qentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Cablisle,  District  Inspector. 
To  the  Secretaries, 
Bdnctttien  Oflke,  Publin. 

TOb.IL  »2 
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No.  2. — Sfeoial  Report  of  James  Patterson,  Esq.,  District  Inspector, 

on  the  Frederick-street  Industrial  National  School,  Bel&st. 

Belfast,  January  6,  1855. 

Nature  of  the  School, — The  Frederick-street  Industrial  National 
School,  which  has  been  in  operation  for  nearly  eight  years,  is  a  Charity 
School,  established  for  the  purpose  of  rescuing  destitute  female 
children  from  ignorance  and  misery,  by  giving  them  moral,  literary, 
and  industrial  education,  feeding,  and,  to  a  considerable  extent,  clothing 
them.  It  is  managed  by  a  committee  of  ladies  of  different  religious 
persuasions,  whose  self-denying  and  efficient  exertions  on  its  behalf 
are  worthy  of  the  highest  praise.  A  description,  by  my  predecessor 
in  this  district,  of  the  general  plan  and  arrangements  of  this  admir- 
able establishment  having  appeared  more  than  once  in  appendices 
to  former  reports  of  the  Commissioners,  I  need  not  here  repeat  it. 

Number  of  Pupils,  and  their  destination  on  leaving. — The  number 
of  children  (all  girls)  on  the  rolls  on  the  3l8t  December,  1853,  was  82  : 
daring  the  year  1854,  77  having  been  admitted,  and  55  having  left, 
.the  number  on  the  rolls  on  Slst  December,  1854,  was  104.  The  aver- 
age daily  attendance  during  1854  was  80,  a  number  which,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  total  number  on  the  rolls,  is  extraordinarily  large,  owing 
to  the  observance  of  rules  well  adapted  .to  securing  regularity  of 
attendance.  Of  the  children  who  left  the  School  during  the  year,  7 
went  to  household  service ;  8  to  work  in  mills ;  4  to  warerooms ;  3  to 
assist  at  home ;  9  left  on  account  of  ill  health ;  5  removed  from 
Bel&st ;  2  went  to  the  workhouse  ;  2  to  beg ;  1  was  dismissed.  The 
cause  of  the  removal  of  the  other  14  is  not  known. 

Tlieir  subsequent  conduct. — The  Committee  have  had  the  gratifica- 
tion' of  learning,  that  the  conduct  of  the  girls  in  situations,  to  which 
they  have  been  from  time  to  time  recommended  from  the  School,  has 
been  generally  excellent. 

Length  of  time  spent  at  School. — Of  the  104  who  remain  on  the  rolls,  all 
of  whom  have  been  within  the  last  few  weeks  in  attendance,  1  entered 
in  the  year  1847,  2  in  1848,  5  in  1850,  2  in  1851,  8  in  1852,  24  in 
1853,  and  62  in  1854.  As  77  had  been  admitted  in  1854,  it  follows 
that  15  who  entered  in  that  year  left  before  the  close  of  it. 

Age  of  Pupils, — The  average  age  of  those  on  the  rolls  is  ten  and 
a-quarter  years.  Their  average  age  at  entrance  was  nine  three-seventh 
years ;  consequently  the  average  length  of  time  they  have  spent  at  this 
School  has  been  less  than  a  year. 

•  Condition  of  their  Parents, — Of  the  104  children,  10  have  lost  both 
parents  j  2  have  lost  their  mothers,  and  been  deserted  by  their  fathers ; 
69  are  the  children  of  widows,  the  mothers  of  9  of  them  being  semp- 
stresses, of  9  working  in  mills,  of  15  living  by  flowering,  of  5  by 
spinning,  winding,  or  weaving,  of  1  by  keeping  lodgers,  of  4  by  selling 
vegetables  and  small  wares,  of  3  being  domestic  servants,  of  1  a  washer- 
woman, of  17  charwomen,  of  3  nurses,  and  of  2  being  supported  by 
sons  or  sisters:  of  the  remaining  23  children,  the  fiithers  of  12  are 
labourers,  of  1  a  soldier,  of  1  a  sailor,  of  2  shoemakers,  of  1  a  rag-man, 
of  3  porters,  of  1  a  mat-maker,  of  1  a  hawker^  and  of  1  an  invalid  lately 
in  hospital. 

Religious  Denominations, — On  the  30th  of  June,  1854,  to  which  date 
the  last  religious  statistics  I  have  refer,  90  children  being  on  the  rolls, 
31  belonged  to  the  Established  Church,  26  were  Presbyterians,  and  33 
Roman  Catholics.  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  proportions 
are  now  much  different 

Moral,  Beligious,  Literary,  and  Industrial  Education, — The  children 
receive  moral  and  religious^  literary  and  industrial  education.    Their 
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moral  training  is  constantly  ffoing  on  under  the  kind  and  watohfol  AmnnixF, 
attention  of  tbe  Committee  and  Teachers.  Kmoiiu^ 

Literary  Insiruction. — ^Their  literary  instruction  comprises  readings  of  DUtriet 
writing,  and  the  rudiments  of  grammar,  geography,  and  arithmetic.  l^V^^  ^^ 
Of  the  79  children  present  on  the  day  of  my  last  inspection,  54  were  s£^^ 

able  to  read  the  Board^s  second  or  higher  books,  10  had  begun  to  learn        

grammar^  26  geography,  20  writing  on  paper,  30  the  primary  rules  of  J^'rtdmiek^, 
arithmetic,  and  6  the  compound  rules  and  reduction.    Allowing  for  the 
unavoidable  impediments,  the  literary  department  has  been  conducted 
efficiently. 

Indvuirial  Education. — 1,  Needlework. — Tn  the  industrial  department 
the  children  learn  to  knit,  to  crochet,  to  make  shirts,  baby-linen,  and 
Valenciennes  lace,  and  to  make  and  mend  their  own  clothes.  During 
the  year  there  hare  been  usually  12  learning  to  knit,  crochet,  and 
mark,  from  20  to  40  learning  to  make  shirts  and  baby-linen,  from  8  to 
15  learning  to  make  lace,  and  the  remainder  learning  to  make  and 
mend  their  own  garments.  Their  progress  in  needlework  has  been 
generally  yeiy  fair — in  baby-linen  and  shirt-nuiking  it  has  been 
extremely  good. 

2.  ffoutekold  Work, — The  elder  girls  are  also  taught  household  work, 
in  turns,  four  being  employed  at  it  during  the  whole  day,  and  ten 
before  school-hours.  Tlus  work  is  cleaning  rooms,  washing  clothes, 
ironing,  and  cooking. 

Time  Tahle. — HaU  an  hour  of  each  Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
Thursday,  and  Friday,  is  devoted  to  religions  instruction,  which  com- 
mences the  School  business.  Three  hours  are  given  to  literary  instruo* 
tion  alone,  three  to  literary  instruction  and  needlework  together ;  and 
in  summer  another  hour  is  devoted  to  needlework  alone.  On  Saturday 
an  hour  and  a-half  is  devoted  to  religions  instruction,  and  three  hours 
to  literary  and  industrial  instruction.  On  that  day  the  children  do  not 
remain  after  dinner. 

Financial  A  fairs. — As  the  large  number  of  children  attending  this 
School  receive,  besides  their  education,  much  or  most  of  their  clothing, 
and  three  meals  a  day,  their  work  can  do  very  little  towards  paying  its 
expenses.  For  its  support  during  the  year  ended  on  the  21st  March, 
1854,  there  were  received,  in  voluntary  subscriptions,  £304  17«.  ll(f., 
and  from  the  Board  of  Education,  £32  10s.,  towards  salaries  of 
teachers ;  and  books  to  the  value  of  £4  5«.  6i.,  all  of  which,  besides 
£100  of  the  bahuice  on  hand  from  the  preceding  year,  was  expended 
on  the  school. 

Staff  of  TVocA^s.— There  are  four  permanent  Teachers  in  the  School- 
room, besides  one  who  has  lately  been  employed,  temporarily,  in  the 
needlework  department.  Three  of  these,  as  Schoolmistress,  Assistant 
(who  is  Matron  of  the  house),  and  Monitress,  receive  from  the  Board  of 
kdncation,  respectively,  £17,  £10,  and  £5,  in  addition  to  the  salaries 
of  £25,  £31  lOs.,  and  £6,  which  are  paid  them  by  the  Committee. 
The  fourth  is  paid  by  the  Committee,  without  aid  from  the  Board. 
There  are  also  a  cook  and  a  laundress,  from  whom  the  girls  learn  to 
cook  and  wash,  and  who  are  paid  by  the  Committee.  These  two,  as 
well  aa  the  Schoolmistress  and  the  Matron,  have  apartments  and  rations 
in  their  house. 

Jambs  Pattbbsos,  District  Inspector. 

The  Secretaries,  Education  Office. 
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Appendix  to  Twenty-first  Report  of  CommissionerB  [1854. 
No.  3. — Special  Repoet,  by  Thos.  MTluot,  Esq.,  District  Inspector,  on 

the  0AKEI0KMA0BO8B  CENTRAL  FeMALS  INDUSTRIAL  NATIONAL  ScHOOL. 

January  6,  1855. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Special  Report  on  the  Car- 
rickroacross  Indastrial  School  for  the  year  1854. 

MancLgement — As  stated  in  former  Reports,  this  School  was  estab- 
lished in  1849  by  Tristram  Kennedy,  Esq.,  m.p.,  then  agent  for  the 
Marquess  of  Bath,  for  the  purpose  of  givinjs:  remunerative  employment 
to  the  poor  females  of  tbe  neighbourhood.  Though  Mr.  Kennedy  shortly 
after  ceased  to  be  manager,  he  continued  till  the  close  of  the  year  1853 
to  take  an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  School;  and  by  his  assist- 
ance in  providing  materials,  and  in  disposing  of  the  work  when  executed, 
contributed  very  much  to  its  success.  The  School  is  now  under  the 
management  of  Wm.  S.  Trench,  Esq.,  the  present  agent  of  the  Marquess 
of  Bath. 

Teachers. — The  late  Teacher,  Miss  Smith,  resigned  at  the  close  of  the 
year  1853.  The  School  is,  at  present,  conducted  by  Miss  Hamilton, 
late  Workmistress  in  Broomfield  National  School.  She  was  appointed 
by  the  Manager  in  March  last.  During  the  first  two  months  of  the 
year  the  School  was  under  the  care  of  the  Paid  Monitress,  who  has 
since  been  appointed  to  a  school  in  the  south.  Miss  Hamilton  is  an 
active,  energetic  person,  and  is  well  qualified  for  the  situation.  She 
receives  £10  per  annum  from  the  Manager;  her  salary  from  the  Board 
has  not  yet  been  fixed. 

Species  of  Work  executed. — Lace- work  (guipure  and  applique)  is  the 
principal  work  executed  in  the  School ;  sewed  muslin- work  has  been 
introduced  to  a  limited  extent.  Neither  of  these  appear  to  be  remu- 
nerative; the  best  workers,  working  twelve  hours  each  day,  cannot 
earn  more  than  four  shillings  per  week ;  and  the  majority,  even  of  good 
workers,  not  more  than  two  shillings  and  sixpence  per  week ;  besides, 
they  are  not  employed  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  year.  Great  dif- 
ficulty has  lately  been  found  in  disposing  of  the  work  when  executed ; 
frequently  several  months  elapse  before  it  is  sold,  and  until  then  the 
workers  are  not  paid.  Those  who  cannot  afford  to  wait  for  payment  get 
orders  on  some  of  the  shops  in  the  neighbourhood,  where,  of  course, 
they  are  charged  an  exorbitant  price  for  every  thing  they  require. 

The  value  of  the  lace-work  executed  during  the  year  was  £226  1?*^ 
and  of  sewed  muslin-work,  £27  12«.,  amounting  in  all  to  £254  5$.;  of 
this,  only  £180  worth  has  been  sold. 

Attendance. — The  avei-sge  attendance  during  the  past  year  was  only 
eighteen,  and  the  highest  number  on  the  rolls  116;  this  number 
includes  the  out-door  workers ;  these,  however,  should  not  be  returned 
as  pupils,  as  they  do  not  attend  the  School  for  instruction. 

Liieiary  Instrwction, — The  Literary  Department  exists  only  in  name. 
A  few  girls  are  taught  to  read  and  write  ;  but  the  majority  receive  no 
literary  instruction  whatever ;  in  fact,  the  establishment  is  a  £actory, 
not  a  school.  To  render  the  institution  really  valuable,  a  greater  por- 
tion of  time  should  be  set  apart  for  literary  instruction,  and  plain-work 
and  such  other  industrial  employments  only  introduced  as  would  fit  the 
pupils  for  their  after-position  in  life. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 
IPhomas  M'Ilrot, 
District  Inspector  of  National  Schools. 

The  Secretaries,  Education  Office. 
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Ko.  4-*-SmiiAL  Bsposf  of  Samitbii  Abaxb,  Esq.,  DiBtrioi Inipaetari  on  AmMNzF. 

Jiacroom,  Jannay  27, 1855.     ^JSSf  ob 

dBBTUDODi, — I  beg  to  snbmity  for  the  infonnatioii  of  the  Gomiiiia-  laSaa^il 
wmetBy  tbe  following  Beport  on  the  Indiutrial  Department  of  the  Scfaooli. 
Miflrtieet  Female  National  SchooL  MUUirmt. 

Aa  stated  in  former  Beports,  the  Sehool  is  attached  to  the  MiBstreei 
PreKBtation  Convent,  and  is  conducted  by  the  ladies  of  that  establish- 
ment. 

I  visited  on  the  1 7th  instant.  I  found  the  house  and  furniture  in 
good  repair,  and  dean.  The  arnuigem«its  for  ventilation,  heat^  and 
Ught,  are  veiy  good. 

During  the  six  months,  ended  3l8t  December,  1854,  the  daily  average 
attendance  in  the  entire  School  was  190.  The  highest  number  on  the 
rolls  for  the  same  period  is  500. 

The  hoars  for  industrial  teaching  are  the  same  as  when  I  last  reported, 
vix.,  from  eleven  to  one  o'clock  duly. 

All  bnt  the  very  young  children  learn,  at  least,  plain  sewing. 

There 


Present  at  time  of  my  Tisit,  learning  needlework,                .153 
ATerage  for  1864, 160 

The  153  present  were  thus  employed : — 

FUun  sewing, .95 

Embroidery  (mualin), 50 

Berlin-work, 8 

Total, 153 

The  materials  for  plain  sewing  are  chiefly  supplied  by  the  inha- 
Htants  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood ;  the  muslin  to  be  embroidered, 
and  the  sewing  materials  for  the  same,  are  supplied  by  the  Messrs.  ^ 

MacDonnell  and  Co.,  Belfast  and  Olasgow.     The  j3erlin-work  is  done 
by  the  pupils  for  their  own  use  chiefly. 

No  accounts  have  been  kept  of  the  receipts  of  the  pupils  for  plain 
work.  The  amount  received  since  1st  April,  last,  for  muslin  embroidery 
and  glove-making,  was  £30  10«.,  via.  :-— 

£   s.  d. 

For  Embroidery  (muslin), 19  12    0 

„   Glove-making, 10  18   0 

Total,       .  .    80  10    0 

At  muslin  embroidery  the  pupils  earn  from  one  shilling  to  two 
shillings  per  week. 

Glove-miJdng  and  netting  have  lately  been  discontinued  from  want 
of  sufficient  demand  for  sUch  products. 

When  I  last  reported  specially  on  this  School,  the  Industrial  Depart- 
ment was  carried  on  in  a  separate  room  from  that  in  which  the  pupils 
leceive  their  literary  instruction ;  since  then  it  has  been  found  neces- 
sary, on  account  of  the  limited  number  of  nuns  in  the  convent,  and 
owing  to  the  indisposition  of  some  of  them,  to  have  both  departments 
eondncted  in  the  same  room.  The  room  (on  the  ground-floor)  formerly 
occupied  by  the  Industrial  Class  is  now  used  only  as  a  class-room  occa- 
donally. 

The  arrangements  mentioned  in  my  Beport  for  1853,  by  which  those 
who  may  choose  to  remain  to  work  after-hours  are  allowed  to  do  so, 
have  not  been  altered. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  Adaxb^  District  Inspector. 

The  Secretaries,  Education  Office,  Dublin. 
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Appendix  F.  No.  5. — Special  Report,  by  J.  G.  Fleming,  Esq.,  District  Inspector, 
upon  the  Kinsale  Female  Industrial  National  School. 

Cork,  March  1,  1855. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, this,  my  First  Special  Report  upon  the  Kinsale  Girls*  Industrisil 
National  School  for  the  year  ended  SIst  December,  1854. 

This  admirable  institution  was  established  by  the  Sisters  of  Mercy, 
in  August,  1847 — ^a  sad  epoch  in  our  history — for  it  was  then  the  con- 
sequences of  the  first  general  blight  of  the  potato  crop  were  most  severely 
felt,  and  the  benevolent  of  every  persuasion  set  themselves  to  work  to 
see  how  the  sufferings  of  the  poorer  classes  might  be  mitigated.  It  will 
not,  I  conceive,  be  deemed  irrelevant  to  the  subject  of  this  Report  to 
mention  that  during  the  famine  years,  as  they  are  so  justly  styled,  the 
loss  of  the  potato  crop  was  followed  by  more  suffering  in  the  maritime 
or  coast  districts  than  in  the  inland  and  better-cultivated  counties. 
Hence  the  misery  and  wretchedness  of  the  humble  class  in  small, 
isolated  sea-ports  such  as  Kinsale,  were,  for  a  time,  trying  beyond  des- 
cription. 

At  this  melancholy  period  the  Kinsale  Industrial  IJchool  became  the 
source  of  temporary  relief  and  of  future  hope  to  many  wretched  families, 
who  must  have  sunk  under  the  difficulties  of  their  position  but  for  the 
assistance  so  timely  afforded — all  kinds  of  food  having  reached  famine 
prices,  and  remunerative  employment,  especially  for  young  females, 
being  very  difficult  to  be  found.  When  I  add,  that  through  the  opera- 
tion of  this  same  school  many  thousands  of  pounds  have  been  subse- 
quently circulated  among  a  numerous  class  of  young  persons — some  of 
tnem  orphans,  and  without  any  other  means  of  support — ^and  that  it 
still  continues  to  supply  remunerative  employment  to  all  who  choose 
to  apply  for  it,  I  think  the  vast  good  resulting  from  such  an  institution 
can  scarcely  be  overestimated. 

I  have  laid  special  stress  on  the  large  sums  paid  through  the  medium 
of  the  Kinsale  Industrial  School  to  the  female  poor  employed  by  it.  I 
mu^t  not,  however,  omit  noticing  the  striking  amelioration  which  has 
taken  place  in  the  habits,  manners,  and  even  in  the  appearance  of  those 
young  persons  who,  in  submitting  to  its  regulations,  had,  very  probably, 
nothing  in  view  beyond  some  immediate  pecuniary  advantage.  Their 
quiet,  contented  look,  clean,  neat  persons  and  dress,  their  punctual 
attendance  at  the  appointed  hours  of  business,  together  with  the  tone 
of  order  and  discipline  which  seemed  habitual  to  all,  are  clear  indica- 
tions of  that  moral  training  which  stamps  on  the  mind  lasting  impres- 
sions for  good.  We  may,  at  least,  conclude  that  young  persons  so 
trained  are  not  likely  to  follow  the  example  of  those  idle,  slatternly 
females — unfortunately  a  numerous  class — whose  hands  never  hold  a 
needle,  and  who  could  no  more  cut  out  or  make  their  own  clothes  than 
they  could  build  the  cabins  in  which  they  live. 

I  shall  conclude  these  preliminary  remarks  by  observing  that  a  kind 
forethought  regarding  the  future  career  and  permanent  improvement 
of  aU  belonging  to  the  Kinsale  School  is  the  distinguishing  feature  in 
its  arrangements  which  renders  it  so  worthy  of  imitation.  In  it  8ome« 
thing  more  than  a  strict  observance  of  the  daily  routine  of  school  duty 
is  sought  for,  and  with  an  earnestness  which  deserves  success.  All 
available  means  are  employed  to  develop  and  foster  the  good  qualities 
of  the  poor  young  creatures — ^very  many  of  them  orphans — who  have 
been  brought  within  its  happy  influence.  Their  minds  are  purified  by 
the  principles  of  religion  and  by  the  good  example  of  others  constantly 
before  their  eyes ;  and  it  will  be  their  own  fault  if  they  fidl  to  reap 
benefits  corresponding  to  the  efforts  of  their  kind  instructors. 
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Average  Attendance,  Division  of  Time,  drc. — The  Work  School  is  held  Apfebdix  F. 
in  a  spacious  apartment,  being  seventy-three  feet  in  length,  thirty-two  ^  ^^;j^ 
feet  in  width,  and  thirteen  feet  in  height.     It  is  well  lighted  and  well  ©f  District 
ventilated,  and  is  used  exclusively  for  the'pnq)ose  of  industrial  teaching.  Inspectors  on 
But  immediately  adjoining  it  there  is  a  smaller  room  with  an  excellent  g"^"^^ 
gallery,  where  the  toork  pupils  assemble  when  they  are  reijuired  to         _L. 
attend  literary  or  religious  instruction — the  latter  is  given  every  day  KmtaU, 
from  a  quarter  to  three  till  half-past  three.     Attendance  at  literary  in- 
struction is  not  enforced,  although  every  inducement  is  held  out  to  them 
to  devote  a  short  time  during  the  week  to  the  rudimentary  branches, 
reading,  writing,  and  elementary  arithmetic.     I  examined  some  of  the 
more  grown  girls  on  those  branches,  and  am  sorry  to  add,  found  them 
very  backwaxd.     They  could,  indeed,  read  and  write,^but  very  imper- 
fectly ;  and  when  questioned  on  the  meaning  of  what  they  had  been 
reading,  their  answers  were  far  from  satisfactory,  and  showed  how 
little  they  understood  the  subject  matter  of  the  lesson. 

The  Nuns  being  fully  aware  of  the  defects  just  noticed,  were  not 
surprised  at  the  very  unsatisfactory  result  of  mpr  examination.  They 
have,  I  believe,  endeavoured  to  couple  literary  instruction  with  indus- 
trial training ;  but  in  this — notwithstanding  their  great  influence  with 
all  placed  under  their  charge — ^they  have  failed  to  succeed.  They  found, 
in  short,  that  if  attendance  at  the  literary  school  were  made  obligatory, 
many  of  those  whom  it  was  desirable  to  improve  by  training  and  good 
example,  would  remain  at  home,and  so  fall  back  into  their  old,  idle  habits. 
It  was,  therefore,  deemed  more  prudent  in  such  cases  merely  to  require 
attendance  at  religions  instruction — where  the  religious  faith  of  the 
parties  admitted  of  it — in  the  hope  that  such  persons  would  in  time 
follow  the  good  example  of  their  more  intelligent  school  companions  ; 
for  I  should  not  omit  stating  that  a  class  of  twenty-eight  pupils  belong- 
ing to  the  industrial  school,  willingly  devote  three-quarters  of  an  hour 
(daily)  to  reading  and  spelling,  and  the  same  time  to  writing  and 
arithmetic. 

And,  taking  all  circumstances  into  consideration,  no  better  course 
conld,  I  think,  have  been  adopted.  The  most  strenuous  advocate  for 
education  will  surely  admit  it  would  be  harsh — nay,  cruel — to  compel 
poor  wretches,  in  a  state  of  destitution,  and  whose  subsistence  wholly 
depended  on  their  proficiency  at  the  Work  School,  to  devote  their  atten- 
tion to  any  secondary  subject,  no  matter  how  important  in  itself,  but 
certainly  ill-timed  when  dealing  with  the  poorest  of  the  poor.  The 
number  of  such  persons  now  attending  the  Einsale  Work  School  amounts 
to  about  ninety.  Their  ages  vary  from  eight  to  twenty-three  years ; 
so  that  their  average  age  hardly  exceeds  fifteen  years.  The  gross 
average  attendance  at  the  industrial  school  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1854,  was  about  120,  their  average  age  being  slightly  under 
fifteen  years.  In  addition  to  those,  special  members  of  the  industrial 
class,  all  attending  the  literary  school,  devote  two  hours  of  each  day  to 
needlework.  Many  of  them  earned  a  considerable  sura  during  the 
year ;  but  as  no  separate  account  has  been  kept  on  this  head,  I  am 
unable  to  give  details.  The  work  school  opens  at  eight,  a.m.  and  closes 
at  four,  p.m.  during  the  winter  half-year ;  but  during  the  summer  half- 
year  any  one  who  wishes  may  come  in  at  six  a.m.,  the  hour  of  closing 
being  the  same  as  in  winter.  At  occasional  intervals,  on  a  signal  given 
by  the  Head  Teacher,  all  present  join  in  some  beautiful  hymn  ;  and  the 
sweetness  of  their  voices,  all  in  perfect  harmony,  would,  I  think,  be 
appreciated  by  the  most  fastidious  critic. 

Species  of  Work  executed — Numbers  Employed  at  each  Branch. — . 
Orpcbet,  point-lace,  sewed  muslin,  and  plain  work,  are  the  chief  sources 
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Aprsimix  F.  ct  employment.  Some  of  the  moet  experienced  hands  were  ooeamonaU j 
engaged  with  the  mannfiustnre  of  Limerick  lace ;  and  for  some  monthiB 
about  thirty  of  them  earned  a  good  deal  at  that  branch.  But  in  conse- 
quence of  the  decreased  demand  for  that  kind  of  lace,  and  the  difficulty 
experienced  in  disposing  of  it,  most  of  those  so  employed  had  to  he 
placed  r  t  work  of  a  more  remunerative  kind.  At  present  there  are 
only  5  working  at  Limerick  lace,  while  there  are  60  at  crochet,  20  at 
point -lace,  and  40  at  seared  muslin. 

The  mann&otnre  of  artificial  flowers  was  at  one  time  actively  carried 
on,  and  with  great  success ;  but  this  species  of  work,  although  very 
perfect  in  delicacy  of  style  and  finish,  was,  after  a  while,  found  to  pay 
ye^  badly,  and  has,  therefore,  been  abandoned. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  numbers  given  above  refer  exclu- 
sively to  the  Industrial  School ;  for,  as  already  stated,  man^  pufMls  of 
the  Literary  School  devote  a  considerable  portion  of  their  time  to 
needlework,  as  a  means  of  support  I  shall  not^  however,  give  any 
details  on  this  last-mentioned  point,  as  it  is  not  immediately  connected 
with  the  main  subject  of  the  present  Beport. 

The  Nuns  very  rarely  give  employment  to  any  who  do  not  attend 
the  School  for,  at  least,  some  portion  of  the  day.  Permission  is,  how- 
ever, freely  granted  to  those  whose  names  are  entered  on  the  school 
list,  to  bring  home  their  work,  those  only  being  prohibited  from  doing 
so  who  are  not  considered  sufficiently  steady  and  experienced.  I  am 
happy  to  add  that  all  avail  themselves  of  this  advantage  to  the  fullest 
extent.  When  returning  home  on  a  summer  or  autumn  evening  I  have 
frequently  noticed  parties  of  girls  sitting  by  the  side  of  a  field,  or  shel- 
tered by  some  hedge-row,  actively  engaged  in  plying  their  busy  needle, 
and  so  absorbed  by  their  work  as  to  seem  unmindful  of  the  passing 
hour.  Indeed,  occasionally  I  have  observed  grown  women  engaged  at 
some  delicate  branch  o?  needlework,  although  their  hands,  hardened 
by  toil  and  cramped  by  age,  seemed  to  disqualify  them  for  an  employ- 
ment which,  above  all  others,  demands  neatness  and  delicacy  of  mani- 
pulation. But  industry  and  perseverance  are  powerful  auxiliaries  in 
the  battle  of  life,  and  effect  more  than  is  generally  imagined. 

I  have  said  nothing  regarding  the  beauty  of  style  and  extreme 
neatness  of  finish  which  so  peculiarly  distinguish  the  work  of  the 
Einsale  School,  as  I  am  a  most  indifferent  judge  of  such  matters.  At 
the  same  time,  the  most  unpractised  eye  could  not,  I  think,  avoid  noticing 
the  beauty  of  the  patterns,  and  the  accuracy  with  which  they  were 
imitated;  but  the  remunerative  prices  obtained  for  the  work  prove 
how  truly  it  has  been  appreciated  by  the  public. 

Accounts,  specifying  sums  paid  for  Work,  Salaries  of  Tmt^ers,  Ac — 
The  weekly  amount  earned  by  the  workers  depends  on  the  nature  of 
the  branch  to  which  they  devote  their  attention.  At  crochet,  for  ex- 
ample, the  girls  make,  on  an  average,  about  4«.  per  week.  Some  have 
earned  from  6<.  to  Sk  weekly  at  the  same  work,  which  would  pay 
better  than  any  other  if  it  were  in  sufficient  demand.  The  muslin  em- 
broidery is  the  least  remunerative  branch,  and  is  found  to  pay  very 
badly.  The  best  hands,  however  industrious,  cannot  earn  .at  it  more 
than  3a  6dL  dnrins  the  week,  according  to  the  scale  of  prices  settled 
upon  by  Ihe  Scotcn  agents.  Generally  speaking,  those  employed  at 
sewed  muslin  rarely  make  more  than  Zd.  or  4c/.  daily — ^very  frequently 
not  so  much.  I  may  add,  however,  that  the  same  kind  of  work,  when 
ordered  by  persons  (at  their  own  use,  pays  much  better.  A  quick,  in- 
dustrious worker,  employed  in  executing  such  orders,  earns  from  5#.  to 
6t.  weekly. 

A  good  deal  of  plain  work  was  finished  during  the  year.    It  pays 
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something  better  than  the  sewed  muslin  trade,  and  has  this  additional  A?f«wpix  F. 
advantage,  that  joung  persons  engaged  at  it  soon  become  quick  and  n^poru 
expert  in  making  and  cutting-K>ut  all  the  articles  of  female  apparel —  of  Dirtriet 
a  useful  accomplishment  they  would  not  be  likely  to  learn  if  kept  too  JjJ^^  ^^ 
constantly  at  embroidery  and  other  fancy  work.  Sehoob. 

The  total  expenditure  for  the  year  ended  31st  December  last  was  as         

foUows :—  ^^'^*^- 

Gross  amount  disbursed,  £929  9s.  10)<{.,'yiz. : — 

Teachers'  Salaries, 
Paid  to  Work  Girls, 
Paid  for  Work  Materiids, 


I  am  unable  to  give  more  minute  details  of  the  past  year's  accounts, 
as  the  ladies  under  whose  charge  the  school  had  been  are  now  absent 
in  the  East,  having  volunteered  to  act  as  hospital  nurses  to  our  sick 
aud  wounded  soldiers ;  and  I  am  consequently  left  without  many  points 
of  information,  which,  I  dare  say,  they  would  willingly  have  supplied. 

I  am,  however,  authorized  to  state  that  the  amount  realized  by  the 
sale  of  work  has  covered  all  expenses ;  so  that  there  has  been  no  loss 
on  the  gross  transactions  of  the  year.  The  institution,  during  the  year 
1854,  was,  consequently,  self-supporting. 

The  Commissioners  allow  £30  per  annum  for  Teacher's  salary  ;  to 
this  sum  the  Nuns  have  added  £6,  making,  in  all,  £36,  which  is  equally 
divided  amongst  four  of  the  most  skilful  and  experienced  of  the  worl^ 
girls  belonging  to  the  institution.  They  are  required  to  keep  a  vigilant 
superintendence  over  the  general  business  of  the  school,  and  to  instruct 
young  beginners  in  some  branch  of  needlework.  The  arrangements 
being  as  follow  : — 

Bnnob  of  Work 
Name  of  Tcac4ier.  under  her  Salary. 

Soperintendonee. 

Ellen  Holland,  .  .  .  Muslin  work,        ,        .  £9 

£Uen  Murphy,  .  .  .  Point- lace,    ...  £9 

Judith  Hurley,  .  ,  .  Plain  work,  .        .  £9 

Ellen  Croanen,  .  .  .  Limerick  lace,       .        .  £9 

The  sum  of  £9  is  merely  a  gratuity  for  their  services  as  MonitresgeB^ 
and  is  but  a  portion  of  their  yearly  income,  which  mainly  depends  on 
the  value  of  their  own  work  ;  and  this,  owing  to  their  skill  and  assiduity, 
brings  them  remunerative  prices. 

Concluding  Remarks — The  rapid  spread  of  habits  of  thrift  and  in- 
dustry among  our  Irish  female  poor — whose  ready  adaptation  to  the 
exigencies  of  their  new  position  is  fully  evinced  by  the  successful  work- 
ing of  the  Kinsale,  Cork,  and  other  industrial  schools — cannot  be  too 
highly  appreciated  by  all  interested  in  the  permanent  welfare  of  this 
country.  The  good  conduct  and  untiring  perseverance  of  the  poor  girb 
attached  to  those  work  schools,  show  that  they,  too,  are  open  to  im? 
provement,  quick  and  intelligent  in  learning  what  is  required  of  them — 
possessed,  in  short,  of  the  valuable  qualities  which  distinguish  the 
energetic  child  of  industry  from  the  lazy  and  improvident  idlpr.  Indeed, 
the  character  of  the  Irish  worhman,  as  described  by  Mr.  Dargan,  equally 
applies  to  the  Irish  workwoman  ;  for  she,  too,  ''  is  second  to  none  in 
generous,  honest  feeling — in  generous,  untiring  zeal.** 

It  is  most  satis£Eu;tory  to  know  that  vast  numbers  of  so  deserving 
a  class  have  been  rescued  from  extreme  indigence  and  misery  by  the 
originators  and  supporters  of  our  industrial  schools.   A  bright  path  has 
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Appbudix  F.  thus  been  opened  to  many  who  might  have  otherwise  sunk  into  that 
state  of  apathetic  lethargy  which  paralyzes  the  mind,  when  the  remem- 
brance of  past  suffering  is  not  softened  by  hopes  of  a  more  prosperous 
future. 

How  justly  these  remarks  apply  to  the  Einsale  School  will  be  clearly 
seen  when  I  mention,  that  through  its  means  several  poor  orphans,  at  one 
time  inmates  of  the  union  workhouse,  have  been  removed  from  their  sad 
abode  and  placed  in  a  position  to  earn  a  decent  livelihood  ;  and  that 
many  other  young  females  have  been  enabled  to  emigrate  or  otherwise 
better  their  condition  by  their  earnings  at  this  work  school.  These 
are  encouraging  facts,  and  show  how  much  can  be  done  for  the  poor 
Irish  peasant  girl — or,  better  still,  what  the  poor  Irish  peasant  girl 
may  be  taught  to  do  for  herself. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant^ 
J.  G.  Fleminq, 

District  Inspector. 
To  the  Secretaries,  Education  Office, 


Mallouf.      No.  6.— Special  Report  by  J.  G.  Flemiho,  Esq.,  District  Inspector^ 
on  the  Mallow  Female  Industrial  National  School. 

Cork,  February  23,  1855. 

Gentlbven, — I  beg  to  lay  before  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
Commissioners,  this  my  first  Special  Keport,  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1854,  upon  the  Mallow  Girls*  Industrial  National  School, 

This  institution,  which  has  been  in  operation  during  the  last  four 
years,  has,  since  the  date  of  its  establishment,  afforded  considerable 
employment  to  the  industrious  female  poor  of  Mallow — a  locality  which 
suffered  a  good  deal  from  the  same  causes  that  more  or  less  affected 
the  countiT  in  general  since  the  disastrous  years  of  1848-9. 

It  has,  I  believe,  been  necessary  to  make  great  efforts  to  keep  this 
school  from  sinking ;  for,  although  generously  supported  by  large 
orders  from  private  parties,  interested  in  its  well-doing,  little  aid  has 
of  late  been  received  from  the  wholesale  dealers  in  the  lace  and  sewed 
muslin  trade,  for  reasons  which  I  shall  presently  refer  to.  I  think  it 
can  be  shown  that  this  absence  of  support  is  not  to  be  attributed  to 
want  of  skill  or  due  attention  and  perseverance  on  the  part  of  thoBQ 
employed.  It  must,  however,  be  matter  of  sincere  regret  to  all  engaged 
in  promoting  industrial  habits  among  the  poor  of  Ireland,  to  find  th^ 
intelligence  and  self-reliance  of  that  class,  in  whom  it  is  most  important 
to  encourage  such  good  qualities,  unfairly  deprived  of  that  reward 
which  is  the  just  recompense  of  the  skilled  labourer.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  even  the  most  sanguine  must  not  expect  to  find  the  efforts 
of  the  industrious  followed,  in  every  instance,  by  satisfactory  results  ; 
and  from  what  I  can  learn,  there  is  every  bope  that  the  Mallow  Work 
School  will  in  time  approximate,  in  usefuine.sH  and  extent  of  operations, 
to  similar  institutions,  scattered  throughout  this  district,  in  which  the 
weekly  payments  for  needlework  usually  amount  to  a  considerable  sum. 

Average  Attendance^  ^c,  for  the  year  ended  3l8t  December,  1854, 
amounted  to  64 ;  but  during  the  summer  months  there  were  180  in 
attendance,  in  consequence  of  large  orders  on  hands  for  silk  gloves  and 
muslin  embroidery.  Many  of  the  poor  creatures  engaged  at  the  last-men- 
tioned kind  of  work,  hoping  to  procure  a  &ir  remuneration  for  their 
time  and  labour,  came  some  miles  every  day,  with  the  view  of  partici- 
pating  in  the  profits  which  the  patron  of  the  school  expected  to  realise 
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from  the  work  then  in  hands^  previously  ordered  by  dome  wholesale  Appendix  P. 
dealers.  R^portT" 

Those  parties,  however,  subseqaently  refused  to  give  the  prices  for  of  nlttrict 
which  they  stipulated,  and  insisted  upon  making  reductions,  in  some  Impectonon 
cases,  to  the  extent  of  30  per  cent,  on  the  original  contract  price  ;  at  g^^J^ 

which  reduced  rate  of  payment  the  best  workers  could  not  earn  more        

than  2(L  a  day.  These  reductions  were  demanded  on  the  ground  MaUow, 
that  the  work  was  imperfectly  finished,  which  being  denied  by  the 
Manager  of  the  School,  the  matter  was  brought  before  the  Recorder's 
Court,  where  a  verdict  was  got  in  favour  of  the  School,  with  a  decree 
for  the  full  amount  which  the  wholesale  dealer  had  in  the  first  instance 
promised  to  pay. 

Species  of  Work  exeetUed,  Numbers  employed,  d'C. — In  consequence  of 
what  has  been  stated  in  preceding  paragraph,  muslin  embroidery  has 
ceased  to  be  execute<l  in  the  Mallow  Work  School  for  the  wholesale 
dealer ;  but  a  good  deal  of  that  kind  of  work  is  still  done  for  persons 
requiring  it  for  their  own  use,  and  most  of  the  girls  who  remained  at 
the  school  have  been  so  employed  for  the  past  seven  or  eight  months. 
There  are  also  thirty  or  forty  of  the  most  skilled  hands  engaged  with 
crochet  and  imitation  lace-work.  Plain  work,  knitting,  &c.,  also  form 
some  source  of  remuneration  for  such  as  cannot  be  otherwise  employed. 
In  fact,  the  manager  of  this  school,  Rev.  J.  McCarthy,  has  made 
jrreat  exertions,  to  introduce,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  attend  it,  as 
many  varieties  of  work  as  possible,  being  satisfied  that  in  no  other 
way  can  an  industrial  institution  of  this  kind  be  kept  up.  To  use  his 
own  words,  which  are  worthy  of  attention,  from  the  experience  he  has 
had  of  the  general  working  of  Industrial  Schools:  ''Our  attendance 
varies  in  proportion  as  the  market  for  the  goods  we  produce  fluctuates. 
The  changes  in  fashion,  the  caprice  that  regulates  ladies'  dress  (the 
principal  object  on  which  female  industry  is  exercised  with  us),  also 
renders  our  attendance  variable.  But  we  have  now  so  increased  the 
number  of  our  productions  that  we  hope  in  kvery  state  of  the  market  to 
keep  a  good  many  emploved.  Indeed,  many  of  the  girls  have  already 
learned  to  work  profitably  at  more  than  one  species  of  manufacture ; 
but  to  efiect  this  we  procured  at  considerable  expense  teachers  for  their 
instruction  in  such  branches.'* 

The  Head  Teacher,  Elizabeth  O'Brien,  educated  at  Mallow,  confines 
herself  exclusively  to  the  work  department ;  but  all  under  her  charge 
(their  average  age  may  be  set  down  at  about  fourteen  years)  have  an 
opportunity  of  receiving  literary  instruction  each  da}^  in  a  room  set 
apart  for  that  purpose.  Mere  literary  instruction,  however,  is  not 
appreciated  by  the  very  poor  class,  on  whom  the  misery  of  past  years 
has  weighed  so  heavily  that  they  only  value  what  afibrds  them 
immediate  help  in  their  struggle  to  live. 

For  this  reason,  apart  from  many  others  which  might  be  adduced, 
the  female  children  of  the  humble  classes,  such  as  come  in  greatest 
numbers  to  convent  and  large  town  schools,  should,  I  think,  have  an 
opportunity  of  passing  through  a  course  of  industrial  training.  Under 
such  an  arrangement  we  might  reasonably  hope  to  attract  to  our  schools 
numbers  of  that  class  of  our  youthful  female  population,  which  it  is 
most  desirable  should  be  brought  under  moral  and  religious  influences. 
It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add,  that  the  success  of  such  schools  must 
mainly  depend  upon  the  exertions  and  friendly  co-operation  of  local 
parties,  who  mighty  however,  reasonably  expect  some  assistance  from 
the  Commissioners  towards  payment  of  Industrial  Teachers'  salary.** 

Statement  of  Accounts. — The  Sisters  of  Mercy,  who  conduct  the 
School,  keep  eepaiate  accounts  with  the  girls,  whom  they  pay  at  the 
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F.  end  of  efteh  week,  esroeeting  to  be  rambnraed  when  the  orders  for 
work  are  completed  and  forwarded  to  the  proper  destination.  A  good 
deal  of  work  is  got  through  by  this  arrangement,  as  the  young  persons 

A  employed  are  thereby  induced  to  use  erery  effort  to  increase  the  amount 
of  their  weekly  earnings,  which  they  are  certain  to  receiye  tnthotU  any 
unfair  deductiom  at  the  stipulated  time. 

I  am  not,  howerer,  in  a  position  to  forward,  for  the  information  of 
the  Commissioners,  an  accurate  statement  of  those  accounts,  as  the 
Superioress  of  the  CouTent  declined  giving  me  any  specific  details  on 
that  head.  She  merely  states,  that  the  loss  for  the  last  year  has  been 
considerable,  consequent  on  the  non-fulfilment  of  contract  by  sewed 
muslin  dealers,  the  amount  of  sahuy  paid  Industrial  Teachers,  and 
finally,  the  sums  expended  on  material  for  beginners  to  learn  on,  which, 
of  course,  turns  to  no  account.  The  Manager,  however,  expresses  a 
hope,  that  as  the  Oommissioners  have  now  ordered,  for  the  fourth  time, 
an  inquiry  regarding  the  working  of  the  Mallow  Industrial  School, 
they  will  at  length  aid  it  by  their  support,  of  which,  he  submits,  it  is 
deserving,  if  the  efforts  already  made,  and  the  results  realised  since  its 
establishment^  be  taken  into  consideration. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen^  your  obedient  servant, 


The  Secretaries,  Education  Office. 


J.  G.  Flbhsq, 

District  Inspector. 


DaimuiU.        No.  7. — Spxoxal  Bbpobt  by  J.  O.  FuEiciiro,  Esq.^  District  Inspector, 
on  DoHSEAiLB  OoHVKirT  Ikdustbial  Natiohal  School. 

Cork,  February  20,  1855. 

QiMTLBMSV, — I  beg  to  submit^  for  the  information  of  the  Commis- 
sionerS}  this  my  First  Special  Report  upon  the  Doneraile  Qirls' 
Industrial  School  :^- 

This  institution,  conducted  by  the  Nuns  of  the  Doneraile  Presentation 
Convent^  is  altogether  separate  and  distinct  from  the  Literary  School, 
although  both  departments  are  under  the  same  roof.  This,  however,  has 
only  Iwen  the  case  since  April,  1852.  Previous  to  that  date,  needle- 
work (plain  and  fancy)  was  taught  in  the  ordinary  school-room  during 
a  portion  of  the  time  set  apart  for  secuUur  instruction ;  the  attendance 
bemg  then  mfkinly  composed  of  children  who  were  sent  by  their 
parents,  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  instruction  in  those 
elementary  branches  whiou  comprise  the  usual  literary  course  in  our 
Irish  National  Schoc^. 

Owing,  however,  to  the  extreme  poverty  of  the  humbler  okuses  in 
Doneraile  and  its  vicinity,  many  young  females,  varying  in  age  from 
fifteen  to  twenty-five,  earnestly  sought  permission  to  attend  the  sewing 
school,  with  the  view  of  qualifying  themselves  to  work  at  lace^  the 
manu&cture  of  artificial  fiowers,  sewed  muslin,  ^  ;  being  aware  that 
jf  skilful  in  these  branches  of  fisuicy  work,  they  might  expect,  with 
moderate  attention  and  industry,  to  earn,  if  not  suffioieat  means  of 
.siqpport,  at  least  a  respectable  sum  to  aid  their  parents  or  other  relatives 
in  their  weary,  arduous  struggle  with  the  most  pinching  poverty. 

The  patrons  of  the  School  were  most  anxious  to  aid  so  deserving  a 
dasB  ci  ap^eants  for  employment ;  but  before  any  permanent  arrange- 
ment could  be  made  for  their  benefit^  it  was  found  necessary  to  procure 
a  suitable  apartment  in  which  needlework,,  in  its  various  brandies, 
sbouUfom  theiilU^  iMonpation  of^  all  wbo  might  ehooae  to.  attend. 
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Aecordingljy  a  spacioiui  room,  well  lighted  and  yentilstady  was  seleeted  Ammat  F. 
for  the  purpose,  andsapplied  with  all  the  neeeaaaij  famtture,  inolnding  ^^^^ 
work-press,  seats,  &o* ;  and  in  this  apartment  the  indostrial  school  has  of^triet 
been  conducted  since  April,  1852.  Inneeton  on 

The  young  persons  who  attended  the  School  from  this  date  wished  g^^J|^ 

to  derote  their  time  exdumely  to  needlework,  either  from  tndifferenoe        

to  mere  intellectual  improvement,  or  from  a  dislike  to  be  classed  with  X>ofMratf#. 
young  children  when  receiying  literacy  instruction,  thecUsparity  of  age 
being  often  very  great  But  as  it  too  often  happened  that  those  grown 
girls,  from  preyious  neglect  on  their  part,  were  extremely  ignorant,  it 
was  determined  that  they  would  not  be  permitted  to  attend  the  sewing 
school  unless  they  undertook  to  deyote  a  portion  of  their  time  to 
mental  improyement  Hence,  with  some  few  necessary  exceptions,  all 
who  attend  the  industrial  school  are  obliged  to  deyote  some  hours 
each  week  to  secular  and  religious  instruction — with  what  beneficial 
results  is  shown  by  their  modesty  retiring,  yet  cheerful  manner,  and 
by  the  energy  and  intelligence  they  displayed  in  getting  through  their 
daily  task. 

Attendance  ofPvpiU — DmtUm  qf  Time, — The  average  attendance  of 
pupils^  including  those  of  the  Literaiy  School,  amounted  to  303  for  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1854.  Strictly  speaking,  not  more  than 
half  that  number  attended  the  Industrial  School ;  but  as  plain  and  fiincy 
work  are  also  taught  during  a  portion  of  the  day  in  the  literary  school, 
the  actual  numbers  receiving  instruction  in  needlework  are,  as  stated 
above,  303.  The  actual  numbers  attending  the  Industrial  in  December 
last  were  as  follows :— Ten  above  twenty  years  of  age ;  nineteen  above 
eighteen  years  of  age ;  forty-nine  above  thirteen  years  of  age,  and 
thurty-throe  under  twelve  years.  From  this  it  appears  that  the  average 
age  of  the  pupils  attending  the  Industrial  School  is  about  fourteen  years. 

As  remunerative  employment  was  the  main,  if  not  the  sole  object 
which  induced  persons  of  the  ages  just  given  to  submit  to  the  confine- 
ment and  strict  discipline  of  an  elementary  school,  literary  instruction 
was,  with  reference  to  them,  regarded  as  only  of  sec6ndary  importance. 
Accordingly,  of  the  five  and  a-half  hours,  viz.,  ten  to  half  past  three, 
allotted  to  the  general  business  of  the  School,  they  are  not  required  to 
devote  more  than  one  hour  to  literary  instruction,  but  they  may  extend 
the  tame  if  they  so  desire.  Few  of  them,  however,  care  to  do  so,  being 
anxious  to  become  expert  workers,  in  which  case  they  are  permitted  to 
take  home  their  work,  although  some  inconvenience  is  found  to  at- 
tend this  practice,  as  they  often  remain  away  for  some  days  when  they 
luive  sufficient  work  to  keep  them  employed. 

Those  regulations  are  not  rigidly  enforced  in  all  cases,  nor  would  it 
be  wise  to  apply  the  same  strict  rule  in  every  instance.  In  the  im- 
poverished district  of  Doneraile,  for  example,  there  are  many  poor 
creatures  who  depend  (during  the  winter  months)  almost  exclusively 
for  their  support  upon  the  weekly  sum  they  are  able  to  earn  by  needle- 
work. In  such  cases  it  would  be  harsh,  perhaps  unjust,  to  insist  upon 
attendance  at  any  school,  no  matter  how  well  organized  and  efficiently 
conducted,  for  every  hour  so  spent,  must  be  abstracted  from  the  time  ■ 
devoted  to  a  remunerative  employment^  and  consequently  so  much 
bread  snatched  from  the  mouths  of  the  most  wretched  of  the  poorer 
classes.  In  short,  to  people  living  in  a  state  too  often  bordering  on 
actual  (Starvation,  the  immediate  supply  of  food  to  relieve  the  cravings 
of  hunger,  is  paramount  to  every  other  consideration,  and  the  only 
object  for  which  they  care  to  struggle. 

Nature  of  Work  executed,  <jErc.-HUiced  work,  sewed  muslin,  manufieus 
ture  of  artificial  flowers,  and  some  pkin  work,  indndxng  shirt-making. 
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Appendix  F.  knitting  of  quilts,  &c.  Of  those  branches,  sewed  muslin  gives  employ- 
ment to  104  persons;  lace  work  to  45;  the  making  of  artificial 
flowers,  knitting  of  quilts,  &c.,  occupy  those  not  otherwise  employed. 
The  sewed  muslin  and  lace  work  are  contracted  for  by  mercantile 
establishments  that  pay  for  the  work  soon  after  it  is  finished ;  but 
owing  to  extreme  competition,  and  consequent  low  prices,  especially 
as  regards  the  sewed  muslin  trade,  the  profits  arising  from  those 
branches  of  industry  are  meagre  and  unremunerative,  amounting  to 
£170  Ids.  5d,  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1854,  a  sum  suffi- 
ciently respectable  when  put  together,  but  when  carried  over  the 
space  of  a  year,  and  divided  among  several  persons,  it  will  be  seen  that 
a  very  small  proportion  of  it  will  fall  to  each  one's  lot. 

Fortunately,  however,  the  orders  from  parties  not  engaged  in  trade, 
together  with  a  vast  amount  of  plain  work  ordered  by  charitable  persons, 
have,  to  some  extent,  compensated  for  the  deficiency  just  noticed,  when  re- 
ferring to  the  lace  and  sewed  muslin  departments.  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  state  the  additional  sums  received  through  these  channels, 
but  I  believe  them  to  be  large.  In  addition  to  all  this,  a  vast  quantity 
of  plain  work  is  made  for  the  use  of  the  poorer  children,  by  those  girls 
whose  parents  are  better  circumstanced,  and  who  do  not  therefore 
require  to  be  paid  for  their  work.  In  this  way,  numbers  of  destitute 
young  creatures  are  comfortably  clad  through  the  assistance  of  their 
generous  and  less  impoverished  school  companions,  who  are  thus 
taught  in  early  youth  to  exert  themselves  in  behalf  of  their  poorer 
neighbours,  who,  on  their  part,  will  receive  such  assistance  with  sincere 
thanks  and  gratitude,  and  are  more  likely  to  support  with  patience 
penury  and  hardship,  when  they  reflect  that  those  better  off  in  the 
world  have  exerted  themselves  to  soften  the  wretchedness  of  their 
position. 

Another  consideration  here  presents  itself.  The  young  persons  em- 
ployed in  this  labour  of  charity  are,  at  the  same  time,  engaged  in  their 
own  improvement ;  for  while  occupied  in  making  frocks  and  other 
articles  of  female  apparel,  they  soon  become  expert  needleworkers,  and 
when  leaving  school,  they  are,  generally  speaking,  able  to  cut  oiU  and 
make  ih^lr  own  clothes*  And  this  I  conceive  to  be  the  great  test  of  the 
usefulness  of  a  Sewing  School,  when  speaking  of  girls  whose  parents 
are  not  pinched  by  extreme  poverty.  Such  young  persons  do  not 
require  to  devote  their  time  to  lace  work,  the  manufacture  of  artificial 
flowers,  &c.,  as  a  means  of  support.  They  should,  therefore,  I  think,  be 
dissuaded  from  devoting  their  time  to  such  branches,  which  will  prove 
of  very  little  service  when  they  become  heads  of  families,  or  managers 
of  their  own  household.  Let  such  persons  first  be  taught  to  cut  oat  and 
make  their  own  clothes  :  this  important  object  once  attained,  they  can, 
if  their  tastes  so  lead  them,  learn  any  species  of  fancy  work  they  please; 
but  the  useful  should  precede  the  ornamental  whenever  practicable. 
This  remark  does  not  apply  to  the  poorer  class  of  young  females,  in 
whose  case  what  is  useful  must  yield  to  the  necessities  of  poverty. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  the  drudgery  and  labour  the  management 
of  this  largely-attended  School  involves,  for  in  addition  to  the  constant 
and  vigilant  attention  required  on  the  part  of  those  who  superintend 
the  work  department,  the  keeping  of  the  accounts,  the  sale  of  work^ 
and  an  active  correspondence,  demand  a  good  deal  of  one's  time 
and  attention.  All  these  extra  duties  are  discharged  by  some  of 
the  ladies  of  the  Convent,  as  their  funds  do  not,  I  believe,  enable  them 
to  pay  for  the  services  of  Assistant-Teachers  in  the  work  school,  whicb, 
up  to  the  present  time,  has  received  no  aid  from  the  Commissioners 
towards  payment  of  Industrial  Teacher's  salary.    To  this,  I  beg  re- 
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spectfully  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners,  aa  I  conceiye  it  Appmidix  F. 
>i^oald  be  an  omission,  on  my  part,  to  conclude  this  Keport  without  R^p^,^ 
recommending  to  their  favourable  consideration  an  institution  which  of  DiBtriot 
has  conferred  and  continues  to  confer,  great  and  lasting  benefits  upon  InBp«ctonoB 
the  humble  class  of  the  female  population  in  Doneraile,  and  its  neigh-  Sch^llk 

bonrhood  

I  remain,  Qentlemen,  your  obedient  servant,  DoneraiU. 

J,  Q.  Flsminq, 

District  Inspector. 
The  Secretaries,  Education  Office. 


No.  8. — Special  Repobt  of  Thaddetts  Macvamaba,  Esq.,  District  In-  KvUmrmg. 
specter,  on  the  Eillabnbt  Female  Industbial  National  School. 

Killamey,  January,  1855. 

Gehtlembn, — I  beg  to  submit  the  following  Report  on  the  Killamey 
Industrial  School  for  the  year  1854. 

Accounts  of  attendance,  distinct  from  the  ordinary  school  accounts, 
have  not  been  kept;  but  it  appears  that  about  180  of  the  pupils  learn 
plain  sewing,  and  cutting  out,  kc, ;  fancy  work,  as  embroidery,  &c., 
are  no  longer  taught.  During  the  year,  about  the  sum  of  £35  was 
received  for  plain  work  ;  but  exact  accounts  have  not  been  kept.  The 
girls  receive  the  price  of  their  own  work  when  any  money  is  paid  for 
it.  It  cannot  be  said  that  the  Industrial  Department  has  any  longer 
an  existence  separate  from  the  ordinary  Literary  School.  Plain  sewing 
is  taught  here  as  in  ordinary  female  National  Schools ;  the  only 
difference  being,  that  a  small  portion  of  the  plain  sewing  in  this  School 
is  paid  for. 

I  am,  Qentlemen,  your  obedient  servant. 


The  Secretaries. 


Thaddbus  Macbamaba, 

District  Inspector. 


Nos.  9, 10, 11.— Special  Rejpobts  by  Bbtab  Mao  Sheeht,  Esq.,  District  ^U.Trafm, 
Inspector,  on  the  Dingle,  Tbalbb,  and  Milltown  Female  Ihdvs-  ***  M^*owt, 
tbial  National  Schools. 

Tralee^  Januaiy,  1855. 

Gbhtleuen, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year 
1854  on  the  Industrial  Schools  of  this  district,  namely,  Dingle, 
Tralee,  and  Milltown,  Female  Schools. 

These  establishments,  as  has  been  stated  in  former  reports,  are 
severally  attached  to  Convents  of  the  Presentation  Order.  Their 
Industrial  Departments  do  not  receive  any  special  aid  from  the  Com* 
missioners. 

No.  9. — DiBGLB  Female  Industbial  School. 

Instruction  in  needlework — chiefty  in  embroidery  of  muslin— con- 
tinnes  to  be  given  for  the  same  length  of  time  daily,  and  under  the 
same  general  arrangements  as  detailed  in  my  Report  for  1853 ;  except 
'  that  Miss  Kennedy,  the  Embroidery  Teacher  formerly  employed,  was 
discontinued  a  few  months  since ;  another  teacher  had,  previously  to 
my  visiting  on  the  13th  Noyember  last,  been  engaged  to  come  from 
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Appbhbix  F»  Sandalk^  and  is  probably  now  in  charge  of  tbe  Industrial  Department 
jj^^^^  She  is  to  receive  £26  per  annum  from  the  Nuns,  who  also  pay,  as 
^^irtriet       ^before,  a  monitress,  concerned  with  the  work  solely. 

Inipecton  oa 

Industrial  Attendance.--^ 

^**  Highest  number  of  pupils,  literary  and  industrial,  on  the  rolls 

Vma'e*  Tralm  ^^  ^^®  School  durmg  the  six  months  previous  to  my  visit  on 

mniMUUown!  November  13,  1854 671 

Average  daily  attendance  during  the  same  period,  .  391 

Number  on  Kolls,  13th  November,  learning  Embroidery,        .  360 

Number  present  engaged  at  Embroidery,        ....  380 

Number  present  engaged  at  Plain  Work,        ....        25 

« 

Several  girls — adults,  or  nearly  so— of  the  poorest  class,  come  to 
school  solely  for  the  sake  of  the  work,  and  do  not  attend  the  literary 
classes.  I  could  not  ascertain  the  number  of  such  girls,  as  their 
attendance  is  not  separately  recorded.  There  are  many  others  whose 
literary  instruction  does  not  extend  beyond  reading,  or  reading  and 
writing. 

The  absence  of  an  exact  demarcation  between  the  sections  of  scholars 
who  are,  and  who  are  not,  to  go  through  the  full  course  of  literary 
instruction  prescribed  in  the  School,  is  much  to  be  regretted. 

The  Receipti  continue  to  increase,  although,  as  I  am  informed,  a  Mrious 
digression  in  the  trade  was  felt  during  part  of  the  year. 

Amount  received  for  Sewed  Muslin  Work,  and  distributed  £  s.  d, 
by  the  Nuns  during  the  twelve  months  ended  13th 

November,  1834, 3B5  7  3* 

Amount  received  for  Plain  Work  and  Knitting,  30  16  O 

Forty-five  girls  have  acquired  sufficient  expertness  to  enable  them 
to  earn,  on  an  average,  two  shiUinga  a  week,  whidi  is  set  down  as  the 
highest  amount  now  reached. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  large  measure  of  good  effected  through 
the  instrumentality  of  this  employment,  in  diffusing  manual  skill,  with 
careful  and  orderly  habits,  among  the  female  poor,  and  implanting  in 
them  a  certain  degree  of  self-reliance,  is  not  unmixed  with  disadvanta^ 
to  literary  education.  When,  from  feelings  of  compassion  for  their 
extreme  poverty,  a  portion  of  the  scholars  are  allowed  to  devote  their 
whole  time  of  attendiEbnce  to  work,  and  when  others  are  not  required  to 
attend  the  classes  for  grammar,  geography,  <bc.,  the  embroidery,  with 
its  attraction  of  immediate  gain,  appears  to  usurp  the  first  place  in  the 
thoughts  of  the  pupils.  That  the  very  poor  class  would  not  attend  at 
ally  were  such  inducement  absent,  is  most  true ;  but  it  is  also  certain 
that  the  encroachment  upon  the  intellectual  business,  the  inattention 
to  lessons  at  school,  and  want  of  preparation  at  home,  are  constantly 
spreading  outside  the  destitute  section  of  the  attendance.  This  state 
of  things,  deeply  regretted  by  the  Nuns,  seems  to  have  arisen  most 
naturally  from  the  indigence  so  widely  prevalent  among  the  population 
of  town  and  country. 

No.  10. — Tealeb  Fshalb  School. 
Industrial  education  has  lately  received  a  new  impulse  here,  in  the 
accession  of  a  special  teacher,  and  a  large  number  of  workers.  These 
were  transferred  to  the  Convent  School  in  October  last  from  a  purely 
Industrial  School,  which  had  been  supported  since  the  spring  by 
aubscripiions.  The  workmistress  is  a  native  of  the  North  of  Ireland 
and  was  engaged  to  teach  embroidery  exclusively.    This  branch  of 

*  It  is  calculated  by  the  ladies,  that  about  £90  out  of  this  sum  was  earned  bv 
penons  n^t  attending  school,  but  to  whom  work  was  given  out  from  tl^e  Qonveo/. 
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needlework,  then,  after  baying  been  abandoned  as  unremuneratiTe,  App«»ix  P; 
has  been  resumed  daring  tbe  last  two  or  three  months.     Plain  work,  f^^^gg^ 
fiKirt-making,  <kc.,  continne  to  be  taught  as  usual  to  all  the  children  of  butrict 
who  are  old  enough  to  learn  them.  lS3EStei3  ^ 

On  tbe  day  of  my  special  visit,  18th  December,  1854.  SohooU. 

The  number  of  literary  pupils  on  the  toUs  was    .        .  .651         DngU,  Trtdm^ 

present,  ....      333         amd  MUUowm. 

And  of  those  there  were  110  on  the  rolls,  and  53  present^  who  wese 
under  instmclion  in  embroideiy;  and  21  girls  preeeal  engaged  at 
plain  work  for  gale;  besides  the  large  number  of  children  learning  to 
sew,  and  making  up  articles  for  their  own  use. 

There  were  ^so  in  attendance  70  girls  (78  on  rolls),  who  were  not 
receiving  literary  instruction,  having  been  removed  hither  from  the 
Industrial  Charity  School  already  mentioned.  It  is  intended  that  all 
such  persons  shall  be  taught  to  read,  when  the  School  shall  have  been 
re-opened  after  Christmas  vacation. 

£    9.   d. 

The  Eeceipts  for  Embroidered  Work  since  October  27, 

amounted  to 30  16  10)  ^  ' 

The  sum  earned  at  Plain  Work,  including  a  small  quantity 

on  hand,  amounted,  for  the  year,  to  .        .        35    6  '• 

Of  tbe  embroidery  workers-* 

23  are  returned  as  able  to  earn  from  3s.  6(/.  to  4s.  6d.  per  week. 
41  „  „  „  2#.  6tf.  „  3s.  6<l.        „ 

»3  „  „  „  Is.  6rf.  ,.  2s.  6rf. 

The  class  of  plain  workers  earn  about  2s.  Oif.        „ 

It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  girls  whose  work  produces  the 
comparatively  high  returns  set  forth  above,  are  employed  at  embroidery 
during  the  whole  of  school-hours,  as  well  as  at  their  homes.  I  cannot, 
however,  find  any  explanation  of  the  remarkable  difference  between 
the  results  attained  here,  and  those  noticed  in  the  case  of  Dingle, 
where  the  highest  earning  seems  to  be  only  2«.  a- week,  although  there, 
also,  every  available  moment  is  devoted  to  working. 

No.  11. — MiLLTowN  Female  School. 

The  arrangements  for  industrial  instruction  have  not  undergone  any 
change  since  the  date  of  my  last  Report ;  the  Nuns  and  paid  monitress^ 
continuing  to  give  instruction  in  embroidery  to  a  considerable  number, 
and  in  plain  sewing,  knitting,  dz;c.,  to  all  who  are  of  sufficient  age. 

I  visited  on  the  5th  inst.,  with  the  view  of  forwarding  my  Report 
in  die  time  prescribed  by  your  instructions.  The  School  was  then 
closed  for  the  Christmas  vacation,  which  commenced  before  the  day 
(19th  December)  on  which  I  had  at  first  proposed  to  visit.  I,  however, 
ascertained  the  following  facts  : — 

The  highest  number  on  the  rolls  of  the  School  for  the  previous 

six  months  was 445 

The  average  daily  attendance  dm'mg  the  same  period,       .        .  179 

The  number  on  rolls  at  the  end  of  1854,     .        .        .        .        .  322 

„          Icamiog  embroidery  at  the  end  of  1854,          .        .  70 

The  hours  of  attendance  remain  as  formerly  reported. 

It  is  an  invariable  rule  in  this  School,  that  every  girl  in  attendance 
shall  be  instructed  in  at  leaU  reading  and  writing.  Grown  girls,  who 
are  attracted  by  the  (Bmbroidery,  are  not  required  to  study  grammar, 
geography,  or  arithmetic  Industrial  business  is  judiciously  and  most 
scrupukiiuBly  pfeyented  £pora  interlerijig  with  the  mental  oolture  of  the 
pupuB. 

^^  "•  •  digitized  by  GoOglC  ' 
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Appendix  F,        Patterns  and  materials  for  work  are   received  from  a  wholesale 
Reports"        dealer,  as  in  the  cases  of  the  Tralee  and  Dingle  Schools. 

of  District 

iSSSIteiftl  **"  The  Receipts  for  the  year  1854  amounted  to    , 

g^lj^],^  Value  of  Work  now  on  hands,  nearfy  finished,  . 

DrngU/Tralet,  .  Total  for  year,  ,        .        .        .        .      £76  12 

This  shows  an  increase  of  £40  over  the  amoant  for  the  twelve 
months  last  reported  on,  yiz.»  £35  lis.  Id. 

The  rate  of  earning  has  not  been  found  to  increase  daring  the  past 
year  ;  2s.  Sd»  per  week,  on  an  average,  is  still  abont  the  highest  amount 
that  can  be  earned  by  the  most  expert  worker. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  Mao  Shbsht, 

District  Inspector. 
The  Secretaries,  Education  Office. 


Kmman.         No.  12.— Spbcial  Rbport  of  Thaddeus  Maonauaba,  Esq.,  District 
Inspector,  on  the  Kbnma^  Female  Indust&ial  Natioval  School. 

Eillamey,  January  1, 1855. 

Qbntlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  the  following  Report  on  the  Eenmare 
Industrial  School,  for  the  year  1854. 

The  number  of  pupils  at  present  on  the  rolls  is  seventy,  but  during 
the  year  it  has  ranged  so  high  as  100.  As  the  winter  months  advance, 
the  attendance  usually  diminishes,  and  reaches  a  minimum  about  the 
present  time  of  the  year.  For  the  entire  year  the  average  daily 
attendance  amounts  to  forty.  Girls  of  all  ages,  between  ten  and  twenty, 
attend  the  School ;  their  average  age  being  a  little  over  fourteen.  The 
attendance  has  been  tolerably  regular  :  it  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact 
that,  of  the  seventy  girls  whose  names  appear  at  present  on  the 
register,  sixty-five,  on  an  average,  spent  119  days  at  school,  out  of  the 
223  actual  school  days  in  1854.  The  remaining  ^ye  on  the  rolls 
became  attendants  since  January,  1854.  All  Saturdays  being  princi- 
pally devoted  to  religious  instruction — all  holidays  and  vacation  days 
are  not  taken  into  account  when  estimating  the  average  daily 
attendance.  It  should  be  remembered  that  when  girls  become  tolerably 
expert  at  any  of  the  branches  of  work,  they  frequently  remain  at 
home  busily  engaged  in  completing  some  piece  or  pattern;  and  time  so 
occupied  is  as  effectively  spent  as  if  they  passed  it  in  the  schooI-room» 
so  far  as  industrial  instruction  is  c<mcemed.  This  practice  is  repre- 
hended, however,  and  prevented  as  far  as  possible,  for  it  is  most 
detrimental  to  religious  and  literary  instruction. 

The  earnings  of  the  pupils  for  the  year  were  as  follows : — 

By  Embroidery,  ,        .        .       ^ 
„  Guipure,  .... 

„  Crochet,  .        ,       .        . 

„  Plain  Sewing, 


£      8. 

d. 

32     2 

9 

43     1 

0 

10    0 

6 

5  13 

6 

£90  17 

11 

In  addition  to  these  sums  of  money,  each  item  of  which  has  been 
accurately  entered,  the  Teacher  estimates  that  about  £15  worth 
of  work  was  earned  by  the  pupils  on  their  own  account  outside  the 
School.    This  latter  sum,  added  to  the  former,  makes  the  receipts  for 
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the  year  £105 17«.  1  Irf.  This  amount  contrasts  very  ^rourably  with  the  Appewdix  P. 
receipts  of  other  Indastrial  Schools  similarly  constituted,  even  of  greater  tt^-ortT^ 
attendance,  in  diflferent  parts  of  Ireland.    According  to  the  arrangements  of  ES^triet 
of  the  time-table,  literary  instruction  is  given  for  two  hours  daily,  viz.,  Inspeeton  oa 
from  10  o'clock  to  12,  the  remainder  of  the  school  hours  viz.,  from  12  to  4,  fch^iT** 

being  devoted  to  industrial  instruction  ;    half  an  hour  is  devoted  to        

religious  instruction  subsequently.  In  literary  studies,  though  the  Kmman. 
standard  of  proficiency  is  not  as  high  as  in  ordinary  National  Schools, 
a  tolerable  amount  of  progress  seems  to  be  made.  A  considerable 
number  of  the  pupils  read  and  spell  pretty  well,  and  their  appreciation 
of  the  matter  of  what  they  read,  is  moderately  intelligent  With 
grammar  and  geography  the  pupils  are  but  scantily  acquainted,  and 
the  degree  of  proficiency  in  arithmetic  is  by  no  means  high.  The  hope 
of  emolument  being  the  stimulating  motive  with  the  majority  of 
attendants,  more  satis&ctory  progress  in  literary  studies  could  hardly 
be  anticipated.  ^ 

The  aspect  of  the  School,  internal  and  external,  is  neat,  evidencing 
careful  preservation. 

The  ratron,  the  Rev.  J.  O^Sullivan,  p.p.,  of  Eenmare,  continues  to 
devote  his  exertions  for  the  success  of  the  School,  with  the  same  un- 
abated zeal.  During  the  year  he  distributed  £3  in  premiums  to  the 
pupils,  whose  general  conduct,  process,  and  skill,  had  been  most 
satisfactory.  Here  I  should  remark,  that  his  liberality,  so  substantially 
evidencing  deep  interest  for  the  mental  and  physical  welfare  of  the 
pupils  of  this  School,  has  extended  to  the  nine  ordinary  National 
Schools  under  his  management,  in  which,  both  by  the  distribution  of 
premiums  and  clothes,  he  has  vastly  contributed  to  stimulate  the  ener- 
gies of  the  pupils  individually,  and  to  make  the  general  attendance 
more  regular. 

The  channels  through  which  the  work  la  disposed  of  continue  the 
same.  In  the  summer  months,  large  quantities  of  the  several  kinds  of 
&ncy  work  are  disposed  of  to  tourists,  en  route  either  to  Killamey  or 
GlengarrifF ;  the  prices  thus  obtained  are  very  remunerating.  By  the 
active  measures  of  the  patron,  in  the  winter  months,  a  variety  of 
markets  are  secured.  In  Cork,  Dublin,  and,  I  believe,  London,  mex^ 
can  tile  and  private  individuals  purchase  a  very  considerable  amount    ' 

On  the  whole,  the  proceedings  of  the  School  have  been  satis&ctory, 
and  I  trust  its  benefits  will  continue  to  be  diffused. 
I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thaddeus  Maonamaea, 

District  Inspector* 
The  Secretaries,  Education  Office. 


No.  13. — Special  Repobt  of  Eugene  A.  GonwelTi,  Esq.,  District  In-  Cathd. 
specter,  on  the  Cashel  Female  Industrial  National  School. 

Clonmel,  31st  January,  1855. 
Gentleven, — Having  been  called  upon  by  your  circular  of  the  9th 
December  last,  to  furnish  to  the  Office  an  Annual  Report  upon  Cashel 
Industrial  School,  I  beg  to  state  that  no  Industrial  Teacher  appears 
to  have  been  paid  by  the  Board  since  November,  1852 — that  since  that 
time,  but  half  an  hour  daily  is  devoted  to  needlework,  &c. — ^that  the 
literaiy  and  industrial  occupations  of  the  pupils  have  been  conducted 
by  the  ladies  of  the  Presentation  Convent  Ahere  being  no  lay  Teacher) 
ID  tlie  same  manner  as  in  any  ordinary  Female  School^that  it  hw 
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.ceased  to  be  recognised  sb  a  sefnurste  Industrial  School — and  that  no« 
report  has  been  forwarded  upon  it  as  such,  bj  my  predeoesBor,  Dr. 
Clarke,  for  the  year  1853. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  to  recommend  that  it  be  struck 
off  the  list  of  Industrial  Schools,  to  be  reported  on  yearly. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

EUGKNB  A.   CONWBLL, 

District  Inspector. 
The  Secretaries,  Education  Office. 


Timlm.  -g^^   14.— SPBOIAL  Rbpobt,  by  EuGENB  A.  CoNWELL,  Esq.,  District 

Inspector,  upon   Thubles   Fbmalb  Industbial   School,  County 

TiPPBBABT. 

Clonmel,  January,  1855. 

Qbbtlemev, — ^Although  the  object  of  this  School,  and  the  period  of 
its  establishment  are  probably  well  known,  it  may  be  useful  to  re-state 
them. 

The  requisite  buildings  having  been  erected  on  the  convent  premises, 
the  School  was  opened  in  the  year  1847,  by  the  Very  Rev.  Dr.  Leahy, 
President  of  the  College  of  Tburles,  and  the  Nuns  of  the  Presentation 
Order  in  that  town,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  employment  to  the 
daughters  of  destitute  tradesmen,  and  to  young  females  who  had  been 
discharged  from  service  by  the  shopkeepers  and  neighbouring  farmers 
during  the  famine  of  that  calamitous  year. 

It  was  at  first  a  small  manu&ctory  of  various  articles  made  from  hemp, 
flax,  and  wool — embracing  the  several  operations  of  carding,  spinning, 
winding,  weaving,  &c. — and  had  formerly  three  secular  teachers  for 
giving  instruction  in  these  processes ;  but  latterly  this  has  been  dis- 
continued, and  the  ladies  of  the  convent  have  tal^en  upon  themselves 
the  charge  of  all  the  instruction — religious,  literary,  and  industrial — 
which  is  given  in  the  school. 

.The  pupils  pay  nothing  in  the  form  of  school-fees,  and  the  aid  granted 
by  the  Commissioners  of  Education  is  at  present  £10  per  annum. 

The  different  species  of  remunerative  employment  now  carried  on 
are,  knitting,  crochet,  embroidery,  every  description  of  plain  needle- 
work, and  w^hing.  Crochet  and  embroidery  collars  take  from  one  to 
eight  days  to  execute,  according  to  the  style  and  pattern.  For  the 
collar  done  in  a  day  the  worker  receives  from  5d,  to  7d, ;  for  that  which 
takes  from  five  to  eight  days,  from  2«.  to  4«.  Shirts  and  knitting  vary 
in  style  and  quality ;  and  the  prices  paid  to  workers  fluctuate  accordU 
ingly  from  4id.  to  os*  The  pupils  are  allowed  to  take  home  their  work 
every  day,  and  also  at  vacations.  About  20  girls  of  the  adjoining 
Literary  School  receive  wages  for  their  work ;  and  20  poor  women  (the 
parents  of  some  of  the  pupils)  are  employed  at  home  at  knitting,  and 
earn  from  Is.  6<£.  to  2«.  weekly. 

A  large  portion  of  the  work  is  executed  for  private  orders ;  the 
remainder  is  disposed  of  to  merchants  at  Cork,  Manchester,  and  London, 

Payments  are  made  every  Saturday ;  and  though  I  have  not  seen 
the  books  containing  accounts  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  I  can  have 
no  doubt  of  the  truthfulness  of  the  return  made  to  me,  that  the  wages 
fot  the  past  year,  1854,  amounted  to  £830,  being,  on  ah  average,  about 
3ft  per  week  to  ewh  girl  attending  the  school. 
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Highest  number  on  the  rolls  at  any  period  during  the  year,  •       .    M  Amxm  F* 

Average  number  in  daily  attendance  during  the  year,  .  .80  

Number  admitted  during  the  year, 42         Rapoita^ 

Number  struck  off  during  the  year,       ...•••    36         ofDiitrict 

Inapecton  of 

Of  these  latter  20  went  to  service,  and  15  emigrated.  sa^Hi™* 

I  have  only  been  able  to  visit  this  interesting  School  once  during  the  '* 

year,  on  28th  September  last,  on  which  daj  the  children  present  were  7%mim. 

returned  to  me  as  classified  in  the  following  manner,  vis. : — 

Beading  the  First  Book  of  Lessons, SS 

„         Second             „                   SO 

Third               „                   23 

Learning  the  Simple  Bules  of  Arithmetic,       .        .  .76 

„         Elements  of  Geography, 53 

Writing  on  SUtes 38 

„       Paper 38 

Engaged  at  Plain  Sewing. 16 

„       Embroidery 30 

„       Crochet,                24 

.,       Laundry-work, 6 

On  examination,  something  more  than  one-half  were  found  to  have 
mastered  the  elements  of  reading ;  in  the  other  subjects,  fiuniliarlj 
known  in  the  great  majority  of  the  ordinary  National  Schools,  no  pro- 
gress could  be  reported;  nor  was  this  state  of  things  much  to  be 
wondered  at,  as  I  was  informed  that  **  they  entered  the  School  perfectlj 
ignorant  with  regard  both  to  literary  and  religious  knowledge.** 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  time-table  which  I  found  in  use  in  th«| 
School :—     , 

At    9  o'clock.  Plain  Work,  Crochet,  and  Knitting. 

„   10        „      Beading  and  Spelling. 

„    11        ,,      Beligious  Instruction. 

,f  m     >t      Plain  Work,  Crochet,  Knitting,  Embroidery. 

„     6        „      Girls  are  dismissed. 

In  September  last  laundry  work  was  introduced,  and  six  girls  wei^ 
engaged  at  this  species  of  employment  on  the  dav  of  my  visit  At  a 
cost  of  about  £20,  a  separate  wash-house  has  been  fnmished  with  tables, 
tubs,  irons,  &c.,  and  all  the  appliances  to  be  found  in  the  generality  of 
the  places  to  which  girls  go,  with  a  view  to  make  the  instruction  in 
this  branch  of  industry  as  practical  as  possible,  and  qualify  the  girls 
for  service.  The  articles  to  be  washed  are  chiefly  supplied  from  the 
convent  and  college. 

Although  the  amount  of  literary  instruction  imparted  is  much  lower 
than  could  be  desired,  yet,  it  appears  to  me  important  that  this  kind  of 
School  should  receive  encouragement  and  support.  The  young  females 
who  attend  it  are  necessarily  of  the  poorest  class;  they  are  encouraged 
to  look  forward  to  eamings,rather  than  to  alms,  for  their  future  support ; 
and  in  this  way  much  idleness  and  consequent  poverty  are  prevented. 
In  the  school-room  they  are  cheerfully  and  usefully  occupied  during 
the  day;  and  from  the  habits  of  regularity  and  industry,  and  the 
religious  and  moral  instruction  acquired  in  the  School,  they  return  to 
their  homes  in  the  evening,  carrying  with  them  improved  tastes  for  the 
observance  of  the  principles  of  aecorum,  and  impressed  with  the  neces* 
sity  for  general  propriety  of  conduct  Thus  are  they  preserved  from 
felling  into  that  juvenile  criminality  which  is  the  result  of  the  social 
habits  of  the  young  out  of  School,  rather  than  of  the  want  of  good  in- 
struction within.  And  in  considering  this  question  it  is  worthy  of 
remark,  tbat  the  statistics  of  late  years  largely  tend  to  establish  th6 
opinion  thnX  neglected  childhood  and  juvenile  crime  stand  to  each  other  in 
the  relation  o/caute  andtfect. 
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Appendix  to  Tu/enty-Jirst  Report  of  Commissioners    [1854; 

This  School  has  now  been  in  operation  for  some  years ;  and  from  the 
impression  left  on  my  mind  after  the  single  official  visit  I  have  been 
able,  during  the  past  year,  to  pay  to  it,  it  appears  to  have  been  carried 
on  with  devoted  earnestness  on  the  part  of  its  enlightened  and  benevo- 
lent managers,  and  with  great  diligence,  talent,  and  skill,  by  the  lady 
specially  charged  with  its  superintendence. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant^ 

Eugene  A.  Cokwell, 
Inspector  of  National  Schools. 
The  Secretaries, 
Education  Office,  Dublin. 


Nos.  15, 16, 17,  and  18. — Special  Bepobts,  by  Thomas  O'Lottghlut, 
Esq.,  District  Inspector,  on  the  Midleton,  Tallow,  Youohal, 
and  Feshot  Industrial  National  Schools. 

Lismore,  April  6  th,  1855. 

Qentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  1854  upon 
the  Industrial  Schools  of  Midleton,  Tallow,  Youghal,  and  Fermoy.  I 
think  it  right,  however,  to  inform  you  that,  not  having  been  in  charge 
of  this  District  for  more  than  half  the  year,  I  have  been  obliged  to  use, 
to  some  extent,  the  returns  furnished  to  me  by  the  managers,  instead 
of  those  which  my  own  observation  would  otherwise  have  enabled  roe 
to  offer.  I  premise  this,  not  because  the  accuracy  of  these  returns  can, 
in  any  respect,  be  questioned,  but  because  the  responsibility  attached  to 
them  is  one  which  I  ought  not  to  assume. 

No.  15. — Midleton  Industrial  National  School. 

,  The  elegant  and  spacious  building  in  which  this  School  is  held,  has 
lately  been  erected,  at  considerable  expense,  by  the  religious  com- 
munity of  the  Presentation  Order  of  Nuns.  It  stands  on  the  grounds 
attached  to  their  Convent;  and  from  its  elevated  position  and  pleasing 
appearance,  forms  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  and  attractive  objects  in 
the  town  or  neighbourhood  of  Midleton.  Its  situation  is  eminently 
suitable  and  healthful,  and  further  recommends  itself  by  its  proximity 
to  the  town  from  which  it  draws  the  majority  of  the  pupils  who  attend 
at  it.  The  building  is  capable  of  accommodating  about  one  thousand 
children.  It  contains  seven  lofty  and  spacious  rooms,  well  lighted, 
warmed,  and  ventilated,  unexceptionable  in  point  of  neatness  and 
cleanliness,  and  admirably  fitted  up  with  the  requisite  school  fur- 
niture and  appliances.  The  basement,  or  lower  story,  is  divided  into 
three  compartments,  two  of  which  (measuring  30  feet  by  29  feet  by  15 
feet,  and  30  feet  by  25  feet  by  15  feet)  are  devoted  to  the  purpose  of 
literary  instruction,  whilst  the  third  (40  feet  by  30  feet  by  15  feet)  is 
elegantly  fitted  up  as  an  Infant  School,  with  gallery,  maps,  pictorial 
tablets,  &c.  This  department  originally  formed  a  separate  School  in 
itself,  but  during  the  past  year  it  was  amalgamated  with  the  main 
School.  It  is  still,  however,  under  the  care  of  the  trained  Teacher, 
who  was  formerly  paid  by  the  Commissioners,  but  who^  on  account  of 
her  efficient  exertions,  has  been  retained  by  the  Nuns. 

The  upper  story  contains  four  rooms ;  three  of  these  correspond  in 
dimensions  to  those  below ;  the  fourth,  a  lobby-room  (12  feet  by  12 
feet  by  15  feet),  is  set  apart  as  a  cloak-room.  The  apartment  occupied 
by  the  industrial  class,  is  of  the  same  dimensions  as  that  in  which  the 
Infimt  School  is  held,  and  is  exceedingly  well  adapted  to  its  purpose. 
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Excellent  and  suitable  farnitnre,  perfect  light  and  ventilation,  simple  Appewjix  P. 
and  judicioos  business  arrangements  leave  nothing  to  be  desired  either  ^^   ^^ 
for  comfort  or  convenience ;    but  it  is  the  cheerful  neatness  which  of  {^gtriet 
greets  one  at  every  turn,  and  tlie  order  and  regularity  which  every-  inspectors  on 
where  prevail,  that  most  readily  attract  attention,  and  most  favourably  gjjjj^*^ 

impress  the  mind  of  a  stranger.     The  tidy  appearance  of  the  pupils,        

too,  is  most  gratifying ;  but  this  is  a  feature  of  the  School  which  many  MUVeUm, 
circumstances  have  conspired  to  render  prominent.  Discipline,  example,  T^^T!/  ^^ 
and  the  most  watchful  care,  on  the  part  of  the  ladies  of  the  Convent  F^«y/ 
have  all  exercised  an  influence  upon  it;  but  that  which,  in  the  Indus- 
trial Department,  has  operated  most  sensibly,  is  self-interest — not  self- 
interest  on  moral  or  sanitary  grounds  (for  that  the  pupils  could  not 
clearly  comprehend),  but  on  the  ground  of  direct  pecuniary  gain. 
It  80  happens  that  a  kind  of  work  (a  species  of  embroidery)  has 
been  introduced  into  this  School  which,  while  it  offers  the  best  hopes 
of  remuneration,  requires  the  greatest  possible  amount  of  care  in  pre- 
serving the  materials  from  being  soiled  or  stained.  These  materials', 
when  furnished  to  the  worker,  are  of  the  purest  and  most  brilliant 
whiteness — such,  too,  must  be  the  piece  of  work  formed  from  them, 
though,  perhaps,  a  fortnight  would  barely  suffice  for  its  completion. 
How  this  can  be  accomplished  I  need  not  describe,  but  it  i«  accom- 
plished ;  and  the  fact  is  one  which  I  think  I  ought  to  record,  for  it 
shows  that  the  reproach  which  has  been  so  often  cast  upon  the  lower 
orders  of  the  people  of  thia  country,  though  it  may  attach  to  the 
squalor  of  their  poverty,  cannot  with  justice  be  applied  to  their  natural 
habits — a  conviction  which  forces  itself  still  more  strongly  on  our  minds, 
when  we  consider  that  this  very  work,  which  won  high  compliments 
from  the  English  merchants,  was  executed  not  alone  in  the  neat  and 
tidy  National  School-room,  but  in  the  wretched  homes  of  the  work-girls. 
At  worst  it  shows  that,  whether  want  of  cleanliness  be  an  acquired  or 
natural  defect  of  character,  it  is  nevertheless  capable  of  being  remedied 
by  education  and  proper  training.  Industrial  Schools,  undoubtedly, 
furnish  the  strongest  inducements  and  the  best  field  for  such  training ; 
they  have  also  the  advantage  of  larger  numbers  to  operate  upon.  But 
most  important  of  all,  they  exercise  their  influence  through  the  best 
possible  medium — the  female  sex.  For  home  is  the  theatre  of  woman's 
actions — the  same  home  where  youth  receives  its  ideas,  and  manhood 
its  influences — the  home  which  gives  (what  the  philosopher  looked  for) 
a  point  from  which  the  world  can  be  moved.  The  value  of  these  in- 
stitutions, therefore,  is  not  to  be  estimated  according  to  the  number  of 
pupils  who  directly  partake  of  their  advantages,  but  according  to  the 
number  of  homeB  which  such  pupils  influence.  From  this  point  of 
view  the  following  returns  for  the  Midleton  School  will  be  r«id  with 
satis&ction : — 

Highest  number  of  names  on  the  rolls  at  any  period  during  past 
year,  including  literary  and  industrial  pupils,         .        .        .      962 

Average  daily  attendance,  including  do.  do.,      .        .        .        .      638 

Highest  number  of  industrial  pupils'  names  on  rolls  at  any  period 
during  past  year,  200 

ATerage  daily  attendance  of  do., 120 

Number  of  industrial  pupils  above  sixteen  years  of  age,  whose 
names  were  on  the  rolls  on  31st  December,  1854  (about)        .        60 

In  reference  to  the  above  numbers,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that 
industrial  instruction  is  not  confined  exclusively  to  the  comparatively 
few  who  are  designated  'industrial  pupils,"  but  is  extended  to  all  who  are 
capable  of  receiving  it  To  the  literary  pupils  it  is  of  course  a  mere  ad- 
junct) and  embraces  only  such  domeistic  kinds  of  work  as  dress-making, 
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ahiri-making,  and  knitting.  One  hour  daily  snatohed  from  literaiy 
businessy  suffices  for  instruction  in  these  humble  but  necessaiy  emploj- 
ments.  For  the  industrial  pupils  the  school-time  is  analogously  appor- 
tioned; work,  however,  engrossing  the  longer  period.  Liteiary  instruction 
they  attend  to  with  reluctance  and  despatch  with  impatience.  The 
two  hours  devoted  to  it  are  considered  as  misspent ;  not  because  they 
believe  mental  education  to  be  worthless,  but  because  it  is  a  luxury 
which  their  poverty  cannot  afford,  or  will  not  purchase  with  the  loss  of 
remunerative  labour.  Similarly  do  they  refuse  to  learn  the  less  pro- 
fitable but  more  useful  branches  of  work.  Plain  sewing  or  knitting 
they  will  not  undertake,  but  they  will  give  every  available  moment  to 
cambric  and  muslin  embroidery,  to  Berlin-work  and  crochet.  The 
first-named  of  these  being  the  most  remunerative  kind  of  fancy  work, 
employs  the  largest  number  of  hands.  As  much  as  65.  or  8«.  per 
week  can  be  earned  by  a  skilful  and  industrious  cambric-embroiderer  ; 
but  as  the  good  workers  are  compafatively  few,  and  as  other  leas 
profitable  kinds  of  work  are  done  in  the  School,  these  figures 
could  not  be  taken  as  an  index  to  the  general  earnings.  Two 
shillings  and  sixpence  or  three  shillings  per  week  may  be  taken  as  a 
favourable  average  for  each  girl,  supposing  her  to  work  for  twelve 
hours  a-day.  It  will  hardly  appear  even  so  much  if  we  compare  the 
average  daily  attendance  of  industrial  pupils  with  the  gross  amount  of 
money  paid  for  their  work,  viz.,  £565 ;  but  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  foregoing  figures  represent  what  they  are  abU  to  earn,  rather 
that  what  they  actually  do  earn.  The  net  gain  in  money  is  shown  in 
the  £565,  but  such  a  sum  (or  one  ten  times  as  large)  gives  a  very  im- 
perfect idea  of  the  other  advantages,  literary  and  moial,  sanitary  and 
social,  which  result  from  such  an  institution.  Time  alone  will  make 
them  fully  appear. 

No.  16. — ^T ALLOW  Ikdtjstrial  National  School, 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  the  development  of  the  mind  has  not  been 
sacrificed  to  even  the  wonderful  dexterity  of  the  hand,  which  the 
children  of  this  School  have  arrived  at  in  the  manufacture  of  lace. 
Every  girl  in  this  School,  who  is  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  is  obliged 
to  atteud  to  all  the  literary  business  of  her  class  ;  while  those  above 
that  age  receive,  for  the  most  part,  two  hours'  literary  instruction 
daily.  There  are  some,  however,  but  very  few,  who  do  not  attend  to 
any  of  the  literary  business  of  the  School,  namely,  such  as  are  too 
advanced  in  years,  and  one  or  two  deaf  and  dumb  girls. 

Referring  to  the  School  records,  I  am  enabled  to  make  out  the 
following  returns  for  the  year  1854  : — 

Highest  number  on  the  rolls,  iacluding  literaiy  and  industrial 

pupils, 489 

Average  daily  attendance,  including  do.  do.,   .                .        .  334 

Highest  number  of  industrial  pupils  whose  names  appeared  on 

the  rolls  at  any  period  during  past  year,        .        .        .        .  170 

Average  dally  attendance  of  do.  (about)          ....  90 

Separate  records  not  having  been  kept  for  the  Literary  and  Indus- 
trial Departments,  I  can  only  point  to  the  two  last  numbers  as  an 
approximation  of  the  truth,  but  as  dose  an  approximation  as  could  be 
niade.  If  they  be  in  any  respect  incorrect,  it  is  in  being  nnfavourable 
to  the  School.  On  the  occasion  of  a  visit  of  inspection  in  October  last, 
I  found  an  attendance  of  346  children  (smaller  than  at  some  previous 
inspections),  who  were  thus  distributed  :— 

Sewing, 100 

Knitting, 78  J 

Laoe-making,  Ac.,        •«....        IM  * 
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Bat  rereFting  to  the  retnnis  given  abore,  I  have  to  point  to  one  Appsmbuc  F. 
remarkable  featnre  of  IndoBtrial  Schools  which  they  exhibit^  vii.,  j.     "" 
the  comparatively  trifling  difference  between  the  highest  number  of  of  Sittrict 
names  on  the  rolls  and  the  number  of  pupils  in  actual  attendance  at  the  Innwctonoii 
School— a  circamstance  which  shows  the  great  regularity  witli  which  sJu**!^*^ 

these  Schools  are  attended.     But  this  will  be  still  more  apparent,  if  we        

bear  in  mind  that,  whereas  the  457  in  the  return  alluded  to,  only  refers  MidUum^ 
to  the  number  of  names  on  the  rolls  at  the  most /avouro^/e  season  of  the  Tf^^  ^ 
rear,  the  334  takes  account  of  the  pupils  in  actual  attendance  during  p^Sto^! 
all  the  aeasons  of  the  year. 

Taniiug  to  the  kinds  of  work  which  occupy  the  pupils'  time  and 
attention,  I  find  that  they  are  various.  Pillow  or  cushion  lace, 
limerick-lace,  crochet,  &ncy  netting,  meshwork,  and  fancy  needle-work 
are  a  few  of  the  varieties.  These,  however,  are  not  carried  on  eimuU 
taDeoosly,  but  have  a  certain  rotation,  according  to  the  season  of  the 
year,  and  the  demands  of  the  market.  Two  of  them— -cushion-lace  and 
Limerick-lace — ^may  be  said  to  be  permanent.  The  former  is  sometimes 
suspended  to  a  greater  or  less  extent— the  latter  not  at  all.  But,  as  a 
general  mle,  cushion-lace,  as  being  more  remunerative,  attracts  a  greater 
Diunber  of  hands,  and  for  a  longer  time  than  any  other  branch.  In  the 
manofactnre  of  Limerick-lace,  twenty-three  girls  are  constantly  em- 
ployed, bnt  these  are  indentured  to  the  Nuns.  The  permanent  earnings 
of  the  pupils  vary  from  1«.  6d,  to  6«.  per  week — about  twenty  of  the 
cQfihion-lace  makers  being  able  to  earn  the  latter  sum.  At  times, 
however,  when  there  is  a  demand  for  some  particular  kind  of  work 
(saeh  as  crochet),  even  10<.  per  week  has  been  earned,  but,  of  course, 
this  can  scarcely  be  included  in  the  general  order  of  business.  A 
correct  idea  of  the  gross  and  individual  earnings  of  the  pupils,  and 
of  the  proceeds  of  each  kind  of  work  may  be  formed  from  the  following 
returns : — 

£  «.  d. 
Qnm  amount  paid  during  past  year  to  the  workers  at 

Pillow  or  Cushion  lace, 301  0  0 

Gross  amount  paid  during  past  year  to  the  workers  at 

Limerick-lace, 36  14  8 

Netting, 20  0  0 

Miacellaneoufl, 14  0  0 

Valoeofwork  in  hand  at  the  close  of  1854,     .        .        •  30  0  0 

£401  14    8 

which,  for  an  average  attendance  of  ninety  pupils,  allows  a  sum  of  about 
^i  9i.  34if.  to  each.  This  seems  small  remuneration  for  the  labour  of 
&  j^r;  bat  we  must  remember  that  it  is  earned  by  mere  children 
(their  ages  generally  ranging  from  about  seven  to  sixteen  years),  and 
that  it  is  accompanied  by  the  benefits  of  a  good  education,  and  of  the 
^  possible  moral  training. 

No.  17. — YonQHAL  Industbial  National  School. 

This  School,  which  is  held  in  the  same  house  as  when  last  reported 
ttpon,  continues  to  progress  satisfiEustorily.  The  attendance  during  the 
7^r  has  been  good  (considering  the  circumstances  and  habits  of  the 
population  from  which  the  pupils  are  drawn),  and  the  pecuniary  returns 
ue  most  gratifying.  The  great  exactness  with  which  these  latter  have 
been  made  out,  refiects  credit  on  the  *' Sister"  who  Imd  charge  of 
them,  and  enables  me  to  o£Per  precise  and  reliable  information  to  the 
Commissioners.  The  gross  attendance  of  pupils  is  also  very  correctly 
neorded,  bdt  leparate  **  rolls"  qot  haying  hwa  kept  for  the  literaij^ 
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Appendix  to  Twentif-first  Report  of  Commisnoners  [1854. 

and  indastrial  classes,  I  am  unable  to  offer  as  precise  information  in 
reference  to  the  latter  as  I  would  wi8h.  The  following,  however,  may 
be  taken  as  a  sufficiently  accurate  return  : — 

Highest  number  of  pupils  (literary  and  industrial)  whose  names 

were  on  the  rolls  at  any  period  during  the  past  year,  .  728 

Average  daily  attendance  of  do.  do., 337 

Highest  number  of  industrial  pupils  on  the  rolls  at  any  period 

of  1854, 160 

Average  daily  attendance  of  do.  do. 120 

Of  the  pupils  who  form  the  industrial  class,  about  one-third  are 
above  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  The  majority  of  the^^o  attend  to 
literary  instruction  for  two  hours  daily ;  some,  however,  only  for  one 
hour,  or  even  less,  but  these  latter  are  not  included  in  the  number  ou 
which  the  Commissioners  pay  a  per  centage  as  salary.  With  such,  the 
Nuns  exercise  a  discretionary  power,  instructing  all  who  require  it,  and 
who  are  capable  of  receiving  it ;  but,  in  many  cases,  they  find  it  not 
only  impossible,  but  impolitic,  to  attempt  to  force  any  thing  like  even 
the  rudiments  of  an  education  into  the  minds  of  girls  who  have  grown 
up  to  nineteen  or  twenty  years  of  age,  without  a  knowledge  of  their 
alphabet.  Efforts  for  such  a  purpose  would  only  drive  such  girls  from 
the  Industrial  Schools  altogether,  and  thereby  cast  them  back  upon 
society  without  knowledge  of  any  kind — without  hope  of  attainint^ 
it — and,  possibly,  without  the  opportunity  of  saving  themselves  from 
vice.  Every  care,  howeyer,  is  taken  to  instruct  all  who  are  capable  of 
being  instructed  in  literary  business.  Accordingly,  those  under  sixteen 
years  of  age  are  made  to  attend  to  the  principal  branches  taught  in  tho 
Literary  Department  for  three  hours  daily  ;  those  over  that  age,  who 
can  be  induced  to  do  so,  for  two  hours  daily  ;  while  those  who  are  too 
old  to  learn,  or  whose  education  is  considered  sufficient,  for  (nie  hour  or 
less.  Those  who  receive  literary  instruction  for  so  short  a  period  as 
one  hour,  are  generally  such  as  are  anxious  to  learn  only  to  read  and 
write;  or  who,  having  already  obtained  a  fair  education,  wish  to 
improve  themselves  in  some  particular  branch.  The  hours  for  in- 
dustrial instruction  vary  inversely  as  those  for  literary  business  ;  the 
rule  being  that  the  pupils  are  to  be  engaged  at  one  or  other  during  the 
whole  of  school  time. 

The  majority  of  those  receiving  instruction  in  industrial  pursuits 
employ  themselves  at  point-lace  and  crochet,  these  being  the  moat 
remunerative  branches.  Many,  however,  are  engaged  at  muslin 
embroidery  and  flower-making ;  and  all,  both  literary  and  industrial 
pupils,  are  instructed  in  knitting  and  plain  work.  The  earnings, 
though  large  in  the  aggregate,  are  individually  small ;  Zs,  a-week  may 
be  set  down  as  a  favourable  average.  A  few,  indeed,  at  "  point-lace 
making"  can  earn  as  much  as  4«.  a-week,  but  only  by  working  about 
twelve  hours  daily.  Crochet  would  prove  much  more  remunerative  if 
a  constant  market  could  be  found  for  it. 

The  account  for  work  done  and  money  received  by  the  pupils,  stands 
thus : — 

£    <.  d. 

Plain  Work,  13  17    2 

Flowers, 735 

Embroidery, 54    6  10} 

Poiot-lace  and  Crochet, 614  16    6^ 

Value  of  work  in  hand, 50    0    O 

Total,  .     £740    8  llf 
For  an  avezage  attendance  of  120  pupils,  we  will  thus  have  about 
£%  3f;  id,  for  each ;  a  pretty  considtiable  sum,  all  things  considered. 
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No.  18 — Febmot  InbustxiaIi  National  School.  Apfbiwx  F. 

No  material  change  bas  taken  place  in  the  arrangement  of  this  School  R««oru 
eince  last  reported  upon.     The  indnstrial  pupils  still  occupy  the  same  y^  bi^triet 
room  with  the  literary  classes — a  defect  which  can  be  remedied  only  by  in2!lSri2  *' 
the  erection  of  additional  buildings.     The  monitress  paid  by  the  Com-  Schools, 
missioners  of  Education  continues,  under  the  guidance  of  the  hidies  of  ^_T~' 
the  convent,  to  superintend  the  Industrial   Department.     The  skill  Xallow  ' 
displayed  by  the  pupils,  the   superior  finish  of  the  work,  and  the  rou^,und 
ele>^nce  of  its  design,  reflect  considerable  credit  on  her  labours.  Ftrmog, 

The  kinds  of  work  are  various,  but  the  principal  are  *' imitation 
point-lace,"  bead-work,  netting,  crochet,  and  muslin-embroidery.  The 
two  last  being  the  most  remunerative,  occupy  the  greatest  number  of 
hands,  and  receive  the  greatest  share  of  attention.  Probably  about 
two-thirds  of  the  entire  number  of  industrial  pupils  are  engaged  in 
these  branches,  their  individual  earnings  averaging  about  2f.  6<i.  or  3<. 
per  week.  But  as  no  cash  account  has  been  kept,  nor  any  separate 
record  of  the  attendance  of  literary  and  industrial  pupils,  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  submit  to  the  Commissioners,  sufficiently  precise  returns  as 
to  the  gross  or  iudividual  earnings  of  the  pupils  in  this  School,  or  as  to 
the  numbers  who  attend  at  it. 

I  am,  Qentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  O'LouaRLiir, 

District  Inspeeter. 

The  Secretaries, 

Education  Office,  Dublin. 


No.  19. — Special  Report  of  Mrs.  Campbell,  Superintendent  of  the  C^^tral  FtmaU 
Female  Training  and  Central  Model  Schools,  on  the  Industrial  t^Mm^ 
Education  in  those  Schools.  School^ 

Gentlemen, — In  compliance  with  your  directions  that  a  Report  on 
the  state  of  industrial  progress  in  the  Schools  under  my  care  should  be 
furnished,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  brief  summary. 

The  numbers  attending  the  Model  School  as  daily  pupils  continue  to 
be  about  the  same  as  during  previous  years,  namely,  a  steady  aggre- 
gate of  about  500  on  the  rolls,  and  to  this  number  the  attendance  may 
be  said  to  be  restricted  by  the  accommodation,  it  being  necessary  to 
reserve  convenient  space  for  seventy  or  eighty  teachers  usually  in  pro- 
gress of  training. 

The  system  of  instruction,  and  the  general  arrangements  adopted  for 
industrial  teaching,  are  of  the  same  description  and  character  as  those 
in  use  during  several  former  years,  and  which,  from  the  successful 
results,  appear  to  be  much  valued  by  both  parents,  children,  and  the 
public  generally.  This  conclusion  is  thought  to  be  unavoidably  arrived 
at  when  it  is  considered  that,  notwithstanding  the  large  numbers  on 
the  rolls  and  in  attendance,  there  are  generally  200  to  300  appli- 
cations in  arrear  from  parents  for  the  admission  of  their  children, 
which  are,  of  course,  attended  to  as  vacancies  arise,  and  always  in  the 
strict  order  of  the  application. 

This  amount  of  public  appreciation  is  not  supposed  to  be  ascribed 
exclusively  to  the  success  of  the  industrial  teaching,  irrespective  of  the 
literary  value  of  the  School ;  at  the  same  time  it  may  be  observed,  that 
the  progress  of  the  children  in  useful  acquirements  suited  to  domestic 
purposes^  and  in  industrial  tendencies,  brings  home  to  the  onderstaading 
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Appendix  F.  and  to  the  comfort  of  the  parents,  very  pleasing  and  practical  proofs  of 
their  diligence  and  success  at  school,  and  of  the  habits  formed  there, 
and  renders  their  acceptance  as  apprentices,  or  their  employment  as 
assistants  to  respectable  places  of  business  a  matter  of  easy  accomplish- 
ment. 

The  department  for  teaching  plain  work,  the  paramount  importance 
CfmtralFemaU  of  which  is  duly  felt,  continues  to  receive  its  usual  amount  of  attention, 
jt^^^^  and  is  in  an  equally  prosperous  state  as  heretofore ;  i^mething  very 
S^S^  nearly  approaching  to  perfection  is  aimed  at  in  this  department,  con- 

stituting, as  it  does,  the  foundation  of  excellence  in  every  other  branch 
of  needlework,  but  being  infinitely  superior  to  all  in  its  general,  or 
rather  indispensable,  utility.  In  the  course  of  the  past  year  about  £16 
have  been  distributed  as  rewards  among  the  several  children  of  the 
plain  work  and  mending  classes,  capable  of  competing  or  producing^ 
good  samples  of  work  in  the  usual  manner;  and  in  various  small  sums, 
according  to  proficiency,  the  highest  premium  not  exceeding  6(£.,  and 
thence  down  to  an  almost  nominal  sum,  but  which,  however  small,  is 
yet  found  to  stimulate  children  to  efforts  consistent  with  their  years 
and  capabilities. 

In  connexion  with  domestic  works  knitting  may  be  mentioned  as  « 
useful  branch  ;  it  continues  to  be  practised  as  attentively  as  heretofore, 
though  now  applied  chiefly  to  making  stockings  for  home  use ;  and  in 
the  crochet  kinds,  to  making  warm  winter-jackets,  rather  than  to  those 
more  fanciful  sorts  which  were  in  much  request  during  former  years, 
and  by  which  respectable  sums  were  earned  by  the  pupils  in  supplying 
shops  during  the  prevalence  of  those  tastes  for  &ncy  knitting,  and 
hefore  the  introduction  of  imiUxtumi  by  the  loom. 

Netting  and  straw-platting  may  be  noticed  as  forming  sections  of 
the  plain-work  department ;  the  former  is  applicable  to  many  and  very 
useful  purposes,  whether  designed  for  fishing  nets  or  as  covering  for 
fruit  trees ;  or,  in  the  finer  kinds,  for  the  more  elegant  accessories  of 
the  apartments  of  the  wealthy.  The  latter,  straw-plattbg,  including 
a  knowledge  of  Tuscan  plat,  is  taught  in  a  limited  way  on  certain  days, 
as  the  art,  though  unlikely  to  be  of  much  use  to  the  children  of  a  city, 
may  possibly  become  of  value  to  the  teachers  of  schools  in  the  country. 
Both  these  sections  are  designed  chiefly  as  furnishing  the  Teachers  in 
Training  with  the  means  and  the  opportunity  of  making  the  acquire- 
ments. 

Of  the  continued  success  of  the  department  for  teaching  cutting-ont, 
and  dressmaking,  I  am  enabled  to  speak  with  satisfaction,  there  having 
been  during  the  year  upwards  of  2o8  dresses  and  garments  of  variolas 
sorts  cut-out  and  made-up  by  the  pupils  of  the  daily  school. 

The  usual  amount  of  success  has  attended  the  sewed-muslin  or  em- 
broidery classes  during  the  last  year.  The  teachers  are  the  same,  and 
the  work  is  supplied  by  the  same  manufacturer  as  heretofore.  About 
£27  have  been  paid  by  him  for  work  wrought  in  this  department ; 
while,  at  the  same  time,  the  pupils  practising  have  lost  none  of  the 
literary  advantages  of  the  school ;  and  many  have  acquired  proficiency 
in  a  description  of  work  most  likely  to  hold  its  place  in  public  use  and 
estimation  for  several  years  to  come,  and  the  present  demand  for  which 
appears  rather  on  the  increase  than  otherwise. 

The  practice  of  worsted  or  Berlin-wool  work  has  been  much  discon- 
tinued, in  an  extended  way,  during  the  past  year,  both  from  the  high 
price  of  the  materials  required  for  the  work,  but  chiefly  from  the  very 
little  real  advantage  to  be  gained  from  it,  as  an  acquirement  fbr  the 
.  humbler  classes.  So  lon^  as  sampler  work  continues  in  use  in  school^ 
'^e  foundation  of  worsted  work  will  be  laid  in  the  knowledge  acquired 
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of  crossHstitch  and  other  stitches.     Bat,  until  drawing  is  so  £&r  advanced  Appendix  P. 
as  to  guide  the  practitioner  in  the  grouping  and  colouring  of  flowers,  j^^  ^  r^ 
she  must  adopt  the  present  mechanical  process  of  copying  some  pattern  of  District 

stitch  by  stitch.  Inspectors  on 

Most  ladies  practise  this  work  as  an  amnsement,  and,  therefore,  gJ^*|J^ 
render  the  sale  to  shops,  or  otherwise,  too  precarious  a  matter  to  engage  J^ 
in^  considering  the  cost  of  the  necessary  outlay  on  materials.  Cmtral  Fmmd$ 

The  Teachers  in  Training,  of  whom  there  were  in  the  training  estab-  jyJ^^fT^ 
lishment  during  the  year  91,  have  been  instructed  in  these  branches  Scko^ 
also,  in  the  tisnal  manner.  The  encouragement  aflbrded  to  the  learners, 
of  obtaining  any  article  cut-out  and  made-up  by  themselves,  at  an 
abatement  of  the  cost  price,  is  still  accorded  by  the  Commissioners 
to  both  the  daily  pupils  and  the  Training  Teachers,  and  has  its  value 
in  acting  as  a  stimulant  to  the  acquirements.  The  several  teachers  in* 
the  training  establishment  in  the  course  of  the  year  availed  themselves 
of  these  advantages,  to  the  extent  of  374  articles,  cut-out  and  nmde-np 
by  themselves. 

Drawing  is  still  taught  to  both  the  Teachers  in  Training  and  the 
advanced  pupils  of  the  school,  and  with  equal  success  as  heretofore. 
In  consequence  of  the  departure  of  Mrs.  Davitt  to  Melbourne,  a  change 
of  teachers  has  taken  place  in  the  department,  and  a  lady  and  gentle- 
man of  high  artistic  capabilities  have  the  direction,  under  whose  united 
and  talented  energies,  and  zeal  for  the  diffusion  of  good,  it  will,  doubt- 
less, become  productive  of  all  the  useful  results  anticipated,  and  of 
whieh  it  can  be  rendered  capable. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen,  yours,  &c, 

JuuA  Campbjell, 

Superintendtnt 
To  tk«  Stir^tarief,  ifec.,  &c. 


Ko.  30. — Special  Beport  of  W.  MaoDbbhott,  Esq.,  District  Inspe^-  m,  F§im'9. 
tor,  on  the  St.  Pbtsb*s  (Whitefriar-street)  Industbul  National 
School. 

December,  1854. 

GsBTuncsv, — Through  the  exertions  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Spratt,  this 
School  was  established  in  January,  1851,  in  order  to  diffuse  a  know- 
ledge of  the  higher  branches  of  needlework  among  the  humbler  classes 
of  females,  not  only  of  this  School,  but  of  such  extems  as  chose  to 
resort  hither  for  the  acquirement  of  the  above  essential  parts  of  fexnale 
education. 

The  School  forms  the  attic  story  of  the  St.  Peter's  Female  National 
School  It  is  sixty  feet  square,  and  well  supplied  with  all  the  require- 
ments necessary  for  its  efficient  working.  Besides  a  good  clock,  its 
furniture  consists  of  seventeen  work-tables,  and  thirty-four  forms,  equal 
to  accommodate  a  very  considerable  attendance. 

The  highest  number  on  the  books  for  the  last  twelve  months,  .  141 
The  aremge  attendance  for  the  same  period,  .  .  .  .  106 
Number  of  workers  present,      ..•.,,.  67 

who  were  thus  employed  : — 

Learning  Plain-work,       . ]5 

Embroideiy !        !  99 

Lace  or  Tambour- work, [       [  10 

Knitting;  .        .       .       .       .       .       •       .       *1       I  90 


Digitized  by 


Google 


89 


Appendix  to  Twenty-first  Rqport  of  Commissioners  £1854. 


Reports 
of  District 
Inspectors  on 
Indostriftl 
Schools. 

St.  PeUf: 


Appendix  F.  The  accouDts  consist  of  an  ordinary  National  School  Report  Book, 
and  a  large  Register,  containing  the  names  of  all  who  have  become 
pupils  since  its  establishment. 

The  Mistress,  Barbara  Mulligan,  has  taught  in  Enniskerry  and  other 
Industrial  Schools.  Her  saUiry  is  £12  per  annum,  £8  of  which  is 
paid  by  the  Commissioners ;  the  correspondent  contributes  the  re- 
mainder. 

The  supply  of  work  is  quite  of  a  chance  character ;  it  is  supplied 
by  such  persons  as  are  in  need  of  the  skill  or  despatch  of  the  workers ; 
but  the  proceeds  arising  from  that  work  is  of  a  very  small  amount 
indeed,  being  no  more  than  £1  145.  3d.  for  the  last  eleven  months,  and 
was  the  results  of  the  labour,  exclusively,  of  the  plain  and  embroidery 
workers.  The  highest  sum  which  any  of  them  received  during  that 
period  was  2a.  4}^d. ;  the  lowest,  IJcf. 

I  cannot  attribute  such  results  to  any  migratory  or  restless  disposi- 
tion said  to  distinguish  the  children  of  the  metropolis ;  but  perhaps 
they  can  be  traced  to  simpler  causes.  The  time  devoted  here,  and 
almost  in  all  the  Metropolitan  Schools,  to  the  acquirement  of  needle- 
work, is  but  one  hour  daily — a  period  quite  too  short  for  any  real 
or  pleasing  progress ;  consequently,  the  children,  seeing  that  they  have 
spent  much  time  profitlessly,  become  at  last  indiifercnt,  and  produce 
either  bad  work  or  none  at  all ;  while  the  same  class  of  pupils  in  the 
provinces  daily  dedicate  a  much  longer  period  to  needlework  than 
those  in  Dublin ;  consequently,  the  former  sooner  acquire  both  skill 
and  facility  in  the  execution  of  their  art,  and  receive  a  reward,  at 
least,  somewhat  commensurate  with  their  ability  and  application. 

Perhaps  there  is  another  cause  that  serves  to  retard  the  progress  of 
the  industrial  female  pupils  in  the  Dublin  schools. 

In  the  provinces,  the  ladies  of  the  respective  neighbourhoods  are, 
for  the  most  part,  regular  and  zealous  in  their  visits  to  those  schools, 
creating  attention  alike  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  and  the  pupil ;  but 
in  the  metropolis,  excepting  the  Convent  and  a  few  other  schools,  thev 
are  almost  abandoned  by  female  visitors,  who  would  take  any  interest 
in  the  progress  of  the  children.  This  neglect  is  the  more  to  be 
regretted,  seeing  that  nothing  is  more  estimable  thaq  to  teach  the 
ignorant,  especially  when  such  teaching  is  calculated  to  elevate  their 
hunlbler  sisters  in  the  scale  of  female  usefulness,  self-respect,  and  per- 
haps independence. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant^ 

W.  MacDebmott, 
The  Secretaries. 


No.  21. — Special  Report  of  W.  MaoDeemott,  Esq.,  District  Inspector, 
on  the  Baqqot-stbeet  Female  Industbial  National  School. 

January,  185i5. 

Qentlehen, — Agreeably  to  your  directions,  I  forward  to  you,  for 
the  information  of  the  Board,  my  Special  Report  on  the  above  School 
for  the  past  year. 

This  establishment  is  under  the  personal  direction  of  the  Sisters  of 
Mercy.  The  Industrial  Department  was  opened  in  1851,  in  a  large 
and  spacious  building,  well  supplied  with  all  the  requirements  essential 
to  a  combined  literary  and  industrial  establishment. 

The  latter  branch  is  carried  on  in  a  cheerful  and  lightsome  apart* 
ment,  measuring  40  feet  by  25  feet ;  there  are  five  other  rooms  dedi- 
cated exdosiyely  to  literary  instruction. 
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In  the  Industrial  Department  there  were  present  110>   ^^^jg         AotndixP^ 

Average  attendance, ISO  J  —^ 

Present  in  the  Literary  School,  ....       4451  ^KlSict 

of  whom  more  tban  two-thirds,  or  about  300,  likewise  receive  inatruc-  J"?*^?  ^ 

...111  '  '  Indttstnai 

tion  m  needlework.  Schoob. 

Begtdatioru. — The  Industrial  Department  commences  business  at        

half-past  eight  o'clock  each  morning  ;*  it  closes  in  summer  at  six,  and  ^•W^*-*''^- 
four  iu  winter.     During  this  period,  the  adults,  or  those  who  are  not 
attached  to  the  National  School,  are  engaged  in  shirt  and  dress  making, 
knitting,  and  plain  work  in  general ;  but  no  fancy  work,  the  latter 
being  found  quite  unproductive. 

The  pupils  of  the  National  School  enter  the  Industrial  Department, 
bv  chisses,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  where  they  remain 
until  half-past  eleven,  when  they  pass  back  to  the  Literary  School,  in 
which  they  continue  until  half-past  two  o'clock,  when  the  more  grown 
girls  return  to  the  Industrial  Department,  and  there  remain  until  four 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  employed  in  the  various  sorts  of  needlework 
already  mentioned. 

The  Teachers  are  the  ladies  of  the  Convent ;  no  paid  teachers  are  at 
present  employed. 

The  Accounts  are  merely  a  register,  containing  each  pupil's  name, 
age,  residence,  together  with  the  occupation  of  her  parents. 

There  is  no  remuneration  given  to  the  pupils ;  the  proceeds  of  the 
work  are  applied  to  the  purchase  of  fresh  materials ;  besides,  it  forms 
a  part  of  the  funds  for  the  support  of  the  more  necessitous  pupils^  and 
those  adult  interns,  who  receive  food,  clothing,  and  shelter,  from  the 
Convent 

Judging  from  my  own  experience,  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  forming 
the  opinion  that  the  Literary  Department  of  this  School  is  inferior  to 
none  other  in  Ireland.  I  find  that  the  children  who  have  been  uniform 
in  their  attendance  evince  a  knowledge  of  their  business,  which  reflects 
credit  on  themselves,  and  their  benevolent  and  highly  qualified  teachers. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MacDebmott,  District  Inspector. 
The  Secretaries. 


No.  22. — Spicial  Rbpobt  of  W.  MaoDe&m orr,  Esq.,  District  Inspector,  Kv^fdom. 
on  the  Kingstown  Female  Industrial  School. 

January,  1855. 

Gentlemen, — Agreeably  to  your  directions,  I  lay  before  you,  for 
the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  my  Report  on  the  Industrial 
Pemale  School  of  Kingstown  for  the  last  year. 

This  School  is  carried  on  in  the  same  building  in  which  the  Female 
National  School  is  conducted,  but  not  in  the  same  apartment.  It  is 
lightsome,  properly  ventiUted,  and  well  suited  for  the  purpose  to  which 
it  is  dedicated. 

There  were  present  at  my  last  visit  here     .        •        .        10^ 

Number  on  the  hooks, 45  V  Adults. 

Average  attendance, .       303 

Besides  these,  there  were  present  in  the  Literary  Department  267, 
aboat  one-half  of  whom  daily  receive  instruction  in  needlework. 

*  Except  on  Satudayii  when  the  Schools  are  not  open. 
TOL.  n.  » 
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iKPFENDix  F.  Eegulalwns. — The  business  of  tlie  Indastrial  School  commences  at 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  closes  at  three,  during  which  period 
the  adults  (those  who  do  not  belong  to  the  National  School)  are 
engaged  at  plain  and  fancy  work.  The  literary  pupils  of  the  National 
School  receive  instructions  in  the  above  branches  for  three  hours  daily, 
that  is,  by  classes  or  drafts,  and  at  different  times  of  the  day. 

The  'Accounts  consist  merely  of  an  entry  in  a  book,  kept  specially 
for  the  purpose,  of  the  name  of  each  pupil  in  the  School,  and  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  piece  of  work  she  has  got  to  execute. 

The  Teachers  are  the  ladies  of  the  Convent  of  St.  Mary's,  Kingstown. 

The  Remuneration. — If  the  wrought  article  be  sold  in  the  Convent, 
the  worker  receives  the  full  price  of  the  article  sold,  the  prime  cost  of 
the  material  being  first  deducted.  If  it  be  not  sold  in  the  Convent, 
there  is  another  mode  adopted  for  the  more  ready  sale  of  each  wrought 
article  :  a  trustworthy  woman  is  employed  by  the  ladies  of  the  Con- 
vent, who  give  her,  at  stated  times,  a  basket  fully  supplied  with  the 
various  articles  they  have  for  sale ;  with  this  basket  she  goes  round  to 
the  different  persons  in  the  yicinage  likely  to  become  purchasers  of  her 
stock ;  on  her  return,  she  deliyers  an  account  of  her  sales,  when,  in 
consideration  of  her  time  and  labour,  she  receives  \^d.  for  every  1«. 
■he  returns  for  those  sales.  In  this  arrangement  there  is  a  mutual 
accommodation  to  both  render  and  buyer ;  for  the  former  it  effects 
One  of  the  great  principles  of  trade — a  quick  sale ;  while  the  latter  is 
spared  the  time  and  trouble  of  going  to  purchase  that  abroad  which  is 
brought  to  their  own  door. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Qentlemen,  your  obedient  servant^ 


The  Secretaries. 


W.  MaoDebmott,  District  Inspector. 


T^mjUwrum, 


No.  23. — Special  Report  of  James  M'LooHiiiN,E8q.,  District  Inspector, 
upon  the  Teupleobuic  Fehals  Industrial  Natiohal  School,  County 
Kilkenny. 

Waterford,  5th  January,  1855. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  National  Education  in  Ireland,  the  following,  as  my  Special 
Beport  upon  the  Templeomm  Industrial  National  School. 

This  School  was  established  in  the  year  1851,  under  the  Countess  of 
Bessborough,  with  the  view  of  affording  additional  facilities  for  the 
more  effective  operation  of  a  system  of  employment  which  had  for  some 
time  previously  been  devised  by  her  Ladyship,  upon  behalf  of  the 
females  resident  on  the  estate  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of 
Bessborough. 

The  management  of  the  scheme  has  most  happily  been  confided  to 
Mrs.  Blackett,  to  whose  untiring  zeal  in  originating  the  impulse,  and 
gathering  aroimd  her  the  scattered  industrial  resources  of  the  Bess- 
borough estate,  may  justly  be  ascribed  the  great  success  which  has,  in 
this  case,  attended  the  experiment  of  combining  industrial  with  literary 
education.  !        . 

From  the  school  accounts,  I  fi^id  t^e  hi^^hest  number  on  the  rolls  of 
the  Literary  Department  for  the  year  18.j4  to  be  113,  and  the  average 
'daily  attendance  33  pupils.  Of  this  number  45  appear  on  the  rolls  of 
the  Industrial  School,  whose  average  attoudance  amounts  to  14  daily. 
These,  with  nearly  100  young  women,  who  have  gone  through  the 
various  stages  of  instruction,  and  iinailly  completed  their  industrial 
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edncation  here,  and  who  are  now  constantly  employed  in  needlework  Awtwdix  F. 


at  home,  instesid  of,  as  formerly,  upon  field  iabonr,  form  the  industrial  |^p^^ 

class.  of  District 

The  Industrial  Department,  which  is  suitably  fitted-up  for  the  pur-  J^y*^"  *" 
pose,  is  conducted  in  a  house  adjacent  to  the  ordinary  National  School-  g^^lt. 
house,  by  Miss  Morrissy,  whose  unremitting  attention  to  her  du^es,  as        _L 
also  the  example  she  sets  forth  personally  of  habits  of  system,  order,  TenqUeorum, 
and  cleanliness,  reflect  much  credit  upon  this  Teacher.     She  is  paid  by 
the  Board  the  usual  salary  of  workmistress,  viz.,  £8,  receives,  in  addi- 
tion, a  gratuity  of  £2  from  the  Earl  of  Bessborough,  and  also  £1  yearly 
&om  Mrs.  Black ett,  besides  Id.  per  week,  as  fee^,  from  pupils  whose 
age  exceeds  fifteen  years.     The  School  is  open  from  9  to  3  o'clock  in 
winter,  and  continues  in  operation  up  to  4  o'clock  during  the  summer 
(with  an  hour's  intermission).     The  arrangements  are  of  such  a  nature 
as  that  whilst  the  Industrial  Class  receiye  one  hour's  literary  instruc- 
tion in  the  Female  School  daily,  the  Literary  Class  at  the  same  time, 
for  a  like  period,  repair  for  instruction  in  needlework  to  the  Industrial 
Department. 

The  nature  of  the  industrial  occupation  continues  to  be  the  same  as 
described  in  former  reports  upon  the  School,  viz.,  embroidery,  guipure, 
imitation  Brussels  lace,  all  kinds  of  ])lain  and  fancy  needlework ;  the 
work,  however,  now  principally  in  use  is  that  species  of  embroidery 
denominated  as  "broderie  AnglaiseJ'*  The  pupils  are  paid  by  Mrs. 
Blackett  in  full  for  the  work  done,  according  to  their  respective  merits. 
Taking  their  earnings  upon  average  for  the  past  year,  I  find  them  to 
range  from  la.  to  3».  weekly,  whilst  some  whose  assiduity,  proficiency, 
and  skill,  are  of  a  higher  order,  have  earned  5s.  weekly. 

During  the  past  year  it  appears  that  no  less  a  sum  than  £360  has 
been  paid  by  Mrs.  Blackett  to  the  district  of  which  this  School  may  be 
regarded  as  the  centre,  as  wages  for  work  done  by  the  pupils.  This 
circumstance  may,  of  itself,  aflbrd  some  evidence  of  the  zeal  and  devo- 
tion exercised  by  this  lady  towards  the  social  regeneration  and  moral 
elevation  of  the  female  portion  of  the  humbler  classes  around  her. 
Through  her  exertions  solely  the  work  is  provided  and  paid  for ;  she  it 
is  who  furnishes  the  necessary  supplies  of  work  to  be  done ;  examines  into 
their  respective  merits,  and,  it  may  be,  defects ;  affixes  the  proper  value 
upon  the  article  when  completed ;  and  makes  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  disposing  of  them,  in  effecting  which,  she  is  assisted  by  the  Bessbo- 
rough  fiamily  and  some  of  her  immediate  friends  in  England,  from 
whom  also  she  derives  no  inconsiderable  facilities. 

As  the  intricacies  of  needlework  so  far  exceed  my  powers  of  just 
comprehension  as  to  forbid  me  to  offer  an  opinion  of  my  own  upon  the 
skilfulness  which  some  of  the  pupils  have  acquired  in  this  School,  I 
think  I  cannot^  therefore,  adduce  stronger  evidence  in  its  favour  than 
to  mention  the  fact,  that  some  of  the  work  has  found  its  way  to  Paris,  and 
that  such  of  it  as  has  been  forwarded  to  England  has  always  obtained  a 
ready  sale.  As  to  the  specimens  which  came  under  my  v  iew  in  the  School 
and  elsewhere,  I  was  particularly  struck  with  their  singularly  clean 
appearance ;  and  the  manager  informed  me,  to  my  surprise,  that  the 
work  is  never  washed  till  sold,  but  is  generally  fit  for  wear  as  it  comes 
from  the  workers'  hands.  Such,  indeed,  is  the  high  estimation  formed 
of  the  work,  the  greater  portion  of  which  is,  as  I  have  before  intimated^ 
carried  home  for  completion  to  the  cottages  of  our  peasantry,  that  the 
manager  has  generally  more  orders  for  it  than  can  well  be  met  with. 

There  is  no  separate  record  kept  of  that  portion  of  the  work  actually 
done  in  the  School ;  but  when  the  girls  are  sufficiently  instructed,  they 
pursue,  as  I  have  already  stated,  the  occupation  at  their  own  homes.  ^  , 
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Appstdiz  F.  Thus,  although  the  number  in  actual  attendance  at  the  School  is  com- 
paratively few,  there  is,  nevertheless,  no  decline  in  its  efficiency  of 
working ;  for  the  manager  informs  me  that  there  are  not,  at  present, 
many  young  women  in  the  neighbourhood  who  have  any  taste  for 
embroidery,  who  are  not  instructed  in  it.  The  work  improves  daily, 
and  the  demand  for  it  increases.  Girls  also  leave  it  occasionally  for 
domes1!^c  service  of  a  better  kind ;  but  they  seldom  take  to  field-work 
after  having  attended  the  Industrial  School.  On  the  other  hand, 
several  women  who  have  supported  themselves  for  years  by  the  heaviest 
farm  labour,  have  patiently  sat  down  to  learn  the  use  of  the  needle, 
and  now  earn  by  it  a  regular,  though  small  maintenance,  in  a  manner 
more  conducive  to  their  health  and  character. 

At  the  recent  public  examinations  held  by  me  of  the  Bessborough 
Schools  (twelve  of  them  in  number),  the  knowledge  displayed  by  the 
children  upon  a  widely-extended  field  of  instruction,  with  their  clean, 
orderly,  and  cheerful,  yet  respectful  demeanour,  could  not  fail  but  to 
awaken  within  the  bosoms  of  their  parents  strong  feelings  of  gratitude  for 
the  ample  means  provided  in  these  establishments  for  their  general  im- 
provement ;  whilst  to  the  other  numerous  visitors  present  on  these 
occasions,  comprising  for  the  most  part  the  respectability,  intelligence, 
and  exalted  worth  of  their  respective  localities,  it  must,  indeed,  have 
been  truly  gratifying  to  observe  the  deep  and  anxious  solicitude  mani- 
fested by  the  Bessborough  family  in  all  that  pertained  to  the  promotion 
of  the  intellectual  and  moral,  as  well  as  social  and  religious,  education 
of  the  children  and  youth  upon  their  estate ;  the  Lady  Bessborough 
herself  distributing,  as  premiums,  amongst  those  who  had  been  most 
distinguished  not  so  much  for  superior  literary  and  industrial  profi- 
ciency as  for  good  conduct  and  constant  application,  abiding  marks  of 
her  ladyship's  fostering  care  and  attention. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  M^Lochlin, 
District  Inspector  of  National  Schools. 

The  Secretaries,  Education  Office. 


Dtmdalk.         No.  24.— Special  Report  of  F.  P.  O'Careoll,  Esq.,  District  Inspector, 
on  the  DuNDALK  Industrial  National  School. 

Drogheda,  January  5,  1855. 
Gentlemen, — As  directed  by  your  Circular  of  the  9th  ultimo,  I  now 
forward  my  Report  on  the  Dundalk  Industrial  School,  which  I  visited 
on  the  13th  of  December. 

The  Literary  School,  of  which  this  is  but  a  branch,  has  above  800 
names  on  its  rolls,  and  an  average  attendance  of  450.  On  the  day  of 
my  inspection  there  were  present,  in  the  three  rooms,  406  pupils, 
viz.: — 

In  Infant  Room,     .  194 ;  only  8  of  them  can  sew. 

In  Senior  Booni,      .  200 ;  here  all  learn  sewing  and  knitting. 

In  Industrial  Boom,    12 ;  plain  and  fancy  work. 

406  present,  of  which  number  42  were  infant  boys. 

All  in  the  senior-room  are  taught  plain  and  fancy  work  for  an  hour  and 
arhalf  daily— they  are  paid  weekly.  The  younger  girls  are  mere  begin- 
ners, but  the  more  advanced  frequently  earn  6d.  a  day. 

Attached  to  the  senior-room,  and  communicating  with  it,  is  the 
Industrial  School-room.     It  is  large,  lofty,  and  well  lighted ;  forty-five 
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feet  by  twenty-five  feet ;  bat  the  attendance  very  small  for  so  large  a  Appendix  F. 
town,  and  so  fine  a  room.     There  were  only  twelve  present,  nine  of  p^-^JI 
whom  were  employed  at  stamped  muslin,  and  three  at  plain-work.  o^Ltriet 
The  average  attendance  for  the  half  year,  ending  July,  was  only  thirty-  InspectorB  of 
two  j  during  the  same  period,  fifty  was  the  highest  number  on  the  g^J^]^ 
books;  and,  in  July,  that  number  was  reduced  to  thirty-nine.    No         ■  '  , 
school  accounts  have  been  kept  since  July  for  the  Industrial  Depart-  I>ta9dalk. 
ment;  neither  report-book  nor  roils.     The  sister  in  charge' of  the 
School  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  keep  the  accounts,  as  the 
majority  of  the  workers  were  already  entered  on  the  rolls  of  the 
Literary  School ;  however,  at  my  suggestion,  the  accounts  are  to  be 
kept  in  future  as  they  were  in  former  years.     Of  the  pupils  who  now 
attend  the  Industrial  Department,  sixteen  are  grown  girltj.     Those 
sixteen  attend  the  Industrial  School   only ;    the   others  attend  the 
Literary  School  for  an  hour  and  a-half,  and  then  the  Industrial  until 
three  o'clock. 

Ten  of  the  twelve  present  on  the  13th  were  educated  in  the  Convent 
School,  and  two  were  women  who  could  neither  read  nor  write.  The 
hours  are  from  ten  to  three  on  all  week  days,  of  which  time  half  an 
hour  is  devoted  to  prayer. 

Remuneration. — -The  best  workers  can  earn,  for  plain  work,  2«. ;  for 
embroidery  on  stamped  muslin,  3«. ;  for  guipure  lace,  or  applique  work, 
4«.  a  week. 

Seventy-two  pounds  ten  shillings  was  received  by  the  girls  for  their 
work  in  1853,  £58  4:».  lie?,  for  their  work  in  1854---chiefly  plain  work 
and  guipure  lace.  A  good  deal  more  was  earned ;  but,  of  the  workers 
on  stamped  muslin,  six  girls  only  are  paid  by  the  Nuns  j  the  remainder 
receive  their  wages  for  the  work  done  here  from  the  agents  of  Brown, 
of  Glasgow ;  and  there  is  no  account  in  the  School  of  the  money  thus 
received.  I  was  shown  a  habit-shirt,  worked  by  a  girl  in  a  fortnight, 
for  which  she  was  paid  ten  shillings.  A  tolerable  hand  could  work  a 
yard  of  guipure  laice  in  ten  days,  and  get  5«.  for  it.  There  are  five 
girls,  only,  in  this  Guipure  Class,  and  about  as  many  in  the  Applique 
Class. 

The  girls  are  allowed  to  take  their  work  home ;  and  the  fiB.ct  of 
many  preferring  their  homes  to  the  most  comfortable  school-rooms 
may,  perhaps,  in  some  degree  account  for  the  small  attendance.  But, 
I  believe,  the  real  cause  is  the  scanty  wages  which  even  the  best 
and  most  patient  workers  can  obtain. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  F.  0*Cabboll,  District  Inspector. 

The  Secretaries. 

No.  25. — Spboial  Report  of  Robeet  Pottebton,  Esq.,  District        CUmrnOm. 
Inspector,  on  the  Clonhbllon  Industbial  National  School. 

Trim,  January  3,  1855. 
Obntlembk, — I  have  the  honour  to  snbmit,  in  accordance  with  your 
instructions  of  the  9th  ultimo,  the  following  Report  on  the  Industrial 
Department  of  the  Clonmellon  Female  National  School :  in  doing  so, 
there  exists  so  very  slight  occasion  to  depart,  even  to  the  alteration  of 
a  few  words,  from  my  predecessor's  Report  of  March  4  th,  1854,  which 
is,  at  once,  succinct  and  explicit  (being  ample  in  detail,  and  concise  in 
expression),  that  I  deem  it  most  advisable  merely  to  refer  to  such 
paragraphs  therein,  in  their  namerical  order,  as  require  any  modifica- 
tion or  elucidation  of  statement.  The  remaining  paragraphs,  which 
constitute;  too^  as  will  be  seen^  nearly  the  entire  of  the  report  alluded 
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to,  present  the  clearest,  best,  and  most  correct  picture  possible  of  the 
actual  and  highly  satisfactory  working  of  the  Industrial  Department 
of  the  School  in  question  for  the  year  1854  equally  as  for  1853. 

Paragraph  4. — "  The  time  devoted  to  needlework  by  each  class  is 
not  permitted  to  exceed  two  hours.**  The  actual  arrangement  is  as 
follows : — 

Monday  to  Friday,  inclusive,  from  ten  to  twelve  o'clock. — First 
Class,  engaged  at  plain  work  under  the  Mistress,  paid  by  Lady  Chap- 
man ;  and  at  the  same  time  Third  and  Fourth  Classes  embroider  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  Mistress,  paid  by  the  Board.  From  one  to 
three  o'clock. — Second  Class  (including  Sequels),  in  two  divisions,  with 
the  Teachers,  respectively,  of  plain  and  fancy  work. 

On  Saturdays,  from  ten  to  twelve  o'clock. — Third  and  Fourth  Classes 
embroider,  while  the  jnuior  classes  attend  exclusively  to. literary 
business,  being  engaged  in  the  repetition  of  the  week's  studies. 

Hence  it  appears  that  the  children  must  attain  a  certain  degree  of 
proficiency,  not  merely  in  plain  work,  but  also  in  their  literary  busi- 
ness, before  they  are  eligible  for  promotion  to  the  Embroidery  Class. 

Paragraph  9. — At  the  close  of  the  year  1854  the  number  on  the  roUs 
was  84 ;  average  attendance  of  general  pupils,  43 ;  of  embroiderers^ 
about  29.  Hence  it  appears  that  there  has  been  a  higher  average 
attendance,  both  of  general  pupils  and  of  embroiderers,  for  the  past 
year,  though  the  number  on  the  rolls  was  considerably  less  than  in  the 
previous  year. 

This  simple  fact  speaks  very  well,  directly,  for  improved  regularity 
of  attendance;  and  indirectly,  and  very, forcibly  too,  for  the  progress 
made  during  that  period,  the  latter  being  almost  invariably  a  necessary 
consequence,  morally  speaking,  of  the  former. 

In  all  other  respects  my  predecessor's  Report  already  adverted  to, 
and  to  which  I  again  beg  to  refer  you,  furnishes  a  very  full  and  com- 
plete description  of  the  operation  of  the  Industrial  Department  of  the 
Clonmellon  Female  National  School. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant^ 

KoBEET  PoTTERTOW,  District  Inspector. 
The  Secretaries. 


^«^««t^  Nos.  26,  27, 28.— Spboiai.  Rspobt  of  John  B.  Shbmdan,  Esq.,  District 
awTcwSSJt  Inspector,  on  the  Eahoon  and  NKwrowNSicrPH  Ihdubteial  National 
PitotUory.  ScHooLS,  and  Claddaoh  Pisoatobt  Sohool. 

Qalway,  January  20, 1855. 

Gentlemek, — In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  the  9th  ult., 
I  have  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
this  my  Report  for  the  year  1854,  upon  the  three  Industrial  Schools 
of  this  district,  which  are  all  situate  in  the  town  of  Qalway. 

No.  26. — The  Rahoon  Industrial  School 

Is  conducted  by  Nuns  of  the  Presentation  Order;  and  under  tlie 
immediate  superintendence  of  these  ladies,  assisted  by  a  workmistress, 
paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  community,  every  branch  of  plain  and 
ornamental  needlework,  including  muslin-work,  shirt-making,  and 
dress-making,  is  taught  to  the  poor  children  that  attend  the  School. 

During  the  past  year  I  inspected  it  three  times,  viz.,  on  the  18th  of 
January,  the  11th  of  May,  and  the  1st  of  December;  and  the  numbers 
present  learning  needlework  on  these  occasions,  were  respectively,  ISO, 
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1 39^  and  422,  yerj  many  of  whom  evinced  great  expertness,  particularly  Appxmpix  F. 
in  embroidery,  j.      "" 

From  these  numbers  it  appears  that  this  School  has  made  wonderful  of  Krtrict 
progress  during  the  year ;  but  as  no  account  whatever  is  kept  of  the  Jn*p««*?«  «» 
children's  earnings,  although  all  that  they  earn  is  paid  to  themselves,  g^jjj*^ 
nor  separate  accounts  of  the  proficiency  and  attendance  of  those  fre-         —I— 
quenting  the  Industrial  Department,   these  being  absorbed  in  the  ^ohoon^ 
general  accounts  of  the  School,  I  regret  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  furnish  ^Sl^aalSc^ 
any  further  details.     I  have  recently,  however,  taken  the  liberty  of  Pitcaiory. 
offering  to  the  good  ladies  of  the  Convent  such  suggestions  as,  I  trust, 
if  they  find  it  convenient  to  carry  them  out,  will  lead  to  a  more  satis- 
fiictory  organization,  and  a  more  systematic  management  of  this  long 
established  and  most  useful  SchooL 

No.  27. — The  Nbwtownsmyth  Industrial  School 

Is  conducted  by  the  Sisters  of  Mercy  j  and  like  all  the  institutions 
under  the  management  of  Nuns  of  that  order,  is  remarkable  for  system, 
cleanliness,  and  efficiency.  Their  school-rooms  and  work-rooms  are 
spacious  and  comfortable,  well  lighted,  well  ventilated,  and  suitably 
furnished ;  and  their  entire  establishment  is  a  model  of  neatness  and 
order. 

There  are  three  departments,  styled  respectively,  the  School,  the 
House  of  Mercy,  and  the  Repository ;  and  at  my  last  inspection,  on 
the  30Ch  of  November,  1854,  there  were  present : — 

In  Hie  Sckooly  222  girls,  of  whom  132  were  learning  needlework; 
the  branches  taught  being,  plain  sewing,  knitting,  sampler,  and  muslin- 
work.  The  earnings  of  these  children  are  very  trifling,  most  of  them 
being  employed,  during  the  time  devoted  to  needlework,  in  making  or 
mending  their  own  clothes,  or  in  working  material  brought  from  their 
homes. 

In  the  House  of  Mercy,  30  young  women  engaged  at  needlework, 
washing,  mendings  plain  cooking,  <^c.,  with  a  view  to  their  becoming 
domestic  servants.  Their  earnings  go  towards  the  support  of  this  part 
of  the  establishment,  and  towards  provid'ng  their  outfits  when  they 
obtain  situations. 

In  the  Repoeiiory^  18  girls  learning  every  species  of  dress-making 
and  millinery.  These  were  all  regularly  indentured  apprentices,  the 
term  of  their  apprenticeship  varying  from  two  to  four  years. 

The  religious  instruction  of  all  is  carefully  attended  to ;  but  hitherto 
literary  instruction  has  been  in  a  great  measure  confined*  to  the  first 
department,  which  is  the  only  one  connected  with  the  Board  of  National 
Education.  I  have  reason  to  believe,  however,  that  henceforth,  in 
kind  compliance  with  a  suggestion  of  mine,  a  certain  amount  of  literary 
instruction  will  be  given  in  the  other  departments  every  day,  and  io 
strict  accordance  wiih  the  Commissioners*  rules. 

No.  28. — Th«  Oladdaoh  Piscatory  School 

Is  managed,  under  the  auspices  of  a  committee,  by  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Folan, 
its  patron,  to  whose  exertions  its  establishment  is  chiefly  due. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  past  year,  there  were  twelve  young 
women  employed,  under  the  superintendence  of  a  master  uet-ma^er,  in 
manu£Eu;turing  nets,  and  spinning  flax  and  hemp  into  thread  and  twine ; 
and  their  earnings  varied,  according  to  their  expertness  and  the  value 
of  the  work  at  which  they  were  engaged,  from  2s,  6d.  to  7s,  6d. 
a  week. 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  however,  work  was  suspended,  partly  in 
consequence  of  the  high  price  of  hemp  and  flax,  and  partly  owing  tg 
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Arpgcpix  P.  there  being  a  large  stock  of  nets  on  hands,  and  waa  not  resumed  until 
j^Mot^  ^^®  beginning  of  last  December,  since  which  date  there  have  been  eight 
ofT^et  young  women  employed  in  making  herring-nets ;  their  earnings  being, 
Intpecton  on     on  an  average,  about  3«.  4c?.  a  week  each. 

School™  During  the  interval  of  suspension,  a  large  portion  of  the  stock  on 

-^         hands,  consisting  of  trawl  and  herring  nets,  was  disposed  of,  to  the 
ff"^*  value  of  £128  I2s.  6d,,  to  fishermen,  chiefly  those  of  the  Claddagh, 

a^CkSdMh   ^^^9  '^^^  ^^  °^^  ^^^  ^^^s  timely  aid  would  have  been  utterly  unable  to 
Fitoaiory,        take  advantage  of  the  remarkably  abundant  shoals  of  herrings  that 
visited  our  coasts  during  the  year. 

As  stated  in  my  last  Report,  the  only  branch  of  industry  taught  in  this 
School  is  the  manu£a«cture  of  various  kinds  of  fishing  nets ;  and  young 
women  are  the  only  persons  employed  in  it.  But  the  Oommissioners 
and  the  public  will  be  apt  to  form  a  very  erroneous  judgment  of  the 
advantages  derivable  from  this  little  factory  (for  such  it  really  is),  if 
they  do  not  bear  in  mind  that  it  was  established  and  is  maintained, 
not  at  all  to  give  employment  to  the  young  people  of  the  village  in 
which  it  is  situate,  but  solely  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  con- 
dition of  the  fishermen  of  the  locality,  by  supplying  them  with  nets  of 
the  best  quality,  and  at  a  yery  reasonable  cost. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  E.  Shebidan, 

Inspector  of  National  Schools. 
The  Secretaries,  Education  Office, 
Dublin* 


SL  Vincenfi,     No.  29.— SPECIAL  &BP0RT  of  J.  M'SwEBNY,  Esq.,  District  Inspector,  on 
the  St.  Vincent's  Industrial  National  School. 

Qort,  March  6,  1855. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  this,  my  Third  Eeport,  upon 
the  St.  Vincent's  Industrial  School.  The  working  of  the  School  has 
now  been  tested  by  three  years'  trial ;  and  the  result  is  a  gradual  decline 
in  the  number  of  pupils,  and  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  object  for  which  it  was  established,  viz.,  to  create  an 
industrial  spirit  among  the  poorer  classes  of  the  town  in  which  it  is 
situated. 

In  March,  1853,  there  were  24  pupils  present  on  the  day  of  my 
visit;  in  March,  1854^  there  were  22 ;  in  March,  1855,  there  were  only 
15  papils. 

The  industrial  work  at  present  consists  in  embroidering  muslin ; 
and  to  the  very  small  wages  which  the  pupils  can  eam^  may  be  attri- 
buted the  £ftlling-off  in  the  attendance. 

Of  the  15  pupils  present  to-day  6  were  able  to  earn  2«.  per  week, 
and  the  remaining  9  could  earn  but  Is. 

In  the  literary  department  7  pupils  could  read  Book  No.  4,  and  tell 
the  meaning  of  the  difiicult  words  in  the  lessons ;  to  write  a  simple 
sentence  from  dictation  with  perfect  accuracy  is  a  task  beyond  their 
power  j  the  remaining  8  were  learning  to  read  in  Books  No.  2  and  3; 
all  the  pupils  are  able  to  write  upon  slates ;  and  this  comprises  the 
whole  course  of  study. 

This  establishment  consists  at  present  of  three  departments^  viz.,  the 
Literaiy  School,  which  was  transferred  to  the  second  story  since  my 
last  visit,  and  the  Industrial  and  the  Infant  Schools,  which  occupy  the 
ground-floor  room.    A  suitable  gallery  has  been  erected  at  one  end  of 
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this  room  for  the  accommodation  of  the  infants ;  the  Industrial  class  Appsndxz  F. 
find  ample  room  round  one  work-table  at  the  opposite  end.  B«Dortir" 

There  is  no  separate  record  of  the  attendance  in  either  department ;  of  Disuict 
all  are  kept  in  one  llegister  and  one  I>aily  Report  Book.  ImpectorB  on 

For  the  year  ending  February,  1855,  212  is  the  number  on  the  ^'^^{^ 
rolls;  112  is  the  average  attendance;  128  is  the  number  present  J^ 
to-day.  Si.  Vinceafi. 

This  shows  a  moderate  increase  in  the  attendance  of  the  whole  school^ 
to  effect  which,  a  zeal  that  never  tires,  aud  a  vigilance  that  never  relaxes, 
are  exercised  b^  the  Nuns  in  the  moral  training  and  literary  instruc- 
tion of  the  pupils. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain^  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.    M'SWBBNY. 

The  Secretaries,  Education  Office, 
Dublin. 


No.  30. — Special  Rbpobt  of  A.  0*Callaghan^  Esq.,  District  Inspector,  Sli^o. 
on  the  Suao  Female  (No.  2)  Ihdustblal  National  School. 

Manorhamilton,  February,  1855. 

Obktlehbn, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit,  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Commissioners,  the  following  Report. 

This  School  is  conducted  by  the  Sisters  of  Mercy  of  St.  Patrick*s 
Convent,  who  most  successfully  themselves  discharge  ihe  duties  of 
teachers,  both  in  the  literary  and  the  industrial  departments. 

Industrial  instruction  is  given  in  the  same  room  in  which  the  literary 
business  is  conducted;  the  room  is  remarkably  spacious,  being  also 
well  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  is  deserving  of  special  notice  on  account 
of  its  appearance,  suitable  furniture,  and  neat  and  orderly  arrange- 
ments. 

On  ray  last  visit  I  found,  with  extreme  regret,  that  this  School  had 
received,  some  time  previously,  a  severe  check  from  the  prevalence  of 
fever  in  the  adjoining  Convent ;  and  that,  in  consequence,  the  Sisters 
of  Mercy  had  been  obliged  to  suspend  the  business  of  the  School  for  a 
considerable  period.  Notwithstanding,  however,  the  adverse  influence 
of  such  an  event,  I  fonnd,  in  attendance,  on  this  visit,  which  was  made 
a  few  weeks  only  after  the  re-opening  of  the  School,  51  female  children, 
of  whom  33  were  engaged  in  learning  needlework — a  gratifying  fact, 
inasmuch  as  the  latter  number  bears  an  unusually  large  ratio  to  the 
number  representing  the  whole  attendance  for  that  day ;  and  also  as  it 
shows  what  was  really  the  fact,  that  all  the  female  pupils  whose  age 
or  literary  knowledge  made  it  suitable,  were  receiving  industrial  in- 
struction. 

Arrangements  of  the  Time  Table, — ^These  have  been  judiciously  made, 
and  provide  for  the  moral,  literary,  and  industrial  instruction  of  the 
children ;  moral  and  literary  instruction  is  given  from  ten  to  half-past 
one  o'clock ;  industrial  instruction  is  given  from  half-past  one  to  three 
o'clock. 

Descriptions  of  Needlework. — These  include  plain  sewing,  knitting, 
and  various  kinds  of  embroidery  on  muslin,  and  also  crochet-work. 
Latterly,  however,  plain  sewing  has  received  a  decided  prominence 
amongst  them,  and  the  work  claisses  are  mostly  employed  in  the  fitting 
and  making  of  various  sorts  of  dress — shirts,  frocks,  kc.  The  Sisters 
of  Mercy,  in  giving  this  predominance  to  the  i>]ain  kinds  of  work, 
suited  to  the  ordinary  requirements  of  domestic  life,  are  influenced  by 
*  consideiation  of  the  probable  po6ition-»as  serrants  in  fiunilies— to  l>e 
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APPENDIX  P.  occupied  by  most  of  these  children  in  afterlife ;  and  are,  therefore, 
solicitous  to  adapt  as  weU  their  literanr  culture  as,  more  especially, 
their  industrial  requirements  to  the  or<Unary  wants  of  their  expected 
situations.  There  seems  to  me  much  good  sense  in  this  view,  which 
certainly  offers  strong  ground  for  the  preference  thus  given  in  this 
institution  to  the  useful  and  common  oVer  the  merely  ornamental  kind 
of  needlework ;  the  depreciation,  too,  which  the  beginning  of  the  present 
year  witnessed  in  the  value  of  embroidered  muslin,  indicating,  perhaps, 
an  uncertain  prosperity  of  a  branch  of  industry  which,  for  several  years) 
has  been  an  important  source  of  emplojrment  amongst  the  poorer 
classes,  seems  to  justify  the  practical  views  to  which  I  have  adverted. 

Remuneration, — The  rate  of  payment  for  shirt-making,  which  at 
present  chiefly  engages  the  pupils,  is  about  is,  per  dozen  ;  the  materials 
are  supplied  by  a  large  establishment  in  Glasgow. 

Gejieral  Instruction. — Before  closing  my  Eeport  I  am  desirous  of 
referring  to  this  head :  in  my  last  Report  on  this  School  I  remarked 
that,  amidst  the  employment  of  the  children  in  industrial  pursuits, 
their  mental  improvement  was  amply  provided  for ;  that  there  has 
been  no  decline  in  this  important  respect,  the  following  figures  afford 
satisfactory  evidence : — 

Of  the  61  girls  present  on  my  visit,  a  large  number  read  with  remarkable 
intelligence. 

29  were  learning  Eng^sh  Grammar. 


20 
29 
16 
4 
35 
16 


Geography. 
Simple  Jftules  (Arithmetic.) 
Compound  Rides. 
Proportion  and  Fractice. 
Writing  on  Paper. 
„      on  Slates. 


1  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  large  proportion  of  the  whole  attend- 
ance engaged  in  learning  arithmetic,  writing,  and  grammar ;  this  gives 
a  result  as  gratifying  as  it  is  unusual,  and,  combined  with  the  fiiir 
character  of  the  answering,  presents  a  safe  test  of  the  flourishing  con- 
dition of  the  School,  and  supplies  undeniable  evidence  of  the  skill,'  the 
labour,  and  the  rare  devotion  of  the  benevolent  teachers. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen,  your  very  obedient  servant^ 
Andw.  O'CallaqhaN;  District  Inspector. 

The  Secretaries,  Education  Office. 


Aetpry. 


No.  31. — Spbcul  Report  of  Albx.  J.Simpsok,  Esq.,  District  Inspector, 
on  the  HiGH-STEKBT  (Newry)  Industrial  National  School. 

Newry,  January  25, 1855. 

Gbktlbmsn, — I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  first 

;  Report  on  the  Industrial  Department  of  High-street  (Newry)  National 

School,  which,  {U9  you  are  aware,  is  under  the  patronage  of  the  Right 

Rev.  Dr.  Blake,  and  presided  over  by  the  ladies  of  the  Convent  of  St. 

Clare. 

The  Industrial  School  has  been  but  a  year  recognised  by  the  Board; 
consequently  no  comparison  can  be  instituted  between  its  working  in 
1854,  and  previously.  But  a  large  amount  of  good  must  be  eflected 
by  thus  training  up  in  habits  of  order,  implanting  principles  of  morality 
and  religion,  and  affording  such  instruction  as  will  enable  them  to  earn 
their  subsistence  in  afterlife,  to  so  many  of  the  very  poor  of  the 
loGEbiity — ^none  but  the  poorest  attending  this  department 

The  School  opens  each  morning  at  nine  o'clock;  and  the  girh  are 
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reqnired  to  learn  writing  till  ten ;  from  one  till  two  is  set  apart  for  Appendix  F. 
literary,  from  two  till  half-past  two,  for  religions  instruction,  and  the  n^p^,,![^J 
remainder  of  the  day  is  devoted  to  needlework,  &c.,  one  or  more  of  of  fdstrict 


the  ladies  of  the  Convent  constantly  presiding,  and  exeroising  over  the  Inspecton 
girls  that  moral  control  so  essential  to  progress.  ^^li*^ 


on  on 
(fnstrial 

The  School-room  is  a  comfortable  apartment,  detached  from  the         -J— 
main  bnilding  of  the  Convent,  but  within  the  walls,  and  quite  suitable  f^iffh-ttreet, 
for  the  present  attendance.  Newry. 

During  the  hour  and  a-half — ^from  one  till  half-past  two — not 
occupied  in  industrial  instruction,  the  paid  teacher  attends  in  the 
ordinary  school,  where  there  are  from  250  to  300  girls,  and  gives 
instruction  in  embroidery  and  plain  aud  fancy  work. 

The  teacher  first  paid  by  the  Board,  Anne  Gleeson,  having  fiiUen 
into  a  delicate  state  of  health,  resigned  on  the  Ist  November,  1854, 
and  on  the  same  day  Anne  Corr,  who  has  been  educated  at  the  Clones 
Industrial  School,  county  Monaj^han,  and  who  seems  in  every  respect 
suited  to  discharge  the  duties  of  her  office,  was  appointed. 

At  present  the  work  is  confined  to  knitting,  shirt-making,  dress- 
making, embroidery,  netting,  and  crochet ;  and  few  of  the  girls  remain 
after  having  acquired  such  knowledge  of  these  branches,  or  any  of 
them,  as  enable  them  to  procure  employment.  Those  who  have  but 
commenced  are  employed  in  making  coarse  garments,  the  materials 
for  which  are  supplied  by  the  ladies  of  the  Convent^  for  distribution 
among  the  poor. 

A  great  difficulty  exists  in  procuring  work  of  a  remunerative  kind, 
the  highest  weekly  wages  acquirable  from  mnslin-work  being  5«.,  and 
the  average  under  3«. 

The  accounts  of  proficiency,  attendance,  -nature  of  the  work,  and 
remuneration,  have  not  been  kept  with  sufficient  accuracy,  the  ordinary 
register  not  afibrding  columns  for  the  purpose ;  and  I  would  suggest 
the  necessity  of  having  a  particular  form  of  register  for  the  use  of 
Industrial  Schools  drawn  up,  in  which  should  be  exhibited  the 
attainments  of  pupils  on  entering,  progress  during  stay,  number  of 
pieces  of  work  done,  description  of  work,  how  disposed  of,  and  at  what 
remuneration  to  the  pupil. 

I  subjoin  a  statistical  table. 

Present  on  6th  January,  1855, 30* 

Highest  on  ioUb  for  the  jcar, 44 

On  rolls  on  8th  Januarv, 38 

Average  for  nine  months, 2S'8 

Highest  age  of  pupils, 21 

Lowest        do.,                 10 

Average       do.,                 16*5 

Number  of  orphans  on  rolls, 23 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Alex.  Jmo.  Simpson,  District  Inspector. 

The  Secretaries,  Education  Office. 

•  Of  30  girls  present  on  the  8th  January,  1855,  when  I  yisited,  there  were 
learning  koitting,  2 ;  shirt-making,  3 ;  muslin  embroidery,  15 ;  and  crcchet- 
vork,  10. 
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.  TTie  Commisnonera  have  considered  it  desirable  that  an  opportunity  Aould  be 
qffbrded  to  the  Head  Inspectors  of  stating  in  their  Annual  Reports  their  views 
upon  various  matters  relating  to  the  working  of  the  National  System  in  their 
respective  Districts,  andt  incidentalhft  upon  the  subject  of  elementary  education 
.in  different  parts  of  Ireland;  but  the  Commissioners  wish  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood,  that  they  do  not  hold  themselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
tfi  the  fkUotPvig  Reports,  nor  do  they,  feel  called  upon  'to  adopt  all  the  suffptstions 
which  they  contain. 
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APPENDIX  G.  AwwDixO. 

I.  R«port8  on 
Distnct  Model 

oHbad  and  District  Inbpeotobs'  Rbpobtb  on 
District  Modbl  Schooia 


No.  I Joint  Bbpobt^  on  the  Bailibbobovqh  District  Mobbl  Sohool,  BaiMarwgk, 

for  die  year  1854,  by  Jambs  Pattbh,  Esq,,  m.d.,  m.r.i.a.,  Head  In* 
spector,  and  Thomas  M'Ilrot,  Esq.,  District  Inspector. 

March,  1855. 

Gbntlbhbh, — We  beg  to  submit  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
Commissioners,  the  following  Report  on  the  Bailieboro'  District  Model 
School,  for  the  year  ended  December,  1854. 

Attendance. — The  number  on  the  Rolls  for  the  past  year  was  176 
boys  and  154  girls.  This,  compared  with  last  Report,  shows  a  slight 
decrease,  owing  to  the  severity  of  the  weather  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  and  the  preralence  of  measles  and  hooping-cough  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood during  the  summer.  \  The  system  of  payment  of  school  fees 
in  advance,  which  has  been  more  strictly  enifbrced  than  heretofore,  has 
caused  greater  regularity  of  attendance.  In  the  Male  Department,  for 
every  100  pupils  on  the'RoU,  the  average  attendance  was  74*8 ;  and  in 
the  Female  Department,  74*7,  or  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  average 
number  on  the  Bolls.     See  Appendix  A,  Table  1. 

Of  those  receiving  instruction  during  the  past  year,  thirty-five  came 
from  considerable  distances,  and  were  obliged  to  take  lodgings  in  the 
town  and  neighbourhood,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  school ;  be* 
sides  these,  thirty-six  others  came  distances  vanring  from  two  to  five 
miles.  We  cannot  ofier  a  better  proof  of  the  hign  character  which  the 
school  has  acquired,  and  the  desire  of  parents  to  procure  for  their 
children  the  benefits  which  it  afibrds. 

Number  admitted  and  ttruck  (^  during  the  year, — In  the  Male  De- 
partment fifty  pupils  were  admitted  during  the  year,  while  the  nifmber 
permanently  struck  ofi*  was  fifty-six.     Of  these — 

12  left  the  neighbourhood. 
2  eoiigrated. 

1  appointed  as  Agricultural  Pupil  Boarder* 

2  appointed  aa  Pupil-Teachers. 

3  apprenticed  to  shopkeepers. 
1  left  from  sickness. 

29  employed  at  various  home  occupations. 
6  struck  off  for  irregularity  of  attendance. 

In  the  Female  Department  the  number  of  admissions  was  fifty-seven^ 
while  the  number  permanently  struck  off  was  sixty.  Of  this  number — 

8  left  the  neighbourhood. 

4  emigrated. 

1  appointed  as  Teacher  in  a  National  School. 

2  appointed  as  Paid  Monitresses. 

2  left  to  a.'^slst  in  their  fathers'  shops. 

5  )'»ft  from  sidtness. 
2  died. 

20  employed  at  various  home  occupations. 
16  Ktruck  o^  ioT  iriegalarity  of  attendance. 
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APPENDIX  G.  Occupation  of  Parents,  d:c, — In  Table  2,  Appendix  A,  are  given  the 
I  Reports  on  '^<^fi<>us  occupations  of  the  parents,  with  the  number  of  children  belong- 
District  Model  ing  to  each  on  the  Roll  at  the  close  of  the  jear.  From  that  table  it 
Schools.  -will  be  seen  that  every  gi-ade  in  the  community,  from  the  labourer  and 

Bauitbwviigh.  ^^^^^  farmer  up  to  those  in  the  most  comfortable  circumstances,  avail 
themselves  of  the  benefits  of  the  institution.  There  is,  however,  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  population  to  whom  even  the  lowest  rate  of 
payment  would  be  a  consideration,  and  who  are,  in  consequence,  ex- 
cluded from  participating  in  these  benefits,  as  their  admission,  witliont 
.  payment,  would  tend  to  lessen  the  general  utility  of  the  school,  and  to 
destroy  its  elEciency  as  a  training  establishment  A  school  for  this 
class,  the  want  of  which  has  long  been  felt  by  those  who  take  an  interest 
in  the  improvement  of  the  social  condition  of  the  poor,  is  about  to  be 
established,  in  connexion  with  the  Board,  under  the  patronage  of  Lady 
Young  and  Lady  Olivia  Fitzpatrick.  Much  praise  is  due  to  these 
ladies  for  their  active  and  benevolent  exertions  in  this  matter. 

Religious  Denominations,  ike, — One  of  the  most  gratifying  features 
in  this  Establishment  is  the  mixed  character  of  the  attendance,  and  the 
cordial  feeling  which  prevails — every  creed  in  the  neighbourhood  being 
fairly  represented.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children 
of  each  religious  denomination  on  the  roll  at  the  close  of  the  year :— * 

Boys.  Olrls.  ToUl. 

Established  Church,         .           •            .           .           22  16  38 

Roman  Catholics,             .            •           •            .            43  33  76 

Presbytenans.      .           ....           13  19  32 

Totals,         «  «  78        68      146 

EelicfioiLS  Instruction. — No  change  hajs  been  made  in  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  religious  instruction  of  the  children.  The  Clergymen  of 
the  different  denominations  continue  to  attend  as  heretofore,  and  still 
exhibit  the  same  lively  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  School  which  they 
have  on  all  occasions  manifested. 

School  Fees,  d;c, — The  amount  of  school  fees  received  during  the 
year  was  £57  6«.  10c/.  This,  when  compared  with  the  attendance,  is 
a  larger  sum  than  was  received  during  any  V^r  since  the  opening  of 
the  establishment.  The  amount  received  lor  school  requisites  pur- 
chased by  the  children  was  £13  2s,  lid,  showing  a  considerable 
increise  on  the  sales  of  last  year.  In  Table  1,  Appendix  A,  is  given 
the  amount  of  school  fees  received  and  the  amount  for  school  requisites 
purchased  in  every  month  during  the  year. 

Teachers, — The  Teachers  who  were  appointed  at  the  opening  of  the 
establishment  are  still  in  charge.  They  continue  to  exert  themselves 
with  commendable  zeal,  intelligence,  and  energy,  and,  as  the  increasing 
prosperity  of  the  School  shows,  to  the  great  satisfia^tion  of  the  public. 

PvpU  Teachers,  d:c, — During  the  year  three  Pupil-Teachers  com- 
pleted their  course  of  training ;  their  conduct  and  diligence  while  in 
the  establishment  was  most  gratifying,  giving  ample  promise  of  their 
becoming  intelligent  and  efficient  teachers.  Two  succeeded,  on  leaving, 
in  obtaining  employment— one  in  Aglish  National  School,  County 
Waterford,  and  the  other  in  Lismacaffery  National  School,  County  West- 
meath ;  while  the  third,  on  application,  was  admitted  as  Free  Pupil  in 
Albert  Agricultural  Training  Institution,  Glasnevin.  For  the  vacancies 
caused  by  the  removal  of  these,  nine  candidates  presented  themselves ; 
and  after  a  careful  examination  we  selected  three  whom  we  considered 
to  possesB  the  greatest  amount  of  intelligence  as  well  as  aptitude  for 
teaching.    Two  of  those  selected  were  educated  in  the  establiahmeDt. 
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We  hare  also  to  report  most  faroorably  of  the  industry  and  general  Appjwdix  O. 
good  conduct  of  the  Paid  Monitresses.     During  the  year  iive  left  the  |  s^p^^  on 
establishment^  four  of  whom  vere  appointed  as  Teachers  of  National  DisfcnciMo<Ul 
Schools.      For  the  list  of  Pupil  Teachers,  Paid  Monitresses,  &c.,  in  School^ 
the  establishment  during  the  year,  see  the  Tables  1  and  2,  Appendix  B.  Baiiidwwak. 

Annwd  Examination. — For  the  purpose  of  satisfying  ourselves  as  to 
the  actual  condition  of  the  School,  the  progress  of  the  children  during 
the  past  year,  and  also  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  those  entitled  to 
the  premiums  awarded  by  the  Commissioners,  we  devoted  eight  days 
to  a  minute  and  careful  examination  of  all  the  classes  in  both  Schools. 

The  pupils  on  the  rolls  at  the  time  of  the  examination  vere  classed 
as  follows : — 


First  Book  of  Lessons,    . 

Second        do. 

Sequel  No.  1  to  do.         1 

Sequel  No.  2  to  do. 

Third  Book  of  Lessons,  . 

Fourth  Book  of  Lessons, 

Selections  from  the  British  Poets, 

Elements  of  Grammar,  . 

Parsing  and  Sjntax, 

Descriptive  Geography,  • 

Kathematical  Geography, 

Arithmetical  Tables, 

Simple  Sulcs  of  Arithmetic, 

Compound  Rules  and  Beduction, 

Proportion  and  above,     . 

Mental  Arithmetic, 

Geometry, 

Algebra,  . 

Mtnsuration,       •  • 

Book-keeping, 

Lessons  on  Beasoning,    . 

Sacred  Poetry,    . 

Outlines  of  Naiural  History, 

Writing  on  Slates, 

Writing  on  P«^, 

Writing  from  I)ict«tion, . 

Vocal  Music* 

Drawing, 


BAyg. 
St) 
15 
6 
5 
11 
15 
15 
63 

76 
36 
78 
41 
11 

78 
36 
86 
36 
86 
15 
52 
78 
17 
61 
87 
78 
37 


BSAHOHSS  FOB  FKIULES. 


Sewing,    . 
Knitting, 
Fancy  Work, 


Okli. 
16 
19 
7 
6 
13 
11 
11 
60 
34 
74 
34 
74 
60 
13 
11 
74 


60 
74 
16 
68 
39 
74 
39 


74 
74 
30 


The  following  table  exhibits  tbe  ages  of  the  children  on  the  rolls  at 
the  period  of  the  examination  : — 


Agm 

5  years 
«  ,. 
7  „ 
«  .» 
»  » 
10    ., 

n   „ 

12  » 

13  .. 
U    „ 


Boji. 

4 

4 

4 

5 

8 

7 
13 
12 

3 

7 


Oiria. 

3 

4 

5 

3 

7 

3 
11 
11 

8 

7 


16  years 

16  „ 

17  „ 

18  „ 

19  „ 

20  „ 
81  „ 

Totals, 


Boji. 
6  . 
3 
3 

1 


1 

78 


GItli. 
6 
5 


74 


Average  age  of  Boys,  1 1  years. 
Average  age  of  Girls,  11*5  years. 

The  result  of  the  examination  was  highly  satisfactory ;  in  every 
c^  the  progress  of  the  pupils  was  most  apparent^  and  such  as  to  lead 
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Amciimx  G.  to  the  condnmo©  that  the  Teachers  hiid  feithftdly  discharged  their 

I.  fUporis  on    wspective  doti(Be  towards  tibem. 

Distnct  Model      Premiim». — The  following  table  will  show  the  maimer  in  which  ihe 

Schoota^        Bini  awarded  by  the  Oommissioners  was  distributed : — 

BaaM(mms/k.  Bois'  sohooIi. 

Pirtt,  or  lowest  Class— One  tVemium  of  28.  6d. ;  two  of  2s. 
Second  Class— One  Premium  of  4». ;  one  of  3«.  6d. ;  two  of  3«. 
Sis^nel  Class— One  Preminm  of  6«. ;  one  of  4s. ;  one  of  8». 
Xliird  Clasa^One  Fremiom  of  es. ;  one  of  fis. ;  one  of  4s. 
Fo^^  Clast— One  Premium  of  78. ;  one  of  6s. ;  one  of  5s. ;  one  of  4s. 
Agricolture — One  Premium  of  ds.  6d. ;  one  of  5s. ;  two  of  4s. ;  one  of  3s.  6d. ; 
one  of  3s. 
Vocal  Music— One  Premium  of  4s.  6d. ;  one  of  3s.  6d, ;  one  of  2s.  6d.  * 

Drawing — ^One  Premium  of  7s.  ;  one  of  6s. ;  one  of  4s. ;  one  of  3s. 

OUtLS'  SCHOOL. 

First  Class — One  Premium  of  2s.  6d, ;  two  of  2s. 

Second  Class — ^One  Premium  of  8s. ;  one  of  2s.  ed. ;  two  of  2s. 

Sequel  Class— One  Premium  of  4s. ;  one  of  8s. ;  one  of  2s.  6d. ;  one  of  8s. 

Third  Class — One  Premium  of  5s. ;  one  of  4s. ;  one  of  3s. ;  one  of  2s.  6d. 

Fourth  Class— One  Premium  of  7s. ;  one  of  6s. ;  one  o^  5s. 

Needlework — Two  Premiums  of  5s. ;  two  of  4s. ;  one  of  3s. ;  two  of  2s. 

Vocal  Music — ^One  Premium  of  da, ;  one  of  3s.  6d. ;  one  of  2s.  6d. 

Drawing— *One  Premium  of  7s. ;  one  of  6$, ;  one  of  4s. ;  one  of  3s. 

Drawing  and  Vocal  Music. — The  introduction  of  drawing  has  been 
attended  with  the  most  gratifying  results.  For  the  progress  of  the 
pupils  in  this  branch,  as  well  as  in  vocal  music,  we  refer  to  the  following 
Report  of  the  Drawing  Master,  Mr.  Sheil : — 

January,  1854. 

SiB, — In  compliance  with  jour  instructions,  I  b^  to  lay  before  you  the  fol- 
lowing Beport  on  the  state  of  the  Drawing  and  Music  Classes  in  Boilieborough 
District  Model  School:— 

Drawing. — ^In  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  was  some  difflcul4>y  in  procur- 
ing the  regular  attendance  of  the  ohildren«  owing  to  the  seTerity  of  the  winter 
season  and  the  early  hour  of  the  lesson,  but  as  the  weather  became  milder  the 
attendance  became  more  regular ;  the  average  daily  attendance  was  about  70, 
and  the  highest  number  on  the  rolls  for  the  same  period  104 — ^namely,  15 
Teachers  and  Monitors,  4  Agricultural  Pupils,  39  boys  and  46  girls.  As  the 
class  had  only  been  established  in  November  of  the  preceding  year,  the  children 
were  engaged  in  the  early  part  of  this  year  in  outlining  from  copies  and  learning 
the  first  principles  of  perspective.  Since  then,  however,  all  have  gone  through  a 
course  of  model  drawmg  (Butler  Williams')  and  drawing  from  the  shaded  flat, 
while  the  more  advanced  pupils  have  ledrii«l  the  principles  of  perspective,  lineal 
and  S9rial,  and  the  theory  of  colours  as  applied  to  operative  painting. 

Owing  to  the  zeal  and  attention  of  the  pupils  some  are  already  capable  of 
sketching  from  nature,  from  the  knowledge  and  freedom  of  hand  acquired  in 
model  drawing;  others  have  commenced  water-colour  painting,  after  going 
throiigh  a  course  of  crayon  and  pencil  drawing,  while  the  greater  number  ban 
freely  and  neatly  copy  any  ordinary  lithograph  in  pencil  or  chalk.  Some  of 
the  Monitors  have  commenced  architectural  and  mechanical  drawing  in  Indian 
ink.  Spedmens  of  the  drawings  of  the  pupils  in  the  above-mentioned  styles 
have  been  framed,  and  are  exMbited  on  the  walls  of  the  class-rooms.  I  may 
here  mention  that  one  of  the  pupils  was  awarded  a  prize  of  a  case  of  mathe- 
matical instruments  by  the  Department  of  Science  and  Art,  London,  for  the 
manner  in  which  some  of  his  drawings  were  executed. 

Vocal  Uusic. — ^During  tiiu  past  year  all  the  pupils.  Pupil  Teachers,  and  Moni- 
tors of  the  male  and  female  schools  received  instruction  in  vocal  music.  During 
this  time  they  haVe  gone  through  Hullah's  Manual,  studying  the  principles 
contained  in  it,  and  learning  its  best  songs.  They  have  also  been  taught  some 
of  the  important  portion  of  the  History  of  Music,  and  learned  to  sing  many 
pieces  by  such  composers  as  Wallrent,  Stephenson,  Rupert,  Moore,  &c.,  for 
one,  two,  three,  or  four  voices.  With  regard  to  the  proficiency  of  the  pupils  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  observations  taken  from  the  "Visitors*  Book.*' 
I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Shbil, 

J.  Patten,  Bsq.,  M.D.,  Drawing  Master. 

Head  Inspector. 
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Teachenf  Drawing  Class. — To  extend  the  senrices  of  the  Diawinff  Appkkdix  O: 
Master  to  the  National  Schoola  in  the  neigfaboorhood,  ire  establiBhed,  |  ji^^  on 
in  the  beginning  of  autamn,  a  ckss  for  Teachers,  which  met  on  Satnr-  DistrictModel 
days.     iJl  the  Teachers  in  the  neighboarhood,  and  man^  from  a  greitt  Schooli. 
distance,  attended    The  class  was  obliged  to  ceiMse  operations  on  the  ^p-  BiiS&iirwidi. 
proach  of  winter,  bnt  it  is  intended  to  re-bpen  it  as  soon  as  the  weather 
will  permit.     Ddring  the  short  period  the  dass  was  in  existence  very 
considerable  progress  was  made,  and  sereral  of  the  Teachers  have,  we 
understand,  introdnced  the  study  of  this  branch  into  their  schools. 

Fvhlic  Examination. — The  public  examination  was  held  on  the  14th 
of  November.  The  attendance  of  visitdrs  was  krge  and  inflaentiaL 
Amongst  those  present  were,  The  Marchioness  of  Headfort,  LtUljr 
Virginia  Sandars,  the  Bev.  F.  Fitspatrick,  Rector  of  Larah ;  the  Very 
Rev.  M.  McQnaid,  P.P. ;  the  Rev.  P.  White,  P.M. ;  the  Rev.  W.  Bell, 
P«M.  j  end  the  Bev.  J.  Mon«ghftii,  B.C.€!.  .  Besides  these  there  were 
also  present  a  large  ttmnbor  of  the  req)eotabl0  inhabitants  of  the  town 
and  neighboorhoml,  as  well  as  manv  of  the  parents  and  relatives  of  the 
children.  The  examination  occupied  six  honra,  and  embraced  all  the 
subjects  taught  in  tlie  scliooL  The  ready  and  correct  answering  ol  the 
pupils  evinded  th^  care  bestowed  on  them  by  their  teachers,  and  gave 
evident  satisfiiction  to  all  preseiit  At  interval  during  the  day  the 
following  pieced,  amongst  others,  were  sutig  by  the  ptfpils  with  tast^ 
and  feefing: — "Hard  by  a  fountain,**  *fWhat  are  the  wild  waves 
saying f  "See  our  oars,"  "I  saw  from  the  beiMsh,"  "Harvest  Song,*' 
and  "  The  'Wheel,"  concluding  with  the  National  Anthem. 

On  the  day  following,  the  Marquess  and  Marchioness  6f  Headfort^  in 
the  presence  of  a  large  number  of  visitors,  distribnted  the  t>rizes  to  the 
successful  candidates,  accompanying  each  with  i^  few  appropriate  re- 
marks calculated  to  incite  the  pupils  to  still  greater  diligence.  After 
the  distribution  of  the  prizes,  his  Lordship  addressed  the  pupils,  com- 
plimenting them  on  the  great  number  of  premiums  presented,  which, 
with  the  superior  answering  of  the  classes  he  had  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  examined,  told,  he  said,  an  honourable  tale  of  their  industry 
and  good  conduct,  as  well  as  of  the  seal  and  capabilities  of  their  pre- 
ceptors. He  said  that,  not  having  expected  such  a  brilliant  display  in 
the  various  brauchesof  education,  he  felt  at  aloss  to  express  his  sentiments 
at  such  an  unexpected  pleasure.  He  then  pointed  out  the  many  advan- 
tages they  were  deriving  from  such  a  valuable  institution^  and  advised 
them  to  walk  steadily  in  the  path  they  were  pursuing.  In  conclusion, 
he  wished  them  many  happy  returns  of  such  an  interesting  occasion, 
and  hoped  that  after  having  left  school,  while  following  their  various 
avocations,  they  would  all  enjoy  those  blessings  which  must  result  from 
Huch  an  extensive  and  useful  education  as  they  were  then  receiving. 

Visitors,  ^e> — We  append  the  following  extracts  from  the  "  Visitors* 
Observation  Book,'*  the  general  tone  of  which,  it  will  be  seen,  is  highly 
&vourable  to  the  institution: — 

Male  Department. 

lOth  January.  1854. 
This  Ib  my  first  visit  to  the  Bailieborough  District  Model  School.  I  reipret 
that  I  had  not  time  to  hear  more  than  one  class  examined.  Mr.  MacDonald 
questioned  the  pupils  in  astronofny  out  of  Br.  SuUivan's  *'  Geography  Gene- 
ral! zed.  '*  Their  answering  exhibited  the  most  gratifying  proof  of  their  mdustry 
and  quicknesSt  and  of  the  superior  qualifications  of  their  able  Teacher.  Mr. 
8hcil  conducts  the  music  class  very  successfully ;  his  pupils  have  made  satis- 
factory progress,  and  deserve  every  encouragement.  The  drawing  class  has 
only  recently  commenced. 

Maurice  Cross, 
Secretaiy  to  the  Commissioners  of  National  Education. 
VOL  II.  B  2 
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J&nuaiy  SOth,  1854. 

I  visited  tho  schools  this  day,  and  I  hare  great  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony 
to  the  orderly  manner  in  which  they  have  been  conducted ;  to  the  intelHgeDo 
manifested  by  the  pupils  of  the  fourth  class  of  boys,  and  their  accurate  know* 
ledge  of  geography,  as  well  as  of  the  derivation  of  words. 

I  am  happy,  also,  to  record  my  conyiction  of  the  great  progiess  the  pupils  o 
the  music  class  have  made.      / 

Fatbick  White, 

Presbyterian  Minister. 

May  31st,  1854. 

Visited  this  Model  School,  and  was  present  at  an  exercise  in  geography,  ii 
which  great  knowledge  was  displayed  by  the  pupils,  whilst  their  manner  clearlj 
proved  that  all  their  faculties  were  called  into  action. 

i{f  James  Browne. 

July  21st,  1854. 
The  lAdy  Olivia  l^ttspatrick  and  the  Hon.  Miss  Vivian  have  heard  thi 
third  and  fourth  classes  examined,  and  were  very  much  pleased. 

/^  October  7th,  1854. 

Lady  Toung  visited  the  School,  and  was  much  gratified,  as  usual 

October  7th,  1854. 
Mr.  Henry  Cole,  C.B.,  inspected  the  drawing  classes.  The  children  appearoi 
most  practised  in  model  drawing.    It  would  be  well  that  the  school  should  \n 
supplied  with  some  few  ornamental  casts,  and  with  some  mechanical  drawing 
copies.    The  use  of  the  lead  pencil  should  be  introduced. 

October  19th,  1854. 
I  have  visited  the  Model  School,  and  heard  the  fourth  class  of  boys  examined ; 
the  pupils  seem  to  have  made  very  good  progress.    I  have  also  examined  s 
number  of  drawings  in  the  school,  with  which  I  am  much  pleased. 

M.  Taylor. 

I  visited  at  the  same  time,  and  was  equally  gratified. 

f  James  Taylor,  M.D. 

'         '  November  16th,  1854. 

I  observed  a  drawing  of  one  of  the  boys  which  gave  promise  of  much  talent 
a  chorus  of  the  children  was  admirably  well  sung,  and  in  perfect  time. 

Headfort. 

November  16th,  1854. 
Yesterday  was  my  first  visit  to  a  Model  School,  and  it  happened  to  be  the  dai 
for  the  general  inspection.  I  was  present  during  the  whole  of  the  examination 
and  I  have  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  I  was  not  only  agreeably  8uvprisc< 
but  exceedingly  pleased  with  the  answers  and  abilitv  displayed  on  the  occa 
siou.  The  way  in  which  every  thing  was  conducted  reflects  great  credit  on  thd 
instructors.  ^ 

Frances  Headfort. 

Female  DeparimenU 

^  January  10th,  1854. 

Notwithstanding  the  extreme  severity  of  the  weather,  I  found  46  girls  present 
and  74  on  the  rolls.  I  bea^d  a  class  of  the  juvenile  children  examined  in  gcc 
graphy.  Their  progress  surprised  and  gratified  me.  The  school-room  is  ver 
neat ;  the  children  were  orderly,  and  every  thing  I  saw  and  heard  regarding  to 
femalo  department  reflects  great  credit  on  Miss  Cussen,  the  Teacher. 

Maurice  Cross, 
Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  of  National  £ducatiai| 

April  fith,  1854.  i 

Their  answering  was  exceeding] 

The  cox)y-book8  are  very  cleaul 


\feard  a  class  examined  on  geography. 
eredita1[)le  to  their  Teacher  and  Uicmbclves. 
kept,  and  the  writing  good. 


Wm.  Whitb, 
Pres.  Minister*  Down. 
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April  27th,  1854.      Appendix  G. 
I  hare  listened  with  mnch  attention  to  the  answering  of  a  class  nnder  exami-  j  ^     ^^  ^^ 
ELaUon  by  Miss  Cnssen,  and  it  affords  me  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  never  in  Djatr^  Model 
my  life  hare  I  heard  from  any  class  more  correct  answering,  or  have  I  seen  Schools, 
g^reater  evidence,  under  ar^  circumstances,  of  satisfactory  progress  than  that         ...^ 
^vrhich  the  pupils  of  Miss  Cussen  evinced.  BaUieborvt^K 

Cecil  P.  Stonb, 
Cor.  Member  of  Montreal  U.  8.  Society. 

May  10th,  1854. 

I  have  heard  a  class  examined  in  geography  by  Miss  Cossen,  and  was  yery 
much  pleased  and  surprised  at  the  good  answering  of  the  children. 

Anna  M.  Bsrespoed. 

May  81st,  1854. 

Visited  the  female  school ;  was  present  at  the 'exercises  in  reading  and  geo- 
graphy, and  was  highly  gratified  by  the  perfect  accuracy  and  graoeM  manner 
•f  answering  of  the  pupils. 

i{f  Jaxss  BftowmB* 

July  21st,  1854. 

Lady  Olivia  Fitzpatrick  and  the  Hon.  Miss  Vivian  have  just  heard,  with 
great  pleasure,  the  singing  class,  and  were  much  surprised  at  the  great  profi- 
ciency they  have  made  in  so  short  a  time ;  they  liave  likewise  seen  the  drawings, 
and  with  equal  surprise  and  pleasure. 

August  nth,  1864. 
Visited  the  female  department  of  the  school ;  heard  Miss  Cussen  examine  the 
first  class  in  geography ;  the  answering  was  remarkably  good,  refiecting  the 
greatest  credit  on  the  Teacher. 

John  0'Keii.lt, 

B.  Academy. 

September  20th,  1854. 
I<ady  Young  visited  the  schools  and  was  delighted  at  the  improvement,  since 
she  last  visited  them,  in  singing  and  drawing. 

I  visited  the  female  department  of  the  Model  Schopl  and  feel  great  pleasure 
in  being  able  to  state  that  the  system  of  education  a^d  the  acquirements  of  the 
children,  according  to  their  difierent  ages,  surpass  any  thing  I  have  yet  wit- 
nessed under  the  National  Board. 

J.  MONAGBAV,  B.C.C. 

October  6th,  1854. 
Xady  Young  visited  the  schools  and  examined  the  girls'  first  and  fourth 
classes ;  they  answered  remarkably  well. 

November  16th,  1854. 
I  have  been  highly  gratified  by  the  answers  of  the  children  this  day.    Many 
of  them  displayed  a  degree  of  intelligence  beyond  their  years,  and  all  seemed  to 
have  profited  by  the  instructions  of  their  Masters  and  Mistresses.    I  observed, 
also,  a  great  degree  of  emulation  amongst  them, 

Hbadfobt. 
December  12th,  1854. 
We  have  this  day  viewed  specimens  of  the  drawing  in  the  Model  School  of 
Bailieborough,  and  we  think  they  exhibit  considerable  talent  and  progress,  and 
do  great  credit  to  their  instructor. 

Fredbbick  Fxtzfatbxck,  Bector. 

I  fhlly  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  tllft  Bev.  F.  Fitzpatrick  relative  to 
the  specimens  of  drawing  in  the  school-room ;  and  in  addition,  may  add,  I  have 
great  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  efficiency  of  the  pupils  in  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  both  the  theory  and  practice  of  music,  as  well  as  of  literature, 
agriculture,  and  science,  exhibited  on  the  day  of  our  annual  examinations. 

Patrick  White, 
Presbyterian  Minister,  1st  Bailieborough. 

Condusion, — ^The  respectable  position  which  this  School  has  atcainedy 
and  its  success  as  a  training  establishment,  as  is  manifested  by  the 
desire  of  Managers  to  secure  the  services  of  its  pupils  as  Teachers^ 
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A-^?W>?>  ^«  realize,  we  should  hope,  the  wise  views  of  the  Commissioners  in  its 

I.  ftepoiti  911     establishment ;  whilst  the  harmony  and  good  feeling  with  which  per- 

Distrtct  Mod4  sons  of  all  creeds  co-operate  in  promoting  the  wel^re  of  the  school 

Schools^         prove  satisfactorily  the  practicability  of  a  mixed  system  of  education. 

BifiiklHMVf^h.    "  ®  cannot  concluae  this  Report  without  expressiuff  our  thanks  for  the 

cordial  support  which  w.e  have  at  all  times  receivea  from  the  clergy  of 

the  different  denominations  in  ihe  town  and  neighbourhood,  whicfa, 

beyond  doubt,  has  very  materially  contributed  to  the  success  of  this 

Institution. 

We  are.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servants, 
James  Patten, 

Head  Inspector. 
Thomas  MoIlbot, 
^  District  Inspector. 

The  Secretaries, 

Education  Office,  Dublin. 
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^"^:^^-  ApPiSNDIxD-l. 

District  Model        Pboobammb  of  Studibs  Prepared  for  Examination  in  Malb 
®^^^^  Dbpabtmbnt,  November,  1854. 

'^^^'^  '  Fira  Class. — ^Lesson  Book  :  Senior  Division — As  £ar  as  page  30. 
Spelling-Book  Superseded  :  Junior  Division — Four  columns  of  Verbal 
Distinctions.  Senior  Division  :  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  page 
29.  English  Grammar  :  a  portion  of  Orthography  in  ''Sullivan's 
English  Grammar ;  to  distinguish  the  Articles,  Nouns,  Verbs,  and  Ad- 
jectives in  First  Book  of  Lessons.  Geography  :  the  Preliminary  Defi- 
nitions in  "  Sullivan's  Introduction  to  Geography  ;"  to  name  and  point 
out  on  the  Map  of  Europe  the  principal  countries  and  their  chief  towns. 
Arithmetic  :  Senior  Division — Notation  and  numeration  to  thousands  ^ 
some  of  the  multiplication  and  pence  tables.  Natural  History  :  to  tell 
the  division,  class,  and  order  of  each  animal  mentioned  in  the  lesson. 
Sacred  Poetry  :  to  repeat  any  of  the  first  five  pieces. 

Second  Glass. — Lesson  Book — As  far  as  page  91.  Spelling-Book 
Superseded  :  first  and  second  classes  of  Verbal  Distinctions,  and  three 
rules  for  spelling.  English  Grammar  :  Orthography  in  "  Sullivan's 
English  Grammar,"  and  to  point  out  the  principal  Parts  of  Speech  in 
reading  lessons.  Geography  :  all  the  Preliminary  Definitions  in  "  Sul- 
livan's Introduction  to  Geography,"  the  outline  of  the  Map  of  the 
World,  and  to  have  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  Map  of  Europe. 
Arithmetic :  to  be  able  to  write  numbers  to  six  places,,  to  work  easy 
exercises  in  Addition,  Subtraction,  and  Multiplication,  to  know  the 
Multiplication  and  Pence'  Tables,  and  the  Tables  of  Weights  and  Mea- 
sures. Natural  History  :  to  know  the  division,  class,  and  order  of  the 
animals  mentioned  in  the  lesson  book.  Sacred  Poetry  :  to  repeat  eight 
selections. 

Sequel  Class, — Lesson  Book  :  Sequel  No.  1  as  far  as  page  83,  Sequel 
No.  2  as  far  as  page  41.  Spelling-Book  Superseded  :  to  know  the  First 
and  Second  Classes  of  Verbal  Distinctions,  and  all  the  Rules  for  Spell- 
ing. English  Grammar :  to  know  the  text  of  "  Sullivan's  English 
Grammar"  as  &r  as  the  Verb,  and  to  parse  a  sentence  etymologically. 
Geography :  to  have  a  fiiir  knowledge  of  the  Map  of  the  World,  and 
some  acquaintance  with  the  Maps  of  England  and  Ireland.  Arithmetic : 
to  be  able  to  work  exercises  in  the  simple  and  compound  rules,  and 
Reduction  of  Money.  Natural  History  :  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
outline  ffiven  in  Sequel  No.  2.  Sacred  Poetry :  to  repeat  eight  selections. 

Third  Class, — Lesson  Book  :  as  far  as  page  140.  English  Grammar: 
''  Sullivan's  English  Grammar"  as  tftr  as  Syntax,  and  to  parse  a  simple 
sentence.  Spelling-Book  Superseded  :  all  the  Verbal  Distinctions, 
Rules  for  Spelling,  Prefixes  and  Affixes,  and  the  Latin  Boots.  Geo- 
graphy: three  first  chapters  in  '^  Geography  Generalized,"  and  the 
Maps  of  Scotland,  Africa,  Asia,  and  America.  Arithmetic  :  to  be  able 
to  work  sums  as  £Eur  as  Proportion.  Book-keeping  :  Board's  Treatise, 
two  first  sets.  Mensuration  :  Board's  Treatise,  first  four  problems  in 
Superficies.  Algebra :  Definitions,  easy  exercises  in  Addition,  and  a 
few  Simple  Equations.  Geometry  :  Definitions,  and  a  few  propositions 
in  first  book.  Natural  History :  same  as  junior  classes.  Money 
Matters  :  the  lessons  on  Money,  Exchange,  Commerce,  and  Coin. 

Fourth  Glass — Lesson  Book  :  the  whole  of  the  Fourth  Book.  Spell- 
ing-Book Superseded  :  the  whole  of  the  book  to  the  end  of  English 
Etymologies.  English  Grammar :  the  whole  of  ''  Sullivan's  English 
Grammar,"  and  to  parse  any  sentence  selected  from  the  Lesson  Book. 
Arithmetic  :  the  Rules  of  Commercial  Arithmetic,  Vulgar  and  Decimal 
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FnetioBfl^  Intoliitioii  and  Erobition.    Geography :  the  whole  of  the  AwBmrt  Ck 
"  Qeogmpliy  Generalised,**  inclnding  the  Chapter  on  Astronomy,  Blank  j  iteporti  on 
Mapd,  Ste.    Book-keeping  :  the  first  six  sets  in  Board's  Treatise.    Men-  Distrkt  Model 
snation  !  Board's  Treatise,  the  first  twenty-eight  problems  in  Section  Schoob. 
n.,aiid  the  whole  of  Section  Til.     Algebra  :  to  Quadratic  Equations, 
fbiitical  Economy :  '^  Easy  Lessons  on  Money  Matters.'*    Reasoning  : 
the  first  twelve  leasons  in  "  Easy  Lessons  on  Reasoning.**    Natural 
Philosophy :  the  Natural  Philosophy  giren  in  Fifth  Book  of  Lessons. 

Writing, — All  write  on  paper  except  First  Class ;  the  Seqnel,  Third 
ftn<l  Fonrth  (^asseto  write  from  dictation. 

MenM  Af%(hMetiC'^--^AJA  are  exerofoed  in  this  occaaionaHy. 

Alsxahbkb  MAoDovAiin. 
Literaiy  Teacher. 


Affsvpzx  D — 2. 
pBoajL^MMB  of  Stvpixs  of  Aa&iouLTUSiii  Class. 

Farms  and  Offices* — Choice  of  forms — diyision  of  fimns,  and  forma- 
tion of  fiddfl — situation  of  houses  and  offices — the  difierent  rotation^ 
—soils  to  which  they  are  best  suited.  Drainage. — ^Evii  effects  of  an 
excess  of  moisture  in  the  soil  with  reference  to  the  growth  of  crops  on 
ilH-mannre  applied  to  it — ^Ubour  and  climate-^yarious  systems  of 
draining,  and  materials  used,  &c. 

Trmjcking  and  SubsoUing, — The  value  of  these  operations  in  in- 
creasing the  productive  powers  of  soils — ^when  they  should  be  executed^ 
And  tiie  various  means  etnployed  in  their  performance. 

CuUimtion. — The  different  varieties  of  wheat,  oats,  bariey,  and  rye, 
and  the  several  green  and  green-fallow  crops-^season  for,  and  various 
methods  of  sowing  and  planting— quantities  of  seeds  and  manures—^ 
after-cnHore,  harvesting,  &c 

Soili. — ^Whence  derived — several  kinds  occurring  in  Ireland — ch^ 
racter  and  physical  properties — organic  and  inorganic  constituents. 

i/anures.— Composition  of  iftie  solid  and  liquid  excrement  of  the 
Tarious  domesticated  animiils — ^general  character  of  the  farm-yard 
and  liquid  manures — Collection  and  preservation — character  and  ap- 
plieatioti  of  portable  manures,  such  as  guano  and  bones,  mineral  and 
vegetable  manures. 

Vhemuiry, — Atmospheric  air — importance  to  animal  and  vegetable 
life-^propertles  of  its  several  gases ;  water — its  use  and  properties ; 
constituents  of  plants,  organic  and  inorganic. 

John  Stiwabt,  AgricuHnrist. 
KovembeTi  lS5i. 


Appendix  D — 3. 


FloaBAAMB  of  Stvdibs  Prepared  for  Exahtnation  in  Fsxaln 
Dbpabtxsnt,  November,  1854. 

^vrst  Clan. — ^Lesson  Book:  reading,  spelling,  and  explanation  to 
page  29.  Grammar  :  to  be  able  to  point  out  the  Nouns,  Adjectives,  and 
Verbs  as  they  occur  in  the  reading  lessons.  Geography :  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  outlines  of  the  world.  Tables  :  to  know  the  Multi- 
plication Table  to  *^  five  times."  Sacred  Poetry :  to  be  able  to  repeat 
eix  aelectionfl. 
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Appendix  O.  Second  Clan. — Lesson  Book  :  spelling,  reading,  and  explanation,  to 
RaportTon  *^®  130th  page.  Spelling-Book  Superseded  :  to  know  Class  First  of 
District  Model  Verbal  Distinctions,  and  the  First  Rule  for  Spelling.    Gnunmar  :  to  be 


SehooU. 
BaiUeboromgh. 


able  to  distinguish  the  Parts  of  Speech  as  they  occur  in  the  reading 
lessons.  Arithmetic  :  to  be  able  to  work  sums  readily  in  Addition  and 
Subtraction.  Tables  :  to  be  familiar  with  the  Multiplication  and  Pence 
Tables.     Geography  :  to  be  acquainted  with  the  Map  of  the  World. 

Sequel  CkuB, — Lesson  Book  :  reading,  spelling,  and  explanation,  to 
page  179  of  Sequel  No.  2.  Spelling-Book  Superseded :  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  Glass  First  of  Verbal  Distinctions,  and  to  know  four 
Kules  for  Spelling.  Grammar :  to  bo  familiar  with  the  text  of  "  Sul- 
livan's Grammar"  as  far  as  the  Relative  Pronoun,  and  to  be  abl#  to 
parse  a  simple  sentence  from  the  Lesson  Book.  Geography:  to  be 
acauainted  with  the  **  Introduction  to  Geography**  as  far  as  page  25, 
ana  the  Maps  of  Europe  and  Ireland.  Natural  History :  to  be  familiar 
with  the  lessons  on  Natural  History  contained  in  Sequel  No.  2.  Arith* 
metic :  to  be  able  to  work  accurately  and  readily  sums  in  the  simple 
rules  and  Compound  Addition.  Tables  :  to  know  the  Multiplication 
Table  and  the  Tables  of  Weights  and  Measures.  Writing  from  Dic- 
tation :  to  write  any  sentence  selected  from  Lesson  Book. 

Third  Clcus. — Lesson  Book  :  reading,  spelling,  and  explanation  of 
Third  Book  to  the  176th  page,  with  the  Roots,  Prefixes,  and  Affixes,  as 
they  occur.  Spelling-Book  Superseded  :  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
First  and  Second  Glasses  of  the  Verbal  Distinctions,  and  the  Rules  for 
Spelling.  Grammar  :  to  be  familiar  with  the  text  of  '*  Sullivan's 
Grammar"  as  far  as  page  61,  and  to  be  able  to  parse  any  sentence 
selected  from  the  Third  Lesson  Book.  Geography  :  to  be  acqvainted 
with  the  first  three  chapters  of  the  "  Geography  Generalized,'*  and  the 
Maps  of  Europe,  Ireland,  aud  South  America.  Writing  from  Dicta^ 
tion  :  to  be  able  to  write  sentences  selected  from  Spelling-Book  Super* 
seded,  or  Third  Lesson  Book.  Natural  History  :  the  divisions,  classes, 
and  orders  of  vertebrate  Animals,  from  "  Patterson's  Introduction  to 
Zoology.*'  Arithmetic :  to  be  able  to  work  exercises  in  the  Compound 
Rules  and  Reduction. 

Fourth  Class. — Lesson  Book  :  the  whole  of  the  Fourth  Book  and 
seven  lessons  from  Fifth  Book  ;  Prefixes,  Affixes,  Derivations  and 
English  Etymologies  of  words  in  the  lesson  ;  Easy  Lessons  on  Money 
Matters ;  Selections  from  British  Poets.  Spelling-Book  Superseded  : 
Verbal  Distinctions,  Rules  for  Spelling,  and  English  Etymologies. 
Grammar :  to  parse  and  transpose  any  piece  of  poetry  from  Fourth 
Lesson  Book,  to  be  fiEtmiliar  with  the  figures  of  Rhetoric  and  the  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  verse,  and  to  know  the  text  of  "  Sullivan's  Grammar** 
as  far  as  page  70.  Geography  :  the  first  five  chapters  of  "  Geography 
Generalized,"  and  the  Maps  of  Europe,  Asia,  and  Ireland.  Arithmetic  : 
to  be  able  to  work  sums  as  far  as  Simple  Interest.  History :  to  be 
^urailiar  with  the  outlines  of  English  and  Roman  History,  and  with 
the  Historical  Sketches  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  given  in  *'  Sulli- 
van's Introduction  to  Geography."  Natural  History  :  to  be  acquainted 
with  "  Patterson's  Introduction  to  Zoology,"  Part  I.  Writing  :  all 
except  First  Glass  write  on  paper. 

Mart  Amnb  Onsssir, 
Head-Teacher. 
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No.  2. — Joint  Refobt  on  the  Nbwkt  Dibtbiot  Modbl  School  and  Apwwmx  a. 
the  Public  Examination  of  the  Pupils  hbld  thbbbin,  by  Jambs  j  r^Z^  ^n 
Pattbn,  Esq.,  m.d.,  m.b.i.a.,  Head  Inspector,  and  A.  J.  Simpson,  Diatrut  Model 
Esq.,  District  Inspector.  ScIiooIb. 

Gentlembn, — We  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  you,  for  the 
information  of  the  Commissioners,  our  Joint  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1854. 

ITouse  and  Premises. — ^The  house  and  premises  have  undergone  con- 
siderable repairs,  painting,  ^.,  and  are  now  in  good  order ;  but  as  we 
have  already  reported,  great  inconvenience  still  arises  from  the  want  of 
additional  class-rooms,  one  for  boys  and  one  for  girls.  At  present  the 
Pupil-Teachers'  dining  room  is  used  as  a  laboratory,  and  stocked  with 
chemical  and  scientific  apparatus,  diagrams,  &c.,  and  geological  spec!" 
mens;  the  Pupil-Teachers  are  debarred,  therefore,  and  are  obliged  to 
convert  their  study  room  into  a  dining-hall.  At  very  inconsiderable 
expense,  and  without  trespassing  much  on  the  play  grounds,  or  dis- 
figuring in  any  way  the  architectural  beauty  of  the  building,  the 
desired  class-rooms  could  be  easily  erected. 

Time  Table. — The  general  arrangements  of  the  School,  as  regards 
hours  for  secular,  and  for  religious  instruction,  remain  unaltered ;  .also 
the  sub-division  of  the  School  time,  occupation  of  Pupil-Teachers,  &c,, 
remain  the  same  as  set  forth  in  last  Report.  We  earnestly  hope  that  the 
Commissioners  will  appoint  Assistant  Teachers  to  the  Newry  District 
Model  Schools,  as  they  have  already  done  in  the  case  of  some  of  the 
other  Model  Schools. 

Introduction  of  Physical  Science. — One  new  feature  in  the  institution 
since  the  dato  of  our  last  Report,  is  the  introduction  of  Physical 
Science  as  a  portion  of  the  ordinary  instruction  afforded  to  the 
advanced  classes  of  boys;  and  with  reference  to  this  subject,  we  can 
bear  full  testimony  to  the  extraordinary  success  of  Dr.  Clarke,  the 
lecturer  appointed  by  the  Commissioners  to  give  instruction  on  this 
important  branch.  For  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  proficiency 
attained  by  the  pupils,  and  the  subjects  on  which  they  were  examined, 
see  our  observations  under  the  head  of  Public  Examinations.  We  will 
merely  add  here,  that  the  interest  excited  during  Dr.  Clarke*s  stay  at 
Newry,  has  by  no  means  subsided,  either  among  teachers  or  pupils  ; 
the  Science  Class  now  numbers  fifty-four. 

Attendance. — The  annexed  Table  will  show  the  numbers  on  the  Rolls 
of  the  different  departments  on  the  3 1st  December,  1853,and  on  the  31st 
of  December,  1854 ;  exhibiting  a  decrease  in  the  average  for  the  latter 
year  of  eleven  boys,  three  girls,  and  twelve  infants.  In  the  Boys'  School 
we  can  readily  account  for  this  slight  falling  off,  by  the  fact,  that 
several  of  our  hitherto  constant  pupUs  have  now  withdrawn  to  learn 
classics  ;  and  in  the  Infant  School,  the  prevalence  of  scarlatina  in  sum- 
mer, and  the  extreme  severity  of  the  winter,  afford  sufficient  cause  for 
the  diminution  with  regard  to  it. 


[NvuBBB  Of  Pupils. 
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Appkitdix  Q.  NuMBBft  of  Pupils  attending  the  iNSTirurioir  on  Slet  December,  1854. 

I.  Reporteon 
Diitrict  Model 
Schools. 

Neuny,  . 


School. 

On  Roll 

on  silt 

December, 

1853. 

Admitted 
inl854. 

Straokoff 
in  1854. 

On  Boll 

onSlst 

Deoember, 

1854. 

Dallf 

ftTengo 

attendanoo 

in  1854. 

OflOOPn- 

pilt  on  tho 

Roll  there 

were  in 

ftTengo 

d&Ily  at- 

tendanoe. 

Boys', 
Girls', 
Infants',      . 

121 

108 

89 

96 
90 
47 

117 

100 

69 

100 
98 
67 

73 

78 
89 

79- 
83- 
53' 

Total,       . 

318 

233 

286 

265 

190 

— 

Finance. — In  the  amount  of  School  receipts  there  has  been  a  slight 
decrease  daring  the  past  year,  amounting  to  three  pounds  fourteen 
shillings.  This  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact,  that  three  new 
private  Schools  were  established  in  Newry  during  the  year.  The  sub- 
joined Table  will  give  full  information  on  this  head. 

Bates  of  Pathknt,  and  the  Proportions  paying  each  Bate. 


School. 

Id. 

2t.6d. 

per 
Quarter. 

St. 

per 
Quarter. 

Total. 

Actual 
amount  of 

Foes 
recoired  in 

1854. 

School 

Expenses  in 

1854. 

Boys' School,    . 
Ghrls*  School,    . 
Infiuits'  Schod, 

37 

59 
55 

50 
31 
12 

13 

8 

100 
98 
67 

£     S.     d. 
41     0    4 

31  17     0 

13    9    4 

I33  17     9 

Total,     . 

151 

93 

21 

265 

86     6     8 

33  17     9 

School  reqnisites  sold,  will  be  seen  by  the  following  Table  : — 
Amount  of  School  Beqttisites  sold  in  1854. 


Month!. 

Boft. 

GirlB. 

Infants. 

Totol. 

£     8,     d. 

£     M.    d. 

£   s.  d. 

£      8.     d. 

January,     • 

1   14  10 

0    7    8 

0    0    4 

2    2  10 

February, 

1     3  10} 

0  11     7 

0    0    9^ 

1   16     3 

March, 

1     1   11 

0  18    0 

0    2     7 

2     2     6 

April, 

0  11     7i 

0    4    4 

0    0    3 

0  16     21 

1  6  10 

May,    . 

0  17     2 

0    8    8 

0     10 

June,    . 

1     6  10 

0  18    4i 

0     1     7 

2     6  10 

July,    . 

0  15    5 

0     8    0 

0     19 

1     6     21 

August, 

0  14    9} 

0    7     11 

0    0     2 

1     2     1^ 

September, 

0    9  10 

0    2     0 

0     1     1 

0  12  11 

October, 

18    0 

0  16  10 

0     2     5 

2     7     3 

November, 

1  15     2} 

0     5    3 

0     0    8i 

2     1     2 

December, 

0  18    2 

0    2     7 

1     0     9 

Tot 

al,     , 

• 

12  17     8 

5  10     5 

0  12  10 

19     0  11 
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ReligwM  Denominations. — The  following  Table  will  exhibit  the  Appendix  O. 
religious  denominations  of  the  Fapils  on  the  Rolls  on  the  Slst  Decern-  j  Re^^on 
ber,  1854  :—  District  Model 

.  Schools. 


Boligiottfl  Donominatlons. 

Boy.. 

Girls. 

Infants. 

Total. 

Established  Church,        .... 

Roman  Catholics, 

l^sbTterians,  General  Assembly,  . 
Do.           Remonstrant  Synod, 

14 

60 

25 

1 

17 

G3 

U 

5 

14 
30 
22 

1 

45 

152 

61 

7 

Total, 

100 

98 

67 

265 

Zeal  and  efficiency  of  the  Head  Teachers  in  each  department, — We  have 
much  pleasure  in  recording  our  opinion  of  the  zeal,  energy,  and  efli- 
ciency  of  the  Head  Teachers  in  each  department,  the  same  under  whom 
the  Schools  were  opened  in  1849,  and  to  them  is  chiefly  attributable 
the  steady  progress  since  made,  and  the  high  position  which  the  Schools 
continue  to  enjoy. 

To  Mr.  Brady,  the  Master  of  the  boys'  department  in  particular,  much 
credit  is  due,  for  the  manner  in  which  he  has  succeeded  in  maintaining 
the  Physical  Science  Class,  without  allowing  any  of  its  members  to  fall 
back  in  the  ordinary  subjects  of  School  routine. 

Pupil-Teachers  and  Monilresses. — The  subjoined  lists  will  afford 
ample  information  and  particulars  as  to  the  appointments  of  Pupil- 
Teachers,  &c. 

During  the  year  we  periodically  submitted  them  and  the  Paid- 
Monitresses  to  an  examination  ;  and,  finally,  when  leaving  the  Institu- 
tion, we  examined  each  of  them  minutely,  in  order  to  determine  their 
classification. 

Progress  made  satisfactory, — The  progress  made  by  both  Pupil - 
Teachers  and  Monitresses,  has  been,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory  j  and 
their  general  conduct  unimpeachable ;  bat  we  cannot  refrain  from  again 
giving  expression  to  our  earnest  conviction,  that  the  presence  of  a  well- 
qualified  Second  Master,  with  the  Pupil-Teachers,  during  their  hours  of 
Btudy^  would  tend  materially  to  their  further  improvement. 

List  of  Popil-Teaohebs  whose  Names  appear  in  the  previous  Return, 
but  whose  period  of  training  expired  in  1854. 


N-.. 

Age. 

M 

When 
Appoiatad. 

.9  A 

II 

Destination. 
Appointed  to 

Andw.  Callan, 
Gilbert  Elliot, 
James  Graham, 
Michl.O'Meara, 
Robert  Sloane, 
John  Doyle,   . 

18 
18 
19 
19 
20 
18 

R.C. 
E.C. 
R.C. 
R.C. 
Pres. 
B.C. 

Newton  N.  S.  . 
NewryD.M.S. 
Pomeroy  N.  S. . 
WarrenpointN.8 
NewryD.M.S. 
Donavan  N.  8. 

Jan.  1853, 
July  1853, 

Do! 

Do, 

Oct.  1853, 

12 
12 
6 

12 
12 
12 

BirrN.  S 
Bessbrooke  N.  S. 
Pomeroy  N.  S. 
O'Meath  N.  S. 
Emdale  N.  S« . 
Clerkship. 

vol..  n. 


[List  op  Pppxir-TEAcnEES. 
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Appendix  O.  Lig^  of  the  Popil-Teachees  who  have  entered  Newet  Model  School 
I.  Report!  on        froj?  Ist  January,  1854,  till  Slst  December,  1854;  being  Appendix 

District  Model 
Schools. 

Newry, 


to  Bet  am  of  the  previous  year. 


Names. 

Ago. 

Roli- 
gious 
Denomi- 
nation. 

Where  Ednoated. 

When 
Appointed. 

Time  of  Learing. 

Patk.M«Grath, 
Frcs.  Raflferty, 
Tho8.  Murray, 
John  Hamilton, 
John  Hill,      . 

21 
18 
17 
17 
16 

R,  C. 
R.  C. 
R.  C. 
Pres. 
E.  C. 

CastleweUan  N.  S.  . 
N.T.HamiltonN.S. 
CarrickmannonN.S. 
BaUydown  N.  S.     . 
Newry  D.  M.  N.  S. 

Jan.  1854, 
June    ,, 
July    „ 

Do. 

Do. 

StiUintheEsUb. 
}» 
»» 

The  following  tables  give  the  statistics  of  the  Schools  as  to  promotions 
during  the  year,  and  the  destination  of  the  pupils  whose  names  have 
been  struck  off. 


NuHBEB  advanced  from  the  different  Classes  during  the  year  1854. 


Botb'  School. 


From  First  to  Second,    . 
„     Second  to  Sequel, 
„     Sequel  to  Third,    . 
„     Third  to  Fourth,  . 
,,     Fourth  to  Fifth,    . 


Total, 

Infants  promoted  to  Boys*  School, 
„  ,,         to  Girls*, 

Total, 


10 


24 
18 
40 
28 
32 

142 


GiBLs'  School. 


From  First  to  Second  Class, 
„     Second  to  Sequel, 
„     Sequel  to  Third, 
„     Third  to  Fourth, 
„     Fourth  to  Fifth, 

Total, 


12 
14 
16 
16 
15 

73 


Destination. — The  destination  of  the  Pupils  whose  names  have 
been  struck  off  the  Rolls  during  the  year  cannot,  in  every  case,  be 
accurately  ascertained.  The  following  statement,  however,  is  a  fair 
approximation : — 

Boys. 

Emigrated,  ......        10 

Appomted  Pupil-Teachers  in  the  Model  School,  Newry,        1 
In  charge  of  a  National  School,  ...  2 

Working  at  their  fathers'  trade,  or  other  occupation,  .         6 
Bad  health,         ......  1 

Died,        .  .  .*  .  .  .  .2 

Apprenticed  to  various  trades,  ....         8 

Struckofffor  irregular  attendance,       .  .  .67 

Gone  to  learn  classics,    .....  8 

Employed  at  Magnetic  Telegraph,        ...         2 

Total,         ....     Ta 
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Girls. 

Appointed  paid  Monitresscs  in  the  Kewry  Model  School,        4 
Immigrated,  .  .  .  .  .  .13 

Apprenticed  to  Dressmakers,     .  .  .  .         2 

Employed  at  home,         .  •    >       .  .  .16 

In  charge  of  a  National  School,  ...  1 

Struck  off  for  irregular  attendance,       .  .  •        32 

Died,       .......  1 

Total,  .  .  .  .        G9 
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Appendix  G. 

I.  Reporte  on 
Distnct  Model 
Schools. 

Nevny. 


Preparatory  Examinations  of  the  PupiU, — On  the  week  previous  to 
tlie  Public  Examination,  the  2l6t,  22nd,  23rd,  and  24th  August,  we 
carefully  and  minutely  examined  each  class  in  the  different  departments, 
and  selected  from  each  the  pupils  of  the  greatest  merit,  as  well  on 
account  of  their  regular  attendance  at  School  and  general  good  conduct 
as  of  their  superior  answering,  to  whom  certificates  and  premiums 
were  awarded  and  distributed  at  the  termination  of  the  Public  Exami- 
nation, held  on  the  2Jth  and  30th — the  Commissioners  as  usual 
granting  £10  for  that  purpose. 

During  these  preliminary  examinations,  we  had  ample  opportunities 
of  making  ourselves  fully  acquainted  with  the  general  progress  and 
proficiency  of  the  pupils  since  the  last  examination ;  and  we  can 
affirm  with  the  greatest  confidence,  that  with  few  exceptions,  and  even 
in  these  the  pupils  have  not  retrograded,  the  results  of  our  examination 
were  entirely  to  our  satisfaction. 

In  the  course  of  the  examination,  we  made  out  a  table  exhibiting 
the  exact  amount  of  proficiency  attained  in  the  several  branches  on 
which  the  pupils  were  examined,  both  in  the  male  and  female  depart- 
ments in  proportion  to  the  numbers  learning;  but  owing  to  some 
mischance,  the  paper  has  been  mislaid  ;  should  it,  however,  be  found, 
it  will  be  appended  to  the  next  Report. 

The  children  on  the  rolls  were  classed  as  follows  : — 


First  Book, 

Second  Book, 

Sequel, 

Third  Book, 

Fotirth  Book, 

Fifth  Book, 

Book  of  Poetry, 

Elements  of  Grammar, 

Parsing  and  Syntax, 

Descriptive  Geography, 

Mathematical  Geography, 

Arithmetical  Tables, 

First  Four  Rules, 

Compound  Rules  and  Reduction, 

Proportion  and  above, 

Mental  Arithmetic,  . 

Geometry, 

Algebra, 

Mensuration, 

Book-keeping, 

Lessons  on  Reasoning, 

Natural  Philosophy, , 

Scripture  Lessons,  . '. 

Sacred  Poetry, 

Writing  on  Slates,     . 

„        on  Paper,    . 

,,       from  Dictation, 
Singing, 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Infants. 

9 

4 

m 

10 

18 

10 

13 

21 

. 

27/ 

23 

« 

13 

25 

. 

28 

15 

. 

H6 

15 

« 

66 

67 

. 

66 

41 

. 

100 

108 

78 

41 

41 

« 

100 

108 

78 

32 

44 

- 

27 

25 

- 

41 

30 

_ 

66 

76 

~ 

41 

- 

- 

41 

.. 

- 

41 

- 

- 

29 

> 

- 

29 

- 

-. 

45 

- 

- 

— 

_ 

^ 

32 

44 

78 

15 

24 

16 

85 

84 

.. 

85 

84 

«, 

60 

30 

78 

Digitized  by 


Google 


70 

Appendix  G. 

T.  Reports  on 
District  Model 
Schools. 

Newry, 


Appendix  to  Twenty-firat  Report  of  Commissionera  [1864. 


Branches  fob  Females. 


Sewing, 
Knitting, 
Straw  Platting, 
Fancy  Work, 


Girli. 

3b' 
40 

32 


Infants. 


Public  Examinations. — On  the  29th  and  30th  August,  wo  held  the 
Public  Examinations.  The  pupils  were  eqtamined  by  the  Head 
Teachers,  Pupil-Teachers,  and  Monitresses;  some  questions  being 
occasionally  proposed  by  us.  The  visitors  were  also  invited  to  put  any 
questions  they  might  think  proper  in  connexion  with  the  subject  of 
examination,  thus  affording  to  the  parents  of  the  pupils,  and  to  that 
portion  of  the  public  present,  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  ordinary 
teaching  power  as  daily  exercised  in  the  establishment. 

dumber  of  Pupils  Examined, — There  were  present  on  both  days  74 
boys,  78  girls,  and  38  infants — total,  190. 

Programme. — In  addition  to  the  course  on  Physical  Science,  the 
programme  of  examination  was  as  extensive  as  that  of  the  previous 
year. 

In  the  Boys'  School,  at  least  twenty  questions,  and  in  the  Girls' 
fifteen,  on  the  average,  were  proposed  on  the  foHowing  branches,  to 
which  answers  were  given,  and  the  reasons,  «feo.,  explained. 

Scripture  History,  Natural  History,  Geography,  Political  Economy, 
Mental  Arithmetic,  Reasoning,  Geometry,  and  Algebra.  In  the 
Girls'  School,  (Junior  Classes,)  Scripture  History,  Mental  Arithmetic, 
Reading,  Rules  for  Spelling,  Outlines  of  the  Map  of  the  World.  Senior 
Classes — The  general  History  of  Europe,  Geography,  descriptive  and 
generalized.  Mental  Arithmetic,  (entire  course,)  lioots  and  Derivations 
of  Words,  Prefixes  and  Affixes,  ic. 

Fhysical  Science, — The  Commissioners  of  National  Education,  having 
for  a  considerable  time  adopted  as  a  branch  of  instruction  in  one  of 
their  Model  Schools  the  subject  of  Natural  Philosophy  and  Chemistry, 
as  applied  to  the  arts,  and  having  found  it  productive  of  the  best 
results,  resolved  at  the  commencement  of  this  year  to  introduce  it 
generally  into  all  their  Model  Schools.  For  the  purpose  of  afibrding 
such  instruction  they  appointed  one  of  their  Inspectors,  Doctor  Clarke, 
H.B.I.A.  The  course  of  Lectures  range  over  the  several  branches  of 
Mechanics  and  the  Steam  Engine,  Pneumatics,  Hydrostatics,  Optics, 
and  the  elements  of  Geology,  Electricity  and  Gralvanism,  &c.  The 
Schools  have  been  provided  with  suitable  apparatus.  A  coarse  of 
most  practical  lectures  have  been  delivered,  in  consequence  of  which, 
not  only  have  these  subjects  become  familiar  to  the  pupils,  but  the 
Teachers  are  now  fully  able  to  make,  with  success,  the  experiments 
necessary  for  the*  future  illustration  of  those  lectures. 

In  consequence  of  the  many  mechanical  arts  and  trades  now  car- 
ried on  in  this  town,  which  these  lectures  illustrate,  the  subject 
attracted  the  greatest  attention,  and  at  our  Annual  Public  Exami- 
nation the  pupils  were  examined  on  these  subjects  for  upwards  of  four 
hours. 

The  answering  of  the  pupils  was  uniformly  satisfactory,  evidencin;^ 
their  thorough  knowledge  of  the  steam  engine,  both  stationary  and 
locomotive,  and  their  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  external  charac- 
ters of  minerals  of  indnatrial  importance. 

After  the  close  of  thp  examinations,  resolutions  expressive  of  the 
unabated  and  even  increased  confidence  of  the  public  in  the  success  of 
the  Schools;  were  passed-and  signed  by  the  Clergymen  of  the  town  and 
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neighbourhood  of  Newry.     Finally,  exclnsive  of  premiums  by  Doctor  Appmidix  O. 
Clarke  to  Pupil-Teachers  and  pupils,  value  £2,  and  those  awarded  by  |  |t  p^^  ^ 
the  Inspectors  to  the 'meritorious  pupils  of  this  class,  amounting  to  ni^tnct  Modd 
about  the  same  sum,  the  Commissioners,  to  mark  their  sense  of  the  School^ 
practical  impurtance  of  this  subject,  empowered  Doctor  Clarke  to  pro-  j\>tcfy. 
oeed,  at  their  expense,  with  the  Head  Master,  Pupil-Teachers,  and 
eight  ot  the  most  distinguished  pupils  of  the  Physical  Science  Class,  to 
the  neighbourhoods  of  Belfast,  Carrickfergns,  and  Carrickmacross,  to 
point  out  and  illustrate  to  them,  upon  the  spot,  the  geological  and  other 
interesting  features  of  these  localities,  including  the  great  salt  mine 
lately  discovered  on  the  Marquess  of  Downshire's  property  at  Carrick- 
fergns, the  gypsum  deposit  of  Carrickmacross,  together  with  objects  of 
mechanical  and  chemical  interest  in  some  of  the  large  flax  mills  and 
bleaching  establishments — a  step  alike  calculated  to  afford  delight  and 
improvement  to  these  young  persons,  and  to  insure  the  approbation  of 
all  who  desire  that  the  instruction  of  the  people  should  be  directed 
towards  the  development  of  the  industrial  resources  of  the  country. 

Attendance  of  Visitors, — The  attendance  of  visitors  was,  as  usual, 
large  and  influentii^,  comprehending  the  clergy  of  all  denominations 
in  and  near  Newry,  many  of  the  parents  of  the  children,  and  several 
strangers.  As  on  former  occasions,  the  walls  of  the  principal  exami- 
nation room  were  hung  round  with  drawings  and  specimens  of  fancy 
work  executed  by  the  pupils. 

Distribution  of  Fremivms,  dsc. — On  the  following  day,  the  31st,  the 
premiums  and  certificates  were  distributed  to  the  successful  candidates, 
in  accordance  with  the  foUowing  scale : — 


Male  School. 

Sequel  Class ^Three  premiums,  at  3s.  each» 

Third  Class. — Four  premiums,  at  3s.  each,    . 

Fourth  Class ^Four  premiums,  at  4s.  each, 

Yhfth  Class. — Six  premiums,  at  5s.  each, 
Science  Class. — Seven  premiums,  at  ds.  each, 
Writing  Class Two  premiums,  at  4s.  each. 


£  s.  d. 

0  9  0 

0  12  0 

0  16  0 

1  10  0 
1  15  0 
0  8  0 


Total 6  10    0 

Female  School. 
Sequel  Class. — ^Five  premiums— two  at  2s.  6i.,  two  at  2s., 

and  one  at  Is.  6tf.,  .    0  10    tf 

Tliird  Class. — Six  premiums— «ne  at  3s.  6i.,  one  at  3s.,  and 

four  at  2s.  6</.,      .  .  .  .    0  16    « 

Fourth  Class.— Six  premiums^two  at  3s.  6«f.,  one  at  Ss.  6<f., 

and  three  at  2s.,   .  .  .  .    0  T5    0 

Fifth  Class — ^Three  premiums — two  at  4s.,  and  one  at  3s.,      Oil    0 

Drawing  Class Two  premiums,  at  2s.  Qd.  each,    .  .060 

Work Five  premiums— three  at  2s.  6<£.,  and  two  at  2s.,  .    0  11    6 

Total,  .  .  £3  10    0 

Infants,  oonfectionaiy,  .10    0 


Total  amount  of  premiums  awarded,    .  £10    0    0 

Drawing. — From  tbe  style  and  execution  of  the  drawings  exhibited 
it  is  evident  that  this  interesting  and  most  useful  branch  has  received 
much  attention  and  care ;  the  specimens  were  greatly  admired  and 
praised  by  all  who  saw  them.  Annexed  is  Mr.  Brophy^s  Report  fur 
the  year  18^4  on  the  proficiency  and  progress  of  the  drawing  classes. 
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Apfbwpik  g.       s^  gonj^  jedicious  remarks  on  this  important  subject,  Note   A, 

I.  Beporuon    »ppended. 

Diitnct  Model  ^^  ^-^,     ,.^^ 

Schools.  January  26rti,  1855. 
Sib, — I  beg  to  submit  the  following  brief  Report  on  the  drawing  in  the 

Nwtry.  Newry  District  Model  Schools  for  the  past  year. 

The  number  who  receive  instruction  in  drawing  daily  is  86;  of  these  15 
are  Teachers,  46  giris,  and  25  boys.  The  boys  are  less  numerous  than  the 
girls  in  consequence  of  the  early  hour  selected  for  them  to  receive  their  lessons 
being  before  the  ordinary  school  time,  which  causes  then  to  be  but  a  small 
attendance. 

Proficiency, — ^The  Pupil  Teachers  and  boys  have  a  good  knowledge  of  the 
principles  of  perspective,  the  laws  of  light  and  shade,  and  group  models  with 
an  eye  to  picturesque  effect,  which  shows  they  must  have  a  respectable 
knowledge  of  composition.  Some  of  the  grotips  of  models  which  they  have 
arranged  and  drawn  have  elicited  the  admiration  of  all  visitors  to  the  schools. 
They  copy  also  figure,  ornament,  and  landscape,  both  shaded  and  in  outline, 
correctly  and  with  taste. 

The  girls  also  have  a  good  knowledge  of  the  first  principles  of  perspective, 
draw  firom  the  models  with  skill  and  correctness,  and  copy  ornament,  land- 
scape, and  figure,  both  shaded  and  in  outline,  most  correctly  and  with  great 
feelmg.  I  have  given  some  of  the  more  advanced  pupils  coloured  examples 
to  copy  from,  and,  from  what  they  have  already  done,  I  anticipate  the  most 
excellent  results. 

The  want  of  a  separate  room  for  the  drawing  class  has  been  a  great  hin- 
drance to  its  complete  success.  A  room  properly  lighted,  in  which  could  be 
placed  a  good  collection  of  casts  of  ornament,  vases,  &c.  (such  as  are  in  the 
drawing  class  room  in  the  Central  Model  School),  which  would  not  require 
to  be  removed  from  their  positions  at  the  end  of  each  lesson,  as  is  the  case 
at  present  (a  great  waste  of  time),  but  being  always  before  the  eyes  of  the 
pupils  would  tend  not  only  to  raise  and  improve  their  tastes,  but  would  also 
stimulate  them  to  greater  exertiona 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Nicholas  A.  Bropht. 

J.  Patten,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Head  Inspector. 

Svggations. — In  concluding  our  Report  for  the  year  1853,  we  made 
the  following  suggestions  for  the  consideration  of  the  Commissioners^ 
which  we  again  take  the  liberty  of  bringing  before  them,  as  the  ex- 
perience we  have  since  had  tends  more  fully  to  convince  us  of  the  great 
benefits  which  would  accrue  to  the  schools  by  the  speedy  adoption  of 
the  plan  recommended. 

We  expressed  our  views  in  the  following  words  :  *'  We  beg  to  submit, 
''for  the  consideration  of  the  Commissioners,  our  impression  that  the 
''schools  would  be  rendered  still  more  successful  by  the  appointment 
"  of  an  Assistant-Master  and  Mistress — the  former  to  take  the  place  of 
"  two  Papil-Teachers,  and  to  receive  board  and  lodging  in  the  establish- 
"  nient ;  he,  the  Assistant-Teacher,  should  be  required  to  teach  sin^ng 


part   _ 

"the  general  business  of  the  school.  The  Assistant-Mistress  to  teach 
**miging,  to  take  charge  of  one-half  the  education  of  the  Monitresses, 
"and  to  act  in  the  schools  during  the  ordinary  hours.  In  addition  to 
"  the  benefit  conferred  directly  on  the  schools  by  these  appointments, 
"a  more  widely-extended  advantage  must  necessarily  result  from 
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•*  affording  to  the  Pupil-Teaohers  and  Monitrewes— the  future  guides  of  Appimpix  G. 
"  youth— two-fold  the  amount  of  instruction  they  can  at  present  con-  j  Report*  on 
•*  veniently  obtain."  ^J^^J*  ^"^ 

The  arrangement  above  recommended  would  be  even  more  advisable  j^~' 
now  than  when  we  first  proposed  it,  as  the  Head  Master  is  obliged  to  "**'• 
devote  a  portion  of  his  time  each  day  in  giving  instructions  to  the 
class  in  Physical  Science,  and  in  exhibiting  experiments  with  the 
apparatus  given  into  his  charge  by  order  of  the  Commissioners /or  this 
purpote.  It  is  evident  that  he  cannot  perform  this  duty  in  addition  to 
the  ordinary  routine  of  the  school  business,  without  an  amount  of  hibour 
and  mental  exertion  qnite  incompatible  with  health. 

We  remain.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servants, 

James  Fatten,  Head  Inspector. 

Alex.  John  Simpson,  District  Inspector. 

The  Secretaries, 

Education  Office  Dublin. 


NoTi  A. 

On  Dbawino.    By  Mrs.  Mebbifield,  Authoress  of  "  Ancient  Art  of 

Fainting  in  Oil,  Glass,  Ac.** 

Drawing  is  to  be  considered  in  two  lights,  namely  as  the  foundation 
of  the  Fine  Art  calle^l  Fainting,  and  as  the  form  of  expression  of  a 
universal  language  which  all  the  world  can  understand,  and  which 
bears  towards  visible  objects  the  same  relation  as  writing  does  to 
thought.  In  the  former  point  of  view  it  may  be  looked  upon,  as 
regards  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  as  an  amusement,  and  as  an  orna- 
mental art ;  but  in  relation  to  the  latter  and  more  extended  application 
it  is  an  essential  requirement,  second  only  in  importance  to  writing, 
and  on  this  account  should  form  an  integral  part  of  every  scheme  of 
education.  What  would  the  moderns  have  known  of  the  History  of 
Egypt,  of  Mexico,  and  of  Nineveh,  had  their  hieroglyphics  and  in- 
scriptions in  languages  long  since  forgotten  and  lost,  been  the  only 
records  of  the  past?  Without  the  sculptures  on  the  Tempjes  and 
Tombs  of  Egypt,  the  "  picture  writings"  of  Mexico,  and  the  has  reliefs 
of  Nineveh,  what  should  we  Lave  known  of  the  history  and  domestic 
life  of  these  nations)  These  are  records  which  all  who  will  take  the 
trouble  to  study  them  can  comprehend,  which  he  who  runs  may  read. 
In  the  middle  ages  the  people,  who  were  then  unable  to  read,  learned 
the  history  of  the  Redeemer  and  the  events  of  sacred  history  from  the 
pictures  and  sculptures  in  churches.  How  many  of  those  now  living 
are  as  much  indebted  for  their  early  information  on  these  subjects  to 
the  prints  in  Mrs.  Trimmer's  Histories,  and  in  D'Oyley  and  Mant's 
Bible,  as  to  the  printed  type  of  the  sacred  books  ! 

But  such  pictures  are  the  productions  of  the  master-spirits  of  art ; 
they  require  the  laborious  study  of  years,  and  the  application  of  the 
highest  intellect,  consequently  the  attainment  of  the  power  of  producing 
pictures  of  this  high  class  is  limited  to  a  very  few.  The  art  of  drawing 
has,  however,  other  uses,  which  are  as  unlimited  in  their  application  to 
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AppBNoii  O.  the  wants  and  requirements  of  man  as  those  of  the  former  class  are 
I.  Reporu  on  Circumscribed.  It  will  be  our  object  in  this  paper  to  point  out  the 
District  Model  general  utility  of  drawing,  and  the  mode  in  which  it  may  be  most 
Schools.  easily  and  perfectly  acquired.     In  pursuance  of  this  object,  and  with 

Nwfry,  ^^^  view  of  strengthening  our  arguments,  we  shall  quote  from  compe- 
tent authorities  such  passages  as  we  consider  best  adapted  to  place  the 
subject  forcibly  before  our  readers,  aud  to  convince  them  that  simple 
drawing — that  is  to  say  the  power  of  representing  real  objects  upon  a 
flat  surface  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  them  intelligible  to  all  per> 
sons — ^should  be  cultivated  by  every  one,  and  should  form  an  integral 
part  of  general  education.  It  is  picture-writing  in  a  universal  lan- 
guage, and  should  be  taught  conjointly  with  ordinary  writing. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  think  that  any  great  taste  or  genius  is  requisite  for 
the  attainment  of  this  kind  of  drawing  j  the  most  ordinary  capacity 
is  sulflcient  to  acquire  all  that  is  absolutely  necessary.  Every  person 
who  has  the  use  of  his  hands  and  eyes  can  learn  to  write,  and  whoever 
can  learn  to  write  can  also  learn  to  draw.  We  think  this  proposition 
is  sufficiently  proved  by  the  numbers  of  the  industrious  classes  who 
attend  the  drawing-schools  on  the  Continent,  and  who  are  now  be- 
ginning to  appreciate  their  advantages  in  this  country.  Mr.  B.  Water- 
house  Hawkins,  in  his  excellent  paper  '*  On  Elementary  Instruction  in 
Drawing  and  on  the  best  methods  of  communicating  it  to  artisans  and 
mechanics,"  (read  before  the  Societv  of  Arts,)  has  the  following  obser^-a- 
tions  on  this  subjects  : — "  This  useful  power  of  drawing  ....  has  been 
long  supposed  to  require  a  peculiar  &culty  born  with  us,  generally 
understood  by  the  word  '  genius,'  which,  like  the  natural  quality  called 
'  an  ear  for  music,*  it  would  be  impossible  to  dispense  with.  This  is 
only  true  so  far  as  an  artist,  sculptor,  or  musician  is  concerned  ;  but 
what  is  wanted  is  not  that  every  mechanic  or  artisan  should  draw  like 
an  artist,  or  model  like  a  sculptor.  Men  are  not  debarred  from  learning 
grammar  and  writing  under  the  fear  that  they  may  not  turn  out  poets 
or  historians.  The  drawing  which  I  propose  as  useful  and  necessary  is 
no  more  than  equivalent  to  writing  the  name  and  description  of  evezy 
object  with  which  he  is  daily  concerned,  so  that  he  may  more  intimately 
understand  it  and  its  possible  refinements,  and  transfer  this  knowledge 
to  any  other  to  whom  it  may  be  necessary  to  communicate  his  thoughts. 
There  are  many  persons  who  are  supposed,  and  think  themselves 
capable  of  drawing  in  the  artistic  sense,  who  cannot  represent  truly 
any  of  the  ordinary  objects  which  form  the  daily  requirements  of  life." 
Mr.  0«le,  the  Superintendent  of  the  department  of  Practical  Art,  in 
his  Address  to  the  Members  of  the  Institute  at  Bradford,  said — "  To 
draw  correctly  was  the  best  evidence  that  you  saw  correctly,  aud  by 
acquiring  that  power  you  immensely  encourage  accuracy  of  observation 
and  sight."  Again,  he  says,  "  Having  five  or  six  children  of  his  own, 
he  had  found  that  from  the  very  earliest  period,  the  best  way  of  teach- 
ing them  to  see  correctly  was  to  give  them  the  power  of  making  a 
straight  line,  and  of  representing  fonus  correctly.  There  was  scarcely 
any  thing  in  the  world  which  did  not  imply  the  necessity  of  seeing^ 
correctly,  and  this  power  of  seeing  correctly,  he  believed,  was  only  to 
be  attained  by  learning  to  draw.  Whatever  they  might  say  about 
other  education,  he  believed  that  learning  to  draw  was  of  almost 
earlier  importance  than  writing  to  the  working  classes,  for  after  learn- 
ing to  draw  correctly  they  would  soon  learn  to  write  well."  Mr.  B.  W. 
Hawkins,  in  the  paper  before  quoted,  observes, — "A  long  written 
description  may  fail  to  convey  to  our  understanding  that  which  the 
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slightest  sketch  can  at  once  fix  in  onr  minds.     There  is  hardly  any  one,  Appendix  a. 
especially  a  workman,  who  has  not  experienced  this.     Indeed,  almost  j  roZ^  ^n 
all  the  operations  of  the  artisan  require  to  be  made  certain  by  his  District  Model 
having  a  drawing  to  work  from.     Need  I  tell  you  how  much  more  Schools. 
readily  any  drawing  would  be  understood  and  worked  from  without  jvofry. 
mistakes,  could  the  workman  make  such  a  onel     Indeed  it  will  be 
confessed  by  any  intelligent  man  who  has  had  the  conduct  of  workmen 
in  any  branch  of  manufacture  involving  the  production  of  forms,  that 
the  difference  between  good  and  bad  work  consists  in  minute  differences 
which  the  educated  eye  at  once  detects,  but  which  the  uneducated 
workman  has  not  the  power  of  perceiving.     Now,  drawing  cultivates 
this  power  of  observation  and  perception  to  the  greatest  possible  de- 
gree, as  it  is  impossible  to  draw  or  represent  the  form  of  any  object 
without,  as  it  were,  learning  it  by  sight.     Such  intimate  notice  do  the 
eyes  take  of  the  thing  drawn,  that  the  mind,  as  it  were,  becomes  pos- 
sessed of  its  shape,  and  can  see  it  when  not  present." 

If  this  power  of  delineating  natural  or  real  objects  is  found  of  such 
importance  to  the  industrious  classes  as  to  meet  with  the  direct  encou- 
ragement and  support  of  government,  and  if,  for  the  purpose  of  attain- 
ing it,  these  industrious  classes  willingly  devote  to  it  the  time  they 
would  otherwise  spend  in  recreation,  is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  it  would  be  equally  useful  to  the  middle  and  higher  classes  ?  As 
regards  men,  we  believe  this  is  universally  acknowledged;  there  is 
scarcely  any  profession  or  trade  in  which  it  is  not  occasionally  useful. 
We  believe,  however,  that  drawing  does  not  form  part  of  the  general 
scheme  of  education,  except  in  military  academies ;  and  with  regard  to 
the  females  of  the  higher  and  middle  classes  its  utility  has  not  yet  been 
recognised. 

Drawing,  of  the  useful  kind  we  have  described,  forms,  however, 
a  part  of  the  system  of  education  in  the  Female  Training  Schools,  and 
as  the  students  are  drafted  off  as  Mistresses  of  the  different  parochial 
schools,  they  will  undoubtedly  introduce  and  teach  to  their  pupils,  as 
part  of  the  general  education  which  it  is  their  duty  to  impart,  the 
useful  art  they  have  acquired.  In  the  course  of  a  few  years,  then,  we 
may  naturally  expect  that  the  art  of  drawing  will  be  universally 
understood  and  practised  among  the  better  educated  of  the  industrious 
classes,  male  and  female.  Now  what  will  the  middle  and  higher 
class  be  doing  all  this  time  1  What  are  they  doing  now  1  Drawing, 
it  is  true,  is  frequently  included  in  their  scheme  of  education,  but  it  is 
considered  purely  as  an  ornamental  art,  as  an  accomplishment,  and  is 
far  from  being  as  generally  cultivated  as  music. — Extract  from  the 
Educational  Expositor. 


No.  3. — Annttal  Report  on  the  Dunmanwat  District  Model  School,  J>unmamtay, 
by  W.  H.  Newell,  Esq.,  ll.d.,  Head  Inspector  of  National  Schools. 

Cork,  April,  1855. 
Qentlbmbn, — In  submitting  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education,  my  second  Annual  Report  upon  the 
Dunmanway  District  Model  School,  I  hav^  to  state  that  since  the  date 
of  my  last  Report  the  necessary  steps  were  taken  to  have  the  house 
thoroughly  repaired.  The  contractor  is  at  present  actively  engaged  in 
having  the  required  works  executed.  No  order  has  been  issued  to 
have  the  school  or  lecture-rooms  enlarged,  so  that  the  want  of  accom- 
modation referred  to  in  my  llcport  for  the  year  1853  still  exists,  the 
number  of  children  in  attendance  being  fully  as  great,  while  the  number 
of  applicants  is  greater.     The  rolls  always  contain  a  numbor  within 
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Appendix  Q.  one  or  two  of   the  maximum    number  that   can   be   accommoilated, 

I  R«Dorte  on     Slaving,  in  a  Report,  signed  by  Mr.  Lazier,  District  Inspector,  and  my- 

Distnct  Model   Belf,  set  forth  a  detailed  account  of  the  pupils*  answering  in  the  Boys' 

Schools.  and  Girls'  Schools  in  September  last,  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  me 

Dwumwav,     ^ga-^n  ^0  refer  particularly  to  the  proficiency  and  progress  of  the  several 

classes.     The  condition  of  the  schools  is  decidedly  satisfactory,  and  the 

confidence  of  the  public  in  their  conduct  and  management  undiminished. 

I  may,  however,  add,  that  since  September  I  visited  the  schools  and 

examined  the  advanced  pupils  in  some  branches,  in  which,  as  will 

appear  from  the  Report  referred  to,  the  attainments  were  not  quite 

satisfactory.     I  allude  more  espcci-.illy  to  dictation.     The  exercises  on 

this  subject  at  my  last  visit  exhibited  more  satisfactory  results  than 

those  performed  before  the  public  examination — some  were  without  a 

single  mistake,  while  their  general  character  was  good. 

The  annexed  table  gives  a  comparative  view  of  the  total  number  of 
pupils  on  the  Rolls  in  average  daily  attendance,  and  on  the  Applicant  ' 
List  for  each  of  the  years  from  IS-iO  till  1854,  both  inclusive  : — 


Boys' 

School. 

Girls'  School 

Year  ended 

31st 
December. 

Average 

on 

Roll. 

Average 

Daily 

Attendance. 

Applicants 

for 
Admission. 

Aycnigo 

on 

Roll. 

Avemgo 

Daily 

Attendance. 

AppHfanta 

for 
Admission. 

1849 

85 

75 

24 

79 

67 

16 

1850 

95 

80 

- 

()4 

54 

_ 

1851 

120 

97 

1 

82 

62 

„ 

1862 

14G 

122 

28 

107 

85 

14 

1863 

143 

116 

69 

119 

91 

16 

1854 

142 

116 

89 

115 

90 

65 

The  following  table  sets  forth  the  amount  expended  by  the  pupils 
in  the  purchase  of  school  requisites  in  each  of  these  years  : — 
Amount  of  School  Requisites  sold  at  Reduced  Rates. 


1849 
18o0 
1851 
1852 


£  8.  d, 
10  12  in 
15  7  3} 
15  0  0| 
19  6  9^ 


1853 
18o4 


£ 

8, 

d. 

15 

7 

^ 

14 

15 

2 

£90    9    7^ 
The  decrease  in  the  amount  of  sales  in  each  of  the  two  last  yean? 
was  owing  to  the  steady  character  of  the  attendance,  which  considerably 
lessened  the  number  of  admissions,  and  consequently  reduced  the  amount 
of  the  sale  of  books. 

As  a  mixed  school  for  children  of  different  religious  persuasions,  its 
success  has  been  unquestionable.  On  this  head  I  beg  to  subjoin  a  table 
showing  the  relative  number  of  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  chil- 
dren on  the  Rolls  during  each  year  since  1849  : — 


1849. 

18.iO. 

1851. 

1862. 

1863. 

1854. 

School. 

i 

-J 

^2 

d 

Protestants 

Roman 
Catholios. 

1 
1 

g| 

1 

11 

«5 

1 

Boys' 
Girls* 

5 
2 

80 
77 

1 
2 

94 
62 

13 
1 

107 
81 

16 

1 

130 
106 

22 
6 

121 

113 

27 
II 

115 
104 

Total 

7 

157 

3 

156 

14 

188 

17 

236 

28 

234 

38      219 
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Of  the  ouistandiDg  applicants  150  aro  Roman  Catholics  and  14  are  Appendix  Q. 
Protestants.  I.Ba^w, 

According  to  this  table  the  proportion  of  Protestants  to  Roman  District  Model 
Catholics  will  be  found  to  be  one  in  six,  a  proportion  very  nearly  the  SchooU. 
same  as  these  denominations  stand  towards  each  other  in  the  surround-  jpunmanwav, 
ing  neighbourhood. 

The  steady  and  impartial  conduct  of  all  the  Teachers  connected  with 
the  schools  has  tended  considerably  to  allay  prejudices  and  remoTe 
misconceptions,  whilst  the  rank  to  which  the  establishment  has  attained 
as  a  literary  institution  secures  for  it  the  support  of  all  the  parents 
who  are  uninfluenced  by  a  party  spirit,  and  are  really  anxious  to  have 
imparted  to  their  children  a  sound  English  education.  I  regret,  how- 
ever, to  have  to  observe,  that  although  the  Protestant  laity  send  their 
children,  the  scheols  receive  no  countenance  from  the  clergy  of  tho 
Established  Church.  The  Roman  Catholic  clergy  are  constant  in  their 
attention  to  tho  schools,  without  in  any  way  interfering  in  their 
management ;  and  the  readiness  with  which  the  parish  piiest,  the  very 
Rev.  John  Hurly,  co-operates  with  the  Board's  officers,  is  as  important 
to  the  interests  of  the  schools  as  it  is  creditable  to  himself  and  worthy 
of  his  position. 

It  is  very  much  to  be  regretted  that  an  Assistant  Teachep,  capable  of 
giving  instruction  in  drawing  and  singing,  has  not  been  appointed. 
These  branches  were  not  only  successfully  taught  by  the  late  Assistant, 
but  their  influence  on  the  children  was  acknowledged  and  appreciated 
by  the  parents ;  while  it  was  admitted  by  every  one  acquainted  with 
the  working  of  the  schools  that  the  pupils*  progress  in  the  essential 
departments  of  English  was  in  no  way  interfered  with. 

In  October,  Mr.  Cole,  Secretary  to  the  Department  of  Science  and 
Art,  saw  some  of  the  drawings  executed  at  this  school,  with  which  he 
was  so  much  pleased  that  he  sent  boxes  of  paints  from  London  to 
several  of  the  pupils.  Some  of  the  specimens  he  left  with  the  Senate 
of  the  Queen's  University.  The  establishment  still  maintains  its  high 
character  as  a  Training  Institution.  The  young  men  and  women 
trained  in  it  as  Pupil-Teachers  and  Paid  Monitors  are  eagerly  sought 
after  for  the  situations  of  National  Teachers  by  Managers  from  all  parts 
of  the  south.  The  supply  is,  however,  wholly  unequal  to  the  demand. 
Some  of  these  promising  Teachers  may  be  found  in  remote  parts  of  the 
adjoining  counties,  where  their  schools  never  fail  to  exhibit  well- 
disciplined  and  effectively- taught  classes. 

Of  22  Pupil-Teachers  admitted  since  1849,  13  became  Teachers  of 
National  Schools,  2  went  to  the  Special  Class,  3  resigned  previous  to  the 
termination  of  their  course,  and  4  are  still  in  training.     Thirty  pupils        ' 
also  have  obtained  situations  in  National  Schools,  26  as  permanent,  2 
as  temporary  Teachers,  and  2  as  Paid  Monitors. 

In  the  Girls'  School,  of  16  Paid  Monitors  8  are  now  National 
Teachers,  2  emigrated,  1  resigned,  and  5  are  still  in  training.  Eleven 
pnpils  have  also  taken  charge  of  Female  National  Schools.  So  that  in 
all  73  persons  educated  at  this  establishment  since  1849  are  now  acting 
in  the  capacities  of  Teachers  under  the  Board. 

I  have  the  hononr  to  be  your  very  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Newbll,  Head  Inspector  of  National  Schools. 
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Appendix  to  Twenty-first  Report  of  Commissioners  [1854. 

Joint  Report  of  W.  H.  Newell,  Esq.  ll.d..  Head  Inspector,  and  M. 
Lawler,  Esq.,  District  Inspector,  on  the  Public  Examination  of  the 
Pupils  attending  the  Dxjnmanwat  District  Model  School, 

Cork,  April,  1855. 

Qentlemek, — We  have  the  honour  to  state,  that  on  Thursday,  the 
7th  September,  1854,  we  held  the  usual  public  examination  of  the  pupils 
attending  the  Dunmanway  District  Model  School. 

As  on  former  occasions,  the  gentry  of  the  vicinity  and  the  parents 
of  the  children  were  invited  to  attend.  Several  of  the  former,  and 
many  of  the  latter  were  present,  and,  apparently,  took  a  lively  interest 
in  the  pupils*  answering.  There  were  some  Roman  Catholic  clergymen 
present,  chiefly  the  managers  of  National  Schools  in  the  district. 

The  school-room  walls  were  covered  with  specimens  of  drawings, 
executed  by  the  pupils,  which  reflected  credit  on  them  and  theh:  late 
teacher,  Mr.  Patterson.  The  girls'  singing  was  very  pleasing,  and 
much  spoken  of  by  the  audience. 

At  the  dose  of  the  distribution  of  premiums  to  the  successful  boys 
and  girls,  some  of  those  present  were  so  favourably  impressed  with  the 
results  of  the  day*s  examination,  that,  although  living  at  the  distance 
of  six  and  eight  miles  from  the  school,  they  applied  to  have  their 
children  admitted  as  pupils,  purposing  to  take  lodgings  for  them  in  the 
town  of  Dunmanway.  This  course  has  been  adopted  by  a  great  many 
farmers  and  shopkeepers,  who  live  at  too  great  a  distance  to  admit  of 
their  children  attending  daily  from  their  own  homes. 

We  required  each  of  the  Teachers  to  examine  on  one  or  two  subjects 
in  turn,  omitting  no  subject  marked  a^  taught  in  the  attached  pro- 
gramme. The  Agricultural  Teacher  examined  such  of  the  boys  as 
learn  agriculture,  on  the  practice  and  theory  of  this  useful  and  import- 
ant study. 

We  need  scarcely  add,  that  this  day's  examination  was  solely  for 
the  information  and  satisfaction  of  the  public.  There  were  137  boys 
and  104  girls  in  attendance. 

On  four  days  previously  we  had,  ourselves,  carefully  and  minutely 
examined  all  the  children  on  the  subjects  taught  to  them.  We 
examined  119  boys  and  104  girls,  from  whom  we  selected,  respectively, 
thirty  boys,  and  thirty-six  girls,  as  most  deserving  of  rewards.  We 
could  have  selected  many  more  who  were  deserving  of  premiums,  but 
the  sum  placed  at  our  disposal,  namely,  £10,  was  too  limited ;  and 
we  felt,  that  to  increase  the  number  would  lessen  the  value  of  each 
premium  too  much.  Some  pupils  received  as  many  as  six  premiums. 
The  average  amount  received  by  each  pupil  was  very  nearly  the  same 
as  that  given  in  our  Report  of  last  year. 

We  beg  to  submit,  in  as  brief  terms  as  possible,  our  joint  opinion  of 
the  proficiency  attained  by  the  several  classes. 

Fourth  or  Highest  Class  of  Boys. — Present,  17;  average  age  13  years 
and  3  months.  The  boys  in  this  class  have  latterly  been  reading  the 
Fifth  Book  of  Lessons,  but  their  method  of  reading  was  not  at  all 
pleasing  to  the  ear,  nor  smooth.  They  certainly  read  intelligently,  and 
one  could  see  that  they  understood  the  matter.  There  was  a  peculi- 
arity in  their  delivery,  which  it  seems  idle  in  this  locality  to  combat 
in  grown  boys.  Nearly  all  can  speak  more  or  less  of  the  Irish 
language,  and  they  find  it  difficult  to  adapt  intonation  and  inflection  to 
English.  Their  viva  voce  spelling  was  not  satisfactory,  while  they  were, 
imperfectly  acquainted  with  roots  and  derivations.  The  dictation 
exercise,  rather  of  a  difficult  chanw-ter,  was  not  well  executed,  the  least 
number  of  mistakes  being  four.     In  grammar  and  parsing  the  answer- 
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ing  was  excellent ;  and  their  knowledge  of  blank  maps,  of  local  and  Appetoix  O. 
mathematical  geography,  fair ;  but  of  the  political  distribution  of  man-  j  Reporte  on 
kind  they  were  rather  ignorant.     The  answering  in  the  practice  of  Distr^t  Model 
arithmetic  was  of  an  ayerage  character,  but  in  the  theory  deficient.  Schools. 
Of  102  questions  in  geometry  and  mensuration  (or  6  to  each  pupil),  j)fMf^^^i^ay. 
27  (or  1  '6  for  each  pupil),  was  the  number  answered  ;  and  in  algebra, 
of  126  questions  asked  (or  8  to  each),  5Q  (or  3' 3  for  each),  was  the 
number  answered.     The  writing  was  good,  but  few  had  attained  to  a 
finished  hand.    Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  knowledge 
of  book-keeping. 

The  foregoing  remarks  are  to  be  taken  as  descriptive  of  the  clasa 
generally.  There  were  some  boys  whose  answering  on  all  subjects  was 
creditable. 

Third  Glass. — Present,  22;  average  age  13J  years.*  The  reading 
of  the  pupils  in  this  class  was  very  true,  fluent,  and  intelligent ;  the 
spelling  correct,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  orthography 
good.  However,  the  exercise  in  dictation  was  indifierent.  Not  more 
than  four  in  the  whole  cla^  could  parse  syntactically  without  blunder- 
ing ;  but  five  others  parsed  tolonibly,  and  the  rest  knew  more  or  less 
of  the  parts  of  speech.  The  attaiumcuts  in  geography  and  arithmetic 
were  fair.     The  writing  good. 

Junior  Classes, — The  answering  of  the  pupils  in  the  classes  consti- 
tuting the  junior  division  of  the  school  was  satisfactory.  Their  intelli- 
gence was  remarkable  for  their  years,  while  the  mechanical  part  of 
their  instruction  appeared  to  have  been  carefully  attended  to.  In 
these  classes  there  were  80  pupils,  or  very  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  whole 
number  present.  On  referring  to  the  programme,  it  will  be  seen  that 
nearly  all  the  ordinary  schaol  branches  were  taught  to  these  children. 
Premiums  in  these  classes  were  given  for  the  best  general  answering, 
and  not  for  special  progress  in  any  one  subject.  Of  the  80  pupils  pre- 
sent, 37,  or  46*25  per  cent.,  answered,  generally,  very  well;  31,  or 
38"75  per  cent.,  answered  fairly;  12,  or  15*00  per  cent,  answered 
badly. 

GiELs'  School. 

Fourth  Class, — Present,  10 ;  average  age  15  years  and  3  months. 
The  reading  of  the  whole  class  was  most  satisfactory;  it  was  difficult 
to  distinguish  any  superiority  of  one  pupil  over  another.  The  viva 
voce  spelling  was  good,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  Spelling-Book  Super- 
seded very  correct.  We  gave  the  pupils  a  hard  exercise  in  dictation, 
which  was  not  at  all  well  executed,  the  least  number  of  mistakes  being 
seven.  In  this  respect  the  Fourth  Class  girls  of  last  year  were  much 
superior.  The  acquaintance  with  geography,  in  all  its  departments, 
was  excellent,  and  particularly  with  mathematical  geography.  We 
found  very  few  sentences  in  prose  that  all  could  not  at  once  parse  and 
analyze,  while  three  or  four  could  transpose  blank  verse  with  facility. 
The  writing  was  remarkably  good  and  finished  looking. 

Third  Class, — Present,  22  girls ;  average  age  13  years  and  4  months. 
Beading  creditable.  Spelling  fair,  but  pupils  failed  in  the  dictation 
exercise.  Three  pupils  answered  remarkably  well  on  grammar,  and 
about  seven  others  fairly.  In  arithmetic,  of  24  questions  asked  of 
each  pupil,  19*4  was  the  number  answered,  which  must  be  admitted  as 
a  very  high  proportion.  Progress  in  geography  and  writing  satisfac- 
tory. The  general  answering  of  the  junior  classes  was  very  good,  as 
will  be  seen  from  the  following  statement : — Present,  72  ;   of  whom 

*  The  presence  of  four  young  men  in  this  class  raised  the  average  to  13}  from 
12J  years. 
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Appendix  G.  47,  or  6227  per  cent,  answered,  generally,  very  well ;  15,  or  20*85  per 

I.  Report*  on     ^^^^'>  iskiily;  10,  or  13-88  per  cent.,  badly. 

......  .  -        Drawing  and  Singing. — Up  to  the  time  of  Mr.  Patterson's  departure 

these  branches  were  taught  daily  in  both  schools,  but  since  he  left  these 
have  been  necessarily  discontinued,  as  the  present  Assistant  Master,  who 
succeeded  Mr.  Patterson,  is  not  qualified  to  teach  them.  The  progress 
made  in  these  departments  proves  that  both  branches  can  be  taught  in  a 
first  class  elementary  school  without  detriment  to  the  pupils'  acquire- 
ments in  the  essential  subjects  of  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic 
Singing  was  more  a  pastime  than  a  task;  and  through  its  medium 
poetry  and  moral  truths,  elegantly  expressed,  were  taught. 

We  would  respectfully  urge  upon  the  Commissioners  the  propriety  of 
at  once  sending  a  Teacher  competent  to  continue  these  subjects,  other- 
wise we  apprehend  the  School  will  lose  a  portion  of  that  high  character 
to  which  they  are  so  justly  entitled. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be  your  very  obedient  servants, 

W.  H.  Newell,  Head  Inspector. 
Michael  Lawleb,  District  Inspector. 


DUNMANWAT  MoDEL  ScHOOL. 

Pbog&ahme  of  Aobicultttbal  Class. 

Chemistry. — The  organic  elements — carbon,  hydrogen,  nitrogen,  and 
oxygen  ;  their  properties ;  some  of  their  more  important  compounds, 
as  water,  carbonic  acid,  ammonia,  nitric  acid;  forms  in  which  they 
enter  into  plants.  The  inorganic  constituents  of  plants ;  their  imme- 
diate sources,  composition,  or  quality;  proportions  in  plants,  &c. 

Geology. — Origin  of  soils;  causes  of  their  diversity;  their  classifica- 
tion, physical  characters,  chemical  composition,  and  their  relation  to 
the  rocks  on  which  they  rest. 

Vegetable  Physiology. — Plants — their  structure,  functions  of  the 
root,  the  stem,  and  the  leaves ;  effects  of  heat,  air,  moisture,  <tc. ; 
germination  of  seeds,  growth  of  plants,  how  they  are  nourished,  Ac. ; 
the  composition  of  the  following  organic  compounds,  viz.,  starch,  sugar, 
gum,  woody  fibre,  gluten,  albumen,  and  casein. 

Animal  Physiology, — Housing  of  different  farm  animals;  ventila- 
tion, cleanliness,  exercise,  warmth,  regularity  in  feeding. 

Practical  Agriculture. — General  improvement  of  the  soil ;  draining, 
subsoiling,  trenching ;  trench  and  subsoil  ploughing ;  common  plough- 
ing ;  benefits  produced  by  them ;  the  different  methods  of  performing 
them ;  and  the  seasons  at  which  they  ought  to  be  performed. 

Manures, — Their  use ;  how  preserved  and  applied  to  the  soil ;  gene- 
ral composition  of  the  most  important ;  quantity  to  be  applied ;  and 
tha  crops  for  which  they  are  suitable. 

Rotation  and  cultivation  of  the  different  green,  grain,  leguminous, 
and  other  farm  crops ;  the  preparation  of  the  soil ;  time  and  manner 
of  sowing ;  quantity  of  seed ;  after-culture,  &c. ;  and  time  and  metliods 
of  harvesting  same. 

All  the  above  (and  others  not  mentioned)  subjects  have  been  brought 
before  the  class  during  the  year ;  and  on  most  of  tliem  the  boys  com- 
posing this  class  are  prepared  to  be  examined. 


(Signed) 


Samuel  BelL;  Agrionlturist 


December  26, 1854. 
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D(7N1CANWAT  DiSTBlCT  MODKL  SoHOOL,  1854.  ApfKIWX  0. 

The  Classes  in  the  Girls'  School  will  be  prepared  for  Examination  on  {jJJjJJJ'iJ^ 
the  following  subjects  : —  Behoola. 

First  Class. — Spelling  and  Reading  :  the  whole  of  First  Lesson  Book. 
Grammar :  the  Parts  of  Speech.  Geography :  Maps  of  the  World  and 
Ireland.  Arithmetic  :  Tables,  and  Addition  and  Subtraction  on  Arith- 
meticon.     Writing :  on  slates. 

Seeond  Class. — Junior  Division — Spelling i|nd  Reading :  Second  Book 
to  page  117.  Grammar :  as  £Eir  as  the  Noun.  Geography :  Maps  of 
the  World  and  Ireland.  Arithmetic  :  Tables,  Notation,  Numeration, 
Addition,  Subtraction,  and  Multiplication.  Writing  :  on  paper,  large 
hand.  Senior  Division — Spelling  and  Reading  :  the  whole  of  Second 
Book  and  First  Part  of  Spelling-Book  Superseded.  Grammar :  Ele- 
ments as  far  as  the  Verb,  and  to  parse  etymologically.  Geography  : 
Maps  of  the  World  and  Ireland.  Arithmetic :  Tables,  Notation, 
Numeration,  and  the  four  Simple  Rules.  Writing :  on  paper ;  small 
hand. 

Sequ^  Class, — ^Reading :  Seqnel  Class  Book  to  page  144.  Grammar : 
to  page  41,  and  to  parse  syntactically  any  simple  sentence  in  Lesson 
Book.  Spelling  :  words  occurring  in  Lesson  Book,  and  P&rts  First  and 
Second  in  SpeUing-Book  Superseded.  Derivation  :  Prefixes,  Affixes, 
and  Roots  in  Grammar  to  page  134.  Geography  :  Maps  of  the  World, 
Ireland,  and  England.  Arithmetic:  Tables,  Notation,  Numeration, 
four  Simple  Rules,  Compound  Rules  and  Reduction.  Mental  Arith- 
metic :  to  Rule  15,  inclusive.  Writing :  on  paper,  small  hand,  and, 
from  dictation,  any  simple  sentence  in  Lesson  Book. 

2%ird  Class, — Reading :  Lesson  Book  to  page  168.  Spelling :  words 
occurring  in  Lessons;  and  Spelling-Book  Superseded  to  page  70. 
Grammar :  Dr.  Sullivan's,  to  page  64,  and  to  parse  syntactically  any 
sentence  in  Lesson  Book.  Derivation  :  the  derivation  of  "words  occur- 
ring in  Lessons,  and  the  Prefixes  and  Affixes.  Geography :  Maps  of 
the  World,  Ireland,  England,  and  Europe,  and  the  two  first  chapters  in 
the  Geography  Generalized.  Arithmetic  :  all  the  Rules  to  Compound 
Proportion,  inclusive,  and  all  the  Rules  of  Mental  Arithmetic.  Writing  : 
on  paper,  small  hand,  and,  from  dictation,  any  sentence  from  Lesson 
Book. 

Fourth  Class. — ^Reading :  Lesson  Book  to  page  161,  and  Selections 
from  British  Poets.  Spelling :  Spelling-Book  Superseded  to  page  108. 
Derivation :  Prefixes  and  Affixes,  and  the  Latin  and  Greek  Roots. 
Grammar :  Dr.  Sullivan's  Treatise  to  page  131,  and  to  parse  poetry. 
Geography :  Maps  of  the  World,  England,  Ireland,  and  Europe,  and 
the  three  first  chapters  in  (Geography  Generalized.  Arithmetic :  all  the 
Rules  to  Interest,  inclusive,  and  all  the  Rules  of  Mental  Arithmetic* 
Writing:  on  paper,  small  hand,  and,  from  dictation,  any  sentence 
from  Lesson  Book. 


DUHMANWAT  DlBTBIOT  MoDXL  SoHOOL. 

Pbooramkb  of  Stitdy  Prepared  for  Examination,  1854. 
BoTs'  School. 

First  Class. — ^Lesson  Book :  Spelling,  Reading,  and  Explanation,  to 
page  28.  Grammar :  to  point  out  the  Nouns  and  Verbs  in  their  les- 
sons. Geography:  the  Continents  and  Oceans  in  the  Map  of  the 
World.  Arithmetic :  Notation  and  Numeration  to  Thousands,  Addition 
Table  and  Addition    Writing :  on  sbtes. 

▼OL.  a.  o 
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Apfbhbix  Q.  ^  Second  Clou. — Junior  Division — Lesson  Book  :  Beading,  Spelling, 
I.  lUpwu  OB  ^^^  Explanation  to  page  42.  Grammar :  to  name  the  Nouns,  Pronouns, 
D^etModil  and  Verbs  that  occur  in  the  lessons.  Geography :  to  point  out  the 
Bchooli.  Oceans,  Seas,  Continents,  and  Peninsulas  on  the  Map  of  the  World. 

Arithmetic  :  the  first  Rule  for  Mental  Arithmetic ;  Notation,  Numera- 
tion, Addition  and  Multiplication  Tables,  and  Simple  Addition.  Writ- 
ing :  large  hand  on  paper.  Second  Class. — ^Senior  Division — ^Lesson 
Book :  Beadiog,  Spelling,  and  Explanation  to  page  84.  Grammar  :  to 
point  out  the  Nouns,  Adjectives,  Verbs  and  Adverbs  in  their  lessons. 
Geography :  to  point  out  the  principal  Mountains  and  Eivers  on  the 
Map  of  the  World,  in  addition  to  the  Continents,  <&c.,  as  required  of 
the  Junior  Division.  Arithmetic :  the  two  first  Rules  for  Mental 
Arithmetic,  Addition,  and  Multiplication  Tables,  with  simple  Addition 
and  Subtraction.     Writing :  large  hand  on  paper. 

Sequd  Clou,  No.  1. — Lesson  Book  :  Reading,  Spelling,  and  Expla- 
nation to  page  92.  Grammar :  to  refer  the  words  of  the  Lessons 
to  their  respective  Parts  of  Speech.  Geography  :  the  outlines  of  the 
Haps  of  the  World  and  Ireland.  Arithmetic  :  the  three  first  Rules  for 
Mental  Arithmetic,  the  four  simple  Rules ;  Multiplication,  Pence,  and 
Shilling  Tables ;  and  Troy,  Avoirdupois,  and  Apothecaries'  Weights. 
Writing :  large  and  round  hand  on  paper.  Sequel  Class,  No.  2* — Junior 
Division — ^Lesson  Book  :  Beading,  Spelling,  and  Explanation  to  page 
63.  Grammar :  the  Orthography  of  Sullivan's  Grammar,  and  simple 
parsing.  Spelling  Book :  Verbal  Distinctions,  Part  First.  Geography : 
MaipB  of  the  World,  England,  and  Ireland.  Arithmetic  :  Mental,  Rules 
L,  IL,  in.,  IV. ;  Tables  of  Pence  and  Shillings,  of  Troy,  Avoirdapois, 
Apothecaries',  and  Grain  Weights,  of  Dry  and  Liquid,  Winb  and  Long 
Measure,  and  easy  sums  in  the  Compound  Rules.  Writing:  large 
and  small  hand,  on  paper,  and  from  dictation.  Music — Drawing. — See 
their  respective  programmes.  Sequel  Class,  No.  2. — Senior  Division-^ 
Lesson  Book ;  Reading,  SpeUing,  and  Explanation  to  page  202. 
Grammar :  the  principal  paragraphs  in  Sullivan's  Grammar  to  page 
54,  and  parsing,  including  dimple  cases  of  government  and  concord. 
Arithmetic :  Mental,  to  Rule  VII.,  inclusive  ;  all  the  Tables  of  Weights 
and  Measures,  and  the  Compound  Rules  and  Reduction.  Gkogiaphy  : 
Maps  of  the  World,  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland.  Spelling  Book  : 
Verbal  Distinctions,  Part  First.  Writing  r  same  as  Junior  Division. 
Music — ^Drawing. — See  their  respective  programmes. 

Third  Class. — Lesson  Book  :  Reading  and  Explanation  to  page  156, 
inclusive.  Grammar  :  to  be  acquainted  with  the  Elements  to  page  84, 
t)r.  Snllivakk's  Treatise,  and  to  parse  syntactically  prose  sentences 
selected  from  their  Lesson  Book.  Spelling. Book  :  Verbal  Distinctions, 
parts  1st  and  2nd,  and  the  Rules  for  Spelling.  Derivation  :  the  prin- 
dpal  Latin  Boots,  Prefixes  and  Affixes.  Geography :  Maps  of  the 
World,  Europe,  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  the  four  first 
Chapters  of  the  Geography  Generalized.  Arithmetic :  Mental,  to  Rule 
XII.,  inclusive ;  Fractions,  and  Simple  Proportion,  Large  Treatise. 
Bookkeeping :  t6  the  end  of  Set  IV*,  Board's  Tzestise.  Mensuration  : 
to  the  Circle,  page  41,  Board's  Treatise.  Algebra ;  Definitions,  Addition, 
Subtraction,  and  easy  exercises  in  Simple  Equations.  Geometry : 
Definitions,  and  in  the  20th  ProposiUon,  First  Book  in  Thomson's  Euclid. 
Writing :  on  paper  from  copy-lines  and  from  dictation,  letter  writing. 
Music^  Drawing,  Agriculture. — See  their  respective  programmes. 

Fourth  Class. — Lesson  Book  :  Beading  and  Explanation  to  page  201, 
Fourth  Book  of  Jiicssons,  and  the  Lessons  on  PbysicaJ  Geogr^hy  in 
the  Fifth  Book.  Grammar  :  the  Rules  of  Syntax,  in  addition  to  what 
is  required  of  the  Third  Class,  and  to  parse  sentences  in  prose  and 
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poetry.     Spelling  Book  :  to  the  end  of  the  Rules  for  Spelling.    Deri-  A»tmDix  G. 
Tation  :  the  principal  Latin  and  Greek  Roots,  and  the  Prefixes  and  j,  B«porti  on 
Affixes.     Geography  :  Maps  of  the  World,  Europe,  England,  Scotland,  Dbtnct  Model 
Ireland,  and  the  United  States,  and  the  nine  first  chapters  in  the  ^*^^*^^- 
Geography  Generalized.    Arithmetic  ;  all  the  Rules  for  Mental  Arith-  Dtmmamwy, 
metic,  Vulgar  and  Decimal  Fractions,  Simple  and  Compound  Proportion, 
and   Practice,  Board's    Large  Treatise.     Bookkeeping:    Sixth   Set, 
Board's  Treatise..    Mensuration  :  Plane  Surfaces  to  page  60,  inclusiye, 
and  Timher  Measure,  and  Carpenters*  Work,  Board's  Treatise.     Geo- 
metry :  Thomson's  Euclid,  Book  I.     Algehra:  Definitions  and  Simple 
Equations.    Writing :  on  paper  from  copy-lines,  dictation,  and  letter- 
writing.     Music,  Drawing,  Agriculture. — See  programmes  on  these 
subjects. 


No.  4.— Joint  Rbpobt  for  the  year  1854,  upon  the  Atht  Distuot  J%. 
Model  School  and  the  Public  Examination  held  therein, by  Timothy 
Sheahan,  Esq.,  A.M.,   Head  Inspector,  and  John   Mollot,  Esq., 
District  Inspector. 

Gentlemen, — We  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Commissioners  of  Education,  this,  our  first  Report  on  the 
Athy  Model  School,  which  did  not  come  under  our  inspection  until 
several  months  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  had  elapsed. 

SicUe  qf  House, — The  house  and  premises  continue  in  good  repair ; 
but,  as  stated  frequently  during  the  year,  some  of  the  rooms,  iu  addi- 
tion to  those  set  apart  for  school  purposes,  are  much  in  need  of  cleaning 
up^the  walls  being  discoloured  from  damp,  &c. 

Attendance. — The  numbers  on  the  rolls  in  the  Male  School  have  been 
nearly  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year ;  while  in  the  Girl  and  lufiEUit 
Schools  there  has  been  a  decided  increase.  The  average  attendance, 
too,  it  will  appear  from  an  inspection  of  the  subjoined  Table,  is  much 
above  that  for  the  corresponding  periods  in  the  year  1853.  This 
increase,  we  trust,  we  are  justified  in  attributing  to  an  enlarged  appre- 
ciation of  the  superior  education  conferred  in  this  establishment,  and  a 
prevailing  desire  to  secure  it. 

Table  showing  the  Highest  Number  on  Rolls  and  the  Average  Attendance  in 
each  Month  since  opening  of  SohooLs  in  August,  1852. 


Highest  Namber  on  Rolls. 

ATontge. 

Montlu. 

In  1852. 

In  1853. 

In  1854 

• 

In  1862. 

In  1858. 

In  1854. 

1 

4 

5 

o' 

i 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

0 

i 

1 

1 

1 

J2 

1 

1 1 

1 

i 

0 

J 

January, 
February,     • 
March, 
April,  . 

Jane,    .         ,. 

Jnly,     .        . 
August, 
SeptembcOr,   . 
October,- 
November,  . 
Dtfeember,    . 

26 
48 
72 
94 
.  100 

7 

34 
48 
62 
47 

-|ll2 

-  1  120 

-  1  120 
-.  118 

-  :  120 
-,  125 

-  1  126 
8   126 

18   126 

2i;  116 

28   124 

1  28   126 

55 
57 
57 
42 
41 
45 
49 
50 
51 
45 
46 
37 

32!  123 
33'  123 
30   124 
34.  116 
49  "116 
46    126 
49   126 
51;  126 
52-126 
46   1?2 
45'  182 
40j  123 

37  38!  - 
42  45'  - 
47  50  - 
52  53  - 
61*  58  - 
56  55  - 
56  59  - 
52  60,  19 
5&  601  35 
Q3  6J    51 
67  64'  65 
67  64j  73 

3"89 
18 
21 
30 
28 

8 

la 

Iff 

14 

73 
78 
81 
77 
89 
92 
94 
70 
73 
68 
83 
77 

27;  15 
28,  14 
30,  20 
22  34 
'29  31 

31  32 

32  37 

29  29-5 
31   31 
24  28 

30  26-5 
24  n 

65 
83 
79 
64 
80 
88 
82 
76 
80 
78 
86 
93 

18 
33 

36 
32 
39 
40 
43 
32 
38 
45 
46 
49 

157 

30-5 

39-3 

333 

89-3 

86-6 

41 

40 

43 

46 

46 

45 

TOL.  IX. 
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Appendix  Q.       Of  the  pupils  whose  names  were  remoyed  from  the  books  of  the  Male 
I.  Report,  on    ^^^  Female  Schools, 
Diitnct  Model 
tlchooU. 


5  boys  and  -  girls  went  to  business. 


1 

„ 

a  „ 

were  apprenticed. 

6 

3  ,, 

flnished  their  education. 

19 

2  .. 

employed  at  home. 

8 

10   „ 

went  to  other  schools. 

2 

I  ., 

appointed  as  PapU-Teacber,  Monitor, 
and  Monitress,  respectively. 

^ 

2   „ 

sick. 

~ 

1    „ 

died. 

39 

4   ,f 

struck  off  for  irregular  attendance. 

Ages. — From  the  subjoined  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  seventy- 
eight  boys  and  thirty-five  girls  have  not  attained  their  thirteenth  year  ; 
and  that  forty  boys  and  nineteen  girls  are  thirteen  years  of  age  or 
upwards.  The  children  in  the  Infant  School,  with  one  exception, 
range  from  three  to  seven  years,  inclusive  : — 


Ymh. 

Bom.           Oirli.           Infants. 

Ycm. 

Boy«. 

3 

1-4 

11 

13t 

4 

-                  -                11 

12 

18f 

5 

-                  -                16 

13 

10 

6 

-                  -                16 

14 

9 

7 

3                 -                 6 

15 

6 

8 

13                11                  1           , 

16 

12 

9 

15                 -                 -          ' 

17 

2 

10 

16               12                 -          . 

18 

_ 

1 

19 

1 

Arerage  Age  for  Boys,  . 

, 

. 

Girls,   . 

. 

. 

Infants, 

. 

. 

Oirla. 

12 

3 

8 
7 


11-61 
11-75 
6-5 


Occupation  of  Pai^tnis. — Annexed  to  the  Report  will  be  found  a  Table 
showing,  in  detail,  the  occupation,  trade,  or  profession  of  the  children's 
parents ;  the  following  summary  will  give  a  sufiiciently  accurate  notion 
of  the  different  grades  : — 

47  vere  children  of  Labourers,  Cottiers,  and  Caretakers. 


8 
40 
63 

9 
10 
47 

6 
10 


Servants. 

ITarmers,  Gardeners,  and  Stewards. 

Mechanics. 

Petty  Public  Officers. 

Pensioners  and  Soldiers. 

Shopkeepers  and  persons  in  business. 

Clergymen. 

Persons  not  in  business. 


Schod-Fun. — The  snm  received  from  the  pupils  as  school-fees  was 
more  by  £4  14«.  5d.  than  in  1853 ;  this  increase,  nowever,  was  confined 
to  the  Girl  and  Infant  Schools,  being  in  each  case,  respectively, £3  2s.  2d. 
and  £3  14«.  4cf.  The  gross  receipts  on  the  year  in  the  Male  School 
were  less  by  £2  2s.  Ic/.  than  in  the  previous  year. 

SoBOOL<P£in  received  during  Twelve  Months  ending  with  December, 


Boys, 
Girls, 
Infimts, 


185S. 

1854. 

£     «.    d. 

£     J.    d. 

36  17     6 

33  15     6 

6  19    7 

10     1     9 

7  14     1 

11     8     5 

Total, 


X50  IL    8 


£55    6     7 


The  scale  of  charges  originally  detennined  on  by  the  Commissioners 
kit  admission  to  the  serend  District  Model  Schools,  is  in  force  hxsni 
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but  the  extict  proportions  to  be  admitted  at  the  several  rates  have  not  Appkndix  G. 
been  strictly  observed,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  summary  : —  j  Reporu  on 


\d. 

U.M. 

fi«. 

IMitnet  Model 

ptT  week. 

per  quarter. 

p«r  quattar. 

Schools. 

Bov8  paying. 

()H 

27 

23 

«.^_ 

Girls, 

36 

17 

1 

J%. 

Infants,     . 

46 

9 

3 

Total       .  .  160  b3  27 

Any  observations  we  might  feel  disposed  to  offer  on  the  general  ex- 
penditure of  the  establishment  must  be  necessarily  incomplete,  an  entire 
qnarter  having  elapsed  before  we  got  charge  of  it. 

Bequi8ites,-r'£9  Is.  dd,  were  paid  by  the  pupils  for  books  and  station- 
ery  during  the  year,  being  for  Male,  Female,  and  Infiant  School,  respec- 
tively, £6  2s,  y^d.,  £2  Us,  ll^df.,  and  Us. 

Rdigious  Denomifuttions  of  Children, — The  following  statement  will 
show  the  religious  denomination  of  the  pupils  in  attendance  during  the 
year : — 

BofSL  Girl*.         iDfmnta.  ToUl. 

Established  Church,  .17  11  13  41 

Boman  Catholics,  91  43  42  176 

Society  of  Friends,  .          4  -  -  4 

Wesleyan  Metliodists,  .          5  -  2  7 

Dissenters,             .  .          1  -  1  2 

We  are  happy  to  be  able  to  state,  that  during  the  entire  year  tha 
conduct  of  the  children,  in  their  intercourse  with  each  other,  has  been 
influenced  by  the  most  kindly  feelings.  A  solitary  complaint,  or  a 
report  of  the  slightest  disagreement  in  this  respect,  has  never  reached  us. 

FupU'Ttachers, — When  we  got  charse  of  this  institution,  we  found 
the  teaching  staff  to  consist,  in  the  Mfue  School,  of  a  Head  Teacher, 
four  Pupil-Teachers,  and  one  Monitor;  in  the  Female  School,  of  a 
Mistress  and  four  Paid  Moni tresses,  one  of  whom  assisted  every  alter- 
nate week  in  the  Infant  School,  in  which  there  were  a  Teacher  and  an 
Assistant.  This  teaching  power  we  found  to  be  unequal  to  the  wants 
of  the  Male  School.  Some  of  the  Pupil-Teachers  were  very  limited  in 
literary  acquirements,  and  had  got  little,  if  any,  previous  training  in 
the  methods  of  teaching  and  examining ;  and  though  every  available 
means  were  had  recourse  to  in  order  to  remedy  this  evil,  the  portion 
of  the  School  with  which  alone  they  could  be  intrusted — ^the  junior — 
we  found  to  be — as  must  have  been  expected — in  not  the  most  satis- 
factory state. 

There  is  mach  difficulty  at  times  in  procuring  young  persons  of 
sufficient  acquirements  and  suitable  age  for  these  situations;  conse- 
quently, persons  may,  and  must,  be  admitted  who  are  confessedly  defi- 
cient ;  and  when,  by  close  application  on  their  part,  and  unremitting 
attention  on  the  part  of  the  Head  Teacher,  they  have  attained  a  suitable 
amount  of  information,  and  some  facility  in  communicating  it  to  the 
pupils,  their  time  of  service  in  the  house  expires,  vacancies  are  created 
to  be  filled  by  others  equally  deficient  as  they  were,  requiring  the  same 
extra-supervision  and  teaching,  often  to  the  detriment  of  the  general 
efficiency  of  the  School.  This  difficulty  can  be  perhaps  best  met  by 
extending  the  time  of  service  for  these  young  men  to  eighteen  months 
or  two  years.  Some  allowance  to  procure  the  ordinary  necessaries,  and 
to  meet  their  trifling  incidental  expenses,  would  fully  reconcile  them  to 
the  extended  period  of  training,  particularly  as,  at  its  expiration,  they 
would  be  fully  competent  to  take  charge  of  Schools  in  good,  remunera- 
tire  districts  of  the  country,  or  to  fill  the  vacancies  on  the  Special 
Glass.  This  arrangement,' too,  would  afford  full  time  to  the  Paid^ 
Monitors  of  the  snrronnding  distpcts  to  complete  their  full  coarse  of 
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Arrwnnx  G.  foar  jears,  and  to  acquire  an  amount  of  intelligence  and  an  aptitude 
I.  lUporta  on  ^^^  teaching  which  must  render  them  very  desirable  and  efficient 
Di^^  Mod«l  assistants  on  their  appointment  to  the  vacant  Pupil-Teacherships  in 
Schook.  Model  Schools. 

^^y  "^  The  Paid  Monitresses  now  receive  extra  instruction  during,  at  least, 

one  hour  every  day,  from  the  Mistresses  of  the  Female  and  Infant 
Schools  alternately.  As  there  was  no  adequate  arrangement  for  this 
purpose  previously,  we  found  them  rather  deficient. 

We  now  proceed  to  give  a  few  details  regarding  the  manner  in  which 
the  pupils  acquitted  themselves  at  the  General  Examinations  to  which 
we  subjected  the  three  departments  of  the  School,  and  which,  extending 
over  eight  days,  enabled  us  to  test  the  several  classes  in  the  programmes 
supplied  to  us  by  the  Teachers,  and  to  select  the  ^nost  meritorious 
pupils  for  the  rewards  placed  at  our  disposal  by  the  Commissioners. 
Having  completed  the  private  examinations,  we  issued  printed  cards 
of  invitation  to  the  gentry  and  respectable  inhabitants,  requesting  their 
attendance  at  the  Annoal  Public  Examination  on  the  14th  December  ; 
we  have  been  assured,  that  on  no  former  occasion  was  the  attendance 
so  numerous. 

As  we  had  arranged  that  the  business  of  the  day  should  commence 
with  the  examination  of  the  pupils  in  the  In&nt  School,  the  Teacher, 
Miss  Palmer,  questioned  them  on  the  various  subjects  they  had  been 
taught  during  the  year.  The  answering  was,  in  all  respects,  good,  in 
aeveral,  exceUent,  viz.,  Geography,  Blank  Maps,  Tables,  <kc.  The 
room  being  now  filled  with  visitors,  and  there  being  several  on  the 
corridor  who  could  not  be  accommodated,  we  proceeded  to  the  Female 
School,  which  was  very  neatly  fitted-up  by  the  Mistress,  Mrs.  Reilly. 
Here  most  of  the  classes  were  examined,  either  by  their  respective 
Teachers  or  ourselves ;  and  at  various  intervals  during  the  day  the 
pupils-shaving  been  questioned  on  the  theory  of  music — performed 
several  songs,  rounds,  &c.,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Lyons,  Teacher 
of  vocal  music,  with  much  taste  and  accuracy,  considering  the  very 
short  time  they  had  been  under  his  instruction. 

BesuUt  of  the  Examination. — Most  of  the  pupils  in  the  advanced 
classes  read  with  fluency,  and  showed  by  their  answering  that  they 
had  acquired  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  subject-matter  of  their 
respective  lessons.  The  junior  classes  we  cannot  speak  favourably  of, 
for  the  reasons  assigned  in  a  former  part  of  thb  Report. 

Writing  from  Dictation. — This  branch  received  a  large  amount  of 
attention,  as  appeared  from  the  facility  atad  correctness  with  which  the 
pupils  performed  the  exercises  required  of  them. 

Arithm^etic. — Many  of  the  questions  proposed  in  this  branch  were 
worked  correctly ;  but  owing  to  excitement,  perhaps,  or  some  other 
cause,  the  pupils  failed  in  that  readiness  and  accuracy  which  they 
exhibited  on  other  occasions 

Geography. — The  answering  in  this  branch  was  satisficictory ;  but 
with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  classes,  the  children  did  not  exhibit 
sufficient  facility  in  tracing  blank  maps.  Some  of  the  Fourth  Class  in 
each  School  were  acquainted  with  the  elementaiy  principles  of  mathe- 
matical geography. 

Orammar. — The  pupils  had  not  so  intimate  a  knowledge  of  the  text 
as  we  consider  desirable ;  this  appears  to  have  arisen  from  the  fact 
that  they  were  not  introduced  to  the  manual  on  this  subject,  as  a  cbun- 
book,  at  a  sufficiently  early  period. 

TTri^'T^.— Thongh  many  of  the  boys  write  a  bold  and  legible  band, 
there  is,  in  general,  a  tendenqr  to  careless  and  hurried  execution^  Id 
the  Female  Sehool  the  specimemi  are  clean  and  executed  witb  eu^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1854.]  of  Ntxttanal  Edueatum  in  Ireland.  87 

Book-keeping  and  Mensuraivm, — One  boy  had  acquired  a  very  respect-  Apwiidix  O. 
able  knowledge  of  these  subjects ;  but  having  caught  fever^  he  was  i.  Bnorii  on 
unable  to  attend  the  Public  Examination.  DiMt  Hodsl 

NeedUworh. — The  Mistress  of  the  Female  School  gives  instruction  in  8diooh. 
plain,  and  hxicj  work.     Some  pieces  of  the  latter  were  purchased  and  ^^^^ 
others  ordered  by  ladies  who  visited  the  establishment  during  the  year. 

Premiums. — At  the  close  of  the  examinations,  the  names  of  the  pupils 
to  whom  premiums  were  awarded  were  read  out ;  the  amount  allotted 
to  each  was  given  on  a  subsequent  dav. 

The  Kev.  J.  Hall  then  rose  and  submitted  the  following  statement 
for  the  approval  of  the  persons  present,  having  prefaced  it  by  some 
appropriato  observations : — 

'<  We,  the  parents  of  the  pupils  and  the  friends  of  this  institution*  beg  to 
express  the  pleasure  we  have  had  in  attending  the  Public  Examinations  of  the 
Athy  District  Model  National  Schools,  held  on  Thursday,  14th  Dec^ber.  The 
examinations,  which  were  conducted  in  a  most  eflident  manner,  under  the 
superintendence  of  Timothy  Sheahan,  Esq.,  ▲.!!.,  Head  Inspector,  and  of 
J.  Molloy,  Esq.,  and  J.  Wilson,  Esq.,  A.M.,  District  Inspectors,  embraced  almost 
all  the  branches  of  a  complete  English  education,  together  with  an  outline  of 
agricultural  science.  The  answering,  in  general,  was  highly  creditable  to  the 
Teachers,  while,  on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  it  manifested  a  degree  of  attention 
and  proficiency  truly  gratifying. 

*'  The  musical  exhibition,  under  the  superior  management  of  ICr.  P.  J.  Lyons, 
was  not  the  least  interesting  part  of  the  proceedings— «U  the  pupUs  appearing 
to  engage  in  it ;  and  the  sweet  manner  in  which  sereral  exquisite  pieces  were 
performed  not  only  elicited  the  applause  of  those  present,  bat  evincea  how  much 
our  youth  hare  appreciated  this  department  of  their  education. 

** These  Schools  appear  to  be  in  a  flourishing  state;  and  whether  we  take 
into  account  the  increase  in  the  classes,  or  the  appearance  of  the  pupils,  or  the 
attention  and  urbanity  of  the  officers,  or  the  instruction  imparted,  we  haye 
much  reason  to  record  our  conviction  of  their  efficiency. 

**  In  fine,  we  would  embrace  this  opportanity  of  most  respectfVilly  repre- 
senting to  the  Commissioners,  through  their  agents  here  present,  the  propnety 
of  appending  classics  to  thehr  course  of  instruction,  and  of  thus  rendering  thor 
system  more  complete,  and,  at  the  same  time,  more  oonduoive  to  the  educational 
interest  of  the  country. 

**  Signed  on  behalf  of  the  parents^  &e.,  present, 
'*  A.  Hauobton. 
«« J.  B.  MsaEDTTH,  Solicitor. 
"R  F.  McDonald.  Clerk. 
•*T.  Jameson,  Clerk. 
«<  J.  Haix,  Presbyterian  Minisier.** 

We  beg  to  direct  attention  to  the  concluding  paragraph,  and  to  say 
that  we  fully  and  most  cordially  concur  in  the  views  advanced  theve 
with  reference  to  the  introduction  of  the  classics,  and  respectfully  r^ 
commend  it  to  the  favourable  consideration  of  the  Commissioners. 

We  have  the  honour  to  remain^  (^enUemen,  your  obedient  servaat^ 

TiMOTHT  Shxahan,  A.V.,  Head  Inspector. 
John  Mollot,  District  Inspector. 
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Boys.         Oirls..     Xnfiutta. 
PirstBook,  .  .4  5    '        34 


Second  Book, 
Sequel 
Third  Book, 
Fourth  Book, 
Fifth  Book,  . 


84  10            82 

«9  16              J 

28  .    13 

13  13 
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Appxnosx  0. 

BnjM. 

Girls. 

iBfanto. 



ElementB  of  Grammar, 

.        80 

30 

- 

I,  Reports  on 
IMitrfet  Model 

M#JiaaU 
OCIMNNB* 

Parsing  and  Syntax, 

.       13 

25 

- 

Descriptive  Geography, 

.     116 

65 

56 

Mathematical  Geography,  . 

. 

13 

- 

AU19. 

Arithmetical  Tahlea, 

.       82 

55 

58 

Simple  Kufes, 

.       35 

30 

- 

Compound  Kules  and  Reduction, 

.       28 

18 

- 

Proportion  and  afooro. 

.       36 

7 

- 

Mental  Arithmetic, 

36 

55 

- 

Geometry,    . 

. 

- 

^                       1 

Algebra, 

- 

- 

- 

Mensuration, 

6 

- 

- 

Book  keeping. 

6 

- 

- 

Sacred  Poetry, 

- 

— 

- 

Writing  on  Slates, 

3 

8 

56 

„      on  Paper,  . 

.     115 

47 

- 

„      fh>m  Dictation,     . 

36 

25 

- 

BRANCHES  FOR  FEMALES. 

Sewing, 

- 

43 

.. 

Knittmg,     . 

- 

4 

- 

Straw.plattmg, 
Fancy  Work, 

- 

- 

- 

. 

8 

- 

Pboobammb  of  Examination,  Atht  Distbiot  Mopbl  School, 

Dbcsmber  5th,  1854. 

Boys'  School. 

First  BooL — Beading :  Lesson  Book  to  page  18.  Arithmetic : 
read  small  numbers  ;  MaltiplicatioD  Table,  three  times. 

Second  Booh  (second  division). — Reading :  Lesson  Book  to  page  74. 
Writing  :  paper,  elements.  Arithmetic  :  Numeration,  read  five  figures; 
work  easy  sums  in  Addition ;  Multiplication  Table,  five  times.  (Geo- 
graphy :  part  of  Ireland. 

Second  Book  {first  division), — Reading :  Lesson  Book  through. 
Writing :  paper,  large  and  round  hand.  Arithmetic :  Numeration, 
hundreds  of  millions  ;  definitions  of  Simple  Rules ;  work  easy  questions 
in  first  three  Rules.  Grammar :  name  the  Parts  of  Speech,  define 
noun  and  adjective,  and  give  examples.  Geography :  Maps  of  World 
and  Ireland. 

Sequel,  No.  1. — ^Reading  :  Lesson  Book  through;  Spelling-book 
Superseded— nine  boys  to  page  31.  Writing :  paper,  large,  round, 
and  small  hand.  Arithmetic :  nine  in  Compound  Rules,  seven  in 
Simple  Rules.  Grammar:  can  define  the  Parts  of  Speech.  Geography  : 
Maps  of  World  and  Ireland. 

Sequel,  No.  2. — Reading :  Lesson  Book  through  ;  Spelling-book  to 
page  36.  Writing :  round  and  small  hand.  Arithmetic :  four  boys 
in  Simple  Rules,  the  remainder  (sixteen)  in  Compound  Rules  and 
Reduction.  Grammar :  can  define  the  Parts  of  Speech.  Geography  : 
Europe,  Asia,  and  Ireland. 

Third  Booh  {second  division), — Reading  :  Lesson  Book  to  page  166. 
Spelling  Book  to  page  40.     Writing  :  small  hand,  dictation.     Arith- 
metic :  one  in  Compound  Rules,  thirteen  in  Proportion  and  Practice. 
Grammar  :  Etymological  parsing.     Geography  :  Maps  of  the  World,  • 
Europe,  Asia,  and  Ireland. 

Third  Book  {first  division), — Readim^ :  Lesson  Book  through,  the 
Poetical  Pieces  with  some  taste.  Spelling-book  :  Rules  for  spelling, 
prefixes  and  afiixes.  Writing  :  dictation.  Arithmetic  :  two  ooys  in 
Clompound  Rules;    Proportion  and  Practice,  Interest  and    Ikntel 
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Arithmetic.     Grammar :   Etymological  parsing.     Geography  :  proofs  Appendix  G. 
of  the  Earth's  sphericity  ;  Local  Geography  of  the  Great  Divisions  of  j  ^^"1^  ^ 
the  Earth,  Ireland  and  England.     Book-keeping  :  one  hoy,  two  sets,     bistr^  Model 

Fourth  Book  — Reading  :  the  whole  of  the  Lesson  Book.  Spelling-  8chool«. 
book:  Rules  for  Spelling,  prefixes  and  affixes.  Writing:  dictation.  ^^^^ 
Arithmetic  :  Practice,  Tare  and  Tret,  Interest,  and  Mental  Arithmetic, 
except  two  boys.  Grammar  :  Syntactical  parsing.  Geography  :  proofs 
of  the  Earth's  sphericity  ;  Local  Greography  of  the  Great  Divisions  of 
the  Earth,  England,  and  Ireland.  Book-keeping  :  three  boys,  two 
sets  j  three  boys,  three  sets  ;  one  boy,  six  sets. 

John  Walsh, 
Master  of  Boys'  School. 

Progbahmb  fob  Fbmale  School. 

Firit  Clcu$. — First  Lesson  Book  ;  Multiplication  Table  as  far  as  six 
times ;  Notation  and  Numeration  as  far  as  five  places  of  figures ; 
Addition,  definitions  of  the  simple  terms  in  Geography  and  Grammar, 
and  can  write  large-hand  on  slates. 

Second  CloM, — Second  Lesson  Book  to  page  136.  Arithmetic:  to 
Simple  Multiplication,  inclusive.  Grammar :  the  Parts  of  Speech. 
Geography  :  Maps  of  the  World  and  Ireland.  Some  can  write  on 
paper,  others  on  slates. 

First  Sequel, — First  Sequel  to  page  82.  Arithmetic  :  to  Simple 
Division^  inclusive;  Tables.  Grammar  :  the  Parts  of  Speech.  Spelling^' 
book  as  &r  as  page  25  ;  can  write  large  and  small  hand.  Geography  : 
Maps  of  the  World  and  Ireland. 

Second  Sequel, — Second  Sequel  to  page  144  ;  reading,  spelling,  and 
explanation.  Arithmetic  :  Simple  and  Compound  Rules,  mentally  and 
on  slates.  Grammar  :  Parts  of  Speech.  Geography :  Maps  of  the 
World,  Europe,  and  Ireland.     Writing  on  paper. 

ThWd  Class, — Third  Book  to  page  156  ;  reading,  spelling,  and  ex- 
planation. Arithmetic  :  Simple  and  Compound  Rules ;  three  are  in 
Reduction  and  one  in  Proportion  ;  Mental  Arithmetic.  Grammar  :  to 
page  47y  parsing  sentences  in  prose.  Geography  :  Maps  of  the  World, 
Europe,  Ireland  and  England.  Spelling-book  to  page  31 ;  rules  for 
spelling. 

Fourth  Class, — Fourth  Book,  reading,  spelling,  and  explanatioii  of 
the  three  Natural  Kingdoms;  Descriptive  Geography,  Scripture  History, 
and  Lessons  on  Political  Economy.  Grammar  :  parsing  and  Syntax. 
Geography :  Maps  of  the  World,  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and  the  British 
Isles ;  Geography  Generalized  to  page  3 1 .  Historical  Sketches  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  Spelling-book  to  page  51  ;  rules  for  spelling  ; 
Latin  roots,  Latin,  Greek,  and  Saxon  prefixes  and  affixes.  Arithmetic 
as  £Bkr  as  Interest ;  Mental  Arithmetic. 

Anne  Rbillt,  Teacher. 

Pbogbammb  fob  Infant  School. 

1st  Division  of  First  Cfa«.— Reading,  spelling,  and  explanation  of 
Lessons  from  page  16  to  end  of  book.  Geography  :  outlines  of  the 
Map  of  the  World.  Arithmetic :  Tables  up  to  five  times  ;  Addition 
and  Subtraction  by  help  of  Arithmetioon.    Grammar  :  Parts  of  Speech. 

2nd  Division  of  First  Class.— The  Alphabet,  spelling,  and  reading,  to 
page  16. 

1st  Division  of  Second  Ctow.— Spelling,  reading,  and  explanation  of 
Lessons  from  page  31  to  end  of  book.  Geography  :  outlines  of  the 
Maps  of  Europe,  Asia»  Africa^  America,  and  Ireland.  Grammar  :  Parts 
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AppbwdixG.  of  Speech.  Arithmetic:  Multiplication,  Pence,  and  Shilling  Tables; 
I.  Reports  on  Addition  and  Subtraction  on  slates ;  Multiplication  and  Division  by 
District  Model  help  of  ArithmeticoD. 

^^^^-  2nd  Division  of  Second  Class. — Spelling  and  reading  to  page   31. 

AOj/,  Geography :  outlines  of  the  Maps  of  the  World  and  Earope.    Grammar  ; 

Parts  of  Speech.     Tables. 

1st  Seqnd  Class  (to  page  126). — Beading,  spelling,  and  explanation 
of  Lessons.  Geography.  Tables.  Grammar:  Parts  of  Speech,  same  aa 
Second  Class. 

AU  learn  Natural  History,  Object  Lessons,  Singing  and  Writing,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Alphabet  Class. 

Habsist  Palmbb,  Teacher. 


Appendix  B. 

Occupation  of  Parents  of  Pupils  on  School-Bolls,  week.ending  Ist 
October,  1854. 


OeoapationofPue&ta.    Boys.       GirlB.    Infants.   Occupation  of  Psients.    Boys.       Girls.    Infaiit& 


Clergyman, 
Contractor  and 

Builder,  . 
Agent, 
Steward,     . 
Shopkeeper, 
Governor  of  Gaol, 
Farmer,     . 
Kailway  Offlcerj 
Pensioner, . 
Agriculturist, 
Gardener, .. 
Carpenter, 
Mason, 
Painter,      . 
Smith, 
Servant,     . 
Tailor, 
Butcher,     . 
Letter  Carrier, 
Labourer,  . 


4 

1 

2 

10 

1 
21 


5 
3 
3 

12 


4 
1 
3 
3 

13 


2 

2 

2 

14 

4 
I 
I 
1 
1 
3 
2 
2 
5 
2 
1 
I 
1 
11 


Shoemaker, 
Miller, 
Teacher,     . 
Barber, 
Publican,    . 
Watchmaker, 
Baker, 
Sawyer,      . 
Nailer, 
Merchant,  . 
Cottier, 
Gentleman, 
Dealer,  &c., 
Chemist,     . 
Carman,     . 
Caretaker, 
Law  Clerk, 
Law  Messenger, 
Lock-keeper, 
Soldier, 
Storekeeper, 


Appendix  C— Return  of  School  Fees  from  opening  to  Pecember,  1854. 

1852. 

1853. 

1854. 

Months. 

1 

Boys. 

Girlfl.    1  Infants. 

•       •        1 

Bojs. 

Girls. 

Infants. 

Boys* 

Girls, 

In&Bta. 

£    *.    d. 

£   «.  d. 

£ 

8.    d. 

£    8.   d. 

£    ».   d.  £    t.  d}£   8.   d. 

£    8.    d. 

£    8.    d. 

January, 

- 

- 

3  18    8 

0  12  111  0    4  11    3    5    7 

0  11  10  0    7    8 

February, 

- 

- 

- 

2  13  11 

0  16  lO:  0    6    51  2    3  10 

1    3    2 

0     16  2 

March,    . 

- 

- 

- 

2    5    6 

0  10    2   0    8    1!  3    9    3 

0  11    8 

1     5     4 

April,     . 

~ 

- 

- 

3    5    3 

OH    7    1    0    8  2    3 Ml   0.12    h 

0  14     9 

May,       .        . 

- 

- 

- 

3  1810 

0  13    1   0  17    5 

3    5  10   1  11    9 

1     4     0 

June, 

- 

- 

- 

3    2  11 

0  18  10  0  U    3 

3  ^1    9 

0  16    2 

0  12    7 

July,      . 

- 

- 

- 

2  19    8 

0  11    7   1    1  10 

3  11    6 

0  10  10 

1    4    3 

August,  . 

3    0  10 

0    8    4 

0 

6    3 

1    3    9 

0    5    3  0    6    4 

1  14    0 

0  10    6 

0  12  10 

September,      • 

1  16    3 

0    9    2 

0 

7    '2 

4    3    5 

0  11    3!  0  19    3 

3  10  10 

1    5    0 

1  10     1 

October, . 

1  14    1 

0    6    5 

0 

3    4 

3    0    0 

0  16  lOj  0    8    4 

2  10    2 

0  18    9   1    7  10 

November, 

3    7    3 

1    0    0 

0 

5    0 

2  16    7 

0    7    5   1    3    6 

3    5  11 

0  15    0 

0  14    3 

December,      . 

1  15    2 

0    6    6 

0 

6  XI 

2    9    0 

0    4    OJ  0    7    1 

1  12  10 

0  15    0 

0  18    8 

Toua,    . 

11  18    7 

2  10    5 

1 

8    8 

35  17    6 

6  19    7 

7    14  lj33  15    5 

10    1    9 

11    8    5 
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Appendix  D. 
AvouHT  of  School  Requisites  sold  in  1854. 


Months. 

Boyi. 

^Girla. 

In&nts. 

ToUl. 

£    «.     </. 

£ 

«.     d. 

£ 

«.  d. 

£  <.     d. 

January, 

0  10     2} 

0 

0    4 

0 

0    6 

0  11     0 

February, 

0     4     7 

0 

4     4} 

0 

1     7i 
1     3i 

0  10    7 

March,    . 

0  10  10| 

0 

4     7 

,     0 

0  16     9 

April,      .        . 

0     7     9 

0 

3     4 

1     0 

0     8 

0  11     9} 

May,       •        . 

0     9    0 

0 

3     Ir 

1  ^ 

1     0 

0  13    H 

June, 

.     0  18     31 

0 

3.    8r 

1     0 

1     1 

1     3     1 

July,       .        . 

.     0.  9  m 

1    0 

7.  11 

0 

1     3J 

0  19     i 

August,  . 

0     3     2 

0 

0     8 

1     0 

0     3 

0    4     1 

September,      . 

0  12     8 

0 

3     8 

0 

3     3 

0  19     7 

October, 

0  12    a 

0 

4     0\ 

0 

0  11 

0  17     6 

NoTember, 

1     0  11     4 

0 

4     6 

0 

1     4}j 

0  17     2 

December,      . 

;     0  12     4i 

0 

4     9 

0 

0     9^ 

0  17  11 

Total, 

6     2     9^ 

1 

1     2  14  11} 

t     0 

1 

14    0 

9     1     9 

91 

Appiicdix  G. 

I.  Reports  on 
Diitrict  Model 
Schooli. 


No.  5- — Repobt  upon  the  Clonmel  District  Model  National  SchooIj,  Clcmmd, 

for  the  year  1854,  by  Timothy  Shbahan,  Esq.,  a.m.,  t.o.d..  Head 

Inspector  of  National  Schools. 

Kilkenny,  June  1,  1855. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  the  information  of  the 
Commissioners,  the  following  Report  upon  tho  Clonmel  District  Model 
School,  for  the  year  1854. 

House  and  Grounds, — I  have  still  to  complain  of  the  inadequacy  of 
the  accommodation  afforded  in  the  school-rooms,  and  the  absence  of 
such  class-rooms  as  are  attached  to  the  male  and  female  departments  ia 
the  Model  Schools  recently  built.  The  house  has  undergone  repairs 
within  the  past  year,  and  the  defects,  so  frequently  compkiued  of,  l^vc^ 
been  in  3  great  measure  remedied ;  but  the  necessary  enlargement  of 
the  Institution,  not  only  to  accommodate  the  present,  but  meet  the 
increased  attendance,  which  the  growing  confidence  in  the  schools  is 
hkely  to  secure  ;  and  the  unfinished  state  of  the  play-grounds,  as  well 
as  the  proper  laying  out  of  the  lands  attached  thereto,  urge  themselves 
strongly  upon  the  immediate  consideration  of  the  Commissioners. 

Attendance. — ^In  the  Male  and  Eemalo  Schools  the  attendance  has 
been  somewhat  less  than  that  for  the  previous  year,  while  in  the 
Infant  School  there  has  been  an  increase.  The  following  table  gives  a 
retuin  of  the  attendance  for  both  years :— 


1853. 

1864.. 

School. 

Daily  ATeimge. 

DmUj  Arenge. 

On  Roll. 

PreMnt 

Preient 
to  100 
on  Roll. 

On  Roll. 

Prosent. 

Prewnt 
to  100 
on  Roll. 

Boys,  •       . 
Girls,         .        • 
Inlaati,     . 

127 
79 
49 

116 
63 
34 

92 
79 
69 

117 
71 
62 

96 
53 
39 

82 
74 
75 

Total,      . 

255 

213 

80 

240 

18Q 

78-3 
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Appehdix  G.  In  the  Boys*  School  this  falling  off  in  the  attendance  may  be  accounted 
I.  Beporta  on  ^^^  ^J  ^^®  removal  of  several  children  from  the  neighbourhood,  as  will 
District  Model  appear  on  reference  to  Appendix  [IJ  ;  while  in  the  Female  School  the 
Schools.  cause  can  be  traced  to  the  change  and  removal  of  the  Head  Teachers, 

donmeir  which  took  place  early  in  the  season,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
business  of  the  school  was,  for  a  time,  materially  interrupted,  and  the 
average  attendance  seriously  diminished. 

Ages  ofFupiU, — A  return  of  the  ages  of  the  pupils  on  the  School 
Rolls,  on  the  18th  of  November,  18j4,  is  given  in  Appendix  [2]. 
From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  average  ages  in  the  several  Schools 
are  as  follows  : — 

In  B078*  School,  .       .    iro9 

Girls' School,        .        .        .        .11-68 

Infants' School 5-18 

For  the  year  1853,— 

The  Average  Age  in  the  Koys*  School  was,  10  "o 
Girls' School,  11-75 

„  In&nts'  School,        5-25 

In  the  Boys'  School  alone  is  there  any  material  difference  in  the 
average  ages;  and  this  is  of  the  more  importance,  inasmuch  as  it 
shows  that  parents  are  becoming  disposed  to  permit  their  children  to 
remain  at  school  for  a  longer  period  than  they  were  before  accustomed 
to  do. 

Occupation  of  Parents, — A  return  of  the  occupation  of  the  parents  is 
given  in  the  Appendix  [3].  It  is  not  at  all  different  from  that  in  the 
past  years,  and  in  it  will  be  found  represented  all  the  grades  of  the 
social  scale.  This  is  peculiarly  gratifying,  inasmuch  as  it  affords 
satis&ctory  evidence  that  the  Schools  still  continue  to  possess  the 
confidence  of  all  the  parties  that  connected  themselves  with  them  in  the 
commencement. 

School  Fees* — ^The  amount  of  fees  paid  by  the  pupils  this  year  was 
£82  7s.  namely, — ^from  the  boys,  £47  I2s.  2d,;  from  the  girls, 
£23  2s.  Sd. ;  and  the  in&nts,  £11  I2s,  2d, 

The  pupils  on  the  rolls  for  the  week  ending  18th  November,  1854, 
were  paying  as  follows  : — 

B071.    Girls.    In&ats.    TotaL 

At  5«.  per  quarter,  ...  18.  5  -  23 
„  2a.  6d,  per  quarter,  .  .44  S3  10  87 
,,    Id,  per  week,        .        .        .69        41        56      156 

Total,  .        .  121        79        66      266 

School  Bequitites. — The  amount  received  this  year  for  requisites  sold 
at  reduced  rates  was  £26  I6s.  6d.,  exceeding  that  received  in  the  pre- 
vious year  by  £6  I2s.  id.  In  Appendices  [4  and  5]  will  be  fonnd 
returns  of  the  sums  received  each  month,  both  in  the  way  of  school 
fees  and  for  requisites  sold  to  the  pupils  of  the  several  schools. 

Religioiu  Instruction, — The  pupils  on  the  rolls  are  classed  as  foUows, 
according  to  the  religious  persuasion  to  which  they  respectively  belong. 

BoyiL    Girls.    lofknts.    Total. 


Soman  Catholics,      . 

.     91 

70 

53 

214 

EstabUshed  Church, 

.     22 

8 

8 

38 

1 

- 

2 

3 

Unitarians, 

4 

1 

2 

7 

Christian  Brothers,  . 

.       3 

- 

1 

4 

Total, 


121 


66 


266 


The  arrangements  for  religious  instruction  continue  unchanged,  and 
the  same  uninterrupted  harmony  and  kindly  feeling  that  it  was  my 
pleasing  task  to  bring  under  your  notice  in  my  former  Report  are  to 
be  still  witnessed  among  the  pupils  of  the  different  denominations. 
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Drawing. — Instruction  in  this  department,  which  bad  been  inter- -A-pwbnbix  Q. 
rnpted  for  some  time,  has  been  lately  resumed.    Mr.  Healy,  a  highly  |  j^^Z^  on 
qaaliiied  master,  has  been  recommended  to  us  from  the  Department  of  Dittnd^  Model 
Science  and  Art,  Marlboro'  House,  London.    H  is  time  is  divided  between  Schools, 
the  Model  Schools  and  the  Clonmel  Mechanics' Institute;  and  the  salaries  ^70f„Me^, 
paid  by  both  departments  are  such  as  to  secure  permanently  the  services 
of  a  respectable  and  efficient  master.     It  was  to  myself  highly  grati- 
fying, to  assist  in  forming  a  connexion  of  this  nature  with  an  institute 
so  admirably  managed  by  the  President  and  the  active  and  intelligent 
gentlemen  that  form  the  committee  ;  and  I  gladly  avail  myself  of  this 
opportunity,  to  acknowledge  the  deep  interest  the  members  of  it  have 
always  evinced  in  the  success  of  the  Model  Schools,  and  their  active 
co-operation  towards  that  end,  on  every  occasion  that  their  services 
were  required. 

ExterU  of  Instruction, — In  addition  to  the  branches  comprised  in  the 
ordinary  course,  instruction  in  Physical  Science  and  Physiology  has 
been,  now  for  the  first  time,  given  by  a  Lecturer  specially  provided  for 
the  purpose.  It  is  intended  only  for  pupils  of  the  fourth  and  fifth 
classes  who  have  been  well  made  up  in  the  elementary  branches.  On 
reference  to  the  subjoined  Report  of  the  Examination,  which  has  been 
prepared  by  the  District  Inspector,  it  will  be  seen  tluit  the  answering 
of  the  pupils  on  these  subjects  was  alike  creditable  to  the  industry  and 
capacity  of  the  pupils,  and  the  untiring  zeal  and  successful  exertions  of 
their  highly  talented  Lecturer,  Dr.  Clarke ;  who  with  the  aid  rendered 
by  the  Head  and  Assistant  Masters,  was  able  in  a  few  months,  to 
impart  to  them  so  Urge  an  amount  of  varied  and  practical  knowledge, 
as  they  exhibited  during  the  examination. 

Order  and  Discipline  of  Pupih. — On  these  points  I  am  happy  to  be 
able  to  report  most  favourably.  There  have  been  very  few  cases  calling 
for  animadversion,  and  not  a  single  one  that  was  deemed  of  sufficient 
importance  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Commissioners. 

Pupil-Teachers, — In  Appendix  [6]  will  be  found  a  Return  of  the 
names  and  destinations  of  the  PupU-Teachers  who  have  left  these 
Schools  during  the  year  1854,  and  up  to  the  present  date.  Their 
conduct  during  the  period  of  their  residence  in  the  Institution,  was 
most  exemplary ;  while  their  attention  to  the  duties  that  devolved 
upon  them  as  Teachers,  and  the  proficiency  made  by  them  in  their  own 
studies  as  pupils,  have  gained  for  them,  without  exception,  the  most 
£Eivourable  opinions,  both  of  the  Head  Master  and  of  the  Resident 
Inspector. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

Timothy  Shsahan,  Head  Inspector. 

The  Secretaries. 


1. 

Bsnms  of  Pupils  Admitted  and  Struck  Off  the  Bolls  during 
the  year  1854. 

Boys.           Oirli.  Inftnts. 

Admitted 173           135  128 

Struck  off,     ....       166          120  11 

Destihatioh  of  the  above  Pupils  struck  off  Bolls. 

Bo7K  Oirli. 

Appointed  to  place  of  Pupil-Teacher,      .       .       2  -         . 

Left  the  phu^ 14  10 

Emigrated 6 

Went  to  different  schools,        ....      12  8         6 

Employed  at  home, 89  12 
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Djbstinatiok  of  the  above  Pupils  struck  off  Bolls — continued. 


Apprenticed, 

Went  as  Assistant  in  a  School, 
Got  situations  as  clerks,   . 

lU  health, 

Distance  and  winter, 
Struck  off  and  re-admitted  during  year. 
Appointed  Monitresses,    . 
No  cause  assigned,    .... 
Sent  to  Girls'  School, 
„      Boys'  School, 


Boy.. 

Qirls. 

InfutUL 

5 

3 

- 

1 

. 

_ 

2 

_ 

_. 

2 

6 

10 

6 

_ 

3 

87 

60 

44 

_ 

5 

«_ 

- 

24 

31 
9 

- 

- 

8 

Total,  as  abore, 


166       120 


114 


2. 
Ages  of  Pupils  on  EoUs  of  Schools,  18th  November,  1854. 


Age. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

In&ats. 

Age. 

BOTB. 

1    Oirla. 

1  iBfanti. 

3  Years,      . 

^ 

6 

11  Years,     . 

15 

11 

4      „ 

«. 

^ 

15 

12      „ 

19 

20 

- 

6      „ 

- 

.. 

17 

13      „ 

18 

9 

_ 

6      „ 

- 

_ 

18 

14      „ 

8 

7 

- 

7      „ 

- 

- 

9 

13      „ 

5 

5 

- 

B      „ 

16 

4 

1 

16       „ 

1 

2 

- 

9      „ 

15 

9 

_ 

17       „ 

- 

1 

- 

10      „ 

23 

11 

— 

18          r. 

1 

— 

■" 

Average  Ages  of  pupils  in  Boys'  School  is,  .  .     1 1  •09 

,,                     in  Girls' School,       .  .     11*68 

„                    in  Infants'  School,   .  .      5*18 

Keligious  Denomi5ations  of  the  Pupils  on  the  Rolls  on  18th 
November,  1854. 

Boys.      Girls.  Infants.    Total. 

Roman  Catholics.      ...     91        70  63        214 


Established  Church, 
Presbyterians,  - 
Unitarians, 
Christian  Brothers,  . 

Total, 


22 
1 

4 
3 

.  121 


8 


79 


8 

39 

2 

3 

2 

7 

1 

4 

66 


266 


Occupation  of  Parents  of  Pupils  on  School-Rolls,  week  ending 
18th  November,  1854, 


Ooonpation. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

In&nU 

Ooonpation. 

Boys. 

GirlsL 

Infiuta. 

Builder,     . 

5 

_ 

^ 

Carpenter, 

I 

1 

1 

Blacksmith, 

2 

1 

1 

Draper,     . 

2 

. 

_ 

Bacon-cutter,    . 

2 

- 

- 

Excise  Officer,  . 

2 

♦■    ^ 

.. 

Clergyman, 

3 

^ 

-  ' 

Baker,       .    '    . 

2 

_ 

• 

Clerk, 

10 

2 

7 

Farmer,'    .    '    .' 

18 

26 

•7 

Car-driver, 

— 

2 

- 

Gardener, 

2 

1 

2 

Cork-cutter, 

- 

_ 

2 

Grocer,      . 

2 

1 

7 

Cutler, 

1 

1 

2 

Gilder,      . 

2 

1 

Cabinet-maker, 

_ 

1* 

1 

Gunsmith, 

1 

-. 

^ 

Com  Merchant, 

2 

- 

- 

Hairdresser,     '. 

. 

2 

_ 

Cooper, 
Clothes  Dealer, . 

2 

_ 

_ 

Labourer, . 

13 

2 

3 

6 

» 

- 

Merchant, 

1 

Digitized  by 


Google 


1854.} 


o/NationcU  Education  in  Ireland. 


95 


Occupation  of  Pi  rents  of  Pupils  on  School-Rolls,  week  ending 
18th  November,  1854 — continued. 


Boyi. 

Oirlj. 



4 

iD&nts. 

Ooonpfttlon. 

Bojf. 

Olrb. 

1 

Inflats.. 

Mfller, 

^ 

Soapmaker, 

Publican,   . 

5 

- 

Steward,   . 

5 

i 

. 

Medical  Doctor, 

2 

- 

2 

Slater,      . 

1 

_ 

1 

Policeman, 

- 

1 

2 

TobaccoDist,      . 

4 

_ 

_ 

Pensioner, 

2 

. 

1 

Tinman,    . 

2 

^ 

1 

Pawnbroker, 

2 

^ 

1 

Tailor.       . 

4 

I 

Poor  Scholar,     . 

1 

_ 

Teacher,   . 

1 

Private,      . 

2 

- 

. 

Turnkey, . 

- 

_ 

3 

RdievingOfficer, 

1 

1 

1 

Victualler, 

_ 

- 

Shop-keeper, 

3 

)7 

5 

Woodranger,     . 

1 

I 

Shoemaker, 

I 

2 

_ 

Watchman, 

1 

„ 

^ 

Sawyer,      . 

« 

^ 

1 

Workhouse  Of* 

Serrant.     . 

2 

3 

4 

fleer,      . 

2 

Saddler.     . 

— 

1 

Weaver,    . 

1 

- 

1 
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Rbtubn  of  School  Fees  Received  in  Clonhel  Model  School, 
for  the  year  1854. 


Moaths. 


Boya. 


January, 
February, 
March,  . 
April,    . 
May,      . 
June,     . 
Jnly,      . 
August, 
September, 
October, 
KoTember, 
December, 


Total  for  the  year. 


8. 
10 

4 
13 

6 
15 

0 
17 
2   14 


6 
10 
2 
2 
7 
4 
2 
0 
0 
1 
0 
4 


GirU. 


£  8,  d. 

1  7  2 

1  11  1 

0  13  3 

1  11  2 
1  I(i  10 
4  1  2 
1  7  10 

1  7  9 

2  19  (> 
2  7  4 

1  14  (y 

2  6  1 


luftttta.  1 


X  8.     d. 

0  14     8 

0  12     5 

0  16 

1  4 
1  2 
1  1 
0  19 

0  6  10 

1  2  7 
1  5  8 
1  ]  4 
1  5     3 


47  12     2 


Total 


£     8, 

5  12 

7  8 

6  2 

5  2 

8  14     8 

9  2     9 

6  4  0 
4  8  7 
8  13     1 

7  13  1 
6  19  10 
6     5     8 


23     2     8 


11   12     2 


82     7     0 


5. 

Retubn  of  School  Requisites  Sold  during  the  year. 


Boja. 


Infanta. 


TotaL 


£     8.     d. 

£     8.      d. 

£     8.     d. 

£     8.      d. 

Jinuaiy, 

0  14  10 

0  10    8 

0     I     9^ 

1     7     3^ 

Pebruary, 

0  10  II 

0    6     7 

0     1     3, 

0  17     9J 

March,  . 

0  13  10^ 

0     5    2^ 

0     1     I 

1     0     2 

April,    . 

3  19    5^ 

•      1  10     6^ 

0     4     8J 

5  14     8^ 

^ay,     . 

1     1     9 

1     0    3 

0     0  10 

2     2  10 

June,     . 

1    8     7J 

0  16     4 

0     0     8 

2     0    7J 

Jniy,    . 

3     I     3i 

0  15     8^ 

0     2     9^ 

3  19     9j^ 

August, 

0    2     8i 

0    9  10^ 

'•003 

0  12  10 

September, 

1   11     2^ 

0  19     1^ 

0     0     4^ 

2  10     8^ 

October, 

0  18    8 

0     8     5 

0     1     9 

1     8  10 

November,     . 

1  10    3 

0    3  10| 

0     1     4 

1   15     oi 

December,     . 

2  16     U 

0     7     9i^ 

0     1     6} 

3     5     6^ 

Total  for 

year, 

18    4    6i 

7  13    4} 

0  18    5 

26  16     6 
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Appendix  to  Twenty-first  Report  of  Commiseionere    [1864. 

6. 

Destination  of  Nine  PupiL-TBAcnERs  who  left  Olonmbl  Model 

School  during  the  year  1854. 


No. 


Pnpil-lMcher. 


Date  of  LmTiag. 


Subsequent  and  Preaeat  Ooeupstum. 


Henry  Wall,    . 
WUIiam  Bimey, 

Francis  Earley, 
Lowry  Cunningham, 

CorneliuB  Molony,  . 

Thomas  Mooney,     . 
Michael  DonoTan,    . 


Robert  Chawner, 
John  Mnrphy, 


I 

29th  April,  1854,  National  School,  Lismore. 

20th  May,  1854,  Went  to  Gormanstown  Agricul- 
tural School,  as  a  pupil  on  farm. 

20th  May,  1 854,    Appointed  Assistant  to  Dr.  Clarke. 

3rd  June,  1854,  Went  to  his  brother.  Agriculturist 
on  Munster  Model  Farm,  Cork. 

27th  July,  1854,  Appointed  Assistant  Master  in 
I      Endowed  School,  Clonm^. 

29th  July,  1854,  |  Resigned,  to  go  to  business. 

23rd  Oct.,  1854,  Appointed  to  Garrygogue  Na- 
tional School,  under  Lord  Bcss- 
I      borough,  Co.  Kilkenny. 

2 let  Nov.  1854,  Resigned  in  consequence  of  dose 
work ;  went  to  business. 

5th  Dec.,  1854,  Appointed  to  Knocktopher  Na- 
tional School. 


Joint  Report  for  the  year  1854,  upon  the  Annual  Public  Examina- 
tion of  .the  Pupils  of  the  Clonmbl  Distbict  Model  National 
School,  by  Timothy  She  ah  an,  Esq.,  a.m.,  Head  Inspector,  and 
Eugene  A.  Conwell,  Esq.,  District  Inspector. 

Clonmel,  February,  1855. 
Gentlemen, — The  Annual  Public  Examinations  of  the  pupils  attend- 
ing the  Clonmel  District  Model  School,  were  held  on  the  16th  and  17th 
November  last.     The  children  on  the  Rolls  for  the  week  ending  18th 
November,  1854,  were  classified  as  follows  : — 


Boys. 

Girlt. 

lafants. 

Learning  the  First  Book  of  Lessons, 

52 

») 

Second            „ 

.'     26 

16 

7 

»» 

Sequel  to  Second  Book  of  Lessons,  50 

33 

7 

»i 

Third  Book  of  Lessons,  . 

.     82 

21 

- 

>> 

Fourth           do. 

.     10 

*    7 

~ 

»» 

■Fifth              do. 

.       3 

2 

- 

f> 

Biographical  Sketches  of  the  British 

Poets,  and  Selections  from 

their 

Writings, 

.     13 

30 

- 

*y 

Sullivan's  Literary  aass-Book, 

.     13 

30 

- 

»» 

the  Elements  of  Grammar, 

.     76 

49 

66 

it 

Parsing  and  Syntax, 

.     45 

30 

- 

»» 

Descriptive  Geography, 

.     78 

49 

66 

»» 

Mathematical  &  Physical  Geography,45 

30 

- 

>> 

Arithmetical  Tables, 

.   121 

79 

66 

>» 

Simple  Rules  of  Arithmetic, 

.     26 

26 

66 

ft 

Compound        do. 

.     50 

21 

- 

>» 

Proportion  and  above. 

.     45 

80 

- 

»» 

Mental  Arithmetic, 

.  121 

79 

66 

St 

Book-keeping, 
Mensuration, 

.     23 

. 

- 

it 

.     30 

. 

- 

*« 

Geometnr,   . 

.     30 

- 

- 

>f 

Algebra,      . 

.     80 

~ 

- 

»> 

Easy  i:ies8onB  on  Reasoning, 

.     13 

- 

- 

tf 

Physical  and  AppUed  Science, 

.     13 

. 

- 

— .     '.• 

Sacred  Poetry, 

.     76 

49 

66 

Writing  on  slates,     . 

•       . 

- 

31 

9t    . 

from  dotation, 

.  121 
.     95 

79 
72 

23 
9 
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Boys. 

Girla. 

InfaaU 

Appendix  G. 

IIuUah'8  Vocal  Mosic, 

.    60 

79 

66 

i:)rawiDg,        .            .            .            , 

.     60 

61 

* 

I.  Report!  on 

Plain  sewing,  Ac,     . 

.      - 

53 

— 

District  Model 

Knitting, 

- 

14 

. 

ScboolB. 

Crochet  and  fancy  work, 

.      - 

12 

- 

^w f 

Prtliminary  Examination  by  the  Inspectors, — Appended  to  this 
Report  are  programmes,  drawn  up  by  the  Teachers  respectively,  setting 
forth  the  various  subjects  on  which  they  had  prepared  the  children  for 
examination  in  each  school.  With  these  programmes  before  us  we  held 
preliminary  private  examinations,  to  ajicertain  the  extent  of  each  pupil's 
attainments  in  the  several  subjects  taught  in  each  class,  and  recorded 
at  the  time  the  quality  of  each  child's  answering  on  each  subject. 
These  exauiinatious  occupied  from  five  to  six  hours  daily,  on  the  7th, 
8th,  9th,  10th,  11th,  13th,  14th,  and  15th  November ;  and  from  the 
notes  then  taken,  we  are  able  to  give  the  following  synoptical  view  of 
the  proficiency  in  each  School. 

Infants'  Department.  —This  School  was  very  skilfully  conducted  by 
Miss  Emma  J.  Kempe,  up  to  the  month  of  August  last,  when  she 
resigned  from  ill  health.  Miss  Ellen  J.  Denniston,  was  then  appointed, 
and  under  her  judicious  and  zealous  management  the  School  has  since 
increased  both  in  numbers  and  efficiency. 

N  umber  of  pupils  examined,  and  number  who  answered  satisfactorily : 


Vlcnmd, 


No. 

ezAmined. 

40 

40 

40 
6 

5 
61 
51 

25 

14 

13 


Able  to  read  monosyllables  with  promptitude, 
,,        spell  the  monosyllables,  occurring  in  the 

reading  lessons,  .... 
„        explain        do.         . 
„        read  fairly,  and  explain  lessons  occurring 

in  Second  Book, 
„        do.  Sequel  No.  I.  to  II. 

,,        distinguish  the  noun,  verb,  and  adjective, 
, ,        answer  general  questions  on  Maps  of  World 

and  Ireland. 
„        answer  well  on  Tables  of  Time,  Weight, 

Measure,  &c.,      .... 
„        work  easy  exerdses  in  simple  Rules  of 

Arithmetic,         .... 
,,        write  a  large  hand  fairly  on  paper. 


No. 
26 

Proportioa 

peroral. 

65-0 

33 

«J2-5 

35 

87-5 

6 

100-0 

6 

1000 

40 

76-5 

40 

76-6 

14 

56  0 

12 

85-7 

10 

769 

Girl£  Department — Miss  E.  Connolly,  the  Teacher  of  this  School, 
resigned  in  March  last.  From  1st  April  to  1st  December  it  was  con- 
d acted  with  great  ability,  judgment,  and  success  by  Miss  Marianne 
Doyle,  who  has  since  been  transferred^  at  her  own  request,  to  the 
Inchicore  Railway  Model  School.  Miss  M.  A.  Jones,  late  Teacher  of 
Anchorsbower  Female  National  School,  has  been  in  charge  since  1st 
December,  and  gives  hopeful  promise  of  keeping  up  the  high  character 
of  this  School. 

Number  of  pupils  examined,  and  number  who  answered  satisfactorily : 


No. 

Proportion 

ezmmloed. 

No. 

peroent. 

42 

Able  to  read  the  Second  Book  or  Sequel,  with  toler- 

able accuracy,     .           .           .         *  . 

19 

45-2 

42 

„                       ease  and  correctness. 

20 

47-6 

28 

Third  and  higher  Books  with  ease  and 

intelligence,         .... 

24 

85-7 

42 

distinguish  the  Farts  of  Speech,      . 

20 

47-6 

28 

parse  and  apply  the  rules  of  Syntax, 

25 

89-3 

28 

write  a  sentence  from  dictation  with  tolera- 

ble accuracy,       .... 

9 

32-2 

28 

.,           readiness  and  correctness. 

10 

36-7 

70 

write  fjurly,             .... 

45 

64-3 
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•xamln 
70 

42 

CYouM^. 

28 

42 

28 

70 

70 
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Pi«|MMrtioD 
No.     per  eeou 

Able  to  write  a  good  hand  with  ease  and  Deatness 

of  exrcution,       .     •       .  .  .21      90-0 

,j        trace  Blank  Maps,  and  answer  iK\r\y  on 

Local  Geography,  .  .  .39      76'2 

„        answer  satisfactorily  on  Mathematical  and 

Physical  Geography,      .  .  .    16      67*2 

,,  write  from  dictation  and  solve  pretty  cor- 
rectly questions  in  Simple  Rules  of 
Arithmetic,         .  .  .17      40*5 

,,        solre  with  readiness  questions  in  Proportion, 

Practice,  and  Commercial  Arithmetic,      J  2      4S  ^ 
„        answer  readily  in  first  ten  roles  of  Mental 

Arithmetic,         .  .  .  .    36      51*4 

Possessing  a  respectable  knowledge  of  the  Spelling- 

Book  Superseded,  .23      32-9 

28  „  ,,  Natural  History,     16      67  2 

28       Fairly  acquainted  with  sketches  of  Ancient,  Modem, 

and  English  History,      .  .  .24      85*7 

Boy9  Department — Mr.  Terence  Smyth  has  been  in  charg(B,  and  still 
continues  to  conduct  it  with  his  usual  ability  and  success.  The  pieseot 
talented  and  skilful  Assistant-^Reacher,  Mr.  Joseph  Boyd,  is  the  third 
who  has  acted  in  that  capacity  during  the  past  year.  Mr.  Mahon 
removed  to  the  Waterford  Commercial  National  School  in  February. 
Mr.  Prentice  was  transferred  to  Dunmanway  .District  Model  School,  to 
act  in  a  similar  capacity  in  August;  and  Mr.  Boyd's  appointment  dated 
from  Ist  September. 
Number  of  pupils  examined,  and  number  who  answered  satisfa^ctoVily : 

No. 

oxunined. 

63       Able  to  read  the  Second  Book  or  Sequel,  with  toler- 
able accuracy,     .... 
63  ,»  M  ease  and  correctness, 

43  >,        Third  and  higher  Books  with  ease  and  in- 

telligence, .... 

63  ,,        distinguish  the  Parts  of  Speech, 

43  „        parse  and  apply  the  rules  of  Syntax, 

63  »>        trace  Blank  Maps  and  answer  fairly  on 

Local  Geography, 
43  M        answer  satisfactorily  on  Mathematical  and 

Physical  Geography, 
43  >*        write  a  sentence  from  dictation  with  toler- 

able accuracy,    . 
43  „  «    »*  readiness  and  correctness, 

106  „        write  fairly*  .... 

106  »,        write  a  good  hand  with  ease  and  neatness  of 

execution,  .  .  .  .31      29*2 

63  „        write  from  dictation  and  solve  pretty  cor- 

rectly, questions  in  the  Simple  Hules  of 
Arithmetic,  .  .    21      SS*S 

48  ,,  ,«  and  solve  with  readiness 

exercises  in  Proportion,  Practice  and 
Commercial  Arithmetic, 
106  ,}        answer  readily   in  the  first  ten  rules  of 

Mental  Arithmetic, 
]  06-       Possessing  a  respectable  knowledge  of  the  Spelling- 

Book  Superseded, 
63  ,f  M  Natural  History, 

53  Fairly  acquainted  with  sketches  of  Ancient,  Mo- 
dem, and  English  History,  .  / 
27  M  Mensuration  of  Plane  Superficies, 
27  „  of  first  four  sets  of  Book-keeping, 
43  „  Easy  Lessons  on  Money  Matters, 
12  ,,  t>  Reasoning,  (6  Lessons) 
27  Able  to  demonstrate  either  the  whole  or  portions 
of  the  Pirst  and  Second  Books  of  Euclid, 
12           „        solve  Simple  Equations,      . 


No. 

PropoitiM 
perceat. 

33 
18 

62-4 
286 

14 
34 
21 

32-3 
64  0 

48-8 

45 

71-4 

29 

67-5 

10 

so 

61 

232 
69*8 
481 

33 

76-7 

36 

33-0 

32 
22 

30-2 
41-6 

89 

21 
19 
26 

7 

73-6 
77-7 
70-4 
681 
68-3 

20 
8 

74-1 
26-0 
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The  foregoing  tables  of  proficiency  cannot  but  be  considered  satisfac-  Afpbidix  0. 
lory,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  subjects  ordinarily  taught  in  well  j  pJZ^  ^^ 
organized  and  well  conducted  National  Schools.    Thanks,  however,  to  Dittrict  Model 
the  great  zeal  and  indefatigable  industry  of  the  late  Inspector  of  this  Sehoolt 
District,  Edward  S.  Clarke,  Esq.,  m.d.,  M.it.LA.,  an  education  has  been  ^^i^^^ 
superadded  of  a  higher  order,  for  the  advantage  of  the  two  senior 
cLosses  in  the  Boys'  School,  and  the  Pupil-Teachers  in  training.     They 
are  taught  to  observe,  reflect  upon,  and  draw  conclusions  n'om,  the 
homely  phenomena  that  surround  them  every  hour.     They  are  not  only 
made  familiar  with  all  that  is  contained  in  their  daily  reading  books, 
which  after  twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age,  the  pupils  will  probably 
read   no  more ;  but,  by  means  of  Dr.  Clarke^s  admirably  practical 
lessons,  they  have  mastered  the  elementary  principles  of  the  physical 
and  applied  sciences,  and  acquired  a  power  to  read  the  noble  and  inei- 
hanstible  book  which  will  be  spread  before  them  while  they  live.   Very 
considerable  progress,  too,  has  been  made  in  these  subjects,  and  a  slo- 
venly and  careless  inaccuracy  has  anxiously  been  guarded  against,  as 
we  are  well  aware  that  no  attempt  at,  or  even  success  in,  extra  branches 
can  at  all  compensate  for  deficiency  in  the  ordinary  subjects  of  elementary 
instruction.     In  point  of  £Mt,  we  have  observed  that  the  commence-  ^ 

raent  of  a  new  branch  of  study  affords  a  stimulus  for  enlarged  informa- 
tion in  the  subjects  previously  taught — so  much  so,  that  it  seems  an 
axiom,  the  more  extras  there  may  be  taught  in  a  School,  the  more  there 
will  be  learnt  of  ordinary  things. 

Beingfullyaware,  from  having  been  frequently  present  at  Dr.  Clarke's 
lectures,  of  the  great  pains  he  had  taken,  not  only  with  the  pupils, 
bnt  also  to  prepare  the  Teachers  to  continue  this  instruction,  when  he 
should  proceed  to  some  of  the  other  Model  Schools  already  established, 
for  the  purpose  of  introducing  a  similar  course  of  study  there,  we 
asked  him  to  draw  up  a  prospectus  of  the  extent  to  which  he  thought 
the  boys  of  Fourth  and  Fifth  Classes  were  prepared  to  be  examined 
practioUly  on  these  subjects,  which  we  embodied  in  the  following  notifi- 
cation to  the  friends  of  the  pupils  and  the  public  generally,  issued 
previously  to  holding  the  public  examinations : — 

Public  Examination  by  the  Teachers. — Besides  a  much  greater  num- 
ber of  the  friends  and  relatives  of  the  pupils  than  could  oe  accommo- 
dated, owing  to  the  too  limited  extent  of  the  schoolrooms,  we  observed 
present  Colonel  Phipps,  j.p.  ;  Mrs.  Phipps  and  party ;  Percy  Gough, 
Esq.,  J.p. ;  Dr.  Phelan,  j.p.  ;  John  Luther,  Esq.,  j.p.,  and  Mrs.  Luther; 
John  Hackett,  Esq.,  j.p.,  and  Mrs.  Hackett ;  W.  L.  Hackett,  Esq., 
Barrister ;  Mrs.  Mandeville,  Castle  Anner ;  Mrs.  Kiall  and  party,  Anna- 
ville  ;  the  Misses  Malcolmson,  and  several  ladies  belonging  to  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends ;  William  Malcolmson,  Esq.,  Portlaw ;  Rev.  John 
Baldwin,  p.p.  ;  Rev.  P.  Meany ;  Rev.  D.  Crotty ;  Rev.  W.  Shanahan  ; 
Rev.  M.  Murphy  ;  Rev.  James  Orr  and  Mrs.  Orr ;  Rev.  John  Dill; 
Joseph  Clibborn,  Esq. ;  Benjamin  Grubb,  Esq. ;  Joshua  Grubb,  Esq. ; 
Dr.  Scully ;  Wilson  Kennedy,  Esq. ;  Isaac  M^Lochlin,  Esq. ;  &c.,  Ac. 

First  Day. 

The  InfiEunts'  School  was  first  examined  by  its  highly  intelligent 
Teacher,  Mies  Denniston,  on  Reading,  Grammar,  Geography,  Mental 
Arithmetic,  and  Natural  History  ;  and  by  one  of  the  Monitresses,  Miss 
Anthony,  in  a  series  of  arithmetical  exercises  oxt  the  Arithmeticon,  or 
Ball-fnune.  Nothing  could  be  more  satis&ctory,  nor  did  any  thing 
appear  to  give  more  pleasure  to  the  visitors,  than  the  ready  and  -intel- 
ligent answering  of  the  pupils  of  this  interesting  School,  and  the  cheer- 
fid  and  tasteful  manner  in  which  they  sang  several  appropriate  airs. 

H  2 
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C^onmel, 


In  the  Girls'  School  the  pupils  in  Second  Book  of  Lessons  and 
Sequel  No  I.  were  examined  by  one  of  the  Monitressess,  Miss  Jane 
E.  Orr,  on  Mental  Arithmetic  and  the  Map  of  Ireland — Class  Sequel 
No.  II ,  and  First  Division  of  Third  Class,  by  Miss  M.  M.  Clarke,  on 
Reading,  Subject  of  Lesson,  Principles  of  SpeUing,  Map  of  Europe, 
and  Historical  Sketch  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. — Second  Division 
of  Third  Class  by  Miss  E.  Groves,  in  Selections  from  the  British  Poets, 
Vol.  I.,  Map  of  Palestine,  and  Scripture  History. 

A  few  airs,  selected  from  Hullah's  Manual,  were  then  sung,  with  a 
precision,  accuracy  of  time,  and  beauty  of  effect,  that  elicited  the  warm 
approbation  of  ail  present.  The  boys  of  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Classes 
were  then  brought  in,  and  examined  for  an  hour  by  Dr.  Clarke,  and 
his  Assistant,  Mr.  Francis  Earely,  on  subjects  selected  by  the  public 
from  the  preceding  progi-amme.  The  Head  Mistress,  Miss  Doyle,  next 
examined  the  girls  of  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Classes  in  Selections  from 
the  British  Poets,  Yul.  II.,  Mental  Arithmetic,  Writing  from  Dictation, 
and  Arithmetical  Calculations  on  slates.  The  last  hour  was  occupied 
by  Dr.  Clarke  and  his  Assistant  in  examining  the  pupils  of  the  Senior 
Classes  in  the  Boys^  School  on  Applied  Science. 


Second  Dat. 

The  entire  day  was  devoted  to  the  examination  of  the  pupils  of 
the  Boys'  School.  T.  Fitz<ierald,  Pupil-Teacher,  examined  Class  Sequel 
No.  II.  in  Reading,  Explanation  of  Words,  and  Subject  of  Lesson. 
P.  Hennessy,  the  Senior  Class,  on  Natural  History,  Arithmetical  Tables, 
and  the  Elementary  Rules  of  Arithmetic.  The  Third  Class  was  exa- 
mined by  J.  Murphy  in  the  Reading  Book  (page  132,  ibc),  the  Pro- 
ductions of  the  various  Countries,  and  Scripture  History ;  by  D.  Foley 
on  Arithmetic,  and  the  Historical  Sketch  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, as  given  in  Dr.  Sullivan's  Introduction  to  Geography  and  His- 
tory. The  Fourth  and  Fifth  Classes  were  examined  by  Mr.  Boyd, 
Assistant  Teitcher,  in  Mensuration,  Geometry,  and  Algebra;  by  Sir. 
Smyth,  Head  Master,  in  Book-keeping,  Reasoning,  and  Literary  Class- 
Book. 

In  order  that  the  public  and  friends  of  the  pupils  might  have  an 
opportunity,  under  the  various  heads  set  down  in  the  foregoing  pro- 
spectus, of  selecting  any  subject  there  named  upon  which  they  might 
desire  to  hear  the  pupils  examined,  the  visitors  were  requested  by  Dr. 
Clarke,  on  both  days,  to  mention  any  of  the  subjects  in  the  list ;  upon 
which  being  done,  that  subject  was  taken  up,  and  the  pupils  examined 
either  by  Dr.  Clarke  or  Mr.  Smyth.  This  fact  of  leaving  to  the  pub- 
lic the  selection  of  the  subjects  for  examination  bore  strong  evidence 
of  the  amount  of  confidence  Dr.  Clarke  placed  in  the  industry  and 
acquirements  of  the  pupils  whom  he  had  instructed.  Nor  was  he  dis- 
appointed— ^as  was  proved  by  the  perfect  ease  with  which  they  treated 
abstruse  questions  ;  the  self-possession  with  which  they  described  the 
working  of  the  steam-engine,  the  machinery  of  the  electric  telegraph  ; 
and  the  correctness  with  which  they  tested  various  mineral  ores,  and 
treated  of  their  nature,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  processes  of  Che- 
mistry might  be  employed  to  discover  their  uses  and  impurities.  The 
examination  on  the  History  of  Electricity,  the  several  parts  of  the 
electric  machine,  the  origin  and  improvements  in  Galvanism,  the 
leading  principles  of  Agricultural  Chemistry,  Mechanics,  Optics,  Geology, 
Physiology,  and  Comparative  Anatomy,  appeared  to  afford  surprise  and 
satisfaction  to  all  present. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  examination  the  succei^ul  candidates  for 
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honoars  were  called  forward  individually  by  the  Head  Inspector,  and  Appeifpix  G. 
Mrs.  Phlpps  presented  to  each  a  certificate  of  merit,  of  which  the  fol-  |  imports  on 

lowing  is  a  copy : —  District  Model 

Schooli. 

Olommel  DiflTEicT  Model  National  School.  rum^^ 

The  CommlMionenof  Kational  Education  have  awarded  a  Premium  of 
rank  to  for  distinguished  answering  in  Class, 

at  a  Vublic  Examination  held  in  these  Schools  on  day  of  , 

185    .by  the  Head  Inspector  and  the  Inspector  of  the  District.  • 


.  Head  Inspector, 
.  District  Intpector. 


The  rank  of  the  premium  was  determined  from  the  collective  answer- 
ing, and  adjudged  in  the  order  of  aggregate  merit — the  first  rank  in 
each  class  being  given  to  the  pupil  who  obtained,  at  the  preliminary 
examinations,  the  greatest  number  of  good  marks  on  all  the  subjects 
taught,  making  due  allowance  for  length  and  punctuality  of  attend- 
ance, as  well  as  good  conduct  for  the  past  year.  The  second  rank  was 
assigned  to  the  pupil  having  the  next  highest  number  of  good  marks, 
d^c.  ;  and  the  number  of  premiums  in  each  class  was  regulated  by  the 
number  of  pupils  constituting  that  class. 

A  few  days  after  the  examinations  we  distributed  among  those  who 
had  gained  certificates  of  merit  the  £15  granted  by  the  Commissioners 
for  premiums,  according  to  the  following  list  With  these  sums  the 
pupUs  have  bought  books,  &c.,  selected  by  their  parents  respectively, 
in  which  they  inserted  the  certificate  signed  by  us. 

Clonmel  Disteiot  Model  National  School. 

I7th  November,  1864. 

At  the  Private  Examinations,  held  by  the  Head  Inspector  and  the  Inspector  of 
the  District,  the  following  PupiU  have  been  returned  as  deserving  of  Pr^ 
miams  for  distinguitihed  answering  in  their  respective  classes: — 


Infant  Department. 
First  Class—First  Draft. 

Premiara. 

Patrick  Carroll,      .  First  Rank. 

Mary  Bradford,       .  ,, 

Margaret  Coonej,  .  „ 
Wilfiam  Whyte,     . 

Samuel  Legge,        .  Second  Bank. 

Mary  Callaghan,    .  „ 

Joseph  Ualiey,  „ 

Johanna  Cooney,   .  „ 

Patrick  Callaghan,  Third  Bank. 

John  Dogberty,      .  ,, 

Second  Draft, 

Robert  Milne,         .  Pirst  Rank. 

Alexander  Milne,  .  Second  Hank. 

Michael  Halley,     .  Third  Rank. 
James  Luther,       .  „ 

Kate  Meehan,        .  ,, 

Third  Draft. 

Rose  Casey,  .    First  Rank. 

Rebecca  Qraham,  .    Second  Rank. 

Second  Class, 
Anne  Carroll,         .     First  Rank. 
Grace  Orr,     .        .     Second  Rank. 

Sequel  No.  1. 
Anne  Daly,    .        .    First  Rank. 
Mary  Carey,  .        .    Second  Rank. 


Female  Department. 
Second  Class — Second  Division. 
Pramiam. 
Mary  A.  Lawler    .     First  Rank. 
Julia  Murphy         .     Second  Rank. 

First  Division. 
Johanna  Dwyer,    ,     First  Rank. 
Anne  Nash,  .        ,     Second  Rank. 

Sequel  No,  1. 
Mary  Guiton  .     First  Rank. 

Jane  O'Conueil,     .     Second  Rank. 
Anna  Log^e,  .    Third  Rank. 

Sequel  No,  2. 

Adelaide  Clarke  .  First  Rank. 

Kate  Ward,  .  .  Second  Rank. 

Margaret  Pi)pe.  .  Third  Rank. 

Ilannah  Mercer,  .  „ 

Third  Class — Second  Division, 

Anne  Meagher       .    First  Rank. 
-£ilen  Mason,  .     Second  Rank. 

Joyse  WiIkiu«on,   .    Third  Rank. 

First  Division. 
Kate  Bradford        .     I'irst  Kank. 
Jane  Groves,  .     Second  liuuk. 

Mary  Orr,      .        .    Third  Rank. 
Ellen  Wai'd,  .        .  „ 
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Fourth  and  Fifth  Classes. 


Arabella  Manning, 
Ellen  Lannen, 
Maria  Carroll, 
Alice  Ciid<lih\', 
Mary  M'Grath 


Preminm. 

First  liank. 
Second  Hank. 
Third  Rank. 


Plain  and  Fancy  Work. 
Arabella  Manning. 
Maria  Carroll. 
Ellen  Ward. 
Bridget  O'Donnell. 
Mary  M*Grath. 
Hannah  Hill. 
Honora  Butler. 


Male  Dispartment. 
Second  Class — Second  Division, 
Stephen  Aheame,  .    First  Rank. 
Edward  Fenneuj,      Second  Rank. 
Michael  Butler,      .    Third  Rank. 
Patrick  Denourty,  „ 

Fh^st  Division* 
William  Molony,    .    First  Rank. 
William  Dogherty,     Second  Rank. 
Edward  M  *Kenna,      Third  Rank. 

Sequel  No,  I. 
Wm.  Prendergast,     First  Hank. 
Thomas  Fahy,        .     Second  Hank. 
John  Burke,  .    Third  Rank. 

Sequel  No.  2 — TfUrd  Division. 
Thomas  Flynn,      .    First  Rank. 
William  White,      .     Second  Rank. 
William  Flynn,      .    Third  Rank. 

Second  Division. 
Thomas  Harrigan,      First  Rank. 
David  Orr,     .        .    Second  Rank. 


First  Division, 

Prcmiom. 

Charles  Qninn,  .  First  Rank. 

Richard  Costin,  .  Second  Kanlc. 

Richard  Casey,  .  Third  Rank. 

Patrick  Burke,  .  „ 

Third  Class-^Second  Division. 


Morgan  Jones, 
Daniel  Leader, 
Patrick  Halley, 
Thomas  Cooney,    . 
William  Murphy,  . 

First  Division. 


First  Rank. 
Second  Rank. 
Third  Rank. 


First  Bank. 
Second  Rank* 
Third  Rank. 


William  Hickey, 

John  Carroll, 

Robert  Slattery, 

Andrew  Milne,       .  ,, 

Michael  Maher,      .  ,, 

James  Pallisier,     .  ,, 

Edward  Dorney,   .  ,, 

Fourth  Class. 

John  Harrigan,      .  First  Rank. 

Greorge  Berney,      .  Second  Rank. 
Robert  Orr,            .  „ 

Francis  Jennings,  .  Third  Rank. 
John  Flynn,           .  „ 

Fifth  Class. 

Patrick  Carroll,      .  First  Rank. 
Frederick  Quinn,  .  ,, 

George  Bradford,  .  ,, 

Physical  and  Applied  Sciences 

Frederick  Quinn,  .  Firtt  l.'ank. 
Patrick  Carroll,      .  „ 

George  Bradford,  .  Second  Rank. 
John  Harrigan,      .  „ 

Francis  Jennings, .  „ 

Adam  Orr,     .        .  „ 

George  Berney,      .  Third  Bank. 
John  Flynn,           •  ,, 

Robert  Orr,  .  „ 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing  premiums,  Dr.  Clarke  gave  £1,  to  be 
distributed  to  the  following  pupils  : — to  P.  Carroll,  F.  Quinn,  G.  Brad- 
ford, J.  Harrigan,  F.  Jennings,  G.  Berney,  J.  Flynn;  and  presented 
to  Adam  Orr  StOckhardt's  Principles  of  Chemistry ;  to  Robert  Orr, 
Agassiz  and  Gould's  Comparative  Physiology. 

Several  pieces  of  vocal  music  were  sung  on  both  days,  by  a  select 
dass  of  the  best  voices  from  the  boys*  and  girls'  schools ;  and  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  distribution  of  the  certificates  of  merit,  the  National 
Anthem  was  sung  in  the  most  impressive  manner  by  the  pupils  of  the 
three  Schools — boys,  girls,  and  infants ;  after  which  those  present 
formed  tliemselves  into  a  public  meeting,  when  the  following  resolutions 
were  proposed,  and  unanimously  adopted. 

We  beg  to  submit  them  as  deserving  the  early  attention  and  favour- 
able consideration  of  the  Board — more  particularly  as  the  educational 
wants  of  the  people  of  Clonmel  here  referred  to,  and  the  enlargement  of 
the  establishment,  have  long  since  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  tiie 
Commissioners,  in  the  past  Annual  Reports  on  this  School. 

James  J.  Shbb,  Esq.,  Coroner,  in  the  Chair. 

Proposed  by  Rev.  John  Baldwin,  p.p.,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Samuel 
Bradford : — 
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**  Resolred — That  we,  the  parents  of  the  pupils  and  the  Mends  of  this  Institu-  Appbndix  O. 

tMB^have  witnessed  with  great  satisfaction  the  excellent  answering  at  the  public  

exsniinations,  and  hare  much  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  high  efficiency  J;. *^P®'*1  ^" , 
of  the  Clomuel  Model  Schools."  Sch^U.^^ 

Proposed  by  William  Malcomson,  Esq.,  Porilaw,  and  seoonded  by        —- 
Joseph  Clibborn,  Esq.,  Clonmel :—  Cf^nmei. 

'*  Resolved — ^That  we  beg  most  respectfully  to  represent  to  the  Commissioners 
of  National  Education,  through  their  officers  now  jpresent,  the  urgent  necessity 
that  exists  for  increased  school-room  accommodation,  and  especially  for  a  haU. 
or  lecture  room  suited  for  such  public  examinations." 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Thomas  Pomey,  Honorary  Secretary  to  the 
Mechanics'  Institute,  Clonmel,  and  seconded  by  Kev.  James  Orr : — 

**  Ke8olved->-That,  whUe  we  beg  to  express  our  thanks  to  the  officers  generally 
for  their  great  urbanity  and  attention  to  the  inter&^tsof  this  Institution,  we  feel 
adled  on  especially  to  record  our  deep  obligations  to  Dr.  Clarke,  for  hid  untiring 
zeal  and  energy  in  imparting  the  most  useful,  scientific,  and  practical  informa- 
tion, and  so  successfully  that  he  has  established  a  study  of  the  physical  and 
appUed  sctences  as  a  permanent  branch  of  school  education." 

Proposed  by  Bev.  John  Dill,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  John  Harrigan : — 

"  Besolved— That  in  order  to  complete  the  efficiency  and  extend  the  utility  of 
such  schools,  we  most  earnestly  pray  the  Commissioners  to  supply  the  want  so 
much  felt  by  the  public,  by  adding  Classics  to  their  course  of  instruction ;  and 
thus  make  their  system  worthy  of  its  name,  and  yet  more  to  be  conducive  to 
the  interests  of  the  nation." 

Sir  Eobert  Kane,  f.b.s.,  m.b.i. a.,  President  of  Queen's  College,  Cork, 
in  the  first  number  of  '*  The  Journal  of  Industrial  Progress  " — in  the 
opening  article — "On  the  uses  op  Industrial  Exhibitions: — The 
Great  Industrial  Exhibition  of  1853,  and  its  injluence  upon  the  Develop-' 
ment  of  Industry  in  Ireland^* — ^makes  allusion  to  this  School  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms  : — 

"  The  progress  of  industry  in  Ireland  will  be  found  specially  facilitated  by  the 
admirable  training  which  the  young  people  of  the  labouring  and  artizan  class  are 
now  receiving  in  the  primary  National  Schools.  This  education,  it  must  bs 
recollected,  is  not  by  any  means  confined  to  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic, 
bnt  embraces  by  the  lesson-books,  and  otherwise,  the  elements  of  natural  philo- 
sophy and  physical  science,  general  notions  of  political  economy,  and  other 
EQbjects  of  practical  interest,  together  with  (in  the  higher  schools)  the  elements 
of  drawing,  of  agriculture,  and  (for  females)  of  embroi<lery.  To  this  nothing 
exists  equal  in  Great  Britain,  and  scarcely  in  Europe ;  and,  moreover,  in  what 
are  called  the  Model  Schools,  originally  intended  as  model  primary  schools,  but 
vbich  have  become  really  secondary  schools  of  a  very  high  class^as,  for  instance, 
in  Clonmel — ^the  instruction  given  furnishes  the  sons  of  the  middle  class  with  the 
best  and  most  practical  education  that  can  be  had  anywhere  for  a  mercantile 
career,  when  the  parents  do  not  propose  putting  the  boy  through  a  complete 
unlTcrsity  course." 

To  this  Keport  are  appended  Tables  showing  the  occupation  of  the 
papils  at  each  of  the  Schools,  and  the  courses  of  studj  appointed  for 
the  Pupil- Teachers  and  Paid-Monitresses,  together  with  the  dietary  of 
the  former. 

We  hare  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  serrauts^ 

Timothy  Sheahan,  Head  Inspector, 
EuoEKB  A.  CoNWBLL,  District  Inspector. 
The  Secretaries, 
Education  Otiice. 
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Appendix  O.  Progbamme  of  Subjects  upon  which  the  Pupils  of  the  Boys'  School 
I.  Reports  on  hsLve  been  prepared  to  be  examined. 

Schools.  Second  Class, — Lowest  Division,  lately  removed  from  First  Book. 

Reading  :  first  eight  Lessons  in  Second  Book.       Spelling :  the   words 

CUmmtl,  occurring  in  Lessons.     Grammar  :  an  attempt  to  distinguish  the  article, 

noun,  and  verb.  Geography  :  outlines  of  Map  of  the  World.  Arith- 
metic :  to  six  times  in  Multiplication  Table ;  a  little  of  the  useful 
Tables,  viz. r— Time,  Money,  Avoirdupois  Weight,  and  Measure  of  Ca- 
pacity; to  add  up  easy  sums  on  black  board — not  able  to  make  figure* 
or  work  yet  on  slates.  Writing  :  all  at  the  merest  elements  of  writing; 
write  on  paper. 

N.B. — The  children  of  this  class  are  only  prepared  for  a  very  easy 
examination  on  the  above  subjects. 

SecondClass  (2nd  Division), — Reading;  to  tenth  Lesson  in  Section  2nd 
of  Second  Book.  Spelling  :  the  wordo  occurring  in  Lessons.  Grammar : 
article,  noun,  adjective,  and  verb,  parts  of  speech  as  they  occnr  in 
Lessons.  Geography  :  Outlines  of  Map  of  World.  Arithmetic  :  Nota- 
tion and  Numeration  to  millions'  place.  Simple  Addition  (easy  exer- 
cises) ;  Multiplication  Tables ;  Tables  of  Time,  Money,  Avoirdupois 
Weight,  Capacity.  Writing  :  all  write  large-hand — a  few  commenced 
in  round-hand 

Class  Sequel  No,  1,  lately  removed  from  Second  Book — Reading ; 
Lesson  Book  to  page  44,  first  six  Lessons.  Spelling  :  Words  of  Lessons, 
and  first  ten  columns  in  First  Part,  Spelling  Book  Superseded.  Gram- 
mar :  the  parts  of  Speech,  as  thoy  occur  in  Lessons.  Geography  :  Map 
of  World,  Natural  Divisions,  &c.  Arithmetic :  easy  exercises  in  Addi- 
tion, Subtraction,  and  Multiplication  ;  easy  sums  in  Short  Division 
(Division  to  five  times);  commenced  doing  a  little  in  Addition  of 
Money.  Tables  :  same  as  Second  Class.  Writing  :  all  write  round* 
hand  on  paper,  and  make  a  good  attempt  at  copying  from  Lesson  Book 
on  slates, 

Class  Sequel  No,  3  {Lowest  Division), — Reading  :  to  page  63.  SpeU 
ling  :  words  in  Lessons,  and  First  Part  of  Spelling  Book  Superseded, 
Grammar  :  Parts  of  Speech  of  words  in  Lessons.  Geography  :  World, 
Europe,  Africa,  Ireland.  Arithmetic :  Simple  Rules,  Addition  and 
Subtraction  of  Money ;  commenced  Compound  Multiplication.  Tables: 
same  as  2nd  Sequel  No.  1  Classes,  but  better  prepared.  Writing  :  all 
write  a  good  round  small-hand. 

Glass  Sequel  No.  2  {Second  Division). — Reading  :  to  page  55,  SpeU 
ling  :  words  as  they  occur  in  Lessons.  First  part  of  Spelling  Book 
Superseded.  Grammar  :  the  whole  of  the  parts  of  speech,  and  to  page 
47  in  Sullivan's  Grammar  (large  type).  Geography :  the  World, 
Europe,  Ireland.  7'ext  of  Geography  to  Europe — ^a  little  of  the  British 
Islands  and  of  Palestine.  Arithmetic :  Simple  Rules,  and  to  Compound 
Multiplication  in  Compound  Rules.  Tables  :  they  know  most  of  the 
tables  in  small  book.  Writing  :  all  write  small-hand  on  paper,  and 
write  from  dictation  the  lessons  they  read.  Zoology  :  Patterson's  sheets^ 
'*  7ertebrated  Animals."  History :  nearly  all  know  fairly  the  historical 
sketch  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Class  Sequel  (Highest  Division). — Reading  :  any  portion  of  Sequel. 
Spelling  :  words  of  Lessons  and  First  and  Second  Parts  of  Spelling  Book 
Superseded.  Grammar  :  all  the  parts  of  speech,  and  to  page  60  in 
Sullivan's  Grammar,  large  text,  (know  small  text  nearly  to  page  40). 
Geography :  same  as  first  Division,  but  know  details  much  better. 
Geography  of  British  Islands.  &c.  Arithmetic  :  all  Simple  and  Cora«. 
pound   Rules  ;  are  beginning   easy   exercises   in    Simple  Proportion. 
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Writing :  all  write  small-hand  on  paper,  and  sentences  from  dictation  Apfendix  U. 
from  Reading  Lessons.     History  :  Historical  Sketch  of  Great  Britain  i.  R«]K»rtsoit 
and  Ireland.       Zoology :  The  Sheets  (Patterson's)  Nos.  1  and  2  "  Yer-  District  Model 
tebrated  "  and  "  Invertebrated  animals."  Schools^ 

Clcus  Third  Book  {Lowut  Division). — Reading  ; — Third  Book  to  cUmmel. 
page  200.  Spelling  :  First,  Second,  and  Third  ParU  of  Spelling- 
Book,  and  Rules  for  Spelling.  Grammar  :  can  parse  easy  sentences 
oat  of  the  reading  Lessons,  and  know  text  of  Grammar  (Sullivan's)  to 
end  of  verb.  Geography  :  Maps  of  World,  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  Ame- 
rica, England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  Palestine,  Outlines  of  Ancient  World. 
Arithmetic :  Simple  Proportion  and  Fractions.  Writing  :  all  write 
small-hand  on  paper.  History  :  Historical  Sketch  of  British  Islands, 
and  a  little  of  outline  of  Ancient  History.  Zoology :  Patterson's  Sheets. 
Physiology  :  Diagrams  on  circulation,  digestion,  <bc. 

C/a«  Third  Boffk J  (Highest  Division), — Reading:  any  portion  of  Third 
Book.  Spelling  :  First  Four  Parts  of  Spelling  Book  buper8ede<l;  Rules 
for  Spelling  ;  prefixes,  affixes,  and  roots  of  most  of  words  in  Lessons. 
Grammar  :  can  parse  with  Syntax,  and  know  to  end  of  verb  in  text  of 
Gi-ammar  (^Sullivan's).  Geography  ;  same  as  Lower  Division.  Arith- 
metic ;  Simple  and  Compound  Proportion,  Fractions,  Practice,  aud  Tare 
and  Tiet.  Mensuration  t  easy  rules  in  Plane  Superficies.  Writing  ; 
all  write  small-hand.  History :  same  as  Lower  Division.  Zoology : 
same  as  Lower  Division.     Physiology  :  Ditto. 

Class  Fourth  and  Fifth  Books. — Reading:  any  portion  of  Fourth 
Book — and  in  Fifth  Book  the  subjects  of  Mechanics,  Astronomy, 
Optics,  Physiology,  Literary  Class  Book,  and  most  of  the  Lessons. 
Gramniar  :  to  parse  most  of  the  Lessons  they  have  read  over  ;  most  of 
the  text  in  Sullivan's  Grammar ;  Figures  of  Rhetoric,  Orthography, 
and  Syntax.  Spelling :  the  greater  part  of  Spelling  Book ;  Latin 
and  Greek  roots,  prefixes,  affixes.  Rules  for  Spelling,  <jfc  Geography : 
same  as  Third  Book  Classes.  Arithmetic  :  nearly  the  whole  of  Thomp- 
son's Arithmetic.  Algebra  :  Simple  and  Quadratic  E(|uations.  Mensura- 
tion ;  Plane  Superficies.  Euclid :  nearly  all  know  First  and  Second  Books. 
Reasoning  :  First  eight  Lessons.  Geography  Generalized :  first  eight 
Chapters.  History :  Outlines  of  Ancient  and  Modem  History.  Zoology: 
Patterson's  Sheets.  Physiology  :  the  whole  oi  diagrams.  Natural 
Philosophy  :  Geology,  series  of  superposition ;  Steam  Engine,  &c.  Sec; 
Chemistry.  Book-keeping  :  first  five  sets  by  boys  of  Fifth  Book. 
Fourth  Book,  some  one  set,  some  second  and  third  sets. 

Terence  Smyth,  Teacher  of  Boys'  School, 
Joseph  Botd,  Assistant* Teacher. 


PaoofUVM^  of  the  Subjbots  upon  which  the  Pupils  of  the  Giri«b'  Schooii 
are  prepared  to  be  examined. 

Second  Class  {Lowest  Division). — Reading  :  Second  Book ;  Section 
first,  aud  explanation  of  each  lesson.  Spelling  :  any  words  occurring 
in  the  Lesson.  Grammar  :  To  distinguish  the  article,  noun,  verb,  and 
adjective.  Geography  :  Outlines  of  the  Map  of  World.  Arithmetic ; 
Notation  and  Numeration  to  six  places  of  digits,  and  to  work  easy  sums 
in  Addition.  Tables  :  Money,  Time,  Avoirdupois  Weight,  and  Measure 
of  Capacity.     Writing  :  all  write  hirge-hand  on  paper. 

Second  Class  {Highest  Division.) — Reading  :  First,  Second,  and  Third 
Sections  of  Second  Book,  and  explanation  of  each  Lesson.  Spelling : 
Pkrt  First  of  Spelling  Book  Superseded.     Grammar:  to  distinguish  all 
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Apkndix  G,  the  parts  of  speech.  Geography :  Maps  of  the  World,  Europe,  and 
I.  Rep«Tt8on  I^^<1-  Arithmetic:  dotation  and  numeration  to  billions;  Simple 
IVistrnt  Model  Addition  and  Snbtraction ;  to  add  and  subtract  mentally,  and  solve 
BehooU.  questions  in  the  first  and  second  rules  of  Mental  Arithmetic.      Tables: 

donflMtT         Multiplication  Table  to  twelve  times,  Tables  of  Money,  Time,  Avoirdu- 
pois Weight,  Long  Measure,  Cloth  Measure,  and  Measure  of  Capacity. 
.   Writing  :   all  write  small-hand  on  paper,  and  from   dictation,   tho 
names  of  the  days  of  the  week,  months  of  the  year,  and  dilBcult  words 
occurring  in  the  lessons. 

Cla^  Sequel  No,  1. — Beading  :  Lesson  Book  to  page  67,  and  expla^ 
nation  of  each  lesson.  Spelling  :  Part  First  of  Spelling  Book  Super- 
seded. Grammar :  can  refer  words  to  the  parte  of  speech,  tell  the 
Qumber  and  person  of  nouns  and  pronoun e,  and  compare  adjectives. 
Geography  :  Maps  of  the  World,  Europe,  and  Ireland.  Arithmetic  : 
can  work  exercises  in  Addition^  Subtraction,  and  Multiplication,  are 
just  commencing  Division,  and  know  three  rules  of  Mentsd  Arithmetio. 
Tables  :  same  as  Second  Clajss.  Writing :  all  write  small-hand  on 
paper,  and  can  write  from  dictation  an  easy  sentence  from  Lesson  Book, 
Class  Sequel  1^0.2. — Reading:  LesspnBook  to  page  110,  and  explanation 
of  each  lesson.  Spelling :  Spelling  Book  Superseded  ;  First  and  Second 
parts  of  "  Verbal  Distinctions,"  and  three  rules  for  spelling,  with  the 
exceptions.  Grammar :  have  learned  the  large  text  in  Board  s  Grammar 
to  page  80,  and  can  parse  sentences  Etymologically.  Geography :  Maps 
of  the  World,  Europe,  Ireland,  and  America,  and  are  familiar  with  the 
names  of  the  circles  on  the  Map  of  the  World.  Arithmetic :  the  Simple 
Bules  (with  the  exception  of  Long  Division)  and  easy  exercises  in  Com- 
pound Addition  and  Subtraction,  three  rules  of  Mental  Arithmetic,  and 
all  the  Tables.  Writing:  small-hand  on  paper,  and  from  dictation, 
sentences  from  any  of  the  Lessons. 

Third  Ctuss  (Lowest  Divisum)^ — Reading:  Lesson  Book  to  page  55, 
and  explanation  of  each  Lesson;  prefixes,  roots,  and  affixes  as  they  occur 
in  the  Lessons.  Spelling  :  Spelling  Book  Superseded,  "  Verbal  Distinc- 
tions" to  page  74,  and  four  rules  for  spelling,  with  their  accompanying* 
exercises  and  exceptions.  Grammar :  Sullivan's  Grammar  to  page  45, 
and  to  parse  sentences  Etymologically.  Geography :  Maps  of  the  World, 
Europe,  Ireland,  and  America,  and  two  chapters  of  the  Geography 
Generalised.  History  :  Historical  Sketch  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
as  given  in  the  *.* Introduction  to  Geography  and  History."  Arithmetic: 
Compound  Rules,  Reduction,  and  easy  exercises  in  Simple  Proportion, 
and  ive  rules  of  Mental  Arithmetic.  Writing :  to  write  any  sentence 
dictated  from  the  Third  Book. 

J^hird  Glass  (Highest  Division), — Reading :  Lesson  on  Natural  History, 
Scripture  History  and  Descriptive  Geography ;  also  some  pieces  from 
Vol.  II.  of  "  Selections  from  the  Britisn  roets ;"  prefixes,  roots,  and 
affixes,  as  they  occur  in  the  Lessons.  Spelling :  Spelling  Book  Super* 
iseded,  *'  Verbal  Distinctions,"  and  can  spell  and  tell  the  meaning  of  the 
words  given  in  the  first  nine  columns  of  the  "  Difficult  Words  ;"  points 
out  the  exemplifications  of,  and  exceptions  to,  all  the  Rules  for  Spelling, 
as  they  are  met  in  the  Lessons.  Grammar :  can  parse  sentences  Syntac- 
tically, and  know  Sullivan's  Grammar  to  page  59.  Geography:  Maps 
of  the  World,  Europe,  Ireland,  America,  Asia,  and  Palestine,  and  four 
chapters  of  the  Geography  Generalized.  History:  same  as  Lowest 
Division.  Arithmetic :  Compound  Rules,  Reduction  and  Simple  Pro- 
portion ;  and  nine  rules  of  Mental  Arithmetic.  Writing :  to  write  from 
dictation  any  poem  or  lesson  from  Third  Book. 

Fourtli  and  Fifth  Gl<uses. — Reading:  the  whole  of  Lesson  Book,  and 
have  commenced  to  read  the  Literary  Class  Book,  and  Selections  from 
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the  British  Poets,  Vol  I.  and  IL     Acquainted  with  the  Greek,  Latin,  Awmdix  G. 
and  Saxon  prefixes,  roots,  and  affixes,  ajs  they  occur  in  the  Lessons,  and  t  h.""^ 
are  acquainted  with  the  most  important  lessons  in  the  Finchley  Manual,  Diatnet  M^^l 
I^o.  III.  of  Household  Work.     Spelling:  all  the  Spelling  Book  Super-  Schools, 
seded,  except  the  rules  for  Orthoepy.     Grammar :  are  acquainted  with  nummdT 
the  whole  of  Sullivan's  Grammar;  can  parse  the  poetical  pieces  in 
Pourtli  Book,  and  are  familiar  with  the  figures  of  speech.     Geography:  . 
the  first  six  chapters  of  the  Geography  Generalized ;  Maps  of  the  Con- 
tinents and  British  Islands,  Ancient  and  Sacred  Geography.     History : 
Historical  Sketch  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  part  of  the  Ancient 
History,  from  the  <' Introduction  to  Geography  and  History.**    Arith- 
metic :  Proportion  (Simple  and  Compound),  Practice,  Fractions,  and 
twelve  rules  of  Mental  Arithmetic.     Writing:  to  write  from  dictation 
a  poem  or  lesson  from  any  of  the  books. 

Marianne  Dotla,  Teacher  of  Girls*  School. 


Infant  Du>artmknt. 
Programme  of  Subjects  tauoht  in  Classes. 

First  Book  (la  2>ra/0.— Reading :  First  Section  of  First  Book  of 
Lessons.  Spelling :  all  the  words  that  occur  in  the  lessons.  Grammar: 
can  distinguish  nouns.  Geography :  Divisions  of  Land  and  Water. 
Arithmetic:  Addition,  with  Arithmeticon. 

Second  Draft, — Reading :  Second  Section  of  First  Book  of  Lessons: 
Spelling:  any  difficult  words  in  the  Lessons.  Grammar:  can  point  out 
articles  and  nouns.  Geography:  Outlines  of  the  Map  of  the  World  ; 
chief  cities  and  countries  of  Europe.  Arithmetic :  commencing  Addition 
ou  slates.     Writing:  large-hand  on  slates. 

Third  iVq/i.— Reading:  Third  Section  of  First  Book  of  Lessons. 
Spelling:  all  the  words  in  the  Lessons.  Grammar:  can  distinguish 
articles,  nouns,  and  yerbs,  as  they  occur  in  the  Lessons.  Geography: 
Maps  of  the  World  and  Europe.  Arithmetic :  can  write  down  three 
places  in  the  period  of  digits  j  simple  exercises  in  Addition  and  com- 
mencing Subtraction  mentally.  Tables:  Time  and  Cloth  Measure. 
Writing :  on  slates  and  ou  paper. 

Second  Book. — Reading :  any  Lesson  to  page  29.  Spelling :  all  words 
in  the  Lessons  of  one  or  more  syllables.  Explanation :  well  acquainted 
with  the  subjects  of  the  Lessons.  Grammar :  able  to  point  out  articles, 
nouns,  verbs,  and  adjectiyes.  Geography:  Maps  of  the  World,  Europe, 
and  Ireland.  Natural  History:  an  elementary  knowledge  of  the  Ani- 
mal Kingdom.  Tables:  Avoirdupois  weight.  Time,  Measure  of  Capa- 
city, and  as  far  as  five  times  in  Multiplication  and  Pence  Tables. 
Arithmetic:  Notation  and  Numeration  to  hundreds  of  thousands.  Addi- 
tion, Subtraction  and  Multiplication,  mentally  and  on  slates.  Writing: 
on  slates  and  on  paper. 

Sequel  No,  1. — Reading:  all  the  Lessons  to  page  57.  Spelling:  four 
columns  of  Spelling  Book  Superseded.  Part  First,  and  difficult  words 
in  the  Lessons.  Explanation:  are  familiar  with  the  subject  of  each 
lesson.  Grammar:  can  distinguish  all  the  parts  of  speech.  Geography: 
Maps  of  the  World,  Europe,  and  Ireland.  Natural  History:  can  tell  the 
different  classes  of  Vertebrate  and  Invertebrate  Animals;  Tables: 
Ayoirdupois  weight,  Time,  Measure  of  Capacity,  and  as  far  as  nine 
times  in  Multiplication  and  Pence  Tables.  Arithmetic:  First  Rule  of 
Mental  Arithmetic ;  Notation  and  Numeration  to  billions ;  Addition, 
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AppjqidixG.  Sabtraction,  Mdtiplication  and  Division,  mentally  and  on  slates. 
I.  Report!  OB    Writing:  on  slates  and  on  paper. 

Diitnct  Model  Gallery  Leuom. — Any  of  the  following  subjects  : — "The  Whale," 
SchooU^  "The  Crocodile/'  "The  Tortoise,"  "The  Cow,"  "The  Lion,"  "The 
Ooimel.  Camel,"  "  The  Ostrich,"  "  The  different  classes  of  Vertebrate  and  Inver- 

tebrate Animals ;"  Descriptive  Geography,  as  "  The  Three  Kingdoms 
in  Nature,"  "The  Seasons,"  "The  Solar  System;"  "Song  of  the 
Trades,"  "  The  Seed,"  "  Denominations  of  Land  and  Water,  Ac.," 
"Geometrical   Lines,"  "Object  Lessons,"  "  Ball  Frame." 

Pieces  far  Sinking. — "  What  are  the  wild  waves  saying?"  "  Hours  of 
Happy  Childhood,"  "  Happy  Home,"  "Sister,  awake,"  "The  Mineral 
Kingdom,"  "  The  Lark,"  "Manual  Exercises." 

Ellen  J.  Dennibton. 
Teacher  of  In&nts'  School. 


Time  Table  of  Clonmel  District  Model  School. 
BoTs'  Department. 

General  instruction  begins  at  10^  o*clock,  and  ends  at  3  o'clock,  on 
the  following  days: — Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday. 
On  Friday  general  instruction  begins  at  11  o*c1ock,  and  ends  at  3 
bVlock*  On  Saturday  general  instruction  begins  at  10  o'clock,  and 
ends  at  12  o'clock. 

Occupation  op  School  Time. 
Monday. 


Tim«. 


lit  Book. 


Slid  Book. 


SeqaeL 


3rd  Book.      I  4th  Je  6th  Booka. 


10^  to  11 

11    toU^ 
m  to  12 


Lessons  pre-  '  Lessons  pre-  I  Lessons  pre-  i      Wxitbg. 


pared  at  home. 

Reading, 

Writing, 


Reading. 
Writing. 

12   to  12^   i   Oeogtaphj.       Geography. 
12i  to    1     j  15m.  Writing.  15m. Dictation 


pared  at  home,  pared  at  home. 


Reading. 
Writing. 

Qeography. 
15m.  Dictation. 


1  to  H 
l|to  2 

2  to  21 
Sjto  3 

S   to  4 


15m.  Reading.  15m.  Reading.  15m.  Reading. 


Plaj. 

Arithmetic. 


Play. 
Arithmetic. 


Do.  &  Tables.    Do.  &  Tables. 


PUy. 
Arithmetic. 

Do.  &  Tables. 


I 


I    Geography. 

{  Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 

Ajithmetic. 

Do. 

PUy. 

Reading  Select 
ish  Poets  or 
Book. 

Drawing. 

Do. 


Reading  and  |  Reading  and     Reading  and  ; 
Grammar.         Grammar.         Grammar.     ' 


Draw  ing  for  Pupil  |  Teachers  and  Select  CUms. 


Writing. 

Geography. 

Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 

Arithmetic. 

Do. 


PUy. 

ions  from  Brit- 
Literary  CUsa 


Drawing. 
Do. 


10}  to  1) 
11    toll} 


Tuesday. 


Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 

Reading. 


pre-     Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 'pared  at  home.' 


Reading. 


Reading. 


Writing. 

Lessons  pre- 
Ipared  at  home. 


Writing. 

Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 
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TUESDAY— cotUmm^d. 


Time. 

lit  Book. 

2nd  Book. 

8«qiiel. 

3rd  Book. 
Arithmetic. 

Ill  to  12 

1 
Writing.      1      Writing. 

Writing. 

Algebra. 

12    tol2| 

Gbography.    j    Geography,    i    Geography. 

Do.  . 

Do. 

12}  to    1 

15m.  Writing.  l5m.Dictatio.i. 
15m.R«uiiDg.'15m.  Reading. 

15m.  Dictation. 
15m.  Reading. 

DieUtioB. 

Dictation. 

1     to    ]J 

Play. 

Play. 

PUy. 

Play. 

PUy. 

lito   2 

AritLmetic. 

Arithmetic. 

Arithmetic. 

Reading. 

rSubjects     of 

4th  and  &th 

.    Books,  and 

2   to   2} 

Do.  &  Tablet. 

Do.  &  Tables. 

Do.  &  Tables. 

1 

Physical 

and  Applied 
Science. 

2ito   3 

Reading,  &c. 

Reading,  &c. 

Reading,  &c. 

Singing. 

Singing. 

3   to   4 

Dnw 

ing  for  Pupil 

Teachen  and 

Select  ClaM. 
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Wednesday. 


lOi  to  1] 

Lessons  pro- 
pared  at  home. 

Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 

Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 

Writing. 

Writing. 

11    toll} 

Reading. 

Reading. 

Reading. 

Geography. 

Geography. 

ll}tol2 

Writing. 

Writing. 

Writing. 

Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 

Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 

12    tol2i 

Geography. 

Geography. 

Geography. 

Arithmetic. 

Arithmetic. 

12ito    1 

1 5  m.  Writing. 
15  m.  Reading. 

l5m.Dietation. 
15m.Grammar. 

15m.  Dictation. 
15m.Gnuumar. 

Do. 

Do. 

I    to    14 

Play. 

PUy. 

PUy. 

PUy. 

PUy. 

IJto   2 

Arithmetic. 

Arithmetic. 

Arithmetic. 

Reading  Select 
ish  Poets  and 
Book. 

ions  from  Brit- 
Literary  Clasa 

2    to   24 

Do.  &  Tables. 

Do.  &  Tables. 

Do.  &  Tables. 

Drawing. 

Drawing. 

2ito   3 

ReadinjT,  &c. 
General 

Reading,  &c. 
Lesson  and  D 

Reading,  &c. 
ismissed. 

Do. 

Do. 

3    to   4 

Drawing  for  Pupil 

Teachers  and 

Select  Class. 

Thursday.  • 


104  to  11 

Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 

Lessons  pre-     Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home,  pared  at  home. 

Writing. 

Writing. 

11    toll} 

Reading. 

Reading. 

Reading. 

Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 

Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 

114  to  12 

Writing. 

Writing. 

Writing. 

Arithmetic. 

Algebim. 

12   to  124 

Geography. 

Geography. 

Geography. 

Do. 

Do. 

124  to    1 

15m.  Dictation. 
15m.  Reading. 

15m.  Dictation. 
15m.  Readiug. 

15m.  Dictation. 
15m.  Reading. 

Dictation. 

Dictation. 

1  to  n 

PUy. 

#  PUy. 

PUy. 

PUy. 

PUy. 
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Occupation  of  School  Time — continued. 


Time. 

IttBook. 

Sad  Book. 

Sequel. 

1 
8rd  Book.        4rh  &  Mh  Books. 

lito    2 
2    to    2} 

Arithmetic. 
Do.  &  Tables. 

Arithmetic. 
Do.  &  Tables. 

Arithmetic. 
Do.  &  Tables. 

(Reading  and  1 
r  Grammar. 

'Physical  and 

Applied  Sci- 

'    ences,     and 

4th  and  5th 

.  Books. 

2|to    3 

Reading. 

Reading,  &c. 

Reading,  &c. 

Singing. 

Singing. 

3    to    4 

Draw 

ing  for  Pupil 

Teachers  and  Select  Class. 

I 

Friday. 


U    toU^ 

Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 

Lessons  pre> 
pared  at  hosM. 

Ijeesoiis  pi«> 
p««dathom«. 

Writing. 

Writing. 

Hi  to  12 

Reading. 

RMdiBg. 

Reading. 

Geography  and 

lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 

Geography  and 

lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 

»    tDl2| 

Writing. 

Writing. 

Writing. 

Arithmetic. 

Arithmetic. 

12ito    1 

lSm.Dictation. 
15m.  Reading. 

I. 5m.  Dictation. 
15m.  Reading 

15m.  Dictation. 
15m.  Reading. 

Do. 

Do. 

1    to    11 

Play. 

Play. 

Play. 

Play. 

Play. 

IJto   2 

Arithmetic. 

Arithm«tio. 

Arithmetic. 

Reading. 

Reading  in  4th 
&  5th  Books. 

2  to   2i 

Do.  &  Tables. 

Do.  &  Tables. 

Do.  &  Tables. 

Drawing. 

Drawing. 

2ito   3 

Reading,  &c. 

Reading,  &e. 

Reading,  &c. 

Do. 

Do. 

3   to   4 

Draw 

ing  for  Pupil 

Teachers  and 

Select  Class. 

Saturday. 


10   to  10^  I  Repetition  of 
week's  lessons. 


lOi  to  11 

11  to  Hi 
llito]2 

12  to    1 


Reading,  ftc. 

Writing. 

Mental  Arith- 
metic. 


Repetition  of 
week*s  lessons. 

Reading,  &c. 
Writing. 


Mental  Arith- 
metic. 


Repetition  of 
week's  lessons. 

Reading,  &c. 

Writing. 

Mental  Arith- 
metic. 


Writing. 


Repetition  of 
week*s  lessons. 

Geography  and 

Mental  Arith- 
metic 


Writing. 


Repetition  of 
week^s  lessons. 

Geography  and 

Mental  Arith- 
metic. 

Physical  &  Ap- 
plied Sciences, 
Diagrams,  and 
Experiments, 
&c. 


Bdiffious  Inttmetion  from  10  to  10^  o'clock  on  Monday,  Tuesday; 
Wednesday,  and  Thursday,  and  from  1 0  to  1 1  o'clock  on  Friday. 

Vacatums. — One  week  at  Easter,  three  weeks  at  Midsummer,  and 
one  week  at  Christmas. 

Rates  of  FaymerU. — 5«.,  2«.  6(f.,  and  Is.  \d.  per  quarter.  All  rate« 
to  be  paid  in  advance. 

Names  of  Teojchers, — Terence  Smyth,  Teacher  of  Boys'  School; 
Joseph  Boyd,  Assistant  Teacher. 
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GiBLs'  Depabtjcbnt. 

General  instruction  begins  at  10^  o'clock,  and  ends  at  3  o'clock,  on  I.  lUports  on 
the  following  days -.—Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday.  |^»^jJ^M«*«^ 
On  Friday  general  instruction  begins  at  11  o'clock,  and  ends  at  3       ^1!L. 
o'clock.     On  Saturday  general  instruction  begins  at  10  o'clock,  and  CUmmd. 
ends  at  12  o'clock. 


OccuPATioif  OF  School  Time. 
Monday. 


Time.       1      Snd  Book. 

Seqad. 

SrdBook. 

4th  Book. 

Ath  Book. 

lOi  to  11 

Writing  on 
Paper. 

Writing  on 
Paper. 

Arithmetic. 

Arithmetic. 

Arithmetic 

11    toll} 

ArithiiMtie. 

Arithmetic. 

Writing  on 
Paper. 

Dictation. 

Dictation. 

11}  to  12 

Lailons  pre- 
pared at  home. 

Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 

Dictation. 

Writing  on 
PapS. 

Writing  oa 
PapS. 

12    tol2| 

Play. 

Play. 

Play. 

PUy. 

Play. 

12}  to    1 

Geography. 

Geography. 

LesMna  pre- 
pared at  home. 

Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 

Letsona  pre- 
pared at  home. 

1    to    1} 

BeMiing. 

Reading. 

Geography. 

Geography. 

Geography. 

lito   2 

Grammar. 

Grammar. 

Reading. 

Reading. 

Reading. 

2    to   2} 

Needle-work. 

Needle-work. 

Needle-work. 

Needle-work. 

Needle-work. 

2}  to   3 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

3   to  4 

Draw 

ing  for  Paid  M 

onitresses  and 

Select  Claim. 

Tuesday. 


10}  to  11 

Writing  on 
Paper. 

Writing  qn 
Paper. 

Arithmetic 

Arithmetic 

Aiithnetie. 

11    toll} 

Arithmetic. 

Arithmetic. 

Writing  on 
Paper. 

Mental  Arith- 
metic 

Mental  Arith- 
metic 

11}  to  12 

Ijessonf  pre- 
pared at  home. 

Lessone  pre- 
pared at  home. 

Mental  Arith- 
metic. 

Writing  on 
Pa;;er. 

Writing  on 
Paper. 

12   to  12} 

Play. 

Play. 

Play. 

Play. 

PUy. 

12^  to    1 

Geography. 

Geography. 

Lessoni  pre- 
pared at  home. 

LesflonB  pre- 
pared at  home. 

LepBOQg  pre- 
pared at  home. 

1    to    1} 

Dictation. 

Dictation.     ;     Grammar. 

Parting. 

Parsing. 

l}to   2 

Reading. 

Reading. 

Geography. 

Reading. 

Reading. 

2   to   2} 

Drawing. 

Drawing. 

Drawiqg. 

Drawing; 

Drawing. 

2}  to   3 

Do. 

Do.          i          Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

3   to   4 

Draw 

ing  for  Paid  M  onitrcMM  and 

1 

Select  Clau. 

Wednesday. 


10}  to  11 
11    toll} 


Writing  on 
Pap«r. 

Arithmetic. 


Writing  on 
Paper. 

Arithmetic 


Arithmetic       Arithmetic 

Writing  on         Dictation. 
Paper. 


Ariihraetio. 
Dictation. 
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OoouPATioN  OF  School  Tihb — continued, 
W  ESiiHE&vtKy— continued. 


Time. 


11}  to  12 

12   to  12} 
12}  to    1 

I    tol} 
•   l}to   2 


2DdBook. 


S«qael. 


3rd  Book. 


4th  Book. 


MhBMk. 


2 

to 

21 

2J 

to 

3 

3 

to 

4 

Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 

PUy. 

Geography. 

Reading. 

Mental  Arith- 
metic. 

Needle-work. 

Singing. 

Draw' 


Lessons  pre- 
pared at  homo.' 

Play. 

Geography. 

Reading. 

Mental  Arith- 
metic. 

Needle-  work. 

Singing. 

ing  for  Paid  M 


Dictation. 

Play. 

Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 

Geography. 

Reading. 

Needlework. 

Singing, 
onitresses  and 


Lessons  pre-  t  Lessons  pre> 
pared  at  home,  pared  at  home. 


Writing  on 
Paper, 

Play. 


Writing  en 
Paper. 

Play. 


Ghography. 
Rea.ling. 


Geogxmpby. 


Needlework.    Needle  work. 


Singing. 
Select  Clav. 


I 


Singing. 


Thursday. 


10} 

to 

11 

11 

toll} 

11} 

to  12 

12 

to 

12} 

12} 

to 

1 

1 

to 

^ 

n 

to 

2 

2 

to 

2} 

n 

to 

3 

3 

to 

4 

Writing  on 
Paper. 

Arithmetic. 


Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 

Play. 

Geography. 

Dictation. 

Reading. 

Drawing. 

Do. 

Draw 


Writing  on 
Paper. 

Arithmetic. 


Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 

Play. 

Geography. 

Dictation. 

Reading. 

Drawing. 

Do. 


Arithmetic 


Writing  on 
Paper. 

Mental  Arith- 
metic. 

Play. 

Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 


Arithmetic.    '    Arithmetic. 


Mental  Arith- 
metic. 

Writing  on 
Paper. 

Pky. 

Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 


Mental  Arith- 
meiic. 

I    Writing  on 
I        Paper. 

I        PUy. 

Lessoni  pre- 
pared at  home. 


Parsing. 

Parsing. 

Parsing. 

1    Geography. 

Reading. 

Reading. 

1      Drawing. 

Drawing. 

Drawing. 

1          Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

onitresses  and 

Select  Glass. 

Friday. 


11    toll} 

Arithmetic. 

Arithmetic       Arithmetic. 

Dictation. 

Dictation. 

11}  to  12 

Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 

Lessons  pre-        Dictation, 
pared  at  home. 

Writing  on 
Paper. 

Writing  on 
Plsper. 

12   to  12} 

PUy. 

Play.                 Pky. 

PUy. 

Play. 

12}  to    1 

Geography. 

Geography.       Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 

1 

Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 

Lessons  pre- 
pared at  home. 

1    to    1} 

Reading. 

R<»ading.      \    Geography. 

Geography. 

Geography. 

l}to   2 

Grammar. 

Grammar.     !      Reading. 

Reading. 

Reading. 

2   to   2} 

Needle-work. 

Needle-work.    Needle-work. 

Needle-work. 

Needle-work. 

2}  to    3 

Singing. 

Singing.             Singing. 

Singing. 

Singing. 

3   to   4 

Diawjing  for  Paid  M  onitresses  and  Select  Class. 
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Occupation  of  School  Time — continued. 
Satxtrdat. 


Time. 

2nd  Book. 

Sequel.              Srd  Book. 

4th  Book. 

6th  Book. 

10    tolOi 

Repetition  of  |  Repetition  of 

week*tle«onfl., week's  leflsona. 

1 

Repetition  of 
week's  lessons. 

Repetition  of 
week's  lessons. 

Repetition  of 
weeVs  lessons. 

lOjtoll 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

11    to  11^ 

Reading. 

Reading. 

Mental  Arith- 
metic. 

Mental  Arith- 
metic. 

Mental  Arith- 
metic. 

lUtol2 

Gnunmv.    |    Gnunmw. 

Dictation. 

DieUtion. 

Dictation. 
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Religions  Imt ruction  from  10  to  10  J  o'clock  on  Monday,  Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  and  Thursday^  and  from  10  to  11  o'clock  on  Friday* 

Vacations. — One  week  at  Easter,  three  weeks  at  Midsummer,  and 
one  week  at  Christmas. 

JiaUs  of  Payment, — 58.,  2i.  6d.,  and  Is.  Id.  per  quarter.  All  rates 
to  be  paid  in  advance. 

J^ame  of  Teacher, — Mary  A.  Jones,  Teacher  of  Girls*  School 


Infants*  Dbfabticisnt. 

General  instruction  begins  at  10^  o'clock;  and  ends  at  3  o'clock^  on 
the  following  days: — Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday. 
On  Friday  general  instruction  begins  at  11  o'clock  and  ends  at  3 
o'clock.  On  Saturday  general  instruction  begins  at  10  o'clock,  and 
ends  at  12  o'clock. 

Occupation  of  School  Tixe. 


Time. 

IstClsss-^stDiTlsioo. 

litC]a«-2ndDiTison. 

2nd  Cliss. 

8«|«>1. 

10^  to  11 

Calling  Rolls  and  Singing  Hymns. 

11    toll} 

Roadinffand 

8pellmg. 

Reading  and 

Spellfng. 

Writing  on  Slates. 

Writing  4>n  Slates. 

lUtol2 

Arithmetic 

Writing  on  Slates. 

^ar 

^&r' 

12   to  12} 

Recreation  in 

Playgroond. 

12}  to   1 

Geography  and 
Poetry. 

Arithmetic 

Arithmetic. 

Arithmetic. 

1    to   1} 

Reading  &  Natural 
Histoiy. 

Geography  and 
Grammar. 

Geogiaphy  and 
Grammar. 

Gwmfhj  and 
Grammar. 

l}to   2 

Play. 

PUy. 

Writing  on  Paper. 

WritiDgraP^pw. 

2   to   8 

Simultaneous  Lee 

sons  in  Gallery. 

• 

Religiom  Instruction  from  10  to  10^  o'clock  on  Monday,  Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  and  Thursday,  and  from  10  to  11  o'clock  on  Friday. 

Vacations. — One  week  at. Easter,  three  weeks  in  Midsummer,  and 
one  week  at  Christmas. 

Rates  ofFapment4 — os,,  2s.  6d.,  and  Is.  Id.  per  quarter.  All  rates 
payable  in  advance. 

Name  </TeacW.— -Bllen  J.  Denniston,  Teacher  of  In&nts^  School. 

TOL.  II.  I 
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Dietary  for  Eesident  Papil  Teachers. 


Dftyi. 


Sunday, 

Mondaj, 

Tuesday, 

WednMday, 

Thunday, 

Friday, . 

Saturday, 


Breakfiut 


•Tea,  witli  bread  and 
butter. 

*  Bread  and  milk. 

*  Bread  and  milk. 
•Bsead  and  milk. 
•Bread  and  milk. 

*  Bread  and  milk. 
•Bread  and  milk. 


zHuitt. 


•Beef  and -soup. 

*  Corned  beef  &  cabbage. 

^Corned  beef  h  cabbage. 

Fiah.t 

-  *Beef  and  loap. 

Fish. 

Fisb. 


•Tea,  iritb  bread  and 
batter. 

Stirabout  and  new  milk. 

Stirabout  and  new  milk. 

Stirabout  and  new  milk. 

Siixaboatand  sew  milk. 

Stirabout  and  new  milk. 

Stirabout  and  new  milk. 


Programme  of  Morning  Course  of  Study  for  Reeldant  Pupil  Teachers^ 


Daya 

From  half-past  6  to  half- 
past  7  o'clook,  a.m. 

Fromhalf.part7tohalf. 
pastSo^qlook,  A.M. 

Vausiitbr 

Monday,        . 

Arithmetic. 

Algebra. 

Mr.  B^d,A8BisUnt 

Tuesday, 

Geometry. 

Trigonometry* 

XKtto. 

Wednesday, . 

Bookkeeping^ 

Bookkeeping. 

Ditto. 

^rhursday,      . 

Mensuration. 

Phu:tical  Geometry, 
Mapping,  &c 

Ditto. 

Friday,         . 

Mental  Arithmetic. 

Algebra. 

Ditto. 

Saturday,      ♦ 

Oeometiy* 

Trigonometry. 

Ditto. 

Programme  of  Evening  Coarse  of  Study  for  Resident  Pupil  Teachers. 


Haya. 


Mondaf, 
Tuesday,      . 

Wednesday, 

Thursday,'  • 
JFriday,        * 

Saturday,     • 


From  6  to  7  o'clock, 

P.M. 


Spelling-Book 
ouperieded. 

Geography. 


From  7  to  8  o'clock, 

P.M. 


Affixes,  Prefixes, 
Derivations. 

Hlstoty. 


From  8  to  9  o'clock, 

P.M. 


Writing  Ezerdsds. 


Tangkiby 


When  the  weather  is  favourable,  walk  out  with  Head  , 
or  Assistant  Master,  or  practke  Surveying  with  the  chain. 
When  the  weather  is  unfavourable,  private  study,  or  solu- 
tion of  difficulties  arising  in  private  study  of  Pupil  Teachers, 


Mr.  Smith, 
UesMi:- 


Physical  and  Ap- 
plied Sciences. 

Biographical 

Sketches  of  British 

Poets,  and  Seler- 

fcions  from  their 

WritiiJijs. 

Lesson  Books. 


Physical  and  Ap- 
pUedScienoei. 

Young's  MttDuaL 


Grammar  and 
Parsing. 


Physical  and  Ap- 
plied Sciences. 

Dawes^  "Sugges- 
tive Hints." 


Easy  LesBons  on 
Money  Matters. 


Ditto. 


Dittew 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 


f  Qe»f,  1  lb.  X  bread*  1  ib.  t  jouiv  1  pint ;  new  milk,  I  pint :  t«a»  I  piqt. 
t  In  cuo  fiah  caunut  be  proonred,  eggs,  butler,  and  milk  to  be  substiiuted. 
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Programme  of  Course  of  Study  for  Paid  Honitresses. 


Days. 

Monday, 

Wedsefldaj,. 

TbimUr,     . 
Pridsj, 
SatuzdAj,      . 


From  9  o*elook  to  9f  o'olook»  AJt. 


YouNos Maniud— Dawes'  "Suwegtlve HiiiU**— Sulli- 
van's Litenury  Clus  Book — PreftsM,  Roots,  and  Affixes. 

Arithmbtic— Theoretieal,  Prtctieal,  and  Mental.. 

Spelling  Book  9apenoded— Biographical  Sketches  of  the 
BritiA  Poets,  and  SeUetions  fn»m  their  Writings. 

Oboobapbt— DoMaiiptive,  Physical,  and  Mathematical. 

Lesson  Books,  sod  Natoial  History. 

Grammar.    English  Composition  from  12  to  1  o'clock. 
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MissDenniston.  Ctoumel, 

Miss  Jones. 
MiisDenniston« 

Mi«  Jones. 

Miss  Denniston. 

Miss  Jones. 


n. — ^Hbad  Inspbctors'  Bbports  upon  Schools  Inspected^     ii.  Head 
and  Teachers  Examined,  during  the  year  1854.  lUpJSte^ 

No.l.-«4jrEir£RAL  B.BPOET  of  W.  H.  Newell,  Esq.,  LL.D.,  Head  Inspector,  ins^^jted 

upon  Schools  Inspected^  and  Teachers  Bxamined,  during  the  andlWher* 

year  1854.  Examined. 

OektLBMBM,  Dr.NewelL 

I  have  to  submit  to  yon,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners  of 
National  Education,  my  General  Report  for  the  year  1854. 

The  following  statement  of  the  occupation  of  my  time  is  merely  a 
summary  of  what  I  have  already  put  forward  in  my  weekly  journals. 
I  was  employed — 

Days. 
pTeparing  and  correcting  Examination  Papers,      .        .        .21 
Holding  public  Examinations  of  Teachers,      ....    57 
Bnsinessof  Dun  manway  District  Model  School^     ...    22 

Holding  Special  Inquiries,      » 13 

Attending  Central  Office,       •        •        •        •        .        «        .11 

Attending  House  of  Lords, 7 

Visiting  schools  in  England 11 

Writing  General  Beix>rt, 6 

Correspondence  and  incidental  business 69 

Inspecting  National  Schooh^ 90 

Sick. 1 

Holidays,         .        .•        . ;      4      . 

Sundays,         •        •        i        • 58 

,  365 

As  I  anticipated  in  my  Report  for  last  year,  I  was  enabled  to  devote 
more  time  in  the  year  just  closed  than  1853  to  the  inspection  of  Ordi- 
nary National  Schools.  My  labours  extended  over  the  same  school 
districts,  but  were  diffeteutly  distributed.  I  travelled  (not  including 
mj  travelling  in  Epgland)  4,02^  miles,  at  a  cost  of  £65  Os.  lOd,  for 
locomotive  expenses,  or  somewhat  more  than  3|(/.  per  mile ;  being  a 
halfpenny  per  mile  higher  than  the  mileage  of  last  year. 

The  immediate  subjects  of  this  Report  are  the  results  of  my  visit' 
to  104  National  Schools,  and  the  examination  and  classification  of 
ninety-eight  male  and  215  female  Teachers. 

Section  I. 

During  the  year  1854,  I  visited  and  transmitted  Reports  upon 
151  Ordinary  National  Schools  ^  but  of  these  tWenty-two  were  in- 

▼oL.  u.  ^  ^         n        } 
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operative,  and  in  twenty-one  I  did  not,  from  want  of  time,  examine 
the  dassee  fully  or  at  all.  The  Cork  Poor  Law  Union  National  School 
and  three  Agricultural  Model  Schools,  being  schools  of  a  special  cha- 
racter,  will  not  be  referred  to  in  this  Report ;  it  will  refer  only  to  10-4 
of  the  National  Schools  which  I  found  in  operation,  and  inspected  in 
detail. 

Staie  of  Houses.'-Oi  the  104  schools— 

46  were  held  in  good  houfes, 
25      „        „      fair 
12      „        „      middling 
21      „        „      unfit     „ 


Total, 


104 


The  entire  amount  of  aeeuuiinodation  would  give  for  each  child  pre- 
sent nearly  seven  square  feet,  which  is  slightly  above  the  area  required 
by  the  rules  of  the  feoard. 

In  many  of  the  rural  schools,  and  in  some  of  those  in  towns,  there 
was  a  great  want  of  cleanliness  and  order,  while  the  ventilation  was 
imperfect,  or  the  means  at  command  to  secure  it  neglected  by  the 
Teachers.  This  neglect  was  more  common  in  male  than  in  female 
schools.  There  is  such  a  general  want  of  any  thing  like  arrangement 
about  the  cottages  of  the  poorer  classes,  even  when  domestic  circum- 
stances admit  of  it,  and  so  much  of  the  social  discomfort  in  the  Irish 
peasant's  life  is  attributable  to  a  total  disregard  of  order  and  cleanli- 
ness, while  ventilation  is  a  thing  never  thought  of,  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  National  Teacher  does  not,  both  by  precept  and  example,  try 
to  remove  these  abuses.  Cleanliness  is  so  nearly  akin  to  high  moral 
qualities,  and  pure  air  is  so  necessary  to  physical  health,  that  the 
Teacher  who  neglects  to  inculcate  the  advantages  of  both  fails  in  one 
of  the  most  important  duties  of  his  office. 

Fittings-up. — In  nearly  every  one  of  the  vested  schools  the  furniture 
was  fully  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  children.  I  found  the  furniture 
in  thirty-eight  cases  good,  in  forty-three /air,  and  in  twenty- three  bad. 
Many  of  the  schooUhouses  belonged  to  the  teachers  themselves,  who 
were  unable  to  procure  suitable  fumitnre  ;  and  in  other  cases  the  Ma^ 
nagers  were  either  apathetic  or  unwilling  to  furnish  houses  of  which 
their  tenancy  is  so  insecure.  I  found  thirty-eight  schools  without  black 
boards,  while  in  some  of  those  that  had  black  boards,  the  use  of  them, 
as  material  helps  to  instruction,  was  too  often  neglected.  Maps  of 
the  World,' Europe,  and  Ireland,  are  to  be  found  in  most  of  the  sohools, 
and  about,  one-third  of  those  inspected  had  almost  a  complete  set  of 
large  maps.  In  too  many  of  the  schools  there  was  a  want  of  Cla^s- 
Books  and  requisites,  for  which  the  Managers  are,  for  the  most  part, 
accountable. 

Attendance  of  Pupils. — 

Total  number  prescut, 4,714 

Total  daily  average  for  twelve  mouths  previous  to 
inspection, 5,296 

It  thus  appears  that  there  were  nearly  six  more  in  average  attend- 
ance at  each  of  the  1 04  schools  than  were  present  on  the  day  of  my 
inspection.  In  1853  there  were  three  more  present  in  each  school 
than  in  average  daily  attendance.  I  can  only  explain  this  opposite 
state  of  things  by  the  circumstance  that  in  IS53  I  did  not  commenco 
inspecting  schools  until  after  the  15th  March,  while  I  had,  in  1854, 
seen  thirty-four  schools  previous  to  same  date,  in  every  one  of  which  I 
found  the  number  present  far  below  the  average  daily  attendance, 
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owing  to  tlie  severity  of  the  weather,  and  a  variety  of  other  causes.  Appendix  Q, 
Only  in  thirty-five  schools  were  the  numbers  present  above  the  average  u^  j^^^ 
daily  attendance.  Inspectors' 

The  school  accounts  are  generally  better  kept,  although  I  observed  J*^*?"  *** 
much  carelessness  on  this  head  among  the  younger  teachers.     In  one  i^Dwted 
or  two  cases  only  had  I  reason  to  believe  the  records  untrue.  '     uoTeacben 

There  is  no  improvement  in  the  attendance,  as  regards  regularity ;  Examined, 
it  id  still  very  unsatisfactory  in  this  respect.  The  absences  amount  />^,  Ne^L 
fully  to  forty-five  per  cent,  on  the  number  on  the  rolls,  which  is  a 
state  of  things  that  need  not  exist.  It  does  not  arise  from  any  neces- 
sity, but  is  the  offspring  of  the  apathy,  carelessness,  or  ignorance  of  the 
parents.  In  the  city  of  Boston  "  the  absences  do  not  amount  to  ten 
per  cent,  in  most  of  the  schools  ;"  while  in  Ireland,  where  there  is  so 
much  less  excuse — ^at  least  on  the  ground  of  early  employment — the 
absences  average  four  and  a-half  times  as  high.  The  "  Truant  Laws"* 
of  America  contribute,  in  some  degree,  to  secure  a  regular  attendance 
of  scholars ;  and  it  would  be,  in  my  opinion,  highly  advantageous  to 
society  if  there  were  similar  laws  for  all  the  cities  and  large  towns  in 
Ireland,  where  hundreds  of  boys  and  girls  are  to  be  seen  who  never 
attend  any  school,  and  whoso  "home  education"  consists  in  witnessing 
scenes  that  should  never  meet  the  eye,  and  hearing  language  that  should 
never  reach  the  ear,  of  childhood. 

I  do  believe  that  the  condition  of  these  young  persons  is  a  great 
social  evil,  and  one  that  calls  loudly  for  legislative  interference. 

Proficiency  of  FupiU, — The  results  of  my  examination  of  the  pupils 
were,  on  the  whole,  less  satisfi&ctory  than  those  given  in  my  Report  for 
1853.  There  were  a  few  Schools  of  each  class  fully  as  good  as  any 
inspected  in  1853;  but  the  great  majority  of  the  pupils  were  not  so  well 
prepared.  Forty-three  of  the  Schools  were  conducted  by  Third  Class 
Teachers,  and  twenty-four  by  Probationers — a  much  larger  proportion 

*  Act  of  1850,  chapter  294,  sect.  1 .  Each  of  the  several  cities  and  towns 
in  this  Commonwealth  is -authorized  and  empowered  to  make  all  needful  pro- 
visions and  arrangements  concerning  habitual  truants,  and  chikLren  not  attend- 
ing scbool,  without  any  regular  and  lawful  occupation,  g^wing  iip  in  ignorance, 
between  the  ages  of  six  and  fifteen  years ;  and  also  all  such  ordinances  and  by- 
laws respecting  such  children  as  shall  be  deemed  most  conducive  to  their  wel- 
fare and  the  good  order  of  such  city  or  town ;  and  there  shall  be  annexed  to 
8uch  ordinances  suitable  penalties,  not  exceeding,  for  any  one  breach,  a  fine  of 
twenty  dollars :  provided,  that  such  ordinances  .and  by-laws  shall  be  approved 
by  the  Court  of  Common  -Pleas  for  the  county,  and  shall  not  be  repugnant  to 
the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  2.  The  several  cities  and  towns  availing  themselves  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act  shall  appoint,  at  tlie  annual-  meeting  of  said  towns,  or  annually  by  the 
mayor  and  aldermcn^of  said  cities,  three  or  more  persons,  who  alone  shall  be  au- 
thorized to  make  the  complaints,  in  every  case  of  violation  of  said  ordinances  or 
by-laws,  to  the  justice  of  the  pence  or  other  judicial  officer,  who,  by  said  Ordi- 
nances, shall  have  jurisdiction  in  the  matter,  which  persons,  thus  appointed, 
shall  alon?  have  authoiity  to  carry  into  execution  the  judgments  of  said  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  or  other  judicial  officer 

At^of\%Q%  chapter  2^,  sect,  1.  Anyminor  between  the  ages  of  six  and  fifteen 
years,  convicted  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  **  An  Act  concerning 
Truant  Cfiildren  and  Absentees ^rom. School,"  parsed  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty,  of  being  an  habitual  truant,  or  of  not  attending  school. 
or  of  being  without  any  regular  and  lawful  occupation,  or  growing  np  in  igno- 
rance, may,  at  the  discretion  of  the  justice  of  the  peace  or  judicial  officer  having 
jurisdiction  of  the  case,  instead  of  the  fine  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  said 
act,  be  committed  to  any  such  institution  of  instruction,  house  of  reformation, 
or  suitable  situation,  as  may  be  provided  for  the  purpose  uuder  the  authority 
Ifivcn  in  said  first  section,  for  such  time  as  such  justice  or  judicial  officer  may 
determine,  not  exceeding  one  year. — Statutes  of  the  Commonwealth  of  America' 
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,  Appendix  Q 

II.  H^ 

Inspectors* 
Rei)9rts  on 
Scbools 
Inspected 
ai\a  Teachen 
Examined. 


of  these  classes  of  Schools  than  I  inspected  in  1853. 
teachers  were  classified  as  follows: — 


The  104  principal 


TEACHERS. 


Male. 

13 

30 

17 

7 

67 


Female. 
11 
13 
5 

6 

37 


Claaa 
Probationeps. 
Third  Class. 
Second  Class. 
First  Class. 


Total, 


.     104 


Besides  the  fact  that  I  inspected  a  larger  number  of  schools  conducted 
by  a  lower  grade  of  teachers,  I  visited  more  remote  and  more  neglected 
portions  of  my  circuit,  in  which  National  Education  has  but  recently 
been  introduced.  Further,  seventeen  of  the  schools  were  not  more  than 
twelve  months  in  connexion,  and  some  not  half  this  period.  A  few  I 
visited  specially,  having  received  information  from  the  District  Inspec- 
tors that  they  were  in  an  unsatisfactory  state.  However,  with  active 
local  management,  I  have  no  doubt  the  schools  would  exhibit  very- 
different  results.  Without  it  the  District  Inspectors*  visits  are  too  few 
and  for  between  to  secure  the  efficient  working  of  a  school,  unless  con- 
ducted by  a  painstaking  teacher.  It  is  necessary,  too,  that  quick 
official  action  should  be  taken  on  reporte  of  an  unfavourable  character, 
in  order  to  give  effect  to  the  inspection.  Some  teachers  do  not  value 
the  suggestions  of  an  Inspector,  when  his  views  are  not  promptly  and 
energetically  supported  by  the  executive. 

The  following  table  sets  forth  the  classification  of  the  pupils,  as 
made  out  by  the  teachers  in  my  presence — 


Heading  First  Book  of  Lessons, 

„        Second  „ 

Third 

„       Fourth  „ 

Fifth 
Learning  Grammar, 

„        Geography, 

„       Arithmetic— First  Four  Rules, 

,,  „  Compound  Bules, 

„  ,»  Proportion,  and  above, 

„        Writing  on  Slates,     , 

„        Writing  on  Paper,     . 

„        Geometry, 

„        Algebra. 

„        Book-keeping, 


1,619 

1,996 

716 

313 

70—4,714 

2,062 

2,760 

1,417 

400 

497 

907 

1,929 

63 

24 

21 


Annexed  is  a  table  showing  the  result  of  my  examination  of  the 

classes — * 

Able  to  read  Second  Book  correctlv,         •       •  877  or  18'6  per  cent. 
Abie  to  read  the  higher  Books  with  ease  and 

intelligence,  «  681  or  12'S  „ 

Acquainted  with  Parts  of  Speech,     .       .        •  244  or   6'1  „ 

Able  to  Parse,  266  or    6*6  „ 

Able  to  write  a  sentence  with  tolerable  accuracy,  177  or  3*9  „ 

Able  to  write  a  sentence  with  ease  and  freedom,  119  or   2  6  „ 

♦  The  numbers  under  each  head  in  this  table  are  independent,  save  in  arith- 
metic,  e.g. ;  266,  the  number  able  to  parse,  does;  not  include  244,  the  number 
acquainted  with  the  parts  of  speech. 
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Acquainted  with  Map  of  World,               .        .  479  or  10-1  per  cent.          AmmixQ. 

„             »,           with  Europe  and  Ireland,  219  or  4*6  ,,                       n"^ 

„        with  General  Course  of  Geography,  47  or   iO  „  J   S*li 

Able  to  write  down  flgnirea  to  9  places,       •        •  493  or  10-6  „  S?'^ 

Able  to  work  a  sum  in  Subtraction  readfly,       .  879  or  18-6  „  SS^^^ 

Able  to  work  Practice, 208  or   4  4  „  In^tod 

Able  to  write  fiiirlj,            .        .        .        .        »  400  or   8'6  ,»  ukdT^hen 

Able  to  write  with  ease  and  flreedom,          .        •  127  or   2*7  „  Examined. 

There  are  two  branches  still  yerj  mnch  neglected  in  nearly  all  the  /v,  NetctU, 
schools.  Writing  and  Dictation.  There  is  no  excuse  for  the  earless 
and  wretched  penmanship  that  so  genendlj  prevails.  Dictation  is  a 
branch  that  has  only  latterly  engaged  the  attention  of  teachers  in  the 
eonth,  and  it  is  one  that  is  imperfectly  taught  in  other*  countries  as 
well  as  in  Ireland.  In  very  few  National  Schools  can  the  pupils  of  the 
Fourth  Glass  write  correctly  from  dictation  a  passage  of  common-place 
English ;  many  of  the  words  would  be  found  spelledf  as  the  boys 
themselves  are  in  the  habit  of  pronouncing  them.  The  teachers  gene- 
rally display  very  little  skill  in  their  method  of  giving  instruction  in 
this  branch ;  the  consequence  is,  that  the  letters  of  emigrantS|  who 
have  been  educated  at  National  Schools,  and  of  small  fiurmers  and  shop- 
keepers throughout  the  country,  are  literary^  curiosities. 

Segtioit  II, 

This  year  the  examination  for  male  teachers  was  tpeeial,  so  that 
only  probationers  and  eaadidates  seeking  promotion^  or  teachers  sum- 
moned for  special  purposes  were  present* 

There  were  in  attendance  from  the  seven  districts  connected  with 
me  ninety-eight  male  teachers,  of  whom  thirty-two  were  candidates 
for  promotion,  two  were  summoned  for  special  reasons,  and  sixty-four 
were  probationers.  Of  the  last,  twenty-nine  were  promoted  each  one 
step,  and  nine,  two  steps ;  five  were  dismissed,  and  twenty-one  still 
remain  probationers.  There  were  twenty-two  probationers  absent ;  of 
these— 

7  were  absent  on  satisfiictory  grounds. 

6  unsatisfactory. 

7  dismiBsed  on  written  exercises. 
1  enUsted. 

1  dismissed  fbr  dedining  to  attend  the  examinations. 

Total,  22 

Of  the  otiier  thirty-four  teachers — 

13  were  promoted. 

2  depreMed. 

19  not  altered  In  their  dasriilcation. 

Total,  84 

Besides  these  thirty-four,  there  were  twenty-five  teachers  who 
sought  promotion,  and  attended  the  written  examinations  in  Easter 

*'*Thc  remark  I  feel  it  needfdl  to  repeat.  English  composition  is  ths 
weakest  point  in  most  schools." — Rev,  F,  C.  Cook's  Ueneral  Report  for  1853. 

t  **  I  found  out,  after  a  while,  that  my  pupils  wanted  first  to  be  taught  speak- 
log,  and  this  led  me  to  commence  with  pronunciation" — Pettalozzi. 

{The  following  is  a  copv  of  a  note  received  by  one  of  the  District  Inspectors 
from  an  hotelkeeper  not  educated  at  a  National  Schools 

•«  Sir,--I  have  to  sertify  that  your  man  were  verry  carefUU  of  your  horse  he 
gaTe  him  oats  and  Bran  and  my  charges  is  one  shilling  and  sixpence  for  steabliug 
andhea.   I  remain  your  most  umble  servent. 
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ApfsndixG.  week,  but  wlio  were  not  present  at  the  oral  examination,  for  tbe 
II  BmT       following  reasons : — 


Inftpeeton' 
Reports  on 
Schools 
Inspected 
and  Teachers 
Examined. 

Dr,  Newelt. 


18  not  summoned,  as  their  writtea  exercises  were 

insufficient. 
2  sidk. 
1  enriigrated. 
4  schools  inefficient. 

Total,        .        25 
The  annexed  Table  shows  the  Clasaification  of  the  ninety-eight 
Teachers  befoi*e  and  after  the  Examinations  : — 


The  total  amount  of  travelling  exponses  was  £1 1 6  Os.  5d.,  or  £1  2«.  8rf. 
for  each  teacher. 

The  next  table  shows  the  average  number  of  questions  asked  of,  and 
answered  by,  the  teachers  of  each  class,  and  each  division  of  a  ckss. 

Results  of  Examivations. 

T 


Oral 


WiHteD. 


n 

11 

Aiuwored. 

Clasa  of  Teacher. 

1 

S 

■55 

la 

88 

Satis- 
factorily 

Imperfectly.' 
Wrong. 

1 

t 

Bcmarki. 

Probationers,  . 

68 

41*2 

60-5 

32 

17 

9-5     25 

3 

The    teaehera    who 

in»,   .      . 

64 

46 

71-8 

32 

13 

6 

5-7 

7-3 

in\   . 

101 

29-4 

29-1 

49 

19 

13-2 

10-6 

6-2 

ed  aboutone-thirdmore 

m  . 

101 

43 

425 

49     23-4 

12*6 

6-7 

6  3 

than  the  arerage,  dis- 

Firftt  Class,  and 

83 

eluded. 

Candidates  for 

it.  .        .        . 

155 

53-6 

Dl  )  22-4:  14-2 

7-6 

6-8 

The  results  of  this  table,  when  compared  with  those  for  1853,  exhibit 
a  very  decided  Improvement  in  the  teachers*  answering.  Only  in  two 
respects  was  there  a  fisklling  off.    There  was  an  Increase  of — 

22  per  cent,  on  the  oral  examination  for  probationers  and  Third  Class. 
20        „        on  the  written  ,,  „ 

-10        „  ,,  for  Second  Class. 

17         „  „  for  First  Class. 

There  was  a  decrease  of  two  per  cent  on  the  oral  answering  of  the 
second-olass  teachers,  and  of  0*7,  or  not  quite  one  per  cent,  on  that  of 
the  first-class  teachers.  The  oral  answering  of  the  teachers  in  the  first 
division  of  Tiiird  Class — who  were  all  examined  on  the  second-class 
course,  being  candidates — was  not  good.  None  of  this  division  were 
promoted.  The  great  improvement  in  the  answering  of  the  proba- 
tioners and  teachers  in  second  division  of  Third  Class  is  partly  explained 
by  the  fact,  that  all  in  the  latter  were  specially  prepared  for  promotion—^ 
a  remark  that  applies  to  all  the  classed  teachers  present,  save  two. 
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The  written  exunination  extended  oyer  two  days,  instead  of  over  one, 
as  heretofore ;  so  that  exercises  were  performed  with  more  care,  and 
the  writing  with  more  neatness. 

I  reqoired  each  teacher  to  write  from  dictation  a  passage  read  from 
some  standard  English  anther,  to  which  exercise  I  added  a  half-a-dozen 
diffienlt  words  from  Sullivan^s  Spelling-book  Superseded.  Each  class 
got  a  different  exercise.  The  first-class  teachers  wrote  a  short  essay 
on  a  ^iven  subject ;  their  papers  were  free  from  orthographical  errors, 
and  the  composition  was  rather  creditable.  The  average  number  of 
mistakes  in  the  exercises  of  the  Second  Class  was  2  5  :  there  was  only 
one  exercise  of  this  c?ass  in  which  there  was  no  mistake.  The  exer- 
cises of  the  probationers  and  third-class  teachers  contained,  on  tlie 
average,  3*3  mistakes,  while  only  nine  were  free  from  any.  I  attach 
a  copy  of  one  of  the  easiest  exercises  performed  by  a  probationer. 

Only  in  reading  did  I  observe  no  impruvenient :  very  few  read 
satisfactorily,  and  scarcely  any  with  ease  or  expression.  The  bad 
effects  of  an  early  vicions  accentuation,  and  an  habitual  carelessness 
when  conversing  with  those  about  him,  render  correct  reading  one  of 
the  most  difficult  tasks  the  teacher  has  to  encounter.  Very  few 
teachers  have  opportunities  of  luaring  good  headers  or  correct  speakers. 

Female  Teachers, — During  the  year  1854  there  was  a  re-classification 
of  all  the  Female  National  Teachers  in  Ireland.  I  examined,  in  all, 
215^  of  these  there  were — 


Appendix  G. 

IT.  n^ 

Inspectors* 

Reportii  on 

Schools 

Inspected 

andTeacben 

Examined. 


Promoted, 
Not  chmiffed, 
Depressed, 
Dismissed, 


71 

107 

30 

7 


Total,  .  .215 

The  following  Table  shows  the  Classification  before  and  after  the 
Examinations : — 


P. 

1 

iir.»  f  in.« 

1 

1I.« 

II.i 

I.» 

!.• 

I.I        Di.- 

mlMod. 

Tota]. 

Before, 
After, 

64 
40 

60 
60 

31 
38 

23 
29 

15 
16 

9 
11 

11 
12 

2 
2 

7 

216 
215 

Of  the  thirty  teachers  depressed-^ 

9  were  from  III*  to  Probationem. 


Total, 


13 
3 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

SO 


nil ,,  iii«. 

IP  „  IIP. 
IP.,  II». 

i»..  n>. 

i»M  ii«. 


11 


i». 
II. 
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Appendix  G.      J  beg  to  annex  a  tabular  statement  of  tke  answering  at  the  oral  and 
II.  Head         written  examinations. 

Inspectors' 
Reports  ou 
Schools 
Inspected 
and  Teachers 
Examined* 

Dr.NeweU. 


Onl. 

Written. 

Arenge 

Arorage 

^ 

Oms. 

Number 

of 
Questions 

Number 

of 
Questions 

Per 

eentaige 

answered. 

ll 
8  3 

1 

1 

ll 

Bemaifeft 

asked. 

15 

i 

a 

f 

P.. 

63 

33 

52-4 

21 

6-6 

5-3 

3-8 

5-3 

The  answering 

IIP. 

58 

31-7 

54-6 

21 

5-3 

5-4 

4-5 

6-8 

HP, 

65 

30 

46-1 

20 

80 

4-2 

3-7 

4-1 

of  the  seren  di». 

II«. 

77 

28 

86-4 

20 

6-8 

4-8 

2-6 

6-8 

IP. 

94 

39 

41-5 

20 

6-7 

60 

3-8 

5.6 

missed  teachers 

P, 

94 

54 

67-4 

20 

7-5 

6  0 

3-2 

4-3 

I^ 

99 

63 

53-5 

20 

7-6 

6-0 

2-8 

3-6 

is  not  included. 

l\ 

101 

88*5 

87-6 

20 

130 

60 

0-0 

2-0 

As  in  the  case  of  the  male  teachers,  I  required  each  to  write  an  ex- 
ercise from  dictation.  These  exercises  were  much  better  than  those  of 
the  male  teachers.  The  average  number  of  mistakes  committed  by  the 
probationers,  third  and  second-dass  teachers  was  2*8,  or  not  quite  three. 
The  first-class  teachers  and  candidates  had,  on  the  average,  only  1-2 
mistakes.  Twenty  of  the  former  classes,  and  six  of  the  latter  had  no 
mistakes.  I  append  a  copy  of  an  exercise  performed  by  a  probationer, 
and  containing  more  than  the  average  number  of  mistakes.  History 
continues  to  be  most  imperfectly  known  by  nearly  all  the  teachers;  only 
one  male  and  three  female  teachers  answered  well  on  this  subject. 

Although  the  result  exhibited  by  the  foregoing  table  cannot  fail  to 
i>e  considered  satisfactory,  they  afford  a  very  imperfect  notion  of  the 
highly  creditable  manner  in  which  the  female  teachers,  as  a  body, 
acquitted  themselves.  There  were  only  two  districts  in  which  the 
answering  was  generally  poor,  but  even  in  these  there  were  some  ex- 
ceptions. In  two  other  districts — ^namely,  those  having  the  towns  of 
Dunmanway  and  Eillarney  for  their  centres — the  answering  was,  on 
the  contrary,  very  creditable.  An  excellent  Training  School  at  Dun- 
manway, and  three  or  four  first-class  Ordinary  National  Schools  in 
these  districts — ^advantages  not  shared  by  the  others — account  for  the 
superiority  of  the  teachers. 

The  appearance  and  demeanour  of  nearly  every  one  of  the  female 
teachers  were  such  as  would  do  credit  to  any  ponntry.  In  a  few  cases 
only  was  there  an  unnecessary — I  had  almost  said  an  unbecoming — 
display  of  dress ;  but,  viewing  them  as  a  body  of  public  instructors, 
considering  their  past  histories  as  individuals,  and  their  services  as 
agents  in  the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  and  in  the  inculcation  of  habits 
to  the  female  portion  of  the  rising  generation,  thdlr  importance  cannot 
be  overrated.  So  far  as  I  could  learn  or  observe,  they  have,  in  the 
vast  majority  of  cases,  discharged  their  duties  faithfully,  and  with 
profit  to  the  State. 

Besides  the  female  teachers  examined,  there  were  thirty-four  others 
summoned,  from  twenty-five  of  whom  satisfactory  apologies  for  their 
non-attendance  were  received. 

The  amount  paid  for  travelling  expenses  was  £112  6«.  5oL,  or,  on  an 
average,  10«.  6^.  each,  nearly. 

The  average  age  at  which  the  female  probationers  present  took 
charge  of  National  Schools  was  eighteen  years.    This  age  could  not  be 
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considered  objectionable^  if  the  teachers  had  received  pteyious  training  Appbkwx  G. 
at  a  Model  School  or  a  really  first-class  school.  Most  women  who  have  jj  |]~[' 
an  aptitude  for  teaching  are  at  eighteen  years  of  age  so  far  qualified  to  inspcctora' 
be  entrusted  with  the  care  and  instruction  of  children,  and  with  the  ^^^^  ^^ 
management  of  Ordinary  National  Schools.     They  have  a  moral  in-  ing^ed 
fluence  that  male  teachei's  of  the  same  age  seldom  possess.     The  ave-  and^sachers 
rage  age  of  forty-seven  male  probationers  in  attendance  did  not  much  Examinei. 
exceed  eighteen  years,  and  they  could  not  have  been  more  than  seven-    j)^  Iv^eS, 
teen  years  and  two  months  old  at  the  time  of  their  appointments.    I     '  ' 
have  already  respectfully  suggested  to  the  Commissioners  the  desir- 
ableness of  fixing  a  minimum  age  for  the  admission  of  teachers  into 
their  service.     There  is  a  disposition  to  appoint  a  class  of  hop  teachers 
in  the  south  of  Ireland,  who  do  nothing  more  than  irutruct,  in  the 
narrowest  sense  of  the  term.     The  District  Inspectors  and  myself  have 
succeeded  in  weeding  out  most  of  these.  One  of  the  greatest  difBculties 
the  schools  have  to  contend  with  is  the  want*  of  properly  qualified  male 
candidates.     Additional  Training  Schools  and  an  increased  scale  oi 
remuneration  can  alone  supply  this  want.     Eligible  female  candidates 
are  not  by  any  means  equally  scarce.     The  unusual  demand  for  men's 
services,  the  large  majority  of  women  in  the  population,  and  the  rela- 
tively higher  scale  of  payment  to  female  than  to  male  teachers,  account 
for  the  greater  facility  in  obtaining  schoolmistresses.    But  without 
male  teachers  the  education  of  the  people  cannot  be  effectively  carried 
on.     Mixedf  schools  in  charge  of  femsde  teachers  will  not  educate  the 
male  portion  of  the  population.     Greater  inducements  must,  therefore, 
be  held  out  to  secure  the  services  of  eligible  young  men.     Several  of 
the  paid  monitors  and  third-class  teachers  resigned  their  situations 
last  year,  and  are  now  sergeants  in  militia  regiments.     Let  some  ap- 
proach to  the  liberal  scale  of  payment  to  teachers  in  England  be  made 
in  Ireland,  and  the  State  will  not  want  properly  qualified  candidates. 
The  Bev.  F.  0.  Cook  says,  in  his  General  Beport  for  the  year  1853, 
"The average  salaries  of  all  the  teachers  in  schools  examined  this  year, 
'*  including  sixty-five  Infants*  and  twenty-five  Mixed  Schools  in  small 
"  parishes,  ranges  from  £50  to  £60  per  annum,  irrespective  of  allowance 
"  from  Government,"J     The  Irish  National  Teachers  do  not^  on  the 
average,  receive  half  this  sum  j  and  yet  many  of  them,  having  left 
their  own  countiy,  have  taken  rank  among  the  first  teachers  in  Eng- 
land, in  points  of  emolument  and  position, 

*  No  ofSce  is  more  honourable,  none  more  responsible,  and  none  which  needs 
a  greater  combination  of  gifts  and  graces,  than  that  of  a  common  school  teacher. 
To  a  well  stored  mind  should  be  added  a  power  of  imparting  instruction ;  and 
a  life  directed  by  pure  morality  should  shine  forth  in  an  unimpeachable  example. 
.  The  influence  exerted  in  the  microcosm  of  a  school  will  be  felt  even  in  iViture 
generations,  long  after  the  teachers,  having  ended  their  labours,  shall  have  been 
gathered  to  their  account.  How  important,  then,  that  they  who  have  the  over- 
sight of  this  matter  should  conscientiously  attend  to  their  duty,  and  not  entail 
upon  society  the  curse  that  has  its  origia  in  a  school  under  the  charge  of  an  igno- 
rant or  immoral  teacher.-r-/2eport  of  Executive  Committee  on  Normal  Schools  m 
New  York, 

1*  '*  My  lords  will  refuse  to  make  grants  to  a  Mixed  School,  under  a  mistress 
**onlt/,  if  it  is  the  only  school  in  the  village.  Such  a  school  is  not  fit  for  boys 
over  eight  or  nine  years  of  age ;  and  my  lords  could  not,  in  any  public  measure, 
recognize  such  an  age  for  leaving  school." — MtmUes  of  the  Committee  of  Council, 
1853. 

I  The  general  average  salaries  for  male  teachers,  without  board,  was £83  6s., 
being  an  increase  of  £4  4s.  each  on  those  of  the  preceding  year.  The  average 
salaries  of  male  teachers,  with  board,  was  £62  I7«.,  being  an  advance  of  £27  ))«. 
each  on  those  returned  in  preceding  years.  The  average  salaries  of  female 
teachers,  without  board,  was  at  the  rate  of  £52  )2s.,  and  with  board  £32  1». — 
an  advance  of  £8  6».  each  on  those  of  preceding  je9XS,^Eeport  on  the  State  of 
Edticatkmii^Ufper  Cmada  for 4he  year  \^J^ 
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The  want  of  school  libraries  is  very  much  felt  bj  the  teachers  and 
by  the  most  advanced  boys.  Withont  access  to  books  besides  those  on 
the  Commissioners*  list  the  National  Teacher  cannot  acquire  any  thin«^ 
like  general  information.  In  most  parts  of  Ireland  there  are  no  books 
to  be  had,  except  at  great  inconvenience  or  expense.  There  is  a  popu- 
lation daily  growing  up,  capable  and  desirous  of  reading  during  their 
leisure  hours,  possessed  of  the  elements  of  self-culture  without  any  of 
the  opportunities,  and  debarred  from  seeking  those  very  recreations  for 
which  the  State  has  at  considerable  expense  nualided  them. 

In  Upper  Canada,  public  school  libraries  have  been  established  in 
connexion  with  the  common  school  system,  the  principles  of  which  are 
the  same  as  those  of  the  system  of  Irish  National  Education.  The 
youth  of  all  classes  of  the  population  ^'  have  equal  access  to  the  advan- 
tages of  the  schools,  the  religious  fa'^th  of  all  is  equally  protected,  and 
the  interests  of  all  equally  consulted/* 

The  prejudices  which  I  referred  to  in  my  Report  for  1853,  as  existinor 
among  some  of  the  higher  and  middle  classes  of  society,  have  not  in  any 
respect  abated.  Circumstances  of  last  year,  connected  with  public 
education,  led  some  to  believe  that  there  would  be  a  modification  of 
the  system,  but  in  these  instances  the  wish  was  truly  father  to  the 
thought.  However,  the  belief  did  Qot  advance  the  interest  of  education 
in  this  country.  I  still  feel  that  the  want  of  co-operation  from  the 
landlord  class  aud  the  clergy  of  the  Established  Church,  is  a  great  check 
to  the  progress  of  united  education.  Nothing  but  the  peculiar  adap- 
tation of  the  present  system  to  the  wants  of  Ireland  could  have 
met  and  triumphed  over  such  opposition.  As  statesmen  of  all  en- 
lightened countries  are  admitting  the  correctness  of  its  principiefi  as 
a  scheme  of  National  Education,  one  is  led  to  hope,  tliat  past  opposi- 
tion will  be  gradually  turned  into  future  support. 

I  have  met  not  a  few  who  keep  aloof  from  the  National  Schools 
from  want  of  faith  in  a  system  of  education  which  they  say  aims  at 
too  much,  and  is  calculated  to  make  the  people  discontented  with  their 
position  in  life.  It  is  to  this  class  that  the  late  Dr.  Chalmers,  with 
whose  eloquent  words  I  beg  to  conclude  this  Report,  when  defending 
an  enlarged  rcheme  of  educatioi^  for  the  poor,  said — 

**  It  is  not  to  turn  an  operative  into  a  capitalist,  it  is  to  turn  an  ignorant  ope- 
rative into  a  learned  operative — to  stamp  upon  him  the  worth  and  the  respoct&- 
bilitj  of  which  I  contend  he  is  fully  susceptible,  though  he  rise  not  by  a  single 
inch  above  the  sphere  of  life  in  which  he  now  moves— to  transform  him  into 
a  reflective  and  accomplished  individual :  not  to  lioist,  as  it  were,  the  great 
ponderous  mass  of  society  up  into  the  air,  where  it  would  have  no  foundation  to 
support  it ;  but  supposing  that  mass  to  be  stationary  on  it  present  basis,  to  diffuse 
through  it  the  light  both  of  common  and  of  Christian  intelligence. 

**  I  repeat  it,  the  main  object  of  pouring  a  more  copious  and  ricli  supply  of 
education  amongst  them,  is  not  to  furnish  them  with  the  means  of  abandoning 
their  status,  but  to  furnish  them  with  the  means  of  morally  and  intellectually 
exalting  it." 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  very  obedient  ser\'ant, 

W.  U.  Newkll. 

Cork,  18o5.  

Dictation  Exercise, 

Patrick ,  Probationer. 

The  atfection  felt  for  him  by  the  Civil  Service  was  singularly  ardent 
and  constant.  Through  all  his  disasters  and  perils,  his  brethern  stood 
by  him,  with  steadfast  loyalty.  The  army  loved  him,  as  armies  have 
seldom  loved  any  but  the  greatest  chiefs,  who  have  led  them  to  victoiy. 
Even  in  his  disputes  with  distinguished  military^men,  he  coold  always 
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command  the  services  of  the  soldiers,  while  such  was  his  inflneDce  over  Appendix  G. 
the  hearts  of  his  countrymeD,  he  enjoined  among  the  natives,  an  unpa-  jj  u^d" 
ralleled  popularity.     He  spoke  their  vernacular  dialect  with  facility  and  ii.specton* 
precision.     He  was  intimately  acquainted  with  their  feelings  and^P^rtaoa 
usages.     On  one  or  two  occasions  he  deliberately  acted  in  defiance  of  i^^^^"^^ 
their  opinion  ;  but  by  pursuing  tbis  course  he  secured  their  respect.  It  audTetcUora 
is  impossible  to  refuse  the  highest  commendation  to  a  man,  who,  taken  ^^^mined. 
from  a  leger,  to  govern  an  empire,  overwhelmed  by  public  business,  ^^^  N*u:elL 
surrounded  by  people  as  busy  as  himself,  and  separated  by  thousands  of      '     '      * 
leagues  from  almost  all  society,  gave  both  by  his  example  and  his  muni- 
ticenee  a  great  impulse  to  learning. 

Catalogue.  Grenadier. 

Balance.  Coalesce. 

Campaign.  Unwieldy. 

Mary ,  Probationer. 

Common  salt,  though  found  in  some  countries  in  asollid  and  massive  slate, 
is  for  the  most  part  an  artificial  preparation  from  sea  water.  Scarcely 
any  other  production  is  in  so  much  request.  It  is  used  by  the  inhabitants 
of  nearly  all  countries  for  correcting  the  insipidity  of  food.  "When 
applied  in  small  quantities  it  accellerates  the  putrid  fermentation,  and 
in  this  case,  it  is  considered  to  aid  dije&tion  by  promoting  the  decom- 
position of  the  aliments.  The  most  celebrated  salt  mines  are  in  Poland. 
On  deconding  to  the  bottom  of  these  mines  a  stranger  is  astonished  to 
find  a  kind  of  subterranean  republic  consisting  of  many  families,  who 
have  their  own  peculiar  laws.  Here  are  public  roads  and  carriages, 
horses  being  employed  to  draw  the  salt  to  the  mouths  of  the  mine,  where 
it  is  taken  up  by  engines.  Many  of  the  people  are  bom  there  and 
never  stir  out,  but  others  have  occasional  opportunities  of  breathing  the 
fresh  air  in  the  fields  and  enjoying  the  light  of  the  sun. 

Minature.  Burial. 

Nuisance,  Jeopardy. 

Machinery.  Dialogue. 


[Gekebal  Bbhabu. 
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OsN£&AL  BsKABKB  on  104  NATIONAL  SCHOOLS  inBpected  by  Dr.  Newell, 
during  the  year  1854. 

Nork — Ijeet  the  following  brief  remarks,  which  are  Yeir  short  abstracts  of  the  reports  sent  weekly  b^  me  to  tho 
Office  on  each  school,  should  lead  anj  one  to  believe  thattne  schools  are  really  worse  than  thejare,  I  think  it  -well 
to  observe  that  the  standard  by  which  I  tested  the  pupils*  proficiency  was  very  high ;  but  with  effective  teaching  and 
active  management,  quite  attainable.  Unless  50  per  cent,  of  tho  pupils  in  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  claasea, 
answered  fairly  in  every  branch  taught^  and  half  of  these  decidedly  well,  I  would  not  consider  a  school  in  a  satiii- 
fiictory  state.  I  applied  the  same  standard  to  u//  the  schools,  otherwise  it  is  clear  my  returns  would  be  of  no  use 
in  an  educational  point  of  view.  Bverv  child  in  every  one  of  these  classes  in  104  schools  was  examined  by  di»  in 
each  branch,  except  in  one  school,  at  which  a  few  escaped  being  examined  in  geography. 

The  Rathcormac  Female  National  School,  and  the  Kenmare  Industrial,  are  not  referred  to  in  my  General 
Report.  In  the  former  I  did  not  examine  all  the  classes,  and  the  latter  is  clearly  exceptional  as  regards  liteiaiy 
fitatisticfl. 

The  letter  a,  refers  to  the  state  of  the  School  Aooounts. 
„        b,  u        supply  of  Requisites  and  Books. 

„        c,  „        general  obflerranoe  of  Board's  Rules. 


Coon^. 


TMiddng  powtr. 


Co.  Cork. 
1. 
Brooklodge, 


Kiverstown, 


8. 

Lisgoold,  f. 


Ballymore,  mixed, 


Clenore  and  Car- 
rig,  m. 


1854. 
Jan.  34, 


Jan.  S6, 


Jan.  31, 


96 


19     53-5 


Feb.    1,        49 


65 


Feb.   9,  ;    81       81 


An  untrained 
teacher.lll>. 


Trpiined 
teacher.  11' 

A.  paid  work- 
mistress. 


Trained 
teacher.  V. 


An  untrained 
probationer. 


Trained 
teacher.  II". 


Slated  honse,  in  bad  state  of  repair;  slates  off  roof,  and 
windows  broken;  walls  dirty  and  not  wbitewaahed. 
Room  sufficiently  commodious,  and  ftimiahed.  As  this 
was  the  first  day  after  the  Christmas  vacation  the 
attendance  was  very  small;  but,  fVom  all  I  could  observe 
and  learn,  the  parents  in  this  locality  arc  indifferent  to 
the  education  of  their  children.  No  fourth  class  in  the 
school.  The  teacher  does  not  appear  to  have  made  due 
exertion  to  bring  about  a  better  state  of  things,  a, 
fair;  &,bad;  c,  fair. 

Slated  house  and  in  repair ;  desks  and  forms  sufficient, 
but  badly  constructed.  No  black  board ;  tablet  lessons 
stuck  up  against  .walls;  arraugemeut  of  time-table 
inapplicable  to  present  state  of  school  business.  Answer- 
ing- of  pupils  bad  in  every  particular.  There  was  a 
waut  of  discipline  in  the  school,  and  of  earnestness  in 
the  pupils'  manner.  A  slight  attempt  has  been  made 
to  introduce  vocal  music,  but  the  singing  was  most  dis- 
cordant. Teacher  careless  and  inefficient  a,  bad ;  6, 
fair;  c,  bad. 

Slated  house,  in  repair  and  well  kept;  school-room  ftilly 
furnished  and  very  neat;  pupils'  progress  since  the 
apiwintment  of  the  present  teacher  satisfactory ;  but 
the  positive  state  of  their  answering  was,  in  many  res- 
pects, very  middling.  Discipline  and  order  excellent. 
Teacher  intelligent  and  skilful.  Every  thing  connected 
with  the  school  is  promising,  a,  good;  6,  fair;  c, 
good. 

Thatehed  house,  very  unsuitable,  and  in  bad  state  of 
repair;  fVimiture  bad;  classes  as  badly  prepared  as 
any  I  ever  examined.    It  is,  in  fact,  a  hedge  school  in 
all  but  in  name. 
N.B. — Since  my  inspection  teacher  was  dismissed, 
and  school  struck  off  the  rolls. 

Thatched  house  and  in  repair;  contains  two  rooms,  one 
for  boys  and  one  for  girls ;  there  is  a  bad  clay  floor;  the 
ftimiture  is  pretty  good ;  but  tlierc  was  a  want  of  arith- 
metical  tablet  lessons ;  time-table  badly  oonstructed ; 
Junior  classes  answered  very  poorly;  but  there  were 
six  boys  present  in  third  class  rather  well  prepared ;  no 
fourth  class.  Teacher  has  been  only  one  month  in 
charge  of  this  school,  although  under  the  Board  since 
1849.    a,  bad;  6,  bad ;  c,  very  unsatisfactory. 
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tlfiNBEAL  Rkmarkw  od  104  NATIONAL  SoHOOLs  inspected  by  Dr.  NbwblIi, 
during  the  year  1854, 


l27 


T«Mlilncpoi*«r. 


Co.  Cork— oon. 

6. 

Clenore  &  Canig,  t 


JPeb.  3, 


Ballyhooley, 


Tocher,  mixed. 


9. 
Whitedmrch,   m. 


Feb.  8, 


Feb.  0, 


22 


37 


44 


Feb.  7, 


Ditto, 


1ft. 


11. 

BaUintemple, 
mixed. 


Feb.  7, 


Feb.  8, 


36 


73 


60 


86 


18 


An  untrained 
probationer. 


A  trained 
teacher.  V. 

An  assistant 
who  is  a  pro- 
bationer. 


An  untrained 
teacher.  IP. 


88  An  untrained 
teacher.IIF. 


87 


An  untrained 
probationer. 


39 


41  An  untrained 
probationer. 


House  described  under  last  head ;  school-room  badly  fir- 
nished ;  only  one  desk  with  a  seat  attached  and  a  few 
short  forms ;  no  black  board ;  school  has  only  recently 
been  taken  into  connexion,  and  is  still  without  booka 
and  the  usual  apparatus.  The  girls  used  previously  to 
receive  instruction  in  the  male  school;  their  profidenoy 
was  generally  very  low.  The  teacher  is  young  and  in- 
expi^enced,  and  altogether  there  is  little  to  be  expected, 
a,  fair ;  6,  very  deficient ;  c,  fUr. 

Slated  house,  well  built,  and  in  good  state  of  repair ;  flir- 
niture  good ;  no  fourth  daas  present ;  only  the  pupito 
in  the  third  class  answered  well ;  the  condition  of  th6 
school,  must,  under  drcumstanoes,  be  set  down  as  very 
unsatisfactory.  There  is  an  able  teacher,  with  an  assist- 
ant,bnt  the  former  has  not  been  even  commonly  attentive 
to  her  businen.  Time-table  badly  arranged.  The 
school  is  handsomely  endowed  by  the  Earl  of  LJstowel. 
Singing  used  to  be  taught,  but  has  been  given  up.  o. 
fair ;  b  and  c,  good. 

House  of  a  bad  description,  and  out  of  repair;  the  ap- 
proach, too,  is  objectionable;  room  badly  lighted  and 
Aimished ;  no  black  board.  With  the  exception  of  the 
answering  of  three  pupils  in  the  fourth  dass,  the  pro- 
ficiency was  bad ;  in  geography  only  was  the  general 
answering  good.  The  teacher  is  smart,  and  for  his 
years  experienced,  but  is  evidently  not  contented  with 
ills  present  situation,  which  makes  him  more  or  leas 
indifTerent  to  the  wdfkre  of  the  schooL  Arrangement 
of  time-table  obscure.  Diadpline  lax.  a,  well  kept ; 
6,  defident ;  c,  good. 
N.B.— Teacher  has  since  resigned,  and  Joined  the 
special  class. 

A  slated  house  of  rather  imposing  appearance,  but  very 
badly  constructed  for  school  purposes,  and  invan  unfur- 
nished sUte.  .  The  school  is  liable  to  be  disturbed  by 
noise  ttom  the  girl*s  school  overhead,  as  the  flooring  is 
not  ceiled ;  roof  out  of  repair ;  fhmiture  suffident,  but 
badly  arranged;  time-table  not  filled  up.  The  pro- 
fidency  of  the  pupils,  except  in  dictation,  which  had  not 
been  practised  till  latdy,  was  fair ;  the  sut^Jects  of  pupils* 
lessons  were  not  careMly  explained,  so  that  there  was 
a  want  of  intelligence  among  the  classes.  Teadter  ^- 
pears  defident  in  energy.  He  Is  pretty  constantly  em- 
ployed in  translating  Irish  manuscripts,  which  may 
interfere  with  his  proper  vocation  of  schoolmaster,  a, 
fi^ly  kept ;  h,  very  defident;  c,  fUr. 

School  held  on  second  floor  of  house  Just  desoribed,  and 
conducted  by  male  teadier^  wife.  There  are  suffident 
desks  and  forms,  but  no  black  board,  nor  large  maps, 
but  these  latter  are  borrowed  occadonally  fit)m  the  boys* 
school.  The  condition  of  the  classes  generally  was  very 
unsatisfactory,  and  the  teacher  seems  unequal  to  an 
effective  discharge  of  her  duties^  However,  I  saw  the 
school  under  very  unfavourable  circumstances,  o,  fair; 
6,  very  defident ;  c,  fair. 

School  held  in  a  small  room,  forming  portion  of  a  house 
occupied  by  a  tailor  in  the  village ;  the  room  is  most 
unsuitable,  and  every  thing  connected  with  it  unsatis- 
'factory.  The  children  in  attendance  are  all  very  young, 
and  can  do  little  more  than  read  and  spell.  The  teacher 
is  ineffidcnt,  and  there  are  no  advantages  conferred  on 
the  locality  by  this  school,  a,  very  incorrect,  and,  I 
believe,  falsified ;  6,  defident ;  c,  bad. 
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Gbne&al  Bemisks  od  104  National  Schools  iiMspected  by  Dr.  Nbw^ll 
during  the  year  1854. 


Coaaty. 


I  TMdilog  power. 


Co.  Cork— eon. 

12. 
Blackrock,        oi. 


1«. 
Ballyvrtflkig, 
.    xnixed, 


14. 
Sundays*  Well,   f. 


15. 
Bouglai,  m. 


16. 
Kilercddan, 
mixed, 


17. 
Vicaniown,       f. 


Feb.  9, 


Feb.  10, 


Feb.  Si, 


Feb.  37, 


Feb.  28, 


Mar.  1, 


64        65 


87 


42 


Trained 
teacher.  IP. 


An  untrained 
probationer. 


01 


76 


41 


02,  A  trained 
teacher.  I*. 

An  untrained 
probationer 
as  assista&t. 

A    work- 
mistress. 


An  untrained 
teacher.  III*. 
An  assistant 
who  is  a  pro- 
bationer. 


6i 


n 


89 


Trained 
teacher. 


Untrained 
Teacher.IIP. 


House  in  repair,  but  tlie  floor  is  of  a  bad  description,  and 
the  walls  very  dhty ;  there  is  rather  too  much  ftirniture. 
The  proficiency  of  the  senior  classes  was  creditable,  but 
of  the  Junior  quite  the  contrary.  The  teacher  fin  da 
that  the  attendance  is  too  large  to  admit  of  his  prepar- 
ing all  the  classes  well,  so  he  devotes  undue  attention 
to  the  advanced  classes.  There  was  a  general  want  of 
peraonal  cleanliness  and  of  discipline ;  arrangement  of 
school  time  very  conAued.    a,  fair ;  b,  fair ;  c,  good. 

N.B. — An  assistant  teacher  has  been  appointed. 

A  good  house,  and  in  repair,  but  walls  very  damp ;  fViel 
scarce,  so  thnt  there  is  seldom  a  fire  in  the  school-room ; 
too  many  desks  and  forms ;  no  Uack  board ;  tablet 
lessons  mouldering  away  from  wetness  of  walls;  mshool- 
time  badly  arranged.  Pupils*  answering  on  every  sub- 
ject very  discreditable.  I  doubt  if  I  ever  observed  auch 
evidences  of  careless  teaching,  a,  badly  kept;  6,  defi- 
cient ;  c,  bad. 

N.B.~Teachcr  has  since  been  dismissed  from  Board'* 
service. 

House  in  pretty  good  state  of  repair ;  school-room  larige 
and  commodious,  and  well  furnished,  although  some  of 
the  fUmiture  requires  repairs:  no  black  board;  reading, 
writing,  and  dictation  generally  well  taught,  but  in 
other  branches  the  good  answering  was  cjcoeptioual ; 
arrangement  of  school-time  bad ;  order  and  cleanline^ 
not  strictly  attended  to.  Tlie  principal  teacher  is  a 
steady  well-informed  person,  but  apparently  deficient  in 
energy.  In  the  senior  classes  it  was  only  the  naturally 
quick  girls  that  were  generally  well  prepared;  sufficient 
labour  in  teaching  did  not  apiiear  to  have  been  bestowed 
upon  girls  not  equally  gifted,  a,  indUferent;  ft,  fair ; 
c,  rather  good. 

Slated  house,  in  repair,  but  walls  not  plastered  inside ; 
fbmiture  sufficient.  Answering  of  senior  classes  good 
on  all  sul%|ects  save  dictation,  which  branch  has  been 
only  lately  introduced ;  the  Juidor  classes  were  not  so 
well  prepared.  The  teacher  struck  me  as  an  earnest 
and  useful  servant    a,  fkir ;  6,  fkir ;  c,  good. 

Slated  house,  and  in  repair;  school-room  badly  fVimiabed, 
aud  worse  kept;  floor  covered  with  dust,  and  walls  with 
cobwebs.  Every  thing  about  the  premises  bespoke  the 
grossest  inattention;  teacher  himself  the  impersonation 
of  disorder  and  untidiness.  Great  want  of  discipUue. 
Writing  the  only  branch  Ikirly  taught ;  in  every  otlier 
subject  I  found  the  pupils,  with  few  exceptions,  badly 
prepared.  Teacher  has  a  farm,  which  seems  to  engross 
his  attention,    a,  bad ;  6,  deficient ;  c,  very  bad. 

N.B.— Teacher  has  since  been  reduced  to  leeond  class. 

School  held  in  an  indlfTerent  thatched  cabin ;  Aimiture 
only  tolerable;  no  black  board.  The  attendance  of  the 
pupils  to-day  was  small,  as  it  was  Ash- Wednesday.  In 
no  respect  could  the  answering  of  the  classes  be  con- 
sidered at  all  good.  The  mistress  is  a  person  of  xerj 
limited  attainments,  and  possessing  little  power  as  a 
teacher.  There  are  no  inducements  for  a  good  teacher 
to  settle  in  the  locality,  which  is  poor  and  remote. 
Time-table  injudiciously  drawn  up.  d,  badly  kept ;  6, 
deficient ;  c,  flUr. 
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tMStj. 


Co.  Cork— <Dn. 

18. 
3btahea,  m. 


^  19. 

Fimui  temp.    Ai. 


20. 
IMtto,  t 


31. 


mto.         f. 


3S. 
Abbej,     mixed. 


Kflinglcp«gh, 
iBixed, 


▼01.  U, 


1854. 
Mar.  1, 


Mar.?, 


Mar.  3, 


Mar.  8, 


Har.% 


Mar.  7, 


Mar.  7, 


39 


S7 


89-5 


50-5 


38 


18 


33 


31 


34 


85*6 


30 


89 


87 


Trained 
teacher.inV 


Trained 
teacher.  IIP, 


Probationer, 
not  trained. 


Untrained 
teacher.  III". 


Trained 
teacher.  II<. 


Trained 
teacher.IIP. 


Untrained 
teacher.III'. 


This  is  the  boys'  scliool  for  the  locality  Just  deseribed,  and 
id  within  a  few  yards  of  the  j^irls'  school,  but  in  a  diflbrent 
townland.  It  is  held  in  a  thatched  cabin,  which  is  very 
incommodious,  and  badly  lighted.  The  ftimitnre  is  in- 
different ;  no  black  lioard.  The  classes  were  in  most 
respects  well  prepared,  and  the  teacher  seems  industriooa 
and  wedded  to  his  calling,    a,  fair ;  6,  deficient ;  e,  good. 

House  unsuitable,  and  although  the  school-room  was  to 
be  only  temporarily  occupied,  the  school  has  been  held 
in  it  for  the  last  Jbur  ymn.  Desks  and  forms  sufficient ; 
no  black  board.  Only  the  fourth  class  answered  well ; 
the  others  were  badly  prepared.  The  teacher  appears 
on  the  whole  attentive,  but  meets  with  little  encourage- 
ment from  the  parents  of  the  children,  or  from  any  one 
else,    a,  fair ;  b,  deficient ;  c,  good. 

School  held  in  second  apartment  of  house  Just  deacribed{ 
fttrniture  indiiferent.  Except  in  spelling  and  reading, 
the  pupils  have  made  little  progress.  Teacher  is  very 
inexperienced  in  school  management,  and  her  attain- 
ments are  limited.  Altogether  the  children  derive  little 
benefit  from  their  attendance  at  this  school,  a,  badly- 
kept  ;  6,  bad ;  c,  fkir. 

N.B.— Teacher  has  ceased  to  be  a  servant  of  the  Board. 

Slated  house;  wbidows,  door,  and  walls  require  some 
repairs ;  room  c<mimodious  and  well  lighted ;  desks  and 
forms  good,  but  no  black  board.  The  attendance  at 
this  school  has  greatly  fallen  off,  owing  to  the  decrease 
in  the  population.  No  fourth  class.  Except  in  dictation 
and  arithmetic,  the  pupils'  proficiency  was  pretty  ftir ; 
writing  well  taught;  cleanliness  and  order  good ;  teacher 
oarefUl  and  promising,    a,  ikir ;  6,  fair ;  c^  good. 

School  held  on  second  fioorof  house  Just  described;  school- 
room in  all  respects  similarly  famished.  In  writing 
and  arithmetic  satisflictory  progress  has  not  been  made, 
but  in  other  branches  the  answering  was  rather  good. 
Teacher  is  a  smart,  intelligent  person.  The  time-tiU)le 
was  obscurely  filled  up.    a,  fair ;  6,  fair ;  c,  good. 

Slated  house,  and  in  good  state  of  repair.  Although  I 
arrived  at  school  only  a  few  minutes  before  10  o'clodc,  I 
observed  no  appearance  of  the  pupils  assembling.  On 
pushing  against  the  door  it  gave  way,  having  been 
fastened  from  the  inside  by  placing  a  large  stone  against 
it.  Every  thing  in  school-room  was  in  a  most  oonfhsed 
and  disorderly  state ;  desks  and  forms  unsteady. 
Teacher  reached  within  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  my 
arrival,  when  a  few  children  began  to  assemble.  No 
fourth  class.  The  answering  of  the  15  pupils  in  the 
second  and  third  classes  was  very  poor.  Writing  from 
dictation  has  not  been  introduced.  There  was  a  great 
want  of  personal  cleanliness,  and  of  discipline,  a,  badly 
kept ;  &,  very  deficient ;  c,  bad. 

House  very  unsuitable,  and  in  a  bad  state  of  repair; 
school-room  badly  ftu*nished.  The  school  is  situated  in 
a  farm -yard,  close  to  a  manure  heap,  and  without  any 
proper  avenue  or  means  of  approach.  Even  the  very 
backward  state  of  the  locality  does  not  excuse  this 
unbecoming  state  of  things.  From  want  of  books  I 
found  it  difficult  to  examine  the  pupils,  whose  answer- 
ing was  in  all  respects  deficient.  Teacher  receives  no 
local  support  or  encouragement^  and  sees  no  advantage 
in  having  such  a  school  in  existence,  a,  badly  kept;  6, 
very  deficient;  c,  bad. 
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School  and 
Ooanty. 


Ill 


Co.  Cork— oofi. 

25. 

Cafltletewui^nd,  m. 


36. 
Pitto,  f. 


Mar.  4, 


Mar.  8, 


27. 
Recngarpga, 


38 


48 


27 


28. 
Arda«h,  f. 


Mar.  9, 


Mar.  10, 


29. 
Scartleigh,  mixed. 


15 


89 


Trained 
teacher.  IIV 


An  untrained 
teadier^Ur. 


83  Untrained 
teacher.in*. 


66       68 


Mar.  n. 


^allykuoclMmixcd,  Mar.  14 


70 


73 


Trained 

teacher.  !•. 
An  untrained 

asaistant. 

III". 
A  paid  mom- 

trees. 


Tndned 
teacher.IIIi 


Untrained 
teachcr.III* 


Slated  honae,  and  in  good  state  of  repair;  premises  in 
some  respects  badly  Icept ;  achool-room  commodious  and 
well  ftunished,  but  untidily  kept.  The  senior  classes 
have,  in  some  respects,  been  well  taught,  but  there  was 
no  evidence  that  the  Junior  had  received  due  attention. 
Dictation  is  not  practised.  Tliere  was  much  idle  scrib- 
bling in  the  copy  books.  Discipline  not  good.  Prompt- 
ing in  class  generaL  Teacher  is  quite  capable  of  hav- 
ing his  school  in  a  very  different  condition,  a,  £ur;  6, 
deflcient^-only  one  inkbottie  to  day  between  both  schools  ; 
0,  fair. 

House  and  school-room  as  described  under  last  head; 
state  of  classes  generally  unsatisfactoiy.  The  mistresa, 
who  is  daughter  of  the  male  teacher,  has  not  exerted 
herself  to  secure  an  efficient  school.  The  only  good 
feature  about  the  school  was  the  cleanliness  of  the  girls* 
but  as  I  arrived  at  the  school  before  the  pupils  were 
assembled,  I  suspect  my  arrival  was  telegnqthed,  as  is  a 
common  practice,  so  that  the  children  came  specially 
dressed  up.    a»  imperfect;  &,  very  deficient;  c,  fair. 

Thatched  house;  roof  slightiy  out  of  repair;  floor  very 
damp;  fhmlture  good;  time-table  badly  constructed. 
The  few  children  present  were  rather  well  prepared. 
Only  the  master's  son  had  reached  the  Fourth  Book. 
The  school  is  sitnated  on  one  of  the  islands  on  the  west 
of  the  CO.  Cork.  The  people  do  not  seem  to  set  any 
value  on  educating  tiieir  children,  who  are  kept  at 
home  on  the  slightest  excuse.  The  teacher  and  his 
family  are  almost  starving,  a.  fair;  6,  deficient;  c, 
good. 

House  and  premises  excellent;  school-room  well  ftimished 
and  kept;  appearance  of  the  pupils  neat  in  the  extreme ; 
all  wore  a  uniform  dress  and  caps.  There  were  10 
l^rls  present  in  tiie  Fifth  Book.  The  proficiency  and 
attainments  of  all  the  classes  were  generally  satisfactory. 
The  discipline  and  system  unusually  good.  This  school 
lias  been  a  kind  of  nursery  for  National  schoolmistresses, 
and  its  useftilness  as  a  training  school  has  been  very 
generally  felt,    a,  b,  and  c,  good. 

A  well-bnilt  slated  house;  windows  in  great  want  of 
glazing ;  there  are  sufficient  desks  and  forms,  but  no 
black-board;  school-room  very  dirtyi  and  there  was  a 
total  want  of  discipline  and  order  among  the  classes. 
I  found  one  man  (a  pupil)  smoking  in  the  school-room. 
They  boys  and  girls  were  on  the  high  road  in  uproarious 
play.  The  teacher  was  not  in  attendance  at  my  arri^'al, 
but  came  sliortiy  afterwards,  and  stated  that  he  had 
been  at  dinner.  The  answering  of  the  pupils  was  in 
every  single  particular  shameAilly  bad.  The  people  of 
the  locality,  however,  seem  to  think  highly  of  the  teacher, 
but  there  never  was  a  more  misplacod  confidence.  He 
is  unteachable  and  inefficient  to  a  degree,  a,  very 
incorrect ;  6,  deficient ;  o,  very  bad.  • 

House  and  premit^ea  badly  suited,  and  a  good  deal  of 
inconvenience  arises  fVom  tiie  teacher's  residence  and 
the  school-room  being  approached  by  the  same  door. 
Furniture  very  bad,  uud  badly  arranged;  no  black 
board.  In  geography  and  writing,  the  proficiency  was 
bad,  but  in  other  branches  fair.  Writing  fh>m  dictation 
has  not  been  practised.  There  was  a  great  want  of 
intelligence  among  cla-sscs.  The  master  is  one  of  the 
**  old  school^'*  and  very  untidy  in  his  person,  a,  fkirly 
kept;  6,ikir;  <^  good. 
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Co.  GoKK— con. 

81. 
Batheorm»o,     m. 


at. 

Ditto,  f. 


83. 
Ferntuj,  prep.  m. 


Ditto. 


34. 


Har.  15, 


Mar.  15, 


Mar.  16, 


64 


BB 


76 


Mar.  16, 


Co.  LiHEBTCK. 
85. 

SaiaeoUa,         m. 


30. 


37. 

Glenotheeiitinized, 


Mar.  37, 


March  27. 


April.  10, 


55 


79 


108 


Trained 
teacher.  IXV 
A  paid  moni- 
tor. 

Trained 

teacher.  I*. 
An  assistant, 

not  trained. 
UI>. 


Trained 
teacher.  I*. 


65 


M 


58 


80 


80 


31 


68 


a  proba- 
tioner, and 
not  trained. 


Trained 

teacher.  I*. 
An  assistant, 
a  probationer 

and  not 

trained. 


Trained 
teacher.  It. 
An  assistant, 
a  probationer 


Teacher  now 
in  training. 
1IL». 


Trained 

teacher.  P. 
A  worlunis- 

tress. 


VuL.  n. 


House  in  repair;  fhmltiire  good  ,•  aohool-room  well  kept 
Answering  of  pupils  generally  good  and  intelligent 
Master  is  a  painstaking  person,  and  his  school eridences 
much  careftU  teaching,    a,  ftir ;  (,  i3idr ;  c,  good. 

Honse  in  fair  state  of  repair ;  fhmitnre  middling ;  school- 
room very  well  kept;  time-table  badly  drawn  np.  I 
had  not  time  to  examine  all  the  classes.  The  girls  in 
the  fourth  class,  numbering  to  day  18^  answered  well  in 
nine  cases.  The  teacher  is  a  systematic  and  intelligent 
person,    a,  fair;  6,  deficient ;  c,  fair. 

Large  slated  house  of  two  stories ;  senior  school  is  held  in 
second  story.  Walls  and  doors  require  some  repairs ; 
ihmitare  sufficient;  school-room  badly  kept,,  the  walls 
being  ooTered  with  dost  and  cobwebs.  There  was  a 
want  of  cleanliness  and  of  discipline  among  the  pupUs. 
As  soon  as  the  boys  reach  the  third  class,  they  are  pro- 
moted to  the  senior  school.  The  answering  was  not 
good  in  any  branch.  Writing  is  fiifrly  (aught  The 
principal  master  seems  earnest,  but  he  is  not  cfTective 
as  a  teacher  of  young  children.  He  does  not  adapt  his 
language  to  their  capacities.  Time-table  badly  arranged, 
a.  fair;  6,  fair;  c,  good. 

The  flrrt  and  second  lesson  books  are  not  read  In  this 
school.  There  were  41  boys  present  in  the  third,  and 
16  in  the  Fourth  Book ;  some  of  the  latter  read  occasion- 
ally in  the  Fifth  Book.  The  answering  on  some  sulijects 
was  yery  good.  Geography  and  grammar  are  the  least 
effectiyely  taught  branches.  Dictation  fairly  attended 
to,  and  writing  yery  successfully  taught  Time-table 
not  suspended.  I  cannot  say  much  for  the  order  or 
cleanliness.  Teacher  appears  a  steady  nseftd  school- 
master,   a,  fidr ;  &,  fair;  c,  good. 


Slated  house,  and  with  ttie  exception  of  the  want  of  a  few 
slates,  is  in  good  state  of  repair;  school-room  commo* 
dious  and  well  ftumished;  cleanliness  and  discipline 
good;  but  pupils  wear  their  caps  in  school,  which  I 
consider  a  yery  otgectionable  habit.  There  were  7  boys 
in  the  Fifth  Book,  who  answered  well  on  all  suttJects,  but 
they  haye  reoelyed  an  undue  amount  of  att^tion  ftom 
their  teacher,  as  the  proficiency  of  the  boys  in  the  other 
classes  was  yery  unsatisfactory.  Writing  only  is  gene- 
rally well  taught  Teacher  has  been  iu  the  seryice  of 
the  Board  since  its  establishment  but  has  still  a  good 
deal  of  energy  left  Time-table  not  Judiciously  con- 
structed,  a,  fair ;  6,  fkir ;  «,  good. 

School  held  in  a  smaller  room  of  the  bouse  Just  referred 
to ;  fhmiture  good ;  time-table  badly  oonstructed.  The 
aclmowledged  teacher  was  absent  at  'training,  and  the 
scliool  was  in  charge  of  an  inefflcient  substitute.  The 
answering  of  all  the  classes  was  decidedly  bad,  nor  could 
I  obserye  any  traces  of  the  pupUs  haying  been  once 
carefully  taught,  a,  yery  irregularly  kept ;  b;  fair ;  c, 
fiOr. 

House  in  good  state  of  repair;  it  contains  apartments  for 
the  teacher  and  his  family ;  school-room  fairly  fhmished 
and  kept.  There  is  no  fourth  class,  and  the  answering 
of  the  second  and  third  classes  was,  in  no  respect,  good. 
The  mechanical  part  of  the  instruction  has  been  imper- 
fdctly  imparted,  while  the  pupils  were  exceedingly  defi- 
cient in  intelligence.  The  teacher  bears  a  high  charac- 
t^  for  ability,  And  his  mothod  of  ozamining  a  class 
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Conntj. 


Co.  Ijmebick 


88. 
Kilflnane,         m. 


89. 
Kingstown*      n. 


B«Uinl< 


40. 


41. 
IHttOh  f. 


43. 
ShantgoLdent     1. 


48. 

IHtto, 


April,  11 


April,  13, 


April,  2f 


April,  24, 


April.  S5, 


April,  S5, 


73 


111 


00 


48 


43 


67 


87 


49 


40*7 


87-A 


3«-7 


TMidilntpowtr. 


Trained 

teacher.  11'. 
An  assistant 

not  trained. 


Untrained 
teao]i«r.IIP 


Untrained 
teacher.  III*. 


An  nntrained 
probationer. 


Trained 
teaehei^III*. 


Trained 
teacher.  IIi. 


would  lead  one  to  look  for  very  different  resalts  ih>m 
those  arriTed  at  to-day.    a,  very  well  kept ;  6,  good ;  c, 
very  good. 
This  school  is  handsomely  endowed  by  Lord  Ashtown. 

School  held  in  a  room  of  the  village  market-house,  whicli 
is  in  a  very  bad  state  of  repair,  and  badly  adapted  for  its 
present  use.  The  Aimiture  is  also  of  a  bad  description  ; 
no  fourth  class  present.  The  attainments  of  the  pupils 
in  the  second  and  third  classes  were  rather  creditable, 
while  not  a  few  displayed  a  good  deal  of  intelligence. 
The  writing  was  very  indifferent,  and  tliesupply  of  paper 
bad.  With  the  present  staff  of  teachers  more  satisfac- 
tory results  might  reasonably  be  expected,  a,  fkir; 
6,  fair;  c,  good. 

Slated  honse,  and  in  repair ;  premises  not  fhlly  enclosed, 
and  are  exposed  to  trespass  fh)m  cattle ;  school-rooni 
rather  well  famished,  but  there  is  no  black  board ; 
time-table  injudiciously  constructed.  The  small  attend- 
ance was  owing  to  the  approach  of  vacation,  which  was 
to  commence  next  day.  Of  the  7  children  present,  2 
were  in  the  first  and  5  in  the  second  book.  Of  the  latter, 
4  read  correctly,  and  1  could  work  subtraction,  a,  very 
irregularly  kept ;  6,  deficient ;  c,  fair. 

Tliatched  house,  with  clay  floor ;  school-room  badly  ftir- 
nislied ;  no  black  board ;  time-table  useless  as  a  gui<le 
to  the  occupation  of  school  time.  Pupils'  attainments 
very  low,  and  in  no  department  was  there  evidence  of 
skill  on  the  part  of  the  teacher.  Dictation  not  prac- 
tised, and  with  the  exception  of  the  answering  of  4 
children  on  the  map  of  the  world,  nothing  favourable 
can  be  recorded,  nor  need  any  satisfactory  results  be 
looked  for,  while  the  school  is  conducted  by  the  pi^esent 
teacher,    a,  fkir ;  6,  deficient ;  o,  fair. 

School  held  in  a  room  of  the  house  Just  described,  and  ia 
approached  through  the  boy's  school-room ;  Itamitnre 
unsuitable;  time-table  useless.  Classes  generally  very 
badly  prepared.  Teacher  of  limited  attainments.  IHa- 
cipUnebad.  a,  fair;  6,  deficient;  c,  indifferent. 
N.B. — Teacher  has  been  dismissed  since  date  of 
inspection. 

A  well  built  house,  and  in  repair;  school -room  suitably 
ihmished  for  an  infant  school.  When  the  pupils  can 
read  the  sequel  to  the  Second  Book  of  Lessons  they  leave 
for  the  boys'  or  girls*  school.  I  saw  this  school  at  a  bad 
season  of  the  year,  as  the  small  children  had  not 
attended  regularly,  and  many  not  at  all  during  the 
winter.  However,  the  spelling  and  reading  should  have 
been  better.  The  classes  attempted  a  few  songs,  but 
the  singing  was  from  first  to  last  painftally  discordant. 
Teacher  does  not  adapt  her  language  to  the  capacity  of 
infants.  In  teaching  addition,  she  spoke  to  the  chil- 
drcn,  whose  age  averaged  only  ft}  years,  of  •*  vertical 
colunms  of  figures,"  without  explaining  the  meanings  of 
the  words,    a,  iUrly  kept ;  &,  fair ;  c,  good. 

A  good  slated  house ;  school-room  well  fkiralshed.  This 
school  is  in  a  transition  state,  most  of  the  scholars  having 
recently  attended  hedge  schools  where  they  contracted 
bad  methods  of  spelling  and  reading,  and  were  generally 
badly  taught.  However,  the  answering  of  the  clas^'^e;!, 
and  the  discipline  of  the  school,  were  not  what  might, 
under  even  existing  circumstances,  be  reasonably  ex- 
pected fVom  a  person  of  the  teacher's  ability.  There  is 
evidently  a  lack  of  exertion,  a,  well  kept;  It,  lUr;  c» 
good. 
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III 

HI 


Co.  LncEBiCK-cofk 

44. 
Shana^lden,    m. 


45. 
Templeglantine,m 


46. 
Ditto,  f 


47. 
Croome,  m. 


Co.  COBK. 

48. 
UMvaird,         m. 


49. 
Ditto,  f. 


April,  25, 


51 


44-5 


Tndncd 

teacher.  P. 
A  paid 

mouitor. 


April,  97, 


53 


April,  27, 


April,  28, 


62 


08 


«2 


CO-5 


Trained 
teacher.  II*. 


Untrained 
teacher.III^ 


Trained 
teacher.  P. 


May,  8. 


53 


88 


Trained 
teacher.IIIi. 


May,  8, 


48 


Untrained 
teacher.lili. 


00. 
Cape  Clear,       m. 


May,  4, 


Untrained 
and  a  pro- 
iNttioner. 


An  excellent  house  with  a  oommodioui  and  well  Aimished 
room,  which  is  neatly  kept.  There  was  a  fifth  class,  in 
which  only  2  boys  were  present.  The  general  profi- 
ciency was  not  good.  I  found  even  the  senior  boys 
very  slow  in  explaining  the  meanings  of  words,  and  very 
ignorant  of  the  subjects  they  had  read.  In  dictation 
and  writing,  fair  progress  has  been  made.  The  teacher 
is  an  active  i^rson,  but  has  to  attend  daily  at  the 
Mount  Trenchard  Model  Farm,  which  additional  labour 
impairs  his  uselUlness  in  relation  to  this  school,  a^ 
fair;  6,  good  ;  c,  good. 

Slated  house,  well  built,  and  in  repair ;  school-room  com- 
modious, and  suitably  famished.  There  is  a  fifth  class. 
The  reading  of  the  pupils  was  good,  but  of  the  attain- 
ments in  any  other  branch  I  cannot  speak  favourably. 
Dictation  has  been  wholly  neglected.  Teacher  has  not 
been  industrious.  The  school  is  situated  in  a  populous 
and  rather  backward  locality,  and  could  be  made  highly 
uaefiil.    a,  taSr;  6,  good ;  c,  good. 

House  and  fiimiture  excellent ;  and  in  spelling,  reading 
and  grammar,  the  answering  was  fair.  In  other  branches 
deficient.  Very  few  girls  attempted  to  write  ttom  dic- 
tation. Teacher  is  a  very  useful  person  among  girls, 
whom  she  governs  through  their  afliections,  but  her 
attention  has  latterly  be<3n  much  distracted  by  her 
large  family,    a,  6,  and  c,  fltir. 

School  held  at  the  end  of  the  village,  in  a  house  which  la 
but  poorly  adapted  for  the  purpose.  ,  The  ftimiture  la 
good,  and  the  school-room  well  kept ;  discipline  good. 
The  few  boys  in  the  fourth  class  were  generally  well 
prepared,  and  so  were  those  of  the  second  and  third 
classes  in  many  respects.  Of  56  above  the  first  class, 
43  read  well.  Dictation  is  very  well  attended  to.  The 
master  is  zealous  and  only  wants  to  have  a  direction 
given  to  his  labours,    a,  6,  and  c,  good. 


Slated  house,  and  in  repair;  ftoniture  tnffleient;  school- 
room well  kept.  Pupils  were,  on  the  whole,  well  pre- 
pared, but  their  attainments  were  limited.  No  fourth 
class.  The  attempt  at  dictation  was  only  middling. 
Discipline  gooi.  Pupils  are  called  by  their  register 
numbers  and  not  by  their  names.  This  practice  has 
many  advantages.  Teacher  is  energetic,  and  has,  for 
his  years,  a  fair  idea  of  school  management.  He  spent 
two  years  at  the  Dunmanway  District  Model  School, 
a,  fair ;  6,  fair ;  c,  good. 

House  as  described  under  last  head.  There  are  suflicient 
forms  and  other  school  apparatus,  but  only  one  desk. 
The  answering  of  the  classes  was  very  excellent,  the 
good  answering  being  75  per  cent.  Discipline  good,  and 
appearance  of  pupils  remarkably  neat.  The  teacher  la 
very  young,  but  was  well  prepared  for  her  office  by  a 
long  attendance  at  the  Ardagh  Female  National  School. 
She  has,  besides,  a  natural  aptitude  for  teaching,  a, 
fair :  6,  iUr ;  r,  good. 

A  very  indilTerent  thatched  cabin,  containing  two  rooms 
with  a  wooden  partition  between,  to  separate  the  boys 
fh>m  the  girls ;  Aimiture  suflicient ;  a  large  slate  uied 
for  a  black  board.  The  answering  of  the  classes  was  in 
most  particulars  fair,  and,  under  the  circumstances, 
might  be  termed  good.  The  island  is  about  10  miles 
firom  the  mi^n  laid,  tbe  channel  fDflen  dangerooa,  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


134  Appendix  to  Twenty-fir^  Report  of  Comnriesioners  [1864, 

Gekebal  Eemabks  on  106  National  Sohools  inspected  by  Dr.  Kbwell 
during  the  year  1864. 


0ehodiaiid 
Coontj. 


Date  of 
ItupecUon. 


I 


Teaohlag  poirw. 


Co.  CoHK — con. 


51. 
Cape  Clear,         f. 


£2. 
Tullig,  f. 


63. 
'  Ballyrougane,  m. 


54. 
Ditto,  f. 


Co.  Kerry. 

55. 

Goalane,  mixed,  . 


Co.  CoiiK. 
56. 
Castletown,  Bere- 
lutyeiia  m. 


May  4, 


25 


May  11, 


May  12, 


84 


17 


May  12, 


15 


May  16, 


82 


May  17, 


51 


27-8 


An  untrained 
tcacher.III« 


27-5 


34 


28 


Untrained. 
IIP. 


Untrained. 
IU«. 


Probationer, 
not  trained. 


19 


Trained 
teacher.  IT. 


Trained 
teacher.  !•. 

A])uid  moni- 
tor. 


the  means  of  communication  bad.  It  was  gratifying  to 
find  tliat  in  bo  remote  a  locality  so  much  progress  ha<l 
been  made.  Irish  is  the  yemacular,  but  eren  here  it  la 
becoming  obsolete  with  the  rising  generation.  I  w&s 
informed  that  all  the  children  present  were  related,  as 
the  islanders  all  intermarry.  The  children  were  not 
deficient  in  natural  intelligenoe.  Idiocy  is  rare  in  the 
island,  which  contains  about  819  inhabitants.  Tlie 
teacher  is  veiy  painstaking,  but  his  literary  qualifica- 
tions are  poor,    a,  fair;  6,  very  bad;  o,  good. 

This  school  is  in  a  very  inefficient  state,  and,  I  believe, 
chiefly  owing  to  the  inattention  of  the  teacher,  who 
seems  to  be  occupied  entirely  with  her  domestic  afllairs, 
to  the  neglect  of  her  school.  This  is  to  be  regretted  the 
more  as  there  is  only  the  one  school  on  the  island  bomi 
Jide  open  to  Roman  Catholic  children.  As  specimens  of 
the  pupils'  ignorance,  I  may  mention,  that  the  most  ad- 
vanced said  **  Ireland  belonged  to  America,"  and  that 
"  England  was  the  capital  of  Ireland."  Teacher  is  qni te 
capable  of  having  her  school  in  a  very  difi'erent  state, 
a,  indifferent ;  6,  bad ;  c,  bad. 

Slated  house,  in  fdr  state  of  repair ;  ftimitare  pretty 
good,  but  no  black  board  ;  time-table  very  injudiciously 
filled.  With  the  exception  of  the  answering  of  four 
girls  in  the  fourth  class,  the  general  answering  waa  bad. 
There  is  a  want  of  life  and  intelligence  in  the  teacher's 
method  of  conducting  her  schooL  a,  coziectbut  slovenly ; 
5,  bad ;  c,  indifi^ent. 

Slated  house,  situated  in  a  chapel  yard;  walls  dirty,  and 
the  partition  between  the  boys*  and  girls'  school-rooms  ia 
in  bad  state  of  repair ;  time-table  badly  arranged.  The 
school  was  in  charge  of  one  of  the  boys  of  the  fifth  class, 
owing  to  the  sudden  illness  of  the  teacher.  The  pupils 
in  the  fourth  and  fifth  classes  answered  fairly,  but  those 
in  the  Second  Book  were  badly  prepared,  a,  fair ;  &, 
bad ;  c,  fair. 

Jlouse  as  described  under  last  head ;  desks  and  forms 
sufficient,  but  not  arranged  in  the  most  advantageous 
manner;  no  black  board ;  time-table  badly  constructed. 
Judging  from  the  answering  of  the  few  pupils  present, 
and  from  all  I  observed,  I  would  say  that  this  school  is 
of  very  Httlo  service  to  the  locality.  The  girls  in  the 
fourth  class,  however,  were  well  prepared;  but  there 
was  a  want  of  steadiness  about  the  girls  and  the  teacher, 
and  there  were  many  irregularities  observable,  which 
made  me  question  the  teacher's  fitness  for  her  ofiSce. 
a,  6,  and  c,  bad. 

N.B. — ^Teacher  has  since  been  removed. 

Slated  house,  and  in  repair,  but  walls  very  damp.  There 
is  no  enclosing  fence,  and  the  premises  are  much  ii\)ured 
by  trespass  from  cattle.  Furniture  fair.  There  were  no 
cliildren  present  more  advanced  than  the  Second  Book  of 
Lessons,  and  most  of  these  had  only  recently  returned  to 
school  after  a  long  absence.  The  school  is  situated  in  a 
thinly  populated  and  mountainous  country;  and,  in  win- 
ter, 50  per  cent,  of  the  children  cannot  cross  the  rivers,  as 
there  are  no  bridges.  Master  is  capable  of  conducting  a 
school  effectively,    a,  very  good ;  b,  good ;  e,  fair. 

Slated  house,  well  built  and  circumstanced;  in  repair; 
furniture  requires  some  repairs.  There  was  only  one 
boy  present  in  the  fourth  class.  The  answering  of  the 
pupils  was  good ;  all  suttJects  seem  to  receive  a  due  share 
of  attention;  but  writing  is  not  well  taught  There 
W&9  a  want  ^  order  observable  iti  school-room,  and  of 
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1S5 


TaMblBffpowtr. 


Co.  COBK— OWI. 


157. 
Castletown,  Bere- 
haven,  £ 


68. 
Cahermore, 


Cluiiis  m. 


CO. 
IMtto,  f. 


61. 
CahergariiTe, 
mixed* 


62. 
Creenagh,  mixed, 


May  17, 


May  18, 


May  18. 


May  18, 


May  19, 


May  19, 


94 


96 


14 


81 


28 


41 


42 


41-7 


48 


58 


77 


60 


Trained 

teacher.  I*, 
An  assistant 
a  probationer. 


Untrained 
teacher.  IIF. 


Untrained 
teacher.IIF. 


Untrained 
teacher.lll« 


Untrained 
teaGher.III*. 


Untrained 
probationer. 


steadiness  among  the  classes.  Teacher  is  eyidently  re- 
gardless of  these  details,  althou^  in  other  respecta 
attentive,    a,  5,  and  c,  i^ood. 

School  held  in  npper  room  of  last  Ikoase ;  ftimitnre  also 
wants  some  repairs.  There  were  six  girls  in  the  fifth 
class,  who  were  fkJrly  prepared;  dictation  is  careAilly 
attended  to ;  and,  indeed,  on  most  subjects,  save  gram- 
mar, the  classes  were  well  made  np.  In  this  subject  a 
few  girls  monopolised  the  answering.  In  the  advanced 
mles  of  arithmetic  pupils  fidled.  School  has  fbr  a  long 
time  borne  a  high  character  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
which  is  remote  and  isolated.  Teacher  is  intelligent, 
and  appears  to  take  an  interest  in  her  pupils'  sacoess. 
o,  fair ;  6,  good ;  c,  excellent 

Bouse  held  in  the  wing  of  a  chapel,  which  is  partitioned 
off  for  school  purposes.  There  are  two  rooms,  one  oc- 
cupied by  boys,  and  one  by  girls.  The  girls'  school  is 
not  recognised  by  the  Board.  The  floor  is  bad  { the  waUs 
nnplastered ;  and  there  was  no  ftstening  for  the  door ; 
fhmiture  of  a  bad  description,  and  everything  connected 
with  school-house  unsatisfactory.  There  were  only  14 
pupils  present,  and,  Judging  from  their  answering,  no 
attention  had  bew  paid  to  theb:  instruction.  The 
parents  are  indifferent  about  the  education  of  their 
children.  Teacher  receives  no  local  support,  and  is 
apathetic  and  inefficient.  School  is  quite  undeserving 
of  the  continuance  of  the  Board's  aid.  a,  fair ;  b^  bad  s 
C  very  bad. 
If  .B. — Teacher  dismissed  since  date  ot  inspection. 

House  badly  adapted  for  sdiool  purposes,  but  the  only  one 
that  can  be  bad  in  the  village,  which  is  close  to  the 
Allihies,  or  Berehaven  copper  mines;  fiimiture  in- 
sufficient ;  no  black  board.  The  literary  status  of  the 
school  is  veiy  low ;  it  has  suffered  from  a  succession  of 
bad  teachers.  The  present  master  is  a  very  active,  in- 
dustrious person,  but  he  has  not  been  qiiite  one  month 
in  charge  of  this  school,    a,  good ;  6,  fiur ;  c,  good.    - 

School  held  in  second  story  of  house  Just  described,  and 
is  approached  by  a  ladder  ttom  the  boys*  school-room, 
which  is  a  very  objectionable  arrangement ;  roof  in  bad 
state  of  repair,  and  room  altogether  unsuitable ;  ftimi* 
ture  middling ;  no  black  board ;  time-table  badly  ar- 
ranged ;  no  fourth  class,  and  only  two  present  in  the 
third  dass.  The  junior  classes  answered  fairly.  The 
average  age  of  the  girls  present  was  not  quite  9  years. 
Girls  able  to  work  receive  employment  at  the  mines,  so 
that  very  little  instruction,  beyond  an  imperfect  ac- 
quaintance with  reading  and  writing,  is  received.  Tl^e 
latter  branch,  too,  is  badly  taught.  Teacher  is  rather 
intelligent,  but  wants  training,    a^  fair ;  b,  bad;  o,  fiOr. 

A  thatched  cabin,  quite  ucnfit  for  school  purposes ;  desks 
and  forms  tolerably  good ;  no  fourth  class,  and  only  one 
child  present  in  Third  Book.  Six  could  read  the  Second 
Book  correctly,  two  knew  notation,  and  ten  subtraction, 
which  constituted  the  literary  attainments  of  the  whole 
school ;  yet  the  average  age  of  the  children  was  10 
years.  Teacher's  own  acquirements  are  limited,  and  he 
has  little  incentive  to  exertion.  The  locality  is  miser- 
ably poor,  and  remote,    a,  6,  and  c,  fkir. 

Slated  house,  much  in  want  of  repairs ;  roof  and  windows 
in  a  very  bad  statd.  The  school-house  is  situated  on 
Bear  Island,  at  the  northern  extremity  of  Bantry  Bay. 
The  room  is  sufficiently  commodlqus,  but  not  well  fhr- 

*  nished;  timetable!  badly  arrang^li  no  fourth  class; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i3&  Jppendia  to  Tumty^nt  BepoH  qf  Cammi^iimera  [1864. 

.  QmBAL  BsMASKB  OB  106  NATIONAL  SoHOOidi  lo^ected  by  Be.  Nbwul 
daring  the  year,  1854. 


TrntUafpamtt. 


Co.  CO&K-*«0fl. 


68. 


May  22, 


86 


Ditto, 


64. 


65. 
Adrlgol«,  f. 


May  32, 


May  23, 


36 


25 


66. 
Trafkskf  m. 


May  28, 


74 


67. 
Ditto.  f. 


May  28, 


47 


68. 
Glcngtfiffe,  mixed. 


May  24, 


46 


27  Untrained 
t«acher.  in». 


25 


32 


65 


Untrained 
teacher.  III*. 


Trained 
teacher.  II>. 


Trained 
teacher.  II*. 


81 ;  Trained 
teacher. 


48 


in. 


Untrained 
teacher.  IIP. 


the  answering  of  the  third  class  was  on  the  whole  rather 
good ;  writinff  is  badly  taught.  The  pupils  in  second 
class  knew  little  beyond  ^>elllng  and  reading.  The 
teacher  is  very  ruatic  in  his  manner,  but  appears  eameuc 
From  want  of  any  kind  of  training  his  knowledge  of 
school  management  is  very  trifling.  The  aiipearance 
of  the  children  was  particularly  hwlthy  and  robust.  I 
remarked  that  most  of  the  female  children  wore  rinirH, 
or  bUs  of  eheap  trinkets,    a,  middling ;  b,  bad ;  c,  fair. 

A  well  boilt  house,  ooutaining  two  rooms,  in  perfect  state 
of  repair ;  the  carpenters'  work,  however,  is  roughly 
executed  in  some  respects ;  .fhmiture  good ;  no  fourth 
class ;  only  <me  present  in  Third  Book ;  he  answered 
well  on  most  sul^ects.  The  pupils  of  the  second  c\ti»s 
were  fairly  prepared.  Teacher  seems  to  have  been  at- 
tentive latterly,  and  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  this 
school  will  become  efficient  and  nseftil.  a,  good ;  b, 
fair;  cgood. 

School  in  an  Inchoate  state ;  books  of  fk«e  stock  hare  not 
yet  arrived.  The  children,  however,  had  in  most  cases, 
books,  and  they  were  generally  well  prepared  in  their 
business.  Mistress  only  took  charge  of  this  school  on 
the  10th  January,  18.'>4  ;  she  is  very  zealous.  Needle* 
woi^  receives  much  attention,  a,  well  kept ;  fr,  bad ;  r, 
fair. 

A  slated  and  well  built  house,  in  fair  state  of  repair ;  school- 
room commodious,  and  well  kept;  Aimiture  requires 
attention.  There  is  a  school  for  boys  here,  bat  it  has 
been  inoperative  for  some  time,  fh>m  want  of  a  teacher. 
Indeed,  owing  to  the  great  decrease  in  the  population, 
two  schools  do  not  appear  to  be  required.  The  classes 
were  rather  well  prepared  on  most  sutOccts,but  writing 
is  neglected,  and  the  intelligence  of  the  pupils  does  not 
appear  to  becultivated.  Teacher  has  not  been  sufficiently 
industrious,    a,  indiflerent ;  b,  deficient ;  r,  fair. 

Slated  house,  requiring  some  repairs;  windows  much 
in  need  of  glazing ;  furniture  in  a  bad  state ;  school- 
room commodious,  but  not  well  kept ;  appearance  of 
boys  very  rough  and  uncombed ;  no  fourth  class.  Except 
in  reading,  the  simple  rules  of  arithmetic,  and  of  a  few 
in  geography,  the  answering  was  very  poor.  The  irregu- 
lar  attendance  of  the  children,  and  the  great  difficulty 
they  find  in  expressing  their  ideas  in  English,  may  ac- 
count for  the  w-ant  of  intelligence.  Most  of  those  pre- 
sent  spoke  Irish,  and  a  short  time  since  heard  no  other 
language.  There  was  but  one  pair  of  shoes  among  the 
74  pupils,    a,  very  good ;  6,  bad ;  c,  fair. 

Remarks  upon  house  under  last  head  applicable ;  fhnii* 
ture  good;  time-table  badly  constructed.  Except  in 
reading  and  geography,  the  pupils*  proficiency  could  not 
be  considered  satisfactory.  The  pupils'  attendance  is 
very  irregular,  so  that  it  is  difficult  to  have  them  well 
prepared;  besides,  English  is  almost  a  foreign  language 
to  them.  Teacher  meets  with  little  support,  and  is 
evidently  discontented  with  her  position,  a,  indifferent ; 
b,  deficient ;  e,  good. 

N.B. — I  had  the  assistance  of  the  District  Inspector  in 
examining  the  three  last  named  schools,  otherwise  I 
could  not  have  examined  all  the  children  in  one  day. 

Slated  house,  in  very  bad  state  of  repair ;  the  windows 
are  so  broken,  and  tlie  walls  so  damp,  the  attendance  in 
winter  is  very  small ;  Aimiture  fair.  Latterly  the  school 
has  been  attended  almost  exclnstvely  by  boys,  as  a 
workschooi  for  girls  hM  been  estabVahed  in  the  looality, 
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Date  of 


\ 


Co.  4 


licrrjcoiuiery. 


XiUoir, 


70. 


71. 
Tiremne  Bridge, 


May  24, 


June,  5, 


Jnne,  e. 


7J, 
QfiteriiaTeiif 
mixed. 


7S. 


mixedf 


74. 


Co.  TlTFERABT. 
7*. 

BancoDrt.       m. 


20 


91 


100 


26  Probationer, 
not  trained. 


115 


78 


June,?, 


Jane,  8, 


Jmne,  9, 


Jane,  22, 


68 


84 


69 


68 


46 


Trained 

teacher.  I*. 
A  paid  iuoni« 

tor. 


Untrained 
teacher.  IIP. 


Untrained 
teacher.  IIP. 


68  Two  teachers, 
both  untrain- 
ed. IIP  «(Iir 
reepectiTely. 


66-6 


88 


Untrained 
teacher.IIP. 


Trained 
teaoher.  n>. 


at  which  moet  of  them  attend.  The  papUs  hare  made 
fair  progress,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  intelligence 
among  the  senior  boys.  The  teacher  is  active  and 
efficient  beyond  his  class,    a,  good :  b,  fair;  c,  very  good. 

ITonse,  except  the  windows,  which  require  to  be  glazed, 
is  in  a  good  state  of  repair.  It  is  sitnatetl  on  GlengariflTe 
Kay.  The  population  around  is  very  thin.  Before  the 
school  was  established  tlie  children  spoke  only  the  Irish 
language.  The  few  present  an;>wcred  very  well.  Teacher 
is  inexperieiice<I,  and  poorly  qualifled,  but  is  very  earnest 
and  painstaldng.    a,  good ;  6,  very  bad ;  c,  good. 

House  in  a  bad  state  of  repair,  and  in  every  respect  on* 
suitable ;  the  two  rooms  occupied  for  school  purpoeea 
are  choked  viith  ftimiture.  There  were  some  geological 
specimens,  solid.^,  and  other  useful  objects  in  the  school. 
The  proflcieucy  of  all  the  classes  was  far  above  the 
average,  and  was,  in  most  branches,  very  satisfactory. 
Teacher  has  imtrwttd  them  very  snocessftilly.  but  there 
was  a  great  want  of  order  and  discipline  in  the  school ; 
but  the  teacher  has  more  than  ordinary  difficulties  to 
ooutend  against,    a,  fair;  6,  good ;  c,  unsatisfactory. 

Slated  house,  and  in  repair,  but  badly  lighted  and  venti- 
lated ;  school-room  insufficiently  fiumifihed,  and  wholly 
uue<iual  to  the  accommodation  of  the  numbers  attend- 
ing; the  children  were  literally  ^'onwierf  together  to-day, 
and  many  of  them  (I  counted  17)  were  sitting  on  the 
floor;  time-table  badly  arranged.  The  pupils  of  the 
fourth  cla^  read  well,  and  answered  fairly  in  arithmetic, 
but  in  all  other  resi)ects,  they,  and  the  pupils  of  the 
other  claiises  generally,  were  badly  prepared.  Indeed, 
it  would  be  impoei»ible  to  teach  such  numbers  effectively 
in  so  small  a  i^pace ;  teacher,  too,  wants  method  and 
energy,    a,  badly  kept ;  6,  fair ;  c,  fair. 

School  held  temporarily  in  a  bam,  which  is  wholly  nn- 
Sttit«ble,  but  the  landlord  resumed  possession  of  the 
house  recently  occupied ;  the  Aimiture  belongs  to  the 
vested  school  at  Kennies,  which  is  under  the  same  ma- 
nager. The  Commissioners  have  not  sanctioned  any  of 
these  proceedings.  Time-table  badly  drawn  up.  The 
answering  of  all  the  classes  was  unsatisfactory.  In  its 
present  state  the  school  is  not  entitled  to  a  oontlnuance 
of  the  Board's  support    a,  fair ;  6,  deficient;  c,  Ikir. 

Bather  a  good  house,  and  in  repair ;  ftimitnre  middling; 
time-table  badly  arranged.  Only  a  few  of  the  boys  in 
the  third  and  fourth  classes  were  fairly  prepared ;  the 
answering  was  generally  very  indifferent.  Prompting 
in  class  was  painfully  prevalent.  Both  teachers,  fkther 
and  son,  want  energy ;  the  former  is  one  of  the  "  old 
school,"  and  is  wedded  to  obsolete  methods  of  teaching, 
o.  fair  \  b,  fair ;  c,  good. 

Thatched  house,  and  badly  adapted  for  school  purposes, 
but  the  best  that  can  be  had ;  iVimiture  of  a  bad  descrip- 
tion and  insufficient ;  no  fourth  class ;  proficiency  of  the 
pupils  very  low,  the  only  exception  being  the  answering 
of  a  few  boys  in  the  TlUrd  Book ;  prompting  in  class 
practised;  discipline  in  other  respects,  too,  defective. 
Teacher  seems  anxious,  but  has  not  been  effective,  a, 
fair ;  d,  insufficient ;  c,  fair. 

A  good  slated  house,  roof  slightly  out  of  repair ;  room 
very  commodious  and  well  Ibmished,  but  unswept  and 
untidily  kept ;  time-table  badly  arranged.  The  answer* 
ing  was  good,  but  only  nine  of  those  present  were  in  the 
second  class.  .  In  distati^  only  irm  the  prosress  ansa* 
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•   Co.  TlPPEBAKT 

—oonUnued. 

76. 

Barnooart,         £ 


Co.  Cork. 

77. 
Cutletownioche, 
m. 


Ditto, 


79. 
pMnage.  West,  f. 


Klleolenum, 
mixed, 


81. 
Vewgrove,  mixed, 


89. 

Bornfort,         m. 


Jo]ie,2S, 


June,  23, 


Jane,  23, 


Jnly,  28, 


Aug.  2. 


Alig.S, 


Aug.  8, 


74 


67 


23 


22 


32 


50-5 


60 


63 


72 


26 


19-8 


83 


Untrained 
teacher.  III*. 


Trained 
teacher.  IP. 


Untrained 
teacher.  ID, 


Trained 
teacher.  lEP, 
An  assistant, 
not  trained 
probationer. 


Untrained 
teacher.  III*. 


Untrained 
probationer. 


Untndned 
teacher.  Illt. 


tisfkctory.    Teacher  is  industrious,  Imt  Infirm  In  healtL 
He  should  have  an  assistant,  a,  very  good ;  b,  fisir ;  CygooL 

Boof  of  this  portion  of  the  house  also  reqmres  repair^. 
There  is  a  door  between  the  school-rooms  which  »huu^l 
be  closed  up.  Furniture  good.  The  prollciencj  of  rl-7 
pupils  Is  very  low ;  only  three  were  present  in  the  KAi  ? 
classes.  The  teacher  has  not  been  even  modenx.lT 
effective.  There  are  excellent  materiala  for  a  f'>^»i 
school,  but  teacher  has  not  turned  them  to  accoont  >bc 
examined  a  class  in  an  animated  and  searching  manorr, 
so  that  she  is  not  inelTective  fh>m  injil»Iity.  a,  fur: 
6,  fair;  c,  good. 

Thatched  house,  of  a  very  middling  description,  and  wis 
at  first  intended  for  temporary  occupation  only ;  fnni!- 
ture  bad.  Except  in  writing  and  dictation,  the  kii>7 
classes  were  fairly  prepared ;  the  proficiency  of  the  jmitir 
classes,  except  in  geography,  was  good.  Teacher  ukf« 
aninterestin  the  welfare  of  his  schooL  a,  6^  and  c  good. 

A  yery  indifferent  house,  and  requiring  some  repalr<: 
fhmiture  fair ;  there  Is  a  black  board  for  show,  as  it  :< 
not  used ;  no  time-table  suspended ;  school  liable  to  Id- 
terruption  fW>m  its  proximity  to  a  noisy  thoronghfkrv. 
Of  the  74  present  only  11  had  reached  the  senior  clBa««>. 
Except  in  writing,  the  pupils  hare  all  made  fair  pro- 
gress,   a,  pretty  good ;  6  and  c,  fldr. 

An  excellent  house,  and  In  repair,  except  the  windovK, 
which  require  glazing ;  premises  not  enclosed  from  tb^ 
public  road ;  desks  and  forms  sufficient,  but  no  wuri- 
table,  and  a  Tery  bad  black  board ;  walls  dixty,  ssd 
covered  with  oobw<^ ;  a  great  want  of  order  and  dis- 
cipline among  the  classes.  The  third  and  fourth  clfti»  -^ 
were  badly  prepared  in  dictation  and  aritlimetic ;  ib«r 
writing  was  generally  careless,  and  in  no  case  g«>-l: 
in  other  branches  these  classes  answered  fairly.  Tit 
pupils  in  the  Junior  classes  have  learned  little  raorettun 
reading  and  spelling.  Teacher  seems  rather  defii~i*-it 
in  knowledge  of  school  management,  but  she  found  th"; 
school  in  a  very  backward  and  undisciplined  state,  wins 
she  took  charge  of  it,  three  months  since,  a,  irrcgulsr; 
6,  deficient ;  c,  fUr. 

Slated  house,  in  repair;  fNimiture  pretty  good.  The  at- 
tendance at  this  school  is  always  small,  and  consists  of 
young  children ;  the  aterage  age  of  those  present  did  nrt 
reach  nine  years.  No  third  class ;  of  the  23  pre^vnl  1  < 
were  in  the  Second  Book  of  Lessons ;  they  answc-n  J 
poorly.  The  teacher  is  a  person  of  a  very  limited  capa- 
city and  attainments.    Okfiur;  6,  fiiir;  e,  good. 

Thatched  house,  slightly  out  of  repair.  There  are  tiro 
rooms,  one  for  school,  and  one  fbr  teacher;  in  the  latter 
was  a  bed,  but  no  other  fhmiture,  except  a  pail  and  % 
cup ;  no  knife  nor  fork.  Teacher's  diet  oonsista  wboDv 
of  bread  and  milk.  8chooI-room  badly  Ibmislied;  r.j 
blackboard ;  the  inscription  **  National  School  **  not  ap^ 
The  answering  of  the  pupils,  was,  on  every  sal^lect  de- 
ficient Teacher  has  been  only  a  few  months  in  the  »<^ 
vice  of  the  Board ;  he  receives  no  local  support,  and  couli. 
as  a  labourer,  live  much  less  wretchedly  tlian  he  does  &< 
a  national  teacher,  a,  indifferent ;  6,  reiy  bad ;  ev  baiL 
N.B. — School  since  stmdc  oIL 

Thatched  house,  in  tolerable  state  of  lepAlr,  but  baJN 
lighted  and  ventilated ;  fhmitnre  very  twd,  the  sesu 
consisting  of  deal  planks  resting  on  large  stones;  as 

*  black  board ;  time-MbIe«badly  coiKStrvcted ;  aatiraiBg 
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Co.  CORK— otm. 


88. 
Knuttery,  mixed, 


Co.  Kehhy. 

84. 

Fowa,  mixed, 


Kilquane,  mixed, 


i 


III 

m 


Aug.  4, 


Aug.  8, 


Aiig.», 


86. 
Bmerwick,        m. 


87. 
Ditto,  f. 


Co.  COBK. 

88. 

yicantOfwn,mixod, 


10, 


35 


67 


49 


Aug,  10, 


Aug.  14, 


Co.  KSBB7. 

89. 


Aug.  16, 


TMwhlngpoiwr. 


81 


55 


56 


40 


44 


Untrained 
tewsher.Iir 


Trained 
teacher.  IP. 


Untrained 
probationer. 


88 


44-5 


63-6 


4  -1 


Trained 
teacher.IlP 


Untrained 
probationer. 


Untrained 
probationer. 


Untrained. 
III*. 


of  the  pnpila  on  erery  inljeot  very  insoflldflnt.  Tie 
teacher  was  fertile  in  exciues  fbr  the  inefficient  state 
of  his  school,  bat  its  shortcomings  are  to  a  great  extent 
attributable  to  his  unsuooessftil  method  of  teaching.  The 
parents  of  the  children,  howeyer,  do  not  seem  to  value 
education,  nor  to  have  received  any  ideas  of  its  advan- 
tages.    a  and  A,  bad;  c,  indifferent. 

Thatched  house,  and  in  repair,  but  badly  lighted ;  ftirnl- 
ture  sufficient,  but  constructed  on  a  bad  plan;  no  blaek 
board ;  time-table  not  well  arranged;  school-room  occa- 
sionally used  for  domestic  purposes.  The  answering  of 
the  pupils  waa  in  most  respects  satisfactory,  but  they 
have  not  been  careAiUy  catechised  on  the  su^ects  of  the 
lessons,  nor  on  the  meanings  of  words.  Teacher  is  indus- 
trious, but  his  labours  want  direction,  a,  fair ;  b,  fair ; 
c,  good,  except  for  the  misappropriation  of  school-room. 

Slated  house,  in  good  state  of  repair;  there  la  a  pared 
floor,  which  is  in  many  ways  otjectionable ;  Airnitnre 
good ;  no  fourth  class.  The  answering  in  geography 
and  withmetic  was  very  poor,  but  in  other  respects  good. 
School  has  suffered  recently  fW>m  the  prevalence  of  epi- 
demics, and  the  teacher's  energies  have  been  prostrated 
by  family  affliction,    a,  fair;  6,  fidr;  c,good. 

A  slated  house,  and  in  good  state  of  repair,  aave  oefling^ 
but  very  much  in  want  of  an  enclosing  wall  or  fence ;  Air- 
niture  good ;  walls  require  whitewashing ;  no  fourth  class ; 
pu^s  chiefly  speak  Irish,  and  Vank  in  it  always;  their 
knowledge  of  the  Lesson  Books  and  of  the  snt^ects 
generally  taught  in  National  schools  was  very  imperfect. 
Teacher  is  energetic,  but  nnskUfhl.  He  appears,  how- 
ever, apt,  and  anxious  to  carry  out  his  superior's  sugges* 
tions.  Prompting  in  class  univertal.  a,  fair ;  b,  very 
bad;  c^fair. 

Slated  house  in  good  state  of  repair,  with  the  exception  6f 
a  few  broken  panes ;  iluiiiture  good ;  room  neatly  kept ; 
school  in  the  same  parish  as  the  last-named  school,  and 
the  people's  knowledge  of  English  nearly  as  limited. 
No  fourth  class.  The  classes  have  made  little  progress, 
although  a  considerable  amount  of  care  seems  to  have 
been  bestowed  on  the  pupil's  instruction  by  the  teacher, 
a,  good ;  6,  bad;  c,  good. 

House  and  school-room  as  under  last  head ;  premises  very 
neatly  kept.  The  answering  of  the  pupils  was,  under 
the  circumstances,  good,  and  there  Is  a  healthy  tone  in 
the  school.  The  teacher  was  herself  very  imperfectly 
taught,  but  she  communicates  whatever  information 
she  possesses  with  success,    a  good ;  6,  bad ;  c,  good. 

A  elated  house,  and  in  very  bad  state  of  repafar  generally ; 
ftimiture  good ;  no  black  board ;  a  great  want  of  tablet 
lessons ;  time-table  badly  arranged ;  pupils  attend  very 
irregularly,  and  know  very  little.  The  locality  is  one  of 
the  most  remote  in  Ireland,  and  the  inhabitants  are  very 
primitive  in  their  habits.  The  school  is  close  to  the 
most  westerly  point  in  the  island ;  Irish  is  generally 
spoken.  The  teacher  is  wretchedly  supported,  and  the 
school,  as  an  Instrument  for  improving  the  cbfid^en  of 
the  locality,  is  of  little  use.  a,  good ;  b,  very  deficient ; 
c,  indiflbrent. 

Slated  house  and  iq  repair;  the  ground  attached  to  the 

house  is  in  a  wild  and  neglected  state ;  the  school-houae 

is  well  furnished  and  oommodiotis ;  no  black  board ; 

time-table  was  lying  (mtobs  soihe  scattered  papers. 

\  When  I  reafibed  the  adiiool  at  10|  k'olock,  there  wm  no 
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Voantj. 


Ill 


-^H 


TMMhlngpoirar. 


Co.  Kkbey— oon. 


90. 
ArdMnore,  mixed, 


Aug.  17. 


91. 
LLniUTftUa,      m. 


92. 
Ditto,  f. 


Co.  Waterpord. 
Agllsh,  m. 


94. 
Ditto,  f. 


Co.  Cork. 

95. 
KUoonnty,  mixed, 


9«. 
Qoggiiu  HUl, 
mixed. 


Aug.  18, 


Aug.  18. 


Aug.  81, 


CO 


M  Untrained 
probationer. 


24       88 


83 


Aug.  81, 


Sept.  1, 


Sept.  28, 


40 


24 


20 


88 


83 


88 


40 


83 


Untrained 
probationer. 


Untrained 
tcacher.lll*. 


Untrained 
teaclier.  IIV 


Trained 
teacher.  I*. 


Untrained 
teacher.lll*. 


Untrained 
teac]ier.IIP. 


appearance  of  the  teacher  or  the  clilldren.  I  called  at 
the  residence  of  the  former,  who  said  she  had  no  idea 
the  day  was  so  far  advanced.  Shortly  after  my  arrival, 
the  children  began  to  assemble.  The  pupils  answered 
fairly  in  a  very  few  cases,  and  there  was  a  great  want 
of  iutelligeuce.  Teacher  has  been  habitually  careless 
in  her  mode  of  keeping  tlie  school  accounts,  and  I  fear 
in  general,    a,  very  bad ;  6,  deficient ;  c,  indiiferent. 

Slated  house,  requiring  to  have  the  roof  and  walls  re- 
paired ;  furniture  rather  good ;  no  black  board.  I  never 
met  BO  many  pupils  in  one  school  so  badly  taught ;  they 
literally  knew  nothing  about  any  branch  or  subject, 
and  yet  they  have  been  leamhig  all  the  onlinary  ones. 
Much  labour  will  fall  upon  the  present  teacher's  suc- 
cessor in  unteachiitg  the  pupils.  The  parents  are  more 
ignorant  than  their  children,  and  there  is  no  one  to  see 
that  the  latter  are  properly  taught,  except  the  Board's 
Inspectors.  In  February  last,  the  District  Inspector 
reported  the  incompetency  of  the  teacher,  and  the 
Board  dismissed  hhu;  but  he  is  still  allowed  by  the 
manager  to  remain  in  charge  of  the  school.  Retidning 
such  a  man  is  a  positive  ii^ustice  to  the  children  of  the 
locality,  a,  very  bad ;  6,  very  deficient ;  <*,  very  irregular. 
N.B. — Teacher  dismissed  since  inspection. 

A  small  thatched  house,  badly  lighted,  but  clean  and  In 
good  state  of  repair ;  furniture  rather  good ;  no  black 
board;  no  time-table;  no  third  class.  Proficiency  of 
pupils  quite  discreditable.  Teacher  unfit,  a,  bad;  fr, 
fahr ;  c,  indiiferent 

House  and  furniture  aa  described  above ;  no  third  class. 
State  of  school  generally  very  unsatisfkctory.  Answer- 
ing of  pupils  deficient  in  every  branch.  Teacher  poorly 
qualified  and  very  ineligible  aa  an  instructor,  a,  fair ; 
6,  fair ;  c,  not  satisfactory. 

N.B.^Teaeher  was  depressed  at  subeequent  examinatioiu 

A  slated  house  of  one  story,  and  in  good  state  of  repair ; 
Aimiture  very  bad;  no  black  board;  no  time-table 
suspended,  but  the  teacher  is  engaged  in  filling  up  one. 
The  school  seems  to  have  improv^  since  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  present  teacher,  who  is  zealous  and  efficient. 
No  fourth  class.  The  pupils  of  the  second  and  third 
classes  were  well  prepared  in  most  sut^eots  of  their 
course,    o,  very  good;  6,  fidr;  c^  good. 

School  held  in  the  smaller  room  of  the  bouse  described 
above;  Airniture middling ;  time-table  badly  arranged. 
The  pupils  were  not  well  prepared,  and  there  was  a 
want  of  life  in  the  school,  which  appears  to  be  the 
result  of  the  passive  manner  and  lisUessness  of  the 
teacher,    a,  fair;  6,  good ;  c,  fair. 

A  slated  house  of  one  story ;  the  windows,  floor,  and 
roof,  require  some  repairs;  f^imlture  fair;  time-table 
badly  arranged.  The  classes  answered  well,  the  cxcei>- 
tions  being  writing  fh>m  dictation  and  writhxg;  which 
latter  wanted  size  and  freedom.  Teacher  is  an  active 
person,  and  I  think  faithAil  in  the  discharge  of  hia 
duties,    a,  fair ;  b,  fair;  r,  good. 

A  slated  house,  forming  the  wing  of  a  chapel,  but  aepa* 
rated  from  it  by  a  partition  wall.  As  the  windows 
cannot  be  opened,  the  ventilation  Is  bad.  Desks  and 
fo^ms  sufficient,  but  no  press  nor  black  board.  Time- 
tabla  badly  arranged.  In  writing,  geography,  and  dic- 
tation, the  answering  was  defieient,  but  In  other 
respects  £(Ur.   The|rewi^»WMitoCdlsdplliMMidoider 
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HI 


Goonty. 


Hi 


Co.  COBX--00?». 


»7. 
6t  Patrick's, 


Co.  Kebbt. 

98. 
Kenmare,    indna. 


Sept.  29, 


Oct.  11, 


-Co.  COBK. 

99. 
CastlemftrtTT, 
mixed. 


100. 
BUckTock 


101. 
pnnfCOiimeT't 
mbLed, 


69 


29 


TMchinf  power. 


68  Trained 
teacher.  11^ 
An  a^istant, 
a  probationer 


48 


Oct  19, 


Nor.  11 
and  12, 


I 


Nor.  14, 


46 


IW 


61 


66 


An  untrained 
teacher.  In- 
stnicted  spe- 
cially in 
needlework. 


obeenrable  during  the  whole  time  of  my  visit.  I  found 
the  teacher  reading  a  treatise  on  book-keeping  instead 
of  minding  Ids  pupild.  a,  good;  6,  very  deficient;  c, 
bad.    Inscription  board  not  up. 

A  rery  excellent  house  and  in  repah*,  except  the  win* 
dows,  which  are  constantly  broken  by  stones  thrown 
from  the  street;  school-room  commodious  and  well 
funiishtMl,  but  not  well  kept;  while  the  premises  are 
in  a  filthy  state.  There  was  a  total  want  of  discipline 
among  the  pupils,  and  the  moral  tone  of  the  school 
could  scarcely  be  lower.  The  teacher  took  charge  of 
this  school  in  January,  1854,  partly  on  my  recommen- 
dation. It  was  then  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  state,  and 
the  pupils,  who  are  principally  from  the  outskirts  of  tho 
city  of  Cork,  were  noted  for  their  insubordination.  The 
present  teacher  has  effected  very  little,  if  any,  refor- 
mation in  their  manner  or  bearing.  He  has  failed  hi 
energy  and  decision,  and  seems  unequal  to  the  task  of 
controlling  the  boys.  The  profldcucy  of  the  classea 
was  unsatisfactory,  and  altogether,  there  is  nothing 
favourable  to  record  of  this  school,  o,  indifferent ;  b^ 
fair ;  c,  good. 

This  is  a  school  for  girls,  and  is  held  In  a  well-built  and 
suitable  house,  opposite  to  the  Vested  Female  National 
School.  Only  two  hours  are  devoted  daily  to  literary 
instruction,  but  all  the  ordinary  branches  are  taught. 
However,  very  little  progress  is  made,  as  the  girls 
attend  specially  to  learn  needlework,  which  is  a  more 
or  less  remunerative  employment.  Embroidery,  gui<> 
pure,  and  other  kinds  of  fkncy  work  are  executed  here. 
The  chief  market  for  the  sale  of  the  work  is  a  house  in 
London.  In  summer  the  Killamey  tourists  purchase 
rather  extensively.  I  think  the  school  hcs  been  pro- 
ductive of  much  good,  but  the  prices  paid  are  aot  at  all 
commensurate  with  the  value  of  the  work  done.  The 
average  age  of  the  girls  present  was  somewhat  over 
13|  years.  Their  appearance  was  neat  and  orderly, 
a,  fair;  &,  insufflolentr— no  desire  to  porehase  books;  c. 
good. 

Slated  house,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  windows, 
which  require  glasing,  in  repair;  some  of  the  Aimiture 
is  in  a  bad  condition ;  time-table  carelessly  drawn  up. 
The  answering  of  the  pupils  was  very  unsatisfkctory, 
the  only  exception  being  that  of  the  boys  in  the  fourth 
class,  and  even  they  were  deficient  in  the  knowledge  of 
arithmetic  and  geography.  There  was  a  great  want  of 
discipline — a  constant  hum  and  conversation  among 
the  classes.  Altogether,  the  school  is  much  below  par. 
Teacher  cannot  have  paid  due  attention  to  his  business^ 
a,  very  bad ;  6,  very  deficient;  c,  fair. 

The  school  is  held  in  a  slated  house,  a  short  distance 
IVom  the  convent ;  there  are  three  rooms,  two  of  which 
are  used  for  school  purposes.  These  are  suitably  Air- 
nished  and  well  kept.  The  ladies  of  the  establishment 
are  the  teachers.  I  cannot  speak  favourably  of  the 
answering  of  any  of  the  classes,  although  there  were 
13  present  in  the  Third  Book,  14  in  the  Fourth,  and  17  in 
the  Fifth.  Tho  girls  in  the  last  class  alone  acquitted 
themselves  fairly.  I  examined  most  searchingly  for  two 
days.  The  attendance  of  the  pupils  is  very  fiuctuating, 
and  their  attention  is  directed  rather  to  needlework 
than  to  literary  instruction.  Time-table  not  definite  in 
its  provi:{ious.    a,  middling ;  6,  good ;  c,  unsatisfactory. 

Trained  Tliatched  house  and  In  repair;  school-room  snfllciently 

'.III* .  I   commodious,  but  badly  lighted,  and  without  a  flre-plaoc ; 


Trained 
teacher,  nil 


178  Ladiesofoon- 
vent 
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County. 


II 


TcMhlng  powar. 


Co.  COKK— (Xm. 


103. 
Ballyclo^h,       m. 


Nov.  16, 


Ditto, 


103. 


Nov.  15, 


lOi. 
KUlavuUeti, 


105. 
Glenville, 


Nov.  1«, 


Nov.  17, 


106. 
P<^88age,  West,  m. 


Dec.  6, 


60 


44 


91 


106 


45  Untrained 
probationer. 


67 


60 


Untrained 
probationer. 


'TiU  this  day 
an  untrained 
teacher.Ill*. 
A  trained 
teacher,  I^ 
has  been 
appointed. 


4a  Untrained 
teacher.IU'. 


130 


Trained 
teacher.  P. 
An  assistant 
not  trained. 
IU«. 


furniture  sufficient;  pupils  classed  too  high  and  beyond 
their  powers.  They  were  consequently,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  boys  in  the  fourth  class,  very  indifferently 
prepared  on  many  sulQects.  Teacher  appears  aealous, 
but  wants  Judgment  in  school  management.  HalntB  of  , 
personal  tidiness  not  inculcated,  a,  fiUr ;  6,  fair ;  c,  good. 

This  school  was  originally  a  dwelling-house,  and  is  badly 
adapted  for  its  present  use ;  there  is  a  bad  earthen  floor ; 
the  ftumiture  is  unsuitable,  the  seats  consisting  of  boards 
resting  on  large  stones;  no  black  board;  premises  in  a 
most  disorderly  Btat«;  no  fourth  clafv.  Pupils  only 
recently  received  the  first  supply  of  books,  and  have 
made  very  little  progress  In  their  studies.  In  no  branch 
was  the  answering  at  all  good.  The  teacher  examined 
in  geography  in  an  up^Ttd-^Umm  manner,  without  con- 
nexion,   a,  bad;  &,  deficient;  c,  very  unsatisfactory. 

School  is  held  in  second  floor  of  house  Just  described, 
and  is  approached  through  the  boy's  school-room.  The 
wall-plate  is  only  4|  feet  from  the  floor,  and  one  can 
touch  any  part  of  the  roof  with  his  hand.  No  ceiling 
to  the  flooring,  which  is  bad  and  shaky.  The  teacher 
has  done  all  in  her  power  to  make  the  school-ropm  look 
neat.  The  first  supply  of  books  has  been  only  a  short 
time  on  hands,  so  that  the  pupils  have  not  had  an 
opportunity  of  making  much  progress.  Teacher  appears 
indnstrioiu.    a,  fair;  b,  deficient;  c,  good. 

Slated  house  and  in  perfect  repair;  Axmiture  bad  and 
insufficient;  time-table  badly  drawn  up.  The  present 
teacher  only  took  charge  of  this  school  to  day.  Her  pre- 
decessor must  have  been  very  negleotfbl  of  her  duties. 
There  is  a  reasonable  prospect  that  the  school  will,  in 
ftiture,  be  effectively  conducted,  a,  incorrect ;  b,  deficient ; 
cfair. 


Slated  house,  containing  two  school-rooms,  and  apart- 
ments for  teachers.  The  approach  to  the  girls*  school- 
room is  through  the  latter,  which  is  ol^ectionable ;  fttr- 
nitnre  sufficient;  room  dirty  and  nuswept;  teaoher'a 
desk  and  book  press  in  a  most  disorderly  state.  Xhero 
was  a  total  want  of  discipline.  The  classes  were  badly 
prepared  on  every  subject.  The  teacher  lives  in  the 
village  with  her  fiimily,  and  has,  besides  her  salary  fVum 
the  Board,  an  endowment  of  £15  per  annum,  for  literally 
doing  nothing,  a,  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the 
accounts ;  b.  deficient ;  c,  very  bad. 

N.B.— Teacher  was  dismissed  immediately  after 
my  inspection. 

Slated  house  and  hi  repair,  except  some  broken  panes; 
room  very  commodious,  but  there  is  an  echo,  which 
interferes  much  with  school  business.  The  desks  are  of 
a  bad  description  and  hi  need  of  repairs.  There  is  a 
terrestrial  globe,  the  property  of  the  teacher.  The  pro- 
ficiency of  the  tenior  classes  was  satisikctory  in  all 
branches  except  in  grammar.  The  theory  of  arithmetio 
too  was  not  well  known  by  the  fifth  dass  pupils.  Six 
boys  answered  fairly  in  equations,  geometry,  and  men- 
i$iiration,  Except  in  reading,  the  Junior  classes  were 
not  well  prepared.  The  principal  teacher  is  zealous, 
anf.l,  in  numy  respects,  cflicieiit.  As  a  disciplinarian 
he  U  not  ctiVctive  in  tliis  school.  The  parents  hold  hiin 
in  high  esteem,  and  deservedly,  a,  good;  6.-  fair;  c, 
good. 
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No.  2.-P-0BHEBAL  Report  upon  ScIiooIb  inspected  in  tlie  year  1854,  Appendix  a« 
by  Jambs  Pattrn,  Esq.,  u.d.,  m.b.i.a.9  Head  Inspector  of  National  ii.  Head 

Schools.  tojrsi 

SctouIs 
Inspected  and 

mh  May,  1855.     ^tj^"^ 
Gentlemen,  Dr.^;^ 

I  beg  to  transmit  my  Annual  Report,  for  the  information  of  the 
Commissioners,  on  the  schools  inspected  by  me  daring  the  past  year. 

Summary  of  Time  for  the  pear, — In  conseouence  of  other  engage- 
ments, which  have  been  fally  detailed  in  my  Weekly  Journals  to  the 
office,  I  hare  been  able  to  devote  only  forty-nine  days  to  the  inspeo- 
tion  of  Ordinary  National  Schools.  The  rest  of  the  year,  with  the 
exception  of  twenty-eight  days  off  duty,  was  occupied  with  official 
business,  at  the  Education  Office,  writing  general  reports  for  the  previous 
year ;  the  examination  and  classification  of  teachers,  male  and  female, 
in  seven  districts ;  *  revision  of  their  exercises,  tabulating  same,  and 
writing' returns  to  the  office ;  two  private  and  one  public  examination 
of  the  pupik  attending  the  Newry  and  Bailieborough  District  Model 
Schools,  respectively;  in  addition  to  three  special  examinations  of 
Pupil-teachers,  Mouitresses,  and  candidates  for  office ;  visited  and 
examined  fifty  schools,  and  forwarded  reports  on  same  weekly  to  the 
office  ;  travelling,  holding  investigations,  sp^ial  reports  on  same,  and 
correspondence,  <S:c.,  included. 

dumber  of  Schools  inspected, — During  the  forty-nine  days  devoted  to 
inspection^  I  visited  sixty  schools ;  of  these,  three  were  not  in  opera- 
tion, in  seven  I  only  partially  examined  the  pupils.  The  children  in 
the  remaining  fifty  schools  I  examined  carefully  and  strictly,  in  every 
instance  requiring  the  teacher  to  take  a  portion  of  the  examination, 
and  to  teach  a  class  in  my  presence,  to  enable  me  to  report  upon  his 
method  of  teaching  and  examining ;  his  competency  and  genersd  quali- 
fications, except  in  the  case  of  recent  appointments,  having  been  pre^, 
viously  ascertained  at  the  annual  public  examinations. 

General  Attendance  of  Pupils, — In  the  fifty  schools  I  found  2,067 
children*  present,  being  41}  per  school  on  the  average.  This  attend- 
ance I  consider  satisfisu^tory,  many  of  the  schools  being  situated  in 
remote  and  isolated  localities.  My  visits  to  the  schools  were  always 
strictly  private,  and  quite  unexpected  either  by  the  teacher  or  the 
managers.  This  desirable  result  I  obtained  by  remaining  for  a  very 
short  period  of  time  in  any  given  locality.  In  this  way  the  school  is 
seen  in  its  ordinary  state,  or  what  may  be  appropriately  termed  its 
every-day  dress;  consequently  the  report,  on  this  account,  will  be 
much  more  valuable. 

Of  the  fifty  schools,  eleven  were  attended  by  boys  and  ten  by  girls ; 
the  remaining  twenty-nine  were  mixed,  attended  by  both  boys  and 
girls  under  a  master,  and  one  under  a  mistress. — See  the  following 
table,  in  which  is  set  forth  the  average  attendance,  compared  with  tlie 
number  of  pupils  on  the  school-rolls,  average  age  of  the  children,  and 
average  time  spent  at  school,  <fec. 


•  Comprehending  the  counties  of  Down,  Armagh,  Tyrone,  Monaghan, 
Cavan,  Fermanagh,  Leitrim,  and  SUgo  (part  of). 
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Appendix  Q. 

II.  Head 

Inspectors* 
Reports  on 
Schools 
Inspected  and 
Teachers 
Examined. 

Dr.  Patten. 


It  appears  tliat  in  fifty 

schools  the  attendance  was  as  follows : — 

— 

tit; 

Schools. 

Girlfi' 
(10) 

Mixed 
fS9) 

ToUl 

(M) 
Schools. 

Proportio]!  of 

the  yesrly 
AYeragc  sttend- 

anoi*>and  of 

tb«  number 
proKnttfiercrr 
100  ehildien  <m 

the  Rolls. 

Number  of  PupiU  on  School- 
rolls  at  the  time  of  inspec- 
tien,        .... 

Avernge  daily  attendance  of 
PupiU  for  twelve  months 
preceding:  my  inspection, 

Numbfirof  Children  present 
on  the  day  of  my  inspec- 
tion,       .... 

949 
482 
459 

784 
372 
413 

2,421 
1.078 
1,195 

4,154 
1,932 
2,067 

46-5 

60-0  nearly. 

.      3 

years. 

.       5 

.     12i 

.       3f 

-       2t 

•       3 

Average  time  spent  by  the  children  at  school,  . 
Average  age  at  which  they  commence  attendance,   . 

,,  „  leave  school,  . 

Average  time  spent  by  the  children  in  Mule  Schools, 

,,  „  Female  Schools, 

„  ,,  Mixed  Schools, 

Average  age  at  which  they  commence  attendance — 

lu  the  Male  Schools 5^  years. 

,,    Female  Schools, 4J      „ 

„    Mixed  Schools, 5       ,» 

Average  age  at  which  they  leave  school-^ 

In  the  Male  Schools, 14    years. 

,,    Female  Schools, 11,',    ,, 

„    Mixed  Schools, 12       ,, 

The  average  age  of  the  2,067  children  who  were  present  in  the 
schools  on  the  day  of  my  visit  I  find  to  be  9  years. 

Average  time  spent  at  School  — The  average  tiiiio  spent  by  the  chil- 
dren at  school  appears  to  be  about  three  years,  scattered  over  a  period 
of  seven  and  a-half  years,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twelve  and 
a-half;  thus  devoting  only  about  five  months  on  the  average,  and 
those  not  consecutive,  in  each  year,  to  school  business. 

From  the  above  considerations  it  is  obvious  that  our  chief  reliance 
must  rest  on  that  teacher  who,  from  zeal,  superior  skill,  and  good 
methods  of  teaching,  will  be  able  to  perform  efficiently  a  large  amount 
of  work  in  the  small  space  of  time  necessarily  allotted  to  him.  I  must 
confess  that  I  entertain  serious  doubts  of  attaining  even  the  minimum 
amount  of  information  requiste  for  the  well-being  of  the  humbler 
classes,  in  the  short  period  of  time  above  specified. 

With  reference  to  this  question,  however,  which  is  surrounded  by 
some  difficulties,  and  of  immense  importance,  I  do  not  think  that  it 
would  be  expedient  or  desirable  for  the  Commissioners  at  present  to 
offer  any  direct  inducements  to  the  children  to  remain  at  school  for  a 
longer  period.  This  important  defect  can  only  be  remedied,  safely,  hy 
the  intervention  of  those  agencies  now  happily,  although,  perhaps, 
imperceptibly,  in  operation,  namely,  increased  employment  for  adults^ 
with  a  higher  rate  of  wages,  and  more  enlightenment  on  the  part  of 
the  parents  as  to  the  real  interests  of  their  children.  These  causes 
acting  together,  I  have  reason  to  hope,  will  have  the  effect  of  increasing 
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the  averago  time  spent  at  scliool  by  one-Uiird  or,  perhaps,  one-half  the  Afpwoix  &. 
present  period ;  for  I  generally  find  that  the  pupil  attends  the  school  j|  h^JJ" 
for  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  in  proportion  to  the  social  position  of  the  iDspwton' 
parent  Amonprst  an  indigent  population  struggling  for  the  hare  JfJ^'J**** 
necessaries  of  life  we  can  have  little  chance  of  effecting  much  in  the  in~t«d. 
way  of  education,  even  if  offered  gratuitously.  — '- 

Before  proceeding  further,  however,  and  to  avoid  any  misapprehen-  ^'  -P*"** 
sioD,  I  consider  myself  bound  to  state  that  as  the  foregoing  observations 
apply  more  particularly  to  rural  schools  situated  in  poor  and  remote 
localities — and  most  of  the  schools  now  under  consideration  are  of  this 
class — it  is  quite  a  mistake  to  suppose,  and  then  hastily  to  conclude, 
as  some  persons  have  done,  that  the  Head  Inspector  will  generally 
select  good  and  well-conducted  schools,  under  the  management  of 
wealthy  and  influential  patrons,  and  consequently  commanding  a  large 
and  regular  attendance,  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  a  flattering 
report.  I  need  hardly  say,  however,  that  the  reverse  of  this  is  generally 
the  case. 

It  will  be  readily  seen  that  the  annual  reports  since  the  year  1818 
dwell  more  minutely,  and  go  further  into  details,  on  the  dark  than  on 
the  bright  side  of  the  picture,  simply  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  out 
prominently  before  the  Commissioners  the  wants,  defects,  and  short- 
comings of  the  schools,  with  a  view  to  their  more  speedy  removal,  in 
preference  to  parading  before  their  eyes  the  manerous  cases  in  which 
the  system  has  been  eminently  sncces^ul. 

I  find  from  a  report  on  the  Midland  Districts  in  England  tltat  the 
average  age  of  3,756  boys,  in  forty-six  schools,  was  from  6^  to  8g^ 
years ;  and  of  2,301  girls,  in  thirty-three  schools,  from  7^  to  9^  years. 

The  Very  Rev.  the  Dean  of  iiereford  speaks  very  judiciously  on 
this  snbject,  and  seems  to  have  hit  upon  the  most  probable  canses  of  ^ 

irregular  attendance,  which  seem  to  operate  in  Ireiand  much  in  the 
aune  way  as  the  Dean  finds  them  to  have  done  in  England ;  he  says — 

**  In  agricultural  districts  the  employer  does  not  encourage  the  labourer  to 
educate  his  child ;  on  the  contrary,  his  mode  of  tliinking  and  of  acting  is  in 
every  way  against  it.  He  has  no  feeling  that  the  respectability  of  the  labouring 
daases  would  be  advanced  bv  education ;  or  if  he  has,  he  immediately  becomes 
jealous  of  their  being  brought  nearer  to  himself,  not  seeing  that  the  class  to 
which  he  belongs  will,  in  the  end,  be  equally  advanced.  In  fact,  he  has  no 
notion  of  worth  in  the  labourer,  as  a  man,  or  as  a  fellow  creature;  but  only 
values  him  as  a  machine  or  instrument  by  which  a  certain  quantity  of  work  is 
to  be  performed;  and  does  not  think  that — although  he  professes  to  be  a  Chris- 
tlan^it  is  any  part  of  his  duty,  as  such,  to  endeavour  to  improve  the  moral 
condition  of  the  labourers  about  him,  by  making  them  more  intelligent,  more 
sober,  and  better  conducted  in  every  relation  of  life,  or  that  by  so  doing  ho 
adds  to  his  own  respectability.  In  the  eyes  of  too  many  of  the  employers  tho 
labourer  who  spends  his  money  at  the  ale-house,  neglects  his  family,  and  is 
perfectly  re^^dless  as  to  how  they  are  brought  up,  is  considered  quite  as  useful 
as  the  one  who  would  struggle  hard  to  get  his  children  an  education,  and  try  to 
raise  them  above  those  low  and  degraded  habits  to  which  the^  have  hitherto 
been  accustomed.  Let  those  who  act  thus,  if  higher  motives  will  not  influence 
them,  weigh  well  the  observation  of  a  modem  writer,  that  'Independently  of 
moral  grounds,  the  kindness,  sympathy,  and  attention  of  an  employer  to  his 
worlonen,  is  the  safest  and  most  profitable  money  speculation  in  which  he  can 
engage.'  I  have  never  known  a  single  instance  of  a  farmer  encouraging  tho 
la£)nrer  to  send  his  children  for  any  considerable  period  to  school,  no  matter 
how  trifling  the  work  for  which  he  wanted  them.  I  have  known  instances  of  a 
parent  wishing  to  continue  a  child  at  school,  but  his  employer  prevented  him 
by  requiring  his  services  when  ao  young  that  it  would  have  been  far  more  credit- 
able, and  even  more  advantageous,  to  nave  employed  an  older  boy." 

In  oonnezion  with  what  I  have  already  stated  as  militating,  in 
Tarions  ways,  against  the  successful  working,  and  consequent  prosperity, 
of  the  8choolS|  I  may  here  observe  that  the  teachers  of  twenty-four 

TOIi.  II,  L 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^46 


Appendix  to  Twenty-frst  Rq>oH  of  Ccmmissimers  [1854. 


II.  Head 

Inspectors' 
Reports  cm 
Scnools 
Inspected. 

Dr.  PatUn. 


Appiofpix  Cr.  only  out  of  the  fifty  schools  have  been  trained  at  the  Normal  Training 
Establishment  j  so  that  if  the  tahle  of  proficiency ^  which  is  now  to 
follow,  and  which  has  been  drawn  up  with  much  care,  shall  come  out 
favourably,  we  cannot  feel  otherwise  than  satisfied  with  the  general 
results.  Some  persons  might  say,  and  apparently  with  good  reason, 
and  likely  to  obtain  general  assent,  that  a  report  upon  fifty  schools  is 
too*  smaU  a  basis  on  which  to  found  any  general  conclusions ;  and  this 
would  be  true  if  the  schools  were  situated  in  one  or  two  counties  or 
districts  only,  but  it  will  be  seen  on  referring  to  the  tabulated  particu- 
lars, that  those  I  am  reporting  on  are  scattered  over  five  counties, 
extending  from  the  East  to  the  West  of  Ireland. 

The  foUowing  table  exhibits  the  proficiency  of  the  pupils  actually 
.examined,  and  the  answering,  carefully  noted  at  the  time  of  examina- 
tion. The  proportion  per  cent,  refers  only  to  the  number  learning 
that  particular  branch,  and  not  to  the  total  number  examined. 
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Appendix  G.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  the  per  centage  of  the  pro- 
ficiency, in  proportion  to  the  number  learning  each  particular  branch, 
is,  in  general,  satisfactory,  with  but  few  exceptions,  which  are  to  be 
included  under  the  following  heads,  viz. : — writing  from  dictation,  the 
parsing  and  analysis  of  a  simple  sentence,  theory  of  arithmetic,  and 
fair  penmanship.  The  attention  of  the  teachers  has  been  specially 
directed  to  the  above  subjects,  so  necessary  to  be  known  by  all  before 
leaving  school. 

Reading, — Of  the  junior  clas-ses,  twenty-eight,  and  of  the  senior 
classes,  forty-two  per  cent,  read  with  accuracy  and  intelligence  the 
lesson  selected  for  them  by  me  from  their  respective  lesson-bookg,  and 
fairly  answered  the  questions  put  in  connexion  with  the  chief  points  of 
information  contained  in  it.  I  was  sorry  to  observe,  however,  from 
the  hesitation  and  surprise  of  the  children,  that  in  some  schools  the 
plan  was  new  to  them.  I  also  found  some  teachers,  in  most  cases 
apparently  from  want  of  practice,  unable  to  question  either  fluently  or 
intelligibly  on  the  lesson  read,  and  too  frequently  to  seem  satisfied  if 
one  boy  in  the  draft  is  reading  well,  without  taking  care  that  every 
other  child  is  an  attentive  and  earnest  listener. 

The  teacher,  sometimes,  also  omits  to  correct  a  bad  or  false  style  of 
reading,  either  by  reading  over  the  passage  himself,  or  by  requiring 
the  boy  to  write  it  down  and  then  to  read  it  over  to  him  from  his  own 
writing.  I  have  much  pleasure,  however,  in  observing  that  the 
meanings  of  words  are  more  frequently  taught  in  connexion  with  the 
reading-lessons,  as  they  occur  in  the  sentences  read,  and  not^  as  formerly, 
with  the  spelling  in  columns,  where  the  arrangement  is  arbitrary  and 
without  any  necessary  connexion. 

In  some  of  the  schools — ^but  I  am  sorry  to  say  not  yet  in  all — ^the 
teacher  points  out  on  the  map,  to  the  junior  classes,  the  places,  <&c., 
alluded  to  in  the  lesson  read. 

Spelling, — The  teaching  of  spelling  by  the  eye  as  well  as  by  the  ear, 
by  the  dictation  of  sentences  written  on  slates,  is  now  more  generally 
practised,  particularly  when  increased  time  can  be  obtained  by  the 
presence  of  a  monitor  in  the  school,  under  whose  superintendence  the 
elder  boys  sometimes  copy  pieces  of  poetry  and  the  exercises  in 
grammar,  likewise  some  of  the  more  difiicult  words  which  occur  in  the 
reading-lessons,  and  giving  the  meanings  in  their  own  terms  :  there  is 
more  interrogation,  and  mutual  questioning  is  occasionally  adopted  by 
even  the  junior  classes.  In  my  several  tours  of  inspection  I  have 
frequently  recommended  the  trial  of  this  plan,  which  is  now  gradually 
making  its  way,  and  is  attended  by  satisfactory  results. 

Writing. — This  branch — as  I  have  always  thought,  one  of  the  most 
important  in  the  education  of  the  people,  particularly  of  the  humbler 
classes  whose  school  attendance  is  so  limited — is  progressing  tolerably, 
but  is  not  80  forward  as  it  ought  to  be  in  many  of  the  schools,  where  I 
had  much  reason  to  complain.  I  have  generally  found,  as  stated  in 
my  former  reports,  that  when  the  teacher  writes  a  good  legible  hand 
himself,  and  sets  the  copies  occasionally  for  the  pupils,  he  gradually 
acquires  a  taste  for  the  subject,  and  is  sure  to  make  this  branch  popular 
in  his  schooL  An  occasional  copy  on  the  black-board,  written  in  chalk, 
to  be  copied  on  slates  by  the  junior  pupils,  would  be  found  a  useful 
and  expeditious  preparation  for  commencing  on  paper. 

Out  of  818  writing  on  paper,  which  is  nearly  twenty-one  per  cent  of 
the  entire  attendance,  four  per  cent,  only  could  write  a  good  hand  with 
ease  and  freedom,  and  forty-seven  and  a-half  per  cent,  tolerably. 

Arithmetic, — ^In  many  of  the  schools  this  useful  branch  is  not  yet 
taught  with  sufficient  skilly  care,  and  attention.    The  old  mechanical 
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methods  of  working  a  sum  on  the  slate,  and  of  committing  rules  to  Appkwdix  a. 
memory  without  previous  understanding  or  subsequent  explanation,  jj  jj^^j 
gftill  prevails  :  the  theory  or  rationale  of  the  process  is  not  explained,  iMpocton' 
and  the  hlack-hoard  is  seldom  used.  aSl^ou''^ 

On  reference  to  the  table,  it  appears  that  of  939  children  learning  inspected. 

arithmetic,  598,  or  twenty-eight  per  cent.,  were  in  the  simple  or         

elementary  rules ;  160,  or  seven  and  a-half  per  cent.,  were  in  the  com-  ^*  I^aUm. 
pound  rules  and  Reduction  ;  181,  or  nearly  nine  per  cent.,  were  in 
Proportion  and  above,  including  Practice.      Of  these  the  amount  of 
proficiency  rates  as  follows  : — 

Acquainted  -with  numeration  and  notation,     .        .        .26  per  cent. 

Able  to  work  a  8um  correctly  in  any  of  the  four  element- 
ary rules,  and  capable  of  assigning  a  reason  for  the 
different  steps  in  the  process, 24       „ 

Capable  of  solving  correctly  ordinary  questions  in  Pro- 
portion or  Practice,      11       i» 

Menial  Arithmetic^ — Only  1 14,  or  five  per  cent,  of  the  entire  attend- 
ance at  the  schools,  were  learning  mental  arithmetic ;  and  of  these  not 
more  than  one-third  had  made  any  considerable  progress. 

"With  reference  to  the  three  branches  of  education  just  noticed,  which 
are  taught  in  all  schools  deserving  the  name,  an  eminent  educationist 
observes : — 

••  There  are  three  kinds  of  human  knowledge  which  stand  strikingly  distinct 
from  all  the  rest;  they  lie  at  the  foundation;  they  constitute  the  roots  of  the 
tree :  in  otiier  words,  they  are  the  meaiu  hy  which  all  other  knowledge  is 
acquired.     I  need  not  say  that  I  mean  reading,  writing,  and  calculation. 

"Teachers  do  not,  perhaps,  always  consider  how  entirely  and  essentially 
distinct  these  three  are  from  all  the  rest.  They  are  arts;  tiie  acquisition  of 
them  is  not  to  be  considered  ns  knowledge,  8o  much  as  the  means  by  which 
knowledge  is  obtained.  A  child  who  is  studyinpf  geography,  or  history,  or 
natural  science,  is  learning /wcii — gaiuing  information.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  one  who  is  learning  to  write,  or  to  read,  or  to  calculate,  may  be  adding 
littie  or  notliing  to  his  stock  of  knowledge,  lie  is  acquiring  skiU  which  at  some 
future  time  he  may  make  the  means  of  increasing  his  knowledge  to  any  extent. 

**Thi8  distinction  ouglit  to  be  kept  constantly  in  view,  and  the  teacher  should 
feel  that  these  fundamental  branches  stand  by  themselves,  and  that  they  stand 
first  in  im})ortance.  I  do  not  mean  to  undervalue  the  others,  but  only  to  insist 
upon  the  superior  value  and  importance  of  these.  Teaching  a  pupil  to  read 
before  he  enters  upon  the  active  business  of  life,  is  like  giving  a  new  settler  an 
axe  as  he  goes  to  seek  his  new  home  in  the  forest. 

"  The  great  object,  tlien,  of  the  common  schools  in  this  country  is  to  teach 
the  whole  population  to  read,  to  writer  and  to  cakulate" — Abbot  on  Instruction. 

Grammar. — Out  of  the  853  pupils  returned  as  learning  grammar, 
which  is  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  entire  number  attending  school, 
twenty-six  per  cent,  were  acquainted  with  the  parts  of  speech,  and 
able  to  distinguish  them  as  they  occurred  in  their  respective  lessons ; 
and  seventeen  per  cent,  were  able  to  parse  a  simple  sentence.  There 
is  here,  certiiinly,  some  improvement  upon  former  reports ;  but  ^till 
the  per  centage  of  proficiency  in  this  branch,  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
bers learning,  falls  short  of  what  it  ought  to  be. 

Geography. — Of  the  974  recorded  as  learning  geography,  which  is 
forty-seven  per  cent,  on  the  total  number  in  attendance,  it  appears 
that  thirty-oiie  per  cent,  are  acquainted  with  the  Map  of  the  World, 
and  eleven  per  cent,  with  the  great  Divisions  of  the  "World  and  Ireland, 

The  teaching  of  geography,  although  still  far  from  being  in  a  satis- 
factory state,  has  made  greater  progress  within  the  last  throe  years 
than  almost  any  other  branch.  Almost  all  the  teachers  now,  partxcu- 
larly  since  the  Map  of  the  World  has  been  given  gratuitously  vusfree 
stocky  give  more  or  less  of  instruction  in  this  interesting  branch.  I  am 
glad  to  observe  that  in  several  schools  it  is  also  taught  incidentally 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1«0 


Appendix  to  Twenty-first  Report  of  Commissioners,  [1854. 


Appexoix  G. 

II.Heii" 
Inspeeton* 
Report*  on 
Schools 
Inipeeted. 

Dr,  Patten, 


with  the  reading  lessons,  the  teacher  pointing  out  on  the  map  the 
places  as  thej  ocean  Of  course  1  must  always  except,  from  this 
fiiyourable  notice,  those  old  teachers  still,  unfortunately,  in  the  service, 
who  cannot,  or  will  not,  learn  this  subject,  in  particular ;  and  when 
urged  upon  the  matter,  the  answer  generally  is,  "That  they  will  try  to 
learn  and  do  their  best."  One  observed  "that  in  his  school-days  a 
Map  of  the  World,  hung  up  ill  the  school-room,  wonld  have  been  looked 
upon  as  a  curious^  but  meaningless,  hieroglyphic  scroll,  equally  unin- 
telligible to  the  schoolmaster  as  to  his  pupils,  and  equally  despised  by 
botlij"  with  the  following  quotation :  "  Tempora  miUantur  nos  e^ 
mtUamur  in  Ulis/*  Doubtless  the  times  have  changed,  and  we  have 
changed  with  them  j  but^  unfortunately,  the  old  teacher  alone  remains 
stationary. 

Writing  from  Dictation, — In  the  fifty  schools  there  were  503  chil- 
dren, twenty-four  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  in  attendance,  reported 
to  me  by  their  respective  teachers  as  writing  from  dictation.  Of  these 
thirty-three  per  cent,  were  able  to  write  a  few  sentences  with  tolerable 
accuracy,  and  five  per  cent,  correctly,  and  with  ease  and  freedom. 

From  the  above  statistics  it  appears  that  considerable  improvement 
has  taken  place  in  this  useful  and  most  essential  exercise  since  the  year 
1850.  My  Report  on  the  schools  inspected  that  year  shows  that  of 
2,598  children  examined,  there  were — able  to  write  from  dictation  a 
sentence  with  tolerable  accuracy,  one  in  twenty-seven,  or  something 
less  than  four  per  cent. 

Although  it  may  be  supposed  that  the  senior  or  more  advanced 
classes  form  the  proper  field  for  the  exercise  of  this  branchy  and  although 
these  classes  may  derive  more  especial  benefit  from  the  regular  adop- 
tion of  the  plan,  yet  it  will,  nevertheless,  be  found  on  trial  that  all  the 
classes,  without  exception,  who  are  able  to  write,  will  be  greatly 
benefited. 

It  would  be  in  vain  to  expect,  even  from  the  senior  pupils,  without 
some  such  practice,  and  subsequently  putting  their  thoughts  upon 
paper  in  the  way  of  a  short  letter  or  essay,  even  a  tolerable  attempt  at 
Composition.  Although,  as  regards  other  branches  their  progress  may- 
have  been  respectable,  yet  deficiency  in  this  is  continually  felt,  and 
often  deeply  deplored,  when  they  shall  be  called  upon  to  take  an  active 
part  in  the  busy  scenes  of  afterlife. 

In  superintending  this  exercise  the  teacher  would  do  well  to  take 
care  that  the  writing  on  slates,  which  is  sometimes  hurried,  in  catching 
and  taking  down  the  sentence  dictated,  does  not  degenerate  into  a 
scrawl ;  and  thus  tend  to  deteriorate  the  symmetry  and  regularity  of 
the  handwriting. 

Some  judicious  remarks  having  been  made  on  the  subject  of  hand- 
writing by  Viscount  Palmereton,  and  by  two  of  her  Majesty's  In- 
spectors of  Schools,  in  reply  to  his  Lordship's  suggestions,  I  take  the 
liberty  of  appending  them  to  this  report. — See  ^ote  D  (selected  from 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education,  years  1853-4.) 

Supply  of  School  Bequisites,  Books,  d:c, — About  one-third  of  the  schools 
inspected  and  reported  upon  were  unprovided  with  a  proper  supply  of 
lesson-books,  and  other  school  requisites,  such  as  stationery,  &c.  This 
defect^  which  can  only  be  effectually  remedied  by  time,  increased  pros- 
perity, and  more  intelligence  on  the  part  of  the  people  generally,  is 
becoming  less  perceptible  than  formerly.  The  payments  of  the  chil- 
dren are  also  more  regular  and  satisfactory,  the  gratuitous  list  having 
become  considerably  diminished. 

In  the  annexed  table  I  have  brought  under  one  view  some  statistics 
tegarding  the  incomes  of  the  teachers,  as  derived  from  various  sources. 
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Teackeri  Incomes. — ^Tbe  following  table  exhibits  the  annual  incomes  Afmndix  G. 
of  the  teachersy  as  derived  from  various  sources  : —  U  ^^ 


Boys'              Girl*' 
SchoolB          SohooI« 

Mixed 

SobooU 

l29teMhen.) 

Totols 
(MtaMlMn.) 

liiip«eton' 
Reports  on 
▲rmge.    Schooli 

Ixispeetod. 

Salary  irom  the  Board, 
Income  ftoSD.  School- 

£      8,    d. 

201     0     0 

£       8.    d. 

150    0    0 

£     s.  d. 
466    0    0 

£       8,    d. 

817    0    0 

£    s.  d.  Dr.  FaUmk 
16    6  10 

fees,        ..        . 
Incomefh)m  Local  Con- 

no 0  0 

77     0    0 

219    0    0 

406    0    0 

8    2    5 

tributions, 
Amiiial  value  of  Beai- 

10    0    0 

8    0    0 

18    0    0 

36     0    0 

0  14    5 

dence,     . 

- 

3    0    0 

4     0    0 

7     0    0 

0    2  10 

Total  income  froml 

SchooU,  inclad.  \ 

321     0    0 

238    0    0 

707     0    0 

1,266    0    0 

25    6    6 

ingaUsouTceSf   .J 

The  number  on  the  rolls  in  the  above  schools  at  die  time  of  inspad* 
tion  being  i,l54c,  it  follows  from  the  preceding  table^- 

Ist.  That  the  average  amount  paid  to  the 
Teachers  by  the  Board  alone  for 
each  pupil  is 

2nd.  That  the  ayerage  amount  of  School- 
fees  paid  by  the  people  for  each 


4$.  0(f.  per  amium,         (£817) 


28.  Od. 


(£406) 


0«.  2d. 


68.  2d. 


(£36) 


13«.  2d. 
per  annum. 

"Board's  Sal,    8s'.  &d, 
School-f^s,      4s.  Sd. 
Local  Contii- 

bntious,         Os.  5d. 
Residences,       Os.  Id. 

198.  %d. 

trapil  is 
3rd.  That  the  average  amoimt  fh>m  local 

Contributions  paid  to  the  Teacher 

for  each  pupil  is     ...        . 
4th.  That  the  average  amount  of  payment 

made   to   the  Teachers   from  all 

sources  for  each  pupil  is 

5th.  Listead  of  the  number  on  the  roUs, 
if  we  take  the  average  attendance  as 
the  basis  of  our  calculation,  we  shall 
find  that  the  average  amount  of 
payment  made  to  the  Teachers^rom 
au  sources  for  each  pupil  is 

It  appears  from  the  above  table  that  the  average  income  of  the- 
teachers  is  £25  6s.  6d.,  as  collected/rom  aU  saurcei.  The  salary  from 
the  Board  averages  low,  most  of  the  teachers  under  consideration  being 
in  the  inferior  classes  and  untrained.  The  income  from  school-fees, 
however,  averages  £8  2$.  5d.y  which  is  a  considerable  increase  on  that 
of  former  years  for  schools  partly  situated  in  the  western  districts.  In 
my  Report  on  the  schools  visited  in  the  year  1850,  situated  in  the 
couuties  of  Donegal,  Sligo,  Leitrim,  Roscommon,  Monaghan,  and  Eer- 
niauagh,  the  average  annual  income  of  each  teacher,  from  school-fees 
alone  is  set  down  at  £3  2«.  7^^. ;  and  the  average  income  of  the 
teachers,  including  all  sources,  is  shown  to  be  so  low  as  £22  4s.  6^ 

We  are  now,  I  think,  fully  justified  in  hoping  that  from  the  present 
augmented  scale  of  salaries,  and  the  graduaUy-increasing  prosperity  of 
the  country,  together  with  the  National  System  of  Education  becomhig 
more  popnlar  and  moro  appreciated  as  it  becomes  better  known,  the 
average  salary  of  the  teachers  this  year,  from  all  sources,  will  amount 
to  a  sum  considerably  over  £30. 

InereoBe  to  Salarie$  of  Teachers, — In  my  Report  of  the  examinations 
of  teachers  for  the  year  1849  I  observed  that  a  further  augmentation 
of  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  would  be  desirable  in  the  following 
iefiBs:^^ 

''It  is  probable  that  the  benerolent  intentions  of  the  Commissionei% 
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Appendix  Q,  exhibited  towanls  the  teachers  in  the  late  increase  of  salaries,  T^hicfa 
II.  Hoad'  ^^  ^®^°  attended  with  such  satisfactory  results,  may  indnce  them  to 
lusfwcton'  make  a  further  augmentation  as  soon  as  sufficient /t^n</«  may  be  placed 
^pom  on        at  their  disposal,  <kc." 

InipMied.  ^  *™  happy  to  say  that  a  very  considerable  increase  has  now  been 

— !         recommended  and  adopted  by  the  Commissioners,  and,  I  hope,  will  be 

X>r.  FaOm.       available  at  the  next  payment ;   thus  affording  seasonable  relief  to 

many  deserving  teachers  with  families  suffering  under  the  pressure  of 

the  present  high  prices  of  provisions. 

The  augmentation  in  the  scale  of  salaries  has  been  so  adjusted  as  to 
be  more  sensibly  felt  at  tiie  beginning  and  end  of  the  series  of  grada- 
tions for  the  several  classes  and  divisions;  by  this  arrangement  it  is 
hoped  that  a  superior  class  of  persons  will  offer  themselves  in  the  first 
instance  for  the  situation  of  teacher ;  and  secondly,  by  making  the 
salary  of  first-clcus  teachers  remtmerative  in  the  proper  sense  of  that 
term,  the  Commissioners  will  be  enabled  to  retain  the  services  of  those 
valuable  men  who  are  now  either  leaving  our  shores  for  more  favoured 
lands,  or  turning  their  attention  to  more  lucrative  employments. 

Classification  of  Schools  as  to  efficiency,  with  regard  both  to 
the  extent  and  quality  of  Instruction. 

1.  Number  of  Schools  in  which  the  Beading  is  fair,   .        .        .18 

,.  „  prettjgood,       .    20 

2.  Nomb^  of  Schools  in  which  the  Penmanship  is  good  or 

pretty  fair 17 

3.  Number  of  Schools  in  which  Arithmetic  is  well  taught,  and 

to  a  fair  pro|)ortion  of  pupils, 18 

4.  Number  of  Schools  in  which  Grammar  is  fairly  taught,  and 

to  sufficient  number  of  pupils, 20 

5.  Number  of  Schools  in  which  Geography  is  fairly  taught,  and 

to  a  fair  proportion  of  pupils, 29 

6.  Number  of  Schools  in  which  Writing  from  Dictation  is  taught 

fairly,  and  to  a  sufficient  proportion  of  the  children,  .        .14 

FSaiALE  INDUSTRY — SEWING,  KNITTINO,  AND  FANCT  WORK. 

7.  Number  of  Schools  in  which  the  abore  subjects  are  fairly 

taught,  and  to  a  fair  proportion  of  the  female  pupils,  .     12 

See  programme  of  instruction  for  Male  National  Schools,  or  minimom 
amount  of  proficiency  required /or  each  class. — Note  £,  appended. 

Classification  of  School-houbes  as  to  amount  of  Accommodation 
(allowing  seren  square  feet  to  each  Pupil.) 

Number  capable  of  accommodating   50  pupils,  .  .13 

»»  f»  76      ,,       .  .  .     16 

>,  ,»  100     „      .  .  ,     12 

»,  ft  ijO     ,f       •  *  .1 

GsHEBAL  Glassipioation  as  to  the  State  of  Kepairs,  Fumitare, 
and  Fitting-up,  <&c. 

Number  of  School-houses  in  which  the  state  of  repairs,  furniture,  &c. 

Is  good, 22 

Is  pretty  fair, 10 

Is  middling, 18 

Rules  and  Regulatums  of  the  Commiuioners, — The  rules,  &c,  have, 
in  general,  been  faithfully  observed ;  and  neyer,  in  any  instance,  so 
&r  as  I  could  ascertain,  has  any  infringement  occurred  from  tnlftU 
neglect. 

Religious  Instruction, — Religious  instruction  is  regularly  giren  to  the 
pupils  on  Saturdays,  and  before  or  after  the  hours  devoted  to  the  ordi- 
nary school  business  on  the  other  week  days,  under  the  direction  of 
their  respective  clergy,  and  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  their 
parents. 
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As  I  stated  in  my  last  Report,  I  have  never  known  or  ever  heard  of  Affmowx  Ck 
a  single  instance  of  meddling  or  interference,  by  any  person  whatever,  jj  ^^^^ 
in  the  matter  of  religion,  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the  parents.      Inspeeton* 

In  conclusion,  1  have  much  pleasure  in  observing,  that  on  a  review  Jsj*^  *" 
of  the  Bciiools  inspected  during  the  past  year,  amidst  a  considerable  |_^|^^ 
variety  of  character,  I  have  been  able  to  report  deliberately  and  con*        .: — 
scientioQsly  in  respect  to  a  large  portion  of  them,  that  as  regards  order,  •^*  P^*^*^ 
organization,  &o.,  they  are  steadily  improving ;  and  that  the  kind  of 
instruction  afforded  is,   in  many  cases,  in    accordance    with  more 
enlightened  views  and  improved  methods,  more  easily  comprehended, 
and  more  applicable  to  the  affiurs  of  every-day  life. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jamss  Pattsn, 
The  Secretaries,  Head  Inspector. 

Education  Office,  Dublin. 


Note  A. — Handwbitino. 

Correspondence  as  to  deterioration  in  ihe  Art  of  Writing. 

(No.  1.) 

t^rom  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  to  the 

GouxiTTSB  of  CouKoiL  on  Education. 

Whitehall,  24th  May,  1854. 
Sib, — I  am  directed  by  Viscount  Palmerston  to  request  that  yoa 
will  submit  to  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education,  for  their  con« 
sideration,  that  one  great  fault  in  the  system  of  instruction  in  the 
schools  of  the  country  lies  in  the  want  of  proper  teaching  in  the  art 
of  writing.  The  great  bulk  of  the  lower  and  middle  orders  write 
hands  too  small  and  indistinct,  and  do  not  form  their  letters,  or  they 
sometimes  form  them  by  alternate  broad  and  fine  strokes,  which  make 
the  words  difficult  to  read.  The  handwriting  which  was  generally 
practised  in  the  early  part  and  middle  of  the  last  century  was  far  better 
than  that  now  in  common  use ;  and  Lord  Palmerston  would  suggest 
that  it  would  be  very  desirable  that  the  attention  of  schoolmasters 
should  be  directed  to  this  subject,  and  that  their  pupils  should  be 
taught  rather  to  imitate  broad  printing  than  fine  copper-plate  engraving, 

I  am,  &c., 
(Signed)        H,  Wai>dihqtoh. 
The  Secretary, 

Committee  of  Council  on  Education. 


The  following  replies  to  the  above  communication  were  made  by  two 
of  Her  Majesty's  Inspectors  of  Schools  : — 

From  Her  Majesty's  Inspector  of  Schools,  the  Bev.  F.  Watkuts,  to  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Ebuoatioh. 

Thrybergh,  27  May,  1854. 

Sib, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  of 
the  24th  instant,  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Viscount  Piftlmerston, 
on  the  subject  of  handwriting. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  a  great  part  of  the  evil  of  which  his 
Lordship  so  jostly  complams  is  owing  to  the  use  in  schools  of  ver^r 
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Afpbndix  G.  cheap  and  rerj  bad  steel  petis,  which  make  a  very  broad  down  stroke, 

II  BmuT  ^  ^^  ^^  called,  and  an  almost  invisible  np  stroke.     I  do  not  believe 

Iniipecton*  tbat^  with  snch  pens  as  these,  the  handwriting  which  Lord  PaLmerston 

RepoAi  on  desiros  can  be  formed  in  onr  schools. 

Schooli 

Inipeeted.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &e, 

Dti'patkH.  ^be  Secretary  of  the                (Signed)        Fbbdsrick  Watkiss. 
Oommittee  of  Council  on  Education. 


(No.  3.) 

From  Her  Majesty's  Inspector  of  Schools^  the  Bey.  H.  Losocttilli 
JoHn>  to  the  Cokxitteb  of  Couboil  on  Eduoation. 

Khyl,  29  Hay,  1854. 

SiB) — ^I  have  the  honour  of  receiving  your  circular  letter,  with  the 
copy  of  one  from  Mr.  Waddington,  written  by  the  desire  of  Lord  Pal- 
merston,  concerning  defective  handwriting  in  schools. 

I  am  personally  bo  glad  to  find  this  subject  adverted  to,  that  I 
cannot  avoid  making  the  following  remarks  upon  it 

In  many  schools  1  find  writing  taught  on  the  most  unsatisfiactoxy  plan; 
bad  copybooks  used,  bad  copies  printed  or  set ;  young  children  made 
to  eommence  with  small  hand ;  and,  frequently,  if  the  manter  is  ceH^ 
ecUed,  the  subject  considered  below  his  notice.  It  will  certainly  be  mj 
care  in  future  to  report  most  stringently  upon  this  branch  of  instruc- 
tion, specially  in  the  case  of  apprentices  and  masters.  I  apprehend, 
however,  that  the  subject  is  neglected  at  the  training  schools,  and  that^ 
to  ensure  a  thorough  reform,  something  must  be  done  with  thoee  in- 
stitutiona 

My  impression  is,  in  accordance  with  the  Scotch  system,  that  young 

Eople  should  be  taught  to  write  as  large  a  hand  as  possible,  and  that 
e  use  of  tmaU  hand,  as  it  is  technically  called,  should  be  abolished  in 
all  copybooks.  I  believe  that  the  practice  of  writing  on  vertical  snr- 
iaces,  at  almost  arm's  length,  so  as  to  use  the  whole  limb  from  the 
shoulder  joint  as  much  as  from  the  wrist^  and  in  characters  not  less 
than  six  inches  in  height  would  be  found  (as  I  have  found  it  frt>m  long 
practice  with  pupils)  to  be  one  of  the  very  best  supplementary  methods 
for  forming  a  good  hand.  It  is  the  principle  of  the  artist  standing  before 
his  canvass  on  the  easel,  at  as  great  a  distance  as  possible.  The  eye 
is  as  much  concerned  in  writing  as  the  hand.  The  practice  of  frequent 
dictation  on  slates  is  liable  to  become  very  destructive  of  caligraphy. 
The  children  naturally  get  into  a  scribble,  and,  unless  special  care  be 
taken,  much  of  the  good  done  on  paper  is  undone  on  slates. 

I  have  spent  much  of  my  leisure  time  in  the  reading  and  deciphering 
MSS.  of  all  dates  and  nations;  I  have  prosecuted  long  researches 
%monff  public  repord  ofioices  in  this  country  and  on  the  Continent ;  and 
I  would  beg  leave  to  express  my  conviction  of  the  accuracy  of  Lord 
Falmerston's  remarks  that  the  handwriting  at  the  commencement  and 
duriag  the  middle  part  of  the  last  century  was  far  better  than  it  is  now. 
It  is  the  common  opinion  of  most  record  officers  that  our  MSS.  of  the 
present  day  will  be  almost  undecipherable  in  future  ages.  The  hand- 
writing of  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth  was  peculiarly  bad  ;  but,  soon 
after  that  period,  the  Italian  hand,  long  practised  abroad,  was  intro> 
diused  by  writing  masters  into  England,  and  the  caligraphy  of  the  upper 
classes  rapidly  improved.  The  English  monarch  who  wrote  the  best 
hand  of  any  that  ever  ascended  the  throne  was  James  II.  He  was 
iducaMi;  abroad,  and  formed  his  hand  on  the  finest  Italian  modei  JEEis 
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earlier  MSS.,  and  his  signatures,  are  peculiarly  good  and  legible ;  and  ApptjfDix  O. 
his  band  was  legible  to  the  latest  day  of  a  protracted  life.     Any  record  j|  Head" 
office  can  produce  specimens  of  the  Italian  handwriting  of  that  period.  Inspeeton* 
It  was  certainly  the  most  elegant  of  any  current  hand  ever  used.     The  ^J***^  *** 
most  illegible  and  conTcntional  style  of  hand  that  has  appeared  in  intuited. 
England  is  the  common  commercial  hand  of  our  own  time.     It  is  a         — 1 
system  of  arbitrary  marks,  intended  for  a  particular  purpose,  and    -^*  Patun: 
legible  by  a  special  class  of  persons  only.     I  attribute  the  formation  of 
this  conventional  commercisd  hand  to  the  use  of  too  round  a  system  of 
letters  in  school  copies.     The  letters  are  not  angular,  nor  tall  enough  ; 
m,  71,  i,  II,  e,  and  c,  being  all  formed  commercially  thus  ^*uufL** 

I  am  convinced  that  we  ought  to  revert  to  the  old  Italian  system  of 
caligraphy,  and  that  the' public  service  would  gain  as  much  by  this  as 
by  the  imitation  of  printing  hand.  Our  typographical  forms  of  this 
century  run  too  much  into  circularity,  and  into  needless  contrasts  of 
thick  and  thin.  A  reaction  in  public  taste  has  already  settled  the 
question  concerning  arithmetical  signs^  and  it  is  working  its  way  even 
with  the  letters  of  the  alphabet 

I  would  venture  to  suggest  that,  as  the  subject  is  really  one  of  muoH 
importance,  their  Lordships  might  order  persons,  qualified  for  the  pui» 
pose,  to  examine  into  the  state  of  common  writing,  whether  in  schools, 
in  offices,  in  trades,  or  in  ordinary  life,  and  to  report  to  them  upon  it, 
with  the  view  to  arrive  at  positive  and  scientific  data,  whether  of 
theory  or  of  practice ;  so  that  some  feasible  method  of  anielioratioii 
might  be  recommended  to  all  schoolmasters. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^  ^ 

The  Secretary  of  the  (Signed)        H.  LoNornsynjiB  JoKBi. 

Committee  of  Council  on  Education. 


K0T£  B. 

PBoa&AMMB  of  Instetjction  for  Male  National  Schools,  6r  minimum 
amount  of  Proficiency  required  for  each  Class. 

First  C^^ow.—Children  in  the  highest  division  of  First  Class  will  be 
expected  at  feoirf— To  name  the  Pays  of  the  Week,  and  the  Months 
and  Seasons  of  the  Year.  To  count  correctly  and  intelligently  up  to 
20.  To  read  any  number  up  to  20.  To  add  mentaUy  any  two  or 
more  single  digits  (as  6+4+6+3)  whose  sum  shaU  not  exceed  20. 
To  spell  correctly  the  simpler  words  of  the  lessons  they  shall  have  pre- 
viously read,  and  to  understand  their  meaning.  To  know  the  vowel 
sounds.  To  answer  simple  questions  on  the  subjects  of  the  lessons 
already  learnt  by  them.  _        ^  .,     n        j  /^ 

Second  C^ow.— Children  in  the  senior  divmon  of  the  Second  Glass 
win  be  expected— To  read  and  set  down  any  number  of  three  pkoes 
of  figures.  To  know  the  addition  and  subtraction  tables.  To  be  able 
to  work  on  Skte  or  Bkck  Board  simple  questions  in  Addition  and 
Subtraction,  no  part  of  the  work  including  any  number  of  more  than 
three  places  of  figures.  To  name  the  syllables  in  a  Word.  To  distm- 
^uish  readily,  in  any  easy  sentence  selected  in  their  daily  lessons,  the 
Article  Noun,  and  Adjective.  To  know  the  Outlines  of  the  Map  of  the 
Worid.'  To  Write  on  Slates.  To  spell  correctly  the  simpler  words  of 
the  Lessons  they  may  have  already  read>  and  to  undmtand  their 
meaning.    To  answer  Simple  Queetiioiifl  on  the  bubjecte  of  ihe  Lewoiw 
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Appendix  G.  already  learnt  by  them,  and  to  be  able  to  repeat  corrccUy  and  neatly 
sach  Lessons  as  are  in  Kbyme. 

Sequel  Class. — Children  enrolled  one  Quarter  or  more  in  either 
Seqael  Glass  will  be  expected — To  read  and  set  down  any  number  of 
five  places  of  figures.  To  know  the  Multiplication,  Pence,  and  Time 
Tables.  To  be  able  to  work  easy  questions  in  Simple  Multiplication, 
and  Simple  Short  Division.  To  distinguish  readily,  in  any  easy 
sentence  selected  in  their  daily  Lessons,  the  Article,  Noun,  Personal 
Pronoun,  Adjective,  Verb,  and  Adverb.  To  know  the  Map  of  the 
World.  To  write  on  Paper.  To  write  out  from  memory  any  part  of 
the  Multiplication  Table.  To  write  out  from  memory,  in  proper  order, 
the  names  of  the  Mouths  of  the  Year,  witli  the  number  of  Days  in  each. 
To  spell  correctly  the  simpler  words  of  the  Lessons  they  may  have 
already  read,  and  to  understand  their  meaning.  To  answer  simple 
questions  on  the  subjects  of  the  Lessons  already  learnt  by  them.  To 
read  with  a  fair  degree  of  ease  and  correctness. 

Third  Class. — Children  enrolled  one  Quarter  or  more  in  the  Third 
Class  will  be  expected — To  know  Notation  and  Numeration  well,  and 
to  repeat  all  the  more  useful  Arithmetical  Tables.  To  work  readily 
Questions  in  the  Simple  and  Compound  Rules  of  Arithmetic.  To 
distinguish  readily  and  with  certainty,  in  any  easy  sentence  selected  in 
their  daily  Lessons,  all  the  Parts  of  Speech.  To  know  the  Maps  of  the 
World  and  Europe.  To  write  on  Paper,  and  to  write  a  fair  hand.  To 
know  and  to  be  able  to  write  down  the  Characters  or  Marks  used  in 
Punctuation.  To  write  down  correctly  easy  sentences  from  Dictation. 
To  write  out  from  memory  the  Time  and  Money  Tables.  To  spell 
correctly  the  words  of  the  Lessons  they  may  have  already  learnt,  and 
to  explain  their  meaning.  To  answer  simple  questions  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  those  Lessons,  and  to  repeat  such  of  them  as  are  in  rhyme 
neatly  and  correctly.  To  know  what  is  meant  by  Accent  and  Em- 
phasis, and  to  read  with  ease  and  correctness,  and  with  due  attention 
to  the  pauses. 

Fourth  Class. — Pupils  enrolled  one  Quarter  or  more  in  the  Fourth 
Class  will  be  expected — To  know  all  the  Arithmetical  Tables,  and  to 
be  able  to  write  out  from  memory,  and  in  a  neat  and  correct  form, 
any  one  of  them.  To  be  able  to  work  sums  in  Proportion,  Fractions, 
and  Practice.  To  know  the  Prefixes,  Affixes,  and  principal  Roots 
given  in  the  Fourth  Book.  To  know  so  much  of  English  Grammar 
as  to  be  able  to  parse  easy  sentences.  To  know  the  Maps  of  all  the 
Continents  and  of  Ireland.  To  know  the  definitions  of  the  more 
common  technical  terms  of  Geography,  as  Axis,  Poles^  Equator^  Lati- 
tude, Longiiude,  Zonea^  dtc,  and  to  explain  the  ordinary  proofs  of  the 
Earth's  Sphericity.  To  write  correctly  from  dictation  any  sentence 
selected  from  Third  Book.  To  draw  on  a  slate  any  of  the  simple  plane 
Geometrical  Forms.  To  answer  readily  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
Lessons  they  may  have  already  read,  and  to  explain  with  cleame.ss  the 
meaning  of  the  words  contained  in  them.  To  write  a  good  hand.  To 
read  with  fluency  and  correctness. 

Fifth  Class. — ^Pupils  enrolled  one  Quarter  or  more  in  the  Fifth  Class 
will  be  expected — ^To  know  the  Commercial  Rules  of  Arithmetic,  and 
the  Mensuration  of  Superficies.  To  know  how  to  keep  Cash,  Personal, 
Real,  and  Farm  Accounts,  and  how  to  write  out  Bills,  Shop  Accounts, 
&c.  To  analyse  and  parse  correctly  Complex  Sentences.  To  know 
the  Geography  of  the  British  Empire,  and  the  simpler  portions  of  the 
Geography  Generalized.  To  write  correctly  from  dictation  any  ordin- 
ary sentences  selected  for  them.  To  write  out  from  memory,  with 
correct  spelling  and  syntax^  the  substance  of  any  fable  or  short  story 
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cliosen   from  the  Second  or  Third  Book.     To  know  the  forms  of  Appsnoix  O. 
Epistolary  Correspondence,  and  how  to  Address,  Subscrihe,  and  Direct  u  n^ZT" 
Letters,  <&c.     To  analyse  the  words  of  their  ordinary  Lessons,  pointing  inspector*' 
ont  their  Hoots,  Prefixes,  and  Affixes,  and  to  explain  their  meaning  Report  on 
with  clearness  and  precision.     To  answer  with  intelligence  and  judg-  f^^'^^^/Lj 
ment  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  Lessons  already  learnt  by  them.    To  '**'**L_' 
write  a  good  hand  with  ease  and  freedom.     To  read  with  entire  ease,    ^*  FutUiL 
daency,  and  judgment,  both  poetry  and  prose. 

Note  I. — The  Spelling  Book  Superseded  should  be  taught  to  III., 
lY.,  k  v.  Glosses.  Note  II. — Mental  Calculation  should  be  taught  to 
the  same  Classes.  Note  III. — The  "  Knowledge  of  Common  Thingd* 
is  to  be  learnt  from  the  Lesson  Books;  and  the  Classes  should  be 
ri^larly  and  carefully  examined  upon  the  tubject-maUer  of  the  Lessons 
r«id  by  them.  Note  IV. — Periodic  Jtepeiilions  should  be  regularly 
instituted,  the  three  great  means  of  instruction  being  Explavatiok, 
Ihtebsooation,  and  Repetition. 
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Income,  &c.,  of  Teacher. 

meant 
bool  fees 
beived 
fngtbe 
fear. 

T^ical 

contributions, 

not  School 

Fee^ 

Salarr  from 
Board. 

Value  of 
dwelling,  or 
land,  if  any, 

rentfne. 

Total  Income 

from  School 

during  the 

year. 

Age. 

1 

i 

Clas. 

General 

Character  of 

School. 

,    8.    d. 

£    s.   d. 

£    s. 

d. 

£     8.     d. 

£      B.     d. 

Ma 

0    0 

— 

20'   0 

0 

- 

28    0    0 

45 

Xot. 

2',  ;  Tolerable. 

0    0 

•" 

18    0 

0 

- 

23    0    0 

26 

Tcs,    3',    Middling. 

0    0 

10    0    0 

22    0 

0 

- 

37    0    0 

25 

Yes, '  2>,    Tolerable. 

0    0 

" 

22    0 

0 

- 

32    0    0 

28 

Ye., 

2',  :  Fair.           | 

10    0 

- 

18    0 

0 

- 

19  10    0 

27 

Not, 

3', 

Fair. 

r 

0     0 

- 

18    0 

0 

- 

26    0     0 

22 

Ye., 

8', 

Middling. 

1  0    0 

- 

20    0 

0 

- 

28    0    0 

24 

Yes, 

2>, 

Middling. 

; 

18    9 

- 

22    0 

0 

- 

29  18    9 

27 

Ya., 

2', 

Tolerable. 

1 

;  0    0 

- 

18    0 

0 

- 

23    0    0 

21 

Yes. 

3', 

Middling. 

■  0    0 

6    0    0 

22    0 

0 

•i« 

44    0    0 

48 

Not. 

2', 

Tolerable. 

r 

0    0 

- 

15     0 

0 

- 

25    0    0 

21 

Not, 

3', 

Fair. 

M 

0    0 

- 

18     0 

0 

^ 

30    a    0 

45 

Not, 

3'. 

Fair. 

) 

"" 

- 

11     0 

0 

- 

11     0    0 

19 

Not, 

Pro. 

Middling. 

*■ 

0    0 

\ 

- 

18    0 

0 

- 

34     0    0 

27 

Yes, 

^^ 

Middling. 

V 

\  0    0 

- 

6    0 

0 

- 

21     0    0 

23 

Yes, 

3-, 

Tolerable. 

^ 

•0    0 

- 

18    0 

0 

- 

28     0    0 

29 

Yes.    3', 

Tolerable 

1 

;  0   0 

- 

11     0 

0 

- 

17     0     0 

19 

Not,   Pro. 

Middling. 

- 

l^otasce 

rtaincd. 

Teacher 

in  training 

Fair. 

r 
^ 

0    0 

1 

- 

IS'   0 

0 

M 

24    0    0 

43 

Not, 

3% 

Tolerable. 

!o   0 

- 

11     0 

0 

»* 

17    0    0 

23 

Not, 

Pro. 

Tolerable. 

0    0 

-     ■ 

20    0 

0 

- 

34    0    0 

46 

Yes, 

2^ 

Fair. 

1  0    0 

-    ■ 

15    0 

0 

• 

20    0    0 

20 

Not, 

3«. 

Tolerable. 

0    0 

i 

- 

15    0 

0 

- 

23    0    0 

55 

Not, 

.3«. 

Tolerable. 

1 

;o  0 

4 

n    0 

0 

•• 

17    T)    0 

18 

Not, 

Pro. 

Tolerable. 

1 

D 

gitized  b 
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Income,  &e.,  of  Teacher.                                                                  1 

Amoant 
f  School  fees 

receivei 

daring  the 

year. 

Local 

contributions, 

not  School 

Fees. 

Salary  from 
Board. 

Valne  of 
dwelling,  or 
land,  if  any, 

nsnt  frco. 

Totel  Income 

from  School 

during  tho 

year. 

Age. 

1 

H 

Class. 

General 

Character  of 
School. 

£    s.    d. 

£     s.     d. 

£     s. 

d. 

£    s.    d. 

£     8,     d. 

10    0    0 

- 

15     0 

0 

- 

25     0     0 

19 

Not, 

3*, 

Tolerable. 

4     0    0 

- 

15     0 

0 

4     0     0 

23     0     0 

34 

Not, 

3S 

Fair. 

5     0    0 

- 

11     0 

0 

- 

16     0     0 

26 

Not, 

Pro. 

Fair. 

10    0    0 

- 

20     0 

0 

- 

30     0     0 

34 

Yes, 

2', 

Fair. 

2    0    0 

2     0    0 

18    0 

0 

22     0     0 

24 

Yes, 

3\ 

Middling;. 

Not  asco 

liained. 

Teacher  in 

Training. 



3     0    0 

_ 

20    0 

0 

„ 

23     0    0 

38 

Not, 

2«, 

MiddUng. 

6     0    0 

2    0    0 

18    0 

0 

. 

26     0    0 

19 

Yes, 

3». 

9     0    0 

_ 

20     0 

0 

^ 

29     0     0 

63 

Not, 

2«, 

Fair. 

5    0    0 

» 

20    0 

0 

» 

25     0     0 

44 

Yes, 

2«. 

Tolerable. 

8    0     0 

^ 

18    0 

0 

. 

26     0     0 

34 

Yes, 

3^ 

Fair. 

WOO 

„ 

22    0 

0 

_ 

62    0     0 

33 

Not, 

2', 

Good. 

12     0     0 

^ 

20    0 

0 

_ 

32     0     0 

36 

Yes, 

2S 

Tolerable. 

14     0     0 

8     0     0 

18    0 

0 

_ 

40     0     0 

22 

Yes, 

3S 

Fair. 

4     0     0 

^ 

20    0 

0 

. 

24     0     0 

23 

Yes, 

2% 

Fair. 

9    0     0 

25     0 

0 

! 

34     0     0 

29 

Yes, 

1% 

Fair. 

5    0    0 

15     0 

0 

3    0    0 

23     0    0 

25 

Yes, 

3% 

Fwr. 

2    0    0 

- 

13    0 

0 

- 

15    0     0 

22 

Not, 

3«, 

Middling. 

9    0    0 

_ 

16    0 

0 

_ 

25     0     0 

25 

Yes, 

2S 

Fair: 

7     0    0 

,_, 

13    0 

0 

_ 

20    0    0 

18 

Not, 

SS 

Fair. 

5     0    0 

^ 

10     0 

0 

- 

15    0     0 

19 

Not, 

Pro. 

P.  Good. 

21     0     0 

^ 

17    0 

0 

— 

38     0     0 

36 

Not, 

2% 

Fair. 

12     0     0 

8    0    0 

22    0 

0 

«. 

42     0     0 

24 

Y€«, 

\\ 

Good. 

6    0     0 

^ 

10    0 

0 

^ 

16     0     0 

25 

Not, 

Pro 

Tolerable. 

4     0    0 

^ 

17    0 

0 

« 

21     0     0 

25 

Yes, 

2S 

Good. 

6     0    0 

17    0 

0 

23     0     0 

18 

Not, 

2% 

Good. 
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IL — Appendix  to  thb  FOBKGonro : 

No.  1.  Statistics  of  Agricultural  SchooU. 

No.  1 .  Tabulated  StatiBtics  of  Agricnltoral  Schooli,     •  .178 

No.  2.  Reports  an  Model  Agricultural  Schools, 
No.  1.  Report  on  the  Albert  Agriculttiral  Trainiog  Institatioii»    162 

,,    2.  „  Olasneyin  Industrial  School,        .  .199 

„    3.  ,•  Bailieborough  Model  Agricultural  School,    209 

„    4.  „  Dunmanway,  „  ,    214 

„    6.  „  Athy,  „  .    223 

„    6.  M  Munater,  ,,  .    231 

,»    7.  „  Glandore  Central,  „  .    239 

„    8.  „  Farrahy,  „  .    243 

„    9.  „  Tervoe,  „  .    248 

„  10.  „  OormanBtown,.         **  „  .    261 

„  11.  ,f  Leitrim,  ••  .254 

„  12.  „  Ballymoney,  „  .    267 

„  13.  „  Mount  Trenduurd  Central,  „  .    259 

„  14.  „  Woodstock,  „  .    263 

„  15.  „  Lame,  „  .    267 

„  16.  ,»  Markethill,  „  .    272 

„  17.  „  Carrick,  „  .278 

„  18.  „  Loughash,  „  .    282 

„  19.  „  Sallybank,  „  .    288 

„  20.  „  Belvoir,  „  .    292 

„  21.  „  Rahan,  „  .    295 

„  22.  „  Dromiflken,  „  .299 

„  23.  „  Loughrea,  „  .    303 

„  24.  „  BallinakiU  Central,  „  .    306 

„  25.  „  Castlehacket,  „  .311 

„  26.  „  Gloungarragh,  „  .    315 

„  27.  „  Kyle  Park,  „  .    318 

„  28.  „  Cahersherkiny  „  .    822 

„  29.  „  Limerick,  „  .826 

No.  3.  Reports  on  Ordinary  Agricukufal  Schools. 
No.   1.  Report  on  the  Ball vcany  Ordinary  Agricultural  School,    332 

„    2.  „  Tanlokey,  „  .338 

„    3.  „  Lough  Ramor,  „  .    341 

„    4.  „  Balleighan,  „  .    344 

„    5.  M  Carradoan,  ,,  .    348 

„    6.  „  Crislagh,  „  .    361 

„    7.  „  Ballyougiy,  „  .    354 

„    8.  „  Bohill,  „  .    358 

„    9.  *,  Kednaminsha,  „  .    361 

„  10.  „  Drumnafem,  „  .    364 

„  11.  „  Kildinan,  „  .    368 

„  12.  „  Clonkeen,  „  .    372 

„  13:  „  Feakle,  „  .    376 

„  14.  „  Parteen,  „  .    379 

„  15.  „  KiUacoUa,  „  .    382 

„  16.  „  Garryhill,  „  .    385 

„  17.  M  Twomilehouie,  „  .    388 

„  18.  „  Ooning,  „  .    391 

„  19.  „  Piltoim,  „  .  '394 

„  20.  ,.  Batoath,  „  '  •    99$ 

„  21.  „  Kilskyre,  „  .    400 

„  22.  „  Clonmellonf  „  .    404 

„  23.  ;,  BalllnvaUy,  „  ,.    4Q7 

„  24.  „  Delgany,  „  -.411 

„  25.  .,  CapiMidiiir,  „  .    411 

„  26.  „  CornafuUa,  „  •    419 

;,  27.  „  €UanduffOr4iii4X7Agrieiilta«lS^OoIr      49i 

„  28.  „  KiUenagh,  ,,  .42^ 
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Ko.  3.  Reports  on  Ordinary  Agricubural  Schools^-coniinwtd.    I 


No.  29.  £ 

.     432 

,.  30. 

99 

Upper  Arigna, 

.     435 

„  31. 

99 

Bridgetown, 

.     438 

.,  32. 

)» 

Ball>'glo68, 

.     442 

»  33. 

ft 

Cloghan, 

.     445 

>*  34. 

>» 

Convoy, 

.     445 

>,  35. 

91 

Clonkoenkeryl, 

.     441) 

99  36. 

*» 

Laherdane, 

.     4o3 

.,  37. 

»t 

liismore, 

.     464 

,.  38. 

it 

JMullingar, 

.     455 

,.  39. 

»» 

Loughgljrnn  Scbool-gardens, 

.     458 

No.  4.  Repi 

wto  on  TFbr*Aoi«e  Agricultural  SckooU, 

Ko.  I.  Keporton 

the  Belfast  Workhouse  Agricultoral  School,      459 

,.    2. 

»» 

BaUycasUe, 

99 

.     461 

,•     3. 

»t 

Lame, 

)9 

.     464 

>.     4. 

>> 

Clones, 

99 

•     466 

M     6. 

»f 

Castlcblayney, 

99 

.     471 

„     6. 

»* 

Kilmallock. 

99 

.     473 

>.     7. 

9» 

Newcastle, 

99 

.     478 

>.     8. 

9» 

Monaghan, 

99 

.     461 

>.     9. 

f  » 

Clonmcl, 

99 

.     484 

„  10. 

»» 

Carrick-on-Suir, 

99 

.     487 

ff  12. 

99 

9> 

Tipperar^', 
Cashel, 

99 
99 

.     490 
.     493 

99     13. 

»} 

Nenngli, 

99 

.     496 

,.  14. 

99 

Enniscortbj, 

tf 

•     499 

9,  16. 

99 

Antrim, 

99 

.     504 

.,  16. 

99 

Athy, 

9« 

.     507 

99     17. 

99 

Bantry, 

99 

.     513 

»  13. 

U 

Itelrothery, 

99 

.     516 

»  Id. 

99 

Bandon, 

99 

.     517 

99    20. 

99 

Carrick-on  Shannon, 

99 

.     520 

M  21. 

99 

CarrickmacroBs, 

99 

.     521 

,9  22. 

99 

BeUnuUett, 

99 

.     522 

>•  23. 

99 

Castletown, 

99 

.     525 

99  24. 

99 

Coleraine, 

99 

.     629 

>,  26. 

99 

Corrofin, 

99 

.     531 

91  26. 

99 

Dungarran, 

99 

.     534 

„  27. 

99 

]>anmanwayf 

99 

.     538 

•>  26. 

99 

Ennis, 

99 

.     541 

•ff  29. 

99 

Granard, 

99 

•     544 

f>  30. 

99 

Kells, 

99 

.     547 

..  31. 

99 

Kilmacthomas, 

99 

.     550 

»  32. 

99 

MouutbelleWf 

99 

.     553 

,.  33. 

99 

Naas, 

99 

.     556 

t»  34. 

99 

Navaxi, 

99 

.    658 

M  35. 

99 

Newtownarda, 

99 

.     562 

9>  36. 

99 

Oldcastle, 

99 

.     562 

„  87. 

99 

Skibbereen, 

>9 

.     566 

ft  88. 

99 

Strabane, 

9* 

.     669 

>.  39. 

99 

Strokestown, 

99 

.     572 

M  40. 

99 

Swineford, 

99 

.     575 

M  41. 

99 

Thomastown* 

99 

.     578 

>»  42. 

99 

Tralee, 

99 

.     581 

»,  43. 

99 

Trim, 

99 

.     584 

»  44. 

99 

Tulla, 

99 

.     587 

..  45. 

99 

Tullamore, 

99 

.     590 

„  46. 

99 

Urlingford, 

91 

.     594 

»  47. 

99 

Westporfc, 

99 

.     598 

»  48. 

99 

Ballymoney 

99 

.     600 

III.— AHALT8S8  or  S0IL8 

OF  80MB  OF  THB  MoDEL  FaBMS,       . 

.  603 

IV.— CntouLAB  : 

FOBM8 

OF  Annual  Retubns  of  Statistics 

OF 

CBOPPllfQ 

OF  AOBIOULTUBAL  SoHOOLS,       . 

. 

.  604 

v.— PEOflPKOTUS 

OF  THE 

Model  Aobioultubal  Schools.    • 

.  608 

VL— DiRBOTIOHB 

FOB  Obtaininq  Aid  to  Obdivabt  AoBioin«uBiJ. 

Schools, 

• 

•                  • 

.  610 

VU.— PaoePBOTUfl 

OF     THB    AlBBBT     NaTIOVAL 

AGBICUL-fUBAL 

TBAxiriiro  IimrruTioK,        .       •        ^ 
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I. — Report  on  AcBicniiTURAL  Schools,  for  the  year  1854,  by  I.  Bepoiton 
Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  Lispector  of  National  Agricultural  Schools.      sSoSaf*^ 

Albert  National  Agricultural  Training  Institution,  

Glasnevin.  Dr.Kiripoirick. 

Gentlemen, — In  submitting  the  foUowing  as  my  Beport  on  the 
Agricultural  department  of  the  system  of  National  Education  in 
Ireland,  (for  the  year  1854)*  I  feel  great  pleasure  in  being  able  to 
state  that  there  has  been  a  steady  and  highly  gratifying  progress  in 
the  number  and  efficiency  6f  the  Agricultural  Schools,  since  the  date 
of  my  last  Report. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  Agricultural  National 
Schools  in  the  year  1852, 1853,  and  1854  :— 
Table  showing  the  Number  of  Agricultural  National  Schools 
in  the  Years  1852, 1853,  and  1854. 


Number  of  Agrieultana  Natioiua  Sohoola  in  Meh  Yetr. 

TsAB. 

tfoa«L 

Ordinftry. 

School 
Ovdou. 

Workhomi. 

Total. 

1852, 
1853, 
1854,        .         . 

27 

33 
35 

39  ' 

43 

47 

3 
3 
3 

23 
50 

70 

92 
129 
155 

From  the  foregoing  table  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  an 
increase  on  the  year  of  twouty-six  Agricultural  Schools. 

The  following  summary  exhibits  the  numbers  of  Agricultural 
Schools  in  each  county,  on  the  31st  December,  1854,  and  the  class 
to  which  they  belong : — 


AgrienltuBl  SehooliL 

ConntiM. 

IfodeL 

OrdlutfT. 

School 
Oftrdeiu. 

Work- 
boiiM. 

TotaL 

1 

2 
3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

Antrim,         • 
Armagh, 
Cavan,  . 
Donegal, 
Down,   . 

Londonderry, 
Monaghan,    . 
Tyrone, 

• 

8 

1 
2 
5 

• 

2 

1 
4 

6 

2 

2 
4 

1 

12 
2 
3 

7 
2 

1 
4 
7 
6 

Total  in  Ulster, 

11 

18 

15 

44 

10 
11 
12 
13 
1'4 
15 

Clare,    . 

Cork,    .       .        , 
Kerry,  . 
Limerick, 
Tipperary,     . 
Waterford,    . 

3 
3 
1 

3 
2 

• 
1 

i 

4 
8 
3 
2 
7 
3 

10 

14 

3 

6 

10 

5 

Total  in  Munstt 

»•     . 

14 

7 

• 

27 

48 

TOXhU* 
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Dr,Kir^pairick, 


Agrifloltonl  Sohoob. 

CounttM. 

Modal. 

Ordiurj. 

School 
Oardent. 

Work- 
house. 

TolU. 

16 

Carlow, 

1 

1 

17 

Dublin, 

, 

2 

3 

6 

18 

Kildare, 

2 

2 

5 

19 

Kilkenny, 

3 

2 

7 

20 

King's,.        . 

. 

3 

21 

Louth,  . 

. 

1 

22 

Longfordf 

• 

1 

23 

Meath,  . 

3 

8 

24 

Queen's, 

• 

I 

25 

Westmeath, 

3 

3 

26 

Wexford, 

• 

2 

27 

Wicklow, 

1 

1 

Total  in  Leinster,     . 
Galway, 

6 

13 

2 

38 

28 

3 

2 

J 

9 

29 

Leitrim, 

• 

,       , 

, 

, 

2 

30 

Mayo,    . 

, 

•       • 

2 

, 

7 

31 

Roscommon, 

, 

,        , 

3 

1 

5 

32 

Sligo,     . 

• 

• 

2 

■ 

2 

Total  in  Connaugbt, 

9 

1 

25 

Grai 

id  To 

tal,    . 

35 

47 

3 
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Tabular  Returns  of  the  Model  National  Agricultural  Schools,  in 
conuexion  with  the  Board,  on  the  31st  December,  1854  :— 

I. — Model  AoRicuLTtJBAii  National  Schools  under  the  excla- 
siye  management  of  the  Commissioners. 


County. 

In  fUl  operation. 

In  partial 
operation. 

Building. 

Antrim,     • 

■             •            •            • 

Ballymoney, 

Cavan, 

Bailieboro',  . 

, 

Donegal,   • 

.          •         •          • 

• 

Temple 

douglas. 

Monaghan, 

Bath,  . 

. 

Cork,         .        . 

Dunmanway, 

• 

>>                       •                • 

Glandorc,     • 

• 

»1                       • 

Farrahy, 

• 

•          •         .         • 

Munster, 

Limerick,  . 

Tervoe, 

, 

i>            •        • 

Mt.  Treijichard,     . 

. 

«           •        • 

•          •          •         . 

Limerick,    . 

Tipperary, 

Kyle  Park,  . 

• 

»>            •        • 

Derrycastle, . 

• 

Gormanstown, 

. 

Dublin,      . 

Albert  (Glasnevin), 

. 

Kildare,     . 

Athy,  . 

. 

Kilkenny,  • 

Woodstock,  . 

• 

11            •        " 

•         •         •         • 

• 

Kilkenny. 

Leitrim,    • 

Leitrim, 

• 

• 

Total.  14. 

Total,  3. 

Total,  2. 
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n. — Model  Agbicultubal  Nationaii  Schools  under  the  manage-   Ahpiwmx  I. 
ment  of  Local  Patrons.  j^  Report  on 

Affricaltval 
SdiooU. 

Dr,Kirkpcstriek, 


Counties. 

In  fall  operation. 

In  partial 
opontion. 

Building. 

Antrim,     • 

1 

Lame, 

. 

Armagh,    • 

Markethill,  . 

, 

Donegal,    . 

•          •          •          • 

Dunlewcy. 

Fermanagh, 

Carrick, 

Monaghan, 

Drumhilla,   . 

Jet  :  : 

Loughash,     . 

Sallybank,    . 

n1                 •            • 

Belvoir, 

1»                 •            • 

Cahcrsherkin,         . 

Waterford, 

Gloungarragh, 

King's, 

Rahan, 

Louth, 

Dromiskin,  . 

Galway,     . 

Loughrea,     . 

')^               •           • 

BaUinakill,    . 

IT                      • 

CasUehacket, 

Total,  14. 

Total,  L 

Albert  National  Agricultural  Training  Institution* — As  the 
Albert  Institution,  to  use  the  words  of  Lord  Monteagle,  is  the  ^^fons 
et  origo^  of  the  system,  and  as  it  has  engrossed  much  of  my  attention 
during  the  past  year,  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  bring  it  promi- 
nently before  you  in  this  Report ;  and  I  think  I  cannot  more  satisfac- 
torily show  you  its  efficiency,  and  the  extent  to  which  its  working 
has  secured  public  confidence,  than  by  laying  before  you  a  few  extracts 
from  the  opinions  of  persons  distinguished  by  their  scientific  and 
practical  attainments,  and  who  have  minutely  examined  it  during  the 
past  year : —   . 

<*  Visited  the  Establishment  in  company  with  my  friends,  Mr.  Macdonnell 
and  Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  and  felt  the  most  nnqualified  delight  in  observing  in  its 
progress  and  present  state,  the  lull  realization  of  the  most  sanguine  hones  of 
those  who  are  interested  in  this  great  branch  of  Irish  education  connectea  with 
the  improvement  of  land.  Considering  the  system  as  a  whole,  ft-om  the  Albert 
Model  Farm  down  to  the  four  acre  lot  at  an  ordinary  National  School,  and 
through  the  intermediate  degrees  of  model  farms,  district  schools,  and  work- 
house training,  an  impulse  is  given,  which,  if  duly  followed  up  by  the  owners 
of  land  in  Ireland,  and  the  intelligence  of  the  £&rming  classes,  is  likely  to  pro- 
duce incalculable  improvement  in  the  country.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the 
order,  regularity,  cleanliness,  and  good  habits  observed,  all  contribute  to  improve 
the  moral  and  social  habits  of  our  people,  and  remove  apathy  to  the  improved 
culture  of  the  soil. 

**  MONTEAQLE.*' 


**  I  have  derived  much  pleasure  and  instruction  from  all  that  I  have  seen  at 
this  Institution ;  and  I  regret  tliat  time  does  not  permit  me  to  examine  more 
particularly  the  general  arrangements  and  machinery  of  the  establishment.  I 
was  pleased  to  see  that  every  thing  is  done  to  promote  the  proper  comforts  of  the 
pupils,  and  to  give  them  useful  habits  in  after  life. 

'*  William  Shabman  Cbawfobb."    . 


« I  had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  an  examination  on  various  subjects  in  the 
science  of  Agriculture,  and  was  much  gratified  by  the  intelligence  displayed  in 
the  answers  of  the  pupils,  and  with  the  clearness  of  exposition  on  the  part  of 
the  teachers. 

Lyom  Flattair  (London)." 
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Appkndix  I.        <'  I  have  not  been  so  much  gratified  by  any  exhibition  which  I  have  Tiaited  in 

Irehind,  as  by  that  which  has  come  under  my  notice  at  the  Albert  Institution 

I.  Report  on       this  day.    The  lessons  are  all  of  a  most  practical  kind,  and  delivered  so  as  that 
Anicaltaral     ^  tjjg  i^^st  expansive  mind  may  take  them  in.    It  seems  to  me  that  we  must  look 
Schoolg.             ^gpQ  £qp  the  main  source  of  the  regeneration  of  this  country. 
DrM^i^aMch.  ••Q.B.G«lo.- 


<'I  have  derived  much  pleasure  from  the  inspection  of  the  Buildings  and 
Farm  at  Glasnevin,  and  of  the  admirable  arrangements  for  the  instruction  of  so 
large  a  body  of  promising  young  men,  destined  to  diffuse  through  Ireland  that 
scientific  and  practical  knowledge  of  agriculture,  which  is  so  necessary  to  the 
advancement  of  the  social  and  economical  position  of  our  rural  population,  stUl 
unfortunately,  even  in  this  enlightened  age,  enthralled  by  ignorance,  and  by 
obstinacy  or  indifference,  of  which  ignorance  is  the  parent. 

**  The  testing  of  the  value  of  the  several  breeds  of  cattle,  and  of  the  effects  of 
the  several  articles  of  cattle  food,  and  the  accurate  record  of  the  results,  must 
be  eminently  instructive  and  useful. 

«  Experiments,  even  when  carried  to  the  highest  point  of  high  farming,  though 
in  advance  of  our  present  position,  and  perhaps  not  applicable  to  the  great  body 
of  Irish  farmers,  must  be  productive  of  information,  and  may  prove  useful  to 
the  highest  class  in  the  present  generation,  and  lay  the  foundation  of  more 
extended  practical  application  hereafter.  In  this  branch  of  operations  I  would 
include  the  distribution  of  liquid  manure  by  engme-power,  through  pipes, 
which  I  apprehend  is  at  present  only  applicable  to  exceptional  cases,  such  as 
Glasnevin.  with  its  large  extra  supply  of  liquid  from  the  lavatory,  water  closets, 
&c.,  which  it  might  be  impossible  to  absorb.  I  found  it  necessary  on  my  own 
farm  for  the  preservation  of  such  matter,  to  construct  a  liquid  manure  timk. 
Nevertheless,  I  adhere  to  the  opinion,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  separate  the  solid 
and  liquid  excrements  of  cattle,  the  union  of  which  is  necessary  to  constitute  a 
perfect  manure. 

**  John  Andrews.*' 


**I  have  examined  the  Buildings,  Machinery,  Implements,  mode  and  means 
of  instruction,  and  domestic  arrangements  of  the  Model  Farm  at  Glasnevin,  and 
have  been  deeply  impressed  with  the  national  benefits  which  may  result  from 
such  an  excellent  Institution  so  admirably  conducted. 

<'  Daniel  Blaiu,  m.d., 
'*  Surgeon-General  of  British  Guiana." 


"  I  have  this  dav  visited  this  Establishment,  and  quite  concur  in  the  opinions 
expressed  by  previous  visitors,  as  to  the  admirable  manner  in  which  every  thing 
is  conductea,  and  the  great  advantage  the  pupils  must  derive  from  the  superior 
means  of  instruction  placed  at  their  disposal. 

"  EiNNAIBD." 


**  We  have  this  day  visited  this  Establishment,  and  it  gives  us  very  great 
pleasure  in  stating  our  entire  satisfaction  at  the  manner  in  which  eveiy  thing  is 
conducted  on  the  Modd  Farm,  as  also  the  extreme  cleanliness,  and  evident 
comfort  of  the  apartments,  and  the  attention  paid  to  the  pupils. 

*'  We  have  visited  similar  Institutions  on  the  Continent,  and  we  can  truly 
testifjT  to  the  great  superiority,  in  every  respect,  of  the  Glamevin  Model  Farm. 

•  *  James  O'Haba  (Florence). 
<*  AcHiLLi  Baldini  (Florence).*' 

'  '*  Inspected  the  Buildings  and  general  internal  arrangements,  and  am  bighlv 
pleased  with  the  principle  on  which  the  whole  are  constructed  and  employed. 
I  consider  a  more  scientific  and  correct  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  Farming 
can  be  obtained  here,  than  elsewhere  in  the  three  kingdoms;  and  if  a  correct 
practice  is  combined  with  this  teaching,  the  pupils  must  obtain  a  first-class 
knowledge  of  the  business  of  their  lives. 

««  Thomas  Scott, 
.  **  5,  Charing  Cross,  London." 

«<  We  have  visited  the  Model  Farm,  and  have  found  every  thing  to  exceed 
onr  expectations  in  each  department,  and  have  been  greatly  pleased  with  the 
attention  shown  to  us. 

**  Arthur  Nugent. 

**  Colonel  Close. 

*'  Major  Hall. 

*<  Wiluax  Brownlow,  d.l.  &  #.p." 
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••We  have  been  much  pleased  with  what  we  have  seen  at  Ghunevin,  and   Appendix  I. 
gratifled  by  the  kind  attention  of  Dr.  Kirkpatrick.  — — 

"  Alfred  Hesketh,  LriSteS* 

'*Northleach,  Gloucestershire.  sSools. 

**  C.  R.  MooRBOH,  jun.,  

«Trin.  Col.  Cambridge,  and  Highfleld,  Birmingham."  Dr,Kirkp9Mk. 

In  my  last  Report  I  was  enabled  to  state  that  the  Commissioners 
bad  increased  the  educational  staff  of  the  Albert  Institution,  and  it 
now  becomes  my  duty  to  report  upon  the  new  elements  thus  infused 
into  the  education  afforded  to  the  pupils.  IVJr.  Moore,  Superintendent 
of  the  Royal  Dublin  Society's  Botanic  Gardens,  has  completed  his 
fourth  sessional  course  of  lectures  on  botany  and  vegetable  physi- 
ology, in  their  application  to  practical  husbandry.  Whilst  Mr. 
Moore  explains  the  structure  and  functions  of  every  organ  of  the 
plant,  and  traces  its  development  from  the  sprouting  of  the  seed  to 
the  ripening  of  the  firuit,  he  also  takes  every  possible  occasion  to  point 
out  the  practical  bearings  of  the  theoretical  principles  which  he  expounds. 
He  enters  pretty  fully  into  the  natural  system  of  classifying  plants, 
and  gives  an  extensive  history  of  those  natural  orders  which  most 
concern  the  farmer,  as  the  Graminaces  and  Cruciferae.  Mr.  Moore 
also  treats  very  fully  on  vegetable  pathology,  and  particularly  of  the 
various  diseases  which  affect  the  crops  of  the  farm.  From  this  it  will 
be  seen  that  Mr.  Moore  combines  theory  with  practice, — expounding 
those  principles  of  botanical  science,  which  have  an  important  bearing 
on  agriculture  and  horticulture. 

Before  dismissing  the  subject  of  Mr.  Moore's  very  valuable  instruc- 
tions, I  must  allude  to  an  interesting  feature  in  them,  namely,  botanical 
excursions.  Of  these,  there  have  already  been  four,  one  of  which  I 
attended,  and  of  which  an  interesting  account  is  given  in  the  sixth 
number  of  the  ^'  Journal  of  the  Albert  National  Agricultural  Train" 
ing  Institution."  The  great  importance  of  such  excursions  to  the 
botanical  student  is  generally  acbnitted,  but  the  principal  object  Mr. 
Moore  had  in  view  was  to  make  the  pupils  practically  acquainted 
witb  the  herbage  of  our  pasture  lands,  and  with  &e  important  relations 
which  subsist  between  this  herbage,  and  the  qualities  and  capabilities 
of  the  soil. 

Professor  Hodges,  of  the  Queen's  College,  Belfast,  has  delivered 
two  courses  on  animal  physiology  and  patbology,  in  their  relation  to 
the  treatment  of  the  animals  of  the  farm,  in  health  and  disease.  The 
main  feature  in  the  lectures  of  this  gentleman,  as  in  those  of  Mr. 
Moore,  is  the  combination  of  science  and  practice.  Professor  Hodges' 
extensive  knowledge  of  several  sciences,  as  well  as  his  well  known 
acquirements  as  a  professor  of  agriculture,  peculiarly  qualify  him  for 
rendering  essential  service  to  agriculture,  by  his  instructions  to  the 
pupils  of  this  Institution.  I  have  witnessed  with  great  pleasure  the 
zeal  with  which  the  pupils  attended  to  Dr.  Hodges'  lectures,  and  I  feel 
satisfied  that  they  acquired  much  valuable  information.  I  was  told 
that  lectures  on  veterinary  medicine  would  be  foreign  to  the  objects 
of  the  Albert  Institution,  but  I  entertained  the  opinion*— which  is 
confirmed  by  experience — ^that  (to  use  the  words  of  the  editor  of  the 
**  Veterinarian")  ^'  the  science  of  agriculture,  and  especially  in  all 
which  relates  to  the  breeding  and  rearing  of  &rm  animals,  is  so  inti- 
mately united  with  the  practice  of  veterinary  medicine,  that  their 
disjunction  would  materially  injure  our  nationsJ  prosperity." 

Like  the  two  gentlemen  to  whose  courses  of  lectures  I  have  just 
alluded — ^Itefessor  W.  K.  Sullivan's  high  reputation  is  the  best  gua- 
rantee I  ean  ^ve  of  the  cbaracter  of  the  lectures  which  he  has 
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Appendix  I.     delivered  on  chemistry  and  geology^  in  their  application  to  agricul- 

I.  Report  on      *"^'      1^®  importance  of  lectures  on  these  subjects  has  been  so  long 

Agricaltonl       and  SO  universallj  admitted,  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  make 

ScLoolg.  many  observations  on  the  labours  of  this  gentleman ;  I  may,  however, 

J)r,Kitimatrick.  ®***®  *^^  "^  common  with  his  coUeagues,  he  has  brought  such  an 

'  amount  of  zeal  and  talent  to  his  task,  as  justifies  me  in  stating,  that 

•  his  lectiires  have  fully  realized  my  expectations.    He  clearly  elucidated 

the  principles  of  the  sciences,  and  explained  their  application  to 

practice ;  and  he  took  every  opportunity  of  riveting  the  attention  of 

the  pupils  on  the  means  whereby  they  could  be  made  to  promote 

agricultural  improvement.    I  attended  Professor  Hodges'  lectures,  and 

those  also  of  Messrs.  Sullivan  and  Moore,  and  I  have  much  pleasure 

in  stating,  that  they  have  confirmed  the  views  I  entertained  when  I 

suggested  their  adoption  by  the  Commissioners. 

Having  made  these  general  remarks  on  the  nature  of  the  instruction 
afforded  by  the  additional  lectures  at  the  Albert  Institution,  I  would 
now  beg  to  make  a  few  observations  on  the  objects  of  these  lectures, 
and  I  do  so  under  the  conviction  that  many  persons-— even  some  of 
those  who  are  the  friends  and  supporters  of  agricultural  education 
— seem  to  entertain  erroneous  views  on  this  point.  When  I  suggested 
to  the  Commissioners  of  National  Education  the  appointment  of 
lecturers  on  the  sciences  above  alluded  to,  I  did  not  intend  that  the 
pupils  should  be  made  so  learned  as  to  cause  them  to  forget  nor  over- 
look their  real  mission :  I  was  desirous  that  they  should  receive  a 
comprehensive  and  suitable  education ;  but  in  doing  so,  I  took  care  to 
insure  that  sound  training  in  evei^y  practical  operation  should  receive 
primary  attention.  Any  one  who  reads  the  printed  prospectus  will 
see,  that  whilst  the  pupils  receive  as  much  theoretical  or  scientific 
instruction  as  will  tend  to  make  them  skilful  farmers,  they  are  called 
upon  to  perform  every  description  of  farm  work — from  the  most  simple 
to  the  most  complicated— thus  combining  ^^practice  with  science!* 
Lectures  are  delivered  on  botany  and  vegetable  physiology,  in  order 
that  the  pupils  may  comprehend  the  phenomena  of  vegetable  life,  and 
be  thus  enabled  to  direct  their  practical  operations  in  such  a  manner 
as  will  tend  to  the  healthy  growth  and  full  development  of  the  plants 
they  cultivate.  Instruction  is  given  on  the  laws  which  govern  the 
animal  kingdom,  in  order  that  a  knowledge  of  those  laws  may  be  made 
use  of  in  preventing  disease  among  the  domesticated  animals,  and  in 
their  proper  management  both  in  health  and  disease.  Their  instruc- 
tion in  chemistry  and  geology  directs  them  how  best  to  improve  and 
cultivate  the  soil,  and  apply  suitable  manures,  all  of  which  must 
eminently  tend  to  the  production  of  the  largest  amount  of  food  for 
man  and  beast  in  the  most  economical  manner. 

Whilst  every  endeavour  is  made  to  ensure  such  a  course  of  training 
of  the  pupils  as  will  make  them  sound  practical  agriculturists,  it  is  at 
the  same  time  desired  to  make  them  intelligent  men.  I  have  much 
pleasure  in  directing  attention  to  the  following  extract  from  the  Eev. 
H.  Moseley's  report  on  male  training  schools : — 

"The  trade  school  would  well  fill  this  vacant  place.  The  trades  and  manu- 
factures of  the  country  would  gain  greatly;  and  the  character  of  the  operative, 
tradesman,  and  skilled  workman  would  be  greatly  elevated,  if  each  entered 
upon  his  trade  having  first  made  in  such  a  school  the  study  of  that  which  belongs 
to  the  science  of  his  trade.  I  am  far  from  alleging  that  a  knowledge  of  certain 
sciences  is  necessary  for  carrying  on  trades.  But  I  do  allege  that  many  trades,  if 
carried  on  in  ignorance  of  certain  branches  of  science,  are  carried  on  in  ignorance 
of  the  principles  on  which  they  rest;  and  that  whoever  so  carries  them  on  misses 
that  opportunity  for  the  improvement  of  his  mind  which  is  supplied  by  the  daily 
habit  ox  reasoning  on  and  understanding  what  be  is  about;  that  he  iiuls  of  one 
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of  th0  highest  pleasures  of  which  the  human  mmd  is  capable->/Aa<  of  thus    Appendix  I. 
reasoning  and  understanding  ;  and  that  he  is  wanting  in  that  which  is  a  legitimate  — '— 

source  of  moral  dignity  and  self-respect.      I  allege  farther,  that,  taken  coUec-  I*  ^port  on 
tively,  such  trades  cannot  but  suffer,  in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  from  an  Agricultural 
ignorance,  an  thd  part  of  those  M'ho  carry  them  on,  of  the  principles  on  which  Schools. 
they  depend ; — it  being  impossible  but  that  new  and  improved  processes  of  j^  jtIILhj^i, 
art  and  manufacture  and  expedients  of  construction  should  result  from  such  •'^''•«'«'"^P«"w« 
knowledge/* 

The  profession  of  the  Yetermanan  is,  I  am  happy  to  observe^ 
rapidly  gaining  that  respectable  position  which  its  importance  de- 
mands. There  are  several  veterinary  schools  and  colleges  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  some  of  our  agricultural  societies  have  their 
consulting  veterinary  practitioners — ^I  may  instance  the  useful  labours 
of  Professor  Simmonds,  in  connexion  with  the  Royal  Agricultural 
Society  of  England.  On  the  Continent  of  Europe,  where  agricultural 
education  has  long  received  the  liberal  support  of  the  state,  there  are 
several  flourishing  veterinary  schools.  When  on  a  visit  to  the  French 
metropolis,  no  one  of  the  many  objects  of  attraction  which  I  minutely 
examined,  afforded  me  greater  satisfaction  than  the  Alfort  Veterinary 
School — an  Institution  which  is  admirably  arranged — ^adequately 
equipped,  and  conducted  by  gentlemen  of  the  highest  professional 
reputation  in  France. 

It  is  not  contemplated  to  make  veterinary  practitioners  of  the  pupils 
at  the  Albert  Institution;  the  great  object  of  the  course  of  instruction 
which  is  imparted  is  fully  set  forth  in  the  foUowing  extract  from  an 
introductory  lecture  *  delivered  by  Professor  Hodges : — 

'*  The  incuication  of  scientific  principles  to  guide  you  in  the  business  of  your 
profession,  and  to  enable  you  to  overcome  the  idle  prejudices  and  absurd  notions 
which  in  no  department  of  the  farmer's  occupation  are  more  frequently  found 
to  prevail  than  in  the  treatment  of  the  animals  of  the  farm,  will  form  an  im- 
portant part  of  my  duties.  Sound  principles  are  as  essential,  and  no  less  useAil, 
to  the  young  farmer  than  to  the  members  of  other  professions ;  and  in  proportion 
as  these  are  hnpressed  upon  your  minds,  will  be  the  success  of  your  exertions  in 
your  future  career,  and  the  credit — and  this  to  a  grateful  disposition  should  not 
be  without  its  influence — ^which  this  establishment,  so  folly  supplied  by  a  wise 
goyemment  with  every  means  of  afibrding  instruction,  will  derive  from  your 
education.  When  the  time  arrives  that  you  are  to  take  your  departure  from 
this  building,  you  will  be  supposed  b^  the  public  to  carry  with  you  an  amount 
of  knowledge  which  will  enable  you,  m  the  districts  in  which  you  may  be  placed, 
to  direct  those  who  may  not  have  enjoyed  opportunities  of  obtaining  professional 
information.  You  must  expect  to  be  frequently  encountered  by  igporant  oppo* 
sition ;  but  if,  by  your  practice,  you  can  show  that  you  are  fiilly  instructed  in 
the  details  of  your  business,  and  especially  if  you  can  detect  the  existence  of 
disease,  and  skilfolly  apply  the  appropriate  remedies,  you  will  soon  disarmyour 
opponents,  and  secure  the  confidence  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  Your 
Imowledge  wiU  obtain  for  you  a  respectable  position  in  socie^,  and  you  wiU  be 
enabled  to  stimulate  the  farmers  around  you  to  adopt  improved  modes  of  manage- 
ment,  and  thus,  in  the  most  efiectual  manner,  give  a  worthy  return  to  your 
countrv  for  the  means  which  it  has  here  provided  for  your  education. 

«I  hope,  that  whilst  I  shall  labour  to  direct  mv  instructions  to  the  practical 
purposes  for  which  these  studies  are  mainly  intended  to  prepare  you,  I  may  also 
succeed  in  leading  your  minds  to  those  views  of  creation  which  will  enable  you 
to  recognise,  in  the  structure  of  the  animals  of  the  farm,  the  expression  of  the 
design  of  an  infinite  all- wise  Author,  and  thus  contribute  to  render  our  investi^ 
gations  what  such  studies  were  described  to  be  by  the  Boman  philosopher,—^ 
*  a  hymn  in  honour  of  the  Deity/  " 

I  confidently  hope  that  no  one  who  carefully  and  dispassionately 
considers  the  foregoing  statement,  and  who  takes  the  trouble  of 
inquiring  into  the  working  of  the  Albert  Institution,  will  conclude 
that  too  much  attention  is  paid  to  theory,  and  that  practice  is 
neglected. 

•  Vide  '<  Journal  of  the  Albert  National  Agricultural  Training  Institution,'' 
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AFPBiDa  I.  This  leads  me  to  notice  another  feature  in  the  establishment,  which, 
I  Rmmt^mi  ^  regret  to  find,  has  given  rise  to  erroneous  notions — I  allude  to  the 
ArricaltQ»l  erection  of  a  conservatory  and  vinery.  Since  the  first  establishment 
SAoola.  of  the  Institution,  a  large  kitchen-garden  has  been  cultivated  by  the 

Dr  K^lbMOfiek  P^P^^>  ^^  their  regular  turn,  under  the  superintendence  and  direction 
trupame  .  ^^  ^^  experienced  practical  gardener,  and  I  fed  perfectly  satisfied 
that  the  extension  of  horticultural  instruction,  which  has  been  decided 
upon  by  the  Commissioners,  is,  on  many  grounds,  highly  desirable, 
and  indeed  necessary.  Every  day's  experience  shows  clearly  that 
those  persons  who  are  competent  to  discharge  the  combined  duties  of 
land  stewards  and  gardeners  will  be  most  likely  to  obtain  appointments. 
There  have  been  numerous  applications  for  persons  possessing  those 
qualifications,  and  it  is  therefore  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  be 
enabled  to  meet  this  growing  demand.  It  is  said  that  too  much  is 
attempted;  but  I  would  submit  that  the  Commissioners  are  only 
laudably  endeavouring  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  public,  and  at  the 
same  time  raising  the  condition  of  intelligent,  properly  educated,  and 
deserving  young  men.  It  is  quite  true  that  no  young  man  can  in  the 
course  of  two  years  become  a  good  gardener ;  and  it  is  no  less  true 
that  many  private  establishments  present  a  wider  field  for  instruction 
than  that  of  the  Board  does.  But  whilst  it  is  equally  clear  that  no 
person  can  become  a  thoroughly  qualified  agriculturist  in  the  space  of 
two  years'  training,  yet  it  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that  nearly  all 
of  the  pupils  have  been  accustomed  from  infancy  to  farming  operations, 
and  have  undergone  a  preparatory  training  in  some  of  the  National 
Agricultural  Schools.  In  like  manner,  the  young  men  who  are  likely 
to  be  recommended  to  fill  the  situations  of  steward  and  gardeners,  will  be 
those  who  have  had  the  advantage  of  some  practical  training  in  some 
private  establishment  previous  to  their  becoming  pupils  at  the  Albert 
Institution.  It  will  be  the  object  of  this  establishment  to  give,  as  it 
were,  a  finish  to  their  training — ^to  impart  a  sound  English  education, 
to  teach  them  the  principles  of  their  profession,  and  to  instruct  them 
in  the  mode  of  keeping  a  careful  and  accurate  record  of  their  proceedings. 
There  are  generally  at  this  establishment  several  young  men  who, 
previous  to  their  entrance,  have  been  engaged  for  some  time  in  garden- 
ing pursuits ;  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  a  larger  number  of  such 
persons  should  be  admitted,  as  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  with  the 
knowledge  which  they  possess  at  their  entrance,  combined  with  the 
valuable  and  comprehensive  course  of  education  afibrded  at  the  Insti- 
tution, and  the  equally  useful  practical  training  they  undergo,  no  class 
of  persons  would  be  more  likely  to  spread  throughout  this  country 
improved  &rm  and  garden  management. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  remark  that  the  great  majority  of  the  agricul- 
tural pupils  at  the  Albert  Institution  are  the  sons  of  small  farmers  of 
thiji  country,  and  that  many  of  them  will  return  to  their  homes,  to 
employ  the  knowledge  gained  by  them  at  Glasnevin,  in  the  culture  and 
management  of  their  parents'  snudl  holdings ;  it  is  therefore  of  paramount 
importance  that  their  training  should,  as  fiur  as  practicable,  have  a 
special  bearing  upon  their  future  destination  in  life.  With  this  view 
it  has  been  proposed  to  have  a  small-sized  farm  cultivated,  stodked, 
and  managed,  as  a  model  for  their  instruction  and  benefit,  and  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  a  portion  of  the  Albert  Farm,  containing  about  twenty 
statute  acres,  is  now  allocated  for  this  desirable  purpose.  The  land 
set  apart  for  this  object  immediately  adjoins  the  old  &rm  offices,  which 
were  erected  when  the  Glasnevin  farm  was  at  first  established,  and 
which|  with  their  fixtures,  are  admirably  suited  for  the  purpose^  Mrith* 
out  requiring  any  additional  expenditure. 
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This  arrangement,  when  completed,  which  it  will  immediately  be,   Appsndix  I. 
-will  form  two  distinct  farms  in  connexion  with  the  Albert  Institution ;  j  r^"^ 
first,  a  small  farm  of  twenty  acres,  managed  so  as  to  supply  an  example  Agricvatuna 
to  those  young  men  destined  to  be  the  holders  and  cultivators  of  farms  Schools. 
of  a  sinular  area— and  secondly,  the  primary  and  larger  ferm  of  160  ^  K^^oatHA 
acres,  on  which  every  description  of  farming,  with  the  appliances  of     *  *  ^jw«"^- 
the  most  improved  farm  machinery,  will  be  illustrated,  so  as  to  qualify 
a  class  of  the  pupils  for  acting  in  Uie  capacity  of  land  stewards,  or  as 
farmers  on-  a  large  scale.    On  the  former  such  appliances  only  as  would 
be  within  the  reach  of  farmers  holding  about  the  same  extent  of  land 
will  be  had  recourse  to^-the  implements  and  machinery  will  be  of  a 
suitable  description,  and  the  pecuniary  transactions  of  this  as  of  the 
large  farm  will  be  recorded  with  the  utmost  accuracy,  and  annual 
balance  sheets  submitted  to  the  Commissioners  and  the  public. 

I  anticipate  that  some  persons  may  say  that  the  Model  Agricultural 
Schools  established  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  having  farms 
of  a  similar  size  attached  to  them,  should  render  the  establishment  of 
a  separate  one  at  Glasnevin  unnecessary :  but  to  this  I  would  reply, 
that  many  opportunities  are  afforded  to  young  men  at  Glasnevin  for 
perfecting  their  professional  education,  which  are  not,  and  indeed  could 
not  be  available  at  the  other  schools.  In  the  first  place,  they  have  the 
privilege  of  attending  a  series  of  four  courses  of  lectures  by  gentlemen 
of  very  high  professional  standing ;  and  secondly,  they  have  the  advan- 
tage of  taking  part  in  the  working  not  only  of  the  small  but  also  of  the 
large  model  farm,  so  that  if  by  skill  and  industry,  they  should  in  after 
life  raise  themselves  to  the  rank  of  large  farmers,  they  will  be  acquainted 
with  their  duties  in  that  extended  sphere. 

It  has  been  often  remarked,  that  while  the  young  men  trained  at 
Glasnevin  are  made  well  acquainted  with  the  most  approved  modes  of 
cultivation,  they  have  had  but  limited  experience  in  that  important 
department  of  a  farmer^s  occupation — ^the  sale  and  purchase  of  live 
stock.  To  supply  this  defect,  in  the  system  of  training  pursued  at  the 
Albert  Institution,  arrangements  are  in  progress  whereby  the  pupils 
will  in  future  be  enabled  to  attend  weekly^  in  rotation,  the  Dublin 
market,  under  the  direction  of  a  respectable  salesman.  I  need  scarcely 
remark,  that  the  metropolitan  market  affords. an  excellent  opportunity 
for  gaining  a  knowledge  of  the  transactions  attendant  upon  the  buying 
and  selling  of  every  description  of  live  stock,  as  well  as  for  studying 
the  characteristics,  and  good  and  bad  points  of  a  large  number  of 
animals  of  every  class. 

In  accordance  with  the  arrangements  to  which  I  have  just  referred, 
it  is  intended  that  a  certain  number  of  the  pupils  shall,  in  their  turn, 
go  to  Smithfield  market  every  Thursday,  accompanied  either  by  the 
agriculturist  or  one  of  the  monitors,  to  receive  practical  lessons  in 
marketing  firom  a  skilftd  salesman.  They  will  thus  see  reduced  to 
actual  practice  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  lectures  delivered  at  the 
Institution,  and  by  the  authors  whose  works  they  may  have  studied. 

This  arrangement,  together  with  the  experience  derived  from  the 
care  and  management  of  the  different  breeds  of  cattle,  sheep,  and 
swine,  which  wSl  be  kept  on  the  Model  Farm,  will  be  well  calculated 
to  afford  extensive  and  valuable  practical  knowledge  to  pupils  desirous 
of  acquiring  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  this  very  important  branch 
of  their  profession. 

Workhouse  Agricultural  National  Schools* — The  number  of  this 
class  of  schools  taken  into  connexion  during  the  year  is  considerable, 
and  there  are  still  some  applicant  cases  whi<&  have  not  yet  been  visited 
and  reported  upon. 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  Workhoufle  AgricnltoBl 
Schools  in  the  years  1853  and  1854 : — 


Covntj. 


No.  !■ 

operation 

on  31st 

December, 

1853. 


6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 


12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 


20 
21 
22 
23 


Antrim,      • 

Down, 

LondondeiTj, 

Monaghan, 

Tyrone, 


Total  in  Ulster, 


2 
3 


13 


No.  In 

operation 

on  8l«t 

Deoember, 

1854. 


15 


Clare, 

Cork, 

Kerry, 

Limerick, 

Tipperary, 

Waf    '    ' 


aterford. 

Total  in  Monster,  • 


Dublin, 
Eildare,    . 
Kilkenny, . 
King's, 
Longford,  . 
Meath, 
Queen's,    , 
Wexford,  . 


21 


Total  in  Leinster,  . 


Galway,    • 
Leitrim,     • 
Mayo, 
Roscommon, 


4 

8 
3 


3 
3 


27 


10 


17 


4 
1 
5 
1 


I 
5 


2 

1 
2 


Total  in  Connaught, 
Grand  Total, 


50 


11 


70 


22 


In  my  last  Report  I  pointed  out  several  obstacles  to  the  efficient 
working  of  this  class  of  Agricultural  Schools.  I  stated  that  one  of  the 
greatest  obstacles  was  the  circumstance  of  the  industrial  training  of  the 
boys  being,  in  many  instances,  intrusted  to  persons  quite  incompetent 
for  the  important  task.  The  influence  which  the  proper  industrial 
training  of  the  young  inmates  of  our  workhouses  may  exert  on  the 
future  welfare  of  this  country  is  of  vital  moment.  I  hold  that  the 
employment  of  an  efficient  class  of  teachers  in  the  Workhouse  Schools, 
demands  the  serious  attention  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  and 
Boards  of  Guardians.  I  know  no  class  of  men  who  require  more  pecu- 
liar traits  of  character  and  special  qualifications  than  the  agriculturists 
or  teachers  who  undertake  the  management  of  a  Workhouae  farm, 
and  the  teaching  and  training  of  the  boys  in  agricultural  pursuits.  It 
appears  to  me  to  be  very  false  economy  on  the  part  of  the  Guardians 
to  intrust  those  important  duties  to  old,  infinu,  and  incompetent  persons. 
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In  making  these  remarks,  I  feel  called  upon  to  testify  to  tlie  anxious   AfpkndixL 
desire  evinced  by  the  Poor  Law  Commifisioners  for  the  carrying  out  of  j  R^^rt  oa 
an  efficient  system  of  industrial  training  in  the  several  Workhouses,  Agricultonl 
and  to  their  valuable  services  in  promoting  the  cause  of  agricultural  Schools. 
education  in  Ireland;   but  unfortunately  the  Boards  of  Guardians,  in  Or.Kiripatriek, 
many  instances,  do  not  offer  sufficient  remuneration  to  induce  competent 
persons  to  undertake  the  important,  but  laborious  duties  of  agricultural 
teachers. 

A  large  number  of  the  Workhouse  Schools,  in  connexion  with  the 
Board  of  National  Education,  have  already  an  agricultural  department 
annexed  to  them,  and  I  hope  there  will  soon  be  a  large  increase  to  the 
number,  for,  to  use  the  words  of  one  of  the  Board's  able  Head  Inspec- 
tors— Mr.  Kavanagh — "In  no  branch  connected  with  elementary 
education  can  intelligence  be  better  developed,  than  in  the  variety  of 
interesting  though  common  things  relating  to  farming."  * 

In  my  recent  examination  before  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Lords,  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  practical  working  of  the  system 
of  National  Education  in  Ireland,  the  subject  of  the  industrial  training  of 
pauper  boys  was  fully  inquired  into,  and  I  now  beg  to  submit  the  foUowing 
extract  from  my  evidence,  which  I  think  will  be  read  with  interest  :-— 

"  9654.  Lord  Monteaole  of  Brandon. — Ilaye  you  been  able  to  observe  any 
beneficial  consequences  in  those  workhouse  schools  arising  from  the  introduction 
of  agricultural  labour  among  the  paupers  ? — ^Yes ;  the  amount  of  good  is  very 
great  indeed. 

'*  9655.  Viscount  Clamcartt. — Do  you  find  that  there  has  been  a  demand 
arising  for  the  labour  of  the  persons  who  have  been  trained  in  those  workhouse 
schools,  and  that  the  result  is  very  gratifying  in  that  respect  ? — ^Tes. 

**  9656.  Hare  you  had  testimony  to  that  efiect  ? — Yes ;  since  I  came  to  London 
I  hare  received  a  very  interesting  letter  bearing  upon  that  point ;  it  is  from  the 
liev.  Robert  Park,  rresbyterian  clergyman  in  Ballyinoney»  in  the  county  of 
Antrim ;  it  is  dated  June  the  23rd,  1654.  '  My  dear  Srr,^Some  years  since,  the 
Eev.  Dr.  Begg,  of  Edinburgh,  visited  with  me  the  poor  law  union  workhouse  in 
this  town ;  he  was  struck  particularly  with  the  arrangements  for  the  instruction 
of  the  boys  in  trades,  and  for  their  training  in  agricultural  pursuits.  When  last 
I  met  him  in  Scotland,  he  inquired  as  to  the  success  of  the  experiment,  and  it 
gratified  me  much  to  be  able  to  report  favourably.  Aware  of  your  deep  interest 
in  these  arrangements,  especially  with  relation  to  agriculture,  I  beg  to  mention 
pome  of  the  grounds  upon  which  that  report  was  given,  confining  myself  to  the 
department  with  which  you  are  concerned.  The  first  and  obvious  is,  profit  to  the 
union.  You  are  aware  that  the  farm  connected  with  the  workhouse  here  is  very 
limited,  extending  only  to  thirteen  statute  acres ;  nearly  the  whole  of  the  work  in 
its  cultivation  is  done  by  the  boys,  aided  by  a  few  infirm  old  men ;  there  is  not  a 
single  able-bodied  pauper  in  the  house.  These  boys  were  during  the  last  year, 
13  J  their  average  age,  1 1  years.  Yet  I  find  from  the  •  Ballymoney  workhouse 
farm  account,  from  the  25th  of  March,  1853,  till  the  25th  of  March,  1854,'  that 
the  balance  in  favour  of  the  union  is  £144  2s.  8</. ;  I  know  that  this  large  sum  * 
is  due  mainly  to  the  excellent  system  of  cropping  pursued  by  the  master  of  the 
workhouse,  and  to  his  judicious  management  of  the  stock  and  farm  produce,  for 
which,  by  the  way,  a  handsome  gratuity  was  awarded  him  last  year  by  your 
Board ;  but  without  labour  this  system  could  not  have  been  carried  out ;  and  of 
this  labour  the  greater  part  was  by  boys,  who  under  different  drcumstancea 
might  have  been  a  charge  upon  the  public,  and  a  curse  to  society.  The  boys 
themselves  are  much  benefited  in  their  health.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  the  open-air  exercise  on  the  farm  is  a  corrective  of  the  injury  to  the  con- 
stitution from  the  confinement  necessarily  consequent  upon  the  workhouse 
system*  The  more  robust  appearance  of  the  boys  so  employed,  compared  with 
girls  of  the  same  age,  who  are  more  within  doors,  strikes  every  eye.  But  this 
health  is  not  obtained  at  the  expense  of  their  literary  progress.  The  boys  em^ 
ployed  on  the  farm  are  obliged  to  attend  school  three  hours  each  day.  They  are 
there  taught  the  elements  of  a  useful  education,  and  receive  occasionally,  through 
the  excellent  publications  of  the  National  Board,  lessons  on  the  science  and  prac- 
tice of  agriculture.  The  alternation  of  farm  labour  and  school  bus^ess  prevents 
the  mind  and  body  from  being  too  much  fatigued  by  either  employment,  and 
prepares  them  to  receive  greater  advantages  from  both.    Their  useful  preparation 

*'Beport  on  Workhouse  and  Prison  Schools,— 1653. , 
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Appendix  I.    for  afterlife  is  not  to  be  overlooked.    I  have  often  admired  the  expertness  of  the 

boys  in  the  use  of  their  implements ;  their  quickness  to  receive,  and  their  readi> 

I.  Report  on  ness  to  carry  out  directions  in  farm  business ;  their  anxiety  to  make  themaelveB 
Africoltoxal  useful  in  the  different  departments  of  field  labour,  and  their  efficiency  in  its 
SoiooIb.  general  employment.    These  must  tell  favourably  on  their  position  in  more 

7—  ,  mature  years.  The  result  of  an  experiment  of  last  year  has  gratified  me  ex- 
Dr.Kiripairiek,  ceedingly .  A  small  portion  of  ground  was  allotted  to  each  boy,  which  he  was  to 
cultivate,  crop,  weed  and  manure,  being  supplied  of  course  with  the  necessary 
seeds  and  manure.  It  was  to  be  a  voluntary  exercise;  a  small  sum  which  you 
were  kind  enough  to  appropriate  as  rewards  for  the  most  efficient  management, 
being  the  only  pecuniary  inducement.  The  boys  have  been  taught  something  of 
personal  independence  and  of  self-reliance,  have  been  stimulated  to  diligent 
persevering  exertion,  and  have  been  encouraged  in  friendly  rivalry,  to  excel  in 
what  must  be  useful  in  afterlife ;  whilst  a  moral  advantage  has  followed.  Instead 
of  their  leisure  time  being  devoted  to  idleness,  and  its  necessary  facilities  for  evil» 
it  has  been  employed  in  the  formation  of  habits,  whose  influence  may  tell  upon 
many  succeeding  generations.  There  has  been  some  advantage  to  the  farming^ 
class  in  the  district.  I  do  not  ascribe  altogether  to  their  training,  that  the  work- 
house  boys  have  been,  and  still  are,  anxiouslv  sought  after  as  farm  servants. 
Labour  is  at  present  hard  to  be  obtained,  and  from  everv  quarter  is  the  supply- 
sought;  but  I  have  no  doubt  this  preparation  commends  them  to  many,  and 
awakens  greater  anxiety  to  obtain  their  services ;  and  so  far,  I  believe,  they  have 
given  satisfaction  to  those  by  whom  they  have  been  engaged.  I  do  anticipate 
still  greater  beneficial  results,  when  the  agricultural  model  school  in  progress  of 
erection,  and  whose  grounds  adjoin  the  workhouse  farm,  is  in  operation.  Upon 
the  whole,  I  would  be  delighted  were  the  system  of  agricultural  training,  which 
is  carried  out  in  the  workhouse,  extended  to  the  children  of  our  small  farmers 
generally.  Whilst  I  remark  some  progress  in  the  management  of  their  holdings, 
there  is  still  much  required  to  raise  our  district  to  a  level  with  other  portions  of 
the  empire.  As  confirmatory  of  the  views  I  have  above  referred  to,  I  take  leave 
to  add  a  copy  of  the  report  of  one  of  your  agricultural  sub-inspectors,  given  this 
day : — '  The  management  of  the  BaUymoney  workhouse  farm,  for  system  and 
efBciency,  is  almost  beyond  praise ;  and  to  any  person  feeling  an  interest  in  the 
weUare  and  industrial  progress  of  this  country,  an  examination  of  it  would  afford 
unmixed  satisfaction.  The  boys,  thirteen  in  number,  whom  lexaminedin  the  agri- 
cultural class,  evince  a  very  fair  amount  of  improvement,  considering  their  age  and 
literary  attainments,  and  they  seem  perfectly  to  understand  the  routine  of  ma- 
nagement in  which  they  are  required  to  assist,  and  the  value  of  the  excellent 
industrial  training  they  receive.' 
"  'To  Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  &c.,  &c.'" 

Model  and  Ordinary  National  Agricultural  Schools, — ^As  no 
material  change  has  been  made  in  the  general  organization  of  the 
Agricultural  ^hools  since  my  last  Report,  I  need  only  observe  that 
they  continue  to  be  conducted  with  the  same  care  and  efiSciency,  and 
in  general  with  very  gratifying  results,  as  the  annexed  reports  of  the 
agriculturists  and  teachers  will  show.  A  very  important  feature  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  Board's  agricultarists,  and  to  which  I  have  referred 
in  former  Reports,  is  the  instituting  of  experiments  for  testing  any  new 
practices  that  may  suggest  themselves,  or  for  obtaining  useful  statistical 
data  in  reference  to  various  branches  of  husbandry.  Numerous  ex- 
periments have  been  instituted  during  the  past  year  at  several  of  the 
school  farms,  among  which  I  may  allude  particularly  to  those  conducted 
by  the  agriculturist  at  the  Munster  model  farm,  and  which  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report.  I  am  well  aware  that  the 
Board's  agriculturists,  and  agricultural  teachers,  have  onerous  and 
responsible  duties  to  perform,  but  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I  can  testify 
to  the  alacrity  and  correctness  with  which  they  endeavour  to  discharge 
the  additional  task  of  conducting  e2^>eriments,  no  matter  how  compli- 
cated. It  is  also  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  speak  in  flattering 
terms  of  the  excellent  moral  conduct  and  efficiency  of  the  Board's 
agriculturists. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  no  department  of  natural  science  deserves  greater 
attention  than  that  embraced  under  the  term  meteorology.  The  prac- 
tices of  difiPerent  countries,  and  of  different  portions  of  even  a  limited 
tractofcotinti7,aieaffectedl)yatmo0pherioplienomeiui.  Itwasxemarked 
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by  the  late  and  much  lamented  P.  Posey,  Esq^  that  a  man  who  could   Afpkhhx  I. 
farm  successfnllj  in  the  humid  districts  of  Scotland,  might  prove  an  j  .ru,J^riL 
unsuccessful  farmer  in  the  dry  districts  of  Eastern  England,  and  the  same  Afric^tand 
may  be  said  of  different  portions  of  tins  island.     To  any  one  who  has  Sdioola. 
given  attention  to  this  subject,  institutions  supported  either  by  the  j^  KMbpotriek, 
State  or  by  scientific  societies,  will  at  once  suggest  themselves  as  the      ' 
legitimate  places  at  which  arrangements  should  be  made  for  collecting 
the  necessary  data,  so  as  to  arrive  at  correct  conclusions  in  meteorology. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  erection  of  a  few  instruments  at  some  of  the 
Agricultural  National  Schools  in  various  parts  of  Ireland,  and  at  different 
elevations,  for  ascertaining  the  humidity  of  the  climate — the  variation 
of  temperature,  &c.,  during  the  different  months  of  the  year,  is  an  object 
which  comes  within  the  province  of  the  Board's  Agricultural  Institu- 
tions, and  in  doing  which  they  might  render  some  service  to  the  science 
of  agriculture.      Impressed  with  these  convictions,  I  waited  upon  that 
distinguished  philosopher.  Dr.  Lloyd,  whose  invaluable  labours  in  this 
important  field  of  scientific  investigation  are  so  well  known — and  he 
was  of  opinion  that  a  large  amount  of  useful  information  might  be 
collected  in  the  way  I  sketched  out,  bat,  that  unless  those  who  superin- 
tended the  observations  were  most  trustworthy  and  zealous,  the  scheme 
would  prove  abortive.     I  feel  myself  that  the  task  would  require  much 
patience  and  industry;  but  the  intelligence  and  respectabUity  of  the 
Board's  agriculturists  give  me  more  ^an  ordinary  confidence  in  the 
success  of  the  entire  scheme,  which,  I  trust  and  believe,  wiU  be  sanctioned 
by  the  Clommissioners  of  National  Education.    And  it  is  to  me  pecu- 
liarly gratifying,  that  I  can  adduce  in  support  of  the  views  which  I 
entertain  on  this  important  subject,  the  opinion  of  one  so  eminently 
qualified  to  judge  as  Lord  Monteagle.    The  following  is  an  extract 
from  a  recent  letter  from  his  Lordship : — "  I  observed  with  infinite 
satisfaction,  that  the  principle  has  been  adopted  in  the  Commissioners 
unrivalled  establishment  at  Glasnevin,  visited  by  me  during  my  late 
stay  in  Dublin.    I  allude  to  the  public  benefit  as  well  as  inteUectual 
improvement  that  would  attend  making  the  Agricultural  Schools,  where 
the  accuracy  of  the  masters  can  be  rdied  on,  places  of  physical  obser- 
vation.     If  a   good  barometer,  thermometer,  and   rain-gauge,  were 
placed  at  the  schools,  subject  to  mi/  observation  respecting  the  quali- 
fication of  the  masters, — if  a  daily  register  were  kept, — i^  in  addition, 
the  master  and  the  pupils  were  encouraged  to  collect  the  specimens  of 
the  minerals  and  fossils  in  their  vicinage, — if  a  few  of  the  Ordnance 
survey  sheets,  mounted  on  rollers,  were  deposited  in  the  school  or 
lecture  rooms,  showing  the  local  stratifications,  and  the  nature  of  the 
soils,  I  have  no  doubt  that  much  valuable  knowledge  would  be  obtained, 
but  a  still  further  benefit  would  be  secured,  and  the  pupils  would  bo 
taught  how  to  observcy  and  how  to  apply  the  knowledge  given  them  in 
their  classes." 

School  Gardens. — There  is  no  feature  in  the  system  of  industrial 
education  more  interesting  than  school  allotment  gardens,  and  I  know 
of  no  more  successful  example  of  this  class  of  schools  than  the  National 
Industrial  School  in  the  village  of  Glasnevin.  The  allotment  garden 
in  connexion  with  the  PiUtown  Model  National  Agricultural  School, 
which  receives  the  kind  and  fostering  care  of  Lady  Bessborough,  is  well 
managed ;  and  the  teacher  of  the  Loughglynn  National  School,  by  his 
school  instructions,  and  weekly  perambulations,  in  directing  the  culture, 
and  inspecting  the  management  of  the  ^^  Home  Gardens^  which  are 
patronized  and  thoroughlv  encouraged  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strickland,  is 
dii^ising  a  knowledge  of  common  things^  which  will  confer  lasting 
benefita  on  the  commimity 
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Appendix  I.  The  importance  of  these  "  school  and  allotment  gardens,"  is  recognised 
I  ReDorTon  ^^  England  by  Her  Majesty's  Inspectors  of  schools,  not  only  as  a  du*ect 
Aericultural  means  of  instruction  and  source  of  profit,  but  also  as  a  means  of  pro- 
Swioola.  •  tracting  the  period  of  the  children's  attendance  at  school.     And  it  is 

Dr  KMaHOridc  ^^^^  gratifying  to  perceive  that  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  and  her 
K^wncK,  j^y^i  Consort,  actuated  by  those  enlightened  and  philanthropic  feelings 
which  adorn  and  dignify  their  exalted  position,  are  munificent  and  un- 
wearying patrons  of  a  similar  system  at  the  Royal  Schools  in  Windsor 
forest.  The  following  account  of  these  schools,  which  I  have  extracted 
from  a  recent  address  delivered  at  a  public  meeting  by  Sir  J.  K.  Shuttle- 
worth,  will,  no  doubt,  be  read  with  much  interest,  and  such  acts  of 
royal  mnniiicence  and  benevolence,  as  remarked  by  Sir  James,  "  form 
a  bright  example  to  the  community" : — 

*<  He  was  some  eight  or  nine  years  ago  called  on  by  her  Majesty  to  organize 
for  her  and  the  Prince  some  schools  in  the  royal  forest  of  Windsor.  The  view 
the  Queen  took  was,  that  a  verv  large  portion  of  the  population  resident  in  that 
district,  being  dependent  on  the  C5ro¥m,  were  employed  as  labourers  on  the 
farms,  or  in  the  forests,  or  in  the  household  duties  connected  with  the  royal 
farms,  and  soforth,  and  she  had  therefore  a  personal  responsibility  in  their  well- 
being.  The  people  were  scattered  over  tlie  districts  between  one  town  and 
another,  in  which  there  were  no  schools  or  means  of  education,  and  the  children 
were  brought  up  in  a  half- wild  manner,  very  much  in  the  same  condition  as  in 
remote  portions  of  the  country  in  the  south  of  England.  Her  Majesty  resolved 
*  that  an  efficient  school  should  be  established,  and  it  seemed, desirable  that  the 

school  should  be  typical  of  the  act  of  royal  munificence  which  was  about  to  be 
accomplished,  and  not  only  worthy  of  the  Crown,  but  an  example  to  the  country 
at  large.  Her  Majesty  made  no  stipulation  whatever  as  to  the  cost,  and  he  drew 
out  a  scheme  which  involved  an  expenditure  of  £1,000  a-year»  It  provided  for 
the  instruction  of  the  children,  not  merely  in  the  ordinary  secular  and  religious 
knowledge,  but  also  supplied  the  best  form  of  instruction  in  common  things,  such 
as  in  gardening,  in  household  economy,  cooking,  washing,  making  up  clothes, 
&c. ;  in  preparing  dishes  suitable  for,  and  otherwise  enhancing  the  comfort  of, 
cottagers,  which  latter  were  taught  in  kitchens  and  wash-houi^es  prepared  for  the 
purpose.  Her  Majesty  not  only  assented  to  this  plan  being  carried  out  (and  the 
place  had  been  in  operation  during  the  last  nine  years),  but  she  had  promoted  its 
success  in  every  way,  and  all  the  linen  worn  by  the  royal  children,  and  a  very 
great  part  of  that  used  in  the  royal  apartments,  was  the  work  of  this  establisli- 
ment.  The  Queen  was  in  the  habit  of  inspecting  the  place  in  person,  and  took  a 
deep  interest  in  its  operations.  The  boys  had  a  garden  of  several  acres,  in  which 
they  cultivated  all  that  was  necessary  for  cottage  use.  They  had  a  plot  which 
they  jointly  cultivated,  and  in  addition  they  had  small  separate  plots,  which  they 
cultivated  upon  the  plan  of  the  common  cottage  gardeners.  They  were  employed 
also  in  workshops,  but  they  were  chiefly  occupied  in  gardening.  He  could  assure 
them  that  this  establishment  did  not  simply  exist  as  a  sort  of  outside  show,  bat 
was  a  subject  of  personal  interest  to  her  Majesty ;  was  regularly  inspected  by 
her,  and  often  by  tlie  ditfcrent  visitors  at  the  Court ;  and  the  Prince  of  Wales 
was  in  the  habit  of  examining  the  scholars  in  certain  branches  of  their  studies." 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  are  so  few  of  those  allotment  and 
school  gardens  in  connexion  with  the  agricultural  department,  whilst 
there  are  nearly  three  hundred  National  Schools  having  gardens 
attached,  which  might  be  successfully  cultivated  on  the  same  principle, 
and  which,  if  properly  carried  out,  would  confer  material  benefits  on 
both  teachei*s  and  pupils. 

I  would  respectfully  beg  leave  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  teachers 
of  National  Schools,  and  indeed  of  the  public  generally,  to  the  following 
interesting  article  on  "  Gardens  for  Country  Schools,'*  from  the  pen  of 
J.  C.  Morton,  Esq.,  the  able  editor  of  the  London  ^^^  Agricultural 
Gazette'' I— 

•*  I  refer  to  the  uses  of  n,  garden  or  a  plot  of  ground  cultivated  by  the  agricultu- 
ral class  in  our  schools— its  uses  not  only  as  furnishing  lessons  in  the  practice, 
and  illustrating  doetrines  in  the  theory  of  agriculture,  and  -conferfing  bodily  skill 
in  the  use  of  farm  tools,  but  al0o  as  increasing  the  emoluments  of  the  teacher  or 
the  funds  of  the  school. 
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**  The  assertion  which  I  make — ^that  the  theory  and  practice  of  cultivation  can   Appendix  I. 

be  efficiently  illustrated  in  a  garden — is  proved  by  a  number  of  well-known  facts.  

*•  Professor  Daubeny's  illustrations,  in  his  lecture  before  the  Royal  Agricultn-  I-  Report  on 
ral  Society  of  England,  of  the  iwwer  of  successive  crops  of  the  same  plant  to  ^JT^'Y^***'*^ 
exhaust  the  land  off  which  they  were  continually  reaped,  were  taken  from  garden  Schools^ 
plots.     Tull's  argument  on  the  ability  of  the  cultivator  by  careful  pulverization  y>   «-.  i-^^-jujt 
of  the  soil  and  its  exposure  to  the  air,  to  balance  in  a  great  measure  to  his  soil  the  '*^«A«r«SP«nafc 
-want  of  manure,  was  originally  built  upon  his  observation  of  single  plants  and 
single  garden  rows,  though  no  doubt  it  was  afterwards  corroborated  by  experi- 
ments in  field  culture.    And  the  experiments  of  the  Bev.  S.  Smith,  of  Lois 
Weedon,  of  the  same  kind,  though  extended  over  a  small  field,  might  well  be 
prosecuted  in  a  large  garden,  so  as  perfectly  to  Illustrate  his  views.    The  most 
complete  series  of  experiments  on  the  relative  value  of  the  different  grasses  was 
conducted  by  Mr.  Sinclair,  gardener  to  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford,  at  Wobum,  in 
the  garden.    And  one  of  the  most  exact  comparative  inquiries  into  the  relative 
merits  of  different  varieties  of  wheat  is  reported  in  the  first  volume  of  the  English 
Agricultural  Society's  Journal  as  having  been  conducted  in  a  garden  in  Glouces- 
tershire.    Many  an  instructive  and  satisfactory,  experiment,  illustrative  of  the 
relative  value  of  manures,  will  be  found  recorded  in  our  agricultural  journals  as 
having  been  performed  in  garden  plots.    I  would  especially  refer  to  a  most  valuable 
and  instructive  annual  report  of  his  experience  of  this  kind,  which  has  been 
published  in  the  Gardeners*  Chronicle  and  Agricultural  Gazette  for  many  past  years 
by  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  L.  Vernon  Harcourt.    Modes  of  cultivation,  methods  of 
manuring,  rotations  of  cropping,  and  the  merits  of  the  various  crops— all  these 
particuhffs,  which  among  them  pretty  nearly  complete  the  circle  of  the  mere 
ctdtivator's  experience— all  of  them  are  q^pable  of  perfect  illustration  in  the 
garden.    And  how  perfectly  the  rationale  of  any  particular  observation  can  thus 
be  obviou^ly  presented  to  the  eye  and  mind  any  one  can  perceive.   You  may  talk 
to  a  boy  for  any  length  of  time  on  the  advantage  of  stirring  the  soil  and  of  deep 
cultivation,  inasmuch  as  it  admits  the  air  more  perfectly  throughout  the  substance 
of  the  soil,  and  thereby  facilitates  those  chemical  processes  by  which  the  soil  and 
its  contents  are  fitted  as  the  food  of  plants ;  but  no  quantity  of  merely  verbal 
instruction  will  equal  in  its  force,  either  upon  the  understanding  or  the  memory, 
the  lessons  on  that  subject  which  that  same  boy  would  receive  if,  after  having  dug 
a  hole  in  the  hardened  ground,  he  were  told  to  put  into  it  again  the  earth  he  had 
just  taken  out  of  it.    The  heap  remaining  over,  which  he  could  not  replace,  would 
represent  more  distinctly  to  him  the  bulk  of  additional  air  thus  introduced  into 
the  soil  by  its  disturbance  than  any  argument  unsupported  by  this  simple  experi- 
ment could  do.    Well,  I  need  not  say  any  thing  more  on  this  point.    I  hurry  on 
to  the  usefulness  of  the  garden,  both  as  Airnishing  agricultural  practice  to  the 
boys  (I  mean  in  the  art  of  using  the  spade  and  hoe  and  other  agricultural  tools), 
and  as  aclding  to  the  emoluments  of  the  schoolmaster.    On  these  again  I  must  be 
satisfied  with  a  reference  to  the  experience  of  others — ^in  terms,  too,  so  short  as 
to  be  little  more  than  an  enumeration  of  the  sources  where  information  regarding 
it  may  be  obtained.    The  Highland  schools,  mider  the  committee  of  the  Gcncrid 
Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  in  which  agricultural  instruction  has  been 
introduced,  have  several  acres  of  land  attached  to  them ;  four  to  six  acres  is  the 
usual  extent ;  and  a  common  report  is  in  these  terms  in  which  the  Elgin  school 
is  described : — *  There  are  some  acres  of  land  attached  which  are  farmed  by  the 
boys  to  the  number  of  twenty-five ;  two  hours  a  day,  on  an  average,  are  allotted 
to  work.    They  dig,  trench,  weed,  manure,  sow,  &c.,  under  the  management  of 
a  superintendent,  and  are  trained  to  the  use  of  the  spade  and  other  agricoltural 
implements  with  considerable  address. '     In  Ireland,  again,  under  the  superintend- 
ence and  inspection  of  Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  of  Glasnevin,  there  are  many  agricultural 
schools  in  operation : — twenty-seven  model  schools  in  operation,  five  about  to 
begin,  forty-five  ordinary  agricultural  schools  in  operation,  and  fifty  workhouse 
agricultural  schools ;  and  from  the  experience  of  any  of  them  there  might  be 
drawn  facts  enough  to  bear  out  Dr.  Kirkpatrick's  testimony  that  it  is  perfectly 
practicable  and  highly  important  to  connect  this  agricultural  with  ordinary 
literary  instruction  in  our  country  districts. 

"Then,  again,  in  England  I  can  quote  several  instances :— First  the  schools  on 
the  plan  of  the  late  Mrs.  Davies  Gilbert,  of  Eastbourne,  in  Sussex,  of  which  a 
full  report  will  be  found  in  a  pamphlet  by  Mr.  Cuthbert  Johnson,  published  by 
Bidgway,  *  On  Increasing  the  Demand  for  Agricultural  Labour.'  •  These  schools 
were  said  to  be  self-supporting— the  children  paying  only  Irf.  a  week,  and  receiv- 
ing instruction  during  the  morning  of  the  day,  and  working  during  the  afternoon ; 
the  land,  four  or  five  acres  to  each,  was  rented  at  a  farmer's  rent  by  the  master 
of  the  school,  who  cultivated  it  by  the  aid  of  the  boys. 

<'My  second  iastanoe,  and  a  most  instructive  ofie,  is  recorded  in  a  pamphlet  by 
Thomas  Batson,  of  Colley  House,  near  Exeter,  entitled  *  How  to  improve  the 
CoBdition  of  the  Agricultural  Labourer,'— a  self-supporting  system  by  which 
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Appendix  L    boys  may  be  trained  in  acts  of  industry,  and  at  the  same  time  receive  a  suitable 

education.    This  publication  describes  an  experience  of  five  years  in  the  em- 

L  Report  on  ployment  of  boys  on  a  farm,  who  for  their  labour  received  their  maintenance  and 
g^cuitmal  education,  they  and  their  parents  finding  this  maintenance  and  education,  both 
^^^''  ordinary  and  agricultural,  to  be  an  ample  return  for  their  services,  and  Mr. 

Dr^irkpaineL  ^^^^  finding,  as  he  proves  in  great  detail,  their  services  to  be  quite  worth  the 
^^^^  expense  he  was  at  in  lodging,  clothmg,  feeding,  and  instructing  them.    Mr. 
Batson's  pamphlet  deserves  to  be  widely  known  and  read. 

^*  My  third  instance  is  one  of  a  class  of  similar  cases— a  reformatory,  industrial, 
agricultural  school,  establi^ed  and  carried  on  at  Hardwicke,  near  Gloucester, 
now  tor  several  years  by  the  wise  and  painstaking  benevolence  of  Mr.  Bengough 
and  Mr.  Baker,  two  magistrates  of  the  county  of  Gloucester. 

•*  Fifteen  boys  work  more  than  ten  acres  of  stiff  clay  land,  and  their  work  goes 
a  considerable  way  towards  tlieir  support.  The  report  and  rules  of  the  children's 
Friend  Reformatory  School,  Hardwicke,  Gloucestershire,  dated  January  of  last 
year,  states  the  successful  result  hitherto  of  this  experiment.  I  believe  that  any- 
one who  will  read  the  report  of  the  General  Assembly's  Committee  on  their 
Highland  schools,  the  reports  of  Dr.  Kirkpatrick  on  the  Irish  Agricultural 
schools,  the  report  by  Mr.  Cuthbcrt  Johnson  of  Mrs.  Davies  Gilbert's  schools, 
by  Mr.  Batson  of  his  experience  on  the  subject  at  Kynaston,  in  Herefordshire, 
and  the  report  of  the  Hardwicke  Reformatory  School,  may  confidently  accept  the 
conclusion  I  propose  for  his  adoption,  that  m  a  large  garden  boys  may  receive 
efficient  practice  in  the  use  of  tools,  and  in  the  conducting  of  agricultural  pro- 
cesses ;  and  that  from  a  large  garden  so  managed  a  skilful  schoolmaster  will  derive 
sufficient  return  to  make  it  a  very  considerable  source  of  income  to  himself  or  to 
the  school.  The  great  fact  as  proved  especially  in  the  Irish  schools  is  that  all 
these  advantages  are  obtainable  without  interfering  with  the  main  purpose  of  the 
school — ^the  communication  of  sound  instruction  in  the  elements  of  an  ordinary 
education;  audi  contend  that  in  Agricultural  districts  even  these  might  usefully 
have  an  agricultural  turn  given  to  them — ^that  reading  books,  for  instance,  might 
furnish  lessons  on  agricultural  subjects,  and  that  lessons  in  arithmetic  might  have 
special  reference,  even  from  the  beginning,  to  agricultural  calculations,  landing 
the  pupil  ultimately  in  questions  of  account  and  expense  relating  to  all  manner 
of  farm  methods  and  results,  such  as  digging,  and  trenching,  and  hoeing,  plough- 
ing, grubbing,  harrowing,  rolling,  drilling,  horse-hoeing,  manure-making  and  the 
application  of  it ;  sowing,  whether  by  hand  or  by  machine ;  mowing,  reaping, 
and  harvesting,  measurement  of  land,  manure,  ricks,  and  building;  estimation 
of  produce,  and  all  sorts  of  measure  work  connected  with  draining,  embanking, 
fencing,  planting,  and  building  and  road-making.  I  have  lately  had  submitted 
to  me  a  considerable  quantity  of  MSS.  by  Mr.  Ewart,  of  Newcastle,  professing 
to  be  on  agricultural  arithmetic,  which  will  probably  be  published  by  Messrs. 
Blackie,  of  Glasgow,  and  which  appears  very  excellently  adapted  to  the  purpose 
of  that  kind  of  instruction  to  which  I  refer.-lj'.  C.  Morton," 

I  regret  being  obliged  to  remark,  that  the  long  and  unexpected  delay 
which  has  occurred  in  the  erection  of  the  new  offices  at  the  Monster 
farm,  and  the  completion  of  the  alterations  and  additions  at  the  Bath 
school  buildings,  has  retarded  the  efficient  working  of  these  establish- 
ments ;  but  I  fondly  hope  that  in  my  next  Report  I  will  be  enabled  to 
state  that  the  works  at  these  places,  as  well  as  those  at  Kilkenny  and 
Templedouglas,  are  far  advanced  towards  completion. 

The  works  at  the  Limerick  farm  buildings  are,  I  am  glad  to  say, 
progressing  most  satisfactorily. 

When  the  above  named  Agricultural  Schools  and  Farms  are  brought 
into  full  operation,  which,  I  hope,  ere  long  they  will  be,  I  anticipate 
that  an  important  impetus  will  be  given  to  agricultural  education  and 
improvement  in  their  different  loccdities. 

The  recent  extension  of  the  school  &rms  at  Athy,  Gormanstown, 
and  Farrahy,  have  rendered  it  necessary  to  make  additions  to  the  farm 
offices — those  at  Athy  are  nearly  completed,  and  I  trust  that  the  others 
will  be  at  once  proceeded  with. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  agriculturists  in  charge  of 
the  farms  under  the  exclusive  management  of  the  Conmiissioners,  evince 
much  zeal  and  ability  in  the  discharge  of  the  important  and  responsible 
duties  intrusted  to  diem,  and  that  the  agricultural  schools  and  fiums 
generally  continue  to  be  conducted  with  care  and  efficiency. 
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The  Kilwanghter  Central  Model  Agi-icultural  School,  which,  at  one   Aptmroix  L 
period,  promised  to  give  much  satisfaction,  has  heen  struck  off  the  list  j^  Report  on 
in   consequence  of  Mr.  Locke,  the  agricultui<al  teacher,  and  holder  of  Agricultuna 
the  farm  having  emigrated  to  America.  Schools^ 

I  cannot  conclude  this  Report  without  adverting  to  the  distinguished  j[)r,Kirlq)airiek. 
honour  so  graciously  conferred  on  me  by  His  Royal  Highness  Prince 
Albert,  in  presenting  me  with  a  beautiful  silver  tea  service.    The  plate 
was   accompanied  by  the  following  communication  from  the  Hon* 
Colonel  Phipps  : — 

««Buckmgham  Palace,  May  7th,  1856. 
*  •  Mr  Dear  Sir,— The  Prince  has  commanded  rac  to  forward  to  you  a  silver  tea 
service,  as  a  mark  of  his  Hoyal  Migbness's  appreciation  of  the  care  and  attention 
you  paid  to  the  instruction  of  Pristo,  and  the  kindness  you  showed  him  during 
the  time  he  was  under  your  charge. 

«*  I  have  this  day  despatched  the  plate,  of  which  His  Royal  Highness  begs  your 
acceptance. 

•♦Sincerely  yours, 

**  C.  B.  Phippb. 
««Dr.  Kirkpatrick." 

I  trust  I  shall  ever  remember  with  becoming  gratitude  this  mark  of 
royal  favour,  and  appreciate  it  as  a  signal  proof  of  the  kind  interest  felt 
by  His  Royal  Highness  in  the  welfare  of  an  Institution  over  which  I 
have  had  the  honor  of  being  placed  by  the  Commissioners  of  National 
Education. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Kibkfatbigk. 

To  the  Secretaries, 

Education  Office,  Marlborough-street,  Dublin. 
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Appendix.  1.— Statistics  of  Agricultural  Schools— Showing  the  Number  of  Pupils  receivic 
kept,  the  Extent  and  Rent  per  Statute  Acre  of  the  Model  Farm,  the  Expenses  of  an 
operation,  as  returned  by  their  respective  Conductors,  and  certified  by  the  Managers,  o 
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Botetiana 
followed. 


MODSL  AomiCULTDRAL  ScBOOLS. 
rM«r0k«  fmuMdiol*  and  txehukm  ma- 
nagemmteiftHtOommiukmtn, 
Albert,  blasnerin,    .    Dnblin, 
Model  Garden,     do.        Do., 
Indut.  Oardens,  do.        Do., 
Bailieboro'  Diatriet,      Caram, 
Dnnmaowaj  Dial,    .    Cork, 
Atbr  Diat.  Model,    .    Kildare, 
Olaiidore,  .    Cork, 

Farrah^,    .        .  Do., 

Terroe,      .       .        .    Limoriok, 
Kyle  Park,  .    Tippefarj, 

Derryoaatle,  Do., 

Gonnanatown,  .  Do^, 

Leitrim,    .        .        .    Leitrim, 
Batb,  .  .  Monaghan, 

Bally  money,  .  '  Antrim, 

Mttnater  (Cork),        .    Cork, 
Mangrett  (Limerick),    Limerick, 
Templedouglaa,*       .    Donegal, 
Kilkenny,*        .        .    Kilkenny, 
Mt.  Trenohard,         .    Limerick, 
Woodstook,       .        .    Kilkenny, 
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Lanie,  .    Antrim,     . 
KilwaQghter,b  Do., 

MarkethiU,  .    Armagh,    . 
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Dromiaken,       .  .    LouUi, 

Longhrea,  .    Galway, 
BallinakUl,        .  Do., 
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Glonngarrah,     .  .    Waterford, 
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Dnnlewy,*  .    Donegal, 

OHDIlf  ART  AaRICULTURAL  SCHOOLS. 
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Killaoolla,         .  .    Limerick, 
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a,  4.  Cours*. 
4  Course. 

Do. 

Do. 
None  yet  estali 
4  Course. 

6  Course. 

4  Course. 
Do. 
Do. 

3  Course. 

4  Course. 
Do. 

5  Coarse. 
3  Course. 


a  few  mondis  In  csMMsloa.     •BMpendsi 


Digitized  by 


Google 


185^.] 


of  National  Hducatien  in  Ireland. 


179 


At,Ticultui-al  Instmction,  the  Number  in  the  '*  IndiiKtrial  Cliif^s,"  the  Quantity  of  Live  Stofik 
Profit  or  Loss  on  the  Cultivation  for  the  past  year,  lor  each  of  tlie  Agrieultui*al  Schools  in 
the  :Ust  December,  1854. 
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— 

4     1     9 



3  13    0 

0  10    0 

3  16    6 

2  18    0 

9  16    6 

13    7    4 

__ 

3  16     1 

__ 

34  14    7 

— 

9    8  10 

15  15    7 

59  19    0 

— 

1  11     1 

— 

0    3    8 

7  11  11 

3    0    0 

3""7    1 

3'T3  10 

15  12  10 

8  15  10 

- 

1  13  10 

— 

, 

_^ 

__ 

.^ 

• 



__ 

_ 

~ 

3  13    7 

3    0    0 

6    5    9 

8  10    0 

21     8    4 

22  18    2 



10    3    7 

_ 

i        15    0    7 

0  15    0 

8  17     1 

7  12    4 

32    5    0 

9  16    1 

i_ 

1  14    1 

__ 

4    4    3 

0    5    0 

38  11  10 

5  10    0 

32  11     I 

14    9    8 



7    4  10 

^^ 

6    9    0 

3    0    0 

3  16    2 

3  17    0 

18  14    8 

11     9  10 

— 

1  10    7 

_ 

15    4  11 

0    6    0 

12    4    3 

7  19    8 

35  14  10 

15  16    a 

— 

3    3    1 

_ 

__ 

_ 

_ 

__ 

-~ 

.>- 

_ 

.M 

__ 

3  19    3 

2    0    0 

3    9    0 

11     1    0 

20    9    2 

51  15  11 

— 

3  13  11 

— 
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PrriLS. 

1 

n«.Telviii(r        1      indiutrlal 

Lire  stock. 

Farticttlan  of  Model  Farm. 

Aj.'rltultur»l      |           cui-u 

COCXTT. 

Iiihtructio 

1  J  ■  - 

_ 

SonooL. 

BoHnl- 
1     an. 

i 

iM 

i 

]l«nt,or 

1 

*  t: 

• 

i'1 

TalUB  per 

Rotations 

4 

1' 

l|t 

II 

ill 

1  -> 

p. 

i 

1 

Extant. 

Acre 
(ttatule). 

foUowcd. 

r*\(-^ 

H  I  a. 

£■   1  f- 

H  a< 

S  1  09  ;  0. 

6* 

ORDm.ARY  AORICULTURAI. 

A.   ».    P. 

£  M.  d. 

Schools—  continued. 

Garryhill, 

Carlow,       . 

.      12 

12 

4 

4 

8      . 

6 

2 

12 

4    2  37 

0  14    9 

4  Coarse. 

Two-mile-houso, 

Kild;ire,      . 

.     2-* 

24 

.       . 

1'     2 

2 

4    3  17 

0  18    6 

Do. 

Kilberry,   . 

Do., 

•     10 

10 

0 

6 

h  2 

2 

12 

3    0    0 

0  12    6 

3  Course. 

PilUmn,     . 

Kilkenny, 

19 

19 

4 

4      .' 

8 

1;  3 

2 

8    2  18 

1  10  10 

4  CuurK*. 

Ooning, 

Ho.,        . 

12 

12 

. 

1!     . 

2 

8 

4    2    7 

I     2    6 

6  Course. 

BallygJoss,          .         .        Do., 

12 

12 

, 

4      . 

4'     . 

\ 

6 

3    3  27 

0  12    9 

4  Course. 

Ratoatb,    .        .        .    Meath, 

24 

24 

. 

•  i     • 

. 

7 

12 

7    2  30 

1     8    6 

Do. 

Woodpolc.a       .        .        Do., 

. 

•i     • 

. 

17    3  32 

1     0    0 

6  Course. 

Kilskvrc.  .        .        .        Do., 

3J 

30 

4 

4      . 

8      . 

6 

2 

16 

2    3  13 

0  15  10 

3  Course. 

Balliuvally,       .        .    Wcstmeath, 

30 

30 

4 

2,     2 

K      ' 

1 

2    2  10 

0  16    0 

4  Course. 

Clonmcllon,       .        .        Do., 

J8 

18 

.1 

1      •      • 

] 

6     I     9 

1     4    8 

Do. 

Mullingar,         .        .        Do., 

40 

40 

4 

4 

8      ll    3 

11    3  15 

1     0    0 

6  Course. 

Dclgany,    .        .        .    Wicklow,  . 

2 

28 

28 

. 

1      . 

.      .      4 

12 

4    0    0 

16    0 

3Courte. 

E«»ker,»>      .        .        .    Gal  way,      . 

. 

. 



— . 

— 

Clonkconkoryl,                   Do., 

IG 

16 

4 

1 

6i     I    13 

10;     3 

30 

25    2  13 

0  10    0 

4  Course. 

Cappaduft;         .        .    Mayo, 
Lahardanc,"      .        .  i      Do.. 

15 

l.-i 

6 

6 

3 

16 

2 

16 

4     I     7 

0    6    2 

Do. 

20 

20 

. 

1 

4 

2 

1 

12 

16    0    0 

0  12    6 

Do. 

Poniafalla,         .        .    Boscoinmon 

16 

16 

4 

. 

4      . 

3 

, 

3 

10 

12    2    1 

0    9    3 

Do. 

Killcnagh,          .        .  i      Do., 

46 

4S 

4 

2 

2;  »;  • 

2 

7 

14 

9     1  10 

0  18    6 

Do. 

Glanduff,    .        .        .        Do., 

24 

24     4 

4:  si  3 

5 

14;  13 

23 

20    3  10 

0    7  10 

3,  4,  Course. 

GecTagh,   .        .        .  '  Sligo, 

22 

22 

. 

I 

1 

11 

2    0    0 

1  10    0 

4  Course. 

Upper  Arigua,  .        .i      Do., 

14 

14 

• 

• 

1 

• 

13 

4    0    0 

0  12    0 

Do. 

WOBKHOUSB  AGRICOLTVUAL 

Schools. 

Antrim,    .        .        .    Antrim,      . 

19 

19 

2 

18    2    0 

2  10    0 

4  Course: 

Belfast.     . 

!      Do., 

35 

36 

1     3    0 

2    0    0 

Do. 

Bally  mena. 

Do., 

4 

4 

10    0    0 

2  10    0 

Ballycastle, 

Do., 

G 

6 

2 

12 

8    0  11 

1    3    6 

4  Course. 

Ballymoney, 

Do.,         . 

52 

12 

13    0  13 

2    8    0 

3  Course. 

Lame, 

Do.,         . 

19 

19 

. 

2    3  30 

3    0    0 

4  Course. 

Baiibridgo, 

Down, 

16 

16 

8    2  24 

2    6    0 

Do. 

Newtownarda,' . 

Do., 

12 

12 

, 

.^ 

— 



Londonderry,     . 

■  L.dcrry, 

10 

10 

12 

8    0    2 

2    0    0 

6  Course, 

Coleraino, 

Do.,         . 

6 

0 

10 

12    2    0 

2  16    0 

3  Course. 

Strabane,   . 

1  Tyrone, 

28 

28 

2 

12    3  86 

2    4    9 

4  CourM>. 

CaatleblaynoT,  . 

Monaghan, 

30 

30 

, 

4    0    6 

1    6    6 

3,  6  Course. 

Clones.       .        .        . 

Do.,         . 

16 

16 

9    0    0 

1  19    1 

_ 

Monaghan, 

Do., 

15 

16 

1    0  18 

2    0    0 

eCoorM. 

Carrickmacrofls,' 

Do., 

24 

24 

1     0    0 

2    0    0 

_ 

Ennis,        . 

Clare. 

40 

40 

12 

6    2    0 

6    0    0 

_ 

Tulla,        .        .        . 

Do., 

30 

30 

6    0    0 

0  12    6 

_ 

Scariff,*     .        . 

Do., 

20 

20 

1    '. 

4    0    0 

— 

__ 

Corofin,     . 

Do., 

20 

20 

1 

6    0    0 

3    0    0 

^ 

Bandon,     . 

1  Cork,  . 

18 

18      . 
2J      . 

1 

4    0    0 

2    8    2 

4  Course. 

Bantry,      . 

Do., 

23 

3    1     0 

1  17    0 

6  Course. 

Castletown, 

Do., 

20 

20      . 

2    3  23 

1     0    0     4Counie. 

Skun,d               .        . 

Do., 

.      . 

\ 

__ 

_ 

Skibberecn,       .       . 

Do., 

32 

32      . 

6    0    0 

1     0    0 

6  Course. 

Dunmanway,     . 

Do.,         . 

12 

12      . 

2    0    0 

0  15    0 

4  Course. 

Mitehelstown,* . 

Do.,         . 

30 

30      . 

6    0    0 

_ 

__ 

Clonakilty,'       . 

Do.,         . 

16 

16,     . 

3    0    0 

_ 

«_ 

Kenmai«.« 

Kerry,        . 

•      • 

.* 

_ 

— 



Listowell, 

Do.,        . 

15 

15.      . 

36    0    0 

0  16    0 

2  Coarse. 

Tralee,       . 

Do.,        . 

80 

80      . 

23    1  17 

2    9    4 

4  Courses 

Kilmallock,       . 

Limerick,  . 

75 

76 

27    0    0 

2    0  10 

4,  5,  Coarse. 

Newcastle, 

Do., 

30 

30 

20    0    0 

0  17    2 

3.  4,  Course. 

Carrick-on-Suir, 

Tippcrary, 

12 

12 

8     3 

27    2  10 

3  12    6 

4  Coarse. 

Cashel,       .        . 

60 

60 

\      i 

23    3  37 

0  18    0 

Do. 

Cloghoon, 

Do.';        \ 

86 

86 

ji     \ 

18    1  23 

0  16    9 

Clonmel,    . 

Do.,        . 

80 

80 

1      n 

] 

30    0    0 

8    8    0 

5  Course. 

Nenagh,    .        .        . 

Do., 

80 

80 

6    2    0 

3    0    0 

Roscrea,     . 

Do., 

17 

17 

. 

4    830 

2    0    0 

6  Course. 

Tippcrary, 

Do., 

45 

46 

, 

8    3  12 

1  12    6 

3Cottx«e. 

Lisraorc,    . 

Watcrford, 

, 

. 

_ 

_ 

— . 

Dungarvan, 

Do., 

80 

80 

4 

'. 

7    0    0 

S  19    6 

6  Course. 

Do., 

16 

16 

* 

, 

12    3    4 

1    0    0 

4  Course. 

Balrothery, 

Dublin,      . 

, 

. 

, 

— 

m^ 

Dublin  (North  Union) 

Do., 

, 

— 

— 

_ 

Kathdown, 

Do., 

20 

SO 

. 

15    0    0 

— 

_ 

)  Taachcr  slnM 

Jnljr* 

be 

MPC 

mOed 

^^ 

ptet 

dtnri 

sCrM 

(ffiMdonobUk 

dog  another  1 
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36    0    4         118    0    2  I        25    0    0  36    0    0  87     0    G       118    0    2 
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COUHTT. 

FDFILS. 

Fartfa 

BeoelTbiK 
A«rtcuUaial 

Indurtrlal 

ClMk 

LlT6  0tOOk. 

Bulanofllodtlltan. 

80HD0I. 

BoMd- 
•n. 

} 

1 

1 

Pidd 

i 

lUiit,or 

i 

i 

1 

n 

1 

3 
i 

i 

i 

1 

Xztent 

Yaluaiwr 
▲crs 

B«tatlont 
foUowad. 

WoitlCHOUSS  AORICULTimAL 

A.  K.    P. 

£  t.d. 

Athy,        .        .        . 

Kildare,     . 

60     60 

84    0  14 

1  14  11 

3,  6,  Courso. 

Nwm         .       .       . 

Do., 

15      IS 

6    1    a 

2  10    0 

— 

Thomafltown,     . 

Do.,        . 

28     38 

88    1  32 

1     1    6 

_ 

Urlingford, 

Do., 

20     30 

9    3    2 

1     1     1 

_ 

TuUamore, 

King'.,      . 

57     57 

6    3  31 

2  10    0 

4  Courso. 

Oraaanl,    . 

Longford,   . 

1     80     80 

4    2  25 

0  16    4 

6  Cottrae. 

Trim, 

Mrath, 

30     30 

a    1  26 

2    0    0 

8  Coarse. 

Naraa,       . 

Do.,        . 

20,     20 

1    1  14 

2    9    4 



Kolli,        .        .        . 

Do.,        . 

15!     15 

3    1  10 

2    0    0 

4  Course. 

Oldoaitlo, 

Do., 

25,     25 

8    0  13 

2  10    0 

8,  4,  Courae. 

DnnBhanghlin, 

Do., 

. 

— 

— 

_ 

Abbeylelx, 

Queen's,     . 

• 

— 

— 

— 

EnnUcorthy,      . 

Wexford,   . 

25 

25 

38    0    0 

3    0    0 

4  Course. 

Mew  Boas, 

Do.,         . 

40 

40 

12    0  27 

3    0    0 

2  Coarse. 

Oalway,     . 

Oalwar, 

— 

_ 

— 

Mountbellew,    . 

Do.,        . 

24 

24 

6    0    0 

1    0    0 

7  Coarse. 

FortQmna,a 

Do.,        . 

, 

— 

_ 

_ 

Bamna8loo,a     . 

Do.,        . 

. 

— . 

— 

.^ 

Camok-on-ShanD<m,a 

Loitrim, 

18 

12 

3    3  18 

_ 

_ 

Balllna,t»   . 

Mayo,         . 

, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

BalUnrobo.*      .        . 

Do., 

— 

-~ 

~— 

BelmuUet, 

Do.,        . 

5 

5 

i  i 

3    0    0 

1    0    0 

— . 

Wertport, 

Do., 

12 

12 

1 

2    0    0 

3  18    0 

— . 

Swineford. 

Do., 

1 

18 

18 

. 

1    .     . 

8 

8    0    0 

0    7    6 

-^ 

Strokestown,     . 

Rofloommon, 

18 

18 

1 

!      2      . 

•        • 

17    0  10 

1     2    6 

8C001W. 

ToUl,» 

.        .        . 

1  22 

59  3103 

1 

3184 
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50   30  282   8d433j  42 
'     1      :      1     1 

3721135  1.812   1  26 

— 

— 

^  Ko  tstam,  reosDlIy  oonnacted. 


k  No  Bsport  or  Batonu— Atriooltaililkft. 
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Appemdix  I. 

II.  Appendix 
toDr.kirk- 
pfttrick'sRepoit. 

Alhert 
Aaricultural 
Institution. 


No.  2. — Reports  on  Model  Agricultural  Schools. 

1.  Albert  National  Agricultural  Training  Institution, 

Glasneyin. 

Sir, — In  faniishing  the  present  Report  of  the  Albert  Agricultnral 
Institution  it  is  necessaiy,  in  the  first  place,  to  remark  that,  owing  to 
circumstances,  it  embraces  a  period  of  seventeen  instead  of  twelve 
months,  as  formerly,  viz. :  from  November  1, 1853,  to  March  31, 1855. 

It  affords  me  much  gratification  to  be  able  to  say,  that  after  years  of 
persevering  energy  on  your  own  part,  and  the  expenditure  of  no  small 
amount  of  anxiety  and  care  on  that  of  others,  this  institution  has  now 
arrived  at  a  state  of  efficiency  which  is  highly  creditable  to  all  connected 
with  its  management  and  progressive  advancement. 

In  some  of  my  former  Reports  I  took  the  liberty  to  advert  to  a  few 
of  those  impediments  which  seemed  to  me  to  retard  its  progress.  Those, 
however,  have  now  completely  disappeared ;  and  the  Commissioners  of 
Education  have  at  length  raised  a  National  Institution,  which,  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe,  will  yet  amply  reward  them  in  the  rich  harvest 
of  useful  and  scientific  knowledge  which  future  generations  will  reap 
from  its  instructions.  Here  the  most  recent  scientific  knowledge  is 
brought  to  bear  on  the  agricultural  practices  of  the  field ;  the  pupil  is 
made  acquainted  with  the  working  of  the  newest  and  most  improved 
fehrm-machineiy  and  implements  of  culture — together  with  all  the  prac- 
tical agricultural  operations,  both  of  the  field  and  the  fiurm-yard— - 
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BqMnsMorOillltatlon. 

BwoHicrOtallhMBiMi. 

Amamn* 

Talm 
oftiieftw 

LalMMT 

•to. 

OortoTBieda, 
Mwam, 

•ad 
Hum. 

Totel. 

Total  PtcMwLoh. 

Pwet. 

LOH. 

PloM. 

Urn. 

^ 

£    M.    d. 

28    6    9 
0  12  10 
10    9    7 
13    9    8 
8    4    0 
4  10    0 

19    0 

10~7    1 
12"T7     1 

£    «.  dL 

157  12    7 
72    5  11 
36    1     6 

139  11    9 
89    2    0 
64    5    2 
24  13    3 
14    3    2 
51     4    9 
47    6  10 

18l""o    5 
128  14    S 

85  14    7 

2"~0    0 

4    5  10 

44    4    6 

163  16    4 

£  a,  d. 

25    5  10 

13  12    9 
16  15    3 
15    3    5 
28  12    2 

14  8    8 
3    3    6 
8    0    5 
7  11    4 
7    1    7 

48  18    6 
22  17    0 

9"T7  10 

6  18    7 

5  2    8 

6  13    1 
24    3    7 

£  #.   rf. 

59    7  10 

15  18    6 
30  11     7 
10    0    7 

16  18    3 
4  10    0 
4  16    6 
3    6    0 

6  12    6 

17  1    4 

106"~0    7 
51  17    6 

6~0    0 

8~"8    8 

7  4    6 
2  19    2 

20  12    8 

£     a.  d. 

270  13    1 
102    5    0 
93  17  11 
178    5    5 
142  16    6 
87  13  10 
32  13    3 
25    9    8 
65    8    8 
71    9    9 

saTg  0 

203    8    9 
51  12    5 

279    4 

16  13    0 

53  16    9 

221     9    8 

£     a,d. 

157  12  7 
72  5  11 
36    1    6 

139  11  9 
89  2  0 
64  6  2 
24  18  3 
U  3  2 
51  4  9 
47    6  10 

181~"o    5 
128  14    3} 

35I4    7 

8"7    6 

4    5  10 

44    4    6 

163  16    4 

£  a,  d. 

£  a.  d. 

4  12    5 

11  10    7 
1    5    4 

14  13    5 

12  15    7 

13  16    0 
10    4    5 
10  11    9 

15  9    4 

5  18    4 

5*"9    8 
10  11    6 

6  18    1 

2T5  10 
1  14    4 
5  10    6 
9  12    8 

£  a.  d. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11,128    0  10 

5,175  15    6 

107  13    4 

— 

— • 

«  Owliw  io  tholhe*  thai  tho  otatlitioo  of  Mvand  lehoolt  baTO  boon  laoomplote,  tho  totals  ban  gtrcn  moot  bo  looked  npon  ai  appnalmatiooa. 
SduKa  Gardens,  8 ;  Total,  153.    Namb«r  in  1858,  129 ;  InorvMe,  24. 

whilst,  above  all,  his  habits  are  formed  with  that  amount  of  careful  Appendix  I. 
solicitude  for  his  future  welfare,  that  he  is  thoroughly  prepared  to  enter  jr    /      .. 
upon  the  busy  scenes  of  life  with  every  prospect  of  success.     The  to  Dr  Kirk- 
establishment,  therefore,  of  an  institution  of  this  kind,  where  the  sons  patrick^B Report. 
of  the  farmer  can  receive  their  education  free  of  every  charge,  is  one  of 
the  greatest  national  boons  which  the  Commissioners  of  Education 
could  have  conferred  on  the  country. 

The  new  institution  was  opened  on  the  20th  of  February,  1854 ;  and 
from  the  greater  accommodation  which  it  afforded,  as  well  as  from 
important  and  useful  arrangements  which  were  made,  the  class  of 
agricultural  pupils  increased  very  considerably.  The  following  table 
affords,  in  a  concise  manner,  a  summary  of  the  attendance  from  Novem- 
ber 1st,  1853,  to  March  3l8t,  1855  ;  and  attached  to  this  Keport  is  a 
list  of  the  pupils  who  left  during  that  period,  with  the  term  of  their 
apprenticeship,  and  their  destination  at  the  time  of  leaving. 


Albert 

JgrUtdtural 

Ihstituiion, 


Agricnltanl 
Pnplls. 

At  the  Institution  on  November  1, 1853,     .    47 
Admitted  from  November  1, 1853,  to  March, 
31,  1855,  iQclusively,        .        .        .        .81 

128 
Left  ftom  November  1,  1853,  to  March  31, 
1855,  xndnsively, 57 


Agrioultural 
Toachere. 


At  the  Institution  on  April  1,  1855, 


71 


Total. 
48 

83 

131 

60 

71 
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I  bave  been  mncb  pleased  with  the  general  condnct  of  tbe  pupils — 

^^i^T^k*    with  few  exceptions  it  has  been  both  praiseworthy  and  exemplary; 
Patrick's EUport  ^^^  I  have  been  equally  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  most  of  the 

class  discharged  their  duties.    It  has  also  afforded  me  much  gratification 

A  ^^^ral   *^  ^^^  ^^^  those  pupils  who  received  appointments  from  the  institution, 
1^'duUon,     have  performed  the  business  committed  to  their  care  with  ability  and 

perseverance. 

In  the  year  1854  I  delivered  two  courses  of  lectures  on  agricultural 
subjects,  to  the  literary  teachers  in  training  at  the  Model  Schools  of 
the  Board,  and  one  to  the  agricultural  pupils  at  the  Albert  Institution  ; 
and  in  the  spring  of  the  present  year  (1855)  I  also  delivered  a  short 
course  to  the  former.  Each  of  the  literary  classes  numbered  about  100, 
and  the  agricultural  pupil  class  upwards  of  70. 

In  drawing  out  this  Report  I  am  of  opinion  that  statistical  information, 
connected  with  the  transactions  of  the  farm,  should  constitute  my 
principal  object.  I  shall  therefore  confine  myself  to  this  department, 
and  make  my  remarks  on  the  differeut  subjects  which  I  may  consider 
worthy  of  notice,  as  brief  as  possible- 

As  usual,  draining  formed  an  important  item  in  our  transactions,  as 
well  with  the  object  of  improving  the  land,  as  of  imparting  useful  and 
absolutely  necessary  knowledge  to  the  pupils.  In  1854,  an  area  of  about 
nine  three-quarter  statute  acres  was  drained ;  and  in  the  spring  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  about  nine  additional  acres,  making  altogether  since  the  time 
I  got  charge  of  the  management  of  the  farm  an  area,  drained,  of  about 
ninety-three  statute  acres.  No  doubt  some  may  be  disposed  to  conclude 
that,  as  this  is  a  farm  which  occupies  a  very  prominent  position,  the 
completion  of  its  drainage  should  have  been  long  ere  this  effected.  In 
the  case  of  a  farmer,  provided  he  possessed  sufficient  capital,  this  view 
of  the  matter  is  at  once  conceded ;  but  in  the  case  of  a  public  institution, 
the  principal  object  of  which  is  the  dissemination,  as  widely  as  possible, 
of  useful  agricultural  information,  particularly  on  a  subject  of  so  much 
importance  as  drainage,  such  an  opinion  is  altogether  erroneous.  It  is 
not  pecuniary  profit  which  should  be  the  all-important  object  of  an 
institution  of  this  kind ;  it  is  the  2vid€  diffusion  of  useful  and  mporta7it 
knowledge.  Suppose  that  I  had  effected  the  entire  drainage  of  the  farm 
in  one  year,  what  amount  of  practical  information  could  have  been 
afforded  to  the  pupils  on  the  subject  during  the  six  remaining  years 
of  my  management  ?  Comparatively  trifling.  Therefore  I  contend 
that,  in  regard  to  this  operation,  the  best  course,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, has  been  pursued. 

In  some  of  my  former  Reports  I  have  explained  the  mode  of  drainage 
pursued  on  the  fiEum,  and  therefore  I  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to 
enter  npon  the  subject  again.  The  only  departure  which  has  been 
made  from  the  original  plan,  consists  in  the  distance  allowed  between 
the  parallel  drains.  Formerly  they  were  cut  at  twenty-four  feet 
apart,  and  latterly  at  thirty  feet,  without  any  apparent  drawlMick  in 
their  efficiency. 

EosperimenU,  also,  in  relation  to  various  agricultural  matters  formed 
an  interesting  part  of  the  proceedings  of  1854 — a  detailed  account  of 
the  particulars  of  which  I  beg  to  subjoin. 

Experiment^  No.  1. — This  had  relation  to  the  daily  consumption  of 
green  food  by  house-fed  cattle.  It  extended  over  a  period  of  twenty- 
three  days,  during  which  time  the  food  consisted  of  green  succulent 
grass  and  vetches.  Each  meal  was  accurately  weighed  and  recorded, 
the  refuse  deducted,  and  the  actual  consumption  made  out  as  follows : — 
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Table  ebowing  resnits  of  Experiment,  No.  1. 


Date,  1854. 

Quantity  of  Onu 
per  d»r. 

Quantity  of 
Vetches  per  day. 

rotal. 

Quantity  of  Pood 

fur  eaoh  beart 

per  day. 

No.  of 
Cattle. 

toiH.  ewta. 

itonei. 

lOBB.    CWto.  liMWI. 

tona. 

ewto. 

itODCt. 

ewlk    KODM.  Ib*» 

July 

IS, 

1        2 

H 

I        1       2i 

2 

3 

4 

1       2       3i 

34 

t» 

14. 

I      17 

0| 

)       5       1 

3 

2 

14 

1       6       8^ 

»> 

f» 

13, 

1      16 

0 

1       4       6 

3 

0 

6 

1       6       4 

tt 

»» 

16, 

1       6 

1 

1       8       5 

2 

14 

6 

1       4     12J 

19 

f » 

17, 

0     18 

H 

1     10       2 

2 

8 

4i 

1       3       6 

i* 

f  > 

16, 

1        8 

2 

1       2       6 

2 

11 

0 

1       4       0 

f» 

•  9 

19, 

2       5 

0 

0     115 

2 

16 

5 

1       5       4i 

>» 

•  • 

20, 

2       5 

0 

0     14       1 

2 

19 

H 

1       5     13 

>> 

>» 

21, 

1     14 

^ 

0       4       0 

1 

18 

24 

1        1       0 

9» 

»» 

22, 

2       8 

l|        0     11        I 

2 

19 

2i 

1       5     134 

»t 

>9 

24, 

3       5 

7      ;No  more  Votchos. 

3 

5 

7 

1       7       7 

,, 

»» 

25, 

2       8 

Oi 

— 

2 

8 

0 

1       4       0 

32 

»f 

26, 

2     16 

1 

— 

2 

16 

1 

1       6       0 

tt 

99 

27, 

2     15 

0 

— 

2 

15 

0 

1       4     13^ 

34 

»> 

28, 

2       2 

6 

— 

2 

2 

6 

1       2       6A 

33 

9t 

29, 

2       9 

3* 

— 

2 

9 

64 

1       3       5 

35 

9f 

30, 

3       5 

4f 

.- 

3 

5 

44 

,     1       6       24 

37 

«• 

31. 

2     18 

4i 

— 

2 

18 

44 

1     1       5      04 

36 

August  1, 

2       1 

0 

— 

2 

1 

0 

,     1       1       1§ 

»• 

99 

2, 

2     12 

OJ 

— 

2 

12 

^h 

1     1       3      8 

,« 

99 

3, 

1     13 

i 



1 

13 

1 

I     0      7       8 

35 

99 

4, 

I     17 

1 



1 

17 

I 

1     1       1       0 

33 

9» 

s. 

2      0 

4 

— 

2 

0 

4 

I     1       1     10 

»9 

Appbndix  L 

U.  Appendix 
to  Dr.  Kirk- 
p«trick*iRepoTt» 


The  result  of  this  experimeut  wva,  that  each  animal  consumed,  on  an 
average^  1^  cwt.  of  green  succulent  food,  daily. 

ExperimerU,  No.  2. — This  had  reference  to  the  comparative  effect  of 
a  mixture  of  common  salt  and  guano,  and  nitrate  of  soda,  on  the  T^heat 
crop.  The  trial  was  made  on  spring  wheat,  of  the  variety  called Uxbridge, 
and  which  had  not  by  any  means  a  promising  appearance  at  the  time 
the  top-dressing  was  applied.  The  following  is  a  record  of  the  details 
and  results,  viz.  : — 


i 

Date  of 

Date  of 

Mode  of 

Seed  per 

Produce  of  grain 

Produce 
of  straw 

Weight  of 

•s 

■owing. 

leaping. 

•owing. 

sut.  acre. 

per  statute  acre. 

persUtute 

gram  per 
buaheL 

acre. 

i 

acre. 

1        ,     , 

■t.   lU. 

bria.  St.  lb*. 

1 

March 
18tli, 

Sept.  18,  In  drills, 
1854,    8  inches 

3     8 

5  18  13 

2  tons. 

61}  lbs. 

8  Stones  guano, 
and  8  do.  com. 

1854, 

apart, 

mon  salt  mixed 

2 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do.. 

7     8     4 

Do., 

61  lbs. 

4  stones  nitrate 
of  soda,  on 
May  4th. 

3 

Do.. 

Sept.  20, 

Do., 

Do., 

6     5    4 

Do., 

61  lbs. 

None. 

The  plot  top-dressed  with  nitrate  of  goda  produced  the  greatest 
retam  of  grain. 

Experiment,  No,  3. — This  was  made  with  the  view  of  testing  the 
return  of  produce  from  grain  sowed  at  different  distances  apart  in  the 
drills.  The  description  of  grain  experimented  on  was  black  Tartary 
oats ;  the  land  on  which  it  was  grown  was  of  unifonn  quality  through- 
out^ and  in  excellent  condition ;  and  the  yield  in  each  case  was  very 
abundant.    The  foUowing  table  exhibits  the  results : — 
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Table  showing  results  of  Experiment^  No.  3. 


[1864. 


Appendix  I. 

II.  Appendix  to  t 
Dr.  ifek-  2 

pfttrick'fl  report.  ^ 

Hurt  J 
AaricuUural  r. 
inttUution. 


Dfttoof 
Mwing. 


March 
10th, 
1854, 


Do., 


Dfttoof 
reaping. 


AngOflt 
26th, 
1854, 


Do., 


Mode  of 
■owing. 


In  drills. 


Prodttoe  of  grain  per  stetate  Mre. 


8  inches   8nd  do.. 


Ist  quality,  13  10    1 


apart, 

In  drills, 

1 1  inches 

apart. 


3rd    do.. 


2  13    5 
0  10    6 


17     6  12 


1  St  quality,  10  10  1 
2nd  do.,  2  6  0 
3rd    do.,        0    6    9 


13    8  10 


Weight  of 

■traw. 


touL  ewt.it 


2     9    3 


2    4    6 


It  will  be  perceiyed  that  the  grain  sown  at  eight  inches  apart  in 
the  rows  yielded  the  greater  return. 

Experiment^  No,  4. — The  object  in  view  in  trying  this  experiment 
was  to  institute  a  comparison  between  the  produce  of  grain  sown 
broadcast,  and  grain  sown  in  drills  by  the  machine.  The  field  selected 
for  the  purpose  had  been  in  grass  on  the  previous  year,  but  it  was  in 
very  good  condition,  and  well  calculated  to  produce  a  good  crop  of  the 
description  of  oats  suitable  for  it  The  broadcast  plot  was  sown  on 
the  2l8t,  and  the  drilled  plot  on  the  22nd  of  March,  and  both  were 
reaped  on  the  same  day,  the  29th  of  August.  The  following  table 
exhibits  the  returns  : — 


i 

04 

If  ode  of 
■owing. 

Sredper 
■Utttte  Mre. 

Prodnoe  of  grain 
per  sUtate  lore. 

WeigMofgnin 
perbiuhel. 

Weigliiofatnw 
per  sutate  Mie. 

brk.    St.   lbs. 

tou.  owt.  qri.  Ibe. 

1 

In  drills,  10 
inches  ajMurt, 

6  Stones,  of 
14  lbs.  each. 

10     8     7 

40  lbs. 

2     0    0     7 

2 

Broadcast, 

10  stones,  of 
14  lbs.  each, 

10  11     7 

40  lbs. 

t  18     1     6 

Taking  the  seed  into  account  in  each  case,  the  difference  in  the  re- 
turns was  very  trifling — about  two  and  a-half  stones  per  acre  in  favour 
of  the  drilled  plot 

Experiment^  No,  5, — This  had  relation  to  the  probable  effect  of  liquid 
manure,  when  applied  as  a  top-dressing  to  grass.  With  this  object  in 
view,  a  portion  of  field  No  3,  in  the  five-crop  course,  got  occasional 
waterings  of  the  liquid,  whilst  no  application  of  any  kind  was  given 
to  the  remainder.  Four  cuttings,  previous  to  the  ist  of  November, 
were  taken  off  the  part  thufi  top-dressed,  and  only  two  off  the  other. 
The  description  of  grass  on  which  the  experiment  was  made  was  Italian 
rye-grass,  and  the  soil  throughout  the  field  was  of  uniform  quality,  and 
in  very  good  condition.  It  is  only  right  to  remark,  however,  that  the 
field  had  been  in  grass  in  the  previous  year,  and  that,  for  the  most  part, 
the  gnus-crop  of  1854  was  very  defective.  The  following  table  shows 
the  returns : — 
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Table  showing  results  of  Experiment,  No.  5. 


DatoofMttiac. 

Pndiiee,  par 

■te^ute  Mre,  in  % 

green  aUto. 

Total  weight, 
per  statute  aere, 
in  agnen  state. 

I 

l8t  cutting,  lUh  May,  1854,  . 
2nd  cutting,  12th  June, 
Srd  cutting,  4th  August, 
4th  cutting,  27thSeptember9 

]8t  cutting,  nth  May,  1854, 
2nd  cutting,  12th  June, 

toakovt  qn-lta. 
9     0     0     0 

12  10     0     0 
8     0    0     0 
3  19     1  24 

toiWieirt.  ^n.  Ibi. 
S3    9     1  24 

2 

3  10    0     0 
2     0    0     0 

Appsnuix  I. 

II.  Appendix  to 
Dr.Kiirkr^ 
Patrick's  report. 

AlbeH 


snttihitioit, 
ibf. 


The  large  return  of  grass  from  that  portion  of  the  field  to  which 
liquid  manure  was  applied  speaks  so  strongly  in  favour  of  the  use  of 
this  substance  for  manuriaJ  purposes,  that  comment  by  me  on  the 
practice  seems  almost  unnecessary.  In  our  case  the  distribution  was 
effected  by  means  of  the  steam-engine,  a  mode  which,  of  course^  the 
small  fermer  could  not  employ.  He  could  cany  out  the  practice, 
however,  more  extensively  thsji  is  done  at  present,  bj  means  of  the 
liquid  manure  cart.  I  know  that  this  mode  of  distribution  incurs  a 
great  deal  of  expense,  but  the  valuable  returns  which  it  insures  afford 
ample  compensation  for  the  outlay.  So  convinced  am  I  of  the  valuable 
effects  of  liquid  manure,  when  properly  applied,  that  I  look  upon  the 
recent  mode  of  distribution  by  means  of  the  steam-engine— were  it 
possible  that  it  could  be  brought  into  general  use — as  one  of  the  most 
important  agricultural  practices  of  the  day.  By  means  of  it  green 
food  could  be  readily  procured  for  house-fed  cattle  throughout  eight 
or  nine  months  of  the  year;  whilst  the  large  amount  of  food  ob- 
tained from  a  comparatively  small  area  of  land  would  enable  an  in- 
creased number  of  cattle  to  be  kept,  and  of  course  an  increased  produce 
realized. 

Experiment^  No.  6. — This  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  reduction  in  weight  which  green  Italian  rye-grass  undergoes  in 
making  it  into  hay.  With  this  view,  a  portion  of  field,  No.  1,  in  the 
three-crop  course,  was  cut  and  weighed,  and  then  subjected  to  the  usual 
hay- making  process.  In  a  green  state  it  weighed  twelve  tons  per 
statute  acre,  and  when  made  into  hay,  which  occupied  a  period  of 
twelve  days,  it  weighed  two  tons  fifteen  hundred  weight. 

Experiment,  No,  7. — The  object  of  this  experiment  was  to  institute  a 
comparison  between  the  amount  of  produce  obtained  from  beans  to 
which,  in  addition  to  an  average  application  of  farm-yard  manure,  a 
quantity  of  sulphate  of  soda  would  be  allowed.  The  beans  on  which 
the  experiment  was  made  were  those  of  the  winter  variety,  usually 
denominated  Russian  beans,  and  the  land  on  which  they  were  grown 
was  of  good  quality,  though  not  quite  so  heavy  as  this  description- of 
crop  requires.  The  return  was  very  poor,  owing  to  a  severe  attack 
which  the  crop  received  from  the  aphidae  ;  but  as  the  effect  produced 
was  general,  a  record  of  the  results  appears  perfectly  legitimate.  The 
following  table  affords  the  particulars,  viz  : — 
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Appendix  to  Twenty-first  Report  of  Commissioners  [1854. 
Tadlb  showing  results  of  Experiment,  No.  7. 


Date  of 
aowiJig. 

Date  of 
outting. 

Mode  of 
sowing. 

J^ecd  per    P~i;^;;/ 

Weight 
of grain 

I'cr 
bushel 

Wclsht  of 

straw  per 

statute  acre. 

Manure 
applied  !•« 
statute  acre. 

» 

1 

Nov.  10. 
1853, 

Sep.  27, 
1854, 

In  drills. 

30  inches 

apart. 

n 

bushels, 

brU.  at.  lb. 

6  12    8* 

«7  lbs. 

tons  c«t.  qr.  lb. 
14    0    0 

25  tons 

farm-yard, 
an vl  top- 
dressed  on 
12th  May 
with  2  cwt. 
of  sulphate 
of  soda. 

2  i      Do. 

1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

7    8  12 

C6lbs.'  1     8  0  12 

2*)  tons 

farm-yard 

only. 

•  The  barrel  of  beans  contains  20  atones  of  11  lbs.  each. 

It  will  be  seen  that  farm-yard  manure  alone  produced  the  heavier 
return,  both  of  grain  and  straw. 

ExpervmentyNo,  8. — This  had  relation  to  the  flax  crop.  Unfortunately, 
however,  various  circumstances  rendered  any  conclusions  which  might 
be  deduced  from  it  very  unsatisfactory.  I  consider,  therefore,  that  its 
insertion  would  be  productive  of  no  practical  utility,  and  consccjuently 
I  shall  omit  it  altogether. 

Experiment,  No,  9. — This  experiment  was  made  on  the  potato  crop, 
with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether  or  not  tlie  pi-actice  of  pulling  or 
of  cutting  the  stalks,  on  the  appearance  of  the  blight,  be  so  edicacions 
in  preventing  its  injurious  effects  as  is  generally  believed.  In  accord- 
ance with  this  object,  three  equal  portions  of  ground,  on  which  American 
bangors  had  been  planted,  were  measured  off  on  the  first  appearance  of 
the  disease ;  and  every  precaution  8ubse<|ucntly  taken  to  arrive  at  a 
correct  conclusion  in  reference  to  the  matter.  The  following  table 
exhibits  the  particulars,  viz.  : — 


No.  of 
plot,  and 

date  of 
eatting  or 

Date  of 
planting. 

Date  of 
raising 

Mode  of 
vlantinir. 

Prodnoe  per  statute  acre. 

Per  Mint- 
age bad  at 
time  of 
rai*iog. 

Manure 
applied 
per  sta- 

p^^ng^the 

Seund.       |    Unsound. 

Total. 

tute  acre. 

1, 

Stalks 

cut  29th 

July, 

2. 

Stalks 

palled 

29th 

July, 

3, 

Stalks 

neither 

cut  nor 

puUed, 

March  9, 
1654, 

Do. 
Do* 

Oct,  10, 

Do. 
Do. 

In  drills 

28  inches 

apart,  & 

plants  12 

inches 

asunder 

in  the 

rows. 

Do. 

Do. 

toot  cwt.  qr.  lb. 

6    9   2  16 

6    14    0  7 
8  10  3  16 

(oDt  cwt.  qr.  Ih. 

0    3    3  20 

0    3    3  20 
14    2     6 

ton*  owt.  qr.  lb. 

6  13    2    8 

6   17  3  28 
9  15  I  22 

3, 
nearly. 

2|,  do. 
l2i,do. 

30  tons 
farm- 
yard. 

Do. 
Do. 

1 
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The  above  experiment  goes  to  show,  that  though  there  will  likely  be  Appendix  L 
a  greater  per  centage  of  ansound  potatoes  in  a  crop,  the  stalks  of  which  jj  a  J^d'x 
have  neither  been  cut  nor  pulled,  yet,  on  the  whole,  the  quantity  of  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
soond  will  be  much  greater.     The  prevalent  opinion,  therefore,  regard-  Patrick's  Report, 
ing  this  practice  cannot  be  implicitly  relied  on. 


Escperimenty  No,  10. — This  was  another  experiment  on  the  potato. 
It  was  made  with  the  view  of  testing  the  relative  productiveness  of 
different  varieties.  The  land  was  of  the  same  quality  throughout, 
received  the  same  kind  and  quantity  of  manure,  and  was  cultivated  in 
the  same  manner  in  each  case.  The  subjoined  table  contains  the  par- 
ticulars and  results  in  regard  to  it,  viz. : — 


AlUH 

Affrieuitural 
Institution. 


Variety 
ofpouta 

D»toof 
pUnUuff. 

Mode  of 
planUng. 

Date  of 

nUing. 

Produoe  p«r  tUtnte  acre. 

Por 

eon  tag* 
dijeaMd 

Uaoara 
appllod 
peraora 
BUtnta. 

£ 

SoancL 

Unwund. 

Total. 

1 

White 
Bocks, 

March  8, 
1854, 

In  drills 
28  inches 

apart, 

and 

plants  12 

inches 
asunder 

in  the 

rows. 

Oct.  10, 

tons  ewt.  qr.  lb. 
113  2    9 

tou  owt.  qr.  lb 
0    ti    1     5 

toot  ewt.  qr.  lb. 
11  9  3  14 

21 

30  Tons 
fann- 
yard 

manure. 

2 

Walker's 
Earlles, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do.  18th 

9  12  1  25 

0  18  2  26 

10  110  23 

9 

Do. 

3 

Ameri. 

can 
EarUes, 

Do.  9th, 

Do. 

Do.  19th 

9  19  0  13 

0  15  3    7 

10  14  3  20 

H 

Do. 

4 

Pink 

E;es, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

9   6    2  20 

0   3   3     2 

9  10  1  92 

2 

nearly. 

Do. 

9 

Kemps, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do.  nth 

9  7    3     8 

0   6    2    5 

9  14  I   13 

H 

Do. 

By  a  perusal  of  the  foregoing  returns  it  will  be  perceived  that  the 
variety  denominated  **  White  Bocks  "  was  the  most  productive,  and  on 
the  whole,  least  affected  with  the  disease.  So  much  has  this  been  the 
case,  in  my  own  experience  throughout  the  last  few  years,  that  I  have 
made  it  a  point  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  crop  should  consist  of  this 
variety.  It  is  not  so  fine  a  potato,  nor  so  mealy  in  quality,  as  the 
Kemp ;  but  it  is  more  productive,  less  liable  to  disease^  and  in  many 
other  respects  very  little  inferior. 

Experiment^  No,  11. — This  was  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  relative  efficacy  of  a  variety  of  manures  in  the  production 
of  the  Swedish  turnip.  Xfnfortunately,  however,  the  crop  became  dis- 
eased with  finger  and  toes  to  an  almost  unprecedented  extent,  and  thus 
rendered  it  almost  impossible  to  arrive  at  any  definite  conclusions  in 
reference  to  it  A  record  of  the  trial,  however,  may  prove  interesting, 
and  therefore  I  furnish  it  in  the  annexed  table. 
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Table  showiDg  results  of  Experiment^  No.  11. 


of 
Plot 

Kind 

of 

Tonlp. 

Date 

of 

Sowing. 

Dato 

of 
SaTing. 

Mode 

of 
Sowing. 

Kind  of 

Manure  applied 

per 

StatatoAera^ 

Boota. 

Top^ 

Total 

tODa0irt.qn.Ib*. 

tOMCirtqM.n)i. 

\ 

Skirving'8 
improved 
Swede, 

1854, 
May  29, 

1855, 
Januaiy 

IndrUl8  30 
inoha.  apart 
and  plants 
13     fnehas 
asonder  in 
the  rowfl. 

6     119 

1  14  2  18 

7  15  3  26 

4  ewt  com.  salt, 
9  cwt  guano, 
andlowtnitnt* 
of  soda. 

2 

Do., 

*f 

»» 

Bo., 

6  13  1     9 

1  16  0     0 

8    9  19 

4  ewt  eonu  salt, 
2  ewt.  guano, 
and  1  ewt.  nil- 
phateof  soda 

3 

Bo., 

>> 

Bo., 

8    4  0    0 

2     6-2  18 

10  10  2  18 

6  ewt  guana 

4 

Bo., 

»» 

Bo., 

6    5  19 

1     8  2  18 

6  13  3  27 

10  ewt  Perry'a 
manure. 

,    6 

Bo., 

>» 

Do., 

6    7  19 

0  19  1     9 

6    6  2  18 

6  ewt  Peiry's 
manure. 

« 

Bo., 

%f 

Bo., 

6    6  19 

18  0    0 

7  13  1     9 

ISowt  Clanon'a 
No.  1  manurei 

7 

Bo., 

»p 

Do., 

6     8  0    0 

18  0    0 

7  16  0    0 

IS  ewt  ClasKm'e 
No.  8  manure. 

6 

Bo., 

»> 

Do., 

•     •     • 

Not  weighed 

.     .     . 

IS  ewt  Classen's 
Na  8  manure. 

9 

Bo., 

»* 

Do., 

4  18  2  18 

18  0    0 

6     6  2  18  12cwt.C]aaMm>a 
Naimaooxei 

10 

Bo., 

,. 

Do., 

5     91     9 

18  0    0 

6  17  1     9 

iSewtClasMn'a 

NaS  manure. 

11 

Bo., 

•» 

Do., 

5     6  2  18 

1   17  1     9 

7    3  3  27 

lSewtClaaw>&'s 
No.  6  manure. 

12 

Bo., 

»♦ 

Do., 

10     1  0  19 

1  17  2  16 

11   18  3     7 

IStonsfarm-rard 
and  2  cwt  gu- 
ana 

13 

Bo., 

»> 

Do., 

10  10  0    0 

2    0  0    0 

12  10  0     0 

16tonsftrm-7ard 
and  6  ewt  of 
Perry's  mannra 

14 

Bo., 

♦» 

Do., 

12  11  I     9 

2    82  18 

14  19  3  27 

SOtons&rm-jard 
manure. 

15 

Bo., 

»» 

Do., 

5    7  19 

19  17 

6  16  2  16 

No  manure. 

An  examination  of  tbe  foregoing  table  points  out  unmistakably 
that  farm-yard  manure — even  under  the  unfovourable  circumstances 
previously  referred  to — yielded  the  largest  produce :  and  that  the  plot 
to  which  no  manure  was  applied  gave  as  large  a  return  as  some  of 
those  which  got  a  very  fair  allowance  of  artificial  manure. 

Experiment,  No,  12. — This  had  reference  to  the  comparative  produce 
which  the  usual  varieties  of  field  carrots  would  yield  from  different 
kinds  of  manure.  The  experiment  was  prompted  by  the  circumstance 
that  the  carrot  crop  has  seldom  succeeded  well  on  the  fiirm  j  and  it  was 
therefore  considered  advisable  to  give  it  a  trial  with  £u*m-yard  manure 
in  different  quantities — mixed  with  other  manurial  substances.  The 
fbUowing  table  furnishes  the  particulars  and  results. 
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of 

Plot. 

Variety 
of  Carrot. 

Date 

of 

SowiDg. 

Date 

of 

Railing. 

Mode 

of 

Sowing. 

Prodaeo  per  Statste  Acre. 

Manure  applied 

Root!. 

Top* 

Total. 

1 

3 
3 
4 
5 

6 

7 

Altrmgham, 

Orange, 

White  Belguui 
Do., 
Dov, 

Do., 

Do., 

1654, 
AprUl 

ft 

1864, 
Dec.  6 

In 
drUls 
28  in. 
apart. 
Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

teMewt.4in.Ita. 
4  19  3  12 

7  15  i  23 

9  10  0  14 
10    0  S    0 
•     .     . 

5      10     0 

3    7  2     1 

toiHewi.4n.Ibi. 

2  1  3  23 

3  9  1   11 

4  11  2    7 
4    0  2    0 
Not  taken. 

1  12  0    0 

112    4 

toBiewl4n.lta. 
7     13    7 

11     4  8    6 
14     1  2  21 
14     1  0    0 

6  13  0    0 
4    d  0  25 

S6  tone  iarm-yaid, 
and  a  miztue  of  6 
buafaele  of  oommoB 
nit  and  6  of  foot 

Do. 

Do. 

35  tone  frtm-yaid, 
only. 

nitonefkrm.yaid, 
and  a  miztue  of  6 
bnahelaofoommon 
•a]t,and6ofioot 

19   eommon    aalt. 
mixed. 

The  yarietj  of  carrot  which  yielded  the  heaviest  return  in  the  above 
experiment  was  the  white  Belgian ;  and  the  kind  of  manure  which 
produced  the  best,  at  the  cheapest  cost,  was  farm-yard — applied  in 
full  quantity.  The  opinion  generally  entertained  that  common  salt 
and  soot — ^mixed — ^prove  exceedingly  useful  to  the  carrot  crop,  was 
certainly  not  confirmed  by  the  results  obtained  from  their  application 
in  this  < 


Experiment,  I^o,  13. — This  had  relation  to  the  amount  of  acreable 
produce  which  the  common  varieties  of  mangel  wunel  would  yield  from 
&rm-yard  manure,  applied  in  equal  quantities.  The  subjoined  table 
afibrds  the  results,  vis. :— 


1 

Variety 
of  Mangel. 

Date 

of 

Sowing. 

Date 

of 

Baking. 

Mode 

of  Sowing. 

Prodaee  per  SUtnte  Aere. 

Manure 
Storate  Aore. 

i 

Boot*. 

Tope. 

ToteL 

tow  ewt.qn.Ita. 

1 
S 

Yellow  globe, 
Long  red. 

1854, 
ApL27 

Do., 

1854, 
Nov.  27 

Do., 

IndrillBSO 
inches  apart 
-^plants  13 
in.  asunder 
in  the  rows. 
Do., 

28  13  2     0 
18  19  2    2 

12     6  0  26 
9  17  1  11 

40  19  2  26 
28  16  3  13 

30tonsfann- 
yard. 

Do. 

3 

Red  globe. 

Do., 

pov.  30 

Do., 

27  13  0  27 

10  18  0  21 

38  11   1  20 

Do. 

4 

Longjellow,  Do., 

1 

Do., 

Do., 

19  13  3  25 

9  14  1  23 

29    8  1  20 

Do. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  yellow  and  red  globe  varieties  produced, 
respectively,  the  heaviest  return,  both  as  regard  roots  and  tops. 

Experiment,  No.  14. — This  experiment  was  made  with  the  view  o^ 
testing  the  efficacy  of  Messrs.  Classen  and  Perry's  manures,  as  com- 
pared with  farm-yard  manure  and  guano.  The  following  results  were 
obtained. 
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Appendix  I.  Tablk  showing  results  of  Experiment,  No.  14. 


li.  Appendix 
to  Dr.  Kirk- 
patrick^sRoport 

•1 

i 

Kind  of  Crop. 

Prodace  per  Statute  Acre. 

Mannre  applied  per 

jilbert 
Aqricttltural 
iMtituHon. 

RooU 

Topa 

Total 

Statute  Acre. 

1 

2 

Yellow  globe 

mangel. 

Ditto, 

toni.  cwt. 

24  14 

25  16 

3     4 
2  18 

ton*.  et«t.  qrt.  Ibt. 

Not  taken. 
10    1     1  26 

torn.  cwt.  qra.  Ite. 
35  18    0  17 

30  tons  farm- jTBid. 

15  tons  fitrm-jard, 
and  5  cwt.  Pfenj's 
manure. 

3 

Ditto, 

25  12 

2    0 

11    0    3    9 

36  13     1     9 

15  tons  farm-yard, 
and  2^  cwt.  goano. 

4 

Ditto, 

22     7 

3  16 

11  12    1     4 

34     0    0  23 

10  cwt.  of  Penj* 
manure. 

6 

Ditto, 

18  ID 

0  18 

11  14     1  14 

30  13     2     4 

6  cwt.  ditto. 

6 

Ditto, 

20    4 

0  18 

11  11     1     0 

31  15     1  18 

5  cwt.  guano. 

7 

Ditto, 

Data  for  cal 

culating  the 
fully  noted. 

produce  not 

12  cwt.  of  Classon'si 
No.  1  nuinure. 

6 

Ditto, 

17  16 

0  23 

9  13    3    0 

27    8    3  23 

12  cwt.  of  Claason's 
No.  3  manure. 

9 

Ditto, 

23  13 

0  19 

12  13    2  17 

36    6    3    8 

12  cwt.  of  Claasoo's 
No.  4  manure. 

A  rev^iew  of  the  foregoing  returns  shows  that  only  a  slight  difference 
of  produce  resulted  from  half  Eeirm-yard  manure  with  fire  cwt.  of 
Perrj*S;  and  half  farm-yard  mauure  with  two  and  a-half  cwt.  of  guano. 

Also,  the  produce  from  a  full  allowance  of  farm-yard  mannre  (plot 
No.  1)  stands  second  on  the  list  in  point  of  weight^-an  occurrenoe 
which  is  rather  unusual — as  in  general  it  stands  first 

Again,  by  comparing  the  returns  from  plots  9,  4,  and  6  with  each 
other,  it  will  be  perceived  that  twelve  cwt.  of  Classen's  No.  4  manure 
produced  a  heavier  produce,  than  either  ten  cwt.  of  Perry's  or  five  cwt. 
of  guano  ;  and  that  as  regards  the  two  latter.  Perry's  took  the  lead. 

rurther,  a  comparison  of  plots  6  and  8  shows,  that  five  cwt.  of 
Perry's  manure  produced  a  heavier  crop,  than  twelve  owt  of  Classon's 
No.  3. 

On  the  whole,  the  effect  produced  by  Perry's  manure,  in  this  experi- 
ment, speaks  favourably  on  behalf  it. 

Experiment,  No,  15. — This  was  instituted  with  the  view  of  ascer- 
taining the  relative  effect  of  farm-yard  mannre  and  vitriolized  bone 
compound,  and  farm-yard  manure  and  guano,  in  the  production  of 
Swedish  turnips.  The  field  on  which  the  experiment  was  carried  out, 
and  which  was  recently  rented,  had  been  in  grass  for  a  number  of  years 
previously ;  and  had  been  laid  down  by  the  former  occupant  in  an 
extremely  dirty  state.  To  prepare  it  properly,  therefore,  for  a  crop 
of  turnips,  in  the  spring  season  of  the  year,  was  impracticable  ;  and 
consequently,  it  was  not  well  suited  for  tne  purpose  intended.  Neces- 
sity, however,  compelled  its  selection.  The  seed  was  sown  on  the 
20th  June — at  too  late  a  season  to  expect  a  heavy  return — and  the 
mode  of  cultivation  was  the  same  as  that  usually  pursued.  The  fol- 
lowing table  shows  the  returns,  vix.  :-* 
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Appendix  L  : 


No- 

Kind  of 
Crop. 

Prodace  per  SUtnto  Acre. 

II.  Appendix 
Murare  applied           to  Dr.  Kiric- 

of 
Plot 

Boots. 

Top* 

ToUl. 

por                  pstrick'sReport. 

1 

Skirring's   17    3   'o*  4     s'  8    0*  7*^;  21*'    1     O^u" 
imrroved                        1                      i 
Swede.                          1                      1 

Aanemitural 
24  tons  farm-yard,      IniUMi^. 
and  2|  cwt.  guano. 

2 

Ditto, 

16    8    0  26     3    0    1  10    19    8    2    8|   24  tons  farm-yard,  4 
1                                           !     cwt.TitiiolizedbOAe 

1                     1     compound. 

3        Ditto, 

8    7    0  19     2  14    2  23]  11     I    3  14,   Ko  manure. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  an  examination  of  tbe  foregoing  tabulated 
returns,  that  &rm-yard  manure  and  guano  produced  a  rather  heayier 
crop  than  farm-yard  manure  and  vitriolized  bone  compound.  Both 
applications^  however,  constitute  manure  of  exceedingly  fertilizing 
properties;  and  unless  in  very  unfavourable  circumstances,  scarcely 
ever  produce  disappointment.  The  returns  given  are  comparatively 
small,  but  for  the  reasons  previously  stated,  this  was  to  be  expected. 

Experiment  No,  16. — This  was  made  on  a  part  of  the  same  field  as 
that  on  which  the  preceding  experiment  was  carried  out ;  consequently, 
the  circumstances  mentioned  in  reference  to  it  operated  in  a  somewhat 
similar  manner  in  regard  to  this  case  also.  The  object  of  this  experi- 
ment was  to  test  the  productive  powers  of  different  descriptions  of 
manure  in  the  growth  of  Aberdeen  turnips ;  and  though  the  produce, 
in  each  case,  was  comparatively  low,  yet,  as  all  the  separate  plots  got 
the  same  treatment,  &c.,  the  results  may  be  taken  as  sufficiently  ac- 
curate tests  of  the  fertilizing  properties  of  the  different  manures  used. 
The  following  table  affords  a  record  of  the  results,  viz. : — 


No. 

Kind  of 
Crop. 

Prodone  par  Stotuto  Aoro. 

Manan  applied 

of 
Plot 

BooU                  Tops. 

Total. 

per 
SUtnte  Aero. 

1 

Aberdeen 
turnips. 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 

6  17 

qn.  llw. 
1  12 

tool,  ewt.  qn.  Ibi. 
3     9     1  24 

torn,  ewt. 
10     6 

V*.lbl. 

3     8 

Nonuumva. 

2 
3 

11  12 
10    4 

3  14 
2  13 

3  17     2  14 
6    3    0    6 

15  10 
15    7 

2     0 
2  19 

SOtonafimD-Taid. 

8  ewt  of  the  ante  of  tk« 

London  Ifannre  Com- 

pany. 

4 

Ditto, 

8    8 

3    Q 

3    0    2  14 

11     9 

1  14 

8  owtTitrloUiedboneeon- 
ponnd. 

5 
6 

Ditto, 
Ditto, 

9  10 
7     5 

3  25 
8  13 

4  13    0  26 
3  12     0  20 

14     4 
10  18 

0  23 
0     5 

4ewtgnaao^ 
phate. 

7 

Ditto, 

6     8 

1  12 

3  17     2     7 

10     5 

3     7 

11  ewt  Perry's  Maniin. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  statistical  table,  that  farm-yard 
manure  produced  the  highest  return ;  the  urate  of  the  London  Manure 
Company  the  next ;  guano  the  next ;  vitriolized  bone  compound  the 
next ;  Lftwes'  superphosphate  the  next;  and  Periy's  manure  the  next. 
Heretofore  I  had  very  little  experience  of  the  urate  of  the  London 
Manura^mpany,  but  from  the  above  trial  I  am  disposed  to  consider 
it  a^ricb  and  valuable  fertilizer. 
'"^Ibe  foregoing  experiments  comprise  all  those  which  were  carried 
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Appehdix  I,    out  with  accuracy.    A  few  others  were  made,  but  slight  errors  haviDg 

U.  Appendix     0<5curred  in  their  management,  I  have  suppressed  them  altogether. 

to'or.  Kirk-      Amougst  thoso  thus  Suppressed,  there  was  one  attempted  which  I 

patrick'aB^port.  intended  should  receive  particular  attention,   viz.  : — the  growth  of 

'^jl,gfi        turnips  or  mangel  wnrzel  at  different  distances  ;  but  in  the  course  of 

jgricuHum}    it«  management  I  discovered  an  error  which  induced  me  at  once  to 

ImtHution.     abandon  it. 

As  usual,  pleura-pneumonia  made  occasional  inroads  on  the  cattle, 
but,  with  this  exception,  no  other  casualties  of  importance  occurred. 
«Thi8  is  a  scourge  which  I  believe  no  human  foresight  can  completely 
ward  off;  nor,  when  it  has  reached  a  certain  stage,  veterinary  skill 
overcome. 

Appended  to  this  Report  are  a  few  of  the  entries  in  the  Visitors' 
Book,  a  list  of  the  pupils  who  left,  a  general  statistical  summary  of  the 
cropping  of  1854,  and  the  result  of  the  transactions  during  a  period  of 
seventeen  months,  to  all  of  which  I  beg  respectfully  to  invite  your 
•attention. 

John  Donaoht. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1854.] 


ofNatimal  Education  in  Ireland. 


195 


Nahbs  of  AoRioiTLTTrBAL  PiTPiLs  and  Teachess  wlio  left  the  Albb&t   Anmiz  I. 
Agricxtltural  Training    Institution,    Glasneyin,    between   Iflt  II.  Appendix 

-^    -.         ,  «^      ,  .     ,     .     ,  to  Dr.  Kirk-' 


Norember,  18^ 

>3,  and  Slst 

MaTct,  Ifi 

155,  inclusiv^elj. 

patriek'sReport. 
Albert 

No. 

i    KHnMofPupOiand 

1       --^ 

.    Satsofentnae* 
1      orPuplltsnd 
1          Iteebert. 

Dat«oflcaTla« 

of  Pupils  and 

TMcbm. 

DeMtnaUoBonliaTlM- 

AffrieulimU 
InMiiMiom. 

1858. 

1 

RobeH  Hunter 

May  18.       IMS'' Nor.    7      . 

Went  home. 

2 

Michael  O'DriaooU 

Be-admitted 
Jan.  4,         1853 

Not.  17      . 

Went  home. 

3 

John  Coakl«r 

Fob.  10,       1852 

Not.  21      . 

Enlisted  in  the  Corps  of  Sappers  and  Minen. 

4 

Patrick  Donegan   . 

Feb,  29.       1852 

Not.  21      . 

Enlisted  in  the  Corps  of  Sappers  and  Minsn. 

5 

Michael  Cottroll    . 

April  1.       1853 

Not.  21      . 

Enluted  in  the  Corps  of  Sappers  and  Minsra. 

6 

James  Wiggina 

Augusts,    1852 

Not.  26 

EnUsted  in  the  Corps  of  Sappers  and  Uinais. 

7 

Michael  AnibroM  . 

April  12,     1853 

Dee.  24 

1854. 

Jan.    ft 

SUted  that  he  was  going  home. 

8 

George  Hunter 

Deo.  31,      1852 

Went  to  the  United  States,  N.  A. 

9 

John  Norton  . 

Jan.  9,         1854  i  Jan.  20      . 

Wont  home. 

10 

Terence  M'Oowan. 

May  13,       1853 

Jan.  16      . 

Went  home. 

11 

James  Herbert 

Feb.  4,         1853 

Jan.  30      . 

Went  homcL 

12 

SamaelBeU  . 

Mareh  8,     1852 

Feb.  8 

School 
Agriculturist  at  Kyle  Park  Model  Farm. 
Went  home. 

13 

Patriek  Stephens  . 

May  1.         1851 

Feb.  6 

14 

James  Graham 

Feb.  20,      1852 

F.b.  21       . 

15 

Laoghlin  Ryan      . 

Jan.  18,       1854 

Feb.  28      . 

To  teach  an  agricultural  sohooL 

16 

Bernard  Kilkelly  . 

July  9,         1852 

March  15    . 

Appointment  as  OTerseer  of  dzainsfs. 
Went  home. 

17 

Bernard  Kearney  . 

March  9,     1854 

March  28    . 

18 

William  Bojle       . 

He-admitted 
Feb.  3,        1854 

March  25   . 

Agriculturist  at  DenrflisUa  AgrionltuiBl 

19 

John  Haghes 

May  20,       1852 

April  26     . 

Went  home. 

20 

John  M'Kelroy     . 

May  6,        1852 

May  9 

Went  home. 

21 

May  1,        1854 

May  28 

Went  home. 

22 

Francis  O'Higgins. 

March  22,  1854 

May  25 

Went  home. 

23 

Thomas  Bourke 

June  5,        1852 

June  6 

Went  home. 

24 

Richard  Maeken    . 

Fob.  20,       1854 

June  6 

Went  home  owing  to  indispoiiUdn. 

25 

James  Boarke 

April  22,      1854 
Ro-admittod 

Jnne  20      . 

Went  home. 

26 

Denis  Bullea. 

Juno  28      . 

Agriculturist  at  Mitohelstown  Poor  Uw 

Deo.  7,        1853 

Union. 

27 

John  Fitzgerald     . 
Patriek  Ward 

June  14,      1852 

July  7 

Went  home. 

ii 

Feb.  20.       1854 

July  17      . 

Went  home. 

29 

Edward  Doran 

August  7,   1852 

August  9    . 

Went  home 

30 

John  M'Mahon      . 

October  6,   1852 

August  25  . 

Went  homei 

31 

Thomas  Palmer 

August  25,  1852 

August  29  . 

Went  home. 

32 
33 

Jbhn  Kerr      . 
James  Hearej 

Dec.  3,        1852 
August  18,  1854 

August  29  . 
August  28  . 

Went  to  Mr.  Campbell  to  lean  gardening. 

doctor  (Dr.  M'Cready). 
Went  home  to  &rm  on  his  own  aoooimt 

34 

Thomas  Collins 

Sept  7.        1852 

Sept.  9       . 

33 

John  Johnstone      . 

March  81,  1858 

Sept  9 

Went  home. 

30 

John  Wilson  . 

Feb.  20,       1854 

S«.pt.  11      . 

Went  home. 

37 

Thomas  Baniei{ 

Re-admitted 
Dee.  17,       1852 

Sept  80     . 

Went  home. 

38 

Patrick  M'Grath   . 

Jan.  27,       1853 

October  23. 

Went  home  on  aooonat  of  his  &th«r's  illnsss. 

39 

Timothy  Cas«y 

October  15, 1862 

October  24. 

Went  home. 

40 

Patrick  Maloney    . 

October  20, 1852 

October  24. 

Went  homeu 

41 

Thomas  Jordan 

Not.  20,        1852 

Not.  29      . 

Went  home. 

41 

Jeremiah  M'Mahon 

Nor.  23,      1852 

Not.  29      . 

Went  homo. 

43 

James  M'Cann 

Feb.  20,       1854 

Dee.  20      . 

Went  home. 

44 

John  Hynes 

Doc.  21,       1852 

Dec.  28 

Went  homeu 

43 

Peter  Prendergast . 

June  6,         1858 

Dee.  25 

Went  home. 

46 

James  Byrne 

He-admitted 
Sept.  18,      1854 

Deo.  2ft 

Went  home. 

47 

Adsm  Boehe 

Dec.  29,      1852 

Dea  29      . 

1855. 
Jan.  8 

WenthomsL 

48 

Henry  Clarke 

Jan.  11,       1853 

Appointed  to  DerryoasUe  Agrioaltmal 

School,  as  agriculturist 

49 

Thomas  M'Cabe    . 

Sept  1.        1853 

Jan.  12 

Agriculturist  to  Bath  Model  Farm. 

60 

Hash  Lynch 

Feb.  14,       1853 

Jan.  22 

Went  home. 

61 

John  Hayes    . 

October  26, 1853 

Jan.  24 

Lefi  without  reporting. 

52 

John  Owens  . 

June  27,       1851 

Jan.  27 

Agricultural  teacher. 

53 

Thomas  Manley     . 

Dee.  21.        1852 

Feb.  26 

Agriculturist  to  the  KUkenny  Model  Farm. 

54 

William  Gltndun  . 

March  8,      1854 

March  4      . 

Do  not  know. 

55 

PUlip  Germaino   . 

Feb.  20,       1854 

March  A      . 

Do  net  know. 

56 

James  Pristo  . 

Feb.  8,         1854 

March  7      . 

To  manage  business  for  H.  K  H.  Priaoa 
Albert 

Went  home. 

57 

John  M'Feeley      . 

July  1,         1854 

March  12   . 

58 

Thomas  M'Oloin   . 

Feb.  20,       1854 

March  16    . 

59 

Prwipia  Ryan 

Jan.  .3,         1854 

March  30    . 

Went  home. 

60 

James  Armstrong  . 

Feb.  20,       1854 

March  31    . 

To  Jamaica,  as  an  apprenticed  plantm-. 
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2.  Glasnevin  Industbial  National  School.  A»fmcwx  l 

March,  1855.     n.^P^i- 

I.  Industrial  Class, — This  class  at  present  consists  of  seventeen  P«*n«|™«P<«*- 
bojs,  from  ten  to  eighteen  ye&rs  of  age,  wlio  are  employed  two  hoars     Qhunwm 
each  day,  after  the  ordinary  school  business,  in  the  cultivation  of  the     ^*^**^!^ 


gardens ;  and  their  uniform  good  conduct,  and  very  great  attention  to 
the  several  duties  of  the  literary  and  industrial  departments,  have,  on 
all  occasions,  afforded  me  much  pleasure  and  entire  satisfskction.  So 
great  has  been  the  desire  of  the  children  to  become  members  of  the 
class,  that  I  was  induced  to  increase  the  number  from  twelve  to 
fifteen,  and  subsequently  to  seventeen  pupils,  in  order  to  enable  me  to 
meet  the  numerous  applications  for  admission. 

II.  Agriadtural  Class, — The  Agricultural  Class  at  present  consists 
of  thirty  boys,  selected  from  the  Fifth,  Fourth,  Third,  and  Sequel  classes. 
They  receive  agricultural  instruction  half  an  hour  each  day— on  Mon- 
days, Wednesdays,  and  Fridays — and  are  taken  to  the  gardens  to  wit- 
ness the  different  operations  and  preparatory  processes  of  any  practical 
utility ;  and  thus  from  personal  observation,  and  by  taking  an  active 
part  in  the  work,  they  become  permanently  impressed  with  a  correct 
system  of  improved  management. 

III.  Courses  of  Cropping  pursued. — The  "three,"  "four,"  and  **six* 
course  rotations  have  been  carried  out  in  the  different  gardens  with 
great  success :  the  three  and  four  in  the  allotment  gardens,  the  foor 
in  the  lower  gardens  in  immediate  connexion  with  the  training  estab- 
lishment, and  the  six  on  the  school  or  model  gardens. 

Diagram  illustrating  the  Six-ooubsb  Rotation  pursued  in  the  School 
or  Model  Qarden. 

A. — ^In  March  sow  parsnips  and  carrots  in  diiUs  fourteen  inches  apart,  and 
in  April  sow  red  beet.  When  taken  off  in  October,  clean,  manure,  fork 
over,  and  plant  the  ground  with  Konpareil,  of  the  August  sowing,  twenty- 
eight  inches  by  fourteen  inches  in  the  line. 

B. — Fint  Crop. — ^Nonpareil  Cabbage  planted  in  October,  tirenty-eigfat 
inches  by  fourteen  inches  in  the  line. 

Second  Crop. — In  March  interline  the  cabbage  in  the  alternate  rows 
with  beans,  in  double  line. 

TViirrf  Crop — ^When  the  cabbage  has  been  taken  off  in  May,  fork 
between,  and  mould  the  beans,  and  interline  with  cauliflowers. 

Fourth  Crop. — ^When  the  cauliflowers  have  been  drawn  off  in  July, 
refork  between  the  beans,  and  plant  out  borecole,  or  Savoy,  in  double 
rows,  between  the  beans,  exactly  in  the  same  position  as  occupied  bv 
the  first  crop  of  York.  As  soon  as  the  beans  have  been  harvested,  fork 
between,  and  mould  the  greens,  or  Savoys,  as  the  case  may  be. 

C— General  crop  of  onions,  sown  in  March  in  four  feet  beds,  with  eighteen 
inch  alleys.  Plant  the  alleys  with  cauliflowers.  When  the  onions  are 
removed  in  the  end  of  August,  or  early  in  September,  clean,  manure 
highly,  fork  over,  and  plant  the  ground  with  cauliflowers  twenty-eight 
inches  by  eighteen  inches  in  the  line. 

D.— JFB^sf  Cr<>p.— Cauliflower,  twenty-eight  inches  by  eighteen  inches  in 
the  Une,  taken  from  plants  of  the  August  sowing. 

Second  Crop, — In  March  interline  the  cauliflowers  with  potatoes;  as 
the  cauliflowers  are  removed,  in  May,  fork  between,  and  mould  the 
potatoes. 

Third  Crop ^In  June  land  potatoes,  and  plant  between  the  drills 

flowering  broccoli,  two  feet  in  the  line,  giving  plenty  of  manure. 

£. — Table  turnips,  in  succession,  from  March.  For  the  very  earlv  sowings 
select  the  White  and  Green  Dutch,  as  they  are  not  liable,  like  the  others, 
to  run  to  teed ;  but  after  the  SOth  of  April,  the  White  Stone^  Malteese, 
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or  Orange  Jelly,  may  be  eown  with  safety.  Where  the  very  early  sow- 
ings have  been,  make  the  July  sowing  of  Nonpareil. 

When  the  turnips  have  been  remoTed.  by  September,  clean,  manure, 
fork  over,  and  plant  Nonpareil  twenty-eight  inches  by  fourteen  inches  in 
the  Ime. 

F. — Fir«t  Crop Early  Nonpareil  Cabbasres,  planted  in  September,  twenty- 
eight  inches  by  fourteen  inches  in  the  Une,  and  taken  from  the  nursery  of 
July  sowing. 

Second  Crop. — ^In  March  interline  the  Nonpareil  with  very  early  pota- 
toes, vi2. : — ^Fortyfolds,  Prince  Regents,  or  Kemps.  The  cabbage  will  be 
ready  for  use  in  the  end  of  April  and  beginning  of  May,  and  should  be 
removed  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  the  potatoes  forked  between, 
and  highly  moulded,  to  encourage  in  them  a  more  rapid  growth. 

Third  Crop When  the  potatoes  have  been  taken  off  in  the  end  of 

June,  and  early  in  July,  plant  celery  in  drills  four  feet  apart,  and  four 
inches  in  the  line. 

On  examination  of  the  abore  diagram  it  will  be  seen  that  thirteen 
full  crops  have  been  h«j*ve8ted  on  the  six  divisions  within  the  same 
year,  without  interfering  with  the  preparatory  crops  of  the  ensuing 
season ;  and,  by  observing  a  strict  adherence  to  the  rotation,  a  very 
great  variety  of  the  most  useful  vegetables  for  table  shall  have  been 
cultivated.  The  crops  succeed  each  other  in  the  order  of  the  letters 
by  which  each  has  been  denoted ;  thus — ^A  is  succeeded  by  B,  B  by  C, 
C  by  D,  D  by  E,  E  by  F,  and  F  by  A. 

IV.  Pigs  and  Piggeries. — Special  allusion  having  been  made  to  this 
important  subject  in  my  last  report,  it  now  remains  for  me  to  detail  its 
practical  working,  and  the  profits  accruing  tberefrom,  to  the  industrial 
department,  viz. : — 

Dr,  Industrial  Department. 

1854.  £   8.  d. 

May.    To  six  store  pigs,  purchased  at  the  Albert  Institution,   .        .900 

I>ec.      ,,  Bran  and  pollard,  to  this  date, 4    7    8 

„      By  balance,  being  gain U    3    0 


Contra. 


£27  10  8 
Cr. 

£    s.  d. 

Dec.  28.    By  six  pigs,  sold  in  Smithfield  market 23    0  8 

,,         ,,  Fifteen  loads  of  manure,  made  by  animals  to  this  date, 

at  6s.  per  load, 4  10  0 


1854. 


£27  10    8 


Tbe  above  item  of  £14  Zs.  may  be  considered  as  clear  gain  to  the 
Oommissioners,  as  nothing  but  the  mere  refuse,  heretofore  consigned  to 
the  ash-pit  and  manure  heap,  has  been  consumed  by  these  animals, 
except  the  bran  and  poUard,  noted  on  the  debit  side  of  the  account ; 
and  as  we  shall  be  able  to  feed  two  sets  of  pigs  each  year,  in  future, 
an  item  for  pork  of  £28  or  £30  may  be  fairly  estimated  as  an  annual 
increase  to  the  credit  of  the  industrial  department ;  thus  permanently 
impressing  on  the  minds  of  the  younger  pupils,  by  whom  this  depart- 
ment is  principally  managed,  the  great  importance  of  aUoioing  nothing 
to  go  to  waste,  but  that  every  thing  should  be  turned  to  a  usrful  and  a 
profitable  purpose.  The  labour  of  even  the  youngest  children  has  been 
employed  also  with  advantage,  when  not  required  for  other  purposes, 
in  collecting,  cleaning,  cutting,  and  cooking  all  the  available  vegetable 
refuse  of  the  entire  ^udens  for  feeding. 

y.  Allotmerd  System, — This  department  continues  to  work  with  the 
nsual  successful  and  satisfactory  results,  as  may  be  seen  on  reference  to 
its  several  aocoimts  attached  to  the  balance  sheet  of  the  entire  indua- 
trial  department    Allotments  A  aad  0,  held  in  18jf3,  by  Walker  and 
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Byrne,  were  tmnafened,  in  tlie  commeneement  of  1854,  to  Hnssey  Arpsmux  I. 
and   Toole,   ordinary  papils  of   the   garden  daas — ^Walker   having  jj  j^IZ^jj 
obtained  a  clerkship  in  the  Liverpool  and  Dnblin  Steam  Packet  Com-  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
pany  office ;  and  B3rrne,  in  order  to  attend,  in  the  evening,  the  School  patrick'iR«poit» 
of  Design,  in  Kildare-street,  had  to  resign  his  place  as  allotment  popil. 
y  I.  Balance  Sheet. — By  an  inspection  of  this  sheet  it  will  be  found 
that  the  largest  items  have  been  expended  on  labour,  cart^hire,  and 
fees  to  pupils,  viz. :— for  labour  and  cart-hire  £56  lis.  4d,  and  fees 
paid  pnpils  £14  17«.  6(/.,  which  items,  increased  by  £8  15$.  Hd. 
(balance  in  favour  of  the  industrial  department),  become  £80  lOs.  2\d , 
a  statnte-acreable  profit  of  £4D  18«.  Td.  to  a  small  holder,  who,  having 
a  sufficient  labour  within  himself  and  fomiili/y  would  not  have  to  incur 
expenses  of  a  similar  outlay.     Again,  should  we  omit  the  valuations 
taken  in  the  end  and  commencement  of  the  year,  wo  shall  find  the 
amount  of  receipts,  £104  ll*.  Sd,,  exceed  the  expenses,  £112  8«.  S^d., 
"minus"  £71  14».  lOd  (the  sura  paid  for  labour,  cart-hire,  and  pupils' 
fees)  by  £63  17s.  2^d — ^proving,  to  a  demonstration,  what  may  be 
realized  upon  a  small  holding  by  an  industrious  and  thrifty  fajnily,  pro- 
vided the  conjoint  labours  of  its  members  be  directed  and  employed 
with  judgment^  skill,  and  economy. 

Waltsb  Hawb,  Teacher. 


TABrLATjBD  SuMMABT  of  Allotment  Accounts. 


AUotment 

Extent. 

Ezpenditnn. 

Beeeipta. 

Profit* 

ToUl. 

AoTMble. 

A..-JoIin  Flood,     . 

B Joseph  Toole,  . 

C — Stephen  Huney, 

I) James  Flood,  • 

£ John  Shorte,    : 

F.—Thomas  M*Dennott, 

Perahet. 
12 
11 
11 
12 
10 
10 

£   s.    d. 

0  18     9 

1  2     2 
0  18    7} 
0  16  10} 
0  19  10 
0  17     6 

£   8.     d, 
3  10     1} 
2     8    3} 

2  12     1} 

3  6  10} 
2  18     9 
2    6    2 

£   s.    d. 
2  17    8} 
1  17     3 

1  7     7} 

2  3     1 
2    2    2} 
2     0    6} 

£    «.    d. 
38  10    0 

27  1     9 
20     1     8 

28  14     4 
33  15     4 
32    8     8 

Total,    . 

66 

6  13     8 

17     2    4 

12     8    5 

SO    2     2 
AT«nc«ftere- 
abl«  profit 
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3.  Bailiebobough  District  Model  Aqricultubal  School^  Appwdix  t 

County  Cavan.  II.Ap'^dix 

February,  1855.      toDrfKirk- 

Agricultural  Instruction, — There  are  four  distinct  classes  of  pupils  putrick'iRepoit. 
receiving  agricultural  instruction.  BmUOo      k 

Isty  Agricultural  Boarders. — The  greatest  number  allowed  in  this  Modtl  ^!rm, 
class  is  four ;  the  full  con^plement  has  kept  up  during  the  year.  They 
have  four  hours  daily  for  learning  the  different  branches  of  a  sound 
English  education ;  also  one  and  a-half  for  their  agricultural  instruc- 
tion, in  addition  to  the  ordinary  time  allowed  for  acquiring  a  practical 
knowledge  of  farming  pursuits.  Their  general  conduct  has  afforded 
entire  satisfaction  during  the  year  ;  and  they  were  very  attentive  to 
their  duties  and  studies,  in  which  some  of  them  made  very  consider- 
able progress. 

2nd^  Pupil-Teachers. — The  young  men  of  this  class  receive  one  and 
a-half  hour's  instruction  daily  on  agricultural  subjects,  besides  assisting 
in  whatever  operations  may  be  going  forward  on  the  farm  for  two 
hours  each  evening  during  summer,  and  from  four  o'clock  till  dark  in 
winter.  I  can  also  speak  highly  of  the  members  of  this  class.  Though 
the  time  allowed  for  practical  instruction  is  short,  many  of  the  young 
men  trained  here  as  "  Pupil-Teachers  "  have,  by  close  application  and 
study,  acquired  a  considerable  amount  of  agricultural  knowledge. 
Some  of  them  are  now  conducting  agricultural  schools  at  work* 
bouses,  (fee. 

Srd,  Industrial  Class. — At  present  this  class  numbers  seven  members, 
selected  from  the  ordinary  day  pupils  of  the  model  school.  They 
receive  half-an-hour's  agricultural  instruction  daily,  and  work  for  two 
hours  daily  on  the  farm.  They  have,  for  their  own  special  use,  a  collection 
of  useful  volumes  on  the  different  subjects,  calculated  to  be  most  instruc- 
tive to  them,  which  they  read  regularly,  and  which  are  of  the  greatest 
service  to  them.     Their  conduct  was  excellent  during  the  year. 

ith.  Agricultural  Class. — This  consists  of  the  advanced  boys  in  the 
school,  who  do  not  work  on  the  farm,  but  merely  receive  half-an-honr's 
agricultural  instruction  daily  in  the  school.  The  attendance  in  this 
class  during  the  year  ranged  from  thirty-three  to  thirty-seven.  There 
has  been  but  little  fluctuation  in  the  attendance  of  any  of  the  above 
classes  during  the  different  seasons  of  the  year. 

At  the  public  examinations  held  by  the  Head  and  District  Inspectors, 
six  premiums  were  awarded  to  the  agricultural  classes.  I  give  a  copy 
of  the  programme  of  examination  submitted  by  me  to  the  Inspectors 
at  the  examinations  : — 

''  The  foUowin^f-are  a  lew  of  the  subjects  on  which  the  boys  of  the 
agricultural  classes  are  capable  of  being  examined  : — 

** Farms  and  Offices. — Choice  of  farms;  division  of  £iirms  and 
formation  of  fields ;  situation  of  house  and  offices ;  the  different  rota- 
tions— soils  to  which  they  are  adapted. 

Drainage. — Evil  effects  of  an  excess  of  moisture  in  the  soil,  with 
reference  to  the  growth  of  crops  on  it,  the  lime  and  manures  applied  to 
it,  and  the  labour  performed  on  it ;  various  systems  of,  and  materials 
used  in  draining. 

"Trenching  and  Suhstnling. — The  value  of  these  operations  in 
increasing  the  productive  powers  of  soils  ;  when  they  should  be 
executed ;  and  the  various  means  employed  in  their  performance. 

"  Cropping. — The  different  varieties  of  wheat,  oats,  barley,  rye,  and 
the  several  green  and  green-fallow  crops;  seasons  for,  and  various 
methods  of  sowing  and  planting ;  quantity  of  seed  and  manures  after 
culture  and  harvesting,  kc. 
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ApfbudixI.        " Saili. — ^Whence  derived;  sereral  kinds  in  Ireland;  characters 

11.  Appendix     ^^^  physical  properties ;  organic  and  inorganic  constituents. 

to  Dr.  Kirk-         **  ManuTts. — Composition  of  the  solid  and  liquid  excrements  of  the 

.patriek'iReport.  horse,  COW,  sheep,  pig,  and  man ;  general  characters  of  tho  farm-yard 

BaUiAm-ough  ^^^  liquid  manure ;  how  collected,  preserved,  and  applied ;  composi- 

^  Model  Farm,  tion  and  application  of  portable  manures,  such  as  guano,  bones^  ke. ; 

vegetable  and  mineral  manures. 

*'  ChemiAry. — Atmospheric  air — importance  to  animal  and  vegetable 
life ;  properties  of  its  gases.  Water — its  uses  and  properties  ;  compo- 
sition of  the  organic  and  inorganic  constituents  of  plants." 

Model  Farm. — The  farm  is,  as  formerly,  divided  into  two  portions  ; 
on  one  the  four-course  rotation  is  carried  out,  on  the  other  the  five. 

•  The  green-crop  field  in  the  four-course  shift  was  cultivated  by  manual 
labour ;  in  the  five-course  shift  by  manual  and  horse  labour  combined. 
The  cultivation,  in  all  cases,  was  such  as  the  various  crops  usually 
receive,  or  as  the  best  practical  experience  has  recommended.     The 

•  crops,  in  general,  this  season,  were  superior  to  those  of  the  previous 
years.  I  had  Swedes  sown  in  April  with  different  kinds  of  manures, 
and  at  various  distances  apart ;  but  being  attacked  by  ''  fingers  and 
toes,"  those  experiments  were  rendered  useless.  Swedes  sown  later 
in  the  season  escaped  nearly  free ;  but  Aberdeens  sown  from  May  till 

.  the  end  of  June  were,  in  every  case,  injured  to  a  considerable  extent. 

•  I  have  remarked  the  disease  to  be  most  fatal  during  very  dry  and 
warm  weather ;  yet,  the  nioistest  portions  of  the  field  were  equadly,  if 
not  more,  affected  than  the  dry  parts.  I  have  seen  some  diseased 
Swedes  recover  after  two  or  three  days'  rain,  throwing  out  an  excre- 
scence where  injured,  and  becoming  considerable  sized  roots  afterwards ; 
many  of  them  rotted  coming  up  to  November. 

Live  Stock. — The  stock  on  the  farm  consists  of  three  cows,  three 
.  heifers,  one  bullock,  two  calves,  one  jennet,  and  two  pigs.  It  was 
much  too  large  for  the  present  size  of  the  farm ;  but  being  nearly  all 
reared  on  the  £Bfm,  of  a  good  description,  and  well  adapted  to  the  soil, 
I  did  not  like  to  part  with  them  as  the  Commissioners  were  about 
effecting  an  enlargement  of  the  farm.  I  was,  therefore,  compelled  to 
purchase  a  large  quantity  of  feeding  stuffs  at  a  high  rate.     The  addi- 

•  tional  land  proposed  to  be  taken  adjoins  that  already  constituting  the 
model  farm,  and  is  the  southern  portion  of  the  hiU ;  it  is  completely 
encompassed  by  the  old  and  new  roads  leading  to  Kells.    It  wa^s  nearly 

•  all  in  oats  for  the  last  two  years,  and  will  require  a  considerable  outlay 
in  permanent  improvements,  viz.,  levelling  fences,  draining,  cleaning, 
kc.     The  farm  will  then  require  two  stout  horses,  as  it  will  contain 

'  nearly  fift^  English  acres ;  it  will  henceforth  pay  better,  and  be  con- 
ducted with  more  satisfaction  to  the  agriculturist^  who  will  have 
proper  means  of  working,  and  not  be  dependent  on  others  for  horses, 

•  &c.,  as  formerly. 

Manures. — The  manure  yard  is  nearly  level,  having  a  spacious 
cemented  brick  tank,  and  metal  liquid  manure  pump  at  one  end.  The 
cow-houses,  stable,  and  piggeries,  are  connected  with  the  tank  by 
'•  means  of  covered  and  cemented  brick  urinal  sewers.  The  manure  pit 
is  placed  above  the  tank,  having  a  slight  fall  to  it,  that  the  oozings 
from  the  heap,  if  so  required,  may  be  allowed  to  fall  into  it.  The  floor 
under  the  heap  is  perfectly  impervious  ;  the  undermost  layer  is  blue 
clay ;  on  this,  as  a  basement,  is  placed  a  layer  of  bog-mould  and  a  little 
earth  to  the  depth  of  eight  inches.  During  the  formation  of  the  heap 
the  manure  is  mixed  with  alternate  layers  of  bog-mould  and  peat  ashee, 
together  with  some  peat  chstrcoal.  Surrounding  the  entire  heap,  and 
at  about  three  feet  from  it,  is  placed  a  small  embankment  of  earth  and 
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mould,  to  prerent  the  waste  of  any  of  the  liquid.    In  the  bottom  of  Apwwdix  I. 
this  small  space  round  the  heap  is  placed  mould  to  absorb  the  liquid —  jj  Appendix 
all  is  occasionally  mixed  witti  the  heap  during  its  formation.     The  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
farm-yard  manure  is  always  applied  to  green  crops — none  ever  used,  patrick'sReport. 
for  so  far,  ae  top-dressings,  to  grass  or  other  crops.    Guano  is  used,  in  BaO^orough 
addition  to  the  ordinary  manure,  for  turnips  and  other  root  crops,  at  Model  Farm. 
from  one  and  a-half  to  two  cwt  per  acre.     I  also  use  some  as  a  top-^ 
dressing  for  oats  growing  on  the  space  formerly  occupied  by  old  fences, 
and  with  great  and  marked  advantages ;  it  is  sown  in  showery  weather 
when  the  crop  is  about  six  or  eight  inches  high. 

AgricuUural  Improvement, — The  agriculture  of  this  district  is  evi- 
dently progressing  in  every  respect :  there  is  a  marked  improvement 
in  the  green-crop  tillage,  which,  of  course,  must  bring  its  accom- 
panying advantages ;  and  also  in  the  improved  kinds  of  grass-seeds 
sown,  and  maiiner  of  laying  down  for  meadow  and  pasture.  Unless 
in  some  few  cases  there  are  not  many  attempts  at  carrying  out 
regular  systematic  rotation ;  still  the  number  of  grain  and  exhausting 
crops,  taKcn  in  succession,  is  rapidly  decreasing,  and  the  land  is  being 
laid  down  in  better  "  heart "  than  formerly.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
aboDt  the  model  fistrm  being  the  cause  of  much  of  this  improvement. 
It  will  exert  a  wider  and  more  effective  influence  in  furthering  the 
agriculture  of  this  district  in  future,  as  the  improved  system  will  be 
much  more  extensively  carried  out  here,  and  a  great  number  of 
improved  implements  will  be  in  use,  which  formerly  could  not  be 
employed  on  so  small  a  &rm. 

JoH»  Stbwabt,  Agriculturist. 
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Appendix  I.       4.  Dunmanwat  Disteict  Modbl  Agwoultuhal  School,  Co.  Cork. 

toDrfSirk-  January,  IS55. 

Patrick  gReport.  Agricultural  Intiruction, — Agricultural  Boarders, — This  class  is  at 
Dunmanway  present  filled,  and  as  compared  with  last  year,  shows  an  increase  of  two 
Model  Farm,  paying  pupils.  The  free  pupil  who  was  here  at  the  date  of  last  Report, 
has  been  sidmitted  to  the  Albert  Institution  at  Glasnevin,  and  the  pbice 
is  now  filled  by  another.  The  boarders  receive  agricultural  instruction 
with  the  agricultural  class ;  and,  along  with  the  pupil-teachers,  and 
paid  monitors,  have  the  benefit  of  a  good  literary  education  under  the 
literary  teachers.  They  are  required  to  participate  in  all  the  operations 
of  the  farm,  and  to  take  charge  of  the  yard,  and  attend  to  the  cattle, 
&c,,  in  turn.  By  this  arrangement  every  opportunity  is  given  them  to 
become  conversant  with  the  cultivation  and  management  of  the  different 
farm  crops,  and  the  feeding  and  general  treatment  of  live  stock.  I  have 
every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  their  conduct,  and  the  attention  which 
they  have  paid  to  their  out-door  employments  ;  but  I  regret  to  have  to 
add  that  their  progress  in  the  study  of  agricultural  subjects,  owing  to 
the  very  limited  time  set  apart  for  their  instruction  in  this  department, 
is  not  marked  by  as  much  improvement  as  could  be  wished.  I  believe 
that  in  all  other  schools,  as  was  formerly  the  case  here,  the  mornings 
are  set  apart  for  the  study  of  agricultural  books,  and  for  lectures, 
followed  by  examinations  from  the  agriculturist ;  and  until  some  such 
arrangement  is  again  made  here,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  due  profi- 
ciency will  be  attained  in  the  knowledge  of  agriculture.  The  pupil- 
teachers  receive,  on  an  average,  hnt  ludf  an  hour*8  agricultural  ifutruc- 
tion  in  the  week,  for  the  twelvemonth  which  they  stay  here,  though 
they  appear,  without  exception,  most  anxious  to  become  acquainted  with 
theoretic  agriculture,  and  the  principle  of  those  sciences  more  imme- 
diately connected  with  it,  but  this  in  the  time  allowed  is  perfectly  impos- 
sible. The  pupil-teachers  continue  to  work  haJf-an-hour  each  evening, 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  have  conducted  themselves,  as  well  as 
the  attention  given  to  their  business,  has  given  general  satisfaction.  I 
would  beg  to  suggest  that  the  paid  monitors  be  also  required  to  take 
part  in  the  fsara  work.  While  the  other  boys  are  usefully  and  indus- 
triously employed,  they  are  to  be  found  lounging  about  the  farm  or 
school-yards,  contracting  those  indolent  habits  which  are  so  difficult  to 
be  got  rid  of  when  they  become  connected  with  the  schools,  either  as 
pupil-teachers  or  agricultural  boarders.  Perhaps  the  Commissioners 
might  grant  a  small  pecuniary  payment,  the  same  as  that  given  to  the 
industnal  class,  as  a  recompense  for  their  labour.  But,  in  any  case,  the 
industrial  training  of  these  boys,  destined  doubtless  to  be  themselves 
teachers  of  youth,  ought  not  to  be  neglected. 

Agricultural  Class. — This  class,  averaging  about  fifty,  is  formed  of 
the  fourth,  third,  and  the  higher  division  of  sequel  classes^  together  with 
the  agricultural  boarders,  pupil-teachers,  and  monitors.  Instruction  is 
given  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays,  from  half -past  two  to  three  o*clock,and 
on  Saturdays  from  half-past  eleven  to  twelve  o^dock.  The  method 
adopted  is  to  let  them  read,  or  to  lecture  them,  on  the  first  two  days  of  the 
week,  and  examine  pn  the  third.  Before  concluding  a  subject,  a  final  and 
more  general  examination  is  held,  and  small  premiums  given  to  .the  best 
answerers ;  by  this  means  the  subjects  are  kept  fresh  in  the  memory, 
and  a  wholesome  and  praiseworthy  emulation,  <aJculated  to  effect  quick 
and  lasting  improvement  is  excited.  When  the  sequel  class  boys  were 
first  introduced  into  this  class,  it  was  found  rery  difficult  to  fix  their 
attention,  or  make  them  at  all  interested  in  what  was  going  on ;  but 
BOW  there  is  an  entire  change :  some  of  the  boys  who  refused  until,  in 
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accordance  with  the  wishes  of  their  friends,  they  were  compelled  to  Appehdtx  I. 
attend,  are  now  some  of  the  most  anxious  to  improve.   Notwithstanding  jj  ^Z^^jx 
the  difficulty  of  suiting  simultaneous  instructions  to  such  a  large  class,  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
and   the  utter  impossibility  of  paying  that  attention  to  individual  P»*"«k'"^po't* 
capacity,  which  is  so  necessary  to  successful  teaching,  it  is  gratifying  to    Dftnnunmay 
thi  nk  that  good  proficiency  has  been  made.   Many  of  the  more  advanced  Modd  Farm, 
boys,  most  of  them  farmer's  sons,  quitted  school  during  the  year,  every 
one  of  whom,  I  feel  convinced,  will  benefit  more  or  less  in  after  life  by 
the  knowledge  they  acquired  while  members  of  the  agricultural  class. 

Industrial  Class. — This  class  continues  to  work  well,  the  number 
(twelve)  allowed  being  always  on  the  roll.  The  attendance  has  been 
regular ;  and  it  is  a  source  of  much  pleasure  to  mark  the  attention  which 
the  majority  of  those  boys  pay  to  every  thing  going  forward  on  the 
farm,  and  the  desire  they  evince  to  become  conversant  with  the  culti- 
vation of  the  crops.  Those  who  are  longest  in  the  class  have  become 
pretty  expert  in  the  performance  of  the  various  manual  operations,  as 
digging,  hoeing,  weeding,  and  may  be  intrusted  to  do  any  work  suited 
to  their  strength  ;  and  if  no  further  benefit  were  derived  from  their 
industrial  training,  any  expense  and  trouble  incurred  in  instructing 
them  would  be  amply  repaid.  But  when  we  come  to  consider  the  many 
other  advantages  derivable  from  it,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  are  few 
cheaper  or  more  efficient  agencies  for  the  promoting  the  industrial 
progress  of  this  country.  As  an  evidence  of  the  favourable  light  in 
which  this  practical  instruction  in  agriculture  is  viewed  by  fanners  in 
this  neighbourhood,  I  may  mention,  that  the  parents  of  many  of  those 
who  attended  in  this  class  during  the  year,  are  in  such  comfortable 
circumstances,  that  mere  pecuniary  considerations  could  not  have  influ- 
enced them  in  causing  their  children's  attendance.  Also,  that  even  in 
the  busiest  seasons,  when  the  smallest  help  is  valuable,  they  are  not 
kept  at  home,  except  for  the  performance  of  some  employment,  which, 
from  having  seen  and  taken  part  in  here,  they  are  expected  to  do  better 
than  others.  I  intend  introducing  the  "  allotment  system"  amongst 
them  this  year,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  report  favourably  on  its  working 
when  it  shall  have  been  feirly  tried. 

Model  Farm, — The  rotations  established  are  the  three  and  four 
course  shifts  ;  but  as  in  order  to  suit  our  peculiar  circumstances,  there 
has  been  a  departure  from  the  ordinary  course  of  cropping — it  may  not . 
be  out  of  place  to  describe  briefly  the  cropping  of  each.  In  the  three 
crop  shifts,  the  state  of  the  soil  did  not  warrant  the  putting  of  the  oat 
crop  in  the  whole  of  the  field  intended  for  it,  nor  the  sowing  of  grass-  • 
seeds  with  the  portion  which  was  got  in.  One-half  of  it  was  sown  with 
oats,  and  the  other  with  carrots  and  mangels,  for  the  purpose  of  enrich- 
ing and  cleaning  it.    The  rotation  stood  as  follows : — 

No.  1 Green  crops,   to  be  succeeded  by  Oats,  some  with  grass-seeds. 

No.  2.— Half  oats,  half  green  crops,      , ,         Green  crops.  | 
No.  3 Grass,  ,,         Grass. 

Thus,  though  there  is  an  infringement  of  the  usual  order  of  cropping 
for  one  year^  in  order  to  assimilate  the  condition  of  the  land  under ^ 
this  course,  it  will  next  year  be  in  the  simple  form  in  which  it  is^ 
intended  to  be  worked.  In  No.  1,  which  was  partly  lea  and  partly 
turnip  ground,  two  experiments  were  instituted— one  with  the  view  of 
ascertaining  the  value  of  Peruvian  guano  and  town  manure,  as  com- 
pared with  the  manure  made  upon  the  form ;  and  the-other  to  determine 
the  kind  of  Swede  turnip  best  suited  to  the  soil,  and  producing  the , 
heaviest  crop.  In  the  first  case  the  experiment  was  prevented  being 
carried  out  by  the  disease"  fingers  and  toes"  attacking  the  crop ;  But* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


316  Appendix  to  Twenty-first  Report  of  Commissioners     [1854. 

Appendix  I.  though  this  experiment  failed,  in  as  far  as  it  related  to  the  object  for 

n.  AppwTdix     ^^ich  it  was  instituted,  it  turned  out  an  interestintj  one  in  another 

to  Dr.  Kirk-      respect,  viz.: — in  determining  the  effects  produced  by  the  disease  on 

jntrick'sReport  the  tame  kind  of  turnip  (Skirving's  Swede)  grown  upon  different  manures, 

DwmatncM    ^^^^  ^^^P  ^*^  sown  on  the  11th  of  May,  the  soil  (on  which  turnips 

Model  Farm,  grew  the  previous  year),  being  prepared  in  the  usual  way.     The  plots 

continued  to  grow  without  any  observable  difference  till  July,  when 

that  portion  to  which  the  guano  was  applied  was  observed  to  fall  behind 

the  other  two  ;  soon  after  the  leaves  began  to  droop,  and  eventually  to 

decay,  when  it  was  observed  that  the  bulbs  also  were  affected.   It  next 

attacked  the  portion  to  which  the  town  manure  had  been  applied,  and 

finally  that  manured  from  the  farm-yard.     The  plots  first  attacked  soon 

presented  such  a  miserable  appearance,  that  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 

remove  the  crop,  and  supply  its  place  with  another.  The  third  was  allowed 

to  remain  till  November,  when  it  was  found  that  more  than  one  half 

of  the  bulbs  were  diseased.     It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  though  three 

other  sowings  of  Swedes  were  made,  this  was  the  only  one  diseased. 

The  second  experiment  was  made  on  the  lea  portion  of  the  field ;  good 

farm-yard  manure,  about  thirty  tons  per  acre,  and  a  little  guano,  to 

force  the  crop,  was  applied.     The  four  varieties  mentioned  below  were 

sown  on  the  6th  June,  drills  the  same  distance  (twenty-four  inches) 

apart,  and  the  bulbs  thinned  to  the  distance  of  twelve  inches.     The 

following  table  shows  the  results  : — 

Vftriety  of  Turnip.  Prodaoe  p«r  Statute  Acre. 

Tom   ewtk    qn.   Hw. 

Skirving's  Swede,        .        .        .        .        .  20  10  0  12 

Laing'B          „               17  5  S  0 

Fettercaims, 19  0  0  0 

East  Lothian, 22  8  0  0 

Although  the  last  of  these  gives  the  heaviest  produce,  I  consider  the 
first  decidedly  the  best  of  the  four,  as  being  the  soundest  and  best 
formed.  Laing*s,  from  any  experience  I  have  had  in  its  cultivation,  I 
do  not  consider  at  all  good — of  the  above  four  it  was  the  only  one 
diseased,  and  even  when  not  diseased  at  the  time  of  storing,  it  seldom 
keeps  well. 

No.  2.  The  green  crops  raised  were  a  good  average;  but  the  oats  were 
an  inferior  crop.  That  part  of  the  field  occupied  by  oats  was  thoroughly 
cleaned,  manured,  and  sown  with  rye  and  rape  in  September.  These 
will  be  off  in  time  to  sow  Swedes.  The  other  portion  will  be  under 
cabbages  and  early  potatoes ;  thus  the  field  will  by  the  next  year  have 
been  thoroughly  cleaned  and  manured  twice,  and  the  object  attained, 
for  which  a  change  in  the  rotation  was  deemed  necessary. 

No.  3.  Being,  at  the  time  it  was  laid  down,  intended  to  remain  only 
ene  year  in  grass,  was  not  well  suited  to  produce  another  crop.  It  was 
therefore  top-dressed  in  the  month  of  October,  and  Italian  rye-grass 
sown,  at  the  rate  of  one  bushel  per  acre,  which  promises  to  give  a  good 
crop  in  the  ensuing  season. 

Four-course  Rotatixyiu — In  the  four-course  shift  a  slight  alteration  was 
made,  which,  nnlike  that  in  the  three-course,  is  designed  to  be  perma- 
nent.    It  now  stands  thus  : — 

1  st  Tear PotatocB,  Swedes,  and  mangels. 

2nd  Year Half  wheat,  half  early  turnips,  and  cabhages. 

Srd  Year. —Italian  rye-grass,  sown  in  spring  and  autumn. 
4th  Year.^Oats,  rape,  rye,  and  vetches,  as  stolen  crops. 

This  rotation  differs  considerably  from  that  previously  followed,  as  will 
be  aeen  from  looking  at  the  course  of  cropping  in  1853,  two  green  crops 
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were  grown  after  each  other.     This  it  was  not  thought  advisable  to  Appendix  I. 
continue.   Winter  beans  cannot  be  profitably  sown  on  such  soils  as  this ;  jj  Appendix 
and  a  very  apparent  defect  was  observed  in  the  rye-grass  grown  after  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
thera,  as  compared  with  that  grown  after  any  of  the  other  crops.    The  patrick'sReport. 
beans  were  therefore  left  out,  and  their  place  supplied  with  wheat,  as    Duntnanvav 
being  more  profitable,  and  bettor  adapted  for  laying  down  with  grass.   Model  Farm* 
Potatoes,  which  were  before  grown  in  the  same  year  as  wheat,  were 
made  to  precede  it,  and  their  place  supplied  by  early  turnips.    A  glance 
at  the  above  arrangement  will  show  that,  by  the  course  of  cropping  j 

pursued,  a  very  large  quantity  of  feeding  can  be  raised,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence the  soil  increased  in  fertility.  The  stolen  crops,  except  the  rye 
which  entirely  failed,  gave  fair  returns.  The  winter  vetch  was  sown 
in  spring ;  one  small  plot  of  the  spring  variety  being  sown  beside  it  as 
a  trial.  The  result  was  as  I  expected — the  former,  treated  in  all  respects 
the  same  as  the  other,  produced  three  and  a-half  tons  per  acre  more. 
This  is  accounted  for  by  the  quantity  of  rain  which  falls  here,  and  is 
mentioned  as  a  fact  which  may  be  useful  to  others  similarly  situated. 

The  grain  produced  a  fair  average ;  and  the  roots,  except  mangels,  for 
which  the  soil  is  not  suited,  as  may  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the 
statistics,  brought  good  returns.  Early  improved  turnips  were  sown 
on  1 1th  of  April,  and  proved  most  valuable  feeding  in  July  and  August. 
The  Italian  rye-grass  was  sown  partly  in  spring  with  wheat,  and  in 
autumn  after  potatoes,  cabbages,  and  winter  beans.  That  sown  in  spring 
w^as  earliest;  the  other,  except  the  portion  after  beans,  produced  as  well. 

The  only  other  points  worth  noticing  are,  that  in  two  experiments 
to  determine  whether  beet  and  kohl  rabi  gave  a  larger  return,  when 
transplanted,  or  allowed  to  remain  where  sown :  the  crop  raised  in  the 
latter  way  was  much  superior  in  both  cases.  The  following  are  the 
results : — 

Crops.  TranspUnted.  Not  TmupUntod. 

Tons  cwu.  Tons   e«^. 

Silesian  sugar  beet,      ....        5    15  13      0 

Kohl  rabi  (green)        ....        3    12  86 

In  each  case  the  seeds  for  transplanting  were  sown  fifteen  days  before 
the  others^  and  put  out  on  similarly  prepared  land  when  the  others 
were  being  thinned.  The  kohl  rabi  was  in  both  cases  a  bad  crop,  and 
would  not  nearly  defray  the  expense  of  cultivation,  while  thebeet,  both 
in  bulbs  and  leaves,  was  a  heavier  crop  than  the  mangels. 

If  the  balance  sheet  of  the  year's  transactions  be  taken  as  a  criterion 
of  the  success  which  lias  attended  our  labours,  much  credit  will  not 
appear  due  to  us,  the  more  especially  as  that  for  the  year  preceding 
shows  a  profit.  But  though  the  loss  on  the  past  year's  transactions 
appears  considerable,  it  is  accounted  for  by  occurrences  which  it  was 
impossible  to  prevent.  By  the  failure  of  the  rye  crop  before  alluded  to^ 
a  two-fold  loss  was  sustained  in  the  reduction  it  caused  in  the  dairy 
produce,  and  the  outlay  it  occasioned  in  the  purchase  of  feeding  stufis. 
And  when  the  loss  of  another  equally  valuable  crop,  (the  turnips,  by 
finger  and  toe  disease),  the  large  sum  expended  for  labour,  and  the  other 
unfavourable  circumstances  under  which  the  farm  labours,  are  all  con- 
sidered;  a  favourable  pecuniary  result  could  hardly  have  been  expected.. 
The  want  of  a  horse  was  also  a  great  drawback,  very  high  wages,  3s.  fid. 
per  diem,  having  to  be  paid  for  horse  labour ;  but  this  will  not  occur  in 
future,  as  a  good  horse  has  been  purchased,  and  arrangements  made 
with  Mr.  Delany  of  the  Qlandore  Farm,  to  have  both  horses  work 
each  farm  alternately^  by  which  it  is  expected  considerable  expense 
will  be  saved,  besides  having  the  work  done  properly^  and  in  proper 
time. 
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Apfbndix  I.       Xtw  Stock  and  Dait^y  Management. — ^Four  milch  cows,  two  heifers, 

II.  Appendix     *  ^^»  ^^^ee  pigs,  and  some  poultry,  were  kept  daring  the  year.    The 

to  Dr.  &irk-      cattle  were  constantly  house-fed  until  September,  but  since  then  have 

pfttriek'eReport.  been  allowed  to  graze  for  about  three  hours  each  day.     The  feeding 

Dummnway   *°^  treatment  are  the  same  as  described  in  former  reports. 

Model  Farm,       In  tbe  dairy  management  there  is  nothing  peculiar  to  be  described. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  milk  is  sold  new  ;  what  is  not  so  disposed  of 

is  set  and  skimmed ;  the  cream  is  churned  usually  once  a  week,  and 

the  butter  sold  fresh  in  the  market — the  highest  price  is  invariably 

received,  and  the  buttermilk  and  skimmed  milk  are  either  sold  or  given 

to  the  pigs.     The  receipts  for  dairy  produce  amount  to  £30,  but  a  much 

larger  sum  would  have  been  realised  were  it  not  that  one  of  our  best 

cows  had  to  be  sold  just  at  the  time  of  calving.  Two  calves  were  reared, 

which  also  tended  to  lessen  the  receipts  under  this  head.    No  casualties 

occurred,  nor  did  disease  in  any  form  present  itself  among  the  stock. 

Manures. — The  nature  of  this  farm,  and  the  course  of  cropping  which 
has  been  adopted,  render  it  necessary  that  the  greatest  attention  be  paid 
to  the  manure  heap.  It  is  made  up  every  day ;  the  dung  from  the  cow- , 
sheds,  stable,  and  piggeries,  being  mixed  with  peat-mould,  weeds,  kc.^ 
and  saturated  with  the  liquid  collected  in  the  tank.  The  heap  is  turned 
once  or  twice  before  being  used,  and  is  applied  to  the  crops  in  the  usual 
way.  It  is  intended  in  future  to  apply  the  liquid  directly  to  the  crops, 
instead  of  beini;  mixed  with  the  solid  manure. 

Peruvian  Guano  and  Soot  were  the  only  extraneous  manures  used  ; 
and  except  in  the  case  of  the  turnip  crop,  mentioned  in  another  place, 
when  trial  was  made  of  these  fertilizers,  very  superior  crops  were 
obtained.  On  the  spring-sown  grass,  in  the  four-course  rotation,  an 
experiment  was  tried  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  efficacy  of  soot,  and 
determining  its  value  as  a  top-dressing.  The  following  table  gives  the 
results ; — 


No.  of 
Plot. 

Kind  and  quantity  of  Manure 
per  Btatute  acre. 

•i 

Coat  of  Manure 
per  statute  aero. 

Prodoeo  per 
■tatuto  aore. 

8  tons. 

8     „ 
4i,, 

Cost  of  each  ton  of  graaa 
produced  by  top-dreasuig. 

1 
2 

3 

4 

Soot,  25  bushels,  at  bd.  per 
Peruvian  guano,  2  cwt. 

at  148.  per  . 
Compost,  60  Ids.  at6<f.  per 
No  manure    . 

£    «.    d. 

0  10     5 

1  ft     0 
1     10     0 

£      9,      d. 

0      3      0  nearly. 

0      8      0 
0     16      0 

A  consideration  of  the  above  shows  that,  as  a  top-dressing  for  grass, 
soot  is  most  efficacious,  while  it  cost  only  one-half  as  much  as  guano,  at 
ordinaryprices,  and  is  one-fifth  that  of  compost,  estimated  at  the  lowest 
price.  The  superiority  of  the  soot  was  observable  from  the  second  week 
after  dressing.  It  was  applied  immediately  before  a  heavy  fall  of  rain, 
as  was  also  the  guano,  but  the  compost  not  till  after,  and  the  dry  wea- 
ther which  set  in  immediately  may  have  prevented  its  acting  as 
beneficially  as  in  other  circumstances  it  would.  At  the  second  cutting, 
the  grass  on  the  soot  and  gnano  dressed  portions,  produced  equal  quanti- 
ties, four  and-a-half  tons  each,  while  the  plot  to  which  compost  was 
applied  gave  but  two  tons,  and  the  remaining  one,  which  got  no  manure, 
only  19  cwt.  To  another  portion  of  this  field  soot  was  also  applied, 
but  rain  did  not  fall  as  was  expected,  and  the  consequence  was  that 
instead  of  producing  favourable  results  as  above,  the  grass  was  almot^t 
destroyed,  and  did  not  begin  to  recover  until  about  six  weeks  after- 
wards, when  the  fisdl  of  a  good  quantity  of  rain  produced  the  desired 
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effect     I  have  been  thns  particular  in  mentioning  my  experience  in  Appendix  L 
the  Qse  of  this  manure,  because  it  is  one  about  which  there  is  a  great  jj  Appendix 
diversity  of  opinion.     I  consider  it  a  most  valuable  auxiliary  to  the  to.Dr.  Kirk- 
£armer.    It  has  been  nsed  here  repeatedly,  and  always  the  results  have  p^nck'sReport 
been  satis&ctory,  and  so  well  is  its  usefulness  undentood  in  some  of   jy^i^^^^y 
the  neighbouring  districts,  that  8d.  and  lOd.  per  bushel  is  paid  for  it   Model  Farm. 
without  hesitation. 

Permanent  Improvements. — None  were  effected  except  the  improve- 
ment of  the  soil  by  ample  manuring  and  superior  cultivation  be  deemed 
as  such.  A  considerate  outlay  was  incurred  in  keeping  the  road-side 
fence  at.both  sides  of  the  &rm  in  repair ;  and  I  may  be  permitted  here 
to  bring  under  your  notice  their  total  inefficiency.  The  unsightly 
appearance  which  they  present,  and  the  insufficient  security  which  they 
afford  to  the  crops,  render  it  necessary  that  something  be  immediately 
done  to  improve  ihem ;  while  from  their  proximity  to  the  town,  and 
the  un&vourable  contnust  which  they  present  with  every  thing  about 
the  schools  and  farm,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  they  have  not  long  since 
been  removed.  The  sum  which  would  be  required  to  biuld  a  new.  fence 
will  be  expended  in  a  very  few  years  in  trying  to  keep  the  existing 
one  in  repair,  while  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  construction 
of  permanent  fences  would  more  than  compensate  for  the  cost  of  their 
erection. 

Progress  ofAgticultural  Improvement. — From  the  comparatively  short 
time  which  I  have  been  here,  I  cannot  speak  from  personal  knowledge 
of  the  influence  which  the  agricultural  instruction  given  on,  and  l£e 
example  afforded  by  the  model  farm,  have  exerted  on  the  agriculture 
of  this  locality;  but  I  have  been  told  by  competent  judges,  that  they 
were  the  principal  means  of  effecting  that  improvement  which  is  every 
where  becoming  so  evident.    Before  the  establishment  of  a  model  fiBU*m 
here,  green-crop  culture  was  almost  unknown ;  wheat,  oats,  and  the 
potato  being  the  only  crops  ever  raised.   Attempts,  usually  unsuccessful 
from  the  absence  of  all  knowledge  of  the  subject,  were  indeed  made  at 
turnip  cultivation  ;  but  carrots,  parsnips,  and  mangels,  were  unknown 
as  field  crops;  and  rye,  rape,  and  vetches,  had  not  yet  made  their 
appearance*    Happily,  from  whatever  cause,  this  state  of  things  no 
longer  exists.     Well-cultivated  fields  of  turnips,  many  of  them  as  good 
as  we  ourselves  can  raise,  and,  when  the  soil  is  suitable,  mangels  and 
carrots  are  now  pretty  generally  to  be  met  with.     More  attention  is 
being  bestowed  on  the  cultivation  of  com  and  the  potato,  which  are  in 
many  instances  followed  by  stolen  crops.     Portable  manures,  guano 
and  bones  especially,  are  coming  into  more  general  use  ;  and  a  much 
improved  description  of  stock  and  farming  implements  is  every  where 
to  he  seen.     More  attention  is  also  paid  to  the  collection  and  preserva- 
tion of  manures,  to  the  proper  preparation  of  the  soil,  early  sowing  of 
seeds,  and  other  equally  important  matters.     Still,  though  much  has 
been  done,  much  remains  to  be  done  to  remedy  the  defect  of  undrained 
fields,  to  remove  furze-brakes,  waste  headlands,  and  pernicious  weeds, 
before  we  can  witness  all  the  characteristics  of  improved  husbandry. 
But  what  has  been  done  during  the  last  few  years  makes  us  look  hope- 
fully to  the  future  ;  and  with  the  expectation  that  the  instruction  and 
example  which,  it  is  admitted  by  all,  have  so  largely  contributed  to 
promote  those  changes  which  have  already  taken  place,  will  prove  no 
less  instrumental  in  effecting  the  improvements  which  yet  require  to 
be  effected  in  the  industrial  practices  of  the  people  of  this  locality. 

Condugion, — Suggestions. — Before  bringing  my  Report  to  an  end,  I 
beg  leave  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  suggestions : — 
Ist  That  a  time  and  place  be  set  apart  for  the  instruction  of  the  agri- 
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Appendix  I.   caltaral  boarders,  and  in  which  thej  may  study  their  a^icnltoral 
II.  Appendix     ^00^8  >  &nd  that  the  pupil-teachers  and  monitors  be  allowed  to  join  them 
to  Dr.  Kirk-      for  at  least  one  hour  each  morning.    2nd.  Tiiat  a  low  wall  or  fence  be 
p»trick*«Report.  \^xi\\i  on  both  sides  of  the  public  road  passing  through  the  farm — the 
Dunmantewf    pTesent  old  and  dilapidated  one  to  be  removed ;   and  3rd.  That  the 
Model  Farm,  farm  be  enlarged,  and  additional  accommodation  provided  for  "  boarders." 
The  fact  that  the  adoption  of  any  of  the  above  suggestions  would  impose 
additional  labour  on  myself,  is  sufficient  to  prove  that  they  are  sub- 
mitted solely  from  a  belief  that  they  are  required  for  the  efficient 
working  of  the ''  agricultural  department"  of  this  establishment.   Several 
boarders  are  offering,  who  cannot  be  taken  for  want  of  accommodation  ; 
while  to  any  one  acquainted  with  the  farm,  it  is  evident  that  it  is  too 
small,  either  for  being  profitably  worked,  or  serving  as  a  *'  model'*  for 
a  locality  where  the  &rms  are  generally  large,  and  where  their  owners 
cannot  feel  so  much  interested  in  what  is  done  on  so  small  a  scale. 

Samuel  Bell,  Agriculturist. 

Having  been  requested  by  Mr.  Bell  to  add  a  line  in  seconding  the  recommen- 
dations at  the  close  of  his  valuable  Heport,  if  /  approved  of  them,  I  have  pleasure 
in  doing  so,  in  proof  of  my  full  concurrence  in  all  he  suggests. 

The  fences  are  most  unsightly  and  insufficient,  and  as  a  consequence,  trespass 
is  frequent,  and  can  scarcely  be  prevented  by  any  amount  of  vigilance ;  and  so 
much  loss  has  been  sustained  in  this  way,  that  even  on  the  ground  of  economy, 
I  would  strongly  recommend  a  small  grant,  say  £10,  for  putting  the  fences  in  a 
safe  and  respectable  condition  of  repair. 

As  to  the  enlargement  of  the  farm,  there  can  scarcely  be  but  one  opinion  on 
the  subject— the  premises  are  too  small,  either  as  a  model,  or  for  profit ;  for  a 
model,  they  should  be  of  commensurate  extent  with  the  average  size  of  farms  in 
the  neighbourhood,  viz. :  between  forty  and  fifty  acres ;  and  the  present  limited 
extent  must  always  interfere  with  the  profits,  there  being  always  an  excess  of 
manual  and  horse  labour,  besides  valuable  supervision,  for  which  there  is  no 
vent.  Although  there  is  a  loss  on  the  year's  transactions,  still  it  arises  from 
causes  beyond  human  control,  otiierwise,  independently  of  the  great  advantages 
by  precept  and  example  to  the  neighbouring  community,  the  results  are  produc- 
tive of  reasonable  satisfaction,  when  it  is  considered  that  a  plot  of  ground,  scarcely 
exceeding  seven  Irish  acres,  has  been  able  not  only  to  support  seven  head  of 
cattle,  but  also  to  supply  some  £60  worth  of  crops,  independent  of  dairy  produce. 

J.  Hamilton-. 
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5«  Atht  Distbict  Modiel  Aobioultubal  Sohool,  County  KUdaro.      Appbndix  l 

January,  1855.      Jf-^PI^?^!* 
^'  to  Dr.  Kirk. 

Agricultural  Instruction — Agricultural  Boarders. — lam  happy  to  state  patrick'«R«poTt. 
that  the  boarding  pupils  have  conducted  themselves  with  great  propriety,         r^ 
and  have  been,  on  the  whole,  most  attentive  to  their  studies.  I  have  had  m^  /arm. 
no  class  under  my  charge  that  have  acquitted  themselves  more  to  my* 
satisiaction  than  the  present  one ;  and  the  pupil-teachers,  considering 
their  opportunities,  have  made  great  progress  in  theoretic  agriculture. 
Both  classes  of  boarders  have  merited  my  strongest  approbation  both  by 
their  assiduous  attention  to  study  and  their  satisfactory  performance  of 
whatever  work  was  allotted  to  them,  and  no  unpleasantness  was  evinced 
by  any  member  of  either  classes,  but  all  worked  with  the  greatest  good 
will.     The  only  unfavourable  occurrence  in  the  year's  proceedings  was 
the  dismissal  of  one  young  man  for  disorderly  conduct.     Three  young 
men  were  advanced  to  Glasnevin  during  the  year,  and  their  places  have 
since  been  filled  up. 

Agricultural  Class, — This  class  has  been  well  attended  during  the 
last  three  months.  Upwards  of  forty  are  on  the  roll  at  present ;  but 
the  attendance  has  fluctuated  very  much  throughout  the  year ;  at  one 
time  six  or  eight,  at  another  time  the  numbers  would  swell  to  an  incon- 
venient size  for  one  person  to  manage.  This  fluctuation  is  partly 
caused  by  its  being  optional  with  the  pupils  to  attend,  and  partly  from 
the  difliculty  of  arranging  the  hour  for  agricultural  instruction  so  as 
not  to  interfere  with  the  arrangements  of  the  literary  school 

Industrial  Class. — This  class  has  not  been  so  successful  as  I  expected. 
The  attendance  has  been  most  irregular,  and,  consequently,  litUe  pro- 
gress conld  result  from  it.  This  is  much  to  be  regretted,  as  it  is  a  class 
from  which  much  good  may  be  expected.  At  present  ft  numbers  eight, 
though  two  months  ago  it  was  reduced  to  two. 

Modd  ^ann.-— The  general  work  of  the  hxm  has  progressed  as 
Qsoal  since  last  report.  Some  slight  modifications  were  introduced,  and 
additional  experiments  instituted,  which  I  shall  briefly  detail  The 
plot  where  the  potatoes  and  cabbages  were  grown  was  subsoiled,  the 
manure  applied  as  the  work  was  executed,  over  which  the  soil  was 
roughly  drilled.  In  the  hollows  of  the  drills  the  cabbages  were  planted 
early  in  November,  1S53,  and  the  earth  from  the  top  of  the  drill  served 
to  mould  the  cabbages  in  spring  when  the  ground  was  left  perfectly  flat. 
In  the  first  week  of  March  the  potatoes  were  planted  in  the  intervals 
between  the  lines  of  cabbages.  A  slight  deviation  from  our  former 
practice  occurred  in  the  mode.of  planting  :  as  the  hole  was  made  the 
set  was  put  into  it,  and  covered  by  the  earth  taken  up  in  making  the 
next  hole,  into  which  a  set  was  dropped  in  turn,  which  was  again 
covered  by  the  earth  taken  up  to  make  the  next,  and  so  on  ;  thus  the 
making  of  one  hole  covered  the  one  immediately  before  it  in  the  same 
drill,  whereas  last  season  the  entire  set  of  holes  of  one  drill  were 
covered  by  making  the  entire  set  of  holes  of  the  next  drill.  The  cab- 
bages were  subsequently  earthed  with  turnip  or  draw  hoes,  and  no 
farther  tillage  was  given  |;ill  they  were  removed  in  the  end  of  May  and 
early  in  June,  before  they  interfered  injuriously  with  the  potatoes. 
After  the  removal  of  the  potatoes,  in  the  month  of  August,  rape  was 
planted,  and  a  crop  exceeding  twelve  tons  per  acre  removed  in  the  end 
of  October,  making  in  all  tJiree  crops  on  one  manuring  in  kss  than  twelve 
months* 

Another  deviation  from  onr  former  piactioe  was  the  ploughing4n  of 
the  mannxe  for  the  turnip  crop.  The  .application  of  manure  in  this 
way  to  potato,  cabbage,  carrot,  parsnips,  and  bean  cultuse,  has  long,  been 
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Athu 
Af^del  Farm. 


Appendix  I.  a  fayourite  plan  with  me^  bnt  I  never,  until  last  season,  attempted  it 
-_  /""^,.  in  the  growth  of  turnips.  I  am  happy  to  report  the  full  realization  of 
to  Drf^Cirk-  my  expectations — so  much  so,  that  I  intend  extending  it  to  the  mangfl 
patriek'sReport  crop  this  season.  To  me  it  appears  to  be  the  cheapest  and  most  efiec- 
tual  system  of  green-crop  culture,  and  decidedly  less  objectionable  than 
the  method  of  applying  the  manure  in  ordinary  practice. 

In  grain  culture,  the  "Lois  Weedon"  system  has  undergone  a  trial 
and  the  result  has  been  very  encouraging.  I  need  not  describe  the 
modus  operandi^  as  it  is  now  so  well  known,  but  merely  give  the  reeol: 
of  the  experiment.  The  soil  is  a  light  calcareous  loam,  and  the  tlllao;^ 
after  the  seed  was  sown  was  simply  two  hoeings  of  the  drills  follow^ 
by  hand- weeding,  and  three  deep  diggings  of  the  intervals.  So  favour- 
ably impressed  have  I  been  with  the  result  that  I  have  devoted  one  of 
the  divisions  of  the  original  farm  to  a  continuation  of  it.  I  may  also 
state  that  the  grain  used  was  oats,  as  the  season  was  too  fJEir  advanced 
to  sow  wheat  before  I  got  instruction  to  give  the  system  a  trial.  The 
following  table  shows  the  result : — 


Period  of 
Sowing. 

Quantity  of 
Seed. 

Time  of 

ProduM. 

Sritem. 

Reaping.  1  Weighing. 

Straw. 

Grain. 

Broadcast,  . 
LoisWeedon, 

Mar.  16, 
Mar.  30, 

]0  8t.  per  1 

Btat.  acre.  ,  Sept.  7, 

1 
2  St.  li  lbs.  i  Sept.  15, 

Sept.  22, 

tM.  ewi.  qo.  Xbm.  .  ewt.   «■.  Ai. 
2    5    0    8      22     2    1 

2     7     0     8  i  23     10 

The  difference  shown  by  the  above  table  is  certainly  very  trifling, 
but  it  is  in  favour  of  the  *'  Lois  Weedon"  plan,  especially  when  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  are  taken  into  account.  The  sowing  was 
later  by  a  fortnight  than  the  broadcast  grain ;  it  was  on  the  worst  pan 
of  the  field,  and  it  suffered  more  from  the  birds  than  the  broadcast 
grain.  The  small  quantity  of  seed  is  a  striking  feature  in  this  system, 
and  the  total  absence  of  weeds  is  another — both  of  much  importance 
to  the  Irish  fiEurmer. 

Several  experiments  were  instituted  to  test  the  respective  merits  c^ 
a  few  artificial  manures  as  top-dressings  for  grain.  The  accompanying 
table  exhibits  the  details  and  results  : — 


Period  of 
Sowing. 

Time  of 
drearing. 

Manaro  aaed. 

Time  of 
Reaping. 

Produce  of 

No. 

Straw. 

Grain. 

1 

2 

3 
4 

Apr.  6  &  7, 

May  26, 

40  bushels  Boot, 
1  cwt.  nit.  BodaO 
1  cwt.  common  > 
salt,  mixed,    ) 
I  cwt.  nit.  alone. 
Nothing,     .        ^ 

Sept.  18, 

Sept.  20, 

Sept.  20, 
Sept.  21, 

cwt.  qa.  UN. 
32     2     0 

26     0     0 

Not  weigbMt 
Do.. 

18     2     U 

16  0    0 

15     2    8 

17  0  16 

The  field  in  which  these  experiments  were  conducted  was  in  a  veiy 
foul  and  exhausted  state  when  it  came  into  our  possession.  Upwaids 
of  100  cart  loads  of  couch-grass  and  other  weeds  were  taken  out  of  it 
previous  to  sowing,  so  that,  according  to  Mr.  Pusey,  ^  it  was  in  the 
proper  state  for  testing  the  relative  effects  of  the  manures.*'  From  tbe 
trial  given,  nitrate  of  soda  does  not  seem  to  realize  the  high  opinion 
«xpre»9ed  by  Mr.  Pnsey  and  Mr.  Hope,  but>  on  the  oontraty,  had  an 
injuiioiiB  effi^t. 
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Tho  subjoined  experiments  on  the  different  sorts  of  mangel  manures  Appkimx  I. 
and  tillage  were  also  carried  out  here  this  season  : —  II.  Appendix 

to  Dr.  Kirk- 

'■  p«triek'tR«poit. 


No. 


1 
2 
3 

A 

5 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


Time 
of  Sowing. 


MajS, 

>f 
May  4, 

t> 

f» 
May  6, 


Kind  and  qoaniitj  of  Muiure. 


20  tons  farm-yard  manure  and  4  cwt.  bone 

compound, 

Do..  3  cwt.  bone  compound  and  1  bush. 

salt, 

Do.,  1  cwt.  bone  compound  and  20  bush. 

soot, 

Do.,  2  bush,  salt  and  20  bush,  soot,     . 

Botted  weeds  and  5  cwt.  bone  compound, 

Do.,  and  1|  cwt.  bone  compound  and 

20  bush,  soot. 


Do.,  and  2  bush,  salt  and  20  bush 
Ashes  alone,  . 
40  tons  farm-yard  manure, 
8  cwt.  bone  compound, 
20  bushels  soot  and  2  salt, 
No  manure,    . 


soot. 


Period  of 

Lifting 

and  Weighing 


Nov.  6, 


Nov.  8, 

•.   10, 
Nov.*  13, 


Produoa. 


19  0 
18  10 
17  0 
23  13 
23    3 

20  4 
14  16 


Aiky 
ModslFarm. 


UmH  ewt.  qn 

20  4     0 

21  0     0 

21  1  2 
24  3  0 
20  10    0 


The  results  exhibited  by  the  above  table  are  very  varied.  It  would 
appear  in  the  first  set  of  experiments  (down  to  No.  4)  with  farmyard 
manure,  that  the  application  of  salt  and  soot  was  roost  beneficial,  and 
that  the  produce  increased  from  an  increased  application.  On  looking 
at  the  second  set  (from  No.  5  to  7)  with  rotted  weeds,  it  would  seem 
that  the  reverse  was  the  case.  This,  however,  is  easily  explained,  as 
it  was  by  the  use  of  refuse  salt  that  tho  decomposition  of  the  weeds 
was  chiefly  effected,  and,  perhaps,  the  quantity  of  salt  used  in  addition 
was  in  excess.  No.  1 1  would  support  this  view^  as  it  is  the  same  com- 
plement, used  without  the  rotted  weeds  or  any  other  manure,  and  the 
return  is  larger.  It  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  difierence  exhibited 
by  Nos.  9  and  10,  compared  with  No.  1.  Both  used  separately  give  a 
larger  return  than  when  halved  and  combined.  I  have  no  doubt  but 
that  the  bone  compound  is  a  valuable  fertilizer,  and  may  be  applied  with 
advantage  to  some  soils,  though  it  is  not  very  marked  in  its  results  in 
this  set  of  experiments. 

The  next  set  of  experiments  to  which  I  would  call  your  attention 
was  undertaken  with  a  view  to  ascertain  which  variety  of  mangel  would 
yield  the  largest  acreable  produce.  The  subjoined  table  shows  the 
result: — 

tons  ewt 

Yellow  globe, 20    16 

Bed       do., 20     8 

Longred,  20     7 

From  ihe  for^^ing  it  would  seem  that  the  yellow  globe  variety  has 
the  adrantage ;  and  in  all  my  former  experiments,  extending  over  fire 
years,  it  has  maintained  the  pre-eminence.  I  consider  it  the  most 
superior  root  for  all  classes  of  soil. 

Another  experiment,  somewhat  similar  to  the  one  established  last 
year,  as  to  drilling  on  the  flat  and  at  different  distances,  was  also  cap^ 
ried  out  this  year.  In  this  set  nothing  but  &nn-yard  manure  was 
used,  which  was  trenched  in.  The  accompanying  table  shows  the 
result:*— 
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Form  of  Drill 


Width. 


DIstanro  of 
Plants  in  DrilL 


Produce. 


Haised, 

Flat,    • 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 


27  inches, 
27      „ 
24      „ 
21       ,. 
18      „ 


12  inches, 
12      „ 
11      „ 
10      „ 
9        „ 


ton*,  ewts.  qrv 

23  13  O 

17  8  1 

22  1  2 

15  14  1 

19  14  1 


As  far  as  the  flat  drills  are  concerned,  it  is  iu  fay  oar  of  the  two  fer' 
drills,  which  is  exactly  in  accordance  with  last  year's  experiment.  I: 
is  but  proper  to  remark  that  there  was  less  or  more  failure  in  the  fc 
drills,  and,  consequently,  a  good  deal  of  transplanting  Lad  to  be  d;/r 
which  partly  accounts  for  the  smallness  of  the  returns,  especiallv  '"■> 
No.  2  and  No.  4  items. 

One  pound  of  white  Silesian  beet  was  sown,  and  the  produce  amountrl 
to  18  tons  11  cwt.  1  qr,  per  statute  acre,  which  I  consider  a  good  ct»-; 

Our  experiments  on  the  turnip  crop  were  much  more  varied  aci 
extensive  than  on  the  mangel ;  in  fact  too  extensive  and  complicate-- 
for  one  person  to  manage  properly,  or  attend  to  so  closely  as  th  ; 
required ;  and  the  consequence  is,  that  I  am  only  able  to  recr. 
four  items  correctly,  and  these  convey  a  very  feint  impression  of  tk 
value  of  the  series,  had  I  been  so  fortunate  as  to  be  able  to  coD<i£-* 
them  all  successfully : — 


No. 


Time  of 
•owing. 


Kind  and  qnuititj  of  Msnarc. 


Time  of 
liftiiig  and 
weighing. 


May  12 


May  24, 


May  29, 


May  31, 


Compost  of  ashes  and  road-scrapings 
ploughed  in  with  24  bushels  soot, 
2  bushels  salt,  and  1  cwt.  guano,  per 
Irish  acre, 

Boad-scrapings,  bog-mould,  and  farm- 
yard manure  ploughed  in  witli  4^  cwts. 
bone  compound,  per  Irifch  acre,    . 

Farm-yard  manure  ploughed  in  with 
1  cwt.  guano,  1  cwt.  bone  compound, 
1  cwt.  superphosphate  lime,  and  20 
bushels  soot, 

Farm-yard  manure  ploughed  in  with  40 
bushels  eoot  and  20  bushels  SiUt,  . 


I 
Dec.  12.  ,  25  U 


—  21 


—         I    18     Iti 


—        1" 


The  next  experiment  is  a  very  intore.stiug  one  at  the  present  tier 
Many  attempts  have  been  made  to  bring  this  crop  under  the  notice  •! 
the  Irish  farmer,  but  apparently  with  little  success.  It  is  some  vta-- 
ago  since  I  began  to  grow  kohl  rabi,  yet  I  cannot  say  that  it  has  »■: 
ever  will  become  a  favourite  with  me.  A  most  impartial  trial-was  gi  v  : 
it,  as  the  details  will  show.  Some  seed  .of  bpth  kinds  was  sown  in  t! - 
garden  in  the  month  of  March,  at  the  time  of  our  usual  sowing  of  ca'- 
bage  seeds,  which  was  transplanted  shortly  after  the  seed  sown  in  th' 
field  had  brairded.  I  am  sorry  the  turnips  grown  beside  the  kohl  ruHi 
were  not  weighed,  but  I  take  the  avenige  of  the  four  lots  given  abor:- 
as  tUe  standard  of  compaxison :-— > 

PnooccB. 
tons  cvt.  qrs. 

Green  kohl  rabi.  transplanted     .        •        .        .  15  6  3 

Bed            do.,            do.,              .        .        .        .  15  6  3 
Green        do.,  from  seed  sown  at  the  same  time 

as  turnips  and  iu  same  manner,        .        .      '  .  13  0  0 

Bed           do.,            do 11  0  e 

Average  ot  turnip  crop, 20  16  S' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1854.]  0/  National  Education  in  Ireland.  227 

Kohl  rabi  lias  its  advocates,  ami  it  may  have  its  alvant:i;^cq,  but  it   ArrENDixI. 
is  4uite  evident  from  the  above  that  its  produce  is  dociiledly  inferior  to  jj  App^'.ix 
turnips,  and  I  have  always  found  it  8o.     Our  cattle  do  not  relish  it  to  Dr.  tCirk- 
iiiiich.     It  would  appear  that  sowing  it  in  a  seed  bed  and  transplanting  p»trick*sRoport. 
it  is  the  best  method  of  cuUiyating  it;  and  it  would  also  appear  that         '^y 
there  is  very  little  difference  between  the  red  and  green  varieties.    The  Model  Parm. 
difference  between  the  sown  red  and  ereen  may  be  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  in  hoeing  the  crop  a  number  of  vacancies  were  made  by 
an  inexperienced  hoer,  and  rape  plants  were  put  into  the  blanks.    The 
red  being  on  the  outside,  and  consequently  first  hoed,  suffered  more. 

Permanent  Improvements. — On  newly  opened  farms,  or  where  subse- 
quent additions  are  made  to  the  original  farm,  permanent  improve- 
ments usually  form  a  very  heavy  item.  In  our  case  this  is  strikingly 
exemplified.  The  heaviest  improvement  that  was  undertaken  on  this 
farm  was  the  reclamation  of  about  two  acres  of  waste  and  common  on 
the  southern  boundary  of  the  farm,  and  to  which  I  referred  in  my  last 
Report.  This  is  now  well  nigh  completed.  It  has  cost  about  £85,  a 
pretty  high  figure  it  must  be  confessed,  but  when  it  is  remembered  that 
it  is  free  of  rent,  <kc.,  that  the  farm  was  insecure  on  that  side — 
that  previously  it  was  a  nuisance,  while  now  it  is  valuable  land — 
that  the  whole  of  the  material  for  levelling  had  to  be  carted  from  a 
distance,  and  pits  had  to  be  filled  up  to  the  depth  of  six  feet,  that  the 
entire  surface  soil  had  to  be  put  on  it,  and  two-thirds  of  it  carted  to  it 
— it  cannot  be  considered  too  high.  A  considerable  proportion  of  both 
tile  and  stone  draining  was  executed  daring  the  year.  Fences  were 
levelled,  and  a  new  one  built.  Trenching  and  trench-ploughing  also 
formed  a  portion  of  our  preparatory  tillage. 

Live  Stock. — The  live  stock  are  treated  in  somewhat  the  same  way 
as  described  in  my  last  llcport,  and  the  dairy  business  exactly  similar. 
The  number  of  stock  is  about  the  same  as  last  year,  as  no  additional 
accommodation  was  provided.  Buildings  are  now  in  course  of  erection 
for  young  stock,  fat  cattle,  pigs,  and  sheep,  and,  when  completed,  will 
add  much  to  the  comfort  of  the  stock  and  the  improvement  and  use- 
fulness of  the  establishment. 

Progress  of  Agrundtural  Improue7nent. — Improved  fanning  in  this 
neighbourhood  is  advancing  rapidly ;  and  farm  implements  of  the  most 
efficient  kind  are  becoming  common.  There  are  some  farmeries  here 
that  are  well  stocked  with  new  and  improved  implements  of  all  des- 
criptions, and  the  district  can  now  boast  of  a  reaping  machine,  steam- 
engines  for  farm  purposes,  and  of  threshin":  machines,  both  fixed  and 
movable.  Farming  in  general  is  becoming  properly  understood. 
Many  things,  of  course,  have  yet  to  be  learned,  but  on  the  whole  the 
progress  is  very  striking.  That  this  institution  has  been  instrumental 
in  helping  forv\'ard  this  desirable  state  of  affairs  hanlly  admits  of  a 
doubt.  A  considerable  quantity  of  Italian  rye-grass  has  been  sown  in 
different  parts  of  the  country  from  our  recommendation  of  it,  and  from 
its  successful  growth  here.  Ploughing-in  of  manure  and  trench-plough- 
ing has  also  been  practised  by  at  least  one  of  our  constant  visiters.  I 
could  not  record  one-half  of  the  instances  where  I  have  been  applied 
to  for  information  on  the  details  of  practical  farming.  Numerous 
visiters  of  the  farming  class  called  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  infor- 
mation, and  written  applications  from  parties  at  a  distance  all  tend  to 
prove  the  usefulness  of  the  institution.  I  might  also  mention  that  I 
have  been  called  upon  to  visit  farms  to  give  advice  respecting  their 
management  or  suggest  improvements. 

The  balance  sheet  bespeaks  a  fair  share  of  success,  especially  when 
it  is  borne  in  mind  that  an  addition  was  made  to  our  farm  during  the 
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Appendix  I.  past  year,  on  winch  a  great  deal  of  miscellaneous  and  unaocounted  k- 
If.  Appendix  improvements  were  carried  out,  besides  a  considenible  portion  of  tit 
to  Dr.  Kirk-  previous  lioldlug  was  exceedingly  difficult  to  till,  clean,  and  othenri«r 
patrick'sRcport.  mako  ready  for  crop. 

"^  Jn  conclusion  I  beg  to  thank  those  gentlemen  who  so  kindly  cci- 

ModelFarm.  sen  ted  to  act  as  valuators,  and  who  favoured  me  with  their  opinii^t- 
of  the  general  management  of  the  department  under  my  charge,  *^ 
which  I  beg  to  call  your  attention. 

William  M'Meekin,  Agricnltnri^. 

We,  the  undersigned,  hereby  certify  that  we  have  on  this  day  (i:3rd 
December,  1854)  valued  the  farm  produce,  stock,  implements,  ^c.  &( 
the  Athy  District  Model  Farm  ;  that  we  have  examined  each  ium 
separately,  and  that  tho  value  of  each  is  fairly  represented  accordin.' 
to  the  best  of  our  knowledge  and  belief. 

While  acting  thus  in  the  capacity  of  valuators  to  such  an  establi^- 
ment,  we  would  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  ofier  a  few  remarks  c«a 
its  working  during  our  knowledge  of  it  as  a  "  Model  Farm,"  claimitii: 
no  ordinary  amount  of  attention  in  this  neighbourhood.  We  koe^ 
this  farm  antecedent  to  its  coming  into  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners 
of  National  Education,  since  which  period  we  have  been  every  daj 
conversant  with  its  working,  and  are  fully  cognizant  of  the  beneficial 
influence  it  lias  exercised  on  the  husbandry  of  this  neighbourhoML 
We  have,  as  "pi-actical  agriculturists,"  narrowly  watched  its  operatiui^ 
since  the  comnienceuieut,  and  feel  proud  in  having  this  opportunity  t.' 
record  our  approval  of  it,  as  an  educational  agricultunU  institution. 
The  value  of  such  an  institution,  in  an  exclusively  agricultural  distriet 
like  this,  where  something  of  improved  husbandry  was  very  m&di 
needed,  can  be  fully  appreciated  only  by  those  who  have  benefited  bj 
its  example.  That  this  farm  has  operated  successfully  in  effecting  a 
reformation  in  farm  management  in  this  neighbourhood  is  an  undeii- 
able  fact,  and  that  it  is  eminently  calculated  to  promote  still  further  $<< 
desirable  an  object  admits  not  of  a  doubt,  particularly  when  it  is 
remembered  that  there  are  eight  *'  resident  pupils"  in  the  establishmeDt 
receiving  theoretic  instruction  daily,  with  ample  opportunities  ti 
becoming  practically  acquainted  with  the  practical  details  of  skilled 
husbandry ;  and  that  there  are  **  Industrial  and  Agricultural  Classes," 
who  also  participate  in  these  advantages. 

These  are  facilities  by  which  knowledge  may  be  easily  acquired  bv 
the  members  of  every  grade,  who  are  thus  afforded  equal  opportunities 
for  advancing  themselves  in  every  department  of  so  essential  an  edu- 
cation. It  must  therefore  be  apparent  that  the  rising  generation  will 
derive  knowledge  from  sources  unknown  to  their  fathers,  and  that  the 
time  is  fast  approaching  when  the  benefits  of  industrial  education  will 
be  acknowledged,  and  the  condition  of  the  people  be  generally  amelio- 
rated by  its  operation.  A  mere  outline  of  the  opportunities  afforded 
in  the  Athy  District  Model  School  should  be  a  sufficient  inducement 
for  every  parent  to  secure  a  position  therein  for  his  child,  rwhile,  at  the 
same  time,  the  example  set  forth  on  its  farm  is  such  as  should  be  imi- 
tated by  every  practical  cultivator  of  the  soil. 

There  is  another  appendage  connected  with  the  working  of  the  Model 
Farm  that  we  should  not  pass  by  unnoticed — namely,  the  I>airy  Depart- 
ment, which  is  alike  creditable  to  its  skilful  manager  as  it  is  profitable 
to  the  Commissioners.  We  have  carefully  examined  its  working,  whidi 
exhibits  a  very  striking  illustration  of  what  dairy  management  is  able 
to  produce  when  conducted  with  skill  and  industry. 

P.  O'Bbikn,  I  tt  1     X 

MiCHL.   CONEMT,/^**™**^'*' 
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Affshdix  I. 
6.  MuNSTER  Model  Aori cultural  School,  County  Cork.  ,,   . „ 

Jannary  10,  1855.      ^^j^ 
As   there  are  no  pupils  yet  instructed  at  this  establishment,  the         - — 
l>iiildings  requisite  for  their  accommodation  not  being  yet  erected,  my   ModdF^rm, 
olDservations  must  be  confined  to  a  detail  of  the  fe.rm  management  and 
i  ts  results  for  the  past  year.     The  cultivation  of  the  farm  has  under- 
gone a  considerable  change  by  the  introduction  of  two  implements,  viz., 
11  ornsby's sowing  machine, and Scouler's  two-horse  grubber, — ^the  plough  - 
liaving  become  a  secondary  implement.    In  preparing  the  ground  for : 
green  crops,  the  manure  is  spread  on  the  surface  in  winter,  and  ploughed- 
in  with  a  good  furrow.     In  spring  the  grubber  is  used  once,  and  again 
immediately  before  sowing  the  seeds.     All  root  weeds  are  thrown  on 
the  surface  without  breaking  or  cutting  the  roots.     "Winton  forks  are 
then  used  in  gathering  the  couch  and  other  weeds.    Homsby's  machine,' 
.drawn  by  one  horse,  deposits  the  seeds  of  carrots,  mangels,  or  turnips,  at  a 
d  i  stance  varying  from  twenty-two  to  thirty- three  inches,  as  the  case  may  • 
he,  and  sows  ten  statute  acres  in  the  day  of  ten  hours.    If  special  manures 
are  used,  these  are  spread  on  the  surface  by  the  hand,  and  are  well- 
harrowed  in  before  the  sowing  machine,  which  deposits  the  seeds  on- 
the  flat.     Cheapness,  expedition,  regular  sowing  of  seeda  at  a  proper 
depth,  and  at  a  proper  season,  with  the  ground  in  a  fine  state  of  tilth, 
are  some  of  the  recommendations  of  using  a  drill  machine  on  soil  pre- 
j)ared  with  the  grubber,  as  here  described.     On  dry  and  well-drained 
toils  this  system  of  cultivation  is  pre-eminent,  and  is  peculiarly  well 
adapted  to  sheep  farming,  where  the  system  of  eating  off  the  turnips  is 
extensively  adopted.     On  last  season,  the  flat  drills  of  turnips,  on  a 
worse  soil  with  the  same  man  are,  produced  a  considerably  heavier  crop 
over  the  system  of  raised  drills,  where  the  manure  was  carted  into  the 
drills.     This  season  I  shall  be  able  to  give  you  some  decided  experi-, 
iiients  on  this  subject.     There  is  some  difficulty  in  sowing  carrot  seeds, 
unless  well  mixed  with  pollard  or  fine  bran.     The  grubber  is  a  most 
valuable  implement  in  preparing  green  crop  soils  for  wheat,  barley,  or 
oats.    The  seeds  of  cliarlock,  or  wild  mustard,  when  present  in  the 
soil,  are,  by  the  use  of  the  grubber,  prevented  from  coming  so  near  the 
surface  as  to  vegetate,  and  thus  one  cause  of  the  yellowness  of  our  corn- 
fields is  prevented,  as  the  cultivation  of  the  green  crops  of  the  preced- 
ing year  destroyed  the  seeds  near  the  surface;  but,  prepare  it  by  the» 
plough,  and  the  evil  is  at  once  manifest.  * 

The  comparative  quantities  of  cereal  seeds  sown  on  this  farm,  under 
the  old  and  present  systems,  will  be  seen  from  the  following  state- 
ment : — 

Wheat.    Barley.     Oats. 

Old  plan  of  broadcast  hand-sowing,        10  12        12  to  14)    per  stdtute 

New  system  of  drill-sowing  by  machine,  3  4         5  to   b' j*       acr6. 

The  wheat  is  sown  at  the  distance  of  thirteen  inches  in  the  drill ;  winter 
oats,  thirteen  inches;  and  barley  and  spring  oats, from  seven  to  twelve 
inches.  These  crops  are  all  hand-hoed,  at  a  cost  of  2«.  Sc?.  per  acre  for  each 
hoeing.  The  wheat  is  hoed  three  times,  oats  twice,  and  barley  once. 
The  grass  seeds  and  clover  are  sown  at  the  last  hoeing,  and  are  effec- 
tually covered  by  it.  The  harvesting  of  these  crops  is  performed  as 
follows : — three  mowers  with  the  common  scythe,  having  a  cradle 
attached,  each  having  one  woman  making  bands,  one  lifting  the  corn 
and  forming  it  into  sheaves,  and  a  third  binding,  with  two  stookers, 
were  able  to  cut  down  four  acres  of  standing  wheat,  or  five  of  barley  or 
oats.    The  mowers  received  2«.  6(i.  per  day,  stookers,  2«.,  and  binders. 
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ApmrDxx  1/  &c.,  1«.  3d.     The  cost  of  reaping  and  stooking  one  acre  of  wbcat  a 
II  AwMndix     ^*'  ^^'^  ^^  barley  or  oats,  4«.  8j^d.  per  statute  acre, 
to  DrKirk-  LiveStock  and  Dairy  Management, — To  the  question,  what  is  the  profit 

patrick'sBepoTt.  realized  from  dairy  farming  1  very  unsatisfactory  answers  have  beta 
2I^~^  generally  given.  Calculations  have  been  based  upon  supposition :— a 
Model  Fctrm.  COW  giving  an  avemge  of  eight  quarts  of  milk  per  day,  which,  at  ^d, 
per  qnart,  amounts  to  £24  6s.  8d.  per  annum ;  the  cost  of  keeping  ai»i 
attending  a  cow  for  the  same  time  amounts  to  £10,  the  difference  beic? 
the  profit  per  cow.  This  sum  is  never  realized,  even  where  the  pro- 
duce is  disposed  of  as  new  milk  in  large  towns,  as  the  cost  of  feeding 
and  attendance  is  necessarily  higher  in  such  places.  With  sach  kxeNs 
calculations  I  trust  the  following  statistical  particulars  regarding  the 
management  of  the  dairy  of  the  Munster  Model  Farm  during  the  past 
year  may  prove  useful.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1854,  there  were  five 
milch  cows,  some  of  which  calved  in  July,  and  others  in  December, 
of  the  previous  year.  One  cow  was  added  on  the  Ist  of  Febroair, 
three  in  the  letter  end  of  April,  and  the  same  number  on  the  1st  of 
June.  The  total  number  of  cows  giving  milk  to  the  end  of  the  year  was 
twelve,  or  nearly  ten  ou  an  average  for  the  whole  year.  The  prodoee 
in  butter  from  these  cows  was  23  cwt.  3  qrs.  2 1  lbs.,  sold  in  the  Cork 
market  for  £110  18s.  ^d,;  41,652  gallons  of  skimmed  milk  were  sold 
for  £23  2s.  10(2.,  and  26|  gallons  of  sweet  milk  for  18s.  10<f.;  tlie 
remainder  of  the  milk  was  given  to  young  pigs  and  twelve  calTes. 
The  surest  and  most  simple  way  of  arriving  at  the  quantity  of  milk 
consumed  by  the  calves  and  pigs,  is  to  deduct  the  quantity  of  milk  saU 
from  the  total  yielded  by  the  cattle  during  the  year.  From  the  experi- 
ments conducted  last  summer,  it  appears  that  one  pound  of  butter  k 
produced  by  nine  quarts  of  milk.  By  a  simple  calculation  we  shall  find 
the  value  of  the  skimmed  milk  consumed  by  the  calves  and  pigs  to  be 
£10  4s.  6d.  The  calves  also  consumed  for  the  first  three  weeks  378 
gallons  of  sweet  milk,  which,  at  6d.  per  gallon,  comes  to  £9  9s. 

The  cows  consumed  in  the  six  months  of  summer  five  acres  of  ItaliaD 
rye-grass,  which  was  cut  three  times,  half  an  acre  of  cabbages,  half  ui 
acre  of  vetches,  the  leaves  of  four  acres  of  mangel,  and  the  grass  of 
five  acres,  set  apart  for  grazing  and  exercise.  In  winter  they  also  con- 
sumed  the  produce  of  five  acres  of  mangel  and  turnips,  or  110  tons  of 
these  roots.  The  straw  used  for  feeding  and  litter  is  not  taken  into 
account,  as  the  manure  is  of  equivalent  value.  The  cows  did  not 
receive  hay  summer  or  winter,  its  place  being  supplied  by  barley,  oat, 
or  wheat  straw. 

The  following  is  a  summaiy  account  of  receipts  and  expenses: — 

Recbipts. 

£  «.  d. 

By  butter  sold,       .           .           .           .           .           .      1 10  18  4 

„  Milk  sold,           .            .                         .            .            .        24  1  8 

„  Milk  cousumed  by  pigs  and  calves,  valued  at  .           .        19  13  6 

Payments. 

To  rent  and  taxes  of  10  acres  of  grass  at  £2  per  acre, 
,,  Seeds  of  clover  and  grass,         .... 
„  Cost  of  raising  half  an  acre  of  cabbage  at  £7  per  acre, 
„  Costof  vetches  at  £5  per  acre, 
„  Cost  of  5  acres  of  mangels  and  turnips  at  £8  per  acre, 

; ,,  One  man,  at  7*.  per  week,  attending  the  cows, 
,,  One  woman,  at  3».  6d.  per  week, 
„  Sundry  expense8»  including  firkins,  salt,  &c.» 
Profit, 
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The  profit  per  cow  is  £5  Is,  7d.;  per  acre,  £3  3*.  6d.;  tlie  average  Appendix  L 
quantity  of  milk  given  by  each  cow  daily  is  seven  quarts;  the  average  jj  Appendix 
number  of  pounds  of  butter  from  each  cow's  milk  in  the  year  is  268,  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
and  the  average  price  of  butter  per  pound,  a  little  more  than  9|flf.  i»»rick*8Report. 
The  cost  of  feeding  each  cow  during  the  year  is  £7  2s, ;  of  attend-      M^er 
ance,  £3  os.  9d.     The  quantity  of  ground  required  for  the  support  of  Mode!  Farm. 
each  cow  per  year  is  1a.  2r.  16p.,  statute  measure. 

The  following  experiments,  conducted  with  great  care^  on  the  different 
kinds  of  food  usually  given  to  cows,  will  be  found  interesting  and 
valuable.  The  cows  were  house-fed  summer  and  winter,  and  had 
access  to  a  pasture  field  for  four  hours  daily;  in  addition  to  the  food 
mentioned  in  each  experiment,  they  received  oat  straw,  the  refuse  of 
which  was  used  for  litter.  The  milk  was  measured  every  morning 
and  evening,  skimmed  after  setting  36  hours,  and  churned  generally  in 
one  hour  at  a  temperature  of  60*". 

These  experiments  not  being  so  comprehensive  as  would  be  desirable, 
they  shall  be  repeated  next  season.  The  grass,  clover,  cabbage,  and 
inans^el  leaves  were  not  weighed,  but  they  were  given  in  such  quantity  as 
would  not  disturb  the  animal  system.  The  influence  of  a  change  of  food 
Avas  immediately  perceived  in  an  increase  of  milk ;  and  the  effects  of 
the  food  of  the  previous  week  did  not  extend  to  the  succeeding  week, 
so  as  to  have  any  influence  over  the  experiment.  In  reference  to  the 
case  in  which  the  cows  received  mangel  leaves  and  cabbages,  aud  in 
which  there  is  an  increase  of  milk  above  the  previous  week,  but  a  less 
quantity  of  butter,  it  is  right  to  observe,  that  the  cows  did  not  seem  to 
relish  the  cabbages  after  the  mangel  leaves,  a  fact  which  partly  accounts 
for  the  result. 
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12 
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7 
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66 

6-67 

1-47 
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7 

12 

Dec.  1, 

50  lbs.  of  mangel  and 

60  lbs.  of  turnips, . 

7 
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93 

74 

7-22 

1-25 

9-08 

ISxperimenU. — During  the  past  jear  I  instituted  a  numher  of  expe- 
riments, similar  to  those  detailed  m  my  first  report,  and  I  now  beg  to 
submit  the  particulars  thereof,  with  the  results  obtained,  in  the  hope  that 
they  may  not  only  prove  instructive,  but  tend  to  elicit  farther  investi- 
gation and  inquiry. 
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Appendix  to  Twenty-first  Report  of  Commiasionera 
No.  1,  ExPEEiMEKT. — Laing'a  Swede  Turnip. 


[1854. 


Kind  of  Manure. 


Qmntitj  of  Ma- 
I  nure  per  acre. 


Farm-yard  manure,  .    2' tons, 

Farm-^ard  manure,    .         .  |  12^  tons, 
Peruvian  cuano,  .         .    2  cwt., 

Farm-vard  manure,     .        .    12J  tons, 
Bemars  peat  manure  guano,    2  cwt., 
Farm-janl  maimre,     .         .     12-3  tons, 
Perry's  superphosphate,       .    2  cwt., 
Farm-yard  manure,     .        .  i  12^  tuna, 
Goulding's  superphosphate,     I  2  cTV't., 
Farm-yard  manure,     .        .  j  12  tons, 
Home>made  superphosphate,    2  bushels^ 


Cost        1     Weight  of     Valueofiwta'  ,    F,?"^.. 
of  ManuTti.     roots  per  acre.  '     per  aero,      ofcn'^^w'on 
,     *^  j    per  acre,     i 


PioSt. 


I  ' 

d.  tns.  c^rts.  qrs.j  £ 


5  0 
3  18 


3  6  0 

3  6  0 

3  6  0 

3  2  0 


d.\ 


23  12 

22  0 

21  11 

21  8 

20  12 

21  8 


11  16  0 

11  0  0 

10  15  6 

10  14  0 

10  6  0 

10  14  0 


£  $. 

5  0 

5  0 

5  0 


d. 

0 
0 

0 

5  0  0 

5  0  0 

5  0  0 


£    8.  d. 

1  16  0 

2  2  0 

2  9  6 

2  8  0 

2  0  0 

2  12  0 


No.  2,  Experiment. — Laing's  Swede  Turnip. 


Peruvian  guano, 

Bemars  pet  eii.'ino,    . 

Perry's  .vuj/crphosphale, 

Gouldiug  Hsuj)erpno8phate,     j  i\  cwt., 

Home-made  supui-phospbate,  j  3  bubh^'U, 


,  I  4  cwt., 

,  ■  n  cwt., 
;  8  cwt.. 


3  16 

0 

20 

14 

3 

2  16 

0 

16 

14 

0 

2  16 

0 

17 

0 

0 

2  16 

0 

15 

15 

0 

2  16 

0 

17 

13 

0 

10  7 

4 

5 

0 

0 

8  7 

0 

5 

0 

0 

«  10 

0 

5 

0 

0 

7  17 

6 

5 

0 

0 

8  16 

C 

5 

0 

0 

2  11  4 

0  11  0 

0  14  0 

0  1  6 

1  0  6 


No.  3,  Experiment, — Laing's  Swede  Turnip. 


Peruvian  guano, 
Bornars  peat  guano,    . 
Perry's  superpLobphate, 
Goulding's  superpliosphite. 
Home-made  8upei-pbo>phatc, 


4  cwt., 
4  cvkt., 
4  cwt., 
4  cwt.,        .  I 

2^  bushels,  .  j 


IG 
8 
8 

a 

8 


20 
14 
15 
14 
16 


14 
13 

5 
16 

0 


3 

10  7  4 

5  0  0 

0 

7  7  (.• 

5  0  0  1 

0 

7  15  6 

5  0  0 

0 

7  8  0 

5  0  0 

« 

8  0  0 

5  0  0 

2  114 

0  19     0 

1  7  G 
1  0  0 
1  12    0 


In  the  above  experiments  there  are  a  few  facts  to  which  I  wish  to 
direct  attention;  first,  that  superphosphate,  when  combined  with  farm- 
yard manure,  produces  a  more  superior  crop  than  when  it  is  applied 
alone,  while  the  succeeding  grain  crops  and  grasses  are  also  better; 
second,  that  guano,  although  not  producing  so  heavy  a  crop  as  farm- 
yard manure,  yet,  on  account  of  its  portableness,  «fec.,  returns  a  greater 
money  profit,  and  is  the  only  special  manure  to  be  trusted  to  alone, 
from  its  containing  the  greatest  number  of  the  constituents  required  for 
plants;  third,  that  some  home-made  superphosphate,  or  dissolved  bones, 
proves  superior  to  the  other  different  manures,  as  sold  in  the  market, 
although  these  are  very  superior  of  their  class.  To  make  these  experi- 
ments more  valuable  for  future  reference,  it  would  be  well  if  the 
samples  of  manures  experimented  upon  were  taken  from  the  bulk,  and 
their  analyses  published  along  with  the  experiments. 

Flax  Erperiments.—Thoso  exporimeuts  were  conducted  somewhat 
similarly  to  those  which  failed  in  1853,  on  account  of  the  severe  drought 
of  that  summer.  The  ground  was  prepared  in  the  usual  manner,  and 
the  preceding  crops  were  turnips  grown  on  farm-yard  manure  in  the 
summer  of  1851.  Wheat  succeeded  the  turnip  crop,  both  of  which  gave 
good  average  returns.  Turnips  were  again  sown  in  1853,  and  manured 
with  two  cwt.  of  Peruvian  guano,  and  four  bushels  of  dissolved  bones. 
This  crop  was  pretty  good.  The  portion  of  ground  selected  was  clean,  and 
in  good  tilth,  having,  during  the  spring,  received  several  grubbings; 
the  seed  was  sown  on  the  7th  of  May.    The  soil  is  of  the  red  sandstone. 
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porous,  dry,  and  warm,  and  is  not  considered  a  good  flax  Boil.     The   AppEwbix  I. 
different  plots,  of  one  rood  eacb,  ran  tlie  entire  length  of  the  field,  and  jj  Appendix 
cut  two  soils  difierent  in  physical  qualities.     The  manures  sent  down  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
by  the  Flax  Improyement  Society  were  guano,  and  Dr.  Hodges'  flax  patrick^BRepoTt- 
manure,  to  which  I  added  a  third,  namely,  nitrate  of  soda.     I  here       MumUt 
annex  a  sketch  of  the  field;  the  dotted  line  marks  the  division  of  soil:    Model  Farm, 

Gravel. 


The  Peruvian  guano  was  applied  at  the  rate  of  two  cwt.  to  the  acre ; 
nitrate  of  soda,  one  cwt.;  and  Dr.  Hodges'  manure,  at  the  rate  recom- 
mended by  the  Flax  Society.  On  examining  the  plots  carefully 
in  the  early  part  of  August,  I  found  the  manures  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  field  (loam)  had  efiected  no  diflference  in  the  strength, 
appearance,  or  value  of  the  crop  in  the  different  plots,  the  manured 
plots  being  very  little  superior  to  the  plot  that  received  no  ma- 
nure. On  the  upper  part  of  the  field  (gravel)  I  found  guano  to  take 
the  lead,  but  no  difference  perceptible  in  the  plots  sown  with  guano  at 
different  times.  Dr.  Hodges'  manure  and  nitrate  of  soda  appear  to 
be  about  equal  The  crop  was  pulled  in  the  early  part  of  September, 
and  the  seed  was  immediately  rippled.  The  flax  straw  was  weighed 
before  steeping,  and  after  lifting  off  the  grass.  The  weights  of  the  straw, 
and  seeds,  produced  by  the  different  manures  are  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing table : — 


No 

PernTian           Dr.  Hodges'    j      Nitrate  of 

Duumn. 

goano.             flax  manure.              wda. 

cwta.  qrs,  lbs. 

cwts.  qn.  lbs. 

cwt8.  qrs.  Iba.  cwta.  qrs.  lbs. 

Weight  of  flax  seed    . 

0       2       1 

0       2     22 

0      2     16 

0       2       8 

Weight  of  dried  straw, 

before  steeping 

4       0     14 

4       3       0 

4      0      0 

4       0      0 

Weight  of  dried  rtraw, 

after  grassing, 

3       1     21 

3       3       0 

3       0     14 

3       0      0 

Lois  Weedon  system  of  growing  wheat, — Half  an  acre  of  a  very  poor 
soil  was  set  apart  in  the  middle  of  April,  and  sowed  with  oats  as  a  pre- 
paratory crop,  as  recommended  by  Mr.  Smith. 

The  produce  in  oats  was  nine  and  three-quarter  barrels.  The  fal- 
lowed portion  is  now  sown  with  wheat  at  one  and  a-haif  stones  to  the 
acre.  I  have  also  sown  as  an  ordinary  crop,  one  acre  of  wheat  (Lois 
Weedon)  at  one  and  a-half  stones,  to  be  followed  by  the  customary 
crops  of  the  rotation.  In  my  next  report,  I  hope  to  bo  able  to  give 
the  results. 

Bushe  and  Barter's  system  of  feeding  pigs  with  pulped  food  was 
carried  out  on  this  isxm  for  eight  months  with  five  pigs;  but  it  was 
given  np  in  consequence  of  losing  two  pigs  out  of  the  five,  and  from 
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Appendix  I.    the  great  difficulty  of  getting  the  pulped  food  uniformly  fermented,  and 

II  Appendix     ^^^  because  of  the  great  expense  of  pollard  and  meal  to  bring  the 

to  Dr.  Kirk-      pigs  into  any  sort  of  condition.      I  find  it  to  bo  more  profitable  to  boil 

patrick'BRoport.  a  certain  quantity  of  turnips,  and  to  mix  the  boiled  food  with  the  meal, 

Munifr      ^^^  *^  S*^®  ^^®  P*o8  ^^  ^^^  middle  of  the  day  a  certain  quantity  of  raw 

Model  Farm,   mangel  roots. 

"  Permanent  Improvements^'' — Those  effected  last  year  were  erectin^^ 
implement  and  cattle  sheds,  levelling  150  perches  of  fence,  and  con- 
structing  60  perches  of  a  main  drain. 

D.  CuNKiMGnAK,  Agriculturist. 
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7.  Glandoeb  Central  Model  Agricultdbal  National  School,  Appendix  I. 

Countj  Cork.  II.Ap";endix 

T  n    TO'-er  to  Dr.  Kirk- 

Jannaiy  »,  lb05.  patrick'sReport. 

Agricultural  Boarders. — Since  first  of  June  two  boys  were  admitted  alandore 
into  this  class — one  being  a  free  pupil  selected  from  the  "Agricultural  Model  Parm. 
Class^'  attending  the  Glaudore  School — the  other  a  paying  boarder. 
Tw^o  other  applicants  presented  themselves,  and  will,  I  trust,  soon  be 
admitted.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  none  of  these  (except  the  free 
j)upil)  is  from  the  immediate  locality  of  the  School,  which  is  to  be 
attributed  either  to  the  ignomnce  of  the  fiirmers,  of  the  advantages 
available  in  this  institution,  or  their  inability  to  pay  the  small  sum  of 
£,Q  per  annum  towards  the  maintenance  and  education  of  their  sons, 

and  not  to  a  defect  in  the  system  of  agricultural  education  carried  out  , 

lierc.     It  is  gratifying  to  find  applicants  coming  from  a  distance  willing  I 

to  pay  the  required  stipend.     Besides  devoting  the  mornings  (Saturday  I 

excepted)  to  giving  agricultural  instruction  to  the  boarders,  they  are,  I 

permitted  to  attend  the  school,  three  days  in  the  week,  during  the  hour 
of  agricultural  instruction  :  the  evenings  are  devoted  to /i^erary  instruc- 
tion, under  the  superintendence  of  the  Teacher  of  the  Glandore  National 
School.  In  both  departments  they  seem  to  have  made  a  fair  progress, 
and  their  conduct  in  every  other  respect  is  commendable. 

Agricultural  Class. — The  attendance  in  this  class  has  increased  con- 
siderably for  the  last  six  months,  and  at  present  numbers  twenty-eight. 
The  hour  for  giving  agricultural  instruction  is  rather  inopportune — 
after  the  literary  business  of  the  day  is  over  :  a  change  in  the  hour  of 
^'iving  instructions  would,  in  my  opinion,  insure  a  larger  attendance, 
and  cause  better  attention  to  be  paid  to  the  subject 

InduMrial  Class. — This  class  has  not  yet  been  established;  but  I  have 
reason  to  hope  it  will  be  in  full  operation  in  the  ensuing  spring.  I 
believe  the  names  of  twelve  boys,  who  are  anxious  to  join  this  class, 
have  been  forwarded  to  the  Commissioners  for  their  approval. 

Model  Farm. — The  crops  cultivated  this  year  succeeded  very  fairly  ; 
particularly  the  green  crops.  Some  experiments  were  tried  on  difierent 
varieties  of  turnips  and  mangels,  but  circumstances  prevented  me  from 
conducting  them  with  that  degree  of  accuracy  which  would  justify  me 
in  publishing  the  results  as  data  for  the  guidance  of  others.  These 
experiments  shall  again  be  repeated,  and  the  result  of  each  carefully 
and  correctly  tabulated.  The  field  in  clover  (two  and  a  half  acres) 
yielded  abundantly;  and  with  the  addition  of  half  an  acre  of  winter 
vetches,  and  three  and  a-half  acres  of  inferior  pasture,  supported,  from 
tbo  Gth  May  to  the  middle  of  September,  eight  milch  cows,  one  horse, 
and  for  the  most  part,  three  pigs. 

Live  Stock  and  Dairy  Manajemeiit. — Gentlemen  of  good  experience 
in  feeding  stock  wonder  how  the  stock  on  this  farm  can  be  kept  in 
such  a  high  condition,  and  at  the  same  time  admire  the  system  and 
economy  of  having  a  sufiiciency  of  feeding  throughout  the  year.  The 
dairy  department  has  been  attended  with  considerable  success;  the 
produce  obtained  from  eight  milch  cows  realized  the  handsome  sum  of 
£02  13«.  2c/.,  not  taking  into  account  the  large  quantity  of  milk  given 
to  calves  and  piirs.  The  milk  is  regularly  set  in  glazed  earthen  vessels 
for  forty-eight  hours  (the  period  is  generally  longer  in  winj/ier),  the 
cream  taken  off  is  put  into  a  largo  crock,  and  churned  once  a  week. 
The  butter  is  of  a  superior  quality  and  brings  the  highest  price  in  the 
niarket.  The  cattle  are  principally  house-fed,  and  are  in  a  high  and 
thriving  condition. 
4fanttrv«.-— The  greatest  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  collection  of 
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Appendix  I.   manure;  the  dang  from  the  stable,  cow-house,  piggery,  Ac,  is  daily  con- 

jj  .        ,.       veyed  to  the  manure  yard,  and  to  prevent  any  of  the  valuable  part  from 

toDr.  Xirk-     escaping  it  is  regularly  covered  over  with  peat-mould;  and,  as  there  is  no 

potrick^sReport  tank,  I  endeavour  to  have  a  supply  of  dry  peatat hand  to  absorb  theliqu id 

GloMdo        ^  ^^  passes  from  the  cow-shed  ;  occasional  layers  of  seaweed  also  go  to 

Model  Farm,  make  up  the  manure  heaps.    Guano  (2  cwt.  to  the  acre)  in  conjunction 

with  half  farm-yard  manure  (lo  tons)  was  used  for  the  growth  of  Swede 

turnips:  the  result  was  very  favourable.     Guano  (same  as  before)  and 

seaweed  were  also  used  for  the  growth  of  turnips,  but  not  with  the  same 

amount  of  success  as  in  the  previous  case. 

FermanerU  Improvements, — There  were  many  important  and  nec^vsart/ 
improvements  undertaken  during  the  year;  first,  the  making  of  an 
approach  road,  but  the  credit  of  this  I  will  leave  to  my  predecessor,  Mr. 
Kenny,  who  had  it  laid  out  before  I  took  charge  ;  secondly,  draining 
and  reclaiming  a  rood  of  ground,  formerly  a  fish  pond,  at  the  entrance 
gate.  This  has  cost  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  probably  the  wiser 
course  would  have  been  to  leave  it  as  it  was ;  but  that  it  occupied  so 
conspicuous  a  position,  and  formed  an  eye-sore  in  the  appearance  of  the 
farm,  besides  it  answered  as  a  convenient  receptacle  into  which  were 
carted  large  mounds  of  rubbish  which  surrounded  the  farm  buildings, 
so  that  two^eat  objects,  that  of  filling  the  pond  and  getting  rid  of  the 
rubbish,  were  accomplished  at  the  same  time.  The  pond  is  now  nearly 
filled,  and  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  the  most  valuable  portion  of  the 
farm;  part  of  it  is  intended  as  a  kitchen  garden.  Third,  removing  rocks 
from  around  the  building;  all  these  are  in  a  forward  state,  and  will 
take  but  a  short  time  to  have  them  fully  completed. 

Progress  of  Agricultural  Improvement. — I  am  of  opinion  that  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  progress  in  improved  agriculture  has  been  made  in 
this  locality.  I  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  this  place  a  few  years 
antecedent  to  my  appointment  as  agriculturist ;  and  from  what  I  then 
saw  of  the  country,  and  contrasting  it  with  its  present  advanced  and 
prosperous  state,  I  think  I  am  not  over  sanguine  in  stating  that  a  vast 
deal  of  good  has  been  accomplished.  That  a  Model  Farm  placed  in  a 
locality  a  few  years  ago,  as  backward  in  modem  agriculture  as  any  in 
Munster,  must,  it  is  evident,  have  assisted  in  promoting  this  change; 
and  will,  I  trust,  by  its  teaching  and  example,  be  the  means  of  inciting 
still  more  to  follow  its  example,  and  adopt  its  improved  principles. 

,     Huau  DelanTi  Agriculturist. 
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8.  Fabbahy  Modbl  Agiuoultueal  National  School,  County  Cork.  .  Appbwwx,!. 

10th  January,  1855.      ^^'^^^ 
Agricultural  Instruction. — Agricultural  Boarders*  Class. — Thia  class  has  patric>*sR«port. 
been  constantly  filled.    Since  my  last  Beport  three  of  its  members  have      ^5*^^^^ 
been  admitted  to  the  Albert  National  Agricultural  Training  Institution,  Model  Fam, 
at  Glasnevin.     Seyeral  applications  have  been  made  by  the  formers  of 
this  locality,  and  land-stewards,  (both  Irish  and  Scotch)  to  have  their 
sons  admitted  into  this  class,  but  owing  to  our  limited  accommodation 
we  were  unable  to  accede  to  them  until  a  vacancy  would  occur,  which 
seldom  happens,  in  consequence  of  the  few  members  composing  the 
class ;  besides  the  advanced  boys  attending  the  literary  school  always 
get  the  preference  when  these  vacancies  occur ;  but  as  the  Commissioners 
have  granted  permission  to  have  the  number  increased  from  four  to  six, 
it  will  be  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  those  persons  who  are  desirous  of 
becoming  members,  and  who  were,  for  the  cause  above  stated,  unable  to 
do  so  heretofore.    The  conduct  of  the  young  men  and  their  attention  to 
business  are,  as  usual,  exemplary  j  the  most  undisturbed  harmony 
characterising  their  intercourse. 

Agricultural  Class, — The  number  of  pupils  in  this  class  is  equal  to 
that  in  my  lausi  Eeport;  and  they  have  acquired  a  considerable  amount 

.  of  agricultural  knowledge,  take  a  great  interest  in  the  system^  and  pay 
particular  attention  to  all  the  agricultural  subjects  brought  under  their 
notioOb 

Industrial  Class. — This  class  con^sts  of  six  of  the  most  advanced 
pupils  in  the  agricultural  class,  who  assist  in  the  operations  of  the  farm 
during  the  time  specified  in  the  rules  for  the  regulation  of  this  clajqs* 
They  have  at  all  times  given  me  the  greatest  satisfaction,  and  have 
evinced  a  most  cealous  desire  to  become  acquainted  with  the  improved 
system  of  farming.  I  could  adduce  many  instances  in  which  mem- 
bers of  this  class  especially  are  disseminating  the  principles  of  the 
improved  system  of  agriculture  amongst  their  friends  and  neighbour, 
by  pointing  out  to  them  the  proper  manner  to  manage  tlieir  &xmB,  «nd 

,  provinj^  ta  \\imi  tbe errors  they  previously  laboured  under. 

Mmiel  Farm* — In  consequence  of  the  extent  of  the  farm  being  in- 
creased from  18a.  la.  to  41a.  3a.  8p.  the  farmers  now  pay  more  atten- 
tion to  its  progress,  as  they  find  its  present  size  corresponds  more  to 
their  own  circumstances  than  it  formerly  did.  From  this  (act  alone 
mnch  good  may  be  expected,  as  the  persons  that  are  continually  visiting 
it  can  see  many  rotations  carried  out,  and  crops  grown  superior  to  any 

.  in  the  district,  where  but  a  few  years  ago  nothing  but  heather  and  furze 
were  to  be  seen,  and  thereby  be  stimulated  to  adopt  a  similar  system  ; 
besides,  the  young  men  in  connexion  with  the  establishment  can  have 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  things  carried  out  on  a  more  extended  scale, 
also  contrasting  the  appearance  which  it  presented  when  it  came  into 
the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  with  that  which  it  now  presents. 

Crops. — Those  on  the  old  farm  were  above  an  average,  as  a  reference 
to  the  statistics  will  show.  Owing  to  the  late  period  of  the  season  ^t 
which  the  new  portion  came  into  possession,  I  was  enabled  to  till  only 
five  and  a-half  statute  acres,  which  I  cropped  with  Swede  turnips. 
This  portion,  like  the  rest,  was  almost  barren,  having  but  a  few  inches 
of  active  soil  overlying  an  ochrey  incrustation,  termed  pan  ;  this  I  had 
to  get  broken  by  subsoiling,  as  the  soil  was  overrun  with  couch  and 
we^s  of  every  description  that  grow  in  impoverished  land.  After 
enormonis  labour  I  got  them  collected  and  burned,  the  season  being 
favourable  for  this  operation.    I  got  the  turnip  seed  sown  at  the  proper 

t  season^  which  I  manured  wit.h  the  asbes  of  the  weeds  in  conjunction 
VOL.  II.  is 
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ApFsitDix  L  ^th  guano.     In  consequence  of  the  neglected  manner  in  wLich  this 
II.  Appendix     Pprtion  wafi  treated  by  its  former  occupants,  the  seeds  of  weeds  which 
to  Dr.  Kirk-      had  lain  dormant  in  it  germinated  extensivelj,  consequently  the  after- 
'  p4trick'»Report.  culture  was  attended  with  considerable  expense — but  under  the  cir- 
Farrahy      cumstances  the  crop  was  excellent. 
Model  Farm.       Live  Stock. — They  consist  of  one  mare  and  foal,  Ijiree  milch  cows,  two 
plough  bullocks,  one  bull,  two  heifers,  one  calf,  and  eleven  pigs.    Owing 
to  the  increased  extent  of  the  farm,  and  the  new  portion  being  princi- 
pally in  pasture,  the  house- feeding  system  was  not  so  strictly  adhered  to 
as  in  former  years,  as  I  was  compelled  to  admit  them  out  to  pick  the 
scanty  herbage  which  it  produced ;  but  since  the  end  ot  September  I 
had  them  confined  to  their  stalls,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  hours 
daily  on  a  portion  of  ground  allotted  to  them  for  exercise.     The  dairy 
is  managed  according  to  the  most  improved  method.    This  being  a  dairy 
district  there  is  no  demand  for  milk;  besides  two  of  the  cows  were  strip- 
pers, consequently  my  profits,  under  this  head,  were  not  as  much  as 
might  be  expected. 

Manurts. — Of  this  important  substance  the  greatest  care  is  taken 
both  for  its  collection  and  preservation.  It  was  applied  to  the  different 
green  crops  in  conjunction  with  guano  on  the  old  farm,  care  being  taken 
to  cover  it  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  drills  were  opened ;  by  this 
means,  which  I  have  practised  for  the  last  four  years,  I  have  never  bad 
a  failure  in  the  turnip  seed,  d:c. 

Fermanent  Improvements, — These  were  of  a  very  extensive  nature ; 
the  land  being  previously  held  by  several  occupants,  from  which  it  can 
be  inferred  that  the  whole  was  irregularly  divided  into  small  plots  by 
banks  of  earth  and  stones,  not  worthy  the  name  of  fences,  and  these 
plots  were  in  such  a  neglected  state,  that  the  heather  had  once  more 
established  its  reign  in  them.  During  the  summer,  I  got  all  those  in* 
terior  banks  or  fences  levelled  to  the  amount  of  560  perches,  together 
with  filling  up  all  the  inequalities  in  the  plots.  I  also  got  a  mearing 
fence  built  190  perches  long,  faced  at  both  sides  with  stones  and  sods, 
and  planted  with  white  thorn  quicks  in  front  and  furze  plants  on  the 
top.  I  had  likewise  to  make  fifty  perches  of  an  embankment  to 
prevent  the  inroads  of  a  mountain  river  which  p^ses  along  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  fieurm — ^by  this  means  I  gained  a  considerable  portion 
of  land,  besides  preserving  a  large  portion  from  being  washed  off 
annually  by  the  torrent.  I  subsoiled  eleven  and  one-half  statute 
acres  by  the  plough  and  manual  labour  in  conjunction.  The  plough 
was  drawn  by  two  bullocks,  and  turned  the  soil  to  the  depth  of  twelve 
inches,  the  workmen  following  in  the  wake  of  the  plough  with  spades, 
picks,  &c,,  broke  up  the  subsoil  to  the  depth  of  twelve  inches  more.  I 
also  Uiorough  drained  three  statute  acres  with  drains  four  feet  deep  by 
forty  apart,  the  subsoil  being  of  such  a  porous  nature,  admitted  them  to 
be  placed  so  £Eir  asunder.  I  may  here  state  that  I  have  the  whole  farm 
laid  off  in  divisions  without  an  interior  fence  appearing  therein.  The 
'*  three"  and  "four"  course  rotations  in  full  operation;  and  the  five  will 
be  fully  established  on  the  ensuing  season. 

Progress  of  Agricultural  Improvements. — When  the  Commissioners 
selected  this  land  to  be  cultivated  as  a  "  Model  Farm"  it  was  considered 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  surrounding  district  as  an  impracticable 
undertaking  which  could  never  be  attended  with  success,  as  they 
thought  it  impossible  to  bring  it  to  that  state  in  which  the  crops  grown 
thereon  would  pay  the  expense  of  cultivation  ;  but  they  have  since  been 
led  to  believe  the  contrary,  and  made  sensible  that  land,  however  bar- 
ren, may,  by  judicious  management,  be  made  to  produce  remunerative 
crops.    The  people,  from  their  acquaintance  with  this  farm  and  the  crops 
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gro-wn  thereon,  now  properly  appreciate  tlie  value  of  artificial  mannreB,   Apphwdix  I. 
and  consequently,  the  cuitnre  of  green  crops  has  recently  become  widely  u^  Apoendix 
extended  throughout  this  district  to  Dr.  Kirk- 

I  feel  great  pleasure  in  submitting  the  testimony  of  the  following  reve-»  P>tnck*aReport« 
rend  gentlemen,  who  have  at  all  times  zealously  endeavoured  to  pro-      Parrahy 
mote  the  welfare  and  improvement  of  this  establishment,  as  to  its  con-  ModdFarm. 
tinned  successful  working  : — 

The  Rev.  W.  Maziere  Brady,  Eector  of  Farrahy,  thus  writes : — 

Farrahy  Bectoiy,  25th  January,  1855. 

I  atn  happy  to  be  able  to  certify,  that  the  management  of  the  Model  Farm  at 
Farrahy  continues  to  be  in  every  way  satisfactory.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
declaring  that  the  very  goo<l  example  set  by  Mr.  Smith  has  been  followed  in 
numerous  instances  which  have  come  under  my  personal  observation ;  and  I 
firmly  believe  that  a  large  amount  of  good  would  result  to  the  country  were 
similar  establishments  (judiciously  managed)  more  generally  patronised. 

W.  Mazieke  Bradt,  a.m.,  Rector  of  Farrahy. 

The  Rev.  W.  O'Sullivan,  p.p.,  Kildorrery,  thus  writes : — 

The  character  of  the  Farrahy  Model  School  is  held  here  in  great  respect,  and 
Tery  deservedly.  The  farming  operations  are  considered  to  be  very  scientifically 
conducted  by  Mr.  Smith.  Mr.  Smith's  character  is  excellent  here ;  attentive 
and  obliging  to  the  people  in  every  way  he  can  serve  them. 

W.  O'SULLIVAN,   p.p. 

Kildorrery,  22nd  January,  1855. 

I  trust  I  shall  always  so  conduct  the  business  of  this  Institution  aa 
to  merit  such  &vourable  opinions  from  its  friends. 

Bernard  Smith,  Agriculturist 
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ApvKirDix  I.  9.  Tebvob  Model  Aobioultubal  Sohool,  Connty  Limerick. 

^^•^PP®?^*  AgrusuUurcd  Instruction. — The  pupils  receiyiog  agricultural  instnic- 
Mtrick's^port.  ^^^^  consist  of  sixteen  boys  selected  from  the  more  advanced  pupils  in 

the  school.     They  have  made  considerable  progress,  and  manifest  a 

MMF^  strong  desire  for  the  acquirement  of  agricultural  knowledge ;  but  they 
^'^"*  will  not  consent  to  work  oh  the  farm  for  the  remuneration  allowed, 
and  therefore  there  is  no  Industrial  Class  yet  established,  which  is  a 
great  drawback. 

Model  Farm. — The  general  system  of  management  pursued  on  the 
Model  Farm  was  stated  in  my  former  Reports  ;  and  as  there  was  no 
alteration  made  during  the  past  year,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  agaiu 
to  detail  it 

Cropping. — The  crops  in  general  were  very  productive.  The  Swede 
turnips  were  not  so  heavy  as  in  former  years,  but  on  the  whole  they 
amounted  to  an  average  crop.  Mangels  and  carrots  were  better  than 
on  any  other  occasions,  showing  the  great  utility  of  deepening  the  soil 
intended  for  them.  The  flax  crop  was  not  near  an  average,  being 
sown  on  that  portion  of  the  fi&rm  which  was  lately  reclaimed — the 
surface  soil  in  many  places  being  removed  to  fill  up  hollows.  It  was 
the  same' with  the  barley  and  oats  sown  in  that  division,  the  latter 
scarcely  remunerating  for  seed  and  labour.  This  division,  I  am  glad 
to  say,  is  now  laid  down  with  clover  and  grajss  seeds,  and,  from  its 
present  luxuriance,  promises  a  heavy  return  of  hay  next  year. 

Live  Stock. — The  house-feeding  of  cattle  is  closely  attended  to,  with 
perfect  success.  The  only  loss  I  have  to  regret  as  having  occurred 
during  the  year  is  two  pigs,  by  distemper. 

Dairy  Management. — The  dairy  produce  sold  during  the  year 
amounts  to  £33  9s. ;  but  this  sum  does  not  ificlude  all  the  receipts 
from  that  department,  as  I  sold  two  fat  calves,  for  which  I  received 
£8  7«.,  fed  exclusively  on  new  milk,  and  being  worth  no  more  than 
78.  at  the  time  they  were  calved.  This  sum  of  £8  should,  therefore,  be 
added  to  the  amount  received  for  dairy  produce — ^making,  in  all, 
£41  9s,  This  amount  was  realized  from  the  produce  of  five  cows  and 
a  stripper ;  and  I  have  not  taken  into  account  the  support  of  two  other 
calves,  and  the  milk  given  to  pigs. 

Fermcment  Improvements. — The  erection  of  a  boundary  fence  round 
the  north  side  of  the  farm  ;  the  reclaiming  of  waste  land  ;  and  the 
deepening  of  that  portion  intended  for  green  crops  next  season,  by 
trench  ploughing  and  removing  the  stones  which  obstructed  the  plough  ; 
are  the  principsu  improvements  connected  with  the  farm  during  the 
past  year. 

David  Potjnch,  Agriculturist 
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10.    GORHANSTOWN  MoDEL  AOEIOTILTITRAL  NATIONAL  SCHOOL,  APPBKDIX  L 

County  Tipperapy.  ILA^^dU 

January  12th,  1855.     j»fttrick'*Repi)rt. 
AgriouUural  Instrvction. — The  *'  Boarders!  Class  **  consists  of  three  oormmtoum 
young  men,  with  whose  conduct  and  attention  to  business  and  study  I  Modd Farm. 
have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied. 

** Agricultural''  and  ^^ Indtistrial*'  Classes.^-'She  attendance  of  the 
papils  constituting  those  classes  ha«  been  irregular,  owing,  in  a  great 
decree,  to  the  scarcity  of  hands,  and  the  increased  rates  now  paid  for 
labour. 

Jfodel  Farm. — On  the  9th  of  May  27a.  2r.  3p.  were  added  to  the 
farm  ;  and,  by  the  end  of  the  month,  185  perches  of  useless  ditches  were 
levelled  on  it,  seven  and  a  half  acres  sown  with  black  oats,  laid  down  with 
clover  and  grass  seeds,  and  six  acres  were  in  course  of  preparation  for 
turnips.  Three  acres  were  sown  with  Swedes  by  the  6th  of  June,  and 
the  remainder  was  sown  with  various  kinds  of  fiioft  turnips  during  the 
month.  Manure  used  :  three  cwt.  of  Peruvian  guano  (from  Messrs. 
Drummond,  58,  Dawson-street,  Dublin),  and  four  cwt.  salt,  per  acre. 
Both  the  oats  and  turnips  were  remarkably  good,  and  proved  very 
remunerative.  In  consequence  of  the  wretched  state  of  the  land,  and 
the  lateness  of  the  season  when  it  came  'into  >ny  possessioii,  I  was 
obliged  to  summer-fallow  one-half  of  it.  Seven  and  a-half  acres  of  this 
lot  have  been  limed,  and  now  exhibit  an  excellent  braird  of  wheat. 
Six  acres  will  be  under  green  crops  next  season — thus  establishiug  the 
four-course  rotation.  "    "    -    '    * 

The  Live  Stock  comprises  four  cows,  two  in-calf  heifers,  four  calves, 
two  horses,  and  eleven  pigs.  On  account  of  the  limited  size, of  the  old 
farm,  four  calves  tad  to  be  sold  in  the  months  of  March  and  April,  for 
£20  2s,  Sd.  In  future  I  expect  there  will  be  no  occasion  to  part  with 
young  stock.    .  , 

Manure, — Every  uttention  is  paid  to  the  collection  and  preservation 
of  manure,  fhe  quantity  on  hand  is  very  considerable,  and  there  is  a 
large  compost  h^ap.  of  the  entire^of  the  weeds  collected  off  the  summer- 
fallows. 

Permanent  Improvement  cpnsisted  in  levelling  fences,  old  houses,  and 
drawing  materials  for  building  a  boundary  w%ll  along  the  road  side  of 
the  farm. 

The  agricuUpre  of  this  district  is  becoming  materially  improved,  and 
the  farmers  are  conseqilejitly  atti^iu\nga  piuph  Jiigher  standard  of  social 
comfort. 

P.  R.  TiERNT,  Agriculturist. 
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11.  Leitsih  Model  Agbioultural  School,  County  Leitrim. 

December  31st,  1854. 

Agricultural  Instruction — Agricultural  Boarders, — Of  the  six  papils 
constituting  thi^  class  at  the  date  of  mj  last  Report,  five  were  admitted 
to  Glasnevin,  there  to  finish  their  course  of  study,  and  the  other  at  the 
termination  of  his  time  here,  emigrated  to  America.  The  vacancies 
were  filled  up,  and  the  class  continues  to  give  satisfaction* 

Agricultural  Class. — This  class  consists,  on  an  average,  of  ten  pupils 
of  the  literary  school,  all  of  whom  now  appear  to  be  desirous  of  getting 
instruction  in  the  principles  of  improved  agriculture. 

Industrial  Glass, — I  regret  that  as  yet  I  have  been  Unsuccessful  in 
my  endeavours  to  induce  the  parents  to  allow  their  children  to  work  a 
few  hours  daily  on  the  farm ;  but  from  the  system  they  see  pursued, 
and  the  crops  raised  on  the  farm  this  year,  many  of  them  intimated  to 
me  that  as  ifoon  as  the  weather  gets  fine  they  will  be  glad  to  allow 
their  children  to  enter  this  class,  so  that  I  may  expect  soon  to  be  able 
to  establish  it  on  a  satisfactory  footing. 

Modd  Farm, — ^The  results  of  my  labours  have  turned  out  profitably; 
the  turnip  crop  was  exceedingly  g6od,  and  .  also  the  mangels  and 
carrots,  while  the  oat  crop  was  superior,  both  as  to  produce  and  quality 
of  grain. 

Live  Stock  and  Dairy  ManagenuTVt, — The  cattle  are  coiitinually 
house-fed,  and  attended  to  in  the  usual  way.  The  butter  is  sold  in 
firkins,  except  what  is  used  in  the  establishment.  Asa  proof  that  good 
butter  can  be  produced  from  cows  fed  on  turnips,  vetches,  &c.,  I  got 
Zs,  per  firkin  above  the  currency  of  the  market  at  the  time  of  sale. 

Manures, — ^The  principal  manures  applied  were — bog-mould  and 
farm -yard  manure,  with  a  light  top-dressing  of  guano  to  the  young 
turnips,  &c.,  which  had  &  most  beneficial  effect  in  pushing  the  young 
plants  forward. 

The  only  permanent  improvements  effected  during  the  year  were  the 
planting  a  thorn  hedge  round  the  garden,  and  forming  walks  between 
the  different  divisions,  effecting  improveraentS4ibout  the  literary  school, 
and  preparing  a  play-ground  for  the  children. 

Cornelius  Behak. 
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12.  Balltmokey  Model  Farm,  County  Antrim.  Appendix  L 

mi.     r  :.      V    ,   1.  m^-  .  ^  •    January,  1855.      jj.  ^^^^ix 

The   farm   and  school   buildings   not  yet   being  completed,    the  to  Dr.  Kirk, 
establishment  is  not  in  full  operation,  consequently  I  have  no  observa-  p»trick»iReport 
tions  to  offer  in  reference  to  "  agricultural  instruction,"  "  live  stock    BtJiymmev 
and  dairy  management,"  the  ^^  collection,  preservation,  and  application    Model  Farm, 
of  manures,"  &c.     The  only  subject  requiring  explanation  being  the 
cultivatioa  and  improvement  of  the  model  farm. 

On  my  entry  here,  in  the  middle  of  February  last,  I  found  the  farm 
labour  in  a  very  backward  state,  in  consequence  of  the  very  heavy  fall 
of  snow  which  had  overspread  this  part  of  the  country  a  short  time 
previous.  As  soon  as  the  weather  permitted,  I  commenced  operations 
as  vigorously  as  possible,  so  as  to  have  the  "  preparatory  tillage"  com- 

Sleted  in  due  time ;  and  as  hired  farm  horses  were  very  expensive  and 
ifficult  to  procure,  I  thought  it  necessary  to  recommend  the  propriety 
of  purchasing  a  horse,  cart,  and  harness,  to  assist  in  the  work.  This 
being  obtained,  I  set  about  the  purchase  and  cartage  of  manure  from  the 
town,  as  there  was  none  whatever  on  the  land,  and  in  the  course  of  a 
short  time,  about  150  loads  were  accumulated  at  the  head  of  the  field 
intended  for  green  crops.  I  paid  2«.  a  load  for  the  manure,  and  at  the 
rate  of  thirty  loads,  or  tons,  the  manuring  of  a  statute  acre  cost  £3. 

After  the  grain  crops  were  sown,  and  some  potatoes  and  cabbages 
planted,  I  commenced  to  clean  a  very  dirty  field  of  about  three  acres  for 
Swede  turnips.  The  ground  having  been  previously  ploughed  into 
ridges  in  the  autumn,  in  spring  it  was  cross-ploughed,  harrowed,  and 
whatever  weeds  appeared  above  the  surface  picked  off  j  after  this 
operation,  it  required  another  ploughing  lengthwise,  preparatory  to 
grubbing,  as  the  weeds  were  so  abundant  as  to  continually  choke  up 
the  action  of  this  implement.  By  a  repeated  series  of  grubbings,  bar- 
rowings,  and  rollings,  the  ground  was  ultimately  brought  into  a  proper 
tiltb,  though  at  a  very  great  expense,  costing  about  £3  per  statute  acre. 
When  thus  cleaned,  drills  were  opened,  at  a  distance  of  twenty-seven 
inches  apart,  and  half  the  usual  quantity  of  farm-yard  manure  applied, 
with  4  cwt.  of  Perry's  bone  compound.  This  produced  a  fair  average  crop 
of  tnmips  (twenty-two  tons),  considering  the  exhausted  state  of  the  land. 
On  a  portion  of  the  same  field  I  sowed  Aberdeen  turnips,  with  8  cwt.  of 
Perry's  manure  alone  to  the  statute  acre,  and  had  an  excellent  crop. 

There  are  about  2^  statute  acres  of  this  farm  composed  of  soil  of  a 
peaty  nature,  and  on  this  I  sowed  red  and  white  carrots,  and  mangels. 

The  following  experiment  was  instituted  in  reference  to  the  mangels, 
with  the  view  of  testing  the  comparative  efficacy  of  Perry's  and 
Ritchie's  manures,  with  the  best  Peruvian  gnano,  and  the  following  are 
the  reeults : — 

9  Cost  of  Manare. 

£    8.  d, 

1.  8  cwt.  of  Perry's  bone  manure,    .        3    0    0 

2.  4  cwt.  best  FeruYian  guano,         .        3    0    0 

3.  6  cwt.  of  liitchie'8  bone  manure,  .        3    0    0 

4.  30  tons  of  good  farm-yard  manure,      3    0    0 

I  also  tried  a  similar  experiment  on  the  turnip  field  already  alluded 
to,  and  found  somewhat  similar  results. 

Fermanent  Improvements, — About  three  statute  acres  of  ground  were 
thorough  drained.  The  drains  were  made  at  a  distance  of  twenty-seven 
feet  apart,  three  and  a-half  feet  deep,  and  filled  with  tiles  and  broken 
stones.  There  were  also  thirty-five  perches  in  length  of  fences  removed, 
and  about  thirty  perches  of  ground  levelled  and  reclaimed,  making  in 
all  a  positive  additioQ  to  (he  farm  of  1b.  IOp. 

Jaubb  W.  Smtth,  Agriculturist. 
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13.  MotrKT  Tbbschakd  Gbnteal  Model  Ageioultuhal  School,       Appetdw  I. 
County  Limeriok.  II.  Appendix 

to  Dr.  Kirk- 

Agricultural   Instruction. — Agricultural  Boarders. — I   have  great  p^Wck'aBeport 
pleasure  in  stating  that  this  class  was  well  attended  dnring  the  past       jfbiuijr 
year;  and  the  desire  to  send  yonngmen  to  receiye  agricultural  training     Trenehard 
seems  to  increase,  as  there  are  now  two  applications  standing  over  that  M<fdd  Farm. 
could  not  be  entertained,  all  the  paying  places  having  been  previously 
filled  up.     I  may,  therefore,  justly  conclude  that  the  benefits  resulting 
from  this  school  are  becoming  better  understood  by  the  surrounding 
fanners ;  and  that  as  vacancies  will  occur  from  time  to  time,  the  oppor- 
tunities thus  afforded  for  having  young  men  educated  and  trained  in  a 
proper  system  of  agriculture  will  be  promptly  taken  advantage  of  by 
the  parents  of  young  men  who  intend  them  to  follow  that  profession. 

Industrial  Class, — This  class  has  not  been  so  largely  attended  as  last 
year,  which  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  temporary  suspension  of  one 
of  the  literary  schools,  from  which  its  members  are  drafted ;  those  who 
attended  gave  perfect  satisfaction  in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 
I  may  also  remark  that  the  attendance  of  the  class  is  not  as  large  in 
winter  as  in  summer.  Owing  to  the  severity  of  the  former  season,  and 
the  distance  from  the  pupils' homes  to  the  nirm,  regular  attendance  is 
almost  impossible.  However,  when  the  spring  weather  commences, 
the  attendance  will  again  become  large. 

Model  Farm. — The  return  from  the  fimn  this  year  is  remunerative, 
the  produce  fully  realizing  my  expectations.  On  account  of  the  defi- 
ciency of  last  year's  green  crop  I  was  necessitated  to  purchase  a  laree 
quantity  of  feeding  stuff,  in  order  to  keep  on  the  usual  number  of  stock, 
otherwise  the  profits  for  this  year  would  appear  much  larger.  As  the 
land  is  now  improved  and  fertilized  I  intend  to  sow  wheat,  which,  I 
have  no  doubt,  will  be  successful,  and  will  be  a  new  feature  in  the 
Arming  of  this  neighbourhood,  where  the  farmers  have  not  hitherto 
introduced  wheat  culture,  on  account  of  the  combined  causes  of  bad 
soil,  and  elevated  and  exposed  situation. 

The  Live  Stock  are  healthy  and  in  good  condition ;  and  what  is  of 
the  greatest  importance,  I  have  not  had  disease  of  any  kind  amongst 
them.  Though  the  surrounding  farmers  have  suffered  largely  for  the 
past  two  years  from  abortions  amongst  their  dairy  cows,  I  have  not 
had  one  case,  which  I  entirely  attribute  to  our  system  of  management. 
As  usual,  the  stock  are  allowed  two  hours'  daily  exercise ;  and  when 
in  the  house  a  thorough  circulation  of  air  is  insured  by  keeping  the 
doors  and  ventilators  open  both  day  and  night,  by  which  means  the 
constitution  of  the  cattle  becomes  hardy,  and  any  injury  from  sudden 
changes  of  temperature  prevented.  « 

Manures.— '1  have  not  found  it  necessary  to  purchase  any  extraneous 
manures,  having  a  sufficient  quantity  oi  fieirm-yard  dung  for  my  require- 
ments. Each  day  the  manure  from  the  cow-house,  stable,  and  pig- 
geries is  removed  to  the  general  heap,  which  is  kept  consolidated  to 
prevent  too  quick  fermentation,  and  the  whole  turned  loosely  over  and 
well  separated,  and  mixed  about  seven  weeks  before  applying  it  to  the 
soil.  The  scutch-grass  and  other  weeds  collected  on  the  farm  I  put 
into  a  separate  heap,  mixed  with  alternate  layers  of  sea-weed ;  and 
when  well  decomposed  use  as  top-dressing.  I  have  this  month  heavily 
top-dressed  about  three  acres  with  compost  made  in  this  way,  from 
which  I  hope  to  derive  much  benefit. 

Permanent  Improvements, — I  have  made  no  permanent  improvements 
during  the  past  year,  with  the  exception  of  forming  about  thirty 
perches  of  Eann-road,  pkuting  thirty-four  perches  of  thorn  fence,  and 
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Appendix  I.   removing  banks  of  earth  for  fhe  purpose  of  filling  np  hollows  iu  the 
II.  Appendix     cattle  padJock,  and  other  parts  of  the  farm,  which  not  only  looked 
to  Dr.  Kirk-      Unsightly,  but  also  allowed  the  lodgment  of  water  during  winter. 
patrick'sReport.      Agricultural  Improvement. — The  progress  of  agricultural  improve- 
Mount       nient  in  this  district  is  very  satisfactory,  and  continues  gradually  to 
Trenchard     extend.     Improved  thorough  drainage,  subsoiling,  the  cultivation  and 
Model  Farm,   improvement  of  land  hitherto  in  a  state  of  nature,  and  laying  down 
fields  with  suitable  grassnseeds,  seems  to  be  becoming  generally  under- 
stood.    House-feeding,  according  to  our  system,  is  not  yet  introduced  ; 
but  a  desire  to  preserve  and  economize  solid  and  liquid  manures  is 
gaining  ground ;  and  I  have  been  called  on  by  farmers  during  tlie 
pa«t  year  to  assist  in  making  arrangements  for  the  purpose. 

The  Local  Farming  Society,  established  on  Lord  Monteagle's  pro- 
perty, is  of  great  utility,  and  is  gaining  ground  each  successive  year  ; 
and  from  the  association  and  mutual  co-operation  of  the  society  and 
this  school  and  model  farm,  I  anticipate  most  important  results. 

From  the  knowledge  I  have  of  the  feelings  entertained  by  the  peoplo 
of  this  locality,  generally,  of  the  usefulness  of  this  school,  there  can  be 
no  question  but  it  is  progressing  favourably  in  public  estimation ;  and 
I  have  reason  to  affirm  further  that  this  appreciation  of  its  merits  is 
not.  confined  to  this  immediate  locality,  but  is  becoming  gradually 
extended  to  more  distant  districts. 

Patrick  O'Connob,  Agriculturist. 
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14.  Woodstock  Model  AaRicuLxintAL  National  School^  Avnyrnxf. 

County  Kilkenny.  II.  Appendix 

January  5, 1855.     to  Dr.  Kirk. 

AsnrieuUurfdlnstrudwn.— Agricultural  Boarders,— In  this  class  there  patrick'sReport 
are  two  paying  boarders  since  the  15th  ultimo ;  they  seem  to  be  well      Woodstock 
inclined,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  hope  they  will  give  general  satis-  Model  Farm, 
faction.     I  expect  a  free  boarder  immediately  after  the  Christmas 
holidays. 

Agricultural  Class. — The  attendance  in  this  class  averaged  twelve 
boys  throughout  the  year,  principally  the  sons  of  comfortable  farmers. 
They  have  made  satisfactory  progress  in  literary  and  agricultural 
studies.  They  work  on  the  farm  from  twelve  to  one  o'clock  each  day, 
and  receive  agricultural  instruction  in  the  school  from  half-pa«t  eleven 
to  twelve  on  alternate  days. 

Industrial  Class, — This  class  consists  of  eight  boys  paid  by  the  Comr 
miaaioners.  The  attendance  was  much  more  reguhur  during  the  past 
than  it  had  been  the  previous  year.  They  work  on  the  farm  for  two 
hours  each  day  (three  hours  on  Saturday) ;  they  are  careful  and  atten- 
tive, and  promise  to  become  useful  members  of  society. 

Model  Farm  Gtdiivation, — Green  Crops. — Preparation  of  the  soil 
consisted  almost  exclusively  of  spade  husbandry ;  the  stubbles  had 
been  dug  up  into  high  ridges  immediately  after  harvest,  and  levelled 
in  spring,  previous  to  getting  in  the  crops.  Potatoes  were  planted  in 
No.  1  (five-course  rotation),  on  extremely  poor  soil,  the  surface  being 
nearly  altogether  taken  away  for  fuel  by  the  former  tenant  I  pur-^ 
chased  twenty  barrels  of  lime,  mixed  it  with  soil  from  on  old  ditch,  had 
it  evenly  distributed  over  this  division,  and  harrowed  in.  I  next 
opened  drills  and  got  out  farm-yard  manure,  rather  sparingly,  in  order 
to  lessen  the  tendency  to  disease. 

Mangels. — These  were  sown  in  a  well-prepared  soil,  on  the  5th  and 
6th  of  May.  They  came  up  very  evenly ;  but  being  checked  by  light 
frosts,  which  occurred  on  the  14th,  and  continued  at^  intervals  up  tq 
the  3rd  of  June,  the  crop  was  but  a  poor  one. 

Turnips  {Swedes)* — The  soil  was  prepared  the  same  as  for  the 
mangel.  Tne  sowing  commenced  29th  May,  and  terminated  14th 
June,  in  drills  about  twenty-two  inches  apart.  Though  the  season 
was  not  a  favourable  one,  the  produce  is  fair,  and  the  bulbs  much 
sounder  than  those  of  past  years.  The  latest  sown  division  in  the 
field  has  been  estimated  at  about  twenty  tons  per  statute  acre.  The 
Aberdeens  grown  on  newly-reclaimed  portions  of  the  farm  returned 
about  the  same  amount  of  produce. 

Grain  Crops. — These  yielded  far  above  an  average,  except  one  divi- 
sion (No.  2,  five-course),  being  the  first  crop,  produced  only  six  barrels 
to  the  statute  acre,  while  the  divisions  which  I  had  previously  tilled 
yielded  over  eleven  barrels  to  the  acre.  The  wheat  was  superior  to 
any  in  the  district,  both  in  quantity  and  quality.  It  was  sown  broad- 
casty  in  ridges  about  four  feet  wide,  and  covered  up  from  narrow 
trenches  or  farrows  with  spade  and  shovel.  I  have  drilled  it  this  sea- 
son with  the  plough,  and  shall  let  you  know  the  result  in  my  next  report. 

Clover, — This  crop  was  only  tolerable,  except  one.  division  on  which 
I  had  three  cuttings — the  last  was  light. 

Vetches. — Ten  perches  supplied  food  to  the  cattle  for  two  weeks,  at 
four  feeds  per  day. 

The  cropping,  in  general,  has  been  successful ;  I  have  had  no  reason 
to  complain,^  when  I  see  around  me  land  pf  very  superior  quality  not 
returning  much  inore  than  half  the  produce. 

Live  Stock. — ^I  house- fed  two  cows  and  a  yearling  from  ISth  Docemf 
bei  to.  15th  April,  on  raw  tnniipa  and  cocked  food|  giving  two  feeds  of 
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ilie  latter  morning  and  evening,  and  fonr  of  the  foimer  each  day.     The 

II.  Amiendix    ^^"^^P*  heing  nsed,  and  having  but  three  roods,  statute^  of  poor  pasture, 

toDrfKiric-     I  took  a  field  convenient  for  occasional  pasturage,  and  having  still 

patrick*sRepott  0ome  hay,  I  kept  the  cattle  in  every  night.    On  the  Ist  of  June,  having 

Woodoeck     *®°*  *^®  yearling  on  grass,  I  commenced  soiling  the  two  cows  with 

Model  Farm,  clover,  vetches,  and  grass  from  the  ditch  at  the  eastern  boundary, 

giving  three  feeds  a-day  and  one  at  night,  mixed  with  a  little  of  the 

dry  hay  which  I  held  over  for  that  purpose.     I  had  them  turned  out 

on  the  field  for  a  few  hours  each  day,  up  to  the  1st  October,  since 

which  I  fed  with  mangel  leaves  and  cabbages  to  15th  November, 

on  Aberdeens  to  the  29th,  and  with  cooked  food,  &c.,  to  the  present — 

same  as  last  season. 

I  have  reared  two  calves,  one  is  now  a  yearling,  the  other  since  last 
April ;  these  1  keep  on  the  outside  field  during  the  day,  and  in  house 
at  night. 

Dairy. — Managed  same  as  last  season.  The  quantity  of  butter  for 
the  year,  312  lbs.,  exceeding  the  past  by  205^  lbs. ;  the  quality  was 
superior,  realizing  one  half-penny  per  pound  over  market  price,  all 
through  the  season. 

Pigs  were  not  near  so  profitable  as  in  previous  years ;  the  three  which  I 
kept  were  rather  young  stores  when  purchased,  and  turned  out  very 
bad  feeders.  The  result  of  their  feeding  was  to  give  me  a  home  market 
for  diseased  potatoes,  milk,  <S:c.,  to  the  amount  of  £3.  I  have  two 
good  stores  at  present,  which  promise  fair. 

Manures, — Those  used  were  lime  and  farm-yard  manure ;  a  large 
quantity  of  the  latter  had  been  made  of  heath  and  furze,  kept  as  litter 
under  the  cattle  from  the  2nd  February  to  1st  October.  I  also  had  layers 
alternated  with  earth  from  the  old  ditch,  to  which  I  applied  liquid 
manure  from  the  tank  ;  the  quality  was  good — turnips  did  well  on  it. 

I  invariably  keep  soil  convenient  to  the  dung-heap  ;  and  as  a  layer 
of  manure  is  formed,  a  little  of  the  soil  is  scattered  over  to  prevent  the 
escape  of  gases.  I  get  the  manure  heap  turned  about  a  month  before  using. 

Permanent  Improvements, — These  consisted  in  filling  up  and  levelling 
the  excavated  part,  clearing  the  portion  occupied  by  furze,  levelling  an 
old  ditch,  kc,  I  also  opened  a  trench  about  six  feet  wide  at  top,  two 
and  a-half  at  bottom,  varying  from  five  to  three  feet  deep.  A  good 
deal  of  soil  was  had  from  it,  which  was  replaced  by  a  very  large  quan- 
tity of  stones  that  had  been  previously  collected  from  the  upper  and 
lower  divisions  during  the  past  three  years.  It  extends  from  the  front 
of  dwelling-house  to  the  stream  at  the  eastern  boundary,  dividing  the 
six-course  from  the  five-course,  and  serves  to  carry  off  the  water  from 
the  front  of  the  building. 

Agricultural  improvement  is  steadily  progressing  in  this  locality, 
among  the  middle  class  of  farmers,  particularly  in  the  cultivation  of 
green  crops,  the  after-culture  of  which  has  been  carefully  attended  to. 

The  ruinous  system  of  taking  grain  crops  in  succession,  which  had 
been  extensively  practised,  is  beginning  to  be  abandoned  by  the  more 
intelligent  farmers,  who  confess  that  the  cereal  crops  grown  here  this 
year  on  soil  which,  but  a  short  time  since,  was  almost  barren,  surpass 
any  thing  of  the  kind  they  have  ever  witnessed. 

In  conclusion,  I  feel  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  inform  yon 
that  the  Woodstock  Model  J^arm  continues  to  attract  the  attention  of 
the  neighbouring  farmers,  and  even  of  strangers  who  pass  from  New 
Ross  to  Kilkenny,  (be.  A  comparison  of  its  present  improved  state 
with  what  it  hshd  been  when  I  commenced  operations,  elearly  shows 
what  profitable  investment  is  the  reclamation  and  judicious  manage- 
ment of  land. 

John  Lvvoti,  Teacher  and  Agriculturist. 
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15.  Labnb  Modui  Aqaioultubal  National  School,  County  Antrim.    Appbmdix  L 

II.  Appendix 
to  Dr.  Kirk- 
patrick*fReport< 


January,  1855.      toDr.^^rrk-* 


A^rieuUurcU  InOruction. — There  were  three  agricultural  hoarders 
educated  at  the  estahlishment  during  the  year.     Seyeral  applications    ^^^,' 
were  received  for  the  admission  of  others,  but  they  could  not  be  com-  -*«oa«-^an». 
plied  with,  as  it  was  considered  the  allowance,  £12  IO9.  a-year,  for 
board,  lodging,  washing,  and  tuition,  was  not  sufficient  to  cover  the 
expenses. 

During  the  year  one  of  the  pupils  was  appointed  to  a  National 
School;  one  was  taken  to  the  Special  Glass  in  Dublin;   six  were 
apprenticed  as  sailors;  one  was  appointed  assistant,  and  one  paid- 
monitor,  in  the  establishment ;  and  one  is  about  to  be  summoned  to 
the  Albert  Institution. 

The  following  shows  the  destination  of  the  advanced  boys  who  left 
the  establishment  since  1848,  the  date  of  my  appointment  as  Head- 
Master: — 

12  were  taken  to  Glasnevin  Model  Farm. 

14  were  appointed  as  Teachers  of  National  Schools. 
6  became  clerks. 

26  went  to  sea. 

23  entered  shops  and  trades. 

4  went  to  College. 

9  emigrated  to  America. 

2  are  for  sea  at  1  st  of  March. 

1  is  about  to  be  taken  to  the  Albert  Institution. 

Of  the  pupils  remaining  in  establishment  at  the  present  time^— 

16  are  learning  book-keeping. 

15  9>         mensuration. 
15  „         geometry. 

8  „        trigonometry. 

6  •,         navigation. 

3  „         algebra. 

40  „         agriculture. 

The  system  pursued  in  imparting  instruction  on  agriculture  and  the 
sciences  connected  therewith,  is  pretty  fully  described  in  my  last 
Report  to  the  Comniissioners ;  it  is  not  therefore  necessary  to  detail  it 
at  present. 

The  Indxidriai  ClasB. — This  class  has  been  in  operation  for  the  last 
six  years,  and  during  this  period  has  worked  most  satisfactorily.  I 
liave  paid  special  attention  to  these  boys  in  the  schoolroom,  hare 
taken  part  in  their  amusements  during  the  hours  of  relaxation,  and 
worked  with  them  in  the  evenings  on  the  Model  Farm,  and  the  results 
I  have  observed  are — "  steady  and  industrious  conduct  on  the  farm ; 
considerable  taste  and  dexterity  in  performing  light  work ;  constant 
and  regular  attendance  at  school ;  and,  in  consequence,  superior  pro- 
ficiency in  agricultural  and  literary  studies.*'  It  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that  industrial  classes  are  not  more  numerous  under  the  Board  of 
Education,  especially  when  it  is  remembered  that  at  least  seven-tenths 
of  the  pupils  attending  our  National  Schools  will  have  to  depend  on 
agriculture  for  a  livelihood  during  life. 

The  Agricultural  Clan, — This  class  is  made  up  of  two  divisions. 
The  first  division  is  composed  of  the  tnost  advanced  boys  attending 
the  school,  who  are  instructed  in  agricultural  subjects  generally.  The 
second  division  contsuns  the  junior  classes,  who  are  able  to  read  easy 
lessons  on  agriculture.    I  find  it  yery  profitable  to  these  classes  ^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


268  Appendix  to  Twenty-firgt  Report  of  Commissioners      [1854. 

Appendix  I.  substitute  agricultural  lessons  occasionally  for  the  ordinary  ones.  The 
II  AoDendix  ^"^^  drawback  arises  from  the  want  ol  a  text- book  on  agriculture, 
to  Dr.  Kirk-      suitcd  to  the  capacities  of  young  children. 

p«trick'sReport.  Model  Farm. — There  was  no  change  of  any  moment  made  in  the 
£^^  management  of  the  Model  Farm  during  the  year.  The  different  crops 
Model Famu  were  cultivated  in  the  usual  way,  and  with  as  much  care  and  skill  as 
we  could  command.  The  cattle  were  kept  in  the  house,  as  usual,  and 
got  six  feeds  daily ;  they  had  vetches  and  rape  in  spring,  grass  and 
clover  in  summer^  early  turnips,  cabbages  and  aftergrass  in  autumn, 
and  turnips^  cabbages,  mangel,  &c.  in  winter.  Two  calves  were 
reared  during  the  year.  A  casualty  occurred  among  the  stock,  by  a 
heifer  being  choked  before  assistance  could  be  rendered,  which  seriously 
diminishes  the  profits. 

The  manure  heap  was  carefully  attended  to,  and  its  judicious  appli- 
cation to  the  crops  occupied  a  due  share  of  attention. 

Crops, — The  wheat  crop  turned  out  very  badly.  It  was  most  luxu- 
riant and  promising  till  the  time  of  flowering,  when  it  became  so 
seriously  afiected  by  rust,  that  the  yield  was  not  more  than  one-half  of 
what  might  have  been  expected  from  the  appearance  of  the  crop.  This 
seribus  loss  must  be  attributed  to  the  wetness  of  the  season  at  that 
period,  and  ilie  over  richness  of  Uie  soil. 

In  November  we  transplanted  turnips  and  mangel  for  seed.  They 
grew  quite  successfully.  The  turnip  seed  was  ripe  in  August^  the 
mangel  seed  in  the  beginning  of  November.  The  birds  were  very 
destructive  on, the  turnip  seed. 

There  is  another  feature  in  the  establishment  to  which  I  would  beg 
leave  to  direct  attention,  although  it  may  be  somewhat  out  of  place 
here^  viz.,  a  navigation  class.  This  class  has  been  in  operation  here 
since  1848.  During  this  period,  twenty-six  boys  have  gone  to  sea  ; 
six  went  off  during  the  past  year ;  two  are  for  leaving  Ist  March. 
These  boys  are  bound  four  years,  and  are  to  receive — 

For  the  Ist  year, £4  0  0 

,,  2nd    „ 5  0  0 

,,  3rd     ,,  6  0  0 

„  4th     „ 9  0  0 

In  all,        .        .        .    £24    0    0 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  Commissioners  were  pleased  to 
make  a  grant  to  the  school  of  the  following  requisites  : — one  Hadley's 
sextant  j  one  Azimuth  compass ;  one  nautical  almanac  j  two  copies 
Norie's  Navigation. 

In  addition  to  these  were  purchased  a  box  of  mathematical  instru- 
ments, a  set  of  chemical  apparatus,  a  globe,  thermometer,  and  micro- 
scope. The  microscope  is  very  nseful  to  show  the  structure  and 
organization  of  flowers,  the  animalculte  in  water,  the  peculiarities  of 
insect  forms,  &c.,  &c.  No  school  should  be  without  one.  A  considerable 
addition  was  also  made  to  the  geological  collection,  and  a  number  of 
paintings  and  diagrams  were  put  up,  illustrative  of  important  scientific 
principles. 

I  find  it  quite  practicable  to  teach  navigation  to  a  class  of  boys 
during  school  hours,  without  any  undue  interference  with  the  ordinary 
business  of  the  school.  The  principles  of  plain  sailing,  traverse  sailing, 
parallel  sailing,  <S:c.,  <&c.,  are  easily  explained  to  pupils ;  and  the  ex- 
amples in  each  case  being  nearly  similar,  it  does  not  require  mach 
attention  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  to  enable  pupils  to  work  the 
ezeidsest 
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In  most  of  oar  National  Schools  the  advanced  classes  are  instructed   Appendix  I. 
in  the  following  suhjects  : — "  mathematical  geography ;  principles  of  jj  App^dir 
astronomy^  parallax,  refraction,  dip  of  horizon  ;  methods  of  finding  to  Dr.  ^k- 
latitude  by  observation,  longitude  by  observation,  and  by  chrono-  patrick'sReport. 
meters ;  the  nature  of  winds,  tides,  and  currents ;  and  right-angled        Zarue 
and  oblique  trigonometry."     A  knowledge  of  these  subjects  is  indis-   Model  Farm, 
pensable   to  the  nautical  student.     It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  the 
education  afforded  in  our  National  Schools  is  a  good  introduction  to 
the  study  of  navigation. 

Jambs  MaodokkbiiL. 
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Avrmmx  I.  16.  Harkethiu.  Model  AoBicuLTUiut  National  School, 

U.  AJI^dix  County  Armagh. 

j;^k^^  January  3.  1855. 

M  lidkUl  -Agricultural  Instruction. — Agricultural  Boarders* — The  appl ications 
MfMFarm  ^^^  admission  to  this  class  have  been  more  nnraerous  during  the  past 
year  than  formerly.  There  are  four,  at  present,  in  the  class — two  from 
Dublin,  one  from  the  county  of  Down,  and  one  from  this  neighbour- 
hood. They  receive  literary  instruction  in  the  literary  school  during 
the  usual  school  hours ;  and  from  six  to  eight  o'clock  in  the  evenings 
is  devoted  to  agricultural  study  and  instruction.  They  are  employed 
during  the  other  portions  of  the  day  in  receiving  practical  instruction 
in  agriculture,  by  the  performance  of  such  operations  on  the  (arm  and  in 
the  farm-yard  as  are  suited  to  their  respective  capacities.  I  have  had 
reason  to  be  well  satisfied  with  their  general  conduct  and  attention  to 
both  in-door  and  out-door  instructions,  and  they  have  made  a  fair  pro- 
gress in  these  departments  during  the  past  year. 

Agricultural  Class. — This  class  is  composed  of  the  more  advanced 
boys  attending  the  day  school,  who  receive  agricultural  instruction 
half  an  hour  each  day,  Saturday  excepted.  The  progress  made  with 
the  members  of  this  class  is  not  Quite  satisfia^ctory,  owing  to  their 
irregular  attendance.  This  evil  I  have  succeeded  m  counteracting  to 
some  extent,  by  distributing  agricultural  periodicals  and  papers  as 
premiums  for  regular  attendance  and  proficiency.  I  have  also  suc- 
ceeded in  procuring  specimens  of  most  of  the  various  minerals,  rocks, 
salts,  and  grasses ;  and  from  the  interest  that  this  collection  will  likely 
excite  in  the  minds  of  the  pupils,  I  anticipate  greater  success  in 
imparting  agricultural  instruction  in  future.  I  have  long  been  of 
opinion,  that  until  we  can  exhibit  to  our  pupils  specimens  of  the 
various  agricultural  materials  treated  of,  they  will  not  feel  mnch 
interest  in  acquiring  such  knowledge,  nor  will  their  impressions  of 
the  subject  be  so  lasting. 

Industrial  Class. — I  regret  to  have  to  state  that  the  members  of  this 
class  neglected  occasionally,  during  the  past  year,  to  comply  with  the 
ordinary  rules,  and  in  consequence  I  was  unable,  latterly,  to  obtain 
the  nsiial  quarterly  fees  for  them.  Their  non  attendance  arose  from 
the  following  causes  : — Some  of  its  most  advanced  members  withdrew 
because  we  did  not  succeed  in  obtaining  admission  for  them  on  the 
Albert  Model  Farm ;  and  abo  the  demand  for  labour  being  so  urgent 
in  this  locality,  the  majority  of  the  pupils,  when  capable  of  affording 
any  assistance  in  this  respect,  were  commonly  withdrawn  from  their 
attendance  at  school — especially  during  the  hurried  seasons  of  the  year. 

Model  Farm. — In  the  ''balance  sheet"  accompanying  this  Report  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  profits  on  the  year's  transactions  (£28  4s.  8d.)  is 
less  than  usual  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  a  milch  cow  (value,  £10), 
from  pleurapneumonia ;  and  the  deficiency  in  the  returns  from  the 
wheat  and  bean  crops,  the  wheat  having  returned  less  than  an  average 
yield,  owing  to  the  very  wot  and  unfavourable  season  during  the 
period  of  flowering ;  and  the  beans  being  considerably  injured,  a  little 
after  sowing,  by  the  ravages  of  vermin.  Casualties  of  this  description 
occasionally  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  most  intelligent  and  industrious 
agriculturists. 

Experiments  instituted  during  the  year. — ^Being  anxious  to  cany  out 
experiments  with  the  various  sorts  of  portable  manures  now  in  the 
market,  in  order  to  test  their  real  practical  value^  under  different  cir- 
cumstances, I  had  various  trials  instituted  during  the  past  year,  with 
different  crops,  the  results  of  which  I  now  beg  leave  to  sabmit.    For 
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the  sake  of  reference  I  shall  state  the  order  of  the  rotation  in  which  Appendix  I. 
these  experiments  took  place  : — No.  1,  green  crops ;  Ko.  2,  oats  with  jj  Appendix 
grass  seeds;  No.  3,  grass  cutting;  No.  4,  grass  second  year;  No.  df,  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
oats  on  lea ;  No.  6^  flax.  patrick'sReport, 

Eacperiment,  No.  \, — ^This  trial  was  carried  out  for  the  purpose  of    MarhethUl 
ascertaining  what  effect  saline  manures  would  have  as  a  preventive  ModdFarm. 
against  disease.     As  .will  be  seen,  the  return  from  the  saline  applica* 
lion  is  not  so  large  as  that  from  the  farm-yard  manure  alone,  jet  the 
per  centage  of  diseased  tubers  is  considerably  less,  which  is  so  far 
satisliEMtory, 

£xperimerU,  No,  2. — It  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  table  that 
the  largest  return  from  any  of  the  manures  used  is  that  Irom  guano 
Alone — ^a  proof  that,  when  genuine,  it  is  the  best  application  the  farmer 
can  use  as  an  auxiliary  for  the  growth  of  green  crops.  The  next  in 
the  order  of  increased  production  is  that  from  farm -yard  manure  in 
eonjanction  with  concentrated  blood  manure.  The  latter  was  fur- 
nished to  me  by  direction  of  Lord  Gosford,  and  I  am  at  present  unable 
to  state  the  actual  price  at  which  it  is  sold  in  the  market ;  but,  in  this 
instance,  I  have  assumed  the  cost,  including  carriage,  to  be  12«.  per 
cwt.  Several  circumstances  prevented  me  carrying  out  the  trials  with 
the  mangel  wurzel  to  the  extent  I  had  originally  intended. 

Experiment,  No.  3. — The  principal  feature  observable  in  this  experi- 
ment is  the  greater  increase  from  the  saline  application  on  the  Tar- 
tarian oats  than  on  the- potato  oats.  This  result  I  attribute,  princi- 
pally, to  the  circumstance,  that  the  portion  of  the  field  on  which  the 
Tartarian  oats  were  sown  was  in  a  lower  state  of  fertility  than  that  on 
which  the  potato  oats  grew. 

Hxperinunty  No.  4. — The  manure  used  as  a  top-dressing  for  the  flax 
in  this  experiment  was  that  recommended  by  Doctor  Hodges,  and 
manu&ctni:^  by  the  Messrs.  Bitchie,  Belfast  It  will  be  seen  by  a 
reference  to  the  table  that  the  increase  of  dressed  fibre  from  the 
manure  used  would  not  do  more  than  pay  the  cost  of  application  ;  but 
in  order  to  give  the  experiment  a  fair  trial,  I  think  three  cwt  per  acre 
should  have  been  applied  instead  of  two. 

Live  Stock  and  Dairy  Management. — As  the  principal  source  of  profit 
in  connexion  with  the  &rm  has  arisen  from  the  keep  of  dairy  stock, 
I  have  been  induced,  from  time  to  time,  to  adopt  every  available  means 
of  improvement  that  suggested  itself  to  me  in  this  department  of 
management.  House-feeding  throughout  the  year  is  the  system  prin- 
cipally followed ;  and  as  I  furnished  in  my  last  Beport  a  detailed  state- 
ment of  my  practice  in  this  respect,  I  deem  it  unnecessary,  at  present, 
to  detain  you  by  any  reference  to  it,  as  the  same  mode  of  management 
is  continued  with  equally  beneficial  results.  As  an  instance,  however, 
arising  from  attention  to  the  selection  and  mode  of  house-feeding  dairy 
stock,  I  may  state  that  the  receipts  for  sale  of  dairy  produce  from  four 
milch  cows,  during  the  past  year,  amounts  to  £35  1 3«.  6d.,  besides 
rearing  three  calves,  and  supplying  the  family  with  milk  and  butter. 
I  may  also  mention  that  the  extra  feeding  stuffs,  purchased  during  the 
year,  amounted  to  only  £2  Ss. 

Manures. — Since  the  site  of  the  manure  pit  has  been  changed  to  a 
more  central  position  of  the  farm  steading,  a  greater  facility  has  been 
obtained  in  accumulating  and  preserving  the  manure ;  and  from  the 
house^eeding  of  the  farm  stock,  a  large  quantity  is  yearly  collected. 
The  only  desirable  improvement'  to  be  effected  in  its  present  position 
is  the  fitting  up  of  eave-spouting  along  the  rear  of  the  offices  adjoining. 
The  manuire  is  made  np  in  alternate  layers  with  peat-mould,  road 
scrapings^  and  other  rubbish  coUected  ov^r  th^  &nn«    It  is  occasion- 
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AFmnMxL  ally  watered,  espeoiallj  daring  the  sammer   mentlia,  with  liqaid 

II  AoMmdU    f^^  ^he  tanks.    A  portion  is  plonghed  in  on  the  field  intended  for 

toDr:  ^k-     green  crops  in  the  antnron  season  and  daring  the  winter  months  ;  the 

pitriotiBapoit.  remaining  portion  is  carted  ont  to  the  headlands  of  the  fields  intended 

MtuMda     ^^^  ***  ***'®»  ^^^  itkere  covered  with  friable  earths,  to  prevent  the  escape 

ModdJP^m,  of  the  volatile  parts  during  the  process  of  fermentation*    I  intead  to 

institute  various  experiments  this  year  with  liquid  manure,  on  grass 

and  other  crops,  and  I  ahall  feel  pleasure  in  forwarding  the  results  in 

mj  next  report 

Permanent  Improvements* — ^There  have  been  no  permanent  improve- 
ments effected  on  this  £itrm  during  the  past  year,  the  greater  portion 
of  these  works  being  already  completed. 

LoocU  AffricuUu^  Improvements. — Agricultural  improvement  is 
steadily  advancing  in  thb  neighbourhood;  but  whether  to  attribute 
this  progress  to  the  increased  market  value  of  dairy  and  farm  produce, 
&c.,  or  to  the  example  afforded  on  this  farm,  it  is  not  for  mo  to  say. 
Thero  is  one  fact,  however,  quite  evident^  viz. : — that  the  farmers  m 
the  rural  districts  can  be  more  readily  stimulated  to  improvements  in 
their  profession  by  practical  example  than  by  the  aid  of  agricultural 
lectures  and  crude  theories,  as  the  great  majority  of  this  class  care  very 
little  for  such  instruction  when  not  borne  out  by  practical  results. 

Patkick  O'Hagan,  Agricultural  Teacher, 


EXPSKIMENT,  N 

0, 1.— Potatoos  in  No.  1  field. 

Cost  of 
Haniuiw. 

When  plaatad. 

Rotnra  of 

Produo«p«r 

MM. 

DlBtoDOO 

of  Drills 

•pMt. 

Whw 

iestod. 

Por 

eenUf* 

10  Tom  farm-ycrd  muiure,  2} 

cwt.  nitnto  of  soda,     • 
20  Tons  ium-yud  manure^      . 

£  #.    d. 

2  15    0 

3  0    0 

1st  w«ek  in  April, 
Ditto, 

toBt.ewt.41^ 

7    5    2 
9  U    1 

Ineba. 

30 
30 

Oct.  13, 
Ditto, 

5 

33 

ExPKEiMiSKT,  No.  2.— Green  Crops  in  No.  1  field. 

DflWviptionofCiop. 

MftDurw  applied 
per  »oro. 

Cortof 
Mannree. 

I  Retnrnftof 
When  sown.  Prodaoepor 
acre. 

Wh<m 
tvslad^ 

DisCanm 

of  DrilU 

apart 

ofplaoU. 

Mangeia 

£   #.    d. 

tooSa  cwi.<in> 

Incbas. 

Inches. 

YeUowgloba.     . 

28  tons  farm-yard 
manure,  3  cwt.  of 

salt, 
U  tons  farm-yard 

4    4    0 

Mays, 

24    0    0 

Not.  23, 

27 

12 

Ditto, 

2  19    6 

Mays, 

20  13    0 

Ditto, 

27 

12 

manare,  2^  cwt.  of 

TuKKipa. 
YeUow  buUock, 

bone  compoond, 

13  tons  farm-yard 

4    1    0 

June  2, 

27    1    2 

Ditto, 

26 

10 

manure,  ^  cwt.  of 

Ditto, 

guano, 
7  cwt.  of  guano, 

4    4    0 

June  2. 

31  U    3 

Ditto, 

26 

10 

Ditto, 

16  tons  farm-yard 
manure,  3  cwt.  of 
concentrated  blood 
mannre,  from  the 

4    4    0 

June  17, 

29    3    1 

Ditto, 

26 

10 

8w«dM, 

2G  tons  farm-yard 
manure, 

3  18    0 

June  8, 

25  10    1 

Ditto, 

26 

10 
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0/ NoHontU  SduotOiott  in  Xrebmd, 
ExPEBDiEHT,  No  3. — Oats  in  No.  5  field. 


iVP 


Crop. 

Whenamrn. 

Maoarei  applied 
peraoie. 

Whon 
appliod. ' 

Co«tof 
Maaura. 

Prodooe. 

Whentnated. 

Grain. 

Btiav. 

.'. 

Black  Tartarian 

Oats, 

Ditto, 
Potato  Oats,    . 

Ditto, 
Ditto, 

Ditto, 

April  6, 

April  6, 
March  30, 

Ditto, 
Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Solphftte  am- 
monia, l^OfVt., 

No  manure, 
Nitrate  of  floda, 

No  manure, 
Sulphate  of  am- 
monia, 1^  cwt. 

No  m&nure, 

April  7/ 

April  7, 

• 

April  7, 

£    9.    d. 
)    •    0 

0  12    6 

1  0    0 

owl  4111.11m. 

27  0    0 

21    2  12 
29    2  23 

28  1  12 

29  2    0 

27    1    0 

owt.  qra.lta. 

37    3    7 

29    2  23 
59    1  18 

62  I  U 

63  1  22 

55    1  18 

90th  Sept 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

ExpBBiUENT^  No.  4, — ^Flax  in  No.  6  field. 


Description  of  Seed. 

When  sown. 

Ifanme  applied  per  aere. 

When  applied. 

Cortof 
Manoxe. 

Betnnof 

dmewlPibM 

per  aere. 

Riga  Seed,    . 
Dittos 

April  13, 
Ditto, 

2  owt.  of  ilaz  manure. 
No  manure,      » 

April  13, 

£    M.    d. 
1    0    0 

36itonei. 

voi.,n. 


[Summary^  £c« 
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Appendix  I.       X7.  Cak&iok  Modbl  Agbioultubal  School,  County  Fermanagh. 

"b^fSfrk^  January  12th,  1855. 

patrick'sRoport.  Agricultural  Instruction, — The  agricultural  class  averaged  about 
q^ZLl  sixteen  ;  though  this  is  less  than  the  nuniher  last  year,  yet  it  may  not 
Model  Parou  app^^'r  strange  since  there  is  such  a  decrease  of  agricultural  labourers 
in  this  district  The  larger  hoys  are  employed  at  home,  and  the  ma- 
jority attending  the  school  are  helow  the  years  suitable  for  receiving 
agricultural  instruction ;  but  of  those  attending  the  lectures,  I  have 
every  reason  to  feel  gratified  with  their  attention  and  proficiency. 

Neither  an  agricultural  boarders*,  nor  an  industrial  class  has  as  yet 
been  formed  heip,  but  I  hope  these  defects,  which  have  sq  long  retarded 
our  progress,  will  soon  be  remedied. 

During  the  summer  months  I  paid  two  boys  sixpence  a-week  for 
working  two  hours  each  day ;  they  evinced  the  greatest  diligence  and 
taste  at  every  operation,  and  were  unwilling  to  aiscontinue  until  com- 
pelled by  their  parents  to  aid  them  in  their  harvest  operations. 

Model  Farm, — The  farm  has  recently  been  increased  to  thirty  sta- 
tute acres.  This  lately  acquired  portion  is  detached,  though  within 
view  of  the  original  farm.  It  has  a  south-eastern  aspect,  the  surface 
soil  resting  on  a  subsoil  of  limestone  gravel.  I  considered  it  advisable 
to  lay  it  down  with  grasses  adapted  for  the  pasturage  of  sheep.  I 
shall,  therefore,'  be  able  to  test  which  of  the  two  systems  is  the  more 
remunerative.  i 

Fermanent  Improvements  effected  during  the  year, — These  consisted 
in  levelling  all  the  useless  and  interior  fences,  which  could  not  be 
effected  last  year,  filling  and  levelling  gripes,  trenching  a  portion  of 
the  garden,  and  coostructiug  a  farm-road:         ... 

After  the  labour  of  putting  in  the  crops  had  terminated,  the  manager 
(Rev.  J.  G.  porter)  deemed  it  advisable  to  enlarge  the  offices,  as  it 
was  considered  they  were  too  small  to  accommodate  the  stock  necessary 
to  be  kept  on  the  increased  extent  of  the  farm.  -He  accordingly,  at  his 
own  expense,  commenced  the  erection  of  a  cow-house  capable  of  eon- 
taining  twelve  dairy  cows,  but  it  is  not  yet  finisjhied. 

ExpervmerUs, — As  my  attention  was  ?o  much  occupied  with  the 
impi:ovement  of  the  farm,  and  the  erection  of  the  new  fariti  buihlings, 
I  was  prevented  fVom  devoting  as  much  attention  ;^o  these  matters  as 
I  would  wish.  However,  I  was  enabled  to  note  some.  Iciading  facts, 
which  it  <may  be  useful  to  set  forth.  *  I  'sowed  the  gfeatei;  part  of  the 
new^  hinx\  with  oats,  and  as  a  portion  of  it  was  very  much  exhausted 
from  continued  cropping,  I  was  compelled  to  top-dress  it  irith  a  mix- 
ture of  Peruvian  guano  and  ]keat  ashes,  at  the  rate  of  iwo  cwt.  gimno 
to  the  statute  acre  :  I  applied  the  manure  before  the  last  turn  of  the 
harrows.  In  order  to  see  the  effects  of  the  guaiio  on  the  future  ctop, 
I  left  a  portion  of  a  ridge  in  the  centre  of  the  field  uiimanuied  ^  and, 
what  was  very  remarkable,  the  crop  that  was  manured  waa  in  the 
staok-jard,  when  the  other  portion  was  reaping. 

The  importance  of  this  fact  to  those  who  are  forced  to  sow  white 
crops  on  exhausted  land  is  obvious';  as  by  the  application  of  a  little 
guano  they  will  insure  themselves  a  harvest  two  weeks  earlier,  which 
is  a  great  desideratum  m  our  moist  climate.  '  I  tried  mixed  cropping 
with  beans  and  potatoes,  by  alternating  beans. with,  the  potato  sets. 
This  experiment  succeeded  well.  I  also  srew  cabbages  and  mangel, 
and  carrots  and  cabbages^  together ;  the  cabbages  were  taken  in  both 
plots  as  a  stolen  crop.  I  prepared  the  plots  early  in  October,  formed 
them  into  drills,  applied  at  the  rate  of  thirty  tons  farm-yard  manure  to 
the  acre,  and  planted  the  cabbages  at  the  usual  distances  in  the  spacea 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Id54.3 


o/NaiiMlaljEdudatshi^  in  IretancL 


2» 


I    \ratared  tbem  frequently  daring  the  winter  months  with  liquid  Apfewdix  i> 
manure.     At  the  latter  endf  of  April  I  sowed  the  mangel  on  the  crown  jj^  Appendix 
of  the  drills  |  but  before  sowing  the  seed,  I  gave  it  a  half-manuring  of  to  Dr.  K^k- 
guano  mixed  with  ashes.    The  cabbages  grew  most  luxuriantly,  and  P«*ri<Jt'»B«port. 
iFere  fit  for  cutting  early  in  May.     The  mangel  plants  came  on  well  at       cdrriek 
first,  until  the  leaves  of  the  cabbages  over-shadowed  the  drills,  and  by  MotUlFanik 
excluding  the  air,  the  mangel  plants  were  blanched,    from  which 
some  of  them  never  recovered,  and  I  had  to  transplant  the  greater 
portion  of  that  plot. 

The  same  experiment  with  the  carrots  succeeded  well;  they  did  not 
seem  to  be  injured  by  the  cabbages,  though  both  were  growing  toge-* 
ther  for  a  length  of  time. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  earnestly  suggest  the  formation  of  the 
agricultural  '' bcmrderB'"  and  the  ^industriar  classes;  also  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  separate  literary  teacher,  which  would  promote  the 
welfiEki«  and  increase  the  usefulness  of  this  institution. 

John  Jamiesov/ Agricultural  Teacher, 
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Afpewpix  I.     18.  LouQHASH  MoDBi.  Ageicultubal  Natioital  School,  Co.  Typoue. 

So't'tTrkf  January,  1855. 

patrick'sReport.      AgriauUurcU  Instruction. — The  following  is  the  attendance  of  agricul- 
"^gf^     tftral  pupils  during  the  year  ended  31st  December^  1854  :— * 

^^<*^^  Afriooltaral  Day  -,  .  , 

Bowding  Pupilfc     Pnpik  ^"'*^ 

In  attendance  on  lat  January,  1854,  ...    14  18  32 

Admitted  during  the  year,         •        .        •        •      9  8  17 

Total,        23  26  49 

Left  ftom  Ist  January,  1854,  to  1st  Jan.,  1855,       8  12  20 

Still  at  school, 15  14  29 

Of  the  eight  boarding  pupils  who  1^  during  the  year,  one  became 
teacher  of  a  National  School  in  this  neighbourhood ;  one  assistant  land 
steward  j  two  left  to  receive  a  classical  education  ;  one  was  summoned 
to  Qlasnevin;  and  three  returned  home.  The  pupils^  with  slight  excep- 
tion,  paid  great  attention  to  their  literary  and  agricultural  studies^  and 
made  considerable  progress  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  those  branches 
of  education  calculated  to  insure  success  in  their  intended  profession, 
whilst  t^e  industrial  habits  acquired  in  attending  to  the  Tarions  opera- 
tions of  the  fiftrm,  cannot  but  infuse  an  energetic  spirit  which  will 
enable  them  hereaiter  to  apply  successfully  the  knowledge  and  practical 
skill  thus  obtained,  in  the  most  beneficial  manner  for  their  own  and 
their  country's  welfere. 

Farm  ManagemenJt, — The  result  of  this  year's  crop  has  been  on  the 
whole  satisfactory;  the  yield  of  oats  both  in  grain  and  straw,  was  beyond 
an  average,  succeeding  equally  well  upon  all  parts  of  the  hxm*  I  have 
departed  for  the  last  three  years  from  the  ordinary  course  of  early 
ploughing  the  clover  lea  intended  for  oats.  This  deviation  was  sug- 
gest^ by  observing  the  headlands  of  the  fields,  which  were  later 
ploughed  than  the  rest,  comparatively  free  from  the  attacks  of  the  grub; 
whilst  the  early  ploughed  ground  in  many  instances  had  suffered 
severely  from  its  ravages.  This  g^ub,  which  consumes  the  young  soft 
braird  of  oats  in  the  spring,  is  the  larva  of  the  crane  fly;  it  drops  its 
eggs  in  the  months  of  September  and  October,  at  the  roots  of  the  sucoa* 
lent  grass  growing  on  the  richest  part  of  the  field ;  during  the  winter 
they  become  the  caterpillar  or  grub,  and  in  the  spring,  while  in  this 
state,  they  consume  whatever  green  herbage  comes  in  their  way,  till 
they  assume  the  state  of  chrysalis,  during  the  months  of  July  and 
August^  when  the  perfect  fly  comes  forth.  I  have  strong  grounds  for 
assuming,  that  if  the  land  is  left  unploughed  till  after  the  winter  frost, 
it  destroys  many  of  these  grub  before  they  have  sufficient  strength  to 
escape,  by  penetrating  into  the  earth  ;  whilst  those  that  are  left  will 
feed  upon  the  sward  of  the  newly  turned  over  furrows,  without  rising 
to  attack  the  oats ;  but  when  the  land  is  early  ploughed,  the  swafd 
becomes  rotted,  the  whole  of  the  grub  are  turned  down  ont  of  the 
reach  of  the  frost,  and  from  having  nothing  to  feed  upon,  they  rise  to 
the  surface  and  destroy  the  com.  I  have,  for  tlie  above  reasons,  for  the 
last  three  years,  delayed  the  ploughing  of  lea  till  the  spring,  and  found 
H  fully  to  answer  niy  expectations.  *  Whether  similar  results,  as  regards 
the  ploughing  <2f  lea  at  this-  late  season^  may  be  obtained  in  future 
years,  is  an  experiment  wetl  worthy  of  trial  in  difierent  localities:  and 
thould  these  results  continue  to  be  borne,  out  in  successive  trials,  it  will 
biecome  of  great  advantage  in  securing  the  oat  crop  from  destruction, 
on  this  descr^tion  of  land. 
The-  blight  upon  the  potato  set  in  at  a  much  eadier  period  in  this 
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locality  than  last  year ;  and  from  the  late  and  wet  spring  which  we  had  Avpwdix  I. 
they  attained  hnt  little  size  hefore  the  stems  were  cut  off.    The  crop  isjj  Appendix 
consequently  a  very  deficient  one;  hut  since  the  first  year  of  the  disease,  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
I  only  plant  potatoes  upon  rough  land,  not  fit  for  producing  any  other  pa*"ck'8Report. 
crop.     I  put  them  in  ridges,  and  plant  cabbages  in  the  brows,  at  about     iougha$h 
four  feet  distance :  these  continue  to  grow  hut  slowly  till  the  blight  Model  Farm: 
destroys  the  potato  stalks,  when  they  spread  over  the  ridges,  producing 
a  most  abundant  crop.     1  planted  in  this  way  in  April  last  6,000  plants 
over  three  acres  of  potatoes,  applying  a  little  guano  to  each  plant.    I 
fed  twelve  cows  upon  the  produce  for  two  months,  and  it  would  have 
taken  a  good  acre  of  turnips  to  have  fed  tbem  the  same  time. 

From  the  constant  wet  m  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  turnip  crop 
suffered  a  good  deal ;  however,  they  turned  out  much  better  than  I 
expected,  while  they  and  the  cabbages  will  afford  us  sufficient  green 
food  till  the  grass  is  fit  for  cutting  in  the  summer. 

Live  Stock — The  management  of  stock  occupies  a  considerable  share 
of  our  attention,  the  profits  resulting  therefrom  forming  an  important 
item  in  the  farm  accounts.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  receipts  nnder  this 
head  amount  to  nearly  X200,  as  I  have  sold  £128  worth  of  stock,  with 
over  £68  worth  of  dairy  produce,  being  a  considerable  amount  from  the 
extent  of  land  which  I  hold.  The  system  of  house-feeding  has  been 
detailed  in  my  former  reports,  and  need  not  be  reported  here.  I  have 
fed  ten  milch  cows,  four  heifers,  and  reared  ten  calves  of  different  ages, 
besides  from  eight  to  twelve  pigs,  ten  sheep,  and  two  hqrses. 

Manures.—:-!  continue  to  keep  up  a  sufficient  supply  of  manure  by 
following  the  improved  practice  detailed  in  my  former  reports.  I  have 
invariably  found  that  removing  farm-yard  manure  in  the  winter,  long 
before  it  is  applied  to  the  land,  has  a  great  tendency  to  reduce  both  the 
quantity  and  quality.  It  is  opened  up  to  the  atmospheric  air  which 
brings  on  decomposition,  by  which  it  loses  many  of  its  valuable  gases, 
leaving  the  manure  wanting  many  of  the  elements  which  it  would  have 
retained,  had  decomposition  been  prevented.  In  consequence  of  this,  I 
allow  the  manure  to  remain  in  the  pit,  packing  it  as  close  as  possible^ 
and  if  in  the  yard  allowing  the  cattle  to  tread  on  it:  this  excludes  the 
&ir,  prevents  decomposition,  and  consequently  preserves  the  manure  in 
a  richer  state.  The  manure,  also,  will  suffice  for  a  greater  extent  of 
ground;  and  its  effects  on  the  crop  are  strikingly  exemplified,  in  compa- 
rison with  maxmre  applied  aft^r  having  gone  through  all  its  stages  of 
decomposition.  I  always  use,  in  addition  to  the  manure,  about  two  cwt. 
of  Peruvian  guano  to  the  acre;  this  small  quantity,  even  with  less 
manure,  will  raise  a  greater  crop  of  turnips  than  by  using  a  most 
liberal  supply  of  farm-yard  manure. 

Fermanent  Improvements, — Our  spare  time  last  year  was  spent  in  clear- 
ing land  of  stones,  in  making  fences,  draining  half  an  acre,  and  making 
drains  in  some  jMurts  of  the  farm  between  those  already  made,  where  it  was 
found  the  land  was  not  sufficiently  dry.  I  find  on  steep  land  that  drains 
do  not  as  effectively  dry  it  when  placed  at  twenty-one  or  thirty  feet 
apart,  as  on  level  land  of  the  same  degree  of  tenacity,  1  have  fre- 
quently drained  fields  one  part  of  which  was  steep  sloping  ground,  and 
the  rest  flat,  I  found  some  years  after  the  level  land  to  be  quite  dry, 
while  I  had  to  make  drains  between  those  on  the  slope;  and  I  now  find 
it  necessary  on  this  fiurm  to  place  the  drains  closer  on  sloping  than  on 
level  land,  so  as  to  drain  it  effectually. 

Progi*€9s  of  Improvement, — The  industrial  status  of  the  people  in  this 
district  is  still  improving:  from  their  energy,  economic  habits,  improved 
mode  of  cultivation,  and  with  the  favourable  prices  now  obtained  for 
farm  produce,  the  social  condition  of  the  people  has  been  very  much 
acmeliorlited  wittiin  the  last  few  years,  ^  , 
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Appendix  I.       The  profits  of  the  farm  eliow  a  fair  return  for  this  kind  of  land,  and  a 

II.  Appendix     ^^^g^^  increase  upon  last  year,  which  would  have  heen  greater  had  the 

to  Dr.  Kirk-     potato  crop  tumed  out  as  favourable  as  that  of  the  preceding  year. 

patricVaReport.  The  increased  yield  of  oats  barely  covered  the  loss  upon  the  potato 

lotMhash     crop.     The  labour  this  year  cost  considerably  more  from  my  clearing  a 

Model  Farm   field  of  rocks,  draining  a  portion  of  it,  ditching  and  levelling  some  old 

fences.     I  might  have  entered  at  least  £16  of  this  in  the  inventory  as 

unexhausted  improvements;  but  as  it  would  be  brought  to  the  debit  of 

the  farm  next  year,  I  thought  it  as  well  to  debit  the  farm  for  the  whole 

of  it  at  once. 

The  accounts  and  other  returns,  herewith  sent,  have  been  accurately 
kept,  and  feurly  made  out,  so  as  to  represent  a  true  state  of  the  transac- 
tions of  the  year  upon  this  farm. 

In  conducting  the  agricultural  boarding  department  these  years  post, 
I  have  experienced  considerable  difficulty  in  maintaining  the  pupils  at 
the  small  charge  of  £7  10«.  per  annum  for  boarding,  washing,  bed- 
clothes, light,  and  all  other  incidental  expenses ;  every  species  of  outlay 
towards  their  support  is  now  greater  than  when  this  rate  was  established, 
so  that  I  have  been  for  some  years  at  considerable  loss  in  keeping  up 
this  department  of  the  school.  I  have  still  greater  difficulty  in  con- 
ducting the  literary  department.  Though  I  have  the  nominal  assistance 
of  a  literary  teacher,  his  services  are  comparatively  trifling,  from  the 
short  time  that  any  properly  qualified  person  remains.  The  additional 
duties  required  of  him  in  attending  the  Agricultural  Class  in  the  morning 
and  evening,  induces  him  to  leave  so  soon  as  a  chance  offers,  where  his 
duties  may  be  less,  while  his  emoluments  remain  the  same  ;  the  conse« 
quence  is,  that  this  school  for  the  last  sixteen  years  has  been  chiefly  in 
the  hands  of  "  probationers,'*  who  have  themselves  to  become  pupils 
under  me,  in  order  to  qualify  for  teaching  those  branches  studied  by  the 
agricultural  boarders;  from  this  cause  the  duties  of  the  agriculturist  in 
maintaining  the  literary  and  agricultural  department  of  the  school,  are 
beyond  what  is  consistent  with  the  due  performance  of  either.  I  have 
no  doubt  it  would  greatly  add  to  the  usefulness  of  this  school,  if  a  salary 
of  £10  a-year  was  granted  to  the  Literary  Teacher  in  addition  to  his 
ordinary  class  salary.  This  would  be  an  inducement  for  him  to  remain^ 
and  compensate  him  for  the  additional  time  occupied  in  teaching  the 
boarders  in  the  mornings  and  evenings. 

Jakes  MoobBj  Agriculturist 


[Nambs  09  Pupils. 
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Kajibs  of  Pupils  in  tiaining  at  the  Louohash  AtiBiouLTUUii  School^  Jkmxmx  L 
for  the  year  1854.  II.  A;;;ii« 

.  to  Drf  Xhk- 
patrick'ftBcpoKt. 

ModtlFarwu 


NftiiiMofpapiI& 

Datoofentnnoe. 

DwtiDation. 

Dftto  of  iMTinf. 

1.  Thomas  Thompflon, 

Octoher,  1851, 

Glasnevin, 

August,   1854. 

3.  John  Donovan,      . 

JuDC,   1849, 

Still  at  school. 

8.  John  O'NeUl, 

December,  1850," 

Teaching  school. 

February,  1854. 

4.  Wm.  M'Gllndiy, 

January,  1852, 

Went  to  learn 
classics. 

March,  1854. 

9.  Jamet  Briaon, 

Janiuuy,  1852, 

Assistant  Land- 
steward  on  his 
father's  farm. 

March,  1854. 

6.  John  Smyth, 

Octoher,  1851, 

Still  at  school. 

7.  Lawrence  Clarke, 

October,  1862, 

StiU  at  school. 

8.  George  Gallen,      . 

April,  1852, 

Went  to  learn 
classics. 

Sept.,  1854. 

9.  George  Ansel, 

October,  1851, 

Went  home. 

March,  1854. 

10.  Michael  M^Mahon, 

April,  1852, 

Still  at  school. 

11.  Edmond  Malone,    . 

February,  1864, 

StiU  at  school. 

12.  Wm.  Tonner, 

January,  1853, 

Went  home. 

March,  1854. 

13.  John  Callaghan,    . 

June,  1853, 

StiU  at  school. 

14.  John  Doherty, 

October,  1853, 

Do. 

15.  Charles  Lvnch,     . 

16.  John  M'Closkey,  . 

December,  1853, 

Left, 

January,  1854. 

January,  1854, 

StUl  at  school. 

17.  John  Gormly, 

May,  1854, 

Do. 

18.  Edward  Doherty,  . 

May,  1854, 

Do. 

19.  Patrick  Doherty,  . 

May,  1854, 

Do. 

20.  Philip  Granny,     . 

August,  1854, 

Do. 

21.  James  Doherty,     . 

August,  1864, 

Do. 

22.  Patrick  Gallon,      . 

December,  1854, 

Do. 

23.  Thomas  Johnston, 

Kovember,  1854, 

Do. 
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Appendix  h  19.  Salltbank  Model  AaEicuLTuaAL  Nation al  School, 

Il.Ap";;;;:dix  ,     .    ,       ,,  .        OonmyClsxe.  ^      ^    ,^ 

(o  Dr.  Kirk-  Agnciutural  Instruction. — The  average  attendance  at  the  school  has 

patriek*BReport.  fallen  short  of  what  it  was  in  former  years  ;  and  as  the  decrease  has 

SaUvbank     ^®®^  principally  from  the  more  advanced  boys  forming  the  Agricul- 

MMFarm.   taral  Chiss,  I  have  at  times  found  it  impossible  to  keep  up  the  number 

heretofore  instructed  in  that  class.     I  have  also  experienced  somediffi- 

calty  in  filling  up  vacancies  in  the  Industrial  Class.     The  decrease  is 

chiefly  owing  to  the  constant  drain  on  the  population  by  emigration, 

and  the  consequent  scarcity  of  labourers.     In  other  respects  these 

classes  have  given  general  satisfaction. 

Modd  Farm, — ^The  fiEirm  has,  during  the  past  year,  been  increased 
from  eight  to  sixteen  acres.  The  additional  portion  was  taken  too 
late  last  season  to  admit  of  its  being  tilled,  I  have  commenced  prepar- 
ing a  portion  of  it  for  oats  and  green  crops.  It  is  in  a  wretched  con- 
dition, and  requires  to  be  drained,  deepened,  and  manured  highly, 
before  I  can  expect  a  profitable  return.  In  1848  my  patron,  £.  Ber- 
nard, Esq.,  kindly  lent  me  £40,  to  drain  and  otherwise  improve  the 
eight  acres  constituting  the  original  Ceuin.  An  equal  sum  would 
scarcely  place  the  additional  eight  acres  in  a  working  condition,  as 
draining  alone  would  require  about  £4  an  acre.  If  £40  or  £50  were 
judiciously  expended  on  its  improvement,  I  would  gladly  pay  the  inte* 
rest,  in  addition  to  the  rent,  sooner  than  involve  myself  in  debt  again. 
Besides,  I  cannot  forget  the  fact  that  I  am  a  "  tenan1r-at*will." 

Livestock  and  Dairy  Management, — Under  these  headings,  as  may  be 
seen  from  the  "  Balance  Sheet,"  are  included  most  of  the  receipts,  my 
object  being  to  convert  the  produce  of  the  farm  into  milk,  butter,  and 
pork — thereby  securing  the  greatest  possible  amount  of  manure  for  the 
farm.  The  loss  of  a  brood  sow  and  a  calf  told  considerably  against  the 
profits  of  the  year. 

Manures. — In  addition  to  what  was  made  on  the  farm,  I  paid  £4 
for  Peruvian  guano,  and  £1  9«.  for  lime.  The  guano,  at  the  rate  of 
six  cwt.  to  the  statute  acre,  gave  a  fair  return  of  late  turnips.  For 
Swedes  I  applied  it  at  the  rate  of  three  cwt.  to  the  acre,  together  with 
fourteen  tons  of  feum-yard  manure.  The  return  fell  short  of  previous 
years,  owing,  I  fear,  to  adulteration  of  the  guano.  I  had  also  a  small 
quantity  of  a  manure  called  ''British  Economic*'  ^ven  me  by  a 
neighbouring  gentleman,  anxious  that  I  should  give  it  a  £Eiir  trial.  I 
applied  an  equal  money  value  of  it  and  guano  to  two  plots,  treated 
alike  in  every  respect  for  late  turnip.  The  latter  gave  a  &ir  return; 
while  the  return  from  the  former  was  next  to  nothing.  Fortius  I  was 
prepared,  as  I  had  seen  an  analysis  of  it,  wherein  its  value  was  flaid 
to  be  about  £2  per  ton,  though  sold  at  £12. 

Permanent  Improvements, — I  have  just  completed  subsoilin^  one 
rood^  statute,  for  parsnips  and  carrots,  which  cost  £1  5<.,  or  7^  per 
perch.  While  rejoicing  smcerely  at  the  increased  rate  of  wages  of  the 
agricultural  labourer,  and  the  consequent  general  improvement  of  his 
condition,  I  beg  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  above 
work  could,  in  1850  or  1851,  be  done  for  4(f.  per  perch,  wages  being 
then  from  6 J.  to  8c^.  per  day ;  whereas  now  it  is  12d  In  addition  to 
this,  I  have  always  made  it  a  point  to  subsoil  the  furrows  of  potatoes 
grown  in  ridges  ;  vetches  and  Lite  turnips  grown  in  plates  or  ridges 
have  the  furrows  deepened.  By  this  process  a  portion  of  the  soil  is 
deepened  every  year,  and  an  immense  quantity  of  stones  removed. 
The  amount  expended  under  this  heading  will  be  seen  injthe  balance 
sheet. 
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Progress  qf  Agricultural  Improvement,  ^c. — I  am  sorry  to  have  to   Appendix  I, 
state  that  agricultural  iraprovements  in  this  locality  arc  of  rare  occur-  u  xpMndix 
rence.     It  is  not  for  me  to  enumerate  the  causes  which  retard  progress,  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
I  hope  time  and  experience  will  demon  fit  rate  the  truth  of  the  aphorism,  Patrick's  Report. 
"Example  is  better  than  precept;"   and  that,  when  the  profitable      Saiiubank 
results  of  those  executed  on  this  farm  become  more  evident,  many   ModdFarm. 
others  will  follow  our  example. 

Concluding  Observations  and  Suggestions, — ^This  school  being  situated, 
as  yon  are  aware,  in  a  poor,  backward  locality,  where  there  are  no  local 
contributions,  and  little  or  no  school  fees,  I  am  compelled  to  supply  it 
with  requisites  at  my  own  expense.  I  have  long  felt  the  want  of  a 
geological  map  of  Ireland :  would  not  the  Commissioners  supply  it  at 
a  reduced  price  ?  If  the  following  recommendation  of  one  of  our 
Head  Inspectors  be  complied  with,  would  it  not  be  well  to  include 
some  ogHcultural  works  for  the  Agricultural  Teachers  ? — "  To  enablo 
the  teachers  to  cultivate  the  language  in  this  spirit,  and  to  make 
the  works  they  may  require  for  the  purpose  accessible  to  them,  I 
would  suggest  that  the  Commissioners  establish  in  each  district  a 
Teacheri^  Library,  which  should  consist  of  works  on  education  and 
English  literature,  and  a  few  well-selected  volumes  of  history,  travels, 
and  popular  science."  Another  Head  Inspector  has  written  as  follows 
on  the  same  subject : — "  The  compilations  of  *  Specimens  of  British 
Poetry,  with  Biographical  Sketches  of  the  Writers,'  now  on  the  eve  of 
being  issued  by  the  Commissioners,  may  effect  material  improvement 
in  that  department ;  but  until  both  School  and  District  Libraries  be 
established  in  addition,  the  fountains  of  English  literature  remain  par- 
tially sealed  against  them." 

As  the  ex  parte  statements  of  an  agricultural  teacher  as  to  his  suc- 
cess in  carrying  out  the  objects  of  his  mission  may  fail  in  convincing 
the  sceptical,  it  is  desirable  that  they  should  be  supported  by  the  tes- 
timony of  those  whose  position  precludes  any  idea  of  flattery  or  exag- 
geration. It  is,  therefore,  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  submit  the 
following  communication,  which  I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  from 
Philip  Keade,  Esq.,  of  Soariff,  a  gentleman  whose  agricultural  improve- 
ments and  exertions  for  the  social  amelioration  of  his  tenantry  are  well 
known ; — 

The  Woodparks,  Scariff,  Feb.  26,  1855. 

Sir,— -I  hare  watched  with  great  interest,  fi)r  several  years,  the  progress 
of  the  farm  you  cultivate.  Having  reclaimed  and  cultivated  great  tracts  of 
inferior  soils  myscdf,  I  felt  an  interest  in  your  proceedings  on  a  piece  of  moun- 
tain nndonbtedly  much  inferior  to  any  I  ever  attempted  to  reclaim.  It  has  no 
surface;  a  wretched  wet  suhsoil,  retentive,  and  of  the  most  discouraging 
dcBcription.  That  you  could  extract  any  crops,  except  by  great  skill,  labour, 
and  expense,  was  an  impossibility ;  you  have  done  as  much  as  the  land  admits 
of,  and  more  than  I  expected.  In  fact,  it  is  that  species  of  mountain  land  that 
I  consider  imfit  for  cultivation,  because  it  would  notrcpay  the  outlay,  and  could 
never  be  made  permanently  good. 

I  am  very  happy  to  certify  that  you  have  effected  as  much  with  it  as  it  is 
capable  of,  and  that  it  required  the  greatest  and  most  constant  labour,  skill, 
and  courage  to  attempt  its  improvement. 

I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

JPhilip  Bjbade. 
Mr.  Byan,  Model  Farm,  Sallybank. 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  seek  stronger  or  more  valuable  evidence 
as  to  the  energy  and  success  with  which  my  labours  have  been  prose- 
cnted, 

JssBMiAH  Rtan^  Agricultural  Teacher. 

Toil.  u.  ^ 
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Appendix  L  20.  Bblvoib  Model  Agricultural  School,  County  Clare. 

to  Drl^'Ki'k-''  ^  3tli  January,  1855. 

patrick'sReport.      Agricultural  Clciss. — There  are  twenty-four  pupils  in  this  class  at 

Beiwir       present.    The  attendance  during  the  last  year  was,  on  the  whole,  satis- 

ModelFarm.   factory,  much  more  so  than  in  any  year  since  my  taking  charge  of  tlic 

school,  especially  when  it  is  considered  that  another  school  came  into 

operation  during  the  year  in  this  parish,  and  within  a  short  distance  of 

this,  as  well  as  that  a  number  of  the  pupils  attending  here  emigrated 

during  the  same  period. 

Industnal  Class. — The  pupils  of  this  class  have  given  me  much  satis- 
faction, having  satisfactorily  progressed  in  their  studies,  both  literary 
and  agricultural.  ^ 

Model  Farm. — No  alterations  have  taken  place  in  the  rotations 
pursued  on  this  farm  since  1 S52.  The  proper  periods  of  sowing  and 
planting  the  various  crops  were  judiciously  taken  advantage  o^  and 
consequently  the  return  (save  in  barley)  was  a  very  fair  average. 
There  were  no  peculiarities  in  the  system  of  cropping  calling  for  any 
particular  notice. 

Live  Stock,  (Jv\ — The  live  stock  on  the  farm  at  present  consists  of 
one  cow,  one  calf,  eight  sheep,  two  brood  sows,  eight  young  pigs,  and 
a  donkey,  all  of  which  are  most  carefully  attended  to.  Had  there  been 
sufficient  capital  to  work  the  farm,  and  purchase  stock,  it  would,  of 
course,  be  capable  of  sustaining  a  great  deal  more. 

Manure. — The  collection,  preservation,  and  application  of  manure, 
the  farmer's  mainstay,  receive  the  greatest  possible  attention ;  that  from 
the  cow-house  and  piggery,  is  mixed  in  alternate  layers  with  leaves, 
rotted  weeds  collected  during  the  spring  and  summer,  road-scrapings, 
t^>c.,  all  of  which  tend  to  absorb  the  liquid,  the  essence  of  the  manure, 
and  thus  preserve  the  most  valuable  part  from  being  wasted,  the  whole 
is  thoroughly  incorporated  by  being  turned  a  few  weeks  before  being 
used ;  that  from  tlio  fowl  house,  together  with  peat-mould,  placed  under 
the  pigs  to  absorb  the  liquid,  is  carefully  preserved  as  a  stimulant  for 
the  green  crops.  Guano,  at  the  rate  of  three  cwt.  per  acre,  in  addition 
to  eighteen  tons  of  fann-yard  manure,  was  applied,  with  the  very  best 
results  to  the  turnip  crop;  the  guano  was  dropped  in  dibble  holes  under 
the  seed,  with  the  precaution  of  drawing  a  small  portion  of  earth  over 
it  prior  to  depositing  the  seed,  to  prevent  them  coming  in  contact. 

Permanent  Improvemeivts. — There  were  no  permanent  improvements 
executed  on  the  farm  within  the  year,  not  having  capital  for  the  purpose, 
and  none  being  absolutely  required,  a  vastamount  having  been  eilected 
by  the  patron  and  former  teacher. 

Agricultural  improvement  has  progressed  most  satisfactorily  in  this 
locality  during  the  year ;  the  aspect  of  the  country  presenting  a  happy 
contrast  now  to  what  it  did  some  time  since. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  add,  that  though  the  difficulties  wLich 
stood  in  the  way  of  the  successful  working  of  our  agricultural  depart- 
ment, and  to  which  I  had  directed  attention  in  my  last  Keport,  have 
not  been  removed,  still  I  feci  justified  in  saying,  that  to  a  considerable 
extent  I  have  been  successful,  which  must  be  attributed  in  a  very  great 
degree  to  my  patron's  unabated  kindness  and  indulgence,  for  which  I 
here  beg  to  return  him  my  most  sincere  thanks. 

Thomas  Madden,  Agricultural  Teacher, 

[SuHXABr,  be 
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21.  Bahan  Model  National  AaBiouLTUEAL  School,  King's  Co.      '  Apwndix  l. 

10th  January,  1855.      ^i^PgJ^ 

Agricultural  Instruction, — The  Agricultural  Boarders*  Class  was  vacant  patrick'sR^rt. 
during  the  year  from  the  following  causes : — The  farmers  in  this  locality  ^^Aa» 
are  generally  holders  of  from  five  to  twenty  acres  of  land;  and  tho  Model  Farm. 
depressing  circumstances  under  which  this  class  have  had  to  lahonr 
during  the  last  eight  or  niue  years,  so  much  lessened  their  stock  and 
capital  as  to  require  some  time  of  prosperity  to  restore  them  to  their, 
former  independent  position.  They  are  consequently  for  some  time 
precluded  from  partaking  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  having 
their  sons  educated  in  this  class.  Labourers,  also,  are  become  very 
scarce,  and,  consequently,  even  the  farmers  who  can  afford  to  pay  have 
to  retain  such  of  their  sons  as  are  able  to  work  on  their  own  farms, 
particularly  during  the  busier  parts  of  the  year.  It  is  much  to  be  re- 
gretted that  there  are  no  local  contributions  to  aid  in  maintaining  this 
class,  the  constant  training  and  instructidh  of  which  would  prove  so 
nseful  a  medium  for  the  more  extensive  diffusion  of  improved  agricul- 
tural  knowledge  in  the  district. 

The  "Agricultural  Class"  consists  of  forty-six  boys  at  present :  the 
average  attendance  during  the  year  being  twenty-two.  I  am  proud  to 
be  able  to  state,  that  the  members  of  this  class  have  continued  to  uphold 
the  same  character  of  attention  to  study,  and  of  intelligence  on  agricul- 
tural subjects,  as  reported  by  me  in  former  years. 

Industrial  Class. — Six  boys  of  the  Agricultural  Class  compose  the 
Industrial  Class :  they  work  for  two  hours  daily  on  the  farm  during  the 
first  five  days  of  the  week,  and  three  hours  on  Saturdays,  and  continue 
as  stated  in  my  former  Reports  to  give  general  satisfaction,  both  in 
school,  and  in  all  their  duties  about  the  farm.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that  there  is  no  arrangement  adopted  for  retaining  the  most  deserving 
members  of  this  class  on  the  farm  to  continue  their  course  of  agricul- 
tural instruction,  and  thus  become  better  qualified  to  carry  out  the 
improved  system  of  husbandry. 

Model  Farm, — No  change  of  any  importance  having  occurred  in  the 
course  of  cropping,  or  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land  from  that  stated  in 
my  former  Reports,  except  having  substituted  wheat  for  oats  on  a  ])art    ' 
of  the  lea  division,  a  practice  not  common  in  this  locality,  I  think  it 
unnecessary  to  detail  the  difierent  operations. 

Stock,  ^c. — The  stock  kept  on  the  farm  during  the  year  varied  from 
four  to  six  head  of  black  cattle,  two  to  sixteen  pigs,  one  pony,  one  sheep, 
and  from  twenty  to  forty  poultry.  It  will  appear  from  the  accompanying 
sheet  of  accounts,  that  the  live  stock  is  the  most  available  source  of 
profit  connected  with  the  management  of  the  farm.  The  receipts  for 
stock  of  sorts,  dairy  produce,  eggs  and  poultry,  coupled  with  the  esti- 
mated value  of  these  items  used  in  the  house,  (which  you  will  perceive 
to  be  rather  underrated,  there  being  a  family  of  six  and  sometimes  of 
seven  persons,)  give  a  gross  return  <-f  £55  iy«.  5<f.  from  this  branch  of 
farm  industry. 

Being  so  much  in  £9.vour  of  the  keeping  of  cattle  and  of  converting 
every  thing  fitted  for  the  purposes  of  feeding  into  as  nutritious  and  as 
relishable  a  state  as  possible,  and  also  with  the  view  of  making  the 
most  of  the  ferm,  I  beg  leave  to  again  request  your  attention  to  the 
great  loss  and  inconvenience  consequent  on  the  want  of  a  cooking  house, 
and  a  fowl  house,  and  that  you  will  suggest  to  the  Commissioners  the 
propriety  of  having  these  two  useful  appendages  to  the  farm  offices 
supplied. 
'The  manu)-e  has  been  managed  in  precisely  the  same  way  as  in 
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Apfbndtx  r.  previous  years.  During  the  summer  and  harvest  of  the  past  year  I 
II  ADDpndix  *PplJ<5<i  peat-mould,  saturated  in  the  tank,  as  a  top-dressiug  to  the  grass 
to  Dr.  Kirk-  field  after  each  cutting,  which  I  found  to  forward  the  growth  and  to 
pairick'sReport  increase  the  yield  much  beyond  the  parts  not  so  treated. 

^^^  Owing  to  the  great  barrier  to  the  improvement  of  the  low  lands  in 

Model  Farm,   this  district  not  having  yet  been  removed,  little  beyond  what  was 

done  could  be  effected  in  the  way  of  permanent  improvements.     A  small 

quantity  of  drains,  and  the  removal  of  stones  from  about  a  rood,  were  all 

that  could  judiciously  be  done. 

Agricultural  improvement  in  the  locality  may  be  perceived  in  the 
increased  breadths  sown  under  clover,  vetches,  «fcc.,  and  the  abandon- 
ment in  some  instances  of  the  ruinous  system  of  sowing  succesisional  crops 
of  grain.  The  cultivation  of  turnips  and  mangel  also  engages  a  propor- 
tional share  of  the  farmer's  care  and  attention ;  but  the  success  which 
fortunately  has  these  two  years  attended  the  growing  of  the  Scotch  Down 
variety  of  potatoes  in  this  district,  and  the  high  and  remunerative  prices 
to  be  obtained  for  them,  induced  the  farmers  to  plant  nearly  the  whole 
breadth  to  be  manured  under  this  crop.  This,  I  think,  is  partly  tho 
means  of  raising  the  price  of  all  sorts  of  feeding  stuffs,  and  of  causing 
the  value  of  small  and  store  X)igs  to  be  much  under  the  average. 

Concluding  Jiaaarks. — In  Heturn,  No.  2,  which  accompanies  this 
Keport,  will  be  found  the  different  crops  cultivated,  Ac-  It  will 
appear  from  this  return  that  the  potatoes  yielded  less  than  in  the  pro- 
ceding  year ;  this  arose  from  a  part  of  the  crop,  where  purchased  seed 
were  planted,  having  partly  missed.  The  crop  was  very  free  from 
disease,  not  more  than  five  per  cent  being  injured.  It  will  also  appear 
from  the  same  table  that  the  mangel  and  turnips  were  sown  later  and 
did  not  produce  so  heavy  a  crop  as  in  the  previous  year.  These  two 
defects  arose  from  causes  over  which  I  had  no  control.  The  land  laid 
out  for  these  crops  was,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  spring,  so  saturated 
with  water,  and  at  times  flooded  as  to  prevent  its  being  prepared  in  due 
time.  When  the  water  lowered,  and  the  land  beciimo  partially  dry,  it 
required  a  great  deal  of  time  and  labour  to  fit  it  for  the  reception  of  tho 

small  seeds,  which  caused  the  sowing  of  them  to  be  unavoidably  late 

In  the  month  of  June,  when  the  plants  appeared  most  prosperous,  a  flood 
again  came  and  inundated  the  greater  part  of  them ;  thus  very  mate* 
rially  checking  their  growth  and  causing  a  considerable  reduction  iu 
the  weight  of  the  crops. 

As  stated  in  the  last  Report  on  this  School,  the  profits  arising  from 
cultivation  in  lietum.  No.  1,  is  realised  from  about  ten  statute  acres, 
the  remainder  not  being  arable,  and  scarcely  worth  the  rent  The 
amounts  paid  for  fuel,  £2  10*.  and  to  servant-maid,  £2,  might  appear 
at  first  sight  much  too  low :  in  the  first  case,  the  amount  paid  is  tho 
cost  of  cutting  and  drying  the  turf,  it  having  been  drawn  home  by  the 
pony  kept  on  the  farm.  As  to  the  latter  it  is  only  necessary  to  state, 
that  the  servant-maid  is  boarded  in  the  house,  and  is  employed  for 
general  household  as  well  as  hrm  work* 

Patrick  Flanaqan, 
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22.  Dkohiskek  Model  Agmcfltural  School,  County  Lonth.  Appetoix  I. 

JaDuary,  1855.         JJ  D^^P^t* 
Affricfdtural  Instruction. — Agricultural    Boarders, — This    class  at  patriok'sReport. 
present  consists  of  two  boys,  one  a  "paying,^  the  other  a  ^^free^'  pupiL      -^  — t\ 
The  zeal  and  attention  evinced  by  them  in  the  discharge  of  their    ModMFarm, 
daties,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  their  studies,  have  been  unremitting; 
and  their  progress  in  literary  and  agricultural  knowledge  has  been 
most  satis&ctory. 

Agrictdtural  Glass. — The  average  attendance  of  this  class  during  the 
past  year  varied  from  sixteen  to  thirty  boys.  They  receive  agricul- 
tural instruction  during  half  an  hour  each  day,  Saturday  excepted  \  and 
I  am  happy  to  be  enabled  to  state,  that  they  evince  an  earnest  desire  to 
become  acquainted  with  the  different  subjects  brought  under  their  notice. 
Indttstrtal  Class. — The  members  of  this  class,  six  in  number,  con- 
tinue to  give  general  satisfaction.  They  work  on  the  farm  two  hours 
each  day  (except  during  the  inclement  weather)  at  such  light  work  as 
they  are  capable  of  performing. 

Model  Farm, — It  is  most  gratifying  to  me  to  be  in  a  position  to 
state,  that  the  results  of  the  past  year's  transactions  have  been  attended 
with  very  great  success,  as  will  appear  from  the  balance  sheet  accom- 
panying this  Report.  The  different  crops  grown  on  the  farm,  without 
exception,  exhibited  as  £a.ir  a  return  as  could  be  reasonably  expected ; 
and  in  corroboration  of  this  statement,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following 
extract  from  the  Report  of  Mr.  Brogan,  Assistant  Agricultural  Inspector, 
who  inspected  both  the  school  and  farm,  on  the  12th  August  lajst: — 
"  I  feel  happy  in  being  again  enabled  to  state,  that  the  agricultural 
department  continues  to  be  conducted  with  the  utmost  efficiency. 
Nothing  can  be  more  gratifying  than  the  appearance  of  the  Model 
Farm,  which,  every  where,  affords  evidence  of  the  greatest  care  and 
skill  in  its  cultivation.''  As  the  management  and  mode  of  culture  were 
described  at  length  in  a  previous  report,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to 
enter  into  the  details  at  present. 

Idve  Stock  and  Dairy  Management. — The  system  of  house-feeding  is 
fully  exemplified  on  this  farm ;  and  the  results,  I  am  happy  to  say, 
have  been  most  satis&ctory.  The  stock  at  present  consists  of  two 
cows,  one  two-year-old  heifer,  one  calf,  six  pigs,  and  a  strong  pony. 

Manure, — ^Every  attention  is  paid  to  this  important  department  of 
husbandry.  Owing  to  the  system  of  house-feeding  the  cattle,  a  very 
large  supply  of  manure  is  annually  collected.  The  heap  is  made  up  of 
farm-yard  manure,  the  weeds  and  refuse  picked  off  the  farm  during 
the  season,  and  peat-mould,  saturated  with  the  liquid  from  the  cow- 
house, and  mixed  in  alternate  layers  with  the  dung.  Due  care  is  taken 
to  have  the  heap  covered  with  earth  at  least  twice  each  week,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  escape  of  its  gaseous  substances.  The  heap  is  turned  once 
before  applying  it  to  the  soil. 

Permanent  Improvements, — The  only  permanent  improvement  effected 
during  the  year  was  the  excavation  of  the  ground  intended  for  a  hag- 
gard, to  the  depth  of  three  feet,  and  enclosing  it  by  a  permanent  fence, 
IJELced  internally  with  stone,  and  planted  with  privet  and  thorn. 

Progress  of  Agricultural  Improvement. — I  have  no  doubt  but  the  ex- 
ample set  by  the  Model  Farm  has  had  a  good  effect  on  the  small  £ftrmers 
iu  the  neighbourhood,  in  stimulating  tnem  to  adopt  a  better  system 
than  heretofore.  They  now  pay  the  strictest  attention  to  the  pre- 
paration of  the  soil  for  the  reception  of  "green  crops,"  which  thejr 
endeavour  to  grow  to  an  extent  proportioned  to  the  size  of  their 


Digitized  by 


Google 


300  Appendix  to  Twenty-first  Report  of  Commissioners    [1854. 

Appendix  I.       I  beg  to  express  my  most  sincere  and  grateful  thanks  to  the  noble 

II.  Appendix     proprietor,  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Clermont,  and  to  the  manager,  the 

to  Dr.  Kirk-      llev.  Thomas  Calian,  p.p.,  for  their  kind  patronage,  and  tho  warm  in- 

patrick'a Report,  terest  they  continue  to  manifest  in  the  prosperity  of  this  institution  ; 

Dromisken     ^^^  ^  ^™  ^^^^  ^^  must  be  a  source  of  gratification  to  them,  as  well  as 

Model  Furm,   to  the  National  Board  of  Education,  that  the  Model  Farm  is  fully 

realizing  the  objects  for  which  it  was  established. 

Pateick  Quinn,  Literary  and  Agricultural  Teacher. 
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23.  LouoHRBA  Model  Aobioultttaal  National  School,  County       Appbudix  I. 

Q»l^»y-  n.  Ap'^« 

January,  1855.     putridL'sl^rt. 

Agricultural  Instruction. — I  regret  to  say,  that  although  this  school  rZr 
haa  been  in  constant  operation  for  the  last  twelve  years,  proper  accom-  m^Saf!^ 
modation  has  not  yet  been  supplied  for  agricultural  boarders,  and 
therefore  none  have  yet  entered ;  notwithstanding  several  applications 
liavebeen  made,  eyen  from  remote  counties,  for  admission.  Neither  is 
there  an  '*  Industrial  Class*'  yet  established  in  this  school.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  remark  that  these  two  defects  seriously  retard  the  well- 
TTorking  of  this  establishment.  In  order  to  remove  the  latter  of  these 
defects,  I  intend,  as  soon  as  possible^  to  form  an  ''  Industrial  Class  '*  at 
my  own  expense. 

AgricuUural  Class. — The  number  in  this  class  for  the  past  year 
varied  from  eighteen  to  twelve,  the  numbers  at  the  beginning  and  end 
of  the  year  respectively,  and  which  show  a  decrease  of  six  on  the 
preceding  year.  This  decrease  may  be  attributed  principally  to  the 
i^ant  of  an  Industrial  Class.  Those  who  have  attended  reguhu*ly  have 
acquired  a  fair  amount  of  agricultural  knowledge,  both  theoretic  and 
practical. 

Model  Farm, — No  change  has  taken  place,  either  as  to  extent  or 
system  of  cropping,  since  my  last  Report.  I  am  thankful  to  be  able 
to  say^  that  the  degree  of  success  attending  the  operations  on  the  fii^rm 
for  the  past  year  is  highly  satisfactory.  The  crops  in  general  were 
good,  except  one  rood  of  potatoes,  which  suffered  severely  by  the  blight 

Live  Stock, — This,  at  present,  consists  of  one  cow,  three  heifers,  a 
calf,  and  a  pig,  in  addition  to  which  two  springers  were  fed  during 
three  months  in  summer^  during  which  season  they  were  constantly 
house-fed,  except  two  or  three  hours  each  day ;  and  in  winter,  when 
the  weather  is  answerable,  they  are  allowed  one  hour  each  day  for 
exercise.  The  regular  feeding  and  cleaning  of  these  animals  are 
strictly  attended  to. 

Farm-ya^d  Manure,  of  which  I  had  a  sufficient  supply,  was  col- 
lected, preserv'ed,'and  applied  in' the  sam6  careful  manner  as  formerly. 
No  extraneous  manures  were  required.  The  only  permanent  improve- 
ments effected  during  the  year  were  building  and  repairing  a  few 
perches  of  a  stone  waU  on  the  boundary  of  the  farm. 

Henat  Bsollt,  Agricultural  Teacher. 
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Apfckdix  L       24.  Ballinakill  Central  Model  Ageicultueal  School,  County 
II.  AJ^e7dix  Galway. 

jatrick'sReport.  January  Ist,  1855. 

BcUUmkffl        Agricultural  Instruction. — There  are  three  classes  in  the  «chool  re- 

Model  Farm,   ce'iving  instructions  in  agriculture,  and  the  sciences  in  connexion  with 

it,  viz.,  Agricultural  Boarders,  Agricultural  Class,  and  Industrial  Claas. 

I  submit  the  following  table,  which  will  show  the  number  of  pupils  in 

each  class,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year: — 


No.  in  Claas.  1063. 

Na  is  Claas.  1854 

Agricultural  Boarders, 

.          .             1 

1 

Agricultural  Class, 

29 

25 

Industrial  pl^sa,  . 

.12 

12 

Total,        .         .        42  38 

Agricultural  Class, — Although  the  pupils  in  this  class  did  not  attend 
as  coijstantly  as  during  the  previous  year,  they  studied  eealously  to  im- 
prove themselves  while  at  school;  and  their  progress  in  agricultural 
knowledge  is  praiseworthy  to  themselves,  and  of  much  benefit  to  their 
parents. 

The  Industrial  Class  attends  regularly.  I  am  happy  to  state  that 
their  attention  to  their  duties  and  studies  continues  satisfactorily; 
and  the  desire  which  they  evince  to  be  hereafter  admitted  to  the 
Model  Farm,  Glasnevin,  show^  the  interest  they  take  in  the  instruc- 
tions imparted  to  them.  Several  of  the  pupils  who  were  in  this  class, 
and  who  are  now  working  at  home,  are  judiciously  directing  the  ma- 
nagement of  their  parents' farms. 

Model  Farm. — The  order  of  cropping  carried  out  on  the  farm  during 
the  past  year  was  as  follows  : — I^irst  field,  oats.  Ifalian  rye-grass,  and 
clover;  second,  potatoes  and  turnips;  third,  oats  on  lea;  fourth, grass, 
first  year.  The  soil  being  naturally  heavy,  this  rotation  answers  well; 
and  for  the  future  the  green  fallow  and  grain  crops  will  be  so  arranged 
as  that  only  on  every  ei;jhtk  year  the  same  species  of  crop  will  be  grown 
on  the  sam0  portion  of  land.- 

iVo.  1  Fieldy  (3a.  statute  measure).  This  field,  which  was  under  a 
manured  green  crop  the  yeat  before  last,  was  sown  with  oats,  Italian 
rye-grass,  and  clover,  on  20th  of  February.  Tlie  oats  (English  white 
Holland)  were  sown  broadcast,  at  the  rate  of  eleven  stones  per  statute 
acre.  Tho  produce  of  this  field  was. fourteen  barrels  to  the  acre,  aiul 
the  straw  ^as  more  than  five  teet  in  length.  .  Had  this  field  not  been 
trenched  far  green  crops  the  previous  year,  1  am  certain  the  corn  wt>ul<l 
have  lodgeid ;  but  the  heavy  and  toliacioua  subsoil  which  had  been 
brought  up  gave  sulKcient  scability  to  the  stniw,  thereby  allowing  the 
grain  to  ripen  fully.  Altliough  this  crop  was  most  luxuriant  when 
yielding  to  the  sickle,  the  Italian  ryor-giass  and  clover  were  fully  four- 
teen inches  high. 

iV^o.  2  Field,  (3a.).  The  crops  in  this  field  were  potatoes  and  turnips. 
The  potatoes  were  planted  in  drills,  thirty  inches  apart,  and  the  sets 
were  placed  about  nine  inches  asunderj  uudor  the  manure,  particul^ir 
care  having  been  taken  in  every  instance  to  have  the  cut  side  of 
the  potato  next  the  tauth.  By  this  arrangement,  the  manure  bein,:; 
placed  over  the  sets,  protects  them  from  being  tranipled  on  by  the 
horse's  feet  when-cloi^ing  the  drills.  Thek^ool  rarth  meets  the  cut  side 
of  the  potato,  instead  of  the  putrescent  tnanurO^  which  would  act  too 
energetically  on  them ;  and  by  having  the  eye  uppermost,  the  bud 
starts  at  once  in  an  upright  position.  As  the  potato  has  a  spreading 
root,  and  as  the  tubers  are  nearly  all  developed  upon  the  under  surface 
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of  tke  fibtee,  which  run  mostly  horizontally^  it  is  very  injudicious  to  Afp^kdxx  I. 
have  tbo  sets  lightly  covered,  and  over  the  manure  in  the  drills,  as,  in  jj  Appendix 
after'-caUure  with  the  horse-hoe  or  grubber,  the  lateral  shoots,  with  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
their  attached  tubers,  are  liable  to  be  cut  off  by  the  lines  of  horse- pafaickaBeport, 

hoe,  &0.  ,  ,  ,  ,  ,         ,  BaUmam 

I  had  one  acre  and  two  roods  under  potatoes  this  year ;  and  at  the  MjoddFarm, 
period  of  their  blossoming,  although  the  drills  were  thirty  inches  apart, 
the  stems  (over  three  feet  high)  perfectly  closed  over  the  drills.  Many 
persons  who  visited  the  farm  daring  summer  said  tliey  never  saw  a 
finer  or  more  luxuriant  crop.  There  were,  on  an  average,  ten  or  twelve 
sonnd  potatoes  under  each  stem.  I  bad  also  an  acre  and  a-half  of  turnips 
in  the  same  field,  principally  Swedes.  The  annexed  table  shows  the 
amount  of  produce  raised,  the  time  of  sowing,  and  the  quantity  of  seed 
per  acre,  (fee. 

.iTo.  3  Field,  (Oats  on  lea). — The  soil  for  this  crop  was  ploughed  into 
eight  feet  sets  in  the  month  of  November.  The  land  being  very  poor, 
the  furrow-slices  were  left  only  about  three  Inches  thick.  The  furrows 
were  ^ug  immediately  after,  and  exposed  to  the  action  ot  air  and  frost 
during  winter.  At  the  time  of  sowing  the  scerT,  about  two  hundred 
cart'ioftdd  of  compost  were  applied  to  this  field,  which  I  collected  during 
the  winter  from  different  sources,  viz.,  the  scouring  of  hedges,  peat- 
mould,  marl,  and  road-scrapings.  The  seed  was  sown  on  the  2nd  of 
March,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  stones  to  the  statute  acre.  The  produce 
was  about  fourteen  barrels  to  the  acre.  If  the  soil  for  this  crop  had 
been  ploughed  four  or  five  inches  deep,  and  the  seed  only  harrowed  in, 
as  in  too  many  instances  has  been  the  case,  I  would  not  have  more 
than  eight  or  nine  barrels  to  the  acre.  On  one  portion  of  this  field  I 
covered  the  oats  heavily  with  the  earth  from  the  furrows ;  the  result 
of  which  was,  the  oats  grew  so  tall  and  rich  that  it  lodged,  exceeding 
in  height,  about  ten  or  twelve  inches,  the  straw  which  grew  in  any 
other  part  of  the  field. 

J^o.  4  Field,  (Grass  for  soiling). — This  being  the  second  year  since 
I  adopted  the  four-course  rotation  (in  order  to  get  into  the  shift  at 
once),  the  land  was  left  in  permanent  pasture  up  to  this. 

Livestock  and  Dairy  ManagenurU, — The  stock  kept  on  the  farm 
during  the  past  year  was  three  cows,  three  heifers,  three  calves,  and 
five  pigs,  all  of  which  were  house-fed  on  the  produce  of  the  farm, 
nothing  having  been  purchased  for  this  purpose  only  £2  worth  of  hay. 
The  cattle  are  cleaned  every  morning,  and  fed  and  milked  at  fixed 
periods.  They  get  six  feeds  daily,  and  one  hour  to  exercise  on  a  small 
field  detached  from  the  Model  Farm.  Having  always  a  sufficiency  of 
green  and  succulent  food,  the  cows  return  a  fair  profit  in  milk  and 
butter,  besides  the  large  quantity  of  manure  left  by  them. 

Manures — Having  a  supply  of  marl  adjoining  the, farm,  I  am  en- 
abled to  have  every  year  a  large  compost  heap,  which  I  apply  prin- 
cipally to  the  field  under  oats  on  lea.  There  were  no  portable  nor 
special  manures  used  on  the  farm  during  tlie  past  year.  The  collection 
and  preservation  of  the  solid  and  liquid  manure  produced  on  the  farm 
having  been  duly  attended  to,  1  was  not  under  the  necessity  of  pur- 
chasing manures. 

Permanent  Improvement, — When  I  first  took  charge  of  the  fiallinakill 
Model  Agricultural  School,  in  the  year  1643,  the  farm  contained  only 
6a.  1b.  23p.,  statute  measure.  The  offices  then  built  to  accommodate 
the  number  of  stock  which  could  be  fed  on  that  extent  of  land  under- 
went no  enlargement  untill  this  year.  Anticipating  that  the  Commis- 
sioners would  give  a  small  grant  towards  enabling  me  to  enlarge  the 
old  offices,  and  erect  others  which  were  required,  I  expended  £40  on 
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Appkivdix  I.  the  impFoyements  effected  this  year,  the  slates  and  timber  beiDg  sup*- 
II.  Appendix     P^ed  by  the  patron  of  the  school,  Edward  Howe  Barke,  Esq.,  who  is 
to  Dr.  Kirk-      ever  zealous  in  promoting  the  system  of  agricultural  and  literary  eilu- 
pstrick^sRepori.  cation  afforded  by  the  Board.     The  cow-house,  heretofore,  could  only 
BaUwakUl    contain  four  head  of  cattle ;  it  is  now  enlarged  so  as  to  accommodate 
Modd  Farm,   double  that  number.     I  also  built  a  root-house  of  fourteen  feet  square, 
and  a  pupils'  dormitory  of  like  dimensions.     I  feel  much  pleasure  in 
being  able  to  state  that,  through  my  exertions  and  the  example  set  on 
the  farm,  this  locality  is  rapidly  improving.     The  manure,  as  hereto- 
fore, is  not  allowed  to  remain  a  week  in  the  field  exposed  to  a  summer^s 
sun ;  the  lime,  after  being  burnt,  is  not  allowed  to  become  perfectly 
slaked  and  saturated  with  water,  before  it  is  applied  to  the  soil  or 
eompost  heap ;  nor  is  the  soil  exhausted  by  a  succession  of  com  crops, 
which  was  heretofore  a  favourite  practice  in  this  country. 

Before  concluding  this  Report,  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  many 
obligations  I  am  under  to  my  patron,  who  affords  me  every  means  in 
his  power  to  carry  out  the  system  of  improved  farming,  which,  I  am 
happy  to  say,  is  ty^tj  day  progressing. 

John  Caxfbelu 
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25.  Castlehacket  Model  Aobicdltural  Natiowal  School,  AppeniJix  t 
County  Galway.  „  A^dix  ' 
T              "I  oer  *o  ^r.  Kirk- 
January,  1805.  patrick'sRepork 

Affricvltural  hutruction. — Agricultural  £oarder8, — At  the  com-  Qtstl^ckei 
mencement  of  the  year  I  bad  one  agricultural  hoarder,  and  there  has  ^Jwiel  Farm. 
not  been  any  increase  or  diminution  in  this  class  since. 

Agricultural  Class, — On  the  31st  December,  1R53,  there  were  four- 
teen ])upi!s  upon  the  roll  of  the  agricultural  class ;  and  during  the 
year  just  closed,  seven  pupils  were  admitted,  and  six  removed,  thus 
leaving  fifteen  pupils  ott  the  roll  of  this  class,  upon  the  31  st  December, 
1854.  Of  the  six  pupils  struck  off  the  roll  within  the  year,  three 
entered  shops  or  merchants*  stores,  one  emigrated  to  America,  and  two 
are  at  home  labouring  on  their  fathers'  holdings. 

Industrial  Class, — The  in«Iustrial  class  is  paid  by  the  Board,  and  i^ 
composed  of  those  pupils  who  attend  with  the  greatest  regularity,  and 
who,  on  examination  by  the  manager,  distinguish  themselves  most 
highly  in  their  several  branches  of  study. 

Order  and  Progress  of  the  Classes. — Of  the  good  order,  attention  to 
business,  and  proficiency  of  these  classes,  I  am  enabled  to  reiterate  the 
satisfactory  statements  continued  in  my  former  reports.  From  the 
oldest  to  the  youngest,  the  pupils  composing  them  display  a  willing- 
ness to  work  on  Uie  farm,  and  a  desire  to  learn  when  in  the  school- 
room, such  as  could  scarcely  be  expected  from  children  of  their  age. 
But  perhaps  the  best  test  of  their  assiduity,  on  the  farm  at  lea^t,  is  to 
be  found  in  the  labour  list,  from  which  you  will  see  that  the  only 
expenses  I  have  been  put  to  are  for  horses  to  plough  and  harrow,  and 
a  few  men  to  reap  the  harvest,  and  thresh  fodder.  All  the  rest  of  the 
work  was  performed  by  the  pupils  and  myself — and  performed  effi- 
ciently, as  Mr.  Brogan,  and  others  who  have  seen  it,  can  testify. 

77te  Farm. — The  crops  cultivated  on  the  farm  during  the  year  were 
potatoes,  turnips,  mangels,  cai»rots,  cabbages,  turnips  for  seed,  oats,' 
clover  for  hay  and  wiling,  and  some  garden  vegetables.  The  potatoes 
were  planted  in  drill,  in  the  latter  end  of  February,  and  manured  with 
fami.yard  dung,  at  tlie  rate  of  about  forty  cart-loads  to  the  Irish  acre^ 
The  description  planted  was  the  ** green-top,^' or  *' Protestant,*' which 
experience  has  proved  to  be  the  best  for  this  locality.  The  crop  was 
free  from  blight — the  number  diseased  being  merely  nominal — but  the' 
return  was  not  equal  to  what  I  expected  ;  and  the  same  remark  may^. 
be  made  of  this  locality  geticrally. 

Mangels  and  <?arrofe.-*Owing  to  the  great  drought  which  prevailed- 
in  April  and  May,  the  mangels  and  carrots  were  so  much  injured  that' 
I  wa^  obliged  to  plough  the  greater  part  of  them  down,  and' sow  tho 
faind  again  with  turnips.  In,  oii«  place  I  tran6}>lanted  Swedes  very 
carefully,  and  with  very  great  success,  the  crop  being  fully  equal,  if." 
not  superior,- to  where,  the  seed  was  sowm 

Saving  Turnip  Seed, — I  have  been  so  repeatedly  disappointed  by 
getting  bad  turnip  seed,  that  for  the  future  I  am  resolved  to  save  my 
own.  Last  year  I  made  a  beginning.  In  the  month  of  January  1 
chose  out  some  well-formed  bulbs  and  planted  them  in  good  soil,  well 
manured,  at  the  distance  of  two  feet  from  each  other.  The  space  occu- 
pied was  four  statute  perches,  and  the  produce  when  the  seed  was 
prepared  and  cleaned,  was  sixteen  pounds ;  but  it  would  have  been 
much  more  but  for  the  birds  (larks  and  yellow-hammers)  which  de- 
stroyed probably  one-half  before  it  was  ripe.  I  tried  several  means  to 
fri<jhten  these  pests  without  efiect ;  and  if  any  of  my  fellow  teachers 
!4llUll'Etfltoft»t4lt  fcave  their  own  turnip  seed,  they  will  do  well  to  plant 
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Appinnx  I.  the  bulbs  in  a  conyement  place  where  they  can  watch  these  depreda- 
II  Appendix     *^"*     ^^®  ®®®^  ^*®  ready  for  removing  in  the  end  of  Jane,  and  some 
toDr.  Kirk-     of  it  which  I  sowed  the  first  week  in  July  produced  a  pretty  fair  crop 
patriek'iRepoii.  of  Swedes. 
Ca^ehachet        "^'^^  Stock,  Sfc. — I  reduced  my  stock  of  black  cattle  since  July,  in 
Model  Farm,  Consequence  of  the  clover  hay  crop  not  doing  as  well  as  I  expected.     I 
could  now  increase  it,  but  I  conceive  it  will  be  better  for  the  land,  and 
equally  profitable  to  myself,  to  have  the  turnips  eaten  off  by  nheep. 
One  cow  is  sufiicient  to  supply  the  house  with  milk  and  batter,  and 
owing  to  the  backward  locality  in  which  I  live,  it  is  not  conyenient  to 
dispose  of  dairy  produce,  even  if  I  had  it  to  spare.     lu  this  neigh- 
bourhood it  is  sheep,  and  not  black  cattle,  to  which  the  fJEirmer  looks 
for  profit;  as  consuming  the  green  crops  on  the  ground  is  more 
profitable  than  carting  them  into  the  yard  to  black  cattle,  and  then 
isarting  the  manure  out  again. 

Manures — Every  man's  efforts  are  limited  by  his  resources ;  and 
the  means  of  procuring  manure  in  this  locality  are  very  limited  indeed. 
There  are  ro  road-scrapings,  nor  earth  from  old  useless  ditches,  (the 
fences  here  being  all  of  stone,)  while  the  quantity  of  straw  which 
grows  upon  one  acre,  when  reduced  to  manure,  would  go  but  a  yery 
limited  length  to  supply  the  wants  of  another  acre  about  to  bear  a 
geen  crop.  There  is,  therefore,  but  two  alternatives, — to  purchase 
extraneous  manures  in  the  way  of  bone  dust,  guano,  ^^c,  or  else 
to  purchase  and- cart  bog-mould  from  a  distance  of  three  and  a-half 
miles.  The  value  of  this  latter  article,  however,  when  saturated 
with  the  urine  and  droppings  of  the  cattle  is  so  great,  that  I  would 
prefer  it  to  all  other  mixtures,  home  or  foreign,  for  this  light  land. 
Hitherto  I  was  unable  to  get  it  in  sufiicient  quantity,  owing  to  the 
cost  of  carriage,  but  last  autumn  I  purchased  a  pony,  and  for  the 
future  I  trust  I  shall  be  independent  of  foreign  manures. 

Permanent  ImproveTnenU, — The  only  permanent  improyements  ne- 
cessary on  this  farm  were  fencing  and  subsoiling,  and  both  these  were 
effected  years  ago  by  the  manager,  who  still  continues  to  bestow  his 
fostering  care  upon  the  institution. 

Agricultural  Improvement, — As  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  farm  hus- 
bandry is  progressing  favourably  in  this  district.  There  is  a  greater 
breadth  of  wheat  sown  this  year  than  usual,  and  owing  to  the  &your- 
able  state  of  the  weather,  ail  other  kinds  of  labour  are  adyancing 
rapidly.  The  remunerative  prices,  too,  which  are  to  be  had  for  all 
kinds  of  grain  and  roots,  are  beginning  to  exercise  a  very  apparent 
good  effect  on  the  condition  of  the  working  classes,  who  appear  to  be 
rapidly  emerging  from  the  wretched  condition  to  which  they  had  been 
reduced  in  years  past.  It  also  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  that  tiiis 
increase  of  prosperity  is  not  accompanied^  as  in  former  times,  by  intem- 
perance* 

Abthuk  Oough,  Agricoltoral  Teftclier. 
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» 
26.  Glounqa&bagh  Model  Aqbicultural  Scuool,  County  Waterfoixl.    Appendix  I. 

January,  1855.      l^^f^^ 

Agriculturdl  Instmictlon. — As  anticipated  in  the  last  Report,  the  patnck'slieport. 
domestic  establishment  has  been  enlar^6d  for' the  accommodation  of  Qiouwmrraa 
"  agricultural  boarders,"  and  will  bo  ready  for  their  reception  from  the  Model  Farm, 
31st  March,  1855.  I  have  recommeuded  to  the  Patron,  as  "  free  pupil," 
a  promising  young  lad  from  the  *' industrial  class;"  another  person 
has  spoken  to  me  about  placlnpr  his  son  as  a  paying  agricultural 
boarder  ;  so  that,  in  all  probability,  the  Agricultural  Boardets*  Class 
will  be  filled  up  as  soon  as  the  establishment  will  be  ready  for  their 
reception.  The  agricultural  cla^s,  formed  from  the  fourth,  third, 
and  sequel  classes,  receives  agricultural  instruction  for  }  alf  an  hour 
daily,  as  set  forth  in  the  former  Iteport,  and  are  steadily  progressing. 
The  industrial  class  is  selected  from  the  preceding,  and  now  consists  of 
twelve  boys,  six  of  whom  are  paid  by  the  Patron,  and  six  by  the  Board. 
This  class  is  very  efficient  in  working  the  farm  to  advantage,  and  in 
giving  a  healthy  tone  to  the  school,  both  in  an  agricultural  a^  literary 
point  of  view. 

Cuhivation  of  Farm, — The  mode  of  cultivation  pursued  up  to  this 
period  was,  perhaps,  as  judicious  as  could  be  carried  on  without  too 
great  an  expenditure  at  first  y  but  as  soon  as  possible  the  culture  will 
be  more  systematic,  the  laud  laid  off  in  five  equal  divisions,  and  a 
*'  five-course  shift''  followed,  as  it  is  the  rotation  that  seems  best  suited 
to  the  nature  of  the  soil.  The  land  is  kkid^  and  will  yield  good  corn 
and  green  crops  by  careful  tillage.  The'  mangels  grown  on  the  farm 
this  season  were  as  good  as  could  be  seen  in  the  district.  The  turnip 
crop  wad  not  what  it  should  be,  in  consequence  of  not  having  a  sufii- 
ciency  of  'f  ami-yard  manure.  The  guano  applied  as  a  substitute  had 
not  the  usual  effect,  as  the  weather  became  very  dry  after  its  applica* 
tion  and  the  somng  of  the  turnip  seed ;  so  that  much.of  its  fertilizing 
properties  eVapgrated^  and  a  portion  of  the  seed  failed.  The  deficiency 
of  this  crop  has,  of  course,  decreased  the  profits  of  the  year.  The 
potato  crop,  'in^thie  mountainous 4liBCri«t,  was  very  inferior  this  year; 
the  portion  grown  by  me,  thougli  the  greatest  care  was  taken  in  select- 
ing good  seed,  and  every  attention  paid  to  the  'preparatory  and  after 
culture  of  them,  afforded'  a  very  medium  produce. 

Manures. — A  very  convenient  pit  and  liquid-tank  is  attaohed  to  the 
farm  oSices,  which  afford  every  facility  for  the  collection  and,  preseiTa- 
tion  of  nianures.  .-..•..•.. 

Stock  Wild  Dairy  Mdnaifemerd, — I  have  nothing  new  or  important  to 
state  under  this  head.  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  a  sufiicient 
amount  of  stock;  but  I  trust>  now  that* all  the  buildiugs  requisite  for 
constituting  this  an  efficient  and  well-organized  National  Model  Farm 
bave  been  erected,  through  the  munificence  of  the  noble  proprietor, 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  that  this  defbct  will  soon  be  reme- 
died, and  nothing  left:  undone  to  render  the  management  not  only  satis- 
factory to  his  Grace  and  the  Commissioners*  but  useful  in  promoting  the 
diffusion  of  sound  agricuHural  knowledge  in  thia locality. 

::    «    :    \  JjLMES  £•  Walsh,  Agricultural  Teacher. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


316 

APPElfDIX  I. 

II.  Appendix 
to  Dr.  Kirk- 
pAtrick^sReport. 

GlotUMarragh 
Mod$l  Farm. 


Appendix  to  Twenty  first  Report  of  Commissioners    [1864. 


00 


M 


m 

CQ 

H 

s 


s 

CQ 


•^   C)  eo   o  o   o 

^    00    €0    "^ii    01    t* 


o 


o 

CO 


CD'-'O^COO  04001009 

OO>QC«0dt«     (c«ot^c»t« 

I-*    ^^    I— I  I     ^^  •^ 


00     CO     OQ     O     ^    00 


tQ   CO    o   o   o 


<0 

o 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1854.] 


of  National  Education  in  Ireland, 


zn 


ii 


li 


II 


I! 


I 

I 
I 


3 

11 

ir 


1 1 


I  1 1 


•^  W  M  ^  M  O 

•I  e  10  M  »4  •« 


■a  M  O  00  o 


I  I 


iilJ 


■a 


tS 
a 


I   I 


f 


i     I    I 


UAi 


I  ill     ^ 


II 


nil    I 


"^1 


8  .r 

►  'IS 
So  •^ 


► 

I 

a 
^ 


I 


&«  O 


1   II 


f 

H 


▲ppkn  DIX  L 

II.  Appendix 
to  Dr.  Kirk- 
pablrick*8R«poit» 

Model  Farm, 


3         i 
S  «4 

•?  <^  »: 


1 

! 


¥ 
s 


Digitized  by 


Google 


518;  Appendix  tfi  Tw^nty-fitdt  M^fvrt  bf  Commissioners    [1854*. 

^tPPSNiHx  I*        27.  KriiE  Park  Model  AtfEicuLTURAL  School,  Co.  Tippemry. 
II  .Ap^n^x  January,  1855. 

pfttrick'flReport.  Agriculturallmiruttion. — Boarding  Class. — This  class  at  the  period  of 
TTp  4  ™y  taking  charge,  1st  March,  1854,  consistoil  of  two  boys,  one  a  pay- 
MM  ^rm^  *^j  ^^®  other  a  free  pupil.  Another  paying  pu])il  was  admitted  on 
the  Ist  JuQje,  and  left  on  the  29th  December,  with  the  intention  of 
emigrating  to  Australia.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  good  conduct,, 
application  to  study,  and  desire  for  improvement,  evinced  by  the  two 
young  men  at  present  in  this  class  are  most  satisfactory ;  and  I  trust 
that  by  the  time  they  have  ended  their  course  of  training  here,  they 
■will  be  found  worthy  candidates  for  admission  to  the  principal  estab- 
lishment at  Glasqevin,  The  I  instructions  they  receive  diflqr  nothing 
from  what  are  set  forth  in  the  prospectus  of  model  agricultural  schools, 
and  the  hours  for  attending  to  their  several  duties  are  the  same  as  set 
forth  in  the  time  table.  , 

The  Agric^dtural  Glass  numbers,  on  an  average,  twelve  of  the  more 
advanced  pupils  of  the  school,  w^io  receive  instructions  in  agriculture 
from  half-past  twelve  till  one  o'clock,  on  each  of  the  five  first  days  of 
the  week.  These  instructions  ate  chiefly  of  a  practical  nature,  such  as 
pointing  out  to  them  tho  principal  defects,  in  the  modes  of  £a.nning 
practised  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  how  they  may  be'remedied.  There 
is  no  subject  in  agriculture  which  they  require  to  have  tau;rht  to  thetti 
but  is  brought  under  their  natice  in  this  way,  and  with  the  best  effect. 

Industrial  Class. — It  was  with  reluctance  that  most  of  thife  pupils' 
composing  this  class  were  at  first  induced  to  join  it;  but  I  am  happy  to 
find  them  every  day  becoming  more  willing,-  and-  when  a  vacancy 
occurs  from  withdrawal,  irregular  attendance,  &c.,  it  is  immediately 
filled  up.  The  number  now  in  the  class  is  six;  most  of  them  are  very 
small,  and  not  able  to  do  much  work,  but  the  willingness  with  which 
they  apply  themselves  to  whatever  work  they  are  capable  of  perform- 
ing more  than  compensates  for  any  deficiency  of  physical  power.  They 
are,  with  only  one  exception,  selected  from  the  agricultural  class. 

Model  Far  in. — The  farm  is  divided  into  two  divisions,  of  nine  and. 
seven  acres  respeciively,  by  the  road  leading  to  Borrisokane ;  the  school- 
house  and  farm  offices  are  bn  the  smaller  division,' and  on  the  north 
Side  of  the  road;  the  giirden  is  also  in  this  division,  so  that  the  extent 
in  it  available  for  general  cultivation  is  only  about  six*  acr^s.  This 
division  is  fairly,  sheltered  on  three  sides;  but  the  other— the  northern 
— is  entirely  exposed,  being  bounded  in  that  direction  byjin  extensive 
bog.  The  other  division  is  all  available  for  cuHrvatwn,  and  well  shel- 
tered on  all  sides. 

I  have  mentioned  these  matters  with  a'view'of  being  better  undorr 
stood  in  describing  the  changes  1  have  made  on  the  courses  of  cropping 
previously  pursued  on  these  divisions. 

The  three-course  rotation  was  followed  on  the  larger  and  best  shel- 
tered division,  and  also  on  the  best  soil,  and  ^the  fcur-course  on  the 
worst  soil,  and  smaller  and  least  sheltered  division..  I  have  retain(^d 
these  rotations,  but  1  have  tiunsferred  the  "  three •  co urse  "  to  the  divi- 
sion  occupied  by  the  "four,"  and  vice  versa,  IMio  four-course  should 
evidently  bfe  followed  on  the.best  soil,  and  on  the  most  sheltered  divi- 
sion,  as  it  is  better  suited  to  the  growth  of  *' sfolen  crops*^  ihfin  the 
three-course.  The  subsequent  divisions  for  each-  rotation  are  more 
regular. 

I  have  nothing  particulVir  to  state  respecting  ilic  cultivation  of  the 
firm,  the  crops  and  mode  of  management  being  the  same  as  arc  usual. 
All  the  details  of  preparatory  and  after  culture  were  most  carefully 
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attended  to ;  jind  that  the  year's  labours  bave  been  attended  with  a  A^^?*"©**  I. 
fair  share  of  ^uccess  can  be  seen  from  the  balance  sheet.  jj  ^IZ^^jix 

Farm  Oficef, — These  buildings,  which  were  erected  loUg  antecedent  to  to  Dr.  feirk- 
tbe  establishment  being  taken  under  the  exclusive  oontrol  of  the  Com-  patrkl^'sReport. 
missioners^  are  badly  arranged, and  insufficient  for  the  requirements  of     KyiePurk 
the  farm  in  its  improved  state ;  and  I  clini1ot*cah;ulttte  much  ou  success   Mvdei  FatM, 
in  live  stock  until  there  are  some  alterations  for  the  better  made  in 
them.    I  represented  to  Mr.  Brogan  at  his  last  visit  such  improve- 
ments as  are  necessary,  and  *I  trust  his'  r^poH  On  the  matter  will 
receive  prompt  attention.     . 

Live  Stock — The  stock  on  the  farm  at  present  are  two  milch  cows, 
one  working  bullock,  one  pon^,  and  five  pigs.*  I  dO  not  think  it  advis- 
able to  adhere  strictly  to  the  house-feeding  of  the  cattle  until  there  are 
some  arrangements  made  by  which  it  can  be  done  with  advantage.  I 
therefore  allow  them  about  three  hours  daily  on  the  pasture,  and  by 
pursuing  this  course,  they  are  coutiuuing  in  good  health  and  condition. 

Dairy  Management — I  have  nothing  new  to  notice  in  this  depart- 
ment. Owing  to  the  length  I  was  without  having  any  cows,  on  the 
farm,  and  the  quantity  of  milk  given  to  calves,  the  receipts  from  the 
dairy  are  low. 

Manures. — Due  attention  is'  paid  to  the  collecting  and  preserving  of 
this  valuable  and  indispensable  article.  'The  manure  heap  is  made  up  of 
alternate  layers  of  peat -mould  and  dung  from  the  several  offices;  and, 
as  each  layer  is  completed,  it  is  saturated  with  liquid  manure  from  the 
tank.  The  ovXy  portable  manure  used  last  season  was  eight  cwt.  of  Chi- 
lian guano, applied  in  conjunotiou  with  farmi>ytsrd  manure;  only  about 
one-third  the  usual  quantity  of  the  latter,  and  three  cwt.  of  guano, 
per  acre,  to  turnips.  I  did  not  get  it  in  time  to  apply  it  to  any  other 
crops;  but  its  effect  on  the  turnips  was  most  satisflEUCtory.  It  was  pro- 
cared  from  Mr.  Farrell,  of  Capel-slreet;  and  if  the  farmers  of  this  local- 
ity would  endeavor  to  procure  such  articles  from  a  respectable  estab- 
lishment, tfaev  would  not  have  to  lament  their  year's. labour  and  crop, 
in  consequence  of  bad  s^^ds  and  bad  guano,  as  I  have  known  many  of 
tbem  to  do.  : 

PermaTient  /mp7t)wm^^«  consisted -in  getting  a  grove,  that  ran  along 
the  roadside,  cleared  away ;  thereby  affording  the  crops  the  benefit  of  the 
sun's  rays,  and  tl^e  public  a  view  of  the  model  farm.  Erecting  a  paling 
along  the  avenue,  tw^ty-thred  pferches  Icmg;  constructing  a  movable 
fence  of  wooden  rails,  to  enclose  the  grass  division  of  the  rotation  when 
required  for  pasturage.  The  clearing  away  of  th9  grove  'adds  three 
roods  to  the  extent  of  the  farm  j  and  UbOut* one-half  of  this  has  been 
Bubsoiled,  and  cleared  of  all  roots,  to  the  depth  of  eighteen  inches. 

In  conclusioUy  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  state  tiiat  I  have  experienced 
the  greatest  kindness  from  the  landl<)rd,'  Thoifias' George  Sloney,  Esq  ; 
were  it  not  for  whose  kind  permission  I  could  not  have  efiected  the 
improvement  of  clearing  away  the  grove.  I  am  also  indebted  to  him 
for  many  kind  suggestions,  the  carrying  out  of  which  have  tended  very 
much  to  improve  the  appearance  of  the  place. . 

P.  Ste^heits,  Agriculturist. 
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Appewpix  I.      28.  Cahkbsheekin  Model  Ageioultitbal  School,  County  Clare. 

So*P^f  January  1,1855. 

pfttriok'sReport.  Agricultural  Instmetion, — When  sending  my  last  report  there  were 
Cahenherkin  *^'*®®  boarders  here,  who  maintained  themselves  at  their  own  expense; 
Model  Farm,  one  of  them  went  home  since  to  assist  his  father,  who  farms  extensiyely, 
and  the  other  two  continue  here  still,  one  of  them  having  been  ap- 
pointed "  Paid  Monitor^  Now  that  arrangements  are  in  progress  for  the 
proper  accommodation  of  agricultural  boarders,  the  Manager  has 
appointed  two  who  will  enter  in  a  few  days. 

Agricultural  Glass. — This  class,  averaging  about  twenty,  and  includ- 
ing the  boys  of  the  third  and  fourth  classes,  are  lectured  for  half  an 
hour  diiily,  as  usual,  and  are  making  satisfactory  progress  in  their 
agricultural  and  literary  studies ;  they  have,  however,  lately  begun  to 
exhibit  symptoms  of  dissatisfaction  at  being  sent  to  work  on  the  farm. 
The  chief  cause  to  which  this  may  be  ascribed  is  the  scarcity  of  labour 
in  this  district,  and  the  consequent  desire  of  the  parents  to  have  the 
children  work  on  their  own  farms  in  the  mornings  and  evenings,  fan- 
cying that  the  hour's  work  on  the  school  farm  might  interfere  with 
their  studies,  and  that  to  attend  to  the  theory  in  the  school  is  quite 
sufficient.  Knowing  that  it  is  essentially  necessary  to  consult  to  a 
certain  e^ent  the  feelings  of  the  parents,  I  shall  in  future,  in  a  great 
measure,  comply  with  their  wishes,  and  only  take  out  the  children 
occasionally  to  see  the  operations  of  the  farm. 

Industrial  paid  Glass. — This  class  continues  to  give  general  satisfaic- 
tion,  and  constitutes  the  best  literary  class  in  the  school,  their  progress 
being  a  strong  contradiction  of  the  prejudicial  and  ignorant  opinions 
prevailing  against  combined  literary  B,ud  industrial  pursuits  in  this  place. 

Model  Farm. — As  may  be  seen  from  my  returns  of  "  Statistics  and 
Cropping,"  herewith  sent,  I  have  been  unsuccessful  in  the  cultivation 
of  green  crops  this  year.  I  got  two  varieties  of  Swede  turnips — ^the 
purple  top  and  the  green  top,  the  latter  of  which  never  vegetated,  ren- 
dering it  necessary  to  prepare  the  soil  over  again  for  white  globe;  the 
former  variety  produced  as  good  a  crop  as  might  be  expected  from  the 
soil,  which  is  of  the  worst  description  of  retentive  yellow  clay.     On  a 

r>rtion  of  bog  adjacent  to  the  model  farm,  and  to  be  attached  thereto, 
got  about  a  statute  acre  dug,  manured  with  seaweed  and  lime  at  the 
dressing,  and  sowed  with  potatoes,  and  the  produce,  though  very  poor 
(as  is  generally  the  case  with  the  first  crop  in  those  bogs),  coveiW  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  expenditure. 

Live  Stock  and  Dairy  MaiiagemenU — The  stock  fed  on  the  farm  for 
the  past  year  consisted  of  four  milch  cows,  three  calves,  from  May  until 
Novembei:  (then  sent  to  grass),  one  pony,  and  some  pigs,  varying  in 
number  from  one  to  ten  during  the  season.  The  cows  are  fed  in  the 
house  ciuring  the  year,  and  are  allowed  out  for  exercise,  &c.,  for  abont 
three  hours  daily.  The  milk  is  manufactured  into  butter,  which  is  sold 
in  firkins,  and  obtained  the  highest  market  price  during  the  season. 

Manure. — Every  attention  is  paid  to  this  important  branch  of  hus- 
bandry. Peat-mould  is  constantly  kept  iu  the  channel  behind  the  cows 
to  absorb  the  liquid  manure.  The  cheapest  and  most  effective  manure 
for  the  bog  landishere  is  lime;  I  have  seen  excellent  crops  of  turnips 
grown  from  it  on  moory  land,  without  the  aid  of  any  other  manure. 

Permanent  Improvements. — An  addition  to  the  dwelling-house  of  16 
feet  by  13^  feet  (two  stories  high)  for  the  accommodation  of  boarders, 
a  byre  for  eight  cows,  a  barn,  a  cart  and  implement-house,  a  fowl-house 
and  piggery,  were  built  during  the  season.  The  patron.  Sir  Lucius 
O'Brien,  Bart,  having,  with  his  usual  liberality,  advanced  £25  for  this 
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pnrpose,  the  remainder  being  supplied  by  myself  in  the  shape  of  lime,  Appendix  !• 
sand^  cajtage,  Ac.     In  my  last  report  I  mentioned  my  determination  of  „   .       ',. 
draining  a  division  of  the  "five-course**  field  each  year;  but  this  I  vtm  to  DrFlCirk- 
unable  to  accomplish  dnring  the  past  year,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  patrick'sRepoitt 
of  obtaining  labour  here,  and  of  being  obliged  to  send  the  men  I  had    raiu^^him 
engaged  for  agricultural  purposes  to  attend  masons,  <kc.,  at  the  buildings.   ModdFarnw 
The  amount  expended  on  draining,  fencing,  Ac,  was  only  £1  11«.  45. 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  see  the  spirit  of  agricultural  improvement 
which  is  now  beginning  to  operate  in  this  neighbourhood,  where  nothing 
but  prejudice  against  improvement  and  innovating  improvers  prevailed 
a  few  years  ago.  The  organization  of  a  "  local  agricultural  society/*  to 
meet  once  a  month,  and  discuss  agricultural  subjects  is  sufficient  proof 
of  this.  The  two  young  men,  lately  returned  from  training  at  Glas- 
nevin,  evince  the  greatest  desire  to  disseminate  agricultural  improve- 
ment among  their  friends;  and  one  of  them,  Mr.  Jordan,  has  obtained 
the  consent  of  his  father  to  manage  his  iarm  on  an  improved  system, 
which  cannot  but  lead  to  beneficial  results  in  the  locality;  the  other, 
Mr.  Molony,  has  been  engaged  to  cany  out  improvements  on  Sir  Lucius 
O'Brien's  property. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  continued  support  and  co- 
operation of  the  Manager,  Robert  O'Brien,  Esq.,  and  his  benevolent 
efforts  to  better  the  social  and  moral  condition  of  the  peasantry  of  this 
district. 

Patkiox  Shesidak,  Agricultural  Teacher. 
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Appbnpix  I.  29.  LiMEEicK  Model  Fabm. 

11.  Apoendir  January,  1855. 

^£'k' i^  Agricultural  Instruction* — No  instruction  has  as  yet  been  imparted 

^*^^        ^     beyond  the  practical  operations  and  management  of  the  farm,  as  there 
Limerick      are  no  agricaltnral  pupils  till  the  buildings  and  schools,  which  are  now 
Modd  Farm,  j^  progress,  shall  be  completed. 

Model  Farm. — The  farm,  which  consists  of  seventy-two  statute  acres, 
is  situated  on  the  road  from  Limerick  to  Foynes,  two  and  a-half  English 
miles  south-west  from  the  dity,  and  has  an  elevation  of  about  eighty  feet 
over  high-water  mark  on  the  Shannon.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
the  old  road  from  Limerick  to  Askeaton,  and  on  the  east  by  the  ruins  of 
Mungret  Abbey,  part  of  which  are  on  the  farm.  It  was  purchased  in  the 
Incumbered  Estates  Court  in  1851,  and  was  formerly  held  by  six  tenants; 
one  holding  being  fifty-two  acres,  and  the  other  five  averaging  four 
acres  each.  For  the  sake  of  reference  I  shall  call  the  large  f&TUi  A,  and 
the  small  ones,  in  the  aggregate,  B.  The  former  was  all  in  grass  when 
I  came  here,  and  it  being  then  too  late  to  prepare  lea  for  oats  it  was 
allowed  to  remain  so,  and  was  pastured  with  sheep  and  young  stock 
purchased  by  the  Commissioners.  The  latter,  which,  with  the  exception 
of  two  and  a-half  acres,  was  all  very  poor  exhausted  stubbles,  was 
allocated  for  cultivation ;  and  with  much  difficulty  (owing  to  a  long 
continuance  of  dry  spring  weather  succeeding  a  very  wet  winter,  and 
to  the  trespass  of  cattle  which  consolidated  the  ground,)  and  propor- 
tionately large  expenditure,  I  prepared  12a.  1&.  20p.  for  the  following 
crops,  which  were  got  in  in  good  time,  and  in  the  following  order : — 

A.  R.  p. 


Oats,     . 

S 

2  20  finished  on 

the  20th  of  April 

Potatoes, 

0 

1  10 

9* 

>»           >* 

Flax.     . 

1 

0    0 

6th  of  May. 

Barley,  . 

0 

a  0 

it 

12th      „ 

Mangels, 

1 

0     0. 

»» 

14th       „ 

Swedes, 

8 

2     0 

», 

21st  of  June. 

Globe  varieties,     . 

1 

1   10 

»» 

Istof  July. 

Vetches, 

0 

2    0 

sown  at  intervals. 

The  season  being  favourable  to  late  sowing,  all  the  foregoing  did  weD, 
except  the  potatoes,  which  were  far  too  late,  and  nearly  cut  off  by  the 
disease  in  the  end  of  July.  The  Swedes  were  sown  at  intervaLs  of  a 
week,  (as  the  ground  could  be  got  ready)  from  the  19th  of  May  to  the 
21st  of  June.  The  late  sowing  was  the  best ;  and  all  those  sown  before 
the  first  of  June  were  inferior  to  those  sown  from  that  to  the  21st.  I 
should  add  that  the  rains  in  the  end  of  May  and  beginning  of  June  facili- 
tated the  preparation  of  the  ground,  and  enabled  me  to  get  it  to  a  proper 
tilth :  to  this  I  attribute  the  difierence  in  favour  of  the  late  sowings.  This 
portion  (B)  being  well  situated  for  two  divisions  of  the  Four-course  Rota- 
tion, I  cropped  the  stubble  fields  in  such  a  way  that  all  the  green  crop 
ground  be  together  in  one  of  the  new  divisions,  and  sown  with  graia 
and  grass  seeds  this  year. 

Fermanent  Improvements. — There  is  no  drainage  required  on  this 
portion  of  the  farm;  but  on  the  farm  marked  A,  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  other  improvements  to  be  effected  in  removing  old  unsightly  fences, 
approaches,  houses,  kc.  There  are  also  a  great  many  "  boulders"  to  be 
removed,  together  with  the  uppermost  layers  of  the  rock  (mountain 
limestone)  which  protrudes  to  the  surface  m  many  places.  The  fences 
are  all  of  stone,  which  will  have  to  be  carted  a  long  distance,  a 
circumstance  that  will  add  very  materially  to  the  expense.  I  am 
engaged  in  the  work  at  present,  and  expect  to  have  it  all  finished 
about  the  first  of  April.  The  quantity  of  ground  reclaimed  and  brought 
under  cultivation,  with  the  expenses  incurred,  <S^c.,  will  folly  appear  ia 
my  next  Report. 
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The  permanent  improyements  required  on  the  portion  A^  containing  Appendix  I. 
fifty-two  acres,  are  simikir  to  those  already  detailed,  with  the  addition  of  jj  xi^dix 
drainage.     The  undrained  part  of  A,  besides  its  being  in  the  centre  of  toDrf  Kirk* 
the  farm,  and  in  front  of  the  buildings,  has  a  concave  sur&ce,  the  centre  patrick'aReport 
being  eight  feet  lower  than  the  outlet,  and  thirty-six  lower  than  the  site 
of  the  building  ground.     A  large  open  dike,  which  was  intended  as  a 
main  drain  and  outlet,  runs  through  it,  and  will  answer  the  purpose 
well ;  but  it  will  require  to  be  deepened  three  and  a-half  feet  from  the 
point  X,  or  first  paiuUel  drain,  to  a  distance  of  forty  perches  beyond 
the  boundary.     Some  parts  of  it  are  already  from  five  to  eight  feet 
deep,  and  have  been  excavated  out  of  the  rock,  so  that  the  additional 
deepening  will  be  expensive ;  however,  if  this  was  well  executed,  the 
drainage  of  the  whole  (about  ten  acres)  would  be  most  easily  and 
cheaply  efiected. 

Live  Stock, — The  stock  was  purchased  in  the  early  part  of  the  season^ 
and  consisted  of  forty-one  yearling  heifers,  twenty-nine  hoggets,  two 
draught  bullocks,  and  one  horse.  The  yearlings  and  hoggets  were  se- 
lected at  the  Munster  fair,  and  were  the  best  offered  for  sale.  Five 
ewes  and  a  ram  of  the  improved  long-woolled  Leicester  breed,  were 
purchased  from  Mr.  Bait,  and  added  to  the  flock  in  September.  In 
November,  twelve  of  the  heifers  were  selected  for  being  retained  as 
dairy  stock.  The  twenty-nine  sold  left  the  sum  of  £1  12«.  6d.  per 
statute  acre  for  their  half-year's  grass.  This  was  fiir  too  little,  and 
may  be  thus  accounted  for.  When  the  land  was  purchased  in  1851^ 
about  twenty  acres  around  the  Abbey,  the  prime  of  the  whole  farm, 
were  in  a  neglected  and  worn  out  stubbles,  in  which  they  have  remained 
up  to  the  present ;  so  that  instead  of  grass  it  produced  but  a  variety  of 
noxious  weeds  which,  while  they  indicate  its  present  foul  state^  show 
the  natural  fertility  of  the  soil. 

The  undrained  portion  (about  ten  acres)  gave  a  miserable  yield;  and 
thus  more  than  one-half  of  the  grass  land  was  of  the  most  worthless 
description^  and  will  continue  so  until  properly  improved. 

Manures, — Not  having  any  fiarm-yard  available,  the  following  por^ 
able  and  artificial  manures  were  applied  for  the  green  crops,  viz. : — 
Peruvian  guano,  Irish  peat  guano,  vitriolized  bones,  and  superphosphate 
of  lime  ]  with  these  iJie  following  experiments  were  maide  and  most 
carefully  attended  to  : — 

No.  1.  This  experiment  was  for  the  purpose  of  comparing  the  value 
of  three  artificial  manures  with  Peruvian  guano.  The  following  are 
the  particulars : — 
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The  vitriolized  bones  and  superphosphate  of  lime  have  had  been  tested 
with  genuine  Permvian  guano,  and  therefore  the  results  may  be  taken  aa 
very  satisfitctory.  From  Dr.  Apjohn's  analysis  there  is  no  doubt  but 
they  may  be  used  to  a  greater  extent  for  the  growth  of  turnips,  and 
witn  more  certainty  than  the  average  of  those  samples  sold  under  the 
name  of ''  ^nuine  Peruvian  guano."    The  second  experiment  wm  made 
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AFFcaiDix  I.   later  in  the  season  on  potato  ground,  with  the  view  of  giving  the  ma- 
ll. Appendix     n^res  a  farther  trial     The  vitriolized  boues  and  superphosphate  were 
to  Dr.  Kirk-      part  of  the  same  samples  used  in  the  first  experiment,  but  the  gnanoe 
patoick^sReport.  ^ere  not.     The  Peruvian .  was  purchased  later  in  the  seajson,  at  an 
LimeruA      advanced  rate,  so  that  while  I  reduced  the  quantity  one  cwt.  per  anre,  in 
Model  Farm,   consequence  of  it  being  potato  ground,  the  cost  was  still  the  same -a 
circumstance  greatly  in  favour  of  the  other  manures  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  following  table : — 
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*  The  aum  of  16«.  per  owt.  includes  the  carrnge  frcm  Dvblia. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  four  cwt.  of  the  Peruvian 
gave  the  same  return  that  five  cwt.  did  in  the  stubbles;  while  the  same 
quantity  of  vitriolized  bones  and  superphosphate  increased  the  produce 
in  proportion  to  the  diiFerence  in  the  ground.  There  is  a  great 
difference  between  the  results  of  the  Irsh  peat  guano  in  both  cases.  In 
the  first,  it  turned  out  worse  tha.n  useless;  for  when  compared  with  the 
Peruvian  it  left  a  loss  of  £10  12s.  4^^.  per  statute  acre ;  while  in  the 
second,  the  loss  was  only  £3  7*.  7|rf.  I  should  add,  that  though  the 
quantity  used  in  both  cases  was  the  same,  the  samples  were  different, 
and  when  the  one  that  gave  the  larger  return  was  preparing  for  use, 
the  escape  of  free  ammonia  was  so  very  great  that  it  was  almost  impossi- 
ble to  stand  over  it. 

No.  3.  This  had  reference  to  the  distance  between  the  plants :  and 
though  there  is  very  little  difference  in  favour  of  nine  inches  apart, 
yet,  while  bulbing,  and  even  up  to  the  day  of  weighing  them,  there  was 
apparently  a  difference  of  about  one-third. 
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No.  4.  This  experiment  was  made  in  potato  ground,  and  had  for  ita 
object  to  try  the  effect  of  an  additional  quantity  of  Peruvian  guano,  per 
statute  acre,  at  an  increased  cost  of  £1. 
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The  foregoing  experiments  were  all  on  a  large  scale ;  tLere  were  no   Apfbjidix  I. 
blanks  either  from  disease  or  any  other  cause ;  and  the  turnips  were  n^  Appendix 
cleaned  and  made  fit  for  the  market — circumstances  that  add  greatly  to  toDr.  Kirk- 
their  value.  patrick'aBepoft. 

Nitrate  of  soda  was  used  as  a  top-dressing  for  oats,  at  the  rate  of  one  jjmerick 
cwt.  per  statute  acre,  .which  cost  twenty-four  shillings.  Instead  of  ap-  MotM  Farm, 
plying  it  all  in  one  field,  I  used  some  in  each,  and  only  to  every  second 
ridge  throughout  the  whole.  In  this  way  the  effect  was  very  striking. 
The  oats  thus  dressed  were  grown  in  stubbles^  adjoining  some  grown 
in  potato  ground,  and  at  the  time  of  dressing  (the  middle  of  July) 
appeared  very  poor  and  badly  coloured. 

The  weather  being  moist  and  continuing  so,  the  effect  was  perceptible 
in  a  few  days;  but  in  three  weeks  there  could  be  no  difference  seen 
between  those  top  dressed  oats  and  that  in  the  potato  ground,  and 
eventually  both  gave  an  equal  return. 

The  flax,  when  in  flower,  was  pronounced  excellent  by  Mr.  Orr,  the 
**  Royal  Flax  Improvement  Society's"  instructor.  It  was  saved  on  the 
"  Courtrai  system ;"  and  when  I  offered  the  dried  well-saved  straw  for 
sale  at  Messrs.  RussePs  &ctory,  I  could  only  get  at  the  rate  of  £3  per 
ton,  their  highest  price.  Mr.  Orr,  who  buys  for  the  factory,  says  flax 
IS  not  bringing  as  high  a  price  at  present  as  it  did  during  the  last  few 
years,  which  is  owing  to  the  state  of  the  linen  trade.  It  is  certain, 
from  the  advanced  prices  of  all  kinds  of  farm  produce,  and  the  difficulty 
of  getting  a  good  market  for  flax,  that  it  cannot  be  grown  with  profit 
in  many  districts,  beyond  the  domettic  wants  of  the  producers.  I  am 
aware  of  the  great  value  of  the  seed  which  seems  to  be  its  principal 
recommendation. 

Balance  Sheet. — The  sum  £79  8s.  11^.  was  paid  for  labour,  and 
entered  under  that  head.  This  includes  two  items — £58  I8s.  3^d,  for 
the  ordinary  cultivation  of  the  farm,  and  £20  10«.  8d,  for  permanent 
improvements. 

JoHM  Esnnt;  Agricolturist 
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AppbWMX  I.  Jfo^  3^   RSPOBTS  ON  ORDINARY  AGRICULTURAL  SCHOOLS. 

to*Drf!cirt^         1.   BaLLTOABBT  OrDXKARY  AGRICULTURAL  NATIONAL  SCHOOL,  CoRnty 
fiktrick'BRaport  Antrim. 

ite..        ,     .  January  8.  ]855. 

Agricultural  Instruction. — There  have  been  no  agricultural  boarders 
yet  admitted,  from  the  circumstance  that  some  additional  apartments 
required  for  their  accommodation  have  not  been  completed. 

The  Agricultural  C7a58  comprises  the  seuior  division  of  "  sequel,"  with 
the  "  third,"  "fourth,"  and  "fifth classes."  As  in  other  localities, the  former 
fluctuates,  according  to  the  average  attendance  of  the  school.  During  the 
year  tiie  daily  avera^^e  of  the  school  has  been  fifty-four,  while  the  claily 
average  of  the  agricultural  department  has  been  so  high  as  twenty-eight, 
showing  that  the  desire  for  obtaining  agricultural  instruction  is  evidently 
on  the  increase.  It  is  a  fact  that  all  the  boys  who  have  obtained  situa- 
tions during  the  year  out  of  this  school  were  decidedly  the  most  profi- 
cient in  agricultural  science.  This  corroborates  testimonies,  given  both 
here  and  elsewhere,  respecting  the  propriety  of  making  all  our  pupils 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  agricultural  knowledge.  About  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  daily  is  devoted  to  the  agricultural  instruction  of 
this  class  in  the  school ;  while  the  time  usually  allowed  for  recreation 
and  amusement  is  generally  appropriated  to  atlbrding  them  practical 
instruction  on  the  farm,  in  the  work  of  which  they  cheerfully  assist. 

The  Industrial  Class  still  continues  efficient.  Its  members  are 
regular  in  their  attendance  to  their  school  and  farm  duties,  and  seem- 
ingly vie  with  each  other  in  performing  their  work  with  taste,  neatness, 
and  skill.  I  may  here  mention  that  the  new  line  of  road  now  in 
course  of  progress  from  Carrickfergus  to  Lame  has  increased  the  demand 
for  labourers  in  this  locality,  which,  coupled  with  the  present  high 
prices  of  provisions,  has  caused  many  young  lads  to  seek  employment, 
when  thev  would  otherwise  be  at  school ;  and  the  wages  available  are 
80  high,  tnat  most  boys,  who  could  only  drive  a  horse  from  the  quarry 
to  the  road,  met  with  ready  employment  at  from  3s.  to  Ss.  per  week ; 
and  a  large  number  of  our  lads  were  engaged  in  this  most  useful 
work;  still,  the  places  have  been  supplied  by  others,  who,  although  not 
ju8t  so  strong,  are  fast  acquiring  dexterity  in  manual  labour. 

Cultivation  of  the  Farm, — I  rejoice  to  inform  you  that  all  our  crops 
were  abundant.  The  wheat  and  oat  crops  were  very  superior^  both  in 
quantity  and  quality.  Early  in  spring  I  sowed  three  quarters  of  a  cwt. 
of  wheat,  the  produce  of  which  was  one  ton  sixteen  cwt.  to  the  Irish  acre. 
The  grass  crop  was  cut  four  times  during  the  season.  The  quantity  of 
land  under  this  crop  was  only  about  an  Irish  acre  and  ten  perches^  and  on 
this  space  we  kept  two  milk  cows,  a  donkey,  and  a  calf,  besides  giving  a 
quantity  of  the  clover  to  the  pigs  daily,  upon  which  they  throve  remark- 
ably. The  potatoes  were  a  better  crop  than  generally  grew  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, arising  chiefly  from  early  planting.  The  crop  was  got  down  in 
February  and  March,  and,  consequently,  they  were  at  maturity  ere  the 
blight  came  on.  I  may  here  remark  that  there  is  a  general  outcry 
against  extensively  planting  potatoes  in  this  neighbourhood;  in  future 
I  trust  that  fanners  will  not  soon  forget  their  resolution,  of  not  depending 
much  on  such  an  uncertain  crop.  The  parsnips  were  very  productive. 
I  would  most  strongly  advise  their  more  extensive  cultivation^  having 
now  grown  them  successfuUyfor  years,  lean  most  confidently  recommend 
them.  The  greatest  obstacle  I  find  to  their  thorough  success,  is  the  diffi- 
culty of  obtaining  pure  seed;  this  can  but  rarelybe  obtained,  except  by  the 
grower  trying  to  saye  Jiis  own  seed,  as,  unlike  most  other  plantS;  the 
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seed  will  not  vegetate  if  more  than  a  year  old.    The  carrots  were   ArnwDwI. 
almost  wholly  destroyed  by  the  slug  and  wire-worm,  and  a  second  sow-  jj  Apwmdix 
ing  suffered  from  the  same  cause;  but  we  have  excellent  mangel,  that  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
wste  transplanted  in  their  place.     Turnips  and  mangel  both  proved  p*trick'»Beport. 
remunerating  crops.  ^  BfahZtry 

Live  Stock  and  Dairy  Management, — The  live  stock  are  all  house-fed,  ModdFarm. 
summer  and  winter,  and,  from  past  experience,  I  see  no  reason  to  relin- 
quish this  method;  the  cows  are  all  in  as  healthy  a  state  as  if  they  were 
pastured  outside.  I  can  keep  more  than  twice  the  stock,  according  to 
this  system,  than  those  who  follow  the  grazing  plan,  while  the  quantity 
of  manure  collected  for  maintaining  the  fertility  of  the  farm  is  qua- 
drupled ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  affirming  that  if  the  cows 
are  skilfully  attended,  carefully  cleaned,  and  kept  contented,  they 
wiU  give  more  milk  and  butter  during  the  whole  year  than  under 
the  old  system.  The  i»ross  receipts  arising  from  the  dairy  department 
has  been  £30  10s.  during  the  year.  Much  care  has  been  bestowed  on 
the  feeding  and  management  of  pigs;  in  February,  1854, 1  purchased 
a  fine  Berkshire  sow  for  £5;  she  farrowed  in  about  three  weeks  after- 
wards, and  brought  forth  nine  pigs;  the  amount  realized  for  seven  of 
those  paid  for  the  purchase  of  the  dam.  The  total  amount  received 
for  young  pigs  and  pork  during  the  year  was  £20  1 7$,  Sd. ;  of  course, 
the  attendance  and  feeding  required  considerable  care  and  expense, 
but  for  these  I  was  amply  remunerated. 

Manures, — The  greatest  economy  is  used  in  the  collecting  of  this 
useful  article.  All  the  farm-yard  refuse,  and  slops  from  the  scullery, 
are  conveyed  to  the  tanks,  which  are  kept  filled  with  weeds,  earth,  or 
peat  bog-mould,  which,  as  soon  as  completely  saturated,  are  added  to 
the  manure  heap.  Occasionally,  it  is  watered  from  the  tanks,  which 
tends  to  enrich  its  quality,  as  well  as  increase  its  quantity.  We  CArt 
out  the  manure,  about  three  times  during  the  year,  to  the  field  designed 
for  **  green  fallow  crops ;"  and  then,  as  soon  as  the  heap  is  made  up,  we 
immediately  water  it.  This  process  I  consider  of  great  importance, 
as  the  manure  would  otherwise  lose  by  evaporation.  The  manure  is 
dug  into  the  ground  designed  for  carrots  and  parsnips,  during  the 
months  of  December  and  January ;  by  this  process  it  becomes  evenly 
incorporated  with  the  soil,  and  acts  in  destroying  noxious  substances, 
so  detrimental  to  those  seeds  that  require  early  sowing,  and  which  lie 
so  long  in  a  dormant  state  ere  vegetation  appears  perceptible.  For  the 
same  reason,  land  intended  for  leeks,  onions,  &c.,  requires  to  be  treated 
in  a  similar  manner,  and  a  little  additional  manure  should  be  given  at 
the  time  of  sowing,  in  order  to  stimulate  the  process  of  speedy  vegeta- 
tion. No  portable  manures  were  bought  during  the  year,  except  about 
three-quarters  of  a  cwt.  of  guano,  which  was  applied  in  order  to  ensure 
a  speedy  braird  of  the  turnips,  a  great  part  of  which  were  sown  in 
July,  after  a  stolen  crop  of  winter  vetches.  The  latter  produced  at 
the  rate  of  thirty-five  tons  fifteen  cwt.  to  the  Irish  acre.  They  got  a 
top-dressing  from  the  tank  in  February,  which  proved  very  effective. 

Permanent  Improvements. — Since  my  last  report  the  fsurm  house  and 
yard  have  undergone  considerable  improvements,  in  order  to  give 
increased  accommodation  for  boarders,  a  few  of  whom  can  now  be 
accommodated  with  study  and  sleeping  apartments,  and  I  hope  the 
places  so  available  will  be  speedily  tilled  up. 

Agricultural  improvement  is  gradually  gaining  ground  in  this  locality. 
The  £ibrmers  of  Broadisland,  Carrickfergus,  and  Gammoney^  evince  both 
taste  and  skill  in  the  management  of  their  farms.  StiU,  one  thing,--» 
one  of  the  most  important  items  of  improved  farming,  viz., ''  house- 
feeding/' — is  sadly  neglected;  while,  forther  inland,  we  find  but  little 
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Appbndiz  L   attention  paid  to  carrying  out  a  proper  rotation  of  cropping.     The 

II.  AOTendix     ^ar'WQrs  occupying  from  five  to  ten  acres  are  seemingly  the  most  disposed 

to  Dr.  Kirk-      to  follow  our  example.     Winter  vetches  and  rape  are  more  extensively 

patrick'iReport.  sown  among  these  small  farmers. 

Balluearry         Concluding  remarks, — Towards  the  latter  end  of  1853,  T  forwarded 

Model  Farm,   to  Br.  Hodges  a  sample  of  soil  and  subsoil,  from  a  section  of  the  farm 

upon  which  six  or  seven  grain  crops  had  been  taken,  without  much 

decrease  in  produce;  prior  to  the  time,  I  found  it  convenient  to  manure 

it  in  my  rotation  for  green  crops;  but,  as  the  result  did  not  reach  me 

until  after  my  Report  for  1853  was  sent  to  the  office,  and  as  it  is  of  a 

most  interesting  nature,  I  take  the  opportunity  of  forwarding  the 

analyses  in  this  Report. 

Laboratory  of  the  Chemioo- Agricultural  Society, 
Januaij  17,  1854. 

Dear  Sib, — I  enclose  a  statement  of  the  composition  of  the  samples  of  soil 
and  subsoil  you  have  forwaxded  from  BaUycarry  Model  Farm.  The  analyses 
clearly  show  the  cause  of  the  long  continued  fertility  of  the  field.  Both  the 
soli  and  subsoil  are  even  yet  richly  furnished  with  all  the  materials  required  to 
nourish  plants. 


l8t.  By  washing: — 
Clay  and  organic  matters. 
Course  sand, 


9nd.  By  analysis: — 
Organic  matters,  • 
Oxide  of  iron, 
Alumina,    . 
Carbonate  of  Hme, 
Phosphate  of  lime. 
Sulphate  of  lime,   . 
Carbonate  of  magnesia, 
Chloride  of  sodium. 
Chloride  of  potassium, 
Insoluble  siliceous  matters, 


Water  in  samples  when  received 


Mr.  M*Kee,  BaUycarry  Model  Farm. 


Aotire  aoiL 

68-50 
31-50 


100-00 


SubwiL 

38-70 
.    61-30 

10000 


14-60 

8-89 

13*94 

17-01 

9-38 

6-21 

2-45 

0-36 

0-08 

0-06 

0-30 

0-13 

0-24 

0-09 

0-25 

018 

0-12 

006 

68-86 

67-78 

100-23 

99-76 

26-60 

29*32 

J.  F.  Hodges,  Chemist. 


The  school  has  enjoyed  a  fair  amount  of  prosperity  during  the  year, 
arising  from  the  course  of  instruction  given  being  at  once  both  exten- 
sive and  systematic.  That  I  am  verified  in  the  remarks  now  made 
will  be  apparent  from  the  success  attending  my  labours;  no  fewer  than 
six  boys,  four  of  whom  wrought  on  the  form,  have  obtained  very 
respectable  appointments  out  of  this  school  within  the  last  six  months, 
while  three  more  are  now  prosecuting  the  study  of  Latin  and  Greek 
under  me,  with  a  view  to  graduate  in  some  of  the  Queen's  Colleges. 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  extracts  from  the  Report  Book,  show- 
ing the  favourable  opinion  entertained  by  visitors,  as  to  the  efficiency 
with  which  both  departments  are  conducted  : — 

April  3rd,  1864 — ^Visited,  and  am  satisfied,  from  a  brief  examination  in  geo- 
metry, the  pupils  are  making  progress ;  and  the  good  order  of  the  school  was 
manifest. 

The  boys  were  examined  in  grammar.  In  this  department  they  gave  evidence 
of  a  hopeful  advancement. 

G.  Barubt, 
18,  Canterbury-place,  Lambeth.   . 
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Apdl  11. —Visited  this  school  to  day,  and  found  all  thing^s  in  their  accnt-   AFPBimix  I. 

toxned  regularity.    Examined  some  boys  in  geometry  and  algebra,  and  am  glad  . 

to  see  an  adrance  in  these  branches.    One  boy  reading  Latin;  appears  to  be  ^^-^PHJ?^** 
well  grounded,  so  fer,  in  the  principles  of  Latin.  ***faidc'sRe    rl 

Thomas  O'Gorman,  Presbyterian  Minister.  

Model  Farm, 
July  3 1. —Visited  the  school  to  day,  and  am  much  gratified  at  the  answering 
in  agriculture,  as  well  as  with  the  general  order  and  regularity  of  the  school. 

G.  T.  Patmx,  Bector. 

Many  more  testimoniala  might  be  forwarded,  but  I  consider  the 
abore  foUj  corroboiato  the  statements  I  haye  made  in  this  Report 

Matthew  M'Kbb,  Agricultural  Teacher. 


[SUMMAEY,  Ac. 
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Appestoix  I.  2v  Taitiokbt  OaDiKABT  AoMOULTimAL  Natiohal  School,  Co,  Armagh 
II.  ApMndix  December,  1854. 

to  Dr.  Kirk- 

patrick'sReport.      Agricultural  Instruction. — ^We  haye  no  boarders.    The  "  agricnltural 

TlTkeu      ^^^^r  consisting  of  the  foortb,  third,  and  sequel  classes,  numbers  twen- 

ModdFarm,   ty-eight,  which  is  an  increase  of  seven  over  last  year.     They  seem  to 

take  an  interest  in  the  study  of  the  agricultural  books;  and  receive 

.    agricultural  instruction  from  half-past  two  till  three  o'clock,  on  five 

days  in  the  week.     They  receive  practical  instruction  on  the  farm.     I 

have  no  paid  industrial  class. 

Model  Farm. — As  stated  in  my  last  report,  the  farm  was  in  a  very 
bad  state  of  cultivation  when  it  came  under  my  care.  I  have  since 
drained  about  the  one-half  of  it,  and  purpose  to  complete  the  remainder 
of  it  next  year.  I  have  /^ot  the  four-course  rotation  nearly  established, 
and  I  intend  to  adhere  to  it,  as  I  consider  it  the  best  adapted  for  small 
farms  and  house-feeding,  as  well  as  for  keeping  up  the  fertility  of  the 
soil.  The  profits  seem  small,  but  this  is  owing  to  the  exhausted 
state  of  the  farm,  which  requires  much  labour  and  manure  to  render  it 
fairly  productive.  I  had  all  the  space  intended  for  green  crops  turned 
up  deeply,  early  in  autumn,  last  year.  My  green  crops  exceeded  any  in 
this  locality ;  as  a  proof  of  which,  I  got  the  highest  premium  in  this 
class  at  the  exhibition  of  the  "Drumbanagher  and  Acton  Farming 
Society." 

Live  Stock. — I  kept  four  head  of  black  cattle,  which  I  fed  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  time  in  thie  house;  by  which  system  I  find  that  my  cows 
produced  more  milk  and  butter  than  if  depastured,  and  are  in  much 
superior  condition,  as  I  received  a  premium  for  them,  and  also  for 
butter. 

Manures, — ^The  manure  heap  is  made  up  of  farm-yard  manure,  weeds, 
night-soil,  and  mould,  or  earth,  in  alternate  layers,  and  dressed  up,  and 
saturated  with  liquid  every  week.  Owing  to  the  small  produce  from 
the  farm  last  year,  I  had  to  purchase  a  quantity  of  guano,  which  I 
applied  to  my  green  crop,  and  which  repaid  me  well.  1  put  about 
two-thirds  farm-yard  manure,  and  one  cwt.  of  guano  per  acre. 

Permanent  Improvements. — These  consisted  in  draining  and  buildings ; 
the  buildings  were  erected  by  Colonel  Close,  and  consist  of  a  very  fine 
byre,  on  the  improved  plan ;  it  is  sixteen  feet  square,  and  will  accom- 
modate four  cows,  besides  having  a  loft  above  for  hay,  straw,  or  seeds, 
4&C.;  a  bam,  piggery,  and  yards,  stable,  boiling  and  poultry  houses,  and 
some  other  minor  improvements. 
.  .  Prog^*ess  of  Agricultural  improvement. — Agriculture  is  in  a  progressive 
state  in  this  locality.  Colonel  Close's  property  is  a  model  to  the  greater 
part  of  this  province,  as  every  one  that  has  gone  over  it  can  testify. 
Colonel  Close  wishes  to  be  among  the  foremost  in  promoting  every  good 
work  that  tends  to  the  comfort  and  prosperity  of  his  tenantry.  He 
has  been  at  great  expense  to  afford  their  sons  an  opportunity  of 
becoming  acquainted  with  the  improved  system  of  husbandry,  &c^ 
from  their  youth,  by  combining  agricultural  with  literary  education  in 
this  school. 

W.  M'CuLLA,  Agricultural  Teacher. 
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3.  LouoH  Bamor  Obdinart  Aoricoltural  National  School,  Appendix  I. 

County  Cavan.  II.  Ap"^dix 

January  8,  1855.      to  Dr.  Kirk- 

AgricuHural  Class, — Thia  class  bas  made  a  good  proficiency  according  P»*"«*«*«P>'^ 
to  their  attendance  at  the  school;  but  still  there  is  a  great  drawback   lA>ughRanu>r 
occasioned  by  their  irregular  attendance.     During  the  winter  quarter,  Model  Farm, 
the  senior  buys  of  the  country  attend  the  school  at  every  opportunity, 
and  show  the  greatest  zeal  for  improvement     At  present  there  are 
many  of  them  coming  a  distance  of  three  miles,  which  must  be  an  evi- 
dent proof  that  they  are  sensible  of  the  importance  of  agricultural 
instruction,  and  desirous  of  acquiring  a  useful  education.     I  trust  I 
shall  soon  be  able  to  show  them  that,  notwithstanding  all  the  incon- 
veniences that  may  attend  a  farm  situated  like  mine,  in  an  almost 
inaccessible  position,  and  exposed,  by  aspect  and  elevation,  to  all  the 
casiuilties  of  climate,  A:c.,  whicli  bo  often  mar  the  labours  of  the  hus- 
bandman, that  steady  perseverance,  united  to  judicious  management, 
will  amply  repay  the  industrious  farmer. 

Model  Farm. — From  the  exhausted  state  of  the  farm  when  I  got 
possession  of  it,  and  the  difficulty  of  bringing  any  manure  to  it,  unless 
what  might  be  produced  on  it,  I  had  much  difficulty  at  first,  thou^^h 
the  produce  was  in  every  case  increased,  yet  the  supply  of  manure  still 
continued  insufficient.  In  order  to  remedy  this,  I  sowed  a  few  "  con- 
acres" of  oats  last  year,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  straw  for  manure; 
the  rent  of  which  1  have  added  to  the  rent  of  the  farm,  in  order  to  show 
the  actual  profit  or  loss  in  the  balance  sheet,  but  in  the  returns  for  the 
portion  of  land  cultivated  as  a  "Model  Farm,"  I  have  given  only  the  pro- 
portionate amount  for  that  extent.  On  account  of  the  high  price  of 
com,  together  with  the  benefit  of  manure  from  the  straw,  these  con- 
acres will  afford  a  good  return  of  profit. 

Live  Stock. — The  cattle  are  of  the  common  breed,  as  my  means  would 
not  yet  allow  me  to  purchase  better;  this  left  my  profit  less  in  this 
department;  but,  though  knowing  well  my  own  loss,  I  was  not  able  to 
remedy  the  defect. 

Manures, — I  had  the  farm-yard  manure  collected  with  great  care ; 
but,  as  it  was  insufficient,  I  was  obliged  to  purchase  guano,  which  I 
used  at  the  rate  of  five  cwt.  to  the  acre,  for  the  turnips.  I  used  farm- 
yard manure  on  part  of  the  same  ground,  at  the  rate  of  thirty  tons  per 
acre,  with  better  success. 

Fermanent  Improvements. — Those  executed  during  the  past  year 
consisted  of  clearing  off  stones,  deepening  the  soil,  erecting  suitable 
offices,  and  preparing  proper  receptacles  for  the  manure.  These  I  needed 
very  much;  but  it  is  only  by  slow  degrees  that  a  person  without  suf- 
ficient capital  can  obtain  all  the  facilities  necessary  for  conducting  the 
operations  of  farming  with  due  success.  If  I  had  a  few  more  offices 
built,  I  would  be  able  to  go  on  more  successfully,  and  these  I  intend 
beginning  to  erect  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible. 

Progress  of  Agricultural  Improvement  in  this  locality. — The  old  system 
of  cnlture  is  entirely  altered  in  this  district.  The  farmers  Have  abandoned 
the  injudicious  mode  of  cropping  they  formerly  pursued,  and  now  follow 
a  pretty  regular  rotation.  Though  not  entirely  correct,  yet  it  is  a 
remarkable  improvement  on  the  former  plan.  They  cnltivate  green 
crops  successfully,  and  many  of  them  have  purchased  guano  this  year 
for  their  turnips.  I  am  sure  that,  in  a  very  little  time,  the  advantages 
arising  from  an  improyed  system  will  be  abundantly  manifest  in  the 
eountry. 

Patrick  O'Beillt,  Agricoltural  Teacher. 
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Appkhdix  I.  4,  Ballbighah  Obdtkabt  AoRioiaTiniAL  National  School, 

ir.  Appendix  County  Donegal. 

to  Dr.  Kirk-  _  ^    ,^^^ 

patriek'sReport.  January  0,  1850. 

J^otte^ofi         Agricultural  InftructUm. — Agriadturdl  Class, — There  are  at  present 
Model  Farm,   thirteen  boys  in  this  class,  which  has  been  the  average  throughout  the 
year.     They  have  not  increased  in  number,  as  compared  with  the  pre- 
vious year,  but,  as  regards  intelligence,  they  have  steadily  progressed, 
the  attention  to  study  being  quite  satisfactory. 

Industrial  Class. — The  number  in  this  class  is  eight,  of  whom  four 
are  paid  by  the  Commissioners,  and  four  from  local  sources. 

Among  the  many  pleasing  indications  of  improvement  which  the 
members  of  this  class  have  afforded  me,  there  is  none  more  gratifying 
than  the  manner  in  which  each  has  carried  out  on  his  own  farm  at 
home  the  lessons  of  industry  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  inculcate. 
Two  experiments  in  green  crop  culture  were  made  by  each  boy  on  his 
father^s  land,  with  the  view  of  testing  the  effects  of  the  different  kinds 
of  manure,  &c.,  and  the  satisfactory  appearance  of  the  different  little 
plots  reflected  much  credit  on  the  boys,  and  proved  highly  gratifying 
to  the  Committee  of  the  school,  who  inspected  them  on  the  first  of 
November. 

Modd  Farm. — If  the  profitable  result  obtained  be  a  proper  criterion 
whereby  to  determine  the  degree  of  efficiency  with  which  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  Model  Farm  was  conducted  durincif  the  past  year,  £  am  of 
opinion  mine  has  been  very  encouraging.  The  produce  from  cereal 
crops  was  very  abundant,  and  the  price  very  remunerating ;  more  than 
counterbalancmg  a  defect  in  the  flax  and  potato  crops,  which  did  not 
succeed  so  well,  though  the  greatest  care  was  bestowed  on  their  culti- 
vation ;  but  the  effects  of  soil  and  climate  will  sometimes  produce 
un£aivourable  results,  which  the  greatest  amount  of  intelligence  cannot 
foresee,  nor  the  utmost  energy  prevent.  In  the  cultivation  of  the 
several  crops,  I  attempted  no  new  mode  of  management;  my  system 
being  that  followed  by  all  intelligent  agriculturists. 

Live  Stock  and  Dairy  Management. — I  have  adopted  the  system  of 
^'  house-feeding  **  the  cattle,  but  allow  them,  in  the  summer  months, 
about  two  hours  each  day,  for  exercise  on  the  pasture.  They  receive 
six  feeds  daily  in  summer,  clover  and  Italian  rye-grass  being  given 
alternately,  with  peas,  vetches  or  straw.  In  winter  they  get  the  same 
number  of  feeds,  each  feed  of  roots  being  alternated  with  straw.  But 
here  I  must  remark  that  I  have  found  a  serious  disadvantage,  arising 
from  diarrhoea  produced  by  turnips,  when  they  form  the  staple  of 
their  diet  in  the  early  winter.  The  difficulty  arises  in  inducing 
them  to  consume  a  sufficient  quantity  of  straw,  to  counteract  the 
effect  produced  by  the  turnips.  I,  therefore,  tried  the  expedient  of 
rendering  the  straw  more  palatable  to  them,  by  cutting  and  infusing 
boiling  water,  in  which  had  been  mixed  a  little  salt  and  some  oatmeal; 
the  consequence  was,  that  the  purging  was  stopped^  and  half  the  usual 
quantity  of  roots  was  found  sufficient  to  keep  the  cattle  in  good  con- 
dition. 

Manures, — ^As  I  fully  explained  in  my  last  report,  the  measures 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of  augmenting  and  retaining  the  fertilizing 
properties  of  the  farm-yard  manure,  I  deem  it  superfluous  here  to  repeat 
it,  my  system  of  management  being  still  the  same.  As  I  have  found 
from  experience  that  among  all  the  imported  manures  which  I  ha?e 
tried,  there  is  none  equal  in  efficacy  to  Peruvian  ^uano,  I  have  not 
applied  any  other  sort  this  season;  and  the  result  of  its  application  was 
quite  satia&ctory,  particularly  on  the  turnip  orDp,  which  in  the  eady 
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stages  of  ita  growth  depends  so  much  on  the  mannre,  though  at  a  more  Appendix  I. 
advanced  period  of  its  development,  it  finds  a  ready  supply  in  the  jj  Appendix 
carbon,  which  the  broad  8iir£ace  of  its  leaves  imbibes  from  the  atmos-  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
phere.     Hence  the  advantage  of  applying  the  most  stimulating  manure  p»trick'sReport. 
to  impart  vigour  to  it  in  the  early  stage  of  its  growth,  and  thus  hurry     sJuMan 
it  forward  beyond  the  reach  of  its  frequently  fatal  enemies.  Model  Farm, 

Permanent  Improvements  effected  during  the  year, — Improvements  of 
this  kind  were  executed  during  the  year  to  an  extent  which  involved  a 
considerable  outlay  of  capital.  They  consisted  in  the  erection  of  a  barn, 
stable,  and  piggery,  and  the  removal  of  a  large  bauk  of  earth,  which 
interfered  very  much  with  the  tidy  and  orderly  appearance  of  the  farm 
premises. 

Progress  of  Agriculture,  ^c. — The  intelligence  of  a  great  number  of 
£Eirmers  in  this  neighbourhood,  in  a  great  measure,  accounts  for  the  for- 
ward state  of  agriculture.  During  the  last  few  years,  a  generous  spirit 
of  rivalry  has  sprung  up  amongst  the  farmers  of  this  locality,  who  strive 
to  excel  each  other  in  the  growth  of  green  crops,  and  the  rearing  of 
improved  breeds  of  cattle;  and  so  rapidly  has  improvement  prt)ceeded 
in  this  praiseworthy  direction,  that  few  farms  are  now  to  be  seen  with- 
out a  large  stock  of  the  best  description  of  short  horns.  There  is  still, 
however,  much  to  be  done  in  farm  management,  but  it  is  merely  a  ques- 
tion of  time. 

WiLLiAH  A.  Cahpbbll,  Agricultural  Teacher. 
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Appbwdix  I.      5.  Carradoan  Ordinary  Agricultural  National  School,  County 

II.  Appendix  Donegal. 

to  Dr.  Kirk-  January,  1855. 

pfttrick'fcReport.  Agricultural  Instruction. — As  stated  in  my  last  report,  the  pupili 
Carradoan  Composing  the  '^ agricultural  class"  are  selected  from  the  advauced 
Model  Farm,  classes  of  the  school ;  but,  as  their  parents  have  a  strong  aversion  to 
their  children  labouring  on  the  farm  without  remuneration,  the  C€mr8e 
of  instruction  must,  necessarily,  be  confined  to  imparting  theoretic 
knowledge  in  the  school.  An  hour  each  morning  is  devoted  to  reading 
some  of  the  agricultural  works  supplied  by  the  National  Board,  which 
is  explained  to  them  as  they  proceed,  and  on  which  they  are  subse- 
quently interrogated.  When  any  useful  work  is  in  progress,  the  agri- 
cultural class  is  brought  to  the  farm,  which  is  very  convenient,  after 
the  ordinary  school  hours,  when  they  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming 
acquainted  with  the  details  of  improved  practical  agriculture.  The 
number  varies  with  the  season,  from  eight  to  twenty. 

Model  Farm. — The  four-course  rotation  is  still  followed,  as  being  the 
best  suited  to  the  state  of  the  farm.  The  profits  for  the  year  {£6  4«.  6d) 
would  have  been  considerably  larger,  but  for  spring  frost,  followed 
immediately  by  a  parching  drought,  which  penetrated  so  deeply  into 
this  light  and  unconsolidated  boggy  soil,  as  to  completely 'destroy 
many  of  the  young  plants,  thereby  reducing  the  produce  of  most  of 
the  crops,  especially  the  potatoes,  carrots,  parsnips,  vetches,  and  flax. 
From  the  situation  of  the  farm,  and  the  nature  of  the  soil,  there  will  be 
always  such  a  risk.     (See  last  Report.) 

The  amount  received  for  grain  will  appear  large,  but  when  it  is  seen 
that  the  value  of  flax  and  hay  is  included,  it  will  make  the  account 
satis&ctory. 

Live  Stock,  &c, — The  live  stock  supported  during  the  year  consisted 
of  two  cows,  two  heifers,  one  calf,  and  four  sheep;  two  pigs  were  also 
kept  during  part  of  the  year.  More  stock  are  on  hand,  but^  as  I 
occupy  another  small  farm,  not  in  connexion  with  the  model  farm,  they 
are  supported  on  it;  and  if  they  get  any  support  from  the  model  farm 
credit  is  taken  for  same ;  or,  if  stock  on  model  farm  get  any  from  it, 
the  former  is  debited  under  head  ''Feeding  stufis."  The  cattle  are 
wholly  house-fed  in  winter,  and  partially  in  summer;  when  the  weather 
is  favourable  they  are  allowed  the  range  of  an  adjoining  mountain,  part 
of  which  belongs  to  the  farm.  Most  of  the  dairy  produce  is  used  by 
my  family;  and  in  feeding  pigs  and  calves,  the  buttermilk  is  used ;  that 
used  by  family,  charged  at  usual  market  price. 

Manures, — These  are  collected  and  applied  as  mentioned  in  last 
report ;  the  liquid  manure  and  gases  prevented  from  escaping,  by  mixing 
with  a  compost  of  bog  peat,  farm  rubbish,  and  sea  sand.  The  result  of 
mixing  with  sea  sand  is  most  favourable;  the  crops  raised  being  much 
heavier  than  those  raised  without  mixing  it,  especially  the  grain  and 
grasses. 

No  permanent  improvements  of  consequence  were  required  on  the 
farm  last  year.  A  range  of  small  sheds  containing  piggery,  calf-house, 
<fec.,  is  in  progress  of  erection  in  the  farm-yard. 

Very  considerable  improvements  have  been  eflected  in  this  locality, 
by  way  of  thorough  drainage  and  reclamation,  though  the  mountainous 
appearance  of  the  country  makes  it  still  exhibit  a  bleak  and  unimproved 
appearance.  It  is  still  very  difiicult  to  convince  the  people  of  the 
advantage  of  substituting  a  proper  rotation  for  a  succession  of  grain 
crops,  though  the  contrast  between  the  quantity  of  green  crops,  raised 
fer  cattle  feeding  now,  and  that  raised  a  few  years  ago,  is  very  striking. 
Akpssw  Campbbll,  Agricoltnial  Teachei . 
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6.  Crislagh  Obdikaet  Aqbioultubal  Sohool,  Co.  Donegal.  Appetoix  L 

January  6th,  1855.     ^'o^P^^^f 

Agricultural  Instruction. — The  "  Agricultnitd  OlasB**  consists  of  from  patrick'BReport. 
ten  to  twelve  day  pupils,  who  receive  theoretic  instruction  in  the  Agri-       crislaah 
cultural  Books  for  hailf  an  hour  daily,  and  practical  instruction  on  the  Model^m, 
farm  during  another  half  hour.   I  use  every  exertion  to  make  its  members 
contribute  to  the  support  of  our  system,  by  showing  that  any  out-door 
exercise  or  in-door  instruction  in  the  elementary  principles  of  agricul- 
ture serve  only  to  aid  their  intellectual  powers  in  mastering  those  literary 
acquirements  their  parents  wish  them  to  obtain.  - 

On  reference  to  my  last  Report  it  will  be  seen  that  no  office-houses 
were  then  available,  which  defect  I  would  have  been  unable  to  remedy 
were  it  not  that  J.  P.  Kennedy^  Esq.,  (through  the  representation  of 
Mr.  J.  Moore,  of  Loughash,  on  whose  assistance  I  relied  with  confidence), 
appropriated  two  acres  additional  land,  with  offices  thereon,  to  assist  in 
promoting  greater  efficiency  and  success.  A  portion  of  this  additional 
land  requires  reclamation,  which  I  expect  to  effect  as  soon  as  possible ; 
and  as  the  public  road  separates  it  from  the  original  farm,  I  intend  to 
establish  the  three-course  rotation  on  it  next  year.  The  produce  of  both 
has  been  unavoidably  intermixed  for  the  past  year,  which  accounts  for 
the  disproportion  in  the  quantity  of  land.under  each  crop  in  the  Statis- 
tics. 

On  the  land  allocated  as  a  model  farm  for  the  past  year,  I  have  fol- 
lowed the  four-course  rotation.  The  portion  occupied  by  green  crops 
was  thorough  drained,  and  trenched  after  the  plough  to  the  depth  of 
eight  inches,  removing  all  stones  met  with  in  the  operation.  It  received 
the  necessary  ploughings  and  cleaning,  after  which  the  potatoes  and 
turnips  were  sown  at  the  proper  season.  The  produce  of  the  former 
was  fair  when  compared  with  the  general  crop  of  the  locality,  but  neither 
was  as  productive  as  might  be  expected.  The  fact  was,  that  my  com- 
post manure  was  barely  sufficient  for  the  potatoes,  so  .that  I  was  obliged 
to  use  guano  mixed  with  peat  charcoal  for  the  turnips.  They  grew  at 
first  vigorously,  but  subsequently  declined  when  the  effect  of  the  small 
allowance  of  manure  became  exhausted. 

Live  Stock, — The  stock  at  present  on  the  farm  is  only  one  cow,  and 
one  heifer  j  but  as  X  have  r^ceptly  got  pffice-houses,  I  hope  in  future  to 
follow  the  system  of  house-feeding  the  cattle,  and  to  realize  the  benefits 
that  accrue  therefrom. 

.    Jaxe9  Hanaqan,  Teacher. 
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Appexpix  I.  7,.  Balltougey  Ordinary  Aoeicultural  National  School, 

n.  Appendix  County  Londonderry. 

tp  Dr.  Kirk-  •  -locir 

iwtrick'BReporL  January,  looo. 

BaUyoMrv.  AffricuUurcd  Instruction, — We  bave  no  "  Boarders"  nor  "  Industrial 
Mod^  Famu  Class"  connected  with  the  school,  which  is  a  great  disadvantage  in  naany 
respects.  The  Agricultural  Class  is  composed  of  the  advanced  boys  of 
the  third  and  fourth  classes,  and  the  attendance  has  not  varied  much 
during  the  past  year :  although  several  members  of  it  have  removed  from 
the  neighbourhood,  others  have  entered  to  iill  their  places,  so  that  the 
number  receiving  agricultural  instruction  is  as  large  as  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year.  The  progress  of  the  class  has  been  pretty  fair, 
when  we  take  into  account  the  irregularity  in  attendance  of  many  of 
its  members  during  the  throng  seasons  of  the  year.  The  increased  de- 
mand  for  and  value,  of  labour  are  great  temptations  to  parents  to  detain 
their  children  at  home  at  these  seasons,  cither  to  employ  tlicm  at  their  own 
labour,  or  hire  them  to  others  at  from  three  to  four  suillings  per  week. 
This  is  a  strong  inducement  to  the  labouring  part  of  the.  community  to 
deprive  their  childrten  of  the  advantages  of  reguhirity  of  attendance  at 
school,  and  greatly  retards  their  progress  both  in  literary  and  agricul- 
tural knowledge. 

Model  Farm. — I  have  been  very  successful  in  the  cultivation  of  most 
of  the  crops  grown  on  the  model  farm  during  the  past  year.  The  clover 
and  grass  used  as  soiling  were  a  very  sujierior  crop.  After  the  first 
cutting  I  top-dressed  a  part  of  it  with  liquid  manure  from  the!  cow-house. 
The  second  cutting  of  this  part  was  much  heavier  thau^the  first,  and  it 
produced  a  pretty  £a.ir  third'  crop.  The  Swedish  turnips  ^ere  a  good 
crop,  but  inferior  in  produce  to  former  years,  which  is  the  case  in  this 
part  of  the  country  geuei-ally  this  season.  After  the  winter  vetches 
were  cut,  the  ground  received  four  ploughings  and  harrowin^s,  &c.,  to 
prepare  it  for  Aberdeen  turnips.  I  cfiectcd  a  considerable  saving  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  turnip  crop  this  season,-  by  using  the  drill  harrow 
instead  of  the  hand-hoe.  I  harrowed  them  thoroughly  before  the  plants 
were  singled  out,  and  continued  to  harrow  tUem  oCcasfonally  in  dry  wea- 
ther as  long  as  the  pony  and  liarrow  could  pass  through  the  drilLa  without 
injuring  the  plants.  This,  with  a  little  hand-weeding  hetioeen  the  planta 
kept  them  perfectly  clean,  and  the  soil  open  for  the  admission  of  heat, 
air,  and  moisture.  I  planted  twenty- five  statute  perches  of  cabbages, 
which  proved  a  very  heavy  and  valuable  crop,  some  of  them  weighing 
as  much  as  seventeen  and  eighteen  pounds.  They  supplied  us  with  a 
large  quantity  of  very  nutritious  food  for  the  cattle. 

Live  Stock  and  Dairy  ManagcTnent. — The  stock  has  been  free  from 
disease  during  the  year,  which  is  very  fortunate,  pleura-pneumonia 
being  so  prevalent.  The  butter  was  sold  fresh  in  Derry,  as  it  generally 
brings  a  higher  price  than  when  cured ;  two  calves  have  been  reared 
during  the  year,  and  the  pigs  consumed  a  considerable  quantity  of  milk. 
This  makes  the  income  derived  from  the  dairy  stock  appear  less  than 
it  really  was.  The  cattle  are  "house-fed"  during  the  year.  They  ai;e 
driven  out  to  a  rough  hill  used  as  a  paddock  a  few  hours  daily  in  suit- 
able weather.  Our  pigs  still  continue  to  be  a  sourci^  of  considerable 
profit.  *  '  '  *  '  ' 

Aianure. — The  manure  from  the  cow-house  and  stable  are  mixed 
with  vegetable  refuse  and  earth  in  alternate  layers.  This  prevents  any 
waste  during  the  process  of  decomposition.  Formerly.  I  had  a  supply 
of  peat  mould,  but  that  privilege  has  been  withdrawn,  as  the  hog  is 
about  to  bp  reclaimed  by  the  proprietors,  the  Honourable  the  Irish 
Society,      i     .  ->  ..  ...         \ 
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To  the  S^^diflh  tarnipe  I  applied  Peruvian  guano  at  the  rate  of  about  Aypbndix  1/ 
four  cwt.  per  acre,  with  the  very  best  effect.  U  j^     ^^j^ 

Permanent  Improvement. — The  only  permanent  improrement  effected  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
diiring  the  year  was  the  removal  of  a  great  many  large  stones  from  the  paWck'iRajMwt. 
g'round  intended  for  the  green  crops.  Ballmmorv 

Agricultural  improvement  is  steadily  progressing  in  this  neighbour-  A/odtf^Sm. 
hood.  There  are  several  gentlemen  who  take  a  great  interest  both  in 
improving  the  breed  of  their  cattle,  and  also  in  properly  cultivating 
their  farms.  Our  example  is  moire  likely 'to  be  followed  by  our  humble 
neighbours,  whose  means  of  cultivation  nearly  resemble  our  own,  and 
I  trust  it  has  stimulated  many  of  the  better  class  to  improved  manage- 
ment in  the  cultivation  of  their  farms. 

KoBX&t  Ha&vet,  Agricultural  Teacher. 
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AppshbixI.      8,  BoHiLL  Obbinakt  AgbioulturaIi  Sohool^  County  Londonderry. 

\l'^&  January  6. 1855. 

pfttriek*sR«poit.     Agricultural  Class. — This  class  conUnnes  to  progress  favourably. 

^^^l       The  numbers  in  attendance  during  the  year  were  from  five  to  fifteen.    We 

Model  /''arm.   spend  about  half  an  hour  each  day  on  five  days  of  the  week  in  reading 

the  agricultural  books  supplied  us  by  the  Board.     I  have  promised  an 

agricultural  class  book  as  a  premium  to  the  boy  who  answers  best  at 

the  next  examination  by  the  agricultural  inspector ;  and  I  think  it  is 

telling  well  on  the  class,  every  one  striving  to  merit  it 

Modd  Farm — As  stated  in  my  former  Report,  this  farm  consists  of 
4a.  3b.  2p.  statute  measure,  and  is  nearly  equally  divided  into  two 
parts  by  a  large  dyke  used  for  draining  a  Wge  tract  of  land  adjacent 
to  mine. 

The  first  half  of  my  farm  lies  along  the  public  road,  and  on  that  por- 
tion I  commenced  operations  first.  I  am  happy  to  say  I  have  got  it 
all  thorough-drained,  and  divided  into  two  equal  fields,  containing  1  a. 
Ob.  28p.  each.  Field  No.  1,  which  I  drained  in  1853,  was  under  com 
last  year,  and  it  yielded  a  very  good  return,  considering  the  state  it 
was  in  when  it  came  into  my  possession,  being  at  that  time  a  complete 
quagmire.  Field  No.  2,  pUnted  with  potatoes  in  the  months  of  Feb- 
ruary and  March  yielded  a  tolerably  fiaiir  crop.  It  may  seem  injudicious 
to  have  so  large  a  quantity  of  land  under  potatoes,  but  when  it  is  borne 
in  mind  that  this  land  never  was  cultivated  before,  and  that  it  was 
thickly  covered  with  rushes,  it  will  no  longer  appear  strange  that  I  did 
not  attempt  putting  any  other  green  crop  in  it  In  looking  over  tbe 
labour  abstract  you  mav  be  surprised  that  I  have  paid  so  little  for 
labour ;  but  being  myself  young  and  healthy,  I  consider  it  a  good  and 
profitable  exercise,  during  my  leisure  liours,  evening  and  morning,  to 
take  the  spade  in  hand  and  perform  any  work  that  may  be  necessary. 
Besides,  when  the  time  arrives  for  establishing  an  ''  industrial  class," 
both  parents  and  pupils  will  have  seen  that  industry  is  not  so  degrading 
as  many  imagine,  and  that  when  the  teacher  himself  is  willing  to  take 
an  active  part  in  the  cultivation  of  the  facrm,'they*need  not  object  to 
allow  their  sons  to  assist  him  in  his  labours.    . 

Live  Stock. — My  stock  at  present  consists  of  a  co\r,  a  bullock,  and  a 
pig.  I  have  not  yet  commenced  to  house-feed  the  cattle,  as  I  have  not 
been  able  to  have  a  field  laid  down  with  clover  and  grass  yet 

Manure, — I  continue  to  pay  strict  attention  to  the  collecting  of  ma- 
nure, knowing  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  farmer  to  succeed  well  who 
has  not  a  sufficiency  at  his  disposal: 

Fermaiieni Improvements. — Those  effected  during  the  past  year  were 
the  draining  of  field  No*  2,  and  the  building  of  a  cow-house  capable  of 
holding  four  cows. 

W.  Hevrt,  Agricultural  Teacher. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


1854,] 


i^Naiional  Education  in  Ireland. 


S 


«a 


n 

S 

o 

o 


as 
as 

0 


»0 


359 

APPE2«DIX  L 

II.  Appendix 
to  Dr.  Kirk- 
patrick'iReport* 

MoMFarm, 


.-♦»•.• * 

I ■  ■  -i 

■J,  , .J    J 

J  «    o  5    ^  a 

?        If       1 1** "2 

■M^3^         .        -^ 

'     «g    "^  Ph  fn  ^  <« 

.s 
i  ■  f 


Digitized  by 


Google 


360' 

Apfkndix  I. 

II.  Appendix 
to  Df.  Kirk- 
patrick^sReport 

BohiU 
MotUlFarm. 


Appendix  to  Twenty-Jirat  Report  of  Commissioners    [1854. 


00 


o9 


'a 
c 
o 
"-5 

CS 


p 

o 


o 
o 


S 

H 


lis 
11:: 


it 


50 


!«■ 


II 


f 


'Si 


C4 


"a 

of 


I 

S 


I 


% 


1 


51g 

-sfs 

o  p  o 

■< 


IS 


i  'l.l 


Is 

M 

II 

H 

J!  •A 

Si 


I     I     I     I 


I     I     I     I 


I     i    I 

I 


I 


I     f 


"3     I 


<     I     S 
^     ?     5 

f^         M  «9 


S     S 


i 


Ifl 


Ills 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ  IC 


1854.]  of  National  Edueatwn  in  Ireland.  361- 

9.  KsDKAMiKSHA  Obdinaby  Aqbicultubal  Natiokal  Sohool,  Appekdix  I. 

County  Monaghan.  IT.  AJi^dix 

February,  18  jo.      toDr.Kirk- 

Agricidtural  Instruction. — Ah  there  are  ueither  Agricultural  Boarders  p«trick'tR«port, 
nor  an  Industrial  Class  formed  ae  yet,  I  cannot  expect  the  Agricultural  K9inaiHmMka 
Class  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  operations  of  the  farm,  if  not  freely   ModdFarm. 
disposed;  and  this  they  seldom  are  when  not  paid:  but  if  they  were 
paid,  I  know,  from  the  general  feelings  of  their  parents,  there  would  not 
be  the  least  objection.     They  are  lectured  and  examined  five  days  in 
the  week,  on  the  science  and  practice  of  agriculture,  and  are  brought 
out  to  the  farm  occasionally,  to  witness  the  work  that  is  being  executed, — 
when  I  point  out  to  them  every  thing  I  consider  it  desirable  to  impress 
on  their  minds. 

The  class  has  of  late  greatly  increased,  now  averaging  from  eighteen 
to  twenty  boys,  who  are  able  to  read  in  the  agricultural  works  furnished 
by  the  board.  They  are  very  expert  and  intelligent  in  their  answering 
to  what  they  formerly  were;  showing  clearly,  in  many  cases,  how 
sensibly  they  are  aware  of  the  benefits  resulting  from  improved  hus- 
bandry, as  compared  with  the  defective  system  usually  pursued. 

Model  Farm, — The  green  crops  grown  were  not  near  so  good  as  those 
of  the  previous  year.  The  potatoes  (white  rocks)  were  partly  affected 
by  the  "  dry  rot"  after  being  planted,  which  left  them  a  poor  crop  ;  and 
the  turnip  crop,  too,  was  light,  though  I  supplied  a  fair  share  of  good 
farm-jrard  dung  to  them,  with  some  guano,  and  a  mixture  of  night-soil 
and  ashes.  The  cause  was  chiefly  due  to  heavy  rains  that  followed  shortly 
after  the  sowing  of  the  seed,  and  encrusted  the  freshly-tilled  soil  so 
much  as  to  hinder  very  materially  the  growth  of  the  young  plants,  and 
thereby  lessen  the  amount  of  produce. 

The  oat  crop  was  very  fair,  and  the  barley  excellent^  as  well  as  the 
clover  and  grass  seeds  sown  with  them,  which  promise  well. 

The  loss  in  the  balance  sheet  is  due  in  part  to  the  light  green  crop,  the 
large  amount  paid  for  labour,  which  is  scarce  in  the  neighbourhood,  but 
chiefly  to  the  fact,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  butter  of  two  milch  cows, 
which  I  kept  during  the  summer  and  autumn,  was  made  use  of  in  the 
house,  without  any  thing  being  entered  for  it  in  the  valuation  returns. 

Live  Stock. — They  consisted  of  two  milch  cows,  one  of  which  I  sold 
early  in  winter,  when  I  found  she  did  not  prove  with  calf,  one  horse, 
two  calves,  the  offspring  of  one  of  the  cows  last  summer,  one  sheep,  and 
four  pigs.  The  cattle  were  partly  grazed  and  partly  house-fed  during 
the  year.  The  pigs  were  fed  on  cooked  food,  consisting  of  diseased 
potatoes,  turnips,  cabbages,  and  malt  grains. 

The  Manure  as  it  is  brought  from  the  cow-house,  piggery,  «bc.,  is  added 
to  the  compost  heap,  and  carefully  covered  with  street  and  road  scrapings 
or  clay  from  the  field,  and  turned  over  before  being  applied  to  the  land, 
where  it  is  immediately  covered  in  before  any  of  its  volatile  parts  escape. 

The  Permanent  Improvements  executed  during  the  year,  consisted  in  the 
removal  of  a  useless  ditch  which  ran  across  part  of  one  of  thefields,  and  the 
filling  and  levelling  of  some  old  bog-holes  which  this  ditch  enclosed, 
adding  much  both  to  the  size  and  appearance  of  the  field  so  improved. 

As  to  the  Progress  of  Agricultural  Improvement  in  this  locality,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  there  is  a  marked  change  latterly  in  the  increasing 
amount  of  green  crops  raised,  and  the  number  of  house-fed  stock  fsittened. 
Whether  my  humble  exertions  have  exercised  any  influence  in  that  way, 
either  by  example,  or  the  knowledge  imparted  to  the  sons  of  the 
neighbouring  fsirmef s,  the  proficiency  of  the  latter  is  the  best  criterion. 
However  it  shall  be  my  constant  endeavour  to  further  so  laudable  a 
purpose^  to  the  beet  of  my  power  and  ability. 

Patbiok  KKVAmr,  Teacher, 
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Apkbwdix  I.        10.  Deumnafebn  Obdikaby  Aobicultubal  School,  Co.  Tyrone. 

S-^flSkf  January  4th,  1855. 

pfttrick'gReport.  Agricultural  Instruction. — The  number  of  papils  who  received  agri- 
Drunmafem  cultural  instruction  in  this  school  during  the  past  year  averaged  twelve, 
Model FatTH.   being  a  decrease  of  one  upon  the  previous  year. 

The  following  is  a  comparison  of  the  class  at  present,  with  what  it 
was  at  the  date  of  my  last  Report : — 


On  31st  December,  1653. 

Agxicultural  Boarders,          .  1 

Industrial  Class,    ...  8 

Day  Pupils,  ....  6 

15 


On  30th  December,  1854. 

Agricultural  Boarders,           .  1 

Industrial  Class,    ...  8 

Day  Pupils,   ....  8 

17 


The  attention  to  stndy,  and  proficiency  acquired  by  the  various  mem- 
bers of  this  class  is  quite  satisfactory. 

The  Farm, — The  farm,  which  contains  5a.  1b.  16p.,  is  divided  into 
five  nearly  equal  portions,  on  which  a  five-course  rotation  is  carried 
out  as  follows: — No.  1,  turnips,  potatoes,  mangel-wurzel,  kohl  rabi, 
Jerusalem  artichokes,  beans,  peas,  and  cabbages.  No.  2,  oats  and  flax, 
laid  down  with  clover  and  grass  seed.  No.  3,  clover  and  grass  for 
soiling,  and  hay.  No.  4,  pasture.  No.  5,  oats.  The  produce  realized 
from  each  crop  is  given  in  the  annexed  returns. 

The  Live  Stock  kept  npon  the  fiirm  during  the  year  consisted  of  two 
cows,  one  heifer,  and  two  pigs ;  all  of  which  were  kept  in  healthy  and 
thriving  condition  upon  the  produce  of  the  farm,  nothing  having  been 
purchased  for  their  support. 

Mannre, — Constant  attention  is  paid  to  the  collection  and  preserva- 
tion of  this  indispensable  appendage  to  profitable  farming.  Nothing  in 
the  way  of  special  manure  was  required  to  be  purchased. 

Permanent  Improvements. — During  the  past  year,  a  piggery  eight  feet 
by  five  feet  six  inches  was  built  and  slated ;  and  one  of  the  divisions 
of  the  farm  was  thorough  drained  in  the  same  manner  as  described  in 
mj  last  Beport. 

State  of  Agriculture  in  this  locality. — ^I  feel  pleasure  in  stating  that, 
considering  the  obstacles  which  have  to  be  surmounted,  the  indiffer- 
ence and  even  prejudices  that  have  to  be  overcome,  in  general 
the  farmers  of  this  locality  are  progressing  &vourably  in  agricultural 
improvement.  Winter,  which  was  formerly  a  season  of  inactivity,  is 
now  employed  by  a  considerable  number  of  farmers  in  turning  up  stubble 
land  with  the  spade,  as  a  preparation  for  green  crops  the  following  year : 
of  the  utility  of  doing  so  a  practical  example  is  afforded  upon  the  model 
farm.  The  land,  by  such  treatment,  derives  much  benefit  from  exposure 
to  air  and  frost,  weeds  and  insects  are  partially  destroyed,  and  by 
effectually  opening  the  soil  so  as  to  facilitate  the  percolation  of  the  water 
to  the  drains,  the  land  is  in  consequence  much  drier,  and  absorbs  many 
of  the  gases  carried  down  by  the  rain  from  the  atmosphere.  The  land 
also  becomes  more  easily  worked,  and  time  is  economized  in  the  busier 
days  of  spring.  Altogether  it  is  so  important  an  operation  that  I  have 
never  known  those  who  once  gave  it  a  trial  to  neglect  it  for  a  single 
season  afterwards. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  returns  that  I  have  introduced  the 
cultivation  of  Jerusalem  artichokes  ;  and  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
judge  of  them  I  consider  they  should  occupy  a  place  in  the  cropping  of 
every  farmer.  I  also  attempted  the  cultivation  of  kohl  rabi  for  the 
first  time  in  this  locality,  but  as  to  its  comparative  value  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  speak  at  present. 
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I  very  much  regret  that  owing  to  circamstances  I  have  been  preyen-  Ap»eni>ix  I. 
ted  hitherto  from  availing  myself  of  the  vaat  profit  that  might  have  jj^  Appeiidix 
been  derived  from  having  stolen  crops  grown  upon  the  fiarm.    It  is  with  toDrlKirk- 
some  degree  of  confidence,  however,  that  I  expect  to  be  able  to  introduce  p«^ck'tR«port 
this  valuable  auxiliary  into  the  routine  of  farm  management  in  the    i)^^^/^!^ 
ensuing  season.  ModelFhrm. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  express  my  thanks  to  M.  Brogan,  Esq.,  Sub- 
Inspector  of  agricultural  schools,  for  the  useful  suggestions  with  which 
he  furnished  me,  as  well  as  for  his  courteous  demeanour  at  his  visits. 

Matthew  Fokbes. 
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Appbndix  I.  11.  KiLDiNAN  Obbinabt  Aorigultubal  School,  County  CorL 

11.  Appendix  January  4th,  1855. 

to  Dr.  Kirk-  •' 

jAtrick'sReport.      AgricuUural  Instruction, — I  regret  to  have  to  iDform  yon  tbat  tfee 
KOdT         advantages  expected  to  be  '^  derived  from  the  Industrial  Glass,"  oonaisfc- 

^Modd  Foirm,  ^"^  ^^  ^^^  boys,  who  evinced  so  much  desire  at  the  commencement  of  the 
past  year  to  become  acquainted  with  the  theory  and  praedoe  of 
agriculture,  were  counteracted  by  two  causes :  one  arising  from  ibe 
prejudice  of  the  people,  who  assumed  that  their  sons  would  be  back- 
ward in  their  literary  acquirements  if  they  were  to  work  on  the  £utb  ; 
the  other  from  the  unusually  high  wages  in  this  locality,  frhidi 
caused  the  parents  to  withdraw  their  children,  occasionally,  from  scbool 
during  the  summer  and  autumn  months,  as  substitutes  for  labourers, 
for  whom  they  were  unable  to  pay.  The  first  of  these  causes  1  have 
nearly  removed,  by  holding  monthly  examinations,  and  distributinf 
premiums  to  the  children,  according  to  their  merits,  when  I  inva- 
riably find  the  agricultural  class  to  answer  far  superior  to  the  pupils 
who  devote  no  time  to  agricultural  instruction.  The  knowledge 
of  this  fact  is  beginning  to  circulate  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  is 
gradually  removing  those  prejudices  from  the  minds  of  the  people. 
In  consequence  of  the  foregoing  causes,  I  do  not  require  the  pupils  of 
the  industrial  class  to  work  the  full  time  specified  in  the  mles ;  but 
all  the  boys  in  the  agricultural  class,  consisting  of  twelve,  take  part 
in  the  light  work  of  the  farm,  such  as  sowing  seeds,  thinning  and 
hoeing  turnips,  and  digging  between  the  drills,  during  the  time  here- 
tofore devoted  to  recreation.  In  consequence  of  the  short  time  they 
work  each  day,  the  value  of  their  labour  cannot  add  much  to  the  debtor 
side  of  the  balance  sheet ;  but  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that  it  is  not 
the  pecuniary  amount  of  the  labour  of  the  industrial  class  of  any 
agricultural  school  that  should  be  taken  as  a  test  of  the  real  value  of 
such  labour ;  but  the  amount  of  information  acquired  by  such  classes^ 
both  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  agriculture,  and  the  extent  to  which 
they  propagate  this  knowledge  in  their  neighbourhood.  The  agricul- 
tural class  read  a  lesson  in  the  agricultural  books  every  day,  and  are 
becoming  well  acquainted  with  the  subjects  contained  therein. 

Mode*  Farm.— \i  will  be  seen  from  the  balance  sheet  of  the  past 
year  that  my  gain  is  much  less  than  that  of  1853,  but  this  is  accounted 
for  as  follows : — The  blight  appeared  five  weeks  earlier  last  year  than 
in  1853,  so  that  the  potato  crop  was  nearly  destroyed  before  maturity. 
With  many  this  crop  was  wholly  lost ;  but  I  had  a  rair  crop  considering 
the  fate  of  my  neighbours.  I  got  the  potatoes  planted  early  in  March, 
so  that  they  were  nearly  ripe  when  the  blight  set  in,  and  there  was 
scarcely  one-sixth  lost.  I  had  an  acre  of  turnips,  which  was  veiy 
well  treated,  but  gave  a  bad  return,  in  consequence  of  being  destroyed 
by  rabbits,  as  soon  as  the  leaves  appeared  above  ground — about  half  an 
aci;e  was  totally  lost.  I  had  one  acre  of  oats  which  would,  at  least, 
produce  nine  barrels  of  grain,  were  it  not  that  one-fourth  of  it  lodged 
early  in  July.  All  my  green  crojjs  were  sown  in  the  worst  part  of  the 
farm  last  year,  and  the  produce  was  thereiore  less  than  usual.  The 
above  causes  sufficiently  account  for  the  difference  of  profit  between 
the  past  year  and  1853. 

Livestock, — I  have  house-fed  my  cow  both  summer  and  winter, 
except  a  few  hours  each  day,  from  which  I  have  obtained  a  large 
quantity  of  valuable  manure. 

Manures, — I  havOj  at  this  moment,  the  largest  heap  of  manure  in 
the  neighbourhood,  containing  not  less  than  one  hundreid  tons. — This  I 
collected  early  in  summer,  from  headlands  and  other  sourceSi  and  mixed 
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,  in  alternate  layers  with  the  cow-hoose  dung.     Being  near  the  pnhlic   Apfbvdix  I. 
aad  it  attracted  much  attention,  and  ought  to  he  an  example  of  good  |j^  Appendix 
usbandrj  in  this  neighhourhood,  where  farmers  holding  from  forty  to  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
ixty  acres  of  land  have  not  half  as  much  collected  at  present.     I  had  i»trick'«Report 
o  buy  £2  8«.  ^d.  worth  of  guano  last  year,  and  applied  it  to  the  turnip      KUdkum 
rop,  at  the  rate  of  four  cwt.  per  statute  acre.     I  expect  I  will  not  have   Model  Farm, 
o  incar  any  expense  in  this  way  next  year. 

Tho   only  permanent  improvements  effected  during  the  past  year 
vere  the  drainage  and  subsoiling  of  one  rood  of  tho  feirm. 

Garrett  Fltnn,  Teaohor. 


[SmniART,  d^ 
VOL  IL  '  2  b 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


.370 
Appendix  I. 

n.  Appendix 
>o  Dr.  Kirk- 
pAtrick*8Report 

Kildinau 
Model  Farm, 


Appendix  to  Twenty-first  Report  of  Commissiansrs    [1854. 


^  o  o  o  o  o 

^    lO    O    p^    JO  *      I 
^   «   O    «5   -  ... 


c5 


i  2 


.9 


I  '  I 

.9     •  u^ 


-  B* 


1 


^  £  S 


1*1 

O     OS 

s 


ifi.r""&i.^ 


00 


m 
8 

1 


cS  «  c3  P 


I 


.S" 


9 

s 
-I 

M 

pq 


I 

Cm 

o   js 


.O 

23 


OOOOQOOO^O  oo 

«oaooao««»-»o     |w» 


s 


»o 


s 

QQ 


<5 


I 
i 


I 


^ 


si 

S«2 


i  ^ 


I 


IS 
II 


bo 


3<2 


Ck  )I 


B 

=  1 


t3 

3 


^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


of  National  Education  in  Ireland. 


371 


I 


8 
Si 


II 


I  1 


•<<    o 


<4 


Appxndix  I. 

II.  Appendix 
to  Dr.  kirk- 
pfttiick'gReporl 

Kildinan 
Model  Farm. 


I 


# 


If 


94 


I 


6    ' 

II 


T..I,  „. 


I 


2|  I 


:l      « 


Digitized  by 


Google 


372  Appendix  to  Tiventy-firstSeport  of  Commisitioners     [1854. 

AFWHWX  I.      12.   CWNMBH  OHDIHAEt  AGEICULTCEAL  NATIONAL  ScHOOI.,  Co.  Cork. 

II,  A'^^dix  Ja'»»'^'y  2, 1855. 

^S;i«t      AgricuUural  Irutruct hn.-TheTe  are  no  agricnltoal  boarders  nor 

tr^_^     induS  claae.     Tbe  '•  agricaltural  class"  increased  from  twenty,  m 

Clonktm      faisT^TJ^;  five  in  1854.     I  find  them  as  attentive  to  the  lesson 

Mo^lFam..   ll'^^^:^^^l%^Z%  other  subject;  and  it  is  gratifying  ^ 

Zi^ea  with  what  alacrity  and  emulation  they  perform  any  light  work 

They  we  put  to  on  the  farm  during  the  half  hour  devoted   o  recreation. 

whenever^such  work  is  to  be  done.     As  to  their  proficiency,  .f  dae 

rUowan^  be  made  for  their  age  and  capacities,  I  think  1  may  venture 

*"  .a"am.-AUhongh  I  was  not  very  successful  in  some  of  my 
operations,  yet  I  cannot,  on  the  whole,  comphun,  *«  J. ^''^^^  J^l'^^^J 
nrofit  of  £15  is.  2d.  in  the  past  year.    In  my  Report  for  18o3 1  stated 
that  in  1854. 1  would  have  nearly  established  .%  four-course  rotation 
onihe  orig^l  farm ;  and,  in  confirmation  of  ^bat  staten^nt.  I  beg  leave 
to  give  an  extract  from  the  entry  made  ^7  M.  Brogan  Esq.,  in  the 
Selort  Book  of  the  school,  when  he  had  inspected,  on  the  25th  of  Ju^ 
W— «I  was  much  pleased  with  the  improved  appearance  of  the  farm 
Sw  my  former  visit,  and  with  the  systematic  manner  in  which  the 
^ppin  J  is  now  arranged."     I  also  stated  that  he  recommended  the 
2Sment  of  the  molel  farm  by  the  addition  of  about  2a.  3b.  adjom- 
tnT-  flTacting  on  his  suggestion,  I  entered  on  its  improvement,  so  as 
io  fit  U  fir  being  incorporated  with  the  model  farm.     I"  reference  to 
Ihe  improvement  so  effected,  Mr.  Brogan  thus  wrote :-«I  have  been 
much  gratified  at  the  progress  effected  ,n  '  permanent  improvement 
S  iy  previous  vbit."    As  the  whole  farm  is  now  brought  under 
one  rotation,  the  former  arrangement  must  be  broken  up,  and  two  yeaw, 
ZlS,  muk  elapse  before  tl.e  course  can  again  be  fully  established; 
BtiU  tiie  enkrgcment  effected  is  a  great  improvement  on  theonginal  plan 
S  S,  <fcc.-The  live  stock  are  fed  partly  from  the  produce  of 
the  model  form,  and  partly  on  another  form  in  J^Jr^^'^^^^ 
could  not  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  ascertain  the  profit  or  W 
^"sin«  from  them,  as  far  as  they  are  connected  with  the  model  form, 
Hal  suffice  to  s^y.that  thecowsarepartialyhouse-ed^  and  that  due 
attSonispaid  to  their  comfort  and  cleanliness      All  the  livestock 
are  W  in  every  night  throughout  the  year ;  and  this,  of  course,  tends 
materially  to  the  increase  of  the  manure  heap,  besides  being  a  grea 
^provement,  as  contrasted  wiUi  the  practice  of  my  neighbours.    It 
mv  be  fit,  also,  to  remark  here,  that  the  plan  I  adopt  m  keeping  an 
Sunt  of  my  transactions  on  the  model  farm  is,  to  debit  it  with  al 
Senses  attending  its  cultivation,  &c.,  and  to  credit  it  by  the  amount 
of  the  produce  at  a  fair  valuation.  .,     r.™ 

Manuret.—The  manure-heap  is  made  up  of  dung  from  the  farm 
offices,  earth,  peat,  sea-sand,  chopped  furze,  Ac,  &c.  Its  gasM  are 
kept  from  es^ping  by  thorough  mixing  and  by  covering  with  peat  or 
earth;  and  the  liquid  part  is  preserved  by  having  always  at  hand  some 
substance  suited  to  imbibe  it.  I  applied  one  and  a-half  cwt.  of  guano 
to  three  roods  for  Swedish  turnips,  in  lien  of  half  the  complement  of 
farm-yard  manure,  and  I  found  that  the  crop  was  inferior  to  that  on 
the  i»rt  to  which  the  full  complement  of  dung  was  given. 

Fermanent  Impr<yvmefU.-l  levelled  twenty-five  perches  of  a  hnje, 
cumbersome  ditch,  which  stood  uselessly  in  a  sunny  and  sheltered  part 
of  the  farm,  and  caused  a  waste  of  as  many  perches  of  land ;  and  with 
the  stones,  of  which  this  was  partly  composed  I  made  up  nine  »nj 
a-half  porches  of  a  lasting  and  efficient  boundary  fence.  I  also  reclaimed 
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ten  perches  of  a  rocky  brake,  which  stretched  nnsightly  into  the  fitrm,  Appbndix  I. 
and  at  every  ploughing  and  harrowing  of  the  adjacent  parts,  proved  a  jj  Appendix 
great  obstruction.  to  Dr.  iCirk- 

Pro^ress  of  Agricultural  Improvement^  Jjc, — Owing  to  the  high  prices  p^trick'uRoport. 
of  stock  and  agricultural  produce  now  prevailing,  and  the  consequent      ctonkeen 
amelioration  of  the  farmer's  condition  since  the  times  of  famine,  agri-   Model  Farm, 
culture  hajs  been  attended  to  with  some  energy ;  but  nowhere  in  the 
locality  has  it  been  yet  carried  out  by  the  lower,  or  even  middle  classes 
of  fa^rmers,  according  to  any  approved  system.     However,  the  proper 
cultivation  of  green  crops  is  beginning  to  be  better  known;  the  advan- 
tages of  raising  artificial  grasses  and  stolen  crops  are  appreciated;  and 
the  losses  sustained  on  account  of  the  ill-treatment  of  land,  and  the 
mismanagement  of  manure,  are  .acknowledged.      These,  and  similar 
subjects,  are  frequently  discusse<l  by  the  pupils  with  their  parents,  and 
I  confidently  hope  the  latter  will  fc^oon  yield  their  prejudices,  and  be 
ultimately  induced  to  adopt  a  judicious  system  of  farm  management. 

Concluding  Observations^  <tc. — The  Kev.  Joseph  »Sheahan,  p.p.,  the 
manager,  who  i.s  ever  solicitous  for  the  welfare  of  his  parishioners, 
»till  keeps  a  vigilant  eye  to  the  progress  of  this  school  and  farm.  I  am 
working  on  without  any  other  co-openition;  and  I  am  proud  to  hear  the 
people  in  the  locality  acknowledge  that  the  saying  "  schoolmasters  are 
bad  farmers,"  is  not  only  inapplicable  in  my  case,  but  that  they  appear 
anxious  to  "  take  a  leaf  out  of  my  book,"  in  order  to  insure  success  in 
their  own  management. 

Daniel  Callaghan,  Teacher. 


[Summary,  &c. 
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APteN]>ix  I.      13.  Peakm  Ordinabt  Aoricultubal  School  Farm,  County  Glare. 

^•^P^p^  Agricultural  Instruction. — There  are  no  boarders,  nor  is  there  an 
witrick's^port,  "Industrial  paid  Class."    Those  pupils  capable  of  receiving  instruction 

in  agriculture  are  so  instructed  for  one  hour  each  day,  either  in  the 

Jl/flS^*  school-room  or  on  the  farm,  and  I  have  to  report  that  both  the  atten- 
"'^  tion  and  proficiency  of  the  pupils  continue  very  satisfactory ;  besides 
there  being  an  increased  number. 

Model  Farm. — In  my  Eeport  for  the  year  1853, 1  stated  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  farm  as  to  extent^  rotation,  dfc,  which  continue 
unchanged;  and  I  have  now  but  to  express  a  hope  that  the  profits 
appearing  in  the  balance  sheet  will  be  considered  satisfactory,  and 
show  that  my  farm  management  has  been  successful. 

Live  Stock. — In  previous  years  I  could  not  keep  more  than  two  cows 
and  two  heifers ;  but  having  the  land  in  a  better  state  of  cultivation 
this  year,  I  was  able  to  keep  an  additional  cow,  as  well  as  a  greater 
number  of  pigs.  The  produce  of  the  dairy  was  used  by  my  family, 
except  some  butter  sold,  the  amount  of  which  appears  in  the  balance 
sheet. 

Manures. — I  had  no  occasion  to  purchase  any  extraneous  manures 
this  year,  as  there  was  an  abundance  of  farm-yard  manure.  I  had 
always  a  supply  of  dried  peat-mould  at  hand  to  place  behind  the  cows 
to  absorb  the  liquid ;  by  this  means  what  would  otherwise  be  lost  was 
preserved  in  the  absence  of  a  tank,  which  I  hope  shortly  to  be  able  to 
construct.  I  may  here  state  that  I  have  not  taken  into  account  the 
value  of  the  straw,  or  the  second  and  third  cuttings  of  grass,  as  I  did 
not  charge  the  fiirm  with  the  value  of  the  manure  accumulated. 

Permanent  Improvement. — The  only  permanent  improvement  under- 
taken on  the  £ELrm  this  year  was  the  building  an  enclosing  wall  round 
the  haggard,  which  is  not  yet  finished,  and  on  which  account  L  have 
not  taken  credit  for  it  under  the  head  of  unexhausted  improvements. 

At  the  commencement  of  my  farming  operations,  and  for  a  long  time 
subsequent,  I  had  many  difficulties  to  contend  with,  such  as  the  pre- 
judice  of  the  people  in  not  allowing  their  children  to  work  on  the  fiarm, 
and  the  impoverished  condition  and  unseemly  state  of  the  land  when 
it  came  into  my  hands ;  but  now,  I  hope,  I  have  these  impediments  in 
a  great  measure  removed.  The  pupils  M^ork  cheerfully  and  diligently 
when  required,  and  I  will  for  the  future  have  very  little  trouble  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  feirm. 

Progress  of  Agricultural  Improvement  in  this  Locality, — Although  in 
this  very  backward  district  of  the  country,  circumstances  are  opposed 
to  the  small  farmers  carrying  out  the  "improved  system"  of  huslnindry, 
yet  I  can  assert  with  confidence  that  much  good  has  been  effected  by 
the  working  of  this  model  farm,  coupled  with  my  efforts  to  disseminate 
whatever  share  of  agricultural  knowledge  I  possess. 

I  have  been  frequently  consulted  on  the  kind  and  quantity  of  grasses 
to  be  sown,  and  the  best  and  surest  way  to  preserve  and  apply  manures 
to  the  different  green  crops ;  and  in  every  instance  I  found  that  those 
who  acted  upon  my  advice  had  reason  to  be  thankful. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  another  step  in  the  right  direction 
if  the  Commissioners  would  award  a  grant  for  the  payment  of  a  certain 
number  of  boys  as  an  "  Industrial  Class"  in  schools  situate,  as  this,  in 
impoverished  districts,  and  where  local  aid  cannot  be  procured.  Such 
an  arrangement  would  conduce  more  than  any  other  I  am  aware  of  to 
direct  the  minds  of  the  youths  attending  our  schools  towards  improved 
agricultural  management,  whether  in  the  cultivation  of  their  own  farms, 
or  the  farms  of  others  who  may  employ  them  as  labourers. 

Michael  Morisst,  Teacher. 
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14.  Pabtebn  Obdinaet  Agwcultubal  School,  County  Clare.  Appendix  I. 

January,  1855.     JJ-^f^f 
Agricultural   Class. — The  nainber  in   this    class  (thirty)  remains  patrick'sReport. 
nil  changed  since  last  Report,  and  its  members  continue  to  evince  the       p^i^Zen 
BSLjne  desire  for  improvement  in  agriculture,  both  in  theory  and  prac-   Modd  Farm, 
ticc  ;  especially  the  latter,  as  they  often  solicit  me  to  allow  them  to  go 
out  to  work. 

Industrial  Class. — This  class  consists  of  four  boys,  as  heretofore,  who 
are  eminently  useful  for  performing  the  light  work ;  but  they  begin 
to  feel  dissatisfied  with  the  small  remuneration. 

Model  Farm, — In  the  culture  of  potatoes  I  have  tried  bog-mould  this 
laat  season  again,  by  applying  it  at  the  time  of  planting  along  with  the 
manure,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  tubers  from  disease,  and, 
1  am  happy  to  state,  with  the  most  beneficial  result,  as  scarcely  any 
of  the  tubers  suffered,  although  the  stalks  were  much  blighted.     The 
wheat  sown  in  drills,  and  laid  down  with  grass  seeds,  produced  about 
340  stone  per  acre,  Irish;  while  that  sown  broadcast  produced  no  more 
than  260  stone;  the  soil  being  lea,  dug  into  beds, and  the  seed  covered 
from  the  alleys.     The  clover,  sown  with  the  wheat  in  drills  last  April, 
looks  very  promising  now,  so  that  I  would  strongly  recommend  sowing 
in  drills,  when  the  land  is  to  be  laid  down  with  grass;  as  the  hoeing  in 
spring,  to  cover  the  grass  seed,  eradicates  weeds,  renews  tbe  soil,  and 
assists  to  invigorate  the  wheat  plants  very  much.     A  decided  instance 
of  this  came  under  my  notice  last  spring,  where  part  of  the  wheat  was 
turned  quite  brown,  from  the  ravages  of  the  wire-worm,  after  hoeing, 
it  gradually  became  perfectly  green  again,  although  there  was  no  rain 
in  the  interim.    There  is  also  a  great  saving  of  seed,  ten  stone  being 
sufficient  to  sow  an  Irish  acre  when  drilled.   The  planl  followed  in  sow- 
ing the  seed  is  to  open  drills  two  feet  apart,  with  a  common  one-horse 
plough,  shake  half  the  seed,  then  split  Uie  drills  and  deposit  the 
remainder  of  the  s^d,  and  level  with  a  harrow  drawn  along  the  drills. 
This  leaves  the  wheat  drills  twelve  inches  asunder,  which  gives  room 
enough  for  hoeing  between  the  lines  in  spring. 

The  greatest  drawback  I  now  labour  under  is  the  want  of  more  land, 
and  there  appears  almost  an  impossibility  of  getting  any;  as,  with  my 
present  little  holding,  I  can  never  realise  any  thing  of  a  respectable 
profit. 

Live  Stock, — These  I  exclusively  house-feed,  both  in  summer  and 
winter;  as  I  have  no  standing  or  paddock,  except  the  3rard,  nor  any 
chance  of  any,  as  such  cannot  be  had  here  on  any  terms.  Part  of  the 
produce  is  used  by  the  family,  and  the  remainder  sold  in  Limerick. 

Manures, — I  have  always  a  supply  o£  bog-mould  at  hand  to  cover  the 
manure  with,  after  each  making-up;  and  by  means  of  the  liquid  appli- 
cation, I  was  enabled  to  obtain  fiye  cuttings  off  a  part  of  the  grass  divi« 
sion  this  last  season.  I  prepare  stimulating  majiures  myself,  so  that  I 
have  no  occasion  to  purchase  any. 

Progress  of  Improvement, — The  farmers  in  this  locality  are  rapidly 
improving  in  their  practice,  especially  in  the  growing  of  green  fallow 
crops;  and  a  few,  who  have  leases,  and  who  are  not  in  dread  of  being 
deprived  of  the  fruits  of  their  industry,  are  draining  extensively,  level- 
ling internal  fences  (of  which  there  are  plenty),  and  even  sub-soiling; 
but  I  cannot  presume  to  ascribe  them  to  the  working  of  the  model 
farm,  althougli  I  flatter  myself  that  it  is  to  a  certain  extent  useful  in 
this  way. 

John  0*D&a,  Teacher. 
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Appendix  I.  15.  KiLLAOOLLA  Obdinabt  AaBicuLTiniAL  National  School,  County 
II.  Appendix  Limerick. 

to  Dr.  Kirk-  ^  loirir 

pfttrick'sReport.  January,  looo, 

KillacoUa         AgricuUurcU  Instruction, — The  attendance  and  progress  of  the  pupils 
Modd  Farm,  composing  the  Agricultui*a]  Class  continues  satisfactory. 

No  Industrial  Class  ha^^  yet  been  formed,  though  I  am  coavinced  the 
want  of  such  a  class  greaUy  counteracts  our  usefulness ;  and  in  order 
to  carry  out  the  system  as  it  ought,  I  would  pay  two  of  the  boys 
myself,  should  it  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Commissioners  to  appoint 
euch  a  class  in  this  school. 

Model  Farm, — The  extent  of  the  farm  and  course  of  cropping  fol- 
lowed, being  stated  in  my  former  report,  I  consider  it  unnecessary  to 
describe  them  here,  as  no  change  has  been  made  in  those  respects. 
The  part  of  the  farm  intended  for  green  crops  was  subsoiled  in  October 
last  to  the  depth  of  sixteen  inches,  and  left  exposed  in  raised  ridges  till 
required  to  be  prepared  in  spring.  I  have  put  down  one  rood  of 
yetches  and  some  cabbages  as  stolen  crops. 

Live  Stock, — I  have  sidded  a  cow  to  the  number  of  cattle  supported 
on  the  farm  last  year. 

Manure, — I  hare  carefully  attended  to  this  important  element  of 
good  farming,  impressing  on  the  minds  of  the  children  the  necessity  of 
collecting  every  material  that  would  augment  or  improve  it,  particu- 
larly the  scouring  of  dikes  and  ditches,  road  scraping,  together  with 
all  weeds  collected  off  the  farm,  mixing  the  compost  in  alternate  layers 
with  the  farm-yard  dung  as  early  as  possible  in  the  year,  that  the  com- 
post may  be  decomposed  and  have  the  desired  effect  on  the  soil. 

Progress  of  Agricultural  Improvement. — I  am  happy  to  state  that  I 
notice  a  very  marked  ifaiprovement  in  the  management  of  the  crops  of 
this  locality,  particularly  on  the  farms  of  the  parents  of  those  boys  who 
have  been  most  attentive  to  my  instructions. 

I  again  beg  leave  to  bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that  the  pupils  are 
rather  stimulated  than  retarded  in  their  literary  studies  by  a  judicious 
course  of  instruction  in  the  principles  of  agriculture. 

Danl.  Cusack,  Teacher. 
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16.   GaBRTHILL  OttDINAEY  AGRICULTURAL  NATIONAL  ScHOOL,  CoUIlty       AppkKPIX  I. 

Carlow.  II.  Appendix 

Agricultural  Instruction  is  given  half  an  hour  each  day.     There  are  ^trict.gRejIort. 

at  present  tv/elve  pupils  in  the  agricultuial  clas^,  who,  as  they  daily         

perceive   the  practical    utility  ot    agricultural    knowledge,   feel   an    J'^T^^ 
increasing  interest  in,  and  pay  proportionate  .Attention  to,  their  studies. 
The  amount  of  the  pupils*  progress  in   this  useful  study  may  he  esti- 
mated from  the  following  observations  extracted  from  the  Daily  Report 
Book  :— 

September  2ath,  1H."4 Visited  this  school ;  nnd  was  much  pleased  vith  the 

proficiency  of  the  scholars  in  the  Agricultural  Class,  as  well  as  with  the  clean- 
liuesa  and  good  management  of  the  farm. 

Bessborough. 
C.  Bessborough. 

Sept.  28th.-- Visited  this  school ;  was  happy  to  find  that  the  oranpre  jelly 
— a  species  of  turnip  only  last  year  introduced  into  this  locality — has  succeeded 
so  well  un«ler  the  niana;^'emcnt  of  tlie  teacher.  The  experiment  cannot  fail  to 
realize  beneficial  results  among  the  farming  cl.isses.  Some  of  tlie  turnips  alluded 
to,  which  I  have  seen  on  tiie  farm,  can  pcarce  weigh  less  than  ten  pounds 
each.  Pleased  with  the  answering  of  the  Agricultural  Class  of  pupils.  Had 
not  leisure  to  test  the  proficiency  of  the  others. 

WILLIA5I   KiNSELLA,  R.C.C,  BagUalstOWU. 

The  cultivation  of  the  model  farm  has  been  attended  with  much 
success.  I  have  been  awarded  a  medal  for  my  green  crops,  together 
with  a  money  premium,  for  a  heifer,  from  the  Jarone  Agricultural 
Society. 

Live  Stock  and  Dairy  Management  remain  tlie  same  as  explained  in 
my  previous  Reports,  and  the  results  continue  to  be  most  satisfactory. 

Manure  is  collected,  preserved,  and  applied  in  the  same  careful  and 
judicious  manner  as  in  previous  years. 

Permanent  Improi'e7n€7itscouB\sied  in  the  lifting  and  removal  of  stones, 
which  have  not  yet  been  completely  cleared  from  the  laud. 

Agricultural  Improvement  in  this  neighbourhood  is  truly  gratifying. 
In  support  of  this  I  could  advance  many  opinions,  but  I  will  confine 
myself  to  one.  .The  Earl  of  Bessborough,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Iverk  Farming  Society,  held  in  Piltown,  county  Kilkenny,  in  Novem- 
ber last,  thus  expressed  himself : — 

"  It  appears  to  me  that  the  green  crops  have  not  that  weight,  nor  are  they 
quite  as  well  tilled  as  I  phould  wish  to  see  them.  I  believe  the  seasons  have 
been  against  them ;  but  I  may  tell  you,  who  live  in  the  rich  vale  of  Iverk,  that 
while  I  was  in  the  county  of  Carlow,  where  the  land  for  green  crops  ought  not  to 
be  as  good  as  yours— where  they  had  the  same  seasons,  the  same  weather — they 
had  better  green  crops  than  yours ;  and  how  could  they  acquire  these  except  by 
the  use  of  a  great  quantity  of  manure,  and  paying  attention  to  the  tillage  of  the 
land.  I  was  delighted  with  the  mode  in  wliich  tlie  turnip  fields  in  the  county 
of  Carlow  were  tilled,  and  I  would  wish  my  county  Kilkenny  tenants  to  imitate 
my  county  Carlow  tenants,  and  till  their  land  as  well." 

In  conclusion  I  beg  to  state  that  the  Earl  of  Bessborough  continues 
his  liberal  aid  and  encouragement,  through  his  excellent  agent,  J. 
Blachet,  Esq. 

His  lordship  has  built  a  residence  for  me  on  the  farm,  which,  besides 
being  comfortably  arranged,  is  most  conveniently  situated  to  the  out- 
offices,  4&c.,  as  to  facilitate  my  attendance  to  the  stock  and  to  the 
ordinary  business  of  the  model  farm. 

L.  Ryan,  Teacher, 
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Appendix  I.         17.  Twomilehousk  Ordinaby  Agricultubal  National  School, 
II.  Appendix  County  Kildare. 

toDr   Kirk- 

patrick'sReport.  January,  1855. 

TufomUehouM  Agricultural  Instruction. — I  feel  gratified  in  being  enabled  to  report 
Model  t'anu.  an  increase  of  seven  pupils  in  the  Agricultural  Class  for  the  past  year, 
and  that  the  pupils  composing  it  continue  to  evince  the  same  careful 
application  to,  and  marked  progress  in,  their  agricultural  lessons  which 
have  so  often  met  with  the  approbation  of  the  Agricultural  Inspector 
and  other  visiters. 

Model  Farm. — The  particulars  of  the  farm,  an<l  the  system  of  crop- 
ping carried  out  thereon,  continue  the  same  as  explained  in  my  pre- 
vious Kcports,  except  that  as  regards  the  cattle,  I  have,  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  Bro^'^an,  efTectcd  an  alteration  in  the  arraufjemeiU  of  the 
crops  so  as  to  ensure  their  regular  succession  for  tiie  future  ;  and  aLso, 
having  no  land  inmiediately  attached  to  my  residence,  I  have  laid  off 
a  portion  of  the  farm  to  be  cultivated  as  a  kitchen  garden  on  an 
improved  plan,  the  example  of  which  will  be  of  much  benefit  to  the 
pupils.  The  cropping  of  the  past  year  was  highly  successful,  and  the 
efticiency  of  the  cultivation  met  the  unqualified  approval  of  all  who 
inspected  it. 

Permanent  IwproveineriU, — No  works  of  this  nature  were  efrecte<l  or 
required  on  the  farm  ;  but  a  considerable  deal  has  been  done  in  the 
farm-yard,  where  I  have  erected  a  new  range  of  offices,  comprising 
bam,  dairy,  piggery  and  root-shed. 

With  the  increased  facilities  which  will  be  afforded  by  the  foregoing 
improvements,  I  expect  that  the  working  and  success  of  the  agricultural 
department  will  be  gieatly  promoted,  and  its  efficiency  as  an  example 
of  improved  husbandry  to  the  neighbourhood,  and  as  a  training  ground 
for  our  growing-up  farmers  and  labourers,  will  be  greatly  enhanced. 

Patrick  Walsh,  Teacher. 
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18.  OoNiHG  Oedinary  Agrioultueal  National  School,  Co.  Eilkenny.  Appendix  I. 

January  7th,  1855.      ^j^P^^jf.* 

Agricultural  Class, — Of  tbis  class  I  feel  happy  to  eay  that,  during  p»trick»8Report, 
their  time  of  attendance  at  school,  their  application  to  study  and  the       ^~T 
proficiency  acquired  have  given  both  me  and  their  parents  ample  satis-  ModdFarm. 
&>ction. 

ModdFarm, — The  degree  of  success  consequent  on  my  labours  for 
the  last  year  has  been  very  satisfactory,  inasmuch  as  the  profit  realised 
exceeds  that  of  any  of  the  preceding  years,  which  I  attribute  in  a 
great  measure  to  the  care  bestowed  on  the  cultivation,  as  well  as  to  the 
considerably  enhanced  price  of  every  species  of  £B,rm  produce. 

Live  Stock, — I  regret  I  have  to  state  that  I  lost  a  cow  last  February 
by  that  destructive  and  almost  incurable  disease,  plenrapneumonia,  which 
has  made  extensive  ravages  in  this  neighbourhood,  one  farmer  losing 
twenty-one  out  of  twenty-two  cows  by  it.  I  could  not  prudently  replace 
her,  as  a  neighbour  had  a  diseased  stock  during  the  whole  year  immedi- 
ately adjoining  my  premises,  and  it  would  be  dangerous  to  purchase 
another  while  the  contagion  remained.  Others  have  sold  their  cows 
to  avoid  the  danger,  and  none  of  them  have  as  yet  ventured  to  replace 
them,  fearing  that  the  infection  is  not  yet  quite  cleared  away. 

Manures, — ^Although  some  deficioDcy  must  be  presumed  to  exist  in 
the  supply  of  manure  through  the  loss  of  the  cow,  I  have,  by  unre- 
mitting exertions  in  collecting  from  the  farm  every  substance  available 
for  being  turned  into  manure,  and  also  by  the  keeping  of  some  pigs, 
procured  a  supply,  almost  abundant  enough,  for  maintaining  the  fer- 
tility of  the  farm.  The  deficiency  I  have  supplied  by  the  purchase  of 
bone  manure.  lu  the  formation  of  the  manure  heap,  alternate  layers 
of  absorbent  earth  have  been  mixed  with  the  dung,  in  order  to  prevent 
decomposition  going  on  too  rapidly,  and  also  to  preserve  the  gases 
generated  during  that  process. 

AgricuUural  Improvement  has  recently  so  rapidly  progressed  in  this 
locality,  that  I  might  presume  to  say  there  cannot  be  found  even  an 
isolated  instance  of  successional  grain  cropping  j  the  alternate  system 
of  husbandry  and  house-feeding  cattle  are  generally  practised  ',  and  the 
beneficial  results  of  a  sound,  scientific  and  judicious  system  of  farm 
culture  are  apparent  both  in  the  improved  fertility  of  the  land  and  the 
comfortable  condition  of  the  cultivators. 

John  Bodoebs,  Teacher. 


[SinaffAETyAe. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


S93 

Afprmdix  I. 

n.  Appendix 
to  Dr.  Kirk- 
pfttrick^sReport 

OontM 
ModdFarm, 


Appendix  to  Twm^ty-firat  Report  of  Commisaioners      [1854. 


00 


•J 
PQ 


(A 

< 


-^    »0    Ci    O    '*  O  © 

«•     t^    ^     O     C4       I     (N  1^ 

<^    <H«    1^    u)    ^  O  ^ 

-3a 

.1  I 
N  .§   . 

•       •       •       •      •    5^     es       • 

O    ^ 

▼  -is  o    c 

so  +»    -ti 

.  2   -g  P.  2    g 

o<}    CC    S    I  ^1 

c  «  c^  p  w  8  '^  o 

^  ^    ^    c 

1     »=    =    =     :=|9    I 

s  1^  f 

S  o     «     ? 

g  ^         .         .  ^        .       g  g 


-♦*•• 

c 

I 

u s 

s  ?. 

s  » 

f 2"  i  ^  ; 

3  ..                                 .m     C     S     O     3     fcO 

3    o      ,.  CO    fl   •- 

C  iT     »H     ^     fr«                                                            ^ 

5;  g  -s  h:;  ^                                *: 

c  § 

2         .- .-.'§ 

§         '    '    •    -^ 


CO 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1854.] 


of  National  Education  in  Ireland. 


393 


Afpknoix  I. 

II.  Appendix 
to  Dr.  Kirk- 
pfttrick'sRepoit. 

Ooniug 
Model  farm. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


394  Appendix  to  Twenty-first  Report  of  Conimissmiers  [1854. 

APPE5PIX  I.         19.  PiLTOWN  Ordinary  Agricultural  School,  Co.  Kilkenny. 
IL  A^dix  January  5,  1855. 

to  Dr.  Kirk-  Agricultural  Instruction  is  given  in  the  school-room  daily,  for  the 

pfttrick'B Report,  space  of  half  an  hour,  to  a  class  of  twenty  pupils.     The  course  of 
Piltmen       instruction  consists  of  the  elements  of  scientific  agriculture,  combined 
Model  Farm,   with  the  practical  details  of  farm  operations. 

The  ^^  Industrial  Class,^*  which  at  present  consists  of  eight  pupils, 
receives  instruction  with  the  agricultural  class,  of  which  it  forms  a 
part;  and  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
with  their  diligence  and  attention,  both  to  their  studies  in  school,  and 
to  their  work  on  the  farm. 

It  is  gratifying  to  the  patron  and  friends  of  this  institution,  as  well 
as  to  myself,  that  while  the  pupils  are  making  respectable  progress  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  improved  system  of  agriculture,  they  are  also 
progressing  favourably  in  their  literary  instruction.  Of  the  eight 
pupils  in  the"  industrial  class*'  last  year,  six  have  received  situations — 
four  as  farm  servants,  for  which  they  were  well  qualified  by  their  pre- 
*  vious  training  here,  one  as  shop  assistant,  and  one  as  pupil-teacher  in 
the  Clonmel  Model  Schools. 

Model  Farm. — Since  November  last,   the  model  farm  has  been 
increased  from  6a.  2r.  2p.,  statute  measure,  to  8a.  2r.  18p.     One  acre* 
•  of  the  recent  addition  is  in  preparation  for  being  laid  down  to  perma- 

nent pasture,  as  a  paddock  for  the  cows,  on  which  they  will  be  turned 
out  for  the  space  of  three  or  four  hours  daily. 

It  being  now  four  years  since  I  took  charge  of  this  farm,  I  have  just 
completed  the  course  of  the  rotation ;  and,  as  I  anticipated  in  last  year's 
report,  the  results  of  the  past  year's  cultivation  have  been  attended  with 
greiiter  pecuniary  profit  than  those  of  any  previous  year.  The  profits 
arising  from  the  farm  last  year  were  £17  7«.  lOd.,  this  year  they  are 
much  increased,  being  £24  Ids.  4^c?.,  or  nearly  £4  per  statute  acre. 
As  I  am  still  determined  to  adhere  to  the  four-course  shift,  each  of  the 
divisions  will  be  enlarged. 

The  farm  being  now  in  an  improved  state,  and  as  I  will  have  no 
further  heavy  expenditure,  I  will  be  enabled  to  devote  all  my  energies 
to  carrying  out  the  objects  for  which  this  institution  was  established. 

Live  Sifick  and  Dairy  Manayement, — The  stock  at  present  on  the 
farm  consists  of  two  cows,  one  calf,  two  pigs,  and  one  donkey.  The 
cows  are  house- fed  throughout  the  year,  and,  although  I  have  kept 
only  two  cows,  the  returns  from  the  dairy  are  most  favourable,  being 
£15  18«.  8rf.,  besides  rearing  a  calf  and  feeding  pigs.  The  cattle  receive 
the  same  kind  of  treatment  which  I  detailed  in  last  year's  report,  so 
that  I  need  not  again  repeat  it  here. 

Manures. — The  manure  principally  used  on  the  form  is  obtained 
from  the  live  stock ;  the  liquid  being  carefully  preserved,  and  absorbed 
by  rich  vegetable  mould,  and  then  mixed  with  the  straw  and  litter  of 
the  piggery  and  cow-house.  From  the  favourable  results  which 
attended  the  application  of  ground  bones  last  year,  and  of  which  I 
reported  the  experiments  in  last  year's  report,  I  used  them  in  conjunc- 
tion with  farm-yard  dung,  to  all  my  green  crops  this  year,  and  from  the 
results,  I  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  their  efficiency  as  an 
auxiliary  manure;  but  I  would  not  recommend  their  application  edone 
for  the  production  of  a  crop,  unless  the  land  was  in  a  comparatively 
fertile  state.  The  bones  were  used  in  a  fermented  state,  and  mixed 
with  two  or  three  times  their  bulk  of  ashes  or  vegetable  mould. 

Progress  of  Agriculture  in  this  locality, — That  agriculture  is  pro- 
gressing favourably  in  this  locality  is  evidenced  by  the  improved 
breeds  of  cattle,  and  the  large  extent  of  ground  under  green  ^ow 
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crops.     The  same  active  agents  tbat  I  mentioned  last  year  are  in  full   Appendix  I. 
operation  for  carrying  out  the  improvement  of  the  district.  jj  ^IZ^ai, 

I  would  beg  to  submit  the  following  returns  of  stock  and  crops  in  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
this  locality  for  1854 :—  prtrick'sRepoct. 


Stock. 

1854. 

1858. 

Inoroaae. 

I>«orMse. 

Horses, 
Bulls,     . 
Cows,    . 
Two-year  olds. 
Yearlings,      . 
Calves, 
Sheep,  . 
Xambs, 
Pigs,      .       . 

569 

40 

2,624 

274 

657 
1,099 
1,069 

634 
3,888 

647 
45 

2,396 
208 
566 

1,209 
760 
476 

2,268 

22 

128 
66 
91 

309 

158 

1,620 

5 
110 

Crops. 
Potatoes, 
Turnips, 
Mangels, 
Carrots, 
Parsnips, 
Cabbages,      . 
Clover, 
Grasses,  sown. 
Meadow  &  pasture. 
Wheat; 
Oats,     . 
Vetches, 
Barley, 

A.      R.      p. 

892     2     3 

648     0    0 

114     0     0 

4    3  18 

3     0    0 

53     1  32 

66     2     8 

843     3  13 

13,224     1   14 

633     1  24 

2,231     3  34 

16     3  18 

140     3  28 

A.     B.     P. 

803     1   28 

733     3     4 

127     3  24 

4     3  17 

4     3  17 

71     1     3 

48     2  15 

1,098    0  37 

11,339     2  )0 

498     3  24 

2,501     0  18 

12     3     3 

176     2     9 

A.     R.     p. 
89    0  15 

17     3  33 

1,884     3     ^ 
134     2     0 

4*0  15 

A.     B.     P. 

86     3    4 
13     3  24 

I     3  17 
17     3  11 

254     1  24 

269    0  24 
35     2  21 

Piliown 
Model  Farm, 


In  comparing  the  above  returns,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  great 
increase  in  the  stock  of  this  year  as  compared  with  last,  especially 
cows,  sheep,  lambs,  and  pigs.  There  is  a  falling  off  in  the  extent  of 
ground  under  turnips,  mangels,  and  cabbages;  but  there  is  a  corres- 
ponding increase  in  the  extent  under  potatoes,  clover,  vetches,  and 
•pasture.  On  the  whole,  the  extent  of  manured  fallow  crop  this  year  is 
nearly  equal  to  that  of  last,  while  the  extent  of  vetches,  clover,  and 
meadow  is  much  greater.  There  is  a  considerable  decrease  in  the 
quantity  of  grain  cultivated;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  will  be  observed 
that  the  culture  of  the  better  variety  (wheat)  is  increasing;  no  bad 
indication  of  the  improving  condition  of  the  soil. 

The  school  gardens  are  still  continuing  to  hold  a  prominent  position 
among  the  various  agencies  instituted  for  the  improvement  of  the  youth 
of  this  district.  From  the  beneficial  results  of  the  last  year,  I  have 
been  induced  to  enlarge  the  plots  for  the  coming  year.  Being  fully 
impressed  with  the  usefulness  of  this  important  branch  of  industrial 
education,  I  am  determined  in  future  to  devote  more  of  my  time  and 
attention  to  its  working. 

From  the  fact  of  most  of  the  cottagers  and  villagers  here  having  a 
small  plot  of  ground,  varying  from  a  quarter  to  half  an  acre,  attached  to 
their  dwellings,  this  system  of  training  will  be  most  useful  to  the  pupils 
now  and  in  after  life,  as  it  will  enable  them  to  cultivate  their  little 
gardens  to  the  greatest  advantage,  and  enable  them  to  live  more 
respectably  and  comfortably. 

Were  it  not  for  the  kind  and  liberal  attention  of  my  noble  patron,  the 
Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Bessborough,and  his  much  respected  agent, 
J.  Black et^  Esq.,  to  whom  I  beg  to  tender  my  grateful  thanks,  this  insti- 
tution would  not  be  in  the  £Ekvourable  position  it  has  now  attained* 


RoBBBT  S.  OnHHnroHAii;,  Teacher. 
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398  Appendix  to  Twenty-Jirst  Report  of  CcnnmUHoners    [1854. 

Appendix  I.         gQ.  Eatoath  Obdinabi  Aqbicultubal  School,  County  Meath. 

to  Dr^ iCirk-'^         -^9^^^^^^  Boarders. — Tliere  are  none  specially  entered   in  this 
patrick'sRcport  department;  but  of  thirty  other  boarders,  seventeen  receive  agricultural 

instruction,  who,  with  seven  day  pupils,  make  twenty-four;  showing 

MaMF^  an  increase  of  twelve  in  the  agricultural  class  over  last  year.  The 
boys  in  this  class  receive  daily  instructions  in  the  various  subjects  of 
improved  husbandry,  to  which  they  pay  the  utmost  attention.  They 
are  not  only  willing,  but  most  anxious  to  work,  there  being  no  instance 
of  either  a  boarder  or  day  pupil  refusing  to  assist  in  the  farm  operations 
The  Farm, — The  crops  were  fair,  and  the  profits  remunerative,  as 
may  be  seen  by  the  balance  sheet.  I  cannot  say  that  there  is  any  thing 
peculiar  in  my  mode  of  cultivation,  as  I  only  adhere  steadily  to  the 
rules  which  are  generally  successful  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Live  Stock, — The  cows  and  calves  are  house-fed  from  the  first  of 
November  to  the  first  of  May,  on  mangel,  turnips,  rape,  cabbages,  and 
hay,  and  always  kept  in  prime  condition.  The  stock  being  necessarily 
large,  and  the  farm  being  small,  it  would  be  impossible  to  house-feed 
the  cows  in  summer,  and  I  am,  therefore,  obliged  to  take  pasturage.  I 
have  the  advantage  of  being  supplied  with  the  choicest  grass,  very  near 
the  house,  at  a  moderate  expense.  The  produce  of  the  dairy  is  all 
used  in  the  house  by  the  resident  pupils,  and  the  supply  is  always 
equal  to  the  large  demand.  The  pigs  are  fed  on  potatoes,  mangel, 
turnips,  cabbage,  and  the  refuse  of  the  kitchen. 

T/te  Manure  is  collected  in  winter  from  the  cow-house  and  piggery ; 
during  the  summer  the  weeds  are  carried  home,  and  mixed  and  covered 
up  with  earth.  There  is  a  proper  receptacle  now  constructed  for  the 
manure  which  does  not  allow  a  particle  to  escape. 

Permanent  Improvement, — A  cow-house  has  been  built  this  year  in 
a  convenient  place,  capable  of  accommodating  eight  beasts. 

This  neighbourhood  exhibits  a  decided  improvement  in  agriculture; 
but  I  should  not  attribute  too  much  of  the  merit  to  myself.  However, 
I  can  say  with  confidence  that  all  the  boys  attending  this  school  show 
an  evident  taste  for  improved  husbandry. 

Thomas  Giujb,  Teacher. 
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400  Appendix  to  Twenty-first  Report  of  Commissioners     [1854. 

Appendix  I.         21.  Kilskyeb  Ordin Anil  AGRICULTURAL  School,  County  Meatb. 
II.  Appendix  January  8,  1855. 

to  Dr.  kirk-  ^  ^  ^      ' 

patrick'sReport.      Agricultural  Instruction. — A  class,  varying  from  twenty  t«  fifty  boys, 
j.~         has  been  instructed  during  tbe  year,  on  the  most  useful  principles  «f 
Model  Farm,  practical  and  theoretic  agriculture;  and  the  progress  eifected  in  this 
department  of  their  instruction  is  pretty  fair,  considering  their  capabi- 
lities, all  being  young. 

"  T/u  Industrial  Class,'''  paid  by  tbe  Commissioners,  continues  to  give 
satisfaction.  Several  parents  ask  it  ajs  a  particular  favour  to  bave 
their  children  admitted  when  vacancies  occur.  Tliis' desire  is  cbictiy 
evinced  by  the  poorer  classes,  who  admit  that  such  remunerative  aid, 
little  as  it  may  l)e,  tends  to  prolong  their  attendance  at  school. 

The  noble  proprietor,  tbe  Earl  of  Fingall,  appreciating  the  merits  of 
such  industrial  training,  has  kindly  promised  an  annual  contribution  of 
£5,  from  which  the  most  beneficial  results  may  be  anticipated. 

The  Agricultural  Class  is  steadily  increasing,  as  compared  with  the 
previous  years.  The  number  of  boys  attending  the  school  is  now  very 
large,  from  1)0  to  100  daily,  whose  attention  to  study  in  literary, 
as  well  as  agricultural  pursuits,  still  warrants  the  approbation  of  the 
Inspector,  Mr.  Hunter,  who  reported  very  fa vourably  at  his  last  exami- 
nation, when  he  visited  the  model  farm,  and  expressed  himself  highly 
gratified  with  the  appearauce  of  the  diftcrent  crops,  and  mode  of  treats* 
ment. 

Model  Farm. — The  farm  now  presents  a  rich  and  fertile  appearance, 
far  surpassing  the  expectations  of  its  most  sanguine  friends.  The 
Italian  rye-grass  is  greatly  admired  for  its  luxuriant  appearance,  being 
now  (  8th  January)  fully  fourteen  inches  high.  The  oat  crop  grew  to 
such  a  degree  before  getting  into  ear,  that  if  I  did  not  get  the  top  cut 
off,  the  whole  would  lodge,  and  turn  out  quite  nnprotitable.  These 
facts  show  that  our  system,  when  judiciously  exercised,  is  capable  of 
improving  to  an  extraordinary  degree,  the  very  worst  description  of 
land,  as  this  little  farm  had  been,  prior  to  its  coming  into  my  posses- 
sion. The  green  crops  were,  good,  particularly  tbe  mangels  and  turnips, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  return  of  statistics  and  cropping. 
The  potatoes,  though  attacked  by  the  prevalent  disease,  were  exceed- 
ingly beneficial. 

Live  Stock, — There  are  at  present  one  cow,  one  three-year  obi  heifer, 
two  two-years  old,  and  one  calf,  all  my  own  rearing;  together  with 
two  pigs,  which  will  be  fed  from  the  produce  of  the  farm^  with  the 
addition  of  one  and  a-half  tons  of  bay  and  two  of  turni|>s.  That  the 
advantages  of  this  management  may  be  understood,  I  should  notice 
that,  in  tbe  early  part  of  tbe  present  summer,  I  received  the  sum  of 
£2G  58.  for  a  three  year  old  heifer  in  calf,  purchased  by  P.  J.  Kearney, 
Esq.,  J.P.,  Milltown  House,  whose  judgment  and  knowledge  of  stock 
are  universally  recognised.  I  purchased  two  cows  in  October,  18j3, 
for  £17  7a.  6(Z.,  and  sold  them  the  following  May  for  £2G  lOs. 

Manures, — In  consequence  of  feeding  a  large  number  of  stock,  in 
proportion  to  tbe  extent  of  the  farm,  there  is,  at  all  seasons,  an  abund- 
ance of  farm^yard  manure,  which  is  applied  in  the  usual  way  for  green 
crops.  I  also  top-dress  the  grass-plot  after  tbe  first  cutting,  producing 
thereby  as  abundant  a  second  crop  as  the  first.  Hence  tbe  advantage 
of  having  an  ample  supply  of  manure. 

Permanent  Improvements. — There  bave  been  no  pennanent  improve- 
ments of  any  account  efiected  this  year;  Mr.  Brogan  being  of  opinion 
that  the  most  required  at  present  is  that  of  tbe  farm-yard  and  cow-shed, 
which  I  hope  to  accomplish  next  summer. 
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I^rogress  of  Agricultural  Improvement, — ^Any  person  acquainted  with  Appendix  L 
this  locality,  and  recollecting  its  neglected  and  imperfect  cultivation  in  jj^  ApMudix 
former  years,  cannot  Call  to  discover  a  marked  improvement  in  the  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
general  superiority  of  the  crops,  and  the  extensive  adoption  of  green  txrtrick'aReport. 
crop  tillage,  which  may  he  considered  as  the  ground-work  of  this      kv^^ 
favourahle  change,  inasmuch  as  it  furnishes  the  Best  and  only  supply  MiMFarm, 
by  which  the  land  may  be  renovated,  and  thus  rendered  fit  to  repay 
the  expense  of  its  tillage. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  return  my  most  sincere  thanks  to  the  Eight 
Honourable  the  Earl  of  Fingall,  for  his  lordship's  kind  and  generous 
contribution,  which  will  greatly  promote  the  usefulness  of  the  indus- 
trial class,  and  the  permanent  prosperity  of  the  agricultural  department. 

Edwabd  Olaskb^  Teacher. 
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Appendix  I.     22.  Clonmellon  Ordinaey  Agbicultubal  School,  Co.  Westmeath. 
II.A^dix  ,  January  6, 1855. 

to  Dr.  Kirk.  Agricultural  Jnstructiofi, — The  number  of  pupils  in  the  agricultural 

patnck*8B«port.  ^|gjgg  ^^  present  is  eighteen,  all  of  whom  are  most  anxious  to  attend  to 
rionmefhm  agricultural  instruction,  and  willing  to  assist  at  such  operations  on  the 
Model Farmi  farm  as  they  are  able  to  perform.  Were  an  "industrial  class,"  as 
recommended  by  the  agricultural  Sub-Inspector,  established  here,  a 
more  regular  attendance  of  those  bojs  would  be  secured,  and,  thereby, 
a  more  extended  knowledge  of  the  principles  and  practice  of  improved 
husbandry  be  acquired  by  them.  I  have  every  reason  to  hope  that  this 
defect  will  be  remedied  without  loss  of  time. 

Model  Farm, — ^All  my  crops  are  more  than  usually  productive.  In 
an  especial  manner  the  potatoes  (chiefly  "  Scotch  Downs'*)  were  nearly 
all  sound,  and  of  superior  quality ;  there  being  only  about  five  cwt.  dam- 
aged in  upwards  of  three  tons  and  a-half.  The  oats  and  grass  were  likewise 
verjr  successful.  The  only  crop  of  which  I  can  compkin  is  the  turnips, 
which  turned  out  very  uneven.  This  failure  I  attribute,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  the  drills  having  been  made  very  shallow  to  receive  the 
manure,  and  raised  very  high  in  covering  it;  a  pkn  I  will  be  careful 
to  avoid  in  future. 

Live  Stock  and  Dairy  Management. — My  live  stock  at  present  con- 
sists of  only  one  cow,  having  lately  sold  a  heifer,  as  I  saw  many  die 
of  disease.  It  is  only  now  that  I  find  it  convenient  to  take  in  etore 
pigs,  not  having  a  properly  enclosed  yard.  I  have  nothing  of  interest 
to  say  on  my  dairy  management,  as  all  the  milk  and  butter  are  used 
by  my  family. 

Manures. — The  soil  on  the  division  intended  to  be  manured  this 
year  being  of  a  moory  kind,  I  am  making  up  the  manure  heap  with 
upland  earth,  instead  of  peat-mould.  The  whole  will  be  turned, 
broken  fine,  and  thoroughly  mixed,  previous  to  being  carted  to  the 
field.     No  extraneous  manures  are  used. 

FermaTient  Improvements. — Under  this  head  I  have  to  notice  that 
nearly  forty  perches  of  ditch  were  cleaned  and  deepened,  from  which  a 
large  quantity  of  valuable  manure  has  been  procured;  fifteen  perches 
of  boundary  fence  are  being  newly  made,  and  much  has  been  done  to 
efiect  an  egress  for  superfluous  water  from  one  division  of  this  iaam. 

Progress  of  Agricultural  Improvement, — The  comparative  success 
which  attended  the  potato  crop  for  the  last  two  years,  has  caused  a 
considerable  drawback  in  the  cultivation  of  other  green  crops  in  this 
locality.  At  the  same  time,  such  as  do  sow  turnips,  mangels,  and 
carrots,  pay  due  attention  to  the  preparation  of  the  soil  for  the  crop, 
as  well  as  to  the  after-culture.  This  is  especially  the  case  with  those 
small  cultivators  who  have  their  sons  attending  my  school,  and  who 
endeavour  to  imitate  the  operations  on  the  model  farm. 

Concluding  Obset^ations. — The  average  rate  of  wages,  as  exhibited 
in  my  return,  is  considerably  above  the  standard  here,  as  I  had  seldom 
occasion  to  employ  labourers,  except  in  the  reaping  time,  when  wages 
was  even  up  to  twenty -six  pence  aday.  The  light  work  on  the  fami 
was  a)l  done  by  the  boys  of  tlio  "  :i^riciiltunil  class."  The  bad  state  in 
whicli  part  of  the  bouinlary  foiico  has  hitherto  been,  prevented  me  fnmi 
raisiiif^  "stolen  crops,"  which  might  be  done  with  advantage;  but,  :is 
this  defect  has  boon  now  remedied;  I  exjiect,  iu  future,  to  grow  such  crops 
vAn-U  year.  I  have  f.ot  added  any  thing  to  the  credit  of  the  balance 
sheet  for  tlie  permanent  improvements  now  in  pro^res^.  othci'wise  my 
gain  on  the  year  would  he  about  £2  more  than  what  1  have  returned. 

MicpAKL  M*Df4i?iott,  Teacher. 
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23.  Ballikvallt  Otidinaet  Aorioumural  Natioital  School        Aptenptx  L 
and  Model  Farm  for  1854.  U  Aprondix 

30tb  December,  1854.      jiitrick'BReport, 
AgrkuUurdL  Instruction, — The  number  of  pupils  in  the  agricultural    BfJl^ivdlly 
ela^  now  amonntfl  to  thirty,  being  an  increase  of  thirteen  during  the   Modd  Famu 
year,  almost  doubling  the  number  of  last  year.     It  includes  the  most 
intelligent  boys  in  the  school,  who  are  docile  and  attentive.     Their 
proficiency  as  attested  by  ditTerent  reports  of  inspectors  and  visitors  is 
satisfactory. 

The  industrial  class  consists  of  eight  boys  selected  from  the  agricul* 
tural  class,  and  their  attendance  even  in  the  hardest  weather  is  mosfr 
punctual.  All  the  roaninU  labour  of  the  farm  (except  a  few  days  work 
a.t  harvesting  and  winter  digging)  has  been  performed  by  them  and 
myself,  as  I  make  it  a  practice  to  work  with  them  at  whatever  may  be 
in  progress.  My  aim  has  been  rather  to  prevent  them  from  over  exerting 
themselves  than  to  stimulate  them  to  exertion.  Though  a  large  share  of 
the  work  was  thus  performed  by  unpractised  hands,  yet  it  would  take  a 
''cultivated  eye"  to  discover  any  traces  of  unskilfulness.  Besides  the 
nsefol  practice  this  class  affords  the  pupils,  it  furnishes  an  excellent 
opportunity  of  moral  training,  as  there  was  not  a  single  act  of  defibe- 
rate  disobedience  during  the  year.  In  short,  it  has  enabled  me  to  impart 
a  respectable  amount  of  the  most  useful  agricultural  knowledge,  without 
that  exhausting  exertion  and  intense  application  otherwise  required. 

Model  Farm. — The  same  system  of  cropping  (four-course  shift)  itf 
still  adhered  to,  and  its  details  are  carefully  carried  out.  There  has 
heen  a  great  improvement  in  the  grain  crops  this  year,  which  were  as 
heavy  as  could  be  desired  ;  and  the  profit,  which  is  pretty  high,  belongs 
entirely  to  the  crops,  as  part  of  the  stock  bought  turned  out  unprofitable. 
And  here  I  am  reminded  of  a  pleasing  duty,  that  of  testifying  to  the 
liberality  of  my  patron,  who  refunded  me  £5,  the  entire  of  the  expense 
of  repairing  the  sheds  burned  last  year,  so  that  in  a  pecuniary  way  I 
have  been  this  year  particularly  fortunate.  In  order  to  render  the 
rotation  more  complete,  barley  was  substituted  for  oats  after  manured 
erops^  It  praved  equally  profitable,  though  being  so  isolated  it  suffered 
severely  from  the  birds ;  and  I  am  certain  it  prevented  a  great  loss  in 
the  succeeding  crop  of  clover  and  grass.  The  general  state  of  the  farm 
continues  to  please  ihe  Agricultural  Sub- Inspector,  who  inspected  it 
twice  during  the  year.  I  beg  leave  to  add  a  few  extracts  from  the 
Daily  Report  Book.  The  first  is  from  a.  report  made  by  a  person  famous 
as  a  first-rate  former,  himself  renting  laud  to  the  amount  of  £400  per 
annum  ;  his  testimony  is  of  the  more  weight  as  he  gives  by  no  means 
an  unqualified  approval  of  our  system. 

Monday,  10th  July. — ^Visited,  flfry-one  present.  I  also  inspected  the  farm 
and  found  the  various  crops  most  carefully  cultivated  and  attended  to,  surpasa- 
ing  any  I  have  hitherto  seen. 

Lawrence  Heoartt. 

The  next  is  from  a  person  celebrated  alike  for  his  agricultural  and 
commercial  enterprise. 

October  25th. — I  was  much  gratified  at  the  satisfactory  answering  of  the 
agricultural  class  on  the  rotation  of  crops,  deep  cultivation,  &c.  The  little  farm 
vas  also  quite  free  from  weeds. 

David  Moobe. 

The  winter  vetches  and  nonpareil  cabbages  which  were  got  in  early 
in  October,  are  now  looking  very  well ;  and  of  the  latter  crop  there  is, 
besides,  a  supply  of  plants  for  spring  planting. 
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Appbkdix  I.       The  Live  Stock  are  of  course  house-fed  in  ihe  usual  manner.     The 

II.  Appendix     '^^*®  *^®  given  sparingly,  and  perfectly  clean ;  and  the  milk  and  batter 

toDr.  Kirk-      produced  are  of  the  very  best  quality.    In  the  dairy  produce  there  baa 

patrick'sReport.  been  considerable  advancement ;  but  a  pig  and  calf  which  were  bought 

B<dJ^vaav    ^^^^^^  o^t  ^^^'    So  in  this  respect  there  is  room  for  improvement^  and 

Model  Farm,  indeed  it  is  the  only  one  in  which  considerable  advancement  can  now 

be  looked  for. 

The  liquid  manure  is  collected  in  barrels,  sunk  in  convenient  places^ 
pr  absorbed  by  earth.  Part  of  it  is  applied  to  the  grass  crop,  part  to 
the  green  crops,  and  the  rest  goes  to  the  manure  heaps.  The  gases  of  the 
manure  heap  are  preserved  by  continually  covering  it  with  bog>monld, 
earth,  &c.  Believing  that  artificial  manures  could  be  applied  with  great 
advantage  in  connexion  with  compost,  &c.,  so  much  used  in  this  country, 
I  made  an  experiment  on  a  very  small  scale  with  guano  and  peat  ashes, 
but  as  the  results  were  not  satisfactory,  I  will  not  give  the  details  till 
I  try  again. 

Agricultural  improvement  is  progressing  at  such  a  rate  in  this  dis- 
trict that  were  it  not  for  the  monopoly  of  house-feeding,  I  should  have 
but  a  chance  of  holding  a  leading  position  in  the  midst  of  snch  emulation. 
Deep  and  clean  cultivation  is  almost  every  where  to  be  seen.  Every 
bit  hi  land  (with  one  exception)  that  I  have  seen  laid  down  with  grass 
or  clover  this  year,  was  with  the  first  grain  crop  after  a  manured  crop. 
I  cannot  exactly  say  what  influence  this  school  and  farm  have  on  the 
agricultural  progress  of  this  neighbourhood ;  but  if  we  are  allowed  to 
decide  from  such  occurrences  as  the  following,  they  are  not  ineffective 
in  this  respect : — A  tradesman  living  some  two  miles  distant,  and  hold- 
ing a  small  fsirm,  on  showing  me  some  fine  moorland  plotct  of  mangels 
and  turnips,  said  that  he  had  been  closely  examining  mine,  and  that  he 
thought  he  could  compete  with  me ;  but,  added  he,  "  I  may  thank  your 
industrial  pupil,  (a  son  of  his,  about  eleven  years  old),  as  he  should 
have  every  thing  his  own  way." 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  remark  that  the  comparatively  high 
attendance  during  this  year  is  a  pleasing  indication  that  the  people  now 
coincide  in  the  opinion  that  the  agricultural  department  increases  the 
general  utility  of  the  school.  Thus  is  brought  within  the  reach  of  the 
poor  an  education,  the  benefits  of  which  the  middle  class  think  well  of 
sharing  with  them,  without  (I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  add)  a  single 
objection  to  united  education  in  any  sense  of  the  word ;  while  Sie 
gratitude  of  the  poor,  often  expressed  in  no  measured  terms,  is  eqoal  to 
their  love  for  learning,  so  long  proverbial. 

JoBN  Lioirsi  Teacher* 
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24.  Deloany  Obdinabt  Agbicultubal  School,  Co.  Wicklow.  Appkndix  h 

6th  January,  1855.     ,%^^.* 
Agricultur(d  Instruction, — There  are  no  "  Boarders'*  as  yet,  nor  "  In-  patpick's Report, 
dnstrial  Class,"  except  two  paid  by  the  teacher.     The  "Agricultural       £^ny 
Class"  comprises  all  who  read  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  books,  some   Model  Farm. 
of  whom  acquitted  themselves  very  respectably  at  the  examination  held 
last  July,  by  Mr.  Brogan,  the  Agricultural  Sub-Inspector.     They  also 
^^ve  much  satisfaction  in  the  diligence  with  which  they  work  on  the 
farm,  in  fact  more  than  might  be  expected,  as  the  parents,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  give  but  little  encouragement  to  such  training. 

The  number  at  present  attending  this  school  is  not  as  great  as  here- 
tofore ;  nor  can  it  be  expected,  as  three  schools  have  recently  been  es- 
tablished in  the  adjacent  neighbourhood,  two  of  which  are  in  connexion 
with'  the  ''National  Board,"  which  has  had  the  effect  of  diminishing  the 
attendance  at  this  school.  There  ai'e  thirty-two  at  present  on  the  rolls 
of  this  class,  but  the  attendance  is  fluctuating. 

Model  Farm. — The  rotations  and  details  of  the  cropping  pursued 
having,  in  my  previous  Reports,  been  minutely  described,  I  do  not  deem 
it  necessary  at  present  to  particularize  them.  I  may  just  remark  that 
from  the  success  which,  for  the  post  year,  has  attended  our  potato  crop 
in  remaining  almost  perfectly  sound,  it  may  be  worth  suggesting  to 
others  our  mode  of  treatment  The  planting  was  executed  in  our  usual 
way,  according  to  the  most  approved  mode  of  spado  husbandry — the  only 
peculiarity  occurred  in  the  after  culture.  Instead  of  the  common  practice 
of  levelling  the  crowns  of  the  drills,  and  again  moulding  up  the  plants, 
we  let  them  remain  as  they  were  sown,  with  the  exception  of  stirring 
and  loosening  the  soil,  to  keep  it  free  from  weeds,  consequently  we  not 
only  had  a  better  crop,  but  also,  we  trust,  a  much  safer  seed  for  the  r'e- 
production  of  this  most  essential  vegetable. 

The  plot  intended  for  mandrel  was  i)longhed  early  in  October,  and  the 
greater  part  of  it  planted  with  cabbages,  which  yielded  a  pretty  fair 
crop  by  the  first  of  May,  and  served  materially  at  that  season,  when 
feeding  is  generally  scarce.  I  have  been  told  that  some  of  my  neighbours 
consider  I  do  not  intend  to  remain  a  long  time  to  cultivate  this  farm, 
as  they  considered  I  was  exhausting  tlie  soil  by  such  constant  cropping; 
though,  it  must  be  admitted  that  a  clearly  perceptible  improvement  is 
being  effected,  both  in  the  appearance  and  condition  of  the  soil.  The 
produce  would  be  greater  but  for  the  great  drought  of  the  past  year, 
which  has  been  very  unfavourable  to  the  successful  growth  of  both  gra$3 
and  green  crops. 

Live  Stock. — The  live  stock  at  present  consists  of  three  cows,  one 
heifer,  and  one  pig.  These  are  all  house-fed  for  half  of  the  year;  during 
the  summer  and  autumn  months  one  cow  is  put  out  to  grass,  for  which 
the  farm  is  debited  in  the  year's  account.  It  may  be  seen  by  the 
"Statistical  Returns"  that  dain/  produce  has  been  my  greatest  source  of 
profit;  and  even  so  much  could  not  have  been  realized  but  by  a  ready 
sale  for  new-milk,  having  had  a  contract  for  thirty  quarts  per  day,  at 
"2d.  per  quart. 

The  house-fed  cows  maintained  a  much  better  condition,  afad  milked 
more  regularly  than  the  one  on  pasture,  though  on  first-rate  grass, 
which  shows  that  strict  attention  must  have  been  given  to  those  so 
treated. 

Manures. — At  all  times  the  strictest  attention  is  paid  to  economizing 
manure.  At  every  opportunity  it  is  applied  to  the  soil  when  removing 
it  from  the  cow-hoose,  &c. ;  and  at  other  times  it  is  formed  into  a  compost 
with  light  layers  of  soil,  which  had  been  previously  prepared  by  being 
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Appendix  I.   eaturated  with  liquid  maiinre.    When  the  heap  is  about  four  feet  high, 

IL  Appenaiz    ^*  *®  ^^®°  covered  with  ashes  to  prevent  the  several  gases  from  escaping. 

to  Dr.  Kirk-     The  liquid  manure  is  applied  to  grass  or  green  crops,  except  in  very 

pitrick'sReport  warm  weather,  when  it  is  thrown  on  the  compost  heap  which  is  always 

2)^il^y      in  readiness  to  receive  it.   There  have  been  no  permanent  improvements 

Modet^truL  effected  during  the  past  year. 

Progress  of  Agriculture. — That  agriculture  is  rapidly  progressing  in 
this  locality  there  can  be  no  doubt.  The  raising  of  green  cropSy  autumn 
ploughing,  and  the  planting  of  potatoes  at  an  early  season,  are  much 
more  generally  attended  to  than  heretofore.  During  the  past  year,  a 
great  number  of  prizes  have  been  awarded  at  the  several  shows,  to 
successful  competitors  of  this  locality,  both  for  cattle  and  all  kinds  of 
field  crops.  I  have  no  doubt  but  this  locality  may  ere  long  take  an  ad- 
vanced position  in  agriculture ;  the  people  becoming  more  and  more 
alive  to  improvement  in  this  branch  of  industry.  How  &r  such  energy 
may  have  been  excited  by  our  example,  I  feel  diffident  in  pronouncing, 
though  from  the  many  inquiries  mstde,  and  the  explanations  given  to 
the  surrounding  farmers,  it  may  be  hoped  that  it  is  materially  aiding 
in  the  promotion  of  the  progress  referred  to.  I  will  beg  to  submit  from 
the  Report  Book  the  remarks  of  the  resident  clergyman,  who  constantly 
visits,  and  is  intimately  acquainted  with  the  working  of  this  school. 

I  have  been  attending  the  National  School  of  Delgany  for  some  years,  and 
am  happy  to  remark  eyery  thing  to  praise  and  nothing  to  blame. 

Peter  Segeiff,  c.c. 

This  is  a  satis&ctory  testimony  in  proof  of  the  efficiency  of  our  sys- 
tem, and  is  valuable  as  showing  that  both  the  agricultural  and  literary 
departments  can  be  conducted  simultaneously  by  an  efficient  teacher 
without  detriment  to  either. 

Andrew  Thompson,  Teacher. 
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25.  Cappaduff  Ordinary  AGRicuLTtrRAL  National  School,  Appendix  L 

County  Mayo.  II.  A^^^iidix 

1st  January,  1855.      to  Dr.  Kirk- 

Agricuitiiral  Class, — This  class  is  composed  of  fifteen  pupils,  selected  patrick'iReport. 
chiefly  from  the  third  and  fourth  classes,  who  receive  instruction  both     Cappadvff 
in  the  theory  and  practice  of  agriculture.     They  perform  some  of  the  Model  Farm. 
light  work  on  the  farm,  such  as  thinning,  weeding,  &c.    There  hae  been 
an  increase  of  fire  boys  in  this  class  during  the  season,  and  I  expect  it 
will  shortly  be  up  to  twenty. 

Industrial  Class, — This  class  consists  of  six  young  lads,  varying  from 
twelve  to  sixteen  years  of  age,  selected  from  the  most  deserving  of  the 
agricultural  class,  such  as  those  who  exhibit  a  taste  for  agricultural 
pursuits.  It  gives  me  much  gratification  to  state  that  they  do  the 
greater  part  of  the  work  of  the  farm,  and  that  an  avidity  is  evinced  by 
them  to  arrive  at  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  practical  details  of  im- 
proved husbandry. 

Model  Farm. — The  cropping  this  season  was  highly  successful,  and 
the  produce  unusually  large.  The  potatoes  which  were  sown  early  in 
March  exceeded  my  most  sanguine  expectations.  Jeremiah  Nunn,  Esq., 
(Lord  Plunket's  agent),  declared  they  were  the  best  he  had  seen  in  his 
travels  during  the  season.  The  oats,  in  like  manner,  was  much  better 
both  in  quantity  and  quality,  than  the  average  yield  of  the  surrounding 
districts.  I  sold  some  of  it  in  Wcstport,  and  got  the  highest  price  that 
was  given  there  this  season.  The  farmers  here  are  prone  to  a  great 
many  errors  as  regards  their  mode  of  cultivation ;  one  is,  that  of  keep- 
ing seed  oats  for  three  or  four  years,  without  a  change,  the  result  of 
which  this  year  was,  that  their  grain  crops  were  nearly  all  blighted  ; 
another  is,  that  of  not  sowing  their  potatoes  until  May,  so  that  the 
tubers  are  quite  delicate  when  the  disease  sets  in,  and  consequently 
being  unable  to  resist  its  virulent  attack,  are  completely  destroyed. 
A  great  scarcity  of  the  above  esculent  is  felt  in  this  locality  from  the 
circumstances  mentioned. 

Live  Stock, — In  consequence  of  the  loss  of  the  two  cows  referred  to 
in  my  last  Report,  this  still  presents  a  discouraging  feature.  I  had  no 
capital  to  replace  them,  and  it  was  not  till  November  last  that  I  was  en- 
abled to  purchase  even  one.  I  now  have  one  cow,  a  three-year-old  heifer, 
together  with  six  sheep,  and  ten  lambs ; — these  latter  I  cannot  graze 
on  the  farm  next  summer,  as  there  will  not  be  sufficient  pasture  for 
them ;  I  will  therefore  be  obliged  to  pay  a  neighbouring  farmer  for 
their  grazing.  The  produce  of  the  dairy,  which  was  unavoidably  small, 
was  consumed  in  the  house. 

Manwes.^Thc  manure  heap  is  kept  constantly  covered  with  peat- 
mould,  and  cleansing  of  roads ;  some  mould  is  also  kept  behind  the 
cattle  in  the  shed.  The  liquid  manure  is  carefully  preserved,  channels 
being  made  from  the  cow-house  to  the  tank,  where  it  is  suttbred  to 
remain  till  sufficiently  fermented,  and  it  is  then  applied  in  the  ordinary 
way. 

Femianent  Improvements  effected  dining  the  year. — The  bog  part  of 
the  farm,  alluded  to  in  my  last  Report,  has  been  all  thorough  drained, 
and  a  largo  dyke  cleaned  out,  which  answers  as  a  main  drain  running 
along  the  south-eastern  part  of  the  farm.  I  expect  this  portion  will 
produce  a  good  green  crop  next  season  (1855). 

Progress  of  Agriculture  in  this  Localili/, — There  are  two  or  three  far- 
mers in  my  immediate  vicinity  who  house-feed  their  cattle  constantly; 
some  also  grow  green  crops;  but  I  cannot  say  that  they  have  been 
influenced  by  the  example  aflbrded  them  on  this  model  farm,  although 
it  issinco  its  establishment  they  have  begun  to  do  so. 
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II.  Appendix     ^°^  ^^^  ^^  ™^  oxertioDS  to  reader  this  farm  more  profitable  lac 

to  Dr.  Kirk-      Systematic  lies  in  the  deplorable  want  of  any  thing  even  apprcwi- 

prtrick'fRapoit.  ing  commodious  farm  offices.     This  I  trust  I  shall  be  able  to  ohrak 

Ompadujr    ^^'^^  ^  distant  period,  and  the  obstacle  once  surmounted^  I  anticips!? 

ModS^rm,   no  cause  that  can  materially  operate  against  the  txtpid  improTciBiat 

of  this  little  farm. 

P.  J.  NoBRiB,  Teadier. 
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26.  CoiiNAFiriiLA  Okdikaby  Aqbiottltubal  National  School^  County    Appendix  I. 

January,  1855.      to  Dr.  Kirk- 
Agricultural  Instruction. — It  affords  me  sincere  pleasure  to  state  P**"®^'*^?**^* 
that  the  boys  of  the  "Agricultural  Class"  continue  to  eyince  an     ComafuUa 
increased  earnestness  and  anxiety  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  practical  Model  Farm, 
agriculture ;  and  though  the  poverty  of  their  parents,  and  the  scarcity 
of  labour  in  this  locality,  have  compelled  many  of  them  to  be  absent 
from  the  school  during  long  intervals,  yet  some  of  them  have  intro- 
duced and  executed  improvements  on  the  holdings  of  their  parents. 
The  satis&ctory  results  of  those  improvements  have  called  forth  the 
grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  parents,  aud  excited  so  much  atten- 
tion, as  would  lead  me  to  hope  that  further  improvements  will  follow 
from  such  encouraging  examples. 

The  obstacles  which  prevented  the  formation  of  an  "Industrial 
Class"  in  this  school  having  been  described  in  my  last  Beport,  it  is 
unnecessary  to  revert  to  them  here  ;  but  now  that  the  Commissioners 
have  kindly  modified  the  conditions  of  the  grant  for  payment  of  such 
a  class,  so  as  to  adapt  them  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  locality, 
I  am  preparing  an  "  Industrial  Class"  to  commence  working  on  the 
farm  immediately,  and  I  confidently  hope  that  at  the  end  of  the  year 
I  will  be  able  to  report  favourably  of  their  proficiency. 

Modd  Farm. — Having  taken  a  small  additional  field  in  January, 
1854,  the  extent  of  the  farm  at  present  is  12a.  2a.  Ip.  statute  measure. 
The  results  of  cultivation  for  the  past  year  have  been  encouraging. 
As  a  detailed  statement  of  these  results  has  been  given  in  the  "  Statis- 
tical Returns  of  Cropping"  and  "  Balance  Sheet,"  it  is  unnecessary  to 
have  a  repetition  of  them  here.  The  acreable  produce  is  certainly 
below  an  average,  but  when  the  very  inferior  quality  of  the  soil,  and 
the  foul  and  exhausted  state  in  which  it  had  been  when  I  got  posses- 
sion of  it,  are  taken  into  consideration,  I  think  it  will  be  readily 
admitted  that  a  gradual  and  encouraging  improvement  has  been 
effected.  Early  and  deep  digging — a  full  exposure  of  the  surface  to 
the  beneficial  action  of  the  atmosphere  during  winter — deep  ploughing 
in  spring — a  complete  cleansing  and  pulverization  of  the  soil — a  plen- 
tiful and  judicious  application  of  manure — careful  attention  to  the 
after-culture  of  green  crops,  and  to  the  rolling  and  weeding  of  grain 
crops, — these  constitute  the  principal  features  of  my  £skrm  manage- 
ment. When  it  is  remembered  that  the  sum  of  £37  12«.  ^d.  has 
been  paid  for  Idbcur  alone  during  the  past  year,  I  think  it  will  be 
admitted  that  the  cultivation  of  my  farm  has  been  carefully  attended 
to.  The  employment  given  by  this  expenditure  has  kept  three  fami- 
lies, containing  nine  individuals,  from  the  workhouse.  This  fact  has 
been  frequently  noticed  and  thankfully  acknowledged  by  several  rate- 
payers in  my  neighbourhood. 

lAxe  Stock  and  Dairy  Managevnent, — The  live  stock  kept  on  the 
farm  during  the  past  year  were,  two  cows,  a  yearling  calf,  and  three 
pigs.  The  cattle  are  house-fed,  well  littered,  and  daily  curried  through- 
out the  year.  The  pigs  are  kept  in  a  large  enclosed  yard  adjoining 
the  piggory,  and  plentifully  supplied  with  food  and  litter ;  a  large 
quantity  of  valuable  manure  is  thus  obtained.  The  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  this  neighbourhood  compel  me  to  feed  most  of  my  labourers 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  This  circumstance  reduces  the 
receipts  for  "  Dairy  Produce"  to  a  very  low  figure ;  but  in  order  to 
obtain  accurate  results  in  this  department,  the  quantity  consumed  in 
the  house  is  recorded  weekly,  and  the  farm  credited  at  the  end  of  the 
year  for  the  full  amount,  as  exhibited  in  the  "  Balance  Sheet." 

Toil.  II.  2  B  2  ^  , 
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Appendix  I.       Manures. — This  very  important  department  of  farm  management 
II  Appendix     occupics  a  considerable  share  of  my  care  and  attention.     Without  a 
to  Dr.  Kirk-     plentiful  and  judicious  application  of  manure  my  farm  would  be  almost 
Patrick's Keport.  worthless,  and  all  other  improvements  would  be  comparatively  value- 
Cornafuila     ^^^^'     I*eat-mould,  road-scrapings,  the  scourings  of  ditches,  the  weeds 
Model' Farm,  of  the  farm,  and  all  vegetable  refuse  that  can  be  procured,  are  collected 
and  formed  into  a  heap  of  compost.     When  lime  cannot  be  procured, 
a  quantity  of  limestone  gravel  is  added  for  the  purpose  of  accelerating 
the  decomposition  of  the  peat-mould.     All  available  means  at  my  dis- 
posal are  unremittingly  employed  to  increase  the  quantity  of  aniiual 
manure.     According  as  the  latter  is  produced  it  is  formed  into  an 
oblong  heap,  and  carefully  covered  at  the  top  and  sides  to  prevent  the 
escape  of  the  gases;  the  heap  thus  consists  of  alternate  layers  of 
manure  and  compost ;  the  whole  is  carefully  turned  and  mixed  once  or 
twice  before  being  applied  to  the  land  ;  when  carted  out  it  is  covered 
into  the  land  with  the  least  possible  delay,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
escape  of  the  volatile  particles,  which,  being  retained  and  absorbed  by 
the  soil,  promote  a  speedy  vegetation. 

Permanent  Improvements, — The  raising  and  removal  of  a  large  quan- 
tity of  rocks  from  the  field  added  to  the  farm  in  January,  1854,  were 
the  only  permanent  improvements  effected  during  the  past  year. 

Agricultural  Improvements  are  certainly  progressing  in  this  locality, 
though  not  so  extensively  as  could  be  desired.  Some  are  so  fondly 
attached  to  their  own  opinions,  and  so  prejudiced  against  innovations, 
that  no  example,  however  encouraging,  can  induce  them  to  attempt  a 
change.  Many  readily  admit  the  obvious  advantages  of  improved 
husbandry,  but  plead  inability  to  undertake  improvements,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  increased  expense  consequent  thereon,  while  others  start 
objections  which  never  can  be  satisfactorily  removed  until  legislatiye 
enactments  effect  a  salutary  change.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  I 
am  happy  to  state  that  several  have  undertaken  and  are  carrying  out 
improvements  which  will  benefit  themselves  and  afford  a  useful  example 
to  their  neighbours.  1  can  safely  affirm  that  these  improvements  have 
been  influenced  and  promoted  by  my  system  of  farm  managements 
The  benefits  arising  from  my  mode  of  collecting,  preserving,  and 
applying  manures,  are  so  striking  and  obvious  that  many  have  adopt  e<i 
a  similar  system,  and  I  trust  that  the  consequence  will  be  a  more 
general  imitation  in  future. 

Three  of  the  subjoined  testimonials  are  from  resident  proprietors  in 
this  parish — gentlemen  whose  approbation  of  my  labours  has  been 
frequently  expressed  in  such  complimentary  and  encouraging  terms  as 
to  induce  me  to  proceed  with  increased  energy  and  perseverance.  The 
fourth  is  from  a  gentleman  in  Athlone,  who  has  frequently  passed 
through  my  farm,  and  appeared  highly  pleased  with  the  man^ement 
thereof. 

Fbanoib  DuBifET,  Teacher. 


Mount  Flinn,  Athlone,  11th  January,  1835. 
Dear  Mr.  Durnet,— In  reply  to  yours  of  the  9th,  I  have  to  express  mj 
entire  approval  of  the  mode  you  adopted  for  the  improvement  of  your  farm 
and  can  only  hope  it  will  prove  profitable  to  you. 

I  am,  dear  Mr.  Dumey,  truly  yours, 
Mr.  F.  Durney.  John  W.  Cali.kk. 

Thomastown  Park,  12th  January,  1855. 
Sir,— For  the  last  few  years  I  have  attentively  observed  the  mode  of  imxatyred 
cultivation  pursued  on  your  model  farm  in  Cornafuila.    Your  improvements 
are  so  remarkable  as  to  impress  me  with  the  conviction  that  an  extended  imi- 
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ation  of  your  excellent  example  woulil  lead  to  the  happiest  results.     T  have    Appekdix  I. 

roquently  directed  the  attention  of  my  tenants  to  yonr  system  of  farm  ma-  ^ 

la'-^^ement  in  the  hop;j  that  they  might  be  induced  toimitate  it.  II.  Appendix 

I  sincerely  wish  that  the  profitable  rpcompense  of  your  industry  may  be  com-  *°.  .  ;  .'^Jj^' 
nciisurate  with  the  abiUty,  energy,  and  perseverance  with  which  your  labours  P*^''t<^l^  sReport. 
lave  been  characterised  for  the  last  few  years.  ^ ^^ ,. 

^,      ^T.  Tour  obedient  «>rv«,,t  i^?^. 

Mr.  F.  Dumey.  Tuoaias  M.  Nagbten. 

Johnstown  House,  January  1  Ith,  1855. 
1')kaii  Sib,— I  have  had  great  pleasure  during  the  past  year. in  observing  the 
continuance  of  your  judicious  and  good  system  of  farming,  and  I  must  say  ("as 
[  have  often  said  betbre)  that  I  wish  our  neighbouring  farmers  "would  talco 
L-xanijile  by  you  in  the  cultivation  of  their  land. 

It  pives  me  sincere  pleasure  to  be  able  to  bear  my  testimony  to  your  merit  as 
m  agriculturist. 

I  remain,  dear  Sir,  faithfully  yours, 

John  Dillon,  j.p. 
;Mr.  Dumey,  Schoolmaster,  National  School. 

Athlone,  12  th  January,  185.5. 
Dka  Ji  Sir, — Having  frequently  had  an  opportunity  of  passing  and  repjissing 
tlirou|^h  your  model  farm  in  Cornafulla,  and  being  in  no  small  way  iniert'sted 
in  its  management  as  regards  the  growth  of  root  and  other  seeds,  it  gives  me 
iniK-h  pleasure  to  record  my  ti^stiraony  in  farour  of  the  very  excellent  and  judi- 
cious system  of  improved  agriculture  pursued  thereon.  I  was  often  struck  most 
f4>rcibly  b}'  the  remarkable  contrast  it  afforded  to  manv  of  the  neighbouring 
farms ;  and  the  conviction  was  forced  on  my  mind  that  if  the  example  afforded 
by  such  instruction  was  extensively  followed,  the  national  system  of  education 
would  indeed  be  a  real  and  substantial  benefit  to  Ireland. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  truly  yours, 

W.  E.  Adbott. 


[SUMHAET,  &c. 
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APPBNBtx  I.    27.  Qlakdttfp  Osdinabt  Aouicultural  Katioital  ScnooL,  Goantj 
11.  A^^ix  Koscommon. 

polrick'iB^rk  January  11th,  1855. 

GUaidmir         Ag^^icuJturol  Instruction  Las  been  imparted  to  a  class  of  boys  varying 
Model  Fm-m.  ^™  fourteen  to  twenty-four,  none  of  whom  seem  u  a  willing  to  take 
part  in  the  field  operation. 

Model  Farm, — The  crops  on  the  farm  last  year  were  very  abundant 
and  far  exceeded  my  anticipation,  which  affords  a  convincing  proof  of 
the  efficiency  of  the  system  pursued. 

Live  tStock, — The  cattle  on  the  farm  are  for  the  most  part  of  the  year 
house-fed,  as  such  appears  to  me  the  most  certain  way  of  secaring 
pro6t. 

The  Dairy  produce  has  been  small  in  consequence  of  the  cows  hav- 
ing been  in  calf.  As  1  keep  two  horses,  and  sometimes  three,  I  deem 
it  advisable  to  state  that  some  are  kept  for  purposes  not  connected  with 
the  agricultural  department,  but  which  I  have  found  to  be  very  profit- 
able, as  it  contributes  greatly  to  the  increase  and  quality  of  the  nuumre 
heap,  and  leaves,  besides,  a  fair  amount  of  money  profit. 

The  Manure  heap  is  always  formed  in  a  sheltered  place,  and  after 
every  fresh  increase  from  the  stable  and  cow-house  is  carefully  coated 
with  peat  or  earth,  mixed  twice  during  the  winter,  and  applied  to  the 
field  immediately  before  the  seed  is  planted  or  sown,  in  quantity  pro- 
portionable to  its  quality,  as  also  that  of  the  soil,  and  then  covered  in 
as  speedily  as  possible. 

No  purchased  manure  was  needed ;  but  requiring  bedding  for  the 
oaitle,  I  had  to  purchase  a  considerable  quantity  of  straw,  which  I 
charged  to  the  farm  account. 

Tlie  Permanent  Improvements  effected  consisted  in  the  construction 
of  boundary  fences,  farm  roads,  and  garden  walks,  also  subsoiling. 

The  progress  of  agricultural  improvement  in  this  locality  is  very 
fair,  and  the  desire  on  the  part  of  the  farmers  in  general,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  school,  to  imitate  the  example  of  improved  husbandry 
exhibited  on  the  farm,  is  very  apparent ;  but  circumstances,  over  which 
the  humbler  class  of  farmers  has  no  control,  prevent  to  a  great  extent 
the  introduction  of  a  regular  and  systematic  course  of  management. 

The  grant  in  favour  of  an  Industrial  Glass  is  of  the  greatest  advan- 
tage, as  it  is  calculated  to  remove  unfounded  objections  and  establish 
instead  favoucable  impressions. 

James  Kelly,  Teacher. 
P.S. — I  also  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  enclose  testimonials  of 
three  gentlemen,  who  are  not  only  experienced  agriculturists,  but  also 
scientific,  two  of  whom  I  have  solicited  to  be  valuators  for  this  time. 

J.K. 


I  have  frequently  had  occitsion  to  visit  the  **  Glanduff  Ordinary  National 
Agricultural  Form"  within  the  pa^^t  eighteen  months,  and  have  this  day  assisted 
at  the  valuation  of  farm  produce,  live  stock,  &n.,  thereon;  and  injustice  to  Mr. 
James  Kelly,  agricultural  teacher,  I  must  say  that  the  very  great  improvements 
he  has  effected  in  the  appearance  of  his  land  latterly,  by  reclamation,  do  him 
much  credit.  In  tlie  more  advanced  stnge  of  this  farm's  operations,  I  have  no 
doubt  but  it  will— aided  by  the  great  skill,  talent,  and  energy  of  its  owner  (Mr. 
J.  Kelly)— be  of  incalculable  importance  in  being  the  means  of  introducing  a 
more  improved  system  of  farming  in  this  neighbourhood,  at  least  among:  the 
smaller  classes  of  farmers,  whose  systems  are  easiest  changed,  and  most  gene- 
rally found  defective. 

JoHW  M'Gbath, 
Land  Steward  to  P.  Grehan,  Motmt  Plunkett. 

January,  1855. 
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I  laving  been  called  upon  as  yftlnator  by  Mr.  James  K^ly.  agricuUural  teacher,    Appehdix  I. 

I  -went  through  the  ditterent  items  on  liis  farm  impartially »  and  in  justice  to  ^ 

lilni  I  h»ve  to  say  tliat  it  his  system  of  husbandry  be  imitated,  the  establishing  11.  Apijndix 
of  the  Glanduff  Ordinary  Agricultural  National  School  will  be  instrumental  in  ^   .\,S     -* 
removing  tlie  exhaustin;^  system  of  farming,  and  substituting  a  remuneniting  patnck  aKeport. 
one  ;  and  I  must  further  add,  that  tlje  great  zeal  and  ability  he  has  exhibited  in       ciiindif/f 
carrying  into  operation  such  a  creditable  system  of  improved  culture,  has  j  ustly    j^^^^  iarnu 
deserved  for  him  great  applause. 

Cariron»  January  oth,  1855.  John  Mabtin. 

Kilmore,  December  1 1th,  1854. 
I>KAR  Sir, — ^I  have  great  pleasure  in  expressing  to  you  the  great  satisfaction 
X  experienced  on  visiting  tlie  farm  attncheil  to  the  A4rricultural  SSchool,  Glan- 
ilufl'.  and  hope  that  an  example  of  such  evidi'nt  and  valuable  improvement  will  be 
f*enerally  imitated  by  the  neighbouring  agricoltniists,  as  far  as  circumstances 
luay  permit,  as  I  consider  it  most  desirable  and  advantageous  that  tliey  would 
\ie  induced  to  relinquish  their  present  mode  of  cultivation  and  adopt  a  course 
lx)th  scientific  and  remunerative. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

Mr.  Jas.  Eelly.  B.  Cu&let. 


[SuMMABTy  dec 
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Appendix  I.      28.  EiLLENAOH  O&DiNA&Y  Ageicultueal  National  School,  County 
II.  A^dix  lloscoramon. 

*^  '^';  ^^'^-  _  January,  1855. 

patnck'aReport  .  . 

^ Affiictdtural  Imtruction. — Tho  number  of  pupils  receiving  agricul- 

-JtAdF^^  tural  instruction  during  the  year  varied  from  thirty-two  to  forty- eight, 
**  ' '  of  whom  eight  formed  tlie  "  Industrial  Class,"  and  two  were  "  iioanl- 
ers."  In  imparting  agricultural  instruction  to  them,  no  pains  were 
spared  in  endeavouring  to  make  them  familiar  with  every  thing  that 
was  practical  and  useful ;  and  the  erection  of  the  new  farm  baildings 
afforded  me  favourable  opportunities  for  instructing  them  in  the  know- 
ledge of  many  important  matters  connected  with  improved  fanu  eco- 
nomy. It  is  highly  gratifying  to  me  to  find  that  many  of  them  have 
made  very  fair  proficiency  in  both  literary  and  agricultural  studies,  and 
that  they  are  daily  becoming  more  desirous  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
the  principles  of  improved  husbandry. 

Modd  Farm, — The  same  system  of  farm  management  haa  been 
pursued  as  in  previous  year.  The  green  crops  were  very  good  ;  and 
the  Italian  rye-grass  was  so  very  fine  that  it  has  induced  many  of  the 
neighbouring  farmers  to  try  its  cultivation ;  but  the  produce  of  tho 
grain  crops  was  very  inferior,  which  had  diminished  tho  profits  very 
much. 

Live  Stock. — The  stock  kept  on  the  farm  during  the  year  were,  two 
cows,  nine  pigs,  and  some  poultry.  The  cows  were  constantly  house- 
fed  during  the  winter,  but  they  were  allowed  to  graze  for  about  six 
hours  each  day  in  summer. 

Manures. — ^The  only  manure  used  was  the  farm-yard  manure  pro- 
duced on  the  farm,  which  was  applied  in  the  usual  way. 

Permanent  Lnprovements, — The  chief  permanent  improvements  were 
— the  enclosing  of  a  paddock  adjacent  to  the  cow-house,  the  planting 
of  thorn-hedges,  some  drainage,  and  the  erection  of  the  new  farm- 
steading — which  is  by  far  the  most  important  point  to  be  noticed  under 
this  head,  and  the  most  decisive  step  that  has  yet  been  taken  for  raising 
this  school  to  a  high  place  among  the  educational  institutions  of  this 
province.  They  have  been  erected  by  the  patron,  C.  French,  Esq., 
solely  at  his  own  expense,  and  consist  of  bam,  byre,  dairy,  piggeries, 
and  stable,  with  a  loft  to  answer  as  a  granary  and  store  (just  com- 
pleted), to  which  is  immediately  to  be  added  a  steaming  shed  for  pre- 
paring and  cooking  the  food  for  the  farm  animals.  The  work  lias  been 
executed  in  a  very  substantial  and  creditable  style  ;  and  as  a  compact 
and  systematic  arrangement  has  been  adopted  in  the  plan  and  construc- 
tion of  them,  they  are  not  only  a  permanent  improvement  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  this  farm,  but  also  a  useful  example  to  tho  sur- 
rounding country. 

Now,  that  these  buildings  are  completed,  and  that  we  have  been  so 
successful  in  the  reclamation  of  this  farm  as  to  have  brought  it  from 
the  wet  and  exhausted  state  in  which  it  was,  to  the  highly  cultivated 
appearance  it  now  presents,  and  that  the  National  School  promises  to 
be  one  of  the  best  in  the  province,  I  hope  the  Commissioners,  with 
their  usual  liberality,  will  grant  ns  the  means  of  affording  a  more 
extensive  course  of  instruction,  by  allowing  this  school  to  be  ranked  as 
a  "  ModeF*  Agricultural  School,  with  all  the  advantages  allowed  to 
similar  institutions. 

Michael  Owens,  Agricultural  Teacher. 


Having  been  called  upon  by  the  teacher  of  the  Killenagh  Agricultural  Na- 
tional School  to  assist  as  valuator  of  the  stock,  produce,  &c.i  on  hands  at  the 
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close  of  the  year,  and  having  performed  that  duty  to  the  hest  of  my  ability,  it   Appendix  I. 

irt  with  f»inccrc  pleasure  I  avail  mysi*lf  of  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  me  to  

"bear  testimony  to  the  superior  manner  in  which  this  useful  institution  is  con-  *^*-^PlJ?^'* 
ducted.     The  want  of  such  an  establishment,  where  the  farmers  of  the  locality  ***iS'ir'  iS«Ft 
iiii.^ht  obtain  useful  information  connectei  with  their  business,  and  where  their  P*        aiieport. 
sous  might  receive  a  good  practical  education,  has  long  been  felt.    The  ruinous      Killenaah 
system  of  extracting  the  entire  substance  out  of  the  land  by  a  succession  of   ^^^  F^rm. 
cereal  crops,  so  long  as  they  would  repay  the  expenses  of  cultivation,  will  soon, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  be  abandoned,  and  the  practice  of  following  a  regular  and 
systematic  **  rolntion*  of  cropping  will  be  the  rule  and  not  the  exception.    The 
»«  iperiority  of  the  crops  raised  on  tliis  farm  (which  is  of  inferior  quality)  under 
t>uch  a  sv»tem,  being  seen  and  appreciated  by  the  neighbouring  farmers,  must 
eventually  be  generally  adopted,  and  cannot  fail  in  securing  to  the  husbandman 
much  more  remunerative  results  than  he  could  heretofore  realize. 

Signed,       Timothy  Murray. 
Killenagh,  2nd  January,  1855. 


[Summary,  Ac. 
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Appendix  I.     29.   GeEVAQH  ORDINARY  AaRICULTURAL  NATIONAL  ScHOOL,  Co.  Sliga 

«A^i'=^  January  9, 1855. 

pfttrick'sReport.  Agricultural  Instruction. — There  has  beeu  a  slight  decrease  in  the 
cZvaah  attendance  of  the  "agricultural  class,"  as  compared  with  the  pre- 
ModdFarm.  vious  year.  We  have  no  boarders;  neither  have  we,  as  yet,  been 
enabled  to  establish  an  '*  industrial  class."  Considering  the  limited 
scale  of  operations  which  must  necessarily  prevail  upon  such  a  small 
farm  as  this,  I  must  say  that  the  proficiency  acquired  by  the  pupils  in 
this  important  branch  of  industrial  knowledge  is  most  satisfactory.  I 
am  borne  out  in  this  Opinion  by  the  testimony  of  the  Sub-Jnspector  of 
Agricultural  Schools,  who,  in  his  last  report,  states  that  he  was  ''highly 
pleased  with  their  quickness  and  intelligence,*'  and  that  ''they  are 
evidently  trained  to  exercise  their  thinking  faculties  upon  this  impor- 
tant branch  of  their  education." 

Model  Farm.— 'The  quantity  of  produce  raised  last  season  off  the 
farm  considerably  exceeded  that  of  any  former  year  since  I  commenced 
its  cultivation.  My  crop  of  turnips  was  really  excellent;  the  produce 
wa£  equal  to  thirty-six  tons  per  statute  acre.  This  result  I  attribute 
chiefly  to  deep  cultivation.  Acting  upon  the  suggestions  of  the  agri- 
cultural Sub-Inspector,  I  have  laid  out  and  enclosed  a  small  gardea, 
which  the  pupils  take  much  pleasure  in  ^tending,  and  assisting  to 
cultivate. 

Live  Stock,  1&C. — I  have  one  cow,  one  pig,  and  some  poultry.  As  one 
instance  of  the  advantages  of  house-feeding,  I  may  here  state,  that  I  fed 
my  cow  last  season  in  the  house,  solely  with  the  produce  of  thirty-two 
perches  of  land,  from  the  fourth  of  June  to  the  fifteenth  of  October. 
Any  man,  whose  land  is  suited  to  the  cultivation  of  clover,  and  who 
cultivates  it  properly,  may  house-feed  in  a  similar  way,  and  with 
similar  success. 

Manures,^  The  house-feeding  system  enables  me  to  have  an  abund- 
ance of  excellent  putrescent  manure.  I  preserve  it  in  a  sheltered  posi- 
tion, immediately  adjoining  the  cow-house.  Instead  of  a  tank  for  the 
liquid  manure,  I  have  a  sewer  in  the  cow-house,  into  which  "  bog-stuff 
is  cast  once  a-day;  this  absorbs  the  liquid,  and  becomes  a  valuable 
manure,  so  that  nothing  is  wasted  or  lost. 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  progress  of  agricultural  improvement  in  this 
locality  is  but  slight.  The  cultivation  of  flax  is,  however,  more  care- 
fully attended  to  than  formerly,  and  turnips  are  cultivated,  though 
upon  a  limited  scale,  by  many  farmers.  Nobody  expects  that  the 
present  generation  of  Irish  farmers  will  speedily  abandon  tl^e  old  sys- 
tem, to  which  they  have  been  trained  from  early  infancy;  but  it  is 
equally  reasonable  to  anticipate  that  the  youth,  who  are  training  up 
in  a  good  system,  will  be  equally  tenacious  of  the  improved  principles 
they  have  imbibed ;  for  every  one  knows  that  early  education,  and 
practical  good  example,  will  produce  good  fruit,  and  that  the  youths 
who  are  now  receiving  a  sound  agricultural  knowledge  throughout 
Ireland,  will  become  very  different  men  from  what  their  fiithers  were. 

Thomas  Clares,  Teacher. 
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30.  TJppfea  AaiGNA  OfiDiirARY  A6rtcttltueal  National  School,        Aphbkdix  I. 
County  Sligo.       -  H^  ^—^^ 

^^^^        to  Dr.  Kirk. 
Januaiy,  IbOO.       patrick'sReport 

Agricultural  Instruction, — As  it  lias  not  been  my  good  fortune  to  have  upper  Arhna 
"  boarders  "  in  connexion  with  this  establishment,  it  only  remains  for  ModdFarm, 
ine  to  hope  that  an  'industrial  class"  will,  ere  long,  be  endowed. 

"  Agricultural  Glass" — This  class  consists  of  fourteen  boys,  who  con- 
tinue to  give  me  much  satisfaction  by  their  progress  and  attention  to 
business.  An  increase  of  four  has  taken  place  since  my  last  report; 
but,  notwithstanding  the  wish  for  agricultural  knowledge,  the  same 
unwillingness  still  appears  on  the  part  of  parents  and  pupils  to  work 
on  the  farm. 

Model  Farm. — The  degree  of  success  which  has  attended  my  labours 
on  the  farm  for  the  past  year  may  not  appear  satisfactory,  when,  by 
reference  to  the  "balance  sheet,"  will  be  found  that  there  has  been  a  loss 
on  the  year's  transactions;  but  this  loss  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  a  want 
of  skill  in  farming  operations,  as  it  is  by  the  failure  of  the  potato  that 
it  has  occurred. 

Live  Stock  and  Dairy  Management, — The  live  stock  now  consists  of 
but  one  cow,  which  is  constantly  house-fed;  it  would  have  been  greater 
had  not  causes  occurred  over  which  I  could  exercise  no  control.  As  to 
'^  dairy  management,"  the  produce  is  consumed  by  the  family,  being 
also  small.     Xo  experiments  were  made  in  this  department 

Manure, — This  is  made  up  of  the  refuse  of  the  hay  and  straw,  mixed 
with  dung  frum  the  cow-house,  bog-mould,  heath,  sedge,  rushes,  &c. ; 
it  is  carried  to  the  headlands  of  the  divisions  intended  for  green 
crops,  and  there  covered  with  bog-mould  or  clay,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Improvements. — I  have  effected  but  little  in  this  way  during  the  past 
year,  beyond  the  levelling  and  fencing  of  a  piece  of  land  for  a  cottage 
garden^  as  adverted  to  in  my  last  report. 

Progress  of  Agricultural  Improvem^ent. — The  progress  of  agriculture 
is  rather  slow  in  this  neighbourhood.  However,  there  are  naany 
things  indicative  of  an  advancement;  such  as  the  sowing  of  patches  of 
clover,  vetches,  flax,  and  cabbages ;  and  although  I  regret  the  sowing 
of  turnips  has  been  neglected  for  the  past  season,  I  have  strong  reason 
to  believe  that,  for  the  future,  they  will  net  be  so,  as  many  have  lost  by 
not  giving  this  plant  a  place,  instead  of  part  of  the  extent  under  the 
potato.  It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  flax  crop  is  becom- 
ing so  general ;  the  saving  of  the  seed  has  been  tried  by  many  as  well 
as  myself;  but  it  is  a  question  whether  it  will  be  continued,  as  I  fear  in 
many  instances,  which  have  come  under  my  notice,  that  it  is  not  sound. 
I  had  some  saved  which  I  sowed  last  season ;  it  did  very  well ;  but 
about  one-fifth  was  unsound;  in  anticipation  of  which,  I  sowed  thickly, 
and  thereby  had  a  full  crop. 

MicaASL  Gbadt,  Teacher. 
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Appendix  I.  31.  Bridqetown  Obdikaby  Agbicultubal  School,  Co.  Clare. 

l^^fSf  January  12, 1855. 

pfttrick'sReport.      Agricultural  Class, — This  class  consists  at  present  of  twenty-eight 

BridQaovcn    Bohool-boys,  wlio  receive  agricultural  instruction  for  one  hour  each  day. 

ModeiFarm.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  they  manifest  the  greatest 

anxiety  to  obtain  agricultural  information,  and  that  they  cheerfully 

perform  the  light  work  of  the  farm. 

Industrial  Class. — ^I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  organize  or  obtain  aid 
towards  the  endowment  of  such  a  class,  though  the  evident  prospect  of 
the  scarcity  of  labour,  and  the  high  rate  of  wages,  which  is  already 
manifesting  itself  in  this  locality,  would  render  its  formation  extremely 
desirable.  Should  I  be  favoured  with  assistance  towards  it,  I  would 
gladly  pay  half  the  required  amount,  for  I  could  not  expect  my  patron 
to  do  it,  as  he  is  not  the  proprietor  of  the  land. 

Model  Farm. — When  the  agricultural  department  was  received  into 
connexion  in  June,  1853,  the  farm  contained  six  statute  acres;  but 
since  that  period  the  middleman,  under  whom  I  hold,  deprived  me  of 
four  acr^s,  on  which  I  had  effected  a  considerable  amount  of  improve- 
ment. Although  the  two  acres  still  left  to  me  are  below  the  minimum 
required  to  entitle  the  agricultural  department  to  receive  aid,  yet  the 
Agricultural  Sub-Inspector,  Mr.  Brogan,  was  pleased  to  inform  me,  at 
his  last  inspection,  that,  in  consideration  of  the  systematic  and  efficient 
manner  in  which  it  is  cultivated,  and  the  good  example  I  am  affording 
in  my  neighbourhood,  he  would  recommend  its  being  continued  in 
connexion. 

CuUivation. — The  "  three-course  rotation  "  is  regularly  followed,  and 
the  following  are  some  observations  on  the  cropping: — 

The  division  under  potatoes,  which  had  yielded  four  cuttings  of  clover 
and  rye-grass  the  previous  year,  was,  towards  the  close  of  the  year,  dug 
level,  and  subsequently  harrowed,  and  drilled  twenty-six  inches  wide, 
early  in  March.  The  cuttings  were  laid  over  the  dnng  fourte^  inches 
apart,  and  then  covered  with  spade.  The  crop  ^rew  so  luxuriantly  as 
to  be  admired  by  every  passer-^y,  until  aboiit  the  tenth  of  September, 
when  the  blight  set  in  and  made  dreadful  havoc.  When  the  land  is 
dry,  I  consider  the  drills  return  a  surer  and  better  crop  of  potatoes 
than  the  lazy  beds,  and  the  land  can  also  be  kept  cleaner,  and  better 
pulverized. 

Mangels. — These  were  sown  in  May,  the  land  prepared  the  same  way 
as  for  the  potatoes,  and  the  same  distance  between  the  drills ;  the  seed  tvas 
dibbled  in  at  six  inches  apart,  first  thinned  to  one  in  each  dibble  hole,  and 
secondly,  every  alternate  plant  taken  off  and  consumed  by  the  stock, 
which  left  them  to  stand  twelve  inches  asund.er.  They  were  a  fair  crop. 
I  recommended  my  landlord  to  transplant  the  first  thinnings  into  a  piece 
of  land  in  which  he  had  previously  sown  turnips,  which  were  destroyed 
by  the  birds  when  the  plants  appeared  above  ground.  The  produce  was 
very  large,  and  he  was  very  grateful  to  me  for  the  advice. 

Turnips, — These  were  sown  in  June,  and  the  after-cnltnre  the  same  as 
the  mangels;  but  in  every  alternate  hole  I  dropped  cabbage  seed,  and 
when  the  plants  were  drawn  to  be  transplanted,  the  turnips  stood  at 
the  regular  distance  asunder,  and  were  in  no  way  aflfbcted  by  the  growth 
of  the  cabbage  plants.     I  mean  to  do  the  same  every  year. 

Lttfe  Stock. — I  house-fed  three  cows  from  the  twentieth  of  May  to 
the  twenty-fifth  of  September,  with  plenty  of  green  feeding,  obtained 
from  the  soiling  division  (2b.  15p.),  and  with  cabbages.  The  catting 
of  the  former  was  not  commenced  as  early  this  season  as  the  last,  on 
account  of  the  great  drought  that  prevailed  during  the  months  of  April 
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and  May;  still  it  grew  three  good  crops,  being  manured  after  each   Appkndix  I. 

cutting.  jj^  Appendix 

Manure, — This  is  collected  in  a  pit  four  feet  deep.     There  is  not  yet  to  Dp.  Kirk- 
any  tank,  the  yard  being  newly  made;  but  the  liquid  part  is  absorbed  patrick'sReport. 
by  peat-mould,  put  under  the  cattle  every  second  day.     The  heap  is    Bridgetoton 
afterwards  carefully  covered  with  mould  to  prevent  loss.  Model  Farm^ 

Frogresa  of  Agriculture. — The  indolent  farmers  of  the  old  school' think 
it  absurd  to  follow  the  example  of  a  schoolmaster  in  his  mode  of  agri- 
culture. I  am  happy,  however,  to  find  that  after  two  years'  observa- 
tion  and  experience  of  my  system,  and  its  successful  results,  there  are 
some  who  are  beginning  to  reject  and  condemn  their  old  system,  and 
adopt  the  new  and  improved  one. 

James  M'Gsath,  Agricultural  Teacher, 
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Appendix  I,  32.  Ballygloss  Obdinaey  Ageioultubal  National  School, 

II.  A^dix  ^^°»^y  Kilkeony. 

to  Dr.  Kirk- 

Patrick's  Report.  January,  loDO. 

BaUvglotB         Agricultural  Instructwju — The  agricultural  class  consists  of  twelve  of 

3Iodel  Farm,   the  more  advanced  pupils^  four  of  whom  form  an  industrial  class.    I  am 

much  pleased  with  the  attention  of  the  members  of  each  class  to  their 

studies,  and  I  consider  they  have  made  a  tolerable  proficiency  for  the 

time  of  their  attendance. 

Model  Farm. — Although  my  labours  on  the  farm  have  been  fairly 
successful,  the  profits  would  have  been  much  more  considerable,  were 
it  not  for  the  partial  failure  of  the  potato  crop  by  blight,  and  also  that 
of  my  turnip  crop  from  drought,  which  set  in  after  Uie  sowing  of  the 


Live  Stock. — The  only  stock  on  the  farm  at  present  is  a  cow;  and,  as 
I  have  not  as  yet  been  furnished  with  suitable  &rm  offices,  it  has  not 
been  in  my  power  to  exhibit  a  proper  system  of  management;  but,  as 
suitable  offices  are  now  in  progress  of  being  erected,  I  hope  I  shall  be 
able,  ere  long,  to  carry  on  the  operations  of  my  feum  in  conformity  with 
the  principles  of  an  improved  system  of  husbandry. 

Manure, — ^By  constantly  house-feeding  my  cow  a  valuable  supply  of 
manure  is  produced,  which  is  deposited  in  a  proper  receptacle,  and 
covered  with  alternate  layers  of  absorbent  earth,  to  prevent  a  too 
rapid  decomposition,  and  also  to  absorb  the  gases  generated  by  decom- 
position. The  mode  of  application  differs  nothing  from  that  generally 
practised. 

The  J^ermanent  Improvement  effected  during  the  year  consisted  in  the 
removal  of  a  large  quantity  of  stones,  which  lay  between  the  snrface 
and  subsoil,  in  the  portion  of  land  under  green  cropping.  This  opera- 
tion was  equivalent  to  subsoiling. 

Frogreis  of  Agricultural  Improvement, — ^Agricultural  improvement 
has  recently  been  rapidly  progressing  in  this  locality.  Snccessional 
grain  cropping  is  now  entirely  unknown.  The  system  of  "  alternate 
husbandry,"  and  the  summer  soiling  of  cattle,  very  generally  prevail, 
so  that  the  beneficial  results  of  a  sound  and  scientific  system  of  hus- 
bandry is  everywhere  apparent,  both  in  the  increased  fertility  of  the 
soil,  and  in  the  improved  condition  of  the  cultivation. 

Michael  Cottbtekat,  Teacher. 
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33.  Oloohan  Obdinaby  Aobioultubal  National  School,  Appbnbiz  I. 

County  Donegal.  „^    — ^ 

January  12,  1855.      to  Dr.  Kirk. 
AgricuUural  IngtrucUon, — The  number  of  boys  in  the  Agricultural  p«trick*»R«p«i. 
Olass  varies  from  ten  to  twenty,  according  to  the  season.    As  most  of      c^^iim 
them  are  £Eirmers'  sons  they  have,  in  the  spring  and  summer  months,   MoMFarm. 
and  when  the  weather  is  fine,  so  much  laboui^  to  perform,  that  they 
rarely  attend  school,  save  in  the  winter  months,  for  which  reason  I  am 
greatly  hindered  from  teaching  the  practice  of  agriculture  on  the  farm, 
&nd  am  also  deprived  of  a  quantity  of  valuable  labour  which  they  could 
easilv  afford  at  that  season.     In  the  winter  months,  when  the  agricul- 
tural class  is  largest,  I  have  seldom  an  opportunity  of  taking  the  boys 
to  the  fiurm,  at  the  appointed  hour,  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  them  the 
practice  of  what  they  have  been  learning  in  the  school-room ;  but  when  the 
weather  permits  they  are  instructed  on  the  farm  for  half  an  hour  daily. 
The  extent  of  the  £ftrm  is  ten  statute  acres,  four  of  which  are  arable, 
on  which  I  intend  to  carry  out  a  four-course  rotation ;  the  other  six  are 
unreclaimed  bog  and  mountain,  but  are  intended  shortly  to  be  brought 
under  the  process  of  reclamation.     I  did  not  come  into  possession  of 
the  £Eirm  until  March,  1854  j  the  want  of  manure  then  prevented  me 
from  putting  down  a  sufficient  quantity  of  green  crops.     However,  I 
succeeded  in  planting  about  half  an  acre  of  potatoes,  in  ridges  of  four 
feet  in  breadth,  which  produced  a  pretty  fair  return.     The  remaining 
three  and  a-hidf  acres  I  got  ploughed  in  the  first  week  of  April,  and 
sown  with  oats  shortly  after,  which  gave  a  &ir  return,  the  lana  having 
been  a  length  of  time  in  pasture.    The  manure  applied  to  the  potatoes 
was  the  scourings  of  a  ditch  mixed  with  a  small  quantity  of  £Eirm-yard 
manure.     I  conveyed  the  scourings  of  the  ditch  to  the  field,  where  it 
was  made  into  a  heap,  and  mixed  with  lime  which  had  been  slaked 
with  water  in  which  a  considerable  quantity  of  salt  had  been  dissolved. 
The  lime,  even  during  the  short  period  which  the  heap  remained 
untouched,  had  a  most  beneficial  effect  in  decomposing  the  vegetable 
matter  contained  in  it.     The  compost  was  applied  to  the  potatoes  first, 
and  then  the  farm-yard  manure. 

The  present  stock  on  the  iarm  consists  of  one  cow  and  a  heifer;  and 
as  there  is  no  tank  the  liquid  manure  is  absorbed  by  dried  peat-mould. 
From  the  knowledge  which  the  children  have  obtained  at  school  of  the 
value  of  liquid  manure,  and  also  from  the  occular  demonstration  they 
have  had  of  its  beneficial  effects  on  some  cabbages  of  a  superior  quality 
which  were  grown  in  a  garden  in  front  of  the  school,  by  the  aid  of 
liquid  manure  alone,  I  am  happy  to  find  that  most  of  them  are  very 
careful  in  preventing  it  ^m  running  to  waste  as  heretofore. 

As  the  agricultural  department  was  not  received  into  connexion  till 
late  in  the  year,  and  as  my  operations  on  the  farm  were  very  limited,  and 
beset  with  the  usual  difficulties,  I  cannot  furnish  any  '^  balance  sheet"  for 
last  year ;  but  I  anticipate  being  able  to  give  a  more  satisfactory  re- 
port, and  also  to  be  able  to  furnish  a  regular  account  for  the  next  year. 

Thomas  M'Cbbeby,  Teacher. 

34.  CoMVOT  Obdikaby  Aobioultubal  School,  County  Donegal.  Conwy 

AgricuUural  Indructum. — The  number  of  agricultural  pupils  at  the   -Wwfc/Fami. 

date  of  the  formation  of  the  class,  in  April  li^t,  was  six ;  but  it  has 

since  increased  to  ten.     They  take  a  lively  interest  in  the  study,  and 

manifest  a  disposition  to  pront  by  my  instructions. 

In  this  district,  for  the  last  ten  years,  agriculture  has  been  much 

improved  by  the  example  of  Mr.  D.  Oraig,  who  is  steward  to  B.  0. 

Montgomery,  Esq.,  of  Convoy. 
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Appendix  I.        Model  Fai*m, — In  order  that  you  may  understand  my  position  a: 
II.  Appendix     *^®  outset,  and  be  better  enabled  to  judge  of  my  future  progress,  I  beg 
to  Dr.  Kirk-      to  submit  the  following  particulars  before  you.     In  1828  I  began  to 
patrick'aReport.  teach  in  Convoy,  under  the  "Society  for  Promoting  the  Education  of 
Convoy       ^^^  l^ooT  of  Ireland  j"  and  for  reasons  better  known  to  the  Committee 
.,  ifwte/  Farm,   of  the  Convoy  School  than  to  me,  it  was  not  placed  under  the  Commis- 
sioners of  National  Education  till  1848.     In  the  years  1837  and  1839 
I  bought  the  tenant's  interest  in  two  small  sections  of  the  Town  Parkj 
of  Convoy,  which  was  then  in  the  most  neglected  state  possible,  and 
from  these  my  present  model  farm  is  composed.     I  set  to  work  to 
improve  this  oy  draining,  filling  up  irregular  old  flax-ponds,  levelling 
old  crooked  mcarings  and  internal  fences,  &c.,  and  thus  bringing  the 
farm  into  four  regular  divisions,  on  which  I  established  a  "four-course 
rotation''  of  cropping.     I  was  the  first  tenant  who  introduced  the 
growth  of  turnips  on  the  Convoy  estate,  and  am  yet  the  only  cultivator 
of  mangel     In  the  year  184:3,  on  one  of  the  first  sections  of  the  farm, 
I  brought  forward  a  beautiful  crop  of  Aberdeen  turnips,  manured  with 
superphosphate,  for  which  crop  I  proposed  entering  the  Stranorlar 
Agricultural  Society  for  competition ;  but  I  was  informed  that  I  was 
not  privileged  to  compete  because  I  did  not  live  by  farming  alone.    In 
1844  I  was  better  informed,  and  connected  myself  with  that  society, 
from  which  I  received  a  first  class  premium,  and  also  a  first  premium 
for  the  best  drained  field  of  its  extent  in  the  Stranorlar  union.     In 
184d  I  was  equally  successful  in  competing  for  turnips ;  but  two  acres 
of  potatoes,  which  were  of  the  finest  quality,  were  destroyed  by  the 
disease.     In  1846  my  two  acres  of  potatoes  were  a  total  failure. 
In  1847  and  1848,    with  redoubled  exertions,  I  brought  forward, 
each  year,  on  the  fourth  of  the  farm,  one  of  the  best  crops  of  turnips, 
carrots,  parsnips,   and    mangels  in   the  union.     But  my  resources 
were  again  crippled,  and  my  progress  retarded  by  casualties  and 
failures.     In  1847  I  lost  a  valuable  cow  by  murrain.     In  1849  my 
flax  crop  did  not  exceed  one-third  of  an  average ;  and  in  1850  the 
return  from  that  crop  was  £12  less  than  usual.     In  the  same  year 
pleura-pneumonia  carried  ofl*  all  my  cattle,  except  one  calf,  six  months 
old,  and,  therefore,  my  stock  has  been  small  since  1850.     In  April 
last,  I  had  two  in-calf  cows  and  a  yearling  heifer,  but  one  of  the  two, 
value  for  .£10  10«.,  died ;  and  this,  with  another  failure  of  flax,  has 
made  the  balance  sheet  for  this  year  £20  short  of  what  I  expected. 
After  ploughing  down  that  part  on  which  the  flax-seed  failed,  I  applied 
five  cwt.  of  Peruvian  guano,  and  sowed  Aberdeen  turnips  thereon  on 
the  4th  of  July,  which  will  account  for  so  large  a  breadth  of  that  root 
being  grown  on  the  farm  this  year.     In  the  two  years  past  I  had  a 
diseased  crop  of  Swedish  turnips  each  year,  the  failure  of  which 
deterred  me  from  sowing  any  this  year.     The  labour  account  may  be 
thought  large,  but  the  ploughing  twice  for  flax,  and  three  times  for 
potatoes  and  turnips,  besides  drilling  and  ploughing  for  oats  and  wheat 
once,  was  very  expensive.     The  sums  received  for  roots  and  dairy 
produce  is  the  amount  charged  as  consumed  by  my  family. 
'  The  Commissioners  of  National  Education  have  before  them  the 
reports  of  their  Inspectors,  E.  Robinson  and  M.  Brogan,  Esqrs.,  respects 
ing  the  Convoy  School  and  Model  Farm,  and  from  these,  with  the 
^  statement  now  furnished,  it  will  appear  that  I  had  to  contend  with  no 

ordinary  difficulties ;  and  that  I  have  not  been  wanting  either  in  my 
exertions  to  oyeroome  them,  or  in  my  endeavours  to  set  aA  example  of 
good  husbandry  to  my  neighbours. 

Iho&ias  Livingston^  Agricultural  Teacher. 
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35.  Clokkebnkebtl  Obdinaby  Agbioultubal  National  Sghool,       Appendix  !• 
County  Galwaj.  „  ^— ^^ 

T  TO    ^orti        to  Dr.  Kirk- 

January  13,  1850.      patrick'iReport. 
Agricultural  Instruction. — The  Agricultural  Class  consists  of  sixteen  aonke^ervl 
advanced  boys,  who  receiye  half  an  hour's  instruction  in  agriculture   Model  Farm. 
daily.     The  Board,  on  the  Inspector's  recommendation,  having  lately 
consented  to  pay  four  of  an  ''Industrial  Class,"  on  the  condition  that 
four  shall  be  paid  locally,  I  beg  to  state,  at  present,  only  five  are 
willing  to  enter  this  class  on  the  usual  conditions;  but  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  in  a  short  time  I  shall  be  able  to  make  up  the  full 
number.     The  five  in  the  class  at  present  do  the  light  work  of  the 
farm  most  cheerfully  for  two  hours  daily. 

The  model  farm,  which  contains  25a.  2b.  13p.,  (25a.  Ob.  IOp.  of 
which  are  under  tillage,  and  the  remaining  portion  is  occupied  by 
offices,  farm-yard,  &c.,)  is  divided  into  six  divisions,  upon  which  it  was 
originally  intended  to  follow  a  six-course  shift ;  but  in  consequence  of 
one-half  of  the  farm  consisting  of  deep  bog  and  moor  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  lay  down  two  divisions  to  permanent  pasture  and 
meadow,  and  follow  a  four-course  rotation  on  the  four  remaining 
divisions. 

The  crops  cultivated  last  year  were  potatoes,  turnips,  mangels,  oats, 
flax,  rape,  and  grass ;  and  it  is  gratifying  to  me  to  have  to  state  that 
my  exertions  have  been  successful,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
statistics  of  the  farm.  I  have,  for  the  last  two  years,  cultivated  pota- 
toes on  deep  bog  with  farm-yard  manure,  and  this  plan  has  proved 
very  successful — particularly  last  year ;  for,  out  of  2,800  stones,  I 
had  only  twenty  stones  (or  less  than  one  per  cent.)  diseased.  The 
quality  being,  generally,  superior  to  any  in  this  neighbourhood,  par- 
ticularly for  seed,  I  have  sold  a  large  portion  of  them  at  a  remunera- 
tive price.  I  have  to  remark,  that  on  a  small  portion  of  the  field  to 
which  gravel  was  applied  in  1853,  the  quantity  diseased  was  much 
greater  than  on  the  remainder  of  the  field.  This  is  a  remarkable  fact, 
and  deserving  of  notice.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  there  is  some 
property  in  the  peat  which  neutralizes  the  eflects  of  the  blight  The 
other  crops  were  of  a  fiiir  average  quality,  with  the  exception  of  one 
field  sown  with  oats,  the  greater  part  of  which  consists  of  moory  soil. 
The  crop  looked  well  when  coming  up,  but  the  dry  season  setting  in 
and  continuing,  a  portion  withered,  and  the  remainder  was  of  inferior 
quality. 

Hitherto  I  was  prevented  from  following  a  regular  system  of  house- 
feeding,  owing  to  the  farm  buildings  not  being  fitted  up ;  but  I  expect 
shortly  to  have  them  completed,  when  I  will  be-  able  to  carry  out  the 
system  effectually. 

The  manure  is  removed  from  the  stable,  cow-houses,  and  pig-sty, 
during  the  week,  made  up  every  Saturday,  and  covered  with  peat 
mould,  which  absorbs  the  liquid  and  volatile  gases.  The  only  special 
manure  used  for  the  past  year  was  two  cwt.  of  guano,  which  was 
applied  with  farm-yard  manure  in  the  cultivation  of  the  turnips,  and 
proved  beneficial  in  promoting  the  growth  of  the-  plant  in  its  early 
stages. 

The  permanent  improvements  efiected  during  the  past  year  consisted 
in  fencing  and  closing  open  drains. 

Progress  of  Agricultural  Improvement  m  this  district. — Agriculture 
is  still  in  a  very  backward  state  amongst  the  small  farmers  in  this 
neighbourhood.  The  turnip,  so  valuable  in  other  localities,  is  culti- 
vated merely  as  a  preparation  of  the  soil  for  a  com  crop  the  ensuing 
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Appendix  1.   year.     The  general  system  is  sowing  broadcast ;  and  when  drills  are 
II.  Appendix     ^^^*^  ^^^7  ^'^  generally  too  close,  and  the  plants  left  within  three  or 
to  Dr.  Xirk*      four  inches  of  each  other.     Hoeing  is  seldom  practised,  and  weeds  are 
pfttrick'iReport.  generally  allowed  to  overgrow  the  crop.     This  was  particularly  the 
Chmluenkenl    ^^^  ^^  jear ;  the  turnip  was  neglected,  and  all  attention  given  to  the 
Model  Farm,   potato,  which  was  extensively  cultivated,  bnt  not  sown  in  time,  and  the 
blight  setting  in  early,  the  late  sowing  has  not  paid  the  expense  of  seed. 
The  operations  on  this  farm  are  anxiously  observed  by  the  small 
fanners  of  the  neighbourhood.     That  portion  of  it  which  has  been 
under  potatoes  and  meadow  last  year,  consisting  mostly  of  deep  bog, 
and  which  has  paid  best,  has  been  known  to  them  for  years  as  grow- 
ing nothing  bnt  heath  and  rushes,  and  affording  a  scanty  pasturage  to 
cattle  during  the  summer  months. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  express  my  gratitude  to  my  patron,  Myles 
W.  O'Reilly,  Esq.,  for  the  interest  he  takes  in  this  school  and  farm, 
and  for  his  unabated  kindness  to  me. 

Daniel  FoaABTT,  Teacher. 
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36.  Lahbbdane  Obdinabt  Aobiotjltubal  National  School,  Appkmdix  i. 

County  Mayo.  II.  Appendix 

January  2,  18o5. .    to  Dr.  Eirk- 

AgrimUural  InstriuAUm.—The    "Agricultural   Class"    consists   of  patrick'aReport. 
twenty  boys,  varying  from  eleven  to  seventeen  years  of  age.     The     Laherdatu 
time  set  apart  for  instruction  in  this  department  is,  in  the  school,  from    Model  Farm. 
three  till  half-past  three  o'clock  on  each  day  of  the  week,  and,  when 
the  weather  permits,  on  the  model  farm,  from  one  till  half-past  one 
o'clock,  being  the  time  heretofore  allowed  for  recreation.     The  text- 
book is  the  '* Agricultural  Class  Book"  published  by  the  Board.    They 
have  not  as  yet  advanced  far  in  agricultural  knowledge,  as  it  was  only 
in  September  lajst  the  agricultural  free  stock  granted  by  the  Board 
reached  the  school 

Model  Farm. — The  extent  of  the  farm  is  about  sixteen  statute  acres, 
divided  into  two  parts  by  the  public  road,  which  passes  through  it 
from  north  to  south.  The  portion  of  the  land  lying  to  the  east  of  the 
public  road  contains  4a.  1b.  5p.,  (including  2b.  7-|p.,  occupied  by  house 
and  garden,)  which  I  have  divided  into  four  equal  parts  (exclusive  of 
the  garden)  to  be  cultivated  as  a  model  feirm  during  the  gradual  recla- 
mation and  improvement  of  the  portion  west  of  the  road,  this  plan 
having  been  suggested  by  the  Sub- Agricultural  Inspector.  The  land 
was  quite  exhausted  when  it  came  into  my  possession,  owing  to  the 
impenect  system  generally  practised  in  this  locality,  namely,  culti- 
vating successive  grain  crops. 

The  rotation  adopted  is  the  four-course  shift,  viz. : — first  year,  green- 
crops,  manured ;  second  year,  grain,  with  seeds ;  third  year,  grass,  cut 
for  hay  and  soiling ;  fourth  year,  grain,  alone. 

1  have  to  remark  that  about  sixty-four  perches  of  poor,  wet,  unre- 
claimed land  extends  along  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  farm,  the 
greater  part  of  which  is  a  quagmire.  This  portion  I  intended  to  have 
thorough-drained  and  subsoiled  last  autumn,  but  for  want  of  sufficient 
capital  to  employ  more  labourers,  I  was  unable  to  attend  to  it ;  but  I 
trust  I  will  be  able  to  meet  the  expenses  that  may  attend  it  this  year. 

Permanent  Improvements. — With  regard  to  the  portion  of  land 
occupied  by  the  garden,  the  expenses  which  attend  the  improvement 
of  it  were  enormous,  as  I  had  to  get  every  foot  of  it  dug  to  the  depth 
of  nearly  three  feet  in  order  to  get  up  the  stones,  it  being  all  a  quarry 
of  limestone  when  I  got  possession  of  it.  It  was  never  tilled  or 
reclaimed  before.  The  average  depth  of  stones  when  turned  up  was, 
at  least,  eighteen  inches  all  over  the  garden.  The  largest  of  these  I 
removed  off  the  land.  Then  I  divided  the  garden  (which  was  square) 
into  four  equal  parts  by  two  walks,  which  cut  each  other  at  right 
angles,  and  into  these  I  removed  all  the  small  stones,  and  covered  them 
over  with  gravel,  which  has  enabled  me  not  only  to  put  the  garden  in  an 
efficient  way  of  working,  but  has  added  considerably  to  its  appearance. 
At  present  the  garden  is  brought  to  such  a  state  of  fertility,  that  I 
hope  it  will  soon  refund  the  cost  of  its  reclamation.  The  people  of  this 
locality  now  acknowledge  that  land  of  the  worst  description  can  be 
brought  into  working  order  if  properly  managed,  as  they  declare  that 
they  once  thought  that  they  would  never  see  this  piece  of  land  brought 
into  its  present  good  condition.  In  another  portion  of  the  model 
£a.rm  I  have  turned  up  a  great  quantity  of  rocks  and  stones,  but,  from 
the  pressure  of  business,  had  not  time  to  remove  them  as  yet.  Early 
in  autumn,  after  the  grain  was  removed,  I  dug  about  1b.  2  4  p.  statute 
measure,  of  stubble  land,  which  I  intended  for  a  stolen  crop  of  winter 
vetches,  but  being  disappointed  in  procuring  seed,  I  had  to  let  the 
land  stand  over  for  spring  vetches. 

/jive  Stock — The  stock  on  the  farm,  at  present,  consists  of  two  cows, 
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Appendix  1.  one  heifer,  one  calf,  and  two  sheep.  They  graze  on  the  portion  of  the 
h,Tm  west  of  the  road,  not  yet  haying  any  suitable  farm  otiices  for 
house-feeding,  but  the  defect  will  be  remedied  as  soon  as  possible. 

patrick'sReport  In  conclusion  I  beg  leare  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  the 
manager  (Rev.  Patrick  Mac  Hale,  p.p.),  for  his  kind  co-operation,  as  ho 
never  loses  on  opportunity  of  impressing  on  his  parishioners  the  obliga- 
tions they  are  under  of  properly  educating  their  children,  and  the  bene- 
fits which  a  sound  agricultural  educationr  is  calculated  to  oonfer  on  the 
rising  generation. 

Thomas  Kelly,  Teacher. 

Limor§  37.   LiSMOBE  OrDINABT  AgRIOULTUBAL  NATIONAL  ScHOOL, 

Modd  Farm.  County  Waterford. 

10th  January,  1855. 

Agricultural  Instruction. — Agricultural  Class. — This  class  consists  of 
twenty-four  boys,  taken  from  the  third  and  fourth  classes,  who  receive 
instructions  on  agriculture  for  half  an  hour  each  day.  This  instruction 
is  imparted  to  them  from  "Murphy's  Agricultural  Instructor,"  and 
"Johnston's  Agricultural  Chemistry."  The  boys  generally  pay  strict 
attention  to  and  make  satisfactory  progress  in  their  studies. 

Industrial  Clms. — This  consists  of  eight  of  the  strongest  Iwys 
selected  from  the  agricultural  class,  four  being  paid  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, and  four  by  the  patron,  the  Duke  of  Devonshire.  They  work 
on  the  farm  for  two  hours  each  day,  (three  hours  on  Saturday),  and 
they  give  entire  satisfaction  by  the  cheerfulness  and  alacrity  with 
which  they  perform  the  duties  imposed  on  them. 

M^l  Farm. — This  contains  about  4a.  2r.  32p.  statute  measure, 
one  acre  of  which  is  under  vegetable  garden,  school-house,  ont-offices, 
and  play  ground,  and  the  remainder  divided  into  five  equal  parts  is 
worked  on  the  five-course  rotation.  The  crops  cultivated  this  year 
were  as  follows  : — 

Gbeen  FALI.OW  Crops'. 

A.  R.    p. 
Potatoes  in  drills,    .        .        .        •        0    14 

Mangles 0    0  37 

Turnips, 0    0  30 

Grain  Crops. 

Oats 1    0  12 

Bariey 0    2  33 

Grass. 
Clover  and  Grass  for  Boiling.  .        I    0  36 

The  crops  were  all  of  fair  average  quality  and  produce. 

Z»iie  Stock  and  Dairy  Management. — There  are  no  live  stock,  strictly 
speaking,  attached  to  the  farm ;  but  all  the  green  crops  grown  on  it  and 
on  other  ground  fanned  by  my  brother,  are  consumed  on  the  school 
premises,  on  which  the  offices  for  both  farms  are  erected. 

Manures. — ^A  good  portion  of  night-soil,  collected  on  the  premises,  is 
mixed  with  peat-mould  and  clay,  and  is  found  to  produce  very  good 
crops,  and  this  with  refuse  from,  tu©  vegetable  garden,  road-scrapings, 
and  other  sources,  afibrds  considerable  help  towards  the  proper  ma- 
nuring of  that  portion  of  the  model  (axm  intended  for  green  crops.  No 
extraneous  manures  were  required. 

Progrenof  Agricultural  Improvement. — ^A  very  flourishing  and  useful 
institution  called  the  Lismore  Agricultural  Society  (composed  exclu- 
siyely  of  tenants  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire),  exists  in  this  locality,  the 
beneficial  results  of  which  are  easily  to  be  discerned  in  the  superior 
cultivation  of  this  district.  Various  drilled  green  crops;,  viz  : — potatoes^ 
mangels,  turnips,  and  carrots  abound  every  where  in  the  neighbourhood. 
The  beneficial  example,  therefore,  to  be  afforded  to  the  district  by  any 
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operations  on  so  smaU  a  lot  as  the  Lismore  National  Agricultural  School  Appendix  I. 
can  be  of  very  little  advantage  to  the  public  at  large,  though  the  system  j^  ATOendix 
carried  out  on  the  farm  itself  must  necessarily  be  of  considerable  benefit  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
to  the  boys  employed  on  it,  and  be  the  means  of  making  them  indus-  patrick'sReport. 
trious  and  intelligent  members  of  society.  LUnwre 

Concluding  ObservcUions,  dec. — The  patron  of  this  school,  P.  B.  Currey,  Modd  Farm. 
Esq.,  the  active  and  zealous  agent  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  is  ever 
desirous  of  promoting  the  spread  of  industrial  knowledge ;  and  to  his 
exertions  are  mainly  to  be  attributed  all  that  can  tend  to  advance  the 
social  welfare  of  the  people  in  this  quarter.  To  him  am  I  indebted  for 
affording  material  assistance  in  forwarding  the  progress  of  our  agricul- 
tural department^  as  he  not  only  awarded  a  grant  towards  the  payment 
of  the  industrial  class,  but  supplied  all  implements  necessary  on  the 
farm ;  for  all  of  which  I  beg  to  tender  him  my  most  grateful  thanks. 

HiNST  Wall,  Teacher. 


38.  MuLLiNaAB  Ordinary  Aobioultural  School. 

Agricultural  Instruction, — Agricultural  Class  has  considerably  in- 
creased since  the  date  of  my  last  report.  None  of  our  school  books  are 
read  here  with  more  interest  than  those  which  treat  of  agricultural 
subjects.  I  have  observed,  too,  that  when  examined  upon  a  lesson 
which  has  just  been  read,  the  pupils  display  more  intelligence  than 
they  usually  do  when  examined  on  a  lesson  on  any  other  subject. 
Indeed  I  think  that  the  theory  of  agriculture  could  be  niade  the  most 
int.eresting  subject  read  in  our  schools.  A  collection  of  objects  to  ex- 
emplify the  substances  introduced  into  the  lessons,  and  a  simple  means 
of  testing  the  component  parts  of  the  different  soils,  would  be  the  only 
additions  necessary  to  our  present  machinery.  I  throw  out  the  hint 
for  the  consideration  of  the  higher  officers  in  the  agricultural  department, 
and  it  is  for  them  to  say  whether  it  is  worth  improving  on  or  not. 

Farm, — There  has  been  nothing  peculiar  in  the  management  of  the 
past  year,  though  there  is  in  the  result.  I  allude  to  the  small  yield  of 
com  which  appears  in  the  return.  I  find  from  practical  experience 
that  peaty  soiLs,  with  a  deep,  cold,  marl  subsoil,  heads  badly,  and  in  some 
instances,  not  at  all.  This  is  a  fact  which  should  be  noted  by  persons 
experimenting  on  such  soils. 

Stock  and  Dairy, — My  dairy  management  for  the  past  year  was  very 
simple.  The  milk,  which  was  small  in  quantity,  was  disposed  of  new. 
I  have  observed  that  my  cows,  from  the  time  they  began  to  use  the 
mangel  and  turnip  tops,  fell  away  considerably  in  flesh. 

Manure, — This  is  collected  in  an  appropriate  place  near  the  cow- 
house. Care  is  taken  to  have  it  always  covered  with  peat  or  clay  to 
prevent  the  escape  of  the  gases  when  fermenting.  No  portable  manures 
have  been  yet  tried.  The  liquid  manure,  when  not  absorbed  by  peat- 
mould,  is  caught  and  preserved  in  herring  casks,  and  applied  acconling 
to  circumstances. 

Permanent  Improvements, — A  fence  waa  levelled,  by  which  a  con- 
siderable addition  has  been  made  to  tho  part  alr^y  available  for 
cropping.  I  have  observed  no  material  change  in  the  system  of  agri- 
culture in  this  locality.  My  little  fann  is  in  a  backward  situation,  and 
could  therefore  have  little  influence.  The  old  system  is  still  fondly 
clung  to,  and  time,  as  well  as  palpably  beneficial  results,  will  be  necessary 
to  effect  a  progressive  change — ^the  chief  agents  in  effecting  which  will 
be  the  pupils  who  are  now  being  trained  up  and  instructed  in  a  proper 
system  in  the  agricultural  schools. 

P.  J.  Oribbbn,  Teacher, 
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AvvEXDtx^  .       ^g^  LouGHGLYNN  Natioval  Sohool  Gabden^  Connty  Roscommon. 

to  Drf^?rk-*         During  the  past  year  (1854)  a  steady  adrance  has  been  made  both 

patrick'sReport.  in  the  training  of  the  boys  and  the  course  of  cropping  pursued  by  them 

jjZZZi   ^    on  their  seyeral  allotnients ;  but  I  am  sorry  I  hare  to  state,  that  in 

S^a^gwrden.  Consequence  of  the  gres^t  drought  that  set  in  last  May,  a  great  portion 

of  the  crops  failed,  which  tended  in  a  great  measure  to  preTent  the 

boys  realizing  the  large  pecuniary  profits  that  were  anticipated  ;  yet, 

as  soon  as  they  found  the  crops  had  failed,  they  lost  no  time  in  re^-crop- 

ping  their  plots  with  turnips,  cabbages,  and  other  garden  vegetables, 

which  succeeded  pretty  well,  so  that  their  disappointment  was  not  so 

great  as  they  at  first  expected. 

The  seeds  were  supplied  at  half-price  by  Mrs.  Strickland,  who  has 
also  been  so  kind  as  to  visit  the  gardens  frequently.  I  need  scarcely 
say  that  her  visits  tended  greatly  to  promote  the  neatness  in  which  the 
difierent  gardens  were  kept,  as  the  fact  of  seeing  their  labonra  thus 
noticed  created  a  spirit  of  emulation  among  the  boys,  who  vied  with 
each  other  as  to  who  would  have  his  garden  in  the  best  order. 

The  new  school-house  which  was  in  course  of  erection  laat  year  is 
expected  to  be  soon  completed,  when  it  is  intended  to  attach  a  portion 
of  land  to  it,  to  be  cultivated  as  a  "  Model  Garden,"  on  which  the  chil- 
dren attending  the  schools  can  be  instructed,  so  as  to  enable  them  to 
manage  their  gardens  at  home,  with  still  greater  success  than  heretofore. 
It  will  be  much  more  advantageously  situated  than  the  present,  and  its 
influence  as  a  model  will  have  much  better  scope,  as  it  will  be  more 
accessible  to  public  inspection.  Seeds  will  be  again  supplied  this  year 
at  half-price,  and  the  usual  flower  and  root  shows  will  be  held,  and 
premiums  distributed  by  Mrs.  Strickland;  which  will,  as  heretofore,  tend 
to  promote  the  greatest  emulation  amongst  the  children. 

The  AgjicuUural  Class  is  composed  of  the  third  and  fourth  class  boys, 
who  are  instructed  on  alternate  days  between  the  hours  of  twelve  and 
one  o'clock  (this  being  the  hour  set  apart  for  recreation ).  The  number 
varies  from  four  or  five  to  twenty  boys,  but  the  Commissioners  of 
National  Education  have  not  yet  granted  a  stock  of  agricultural  class 
books,  the  want  of  which  is  a  serious  drawback  in  their  progress.  The 
subjects  treated  on  are  drainage,  and  its  good  efiects ;  collecting  and 
preserving  manures ;  green  cropping ;  house-feeding ;  the  laying  out 
and  general  management  of  farms  j  rotation  of  crops,  &c.  The  majority 
of  the  class  seem  to  have  a  pretty  good  idea  of  these  subjects,  as  they 
have  constant  opportunities  of  seeing  drainage  works  carried  out  by 
Mr.  Strickland,  under  the  judicious  management  of  his  steward,  and  are 
thus  afibrded  ample  opportunities  of  making  themselves  practically 
acquainted  with  them.  A  portion  of  the  lake,  which  was  cut  oflT  by  a 
dyke  convenient  to  the  school,  having  been  thorough-drained  this 
winter,  I  a^-ailed  mjrself  of  the  opportunity  it  aflbrded  by  taking  the 
boys  occasionally  to  examine  the  work,  when  I  remarked  to  them  every 
particular  relati^  to  their  plan  and  effects,  which  I  considered  nseful 
for  them  to  know.  It  was  most  amusing  to  observe  the  diversities  of 
opinion  among  themselves  relative  to  the  different  modes  of  laying  out, 
excavating,  and  filling  the  drains,  which  shows  that  they  were  not 
mere  passive  spectators  of  what  was  going  forward,  but  that  their  rea- 
soning powers  were  brought  into  exercise,  and  a  spirit  of  inquiry  and 
reflection  awakened.    . 

Agricultural  Improvement  is  greatly  on  the  increase  in  this  district, 
the  farmers  of  which  cultivate  their  land,  and  manage  their  grain  and 
green  crops,  the  latter  especially,  more  skilfully  and  successfully  than 
the  fanners  of  the  adjacent  districts.    I  have  great  pleasure  in  stating 
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that  when  the  proprietor,  Viscount  Dillon,  visited  here  lasj;  summer  he  Appewpix  I. 
was  much  pleaded  at  the  evidences  of  improvement  that  he  witnessed;  jj  Appendix 
and  in  responding  to  an  address  presented  by  the  tenantry,  his  lordship  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
congratulated  them  on  having  their  farms  and  crops  fiiP  in  advance  of  patrick^port. 
the  other  districts  which  his  lordship  had  visited.  Loughylym 

Thomas  Fallon,  Teacher.      SchoU-ga^en. 


Fann, 


No.  4.  Reports  on  Workhouse  Agricultural  Schools. 

1.  Belfast  Union  Workhottse  Aoricultural  National  School,       Beifatt  Vmm 
County  Antrim,  **  aSJ!!**' 

Jannary,  1855. 

Agricultural  Irutruetion* — In  this  department  we  are  working  stead- 
ily; but  the  literary  qualifications  of  the  class  continue  so  low,  that  little 
can  be  effected  in  tne  class-room.  To  their  practical  instruction,  then,  we 
must  look  for  success;  and,  though  nmch  may  "have  been  effected  in 
that  department,  yet  an  extension  of  our  space  would  ensure  greater 
efficiency,  as  the  limited  portion  allotted  us  is  not  calculated  to  excite 
sufficient  exertion.  There  are  thirty-five  boys  receiving  agricultural 
instruction,  and  who  are  all  taken  from  the  "  sequel "  class  of  the  school, 
as  there  are  none  advanced  above  that  stage  at  present  To  those 
acquainted  with  the  instruction  of  youth,  this  shows  the  small  amount 
of  scientific  knowledge  that  may  be  expected  from  such  a  class,  and 
how  arduous  and  difficult  it  must  be  for  a  teacher  to  inculcate  even  a 
moderate  amount  of  scientific  instruction  on  boys  of  their  capacities. 

Model  Farm,  Ifanures,  d:c* — There  is  little .  change  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  farm,  or  in  the  application  and  preservation  of  manure, 
since  laat  report  There  has  been  a  ''  four-course  rotation "'  established 
on  the  principal  portion  of  the  ground.  The  crops  cultivated  for  the 
past  year  were,  cabbages  of  sorts,  turnips,  carrots,  parsnips,  onions, 
leeks,  parsley,  celery,  <kc.,  which  were  generally  good;  carrots  were 
rather  inferior,  as  the  ground  was  unsuited  to  their  growth. 

I  cannot  furnish  a  satisfactory  statement  in  regard  to  the '' cropping" 
of  the  farm  and  of  the  accounts,  as  I  neither ^urcAa<e  nor  M  any  thing, 
the  seeds  being  handed  to  me  as  required,  and  the  produce  consumed  in 
the  house,  I  have  no  opportunity  of  knowing  the  actual  cost  or  value; 
also,  the  crop  being  gradually  used  before  it  can  all  arrive  at  perfection, 
prevents,  to  a  great  extent,  my  ascertaining  the  correct  weight.  How- 
ever, I  have  furnished  the  tables  of  "  statistics,*'  as  far  as  I  can  judge, 
correctly. 

I  may  add  that. the  boys  were,  for  a  considerable  portion  of  their 
time,  employed  in  floriculture,  having  the  management  of  some  plea- 
sure grounds,  and  assisted  also  in  the  light  work  of  an  adjoining  por- 
tion of  ground  during  the  year,  which  is  not  taken  into  account  in  the 
"  statistics  "  or  "  balance  sheet" 

I  hope  next  year  to  be  able  to  present  a  more  satisfactory  report  of 
our  progress. 

Hugh  Pettigrew,  Assistant-teacher  and  Agricnltarist. 


[Sunc  ART^  &c* 
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2.  Balltoastlb  Wobkhottbb  Agbioitltusal  National  School,        Apfwdix  i. 
County  Antrim.  II.  AJi^dix 

T  £•    loir-'        to  Dr.  Kirl^- 

January  6,  185o.      patrick'sReport. 
AprHcuitureU  ImtructUm, — I  am  happy  to  state  there  has  not  been     sJlveastU 
n  able-bodied  man  in  the  house  for  some  time,  so  that  the  &rm  is        {.Wn 
rincipally  cultivated  by  the  boys  and  a  few  old  men,  except  in  the     Workhouse 
usy  season  of  the  year,  when,  you  will  see  by  the  balance  sheet,  I  am        ^^^»*' 
bilged  to  employ  both  men  and  horses  to  have  the  work  completed 
a  its  proper  season. 

I  am  also  happy  to  state,  as  soon  as  the  boys  arrive  at  an  age  to 
it  tbem  for  employment  as  servants,  they  are  eagerly  sought  after 
ly  the  fiarmers  of  this  neighbourhood,  and  succeed  very  well,  as  many 
>f  the  fiirmers,  who  took  boys  out,  have  expressed  their  satisfaction, 
>oth  as  to  their  industry  and  good  conduct. 

Workhouse  Farm. — No  change  has  taken  place  since  my  last  Report, 
either  in  the  extent  of  the  Cftrm  (eight  statute  acres),  or  in  the  system 
;>£  cropping  pursued,  viz.,  the  ordinary  "  four- course  rotation,**  which  is 
found  to  suit  the  soil  and  climate  very  weU.  The  produce  for  the  past 
year  was  very  fair,  and  the  general  result  of  the  i&rm  management 
most  satisfactory. 

I  beg  to  express  my  thanks  to  your  Board  for  its  liberal  recognition 
of  my  services,  and  to  the  agricultural  Sub-Inspector  for  the  assistance 
afforded  by  his  suggestions ;  and  I  shall  continue,  with  increased  exer- 
tions, to  carry  out  your  instructions  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner  in 
my  power. 

Oborob  Butlbb,  Master  and  Agriculturist. 
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Appendix  I.     3,  Labvb  Poor  Law  Union  Aobioultitral  School,  County  AntrinL 

Il-^p^pd^x  January,  1855. 

patrick'sReport      Agticulturdl  Instruction, — The  number  in  the  agricultural  class  is 
r^      Tj  .      about  the  same  as  at  the  date  of  my  last  Report.    Its  members  conipri^ 
Warkhaute     those  reading  in  the  sequel  and  second  clashes,  there  being  none  far- 
Farm,        ther  advanced  in  literary  acquirements  in  school  at  the  present  time. 
Their  progress  in  the  acquisition  of  agricultural  knowledge  must,  there- 
fore, be  slow;  yet  I  have  reason  to  feel  satisfied  that  their  improvement 
has  been  as  marked  as  could  be  anticipated  under  the  circumstances. 
The  time  devoted  to  instruction  in  the  science  or  theory  of  agriculture 
is  an  hour  before  breakfast,  on  three  mornings  of  the  week ;  three  hours 
are  given  every  day,  before  dinner,  to  the  literary  school,  as  required 
by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners;  and  the  remainder  of  the  day  is  given 
on  the  £Eirm.    In  summer  the  hours  are  from  half-past  two  to  six  o'clock, 
and  in  winter,  till  twilight. 

Model  Farm, — The  work  of  the  farm  during  the  year  was  aImai^t 
exclusively  performed  by  the  boys  of  the  establishment,  although  few 
in  number,  and  rather  weak  to  endure  much  fatigue.  By  persevering 
industry  we  were  enabled  to  bring  the  cropping  to  a  close  by  the  middle 
of  June,  without  having  recourse  to  hired  labour,  except  a  few  days  in 
spring,  of  a  man  and  horse  carting  out  manure.  However,  throughout 
the  entire  summer,  we  had  a  pressure  of  work ;  in  fact,  it  was  more 
than  we  could  accomplish  to  bestow  the  necessary  after-culture  on  three 
acres  of  green  crops;  and  this  told  badly  on  the  onion  crop,  which  was 
a  failure  in  consequence  of  our  inability  to  wage  an  almost  constant 
warfare  with  the  weeds,  which,  eventually,  took  the  place  of  the  crop; 
our  time  being  exclusively  devoted  to  other  matters  of  still  greater 
importance.  The  other  crops,  which  consisted  of  turnips,  mangels, 
carrots,  and  parsnips,  were,  on  the  whole,  above  an  average;  and  the 
amount  realized  for  them  on  the  day  of  sale  was  £31  5<.  9d, 

Live  Stock, — There  is  no  live  stock  kept  here.  I  consider  the  want 
of  it  a  defect  in  our  system  of  agricultural  industrial  education,  as  with- 
out affording  the  boys  an  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
feeding  an-l  general  management  of  cattle,  their  training  must,  of  course, 
be  imperfecu 

Manure. — This  is  collected  and  preserved  by  the  senior  male  paupers 
of  the  establishment,  under  the  direction  of  the  Master  of  the  Work- 
house, as  the  work  is  of  a  character  too  laborious  for  boys  twelve  years 
old,  and  we  have  only  four  above  that  age.  But  that  they  may  not 
continue  ignorant  of  its  proper  management,  I  occasionally  give  lessons 
in  the  school-room  on  the  proper  formation  of  the  manure-heap;  the 
nature  and  effects  of  manures,  both  liquid  and  solid. 

Fermanent  Improvements. — No  works  of  this  kind  were  effected 
during  the  year,  except  widening  and  repairing  a  road  that  runs  part 
of  the  way  along  the  foot  of  the  field.  I  contemplate  its  continuation 
the  entire  way  as  soon  as  we  get  stones  collected  from  the  grounds  to 
bottom  it;  and  when  this  shall  have  been  completed,  it  will  facilitate 
the  carriage  of  the  manure  to,  and  produce  from,  the  iarm. 

Progress  of  Agricultural  Improvement  in  this  locality,  &c. — Gratifvln^ 
symptoms  of  improvement  in  agriculture  in  this  locality  are  every  wliere 
apparent,  owing  to  the  diffusion  of  agricultural  knowledge,  and  the 
impetus  given  to  the  agricultural  community  by  the  enhanced  value  of 
farm  produce.  The  example,  too,  of  judicious  and  systematic  culture 
exhibited  on  the  model  farm,  though  uot  very  eligibly  situated  in  regard 
to  proximity  to  roads,  and  not,  therefore,  so  likely  to  attract  attention 
as  if  otherwise  located,  must  decidedly  have  a  beneficial  effect  on  the 
a^cultare  of  the  adjacent  fiinns. 
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But  apart  from  these  considerations^  I  may  confidently  assert  tLat  Appendix  I. 
tlio  farm  and  school  are  successfully  fulfilling  the  objects  for  which  they  jj  ^wendix 
were  established,  namely,  imparting  to  the  youthful  male  paupers  of  the  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
Union  an  amount  of  industrial  and  moral  training,  calculated  to  raise  Patrick's ReporL 
them  to  the  position  of  skilful  labourers,  a  class  now  so  much  required;   larnelrnion 
thereby  rendering  them  a  blessing  to  themselves,  and  to  those  among     Wtxrkhowsc 
whom  their  lot  may  be  cast.  Fann. 

Concluding  Observations  and  Suggestions, — With  the  diminished 
number  of  boys  available  for  performing  the  labour  of  the  farm,  it  will 
be  impossible  to  pursue  the  course  of  culture  heretofore  followed  by  us. 
We  must  either  diminish  the  quantity  of  land  attached  to  the  school,  as 
suggested  by  Colonel  Clarke,  roor  Law  Inspector,  or  devise  a  mode  of 
tillage,  whereby  the  deficiency  of  labour  experienced  by  us  in  tho  cul- 
tivation of  the  &rm  during  the  past  year,  shall  be  obviated.  I  prefer 
the  latter  alternative;  and,  instead  of  the  system  previously  adopted, 
namely,  a  four-course  green  crop  shift,  I  intend  to  substitute  a  uiixeii 
system  of  husbandry,  consisting  of  while  and  green  crops,  alternately. 
By  adopting  this  method,  the  working  of  the  farm  may  be  expected  to 
go  on  better,  as  there  will  not  be  a  pressure  at  certain  periods  of  the 
year,  and  nothing  to  do  at  other  times.  I  submitted  the  views  herein 
put  forth  to  Mr.  Brogan,  Agricultural  Sub-Inspector,  at  his  last  insj>ec- 
tion,  and  he  fully  concurred  in  them. 

John  White,  Schoolmaster  and  Agriculturist. 
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A?PENDix  L      4.  Clones  Wobkhousb  Agricultubal  School,  County  Menagfaan. 

II.A^^dU         H,^       ^     ^  ,    .,    ,.  .     ,^         JaDuaiy  10,  1855. 

to  Dr.  Kirk-  There  has  been  no  matcnal  change  m  the  general  management  of 
patrick'sReport.  the  agricultural  department  of  this  establishment;  there  is,  thereforo, 
Clonet  Unitm  ^^^  niuch  to  communicate  out  of  the  ordinary  course.  I  am  happy  to 
Workhoum  say  that  the  crops  have  been  remarkably  good,  with  the  exception  of 
Farm,  the  potatoes,  which  were  next  to  a  total  failure, — ^all  cut  off  by  the 
disease.  It  will  be  observed  in  the  balance  sheet  that  no  credit  is 
taken  for  them.  The  cultivation  of  the  &rm  has,  as  usual,  been  car- 
ried on  steadily  by  the  boys,  before  and  after  school-hours,  and  their 
instruction,  in  both  the  theoretical  and  practical  details  of  agriculture, 
has  not  been  neglected.  Of  course,  from  the  fluctuating  nature  of  the 
residence  of  the  boys  in  the  Workhouse,  it  is  impossible  to  expect  any 
great  amount  of  progress  from  them;  but  I  make  it  a  point  to  initiate 
them  well  into  all  the  operations  of  farm  management;  and,  above  all, 
I  endeavour  to  inculcate  upon  them  the  usefulness  of  acquiring,  when 
boys,  those  habits  of  application  and  forethought  which  will  form  the 
only  sure  groundwork  of  their  success  in  afterlife.  This,  I  may  remark, 
I  have  always  considered  not  the  least  important  part  of  the  benefit 
which  these  little  boys  derive  from  their  training  here,  as  I  find  they 
are  eagerly  sought  after,  for  servants,  by  the  farmers  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  that,  with  few  exceptions,  they  give  much  satisfaction  to 
their  employers.  I  am  sure  it  must  be  very  gratifying  to  the  guar- 
dians to  hear  the  favourable  accounts  which,  from  time  to  time,  have 
been  made  to  them  by  their  masters. 

There  are,  at  present,  sixteen  boys  in  the  agricultural  class,  the  aver- 
age number  for  the  year  is  not  quite  so  much,  whose  acquaintance  with 
the  elemental  principles  of  agriculture  is  very  creditable,  and  whose 
practical  application  of  their  knowledge  is  well  exemplified  by  the 
productive  state  of  the  farm. 

To  what  extent  the  institution  may  be  said  to  give  a  useful  impulse 
to  the  agriculture  of  the  locality,  it  would  be  hazardous  to  aflirm ;  but, 
I  am  persuaded  that  it  cannot  be  inconsiderable.  The  fact  of  so  many 
enlightened  and  skilful  young  labourers  being  added  to  the  farmini; 
population  of  the  district,  cannot  fail  to  operate  most  beneficially. 
The  operations  of  the  farm,  too,  arc  brought  prominently  before  the 
notice  of  the  public,  every  facility  of  observation  being  afforded  to 
persons  who  come  to  the  Workhouse  to  hire  the  boys.  When  I  cannot 
conveniently  accompany  them  myself,  I  send  some  of  the  officers  to 
walk  with  them  over  the  grounds;  and  I  believe  they  invariably  express 
themselves  well  pleased  with  all  they  see. 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  extracts  from  the  visitors'  book  of  the 
year,  which  will  be  found  to  corroborate  the  statements  herein  made, 
as  to  the  success  of  our  labours  in  the  agricultural  department. 

J.  KiBKPATRiCK,  Master  and  Agriculturist 


There  appears  a  fair  amount  of  improvement  since  roj  proTious  visit,  and  I 
shall  feel  great  pleasure  in  recommending  that  a  gratuity  may  be  awarded  by 
the  Commissioners  of  National  Education  to  the  Master,  for  his  useful  services 
in  superintending  the  industrial  training  and  instruction  of  the  boys. 

May  24,  1854.  M.  Brooan,  Agricultural  Sub-Inspector. 

I  have  pleasure  in  reporting  on  the  clean  and  orderly  state  of  the  institution, 
and  of  the  excellent  system  of  agriculture  carried  out. 

September  6,  1854.  John  Gnx,  Dundalk. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  stating,  that  what  I  have  seen  of  the  agricultural 
institution  here  has  confirmed  my  belief  of  the  probable  usefulness  of  similar 
ones  in  this  country.  The  proflciency  of  the  pupils  is  fully  proportion^  to 
their  ages.    It  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  the  Master. 

September  29,  1854.  Thomas  Dcnlt,  Aj^hire,  Scotland. 
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5.  Cabtlbblayiikt  Wobkhoitbk  AoMciiMUEAL  National  School,      Apmwdix  I. 
County  Monaghan.  II.  A^dix 

January  13,  1855.      to  Dr.  kirk- 

AgricuUural  Instruction. — ^In  the  report  I  had  the  honour  of  forward-  patnek'sEeport. 
ing  twelve  months  ago,  I  stated  that  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  estab-  CatUeUavnM 
lishmept  was  eightj-five,  of  whom  twenty-five  only  were  in  the  agri-        Union 
cultural  class;  I  have  now  to  state  that,  although  the  gross  number  is     Workhoun 
at  present  but  forty-four,  whose  ages  vary  from  five  to  fifteen  years,        '^^^* 
there  are  thirty  of  them  in  the  agricultural  class.    They  show  a  parti- 
cular fondness  for  field  work,  and  the  greatest  aviditv  for  obtaining 
instructions,  and  their  conduct  has  been  so  exemplary  during  the  past 
year,  that  in  no  instance  has  there  been  a  complaint  made  of  inattention 
or  misconduct  of  any  description.     The  more  advanced  pupils  have 
acquired  a  very  extensive  knowledge  of  the  theory  of  agriculture,  and 
are  very  expert  in  the  use  of  the  implements  necessary  in  cultivation. 
They  are  capable  of  sowing  all  seeds  required;  and,  as  an  instance  of 
the  improvement  they  have  underwent,  I  may  state  that,  on  the 
eleventh  of  August  last,  ten  of  the  elder  and  more  advanced  pupils 
were  subjected  to  a  searching  examination  by  Mr.  Brogan,  Sub-Inspec- 
tor, who  expressed  great  satisfaction  at  the  correct  replies  they  were 
able  to  make  to  the  most  intricate  questions  put  to  them.     The  pupils 
composing  the  agricultural  class  receive  agricultural  instruction  on  five 
days  of  the  week;  and  the  time  appropriated  to  such  is  from  one  to 
half-past  one  o'clock,  p.m.,  which  by  no  means  infringes  upon  the  ordi- 
nary school  business. 

Model  Farm  and  Improvements. — The  farm  consists  of  3a.  Ob.  6p., 
statute  measure,  the  whole  of  which  has  been  under  cultivation.  We 
have  adopted  the  three  and  five  course  rotations,  in  accordance  with 
the  directions  of  Mr.  Brogan ;  and  I  feel  pleasure  in  stating  that,  during 
the  past  year,  our  operations  have  been  successful.  We  reclaimed  a 
plot  of  ground  last  year,  which  had  for  years  been  neglected ;  we  brought 
it  into  cultivation  in  spring  last  by  planting  it  with  potatoes,  which,  for 
the  extent)  was  a  very  productive  crop.  This  ground  was  not  included 
in  the  rotatiou  system  referred  to. 

We  are  cariying  out  another  improvement,  which  has  also  been  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Brogan,  and  which  will  be  of  great  utility  when  perfected, 
that  is,  making  a  walk  round  a  considerable  portion  of  the  ^rm;  and 
there  are  various  other  improvements  considered  necessary  by  the 
Agricultural  Inspector,  which  will  engage  our  attention  when  this  is 
completed. 

Manures, — The  solid  manure  is  daily  removed  from  all  parts  of  the 
establishment  to  the  manure  heaps,  where  it  is  compactly  put  together, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  gyes  as  much  as  possible.  The 
liquid  manure  is  carefully  saved  by  means  of  a  new  tank,  and,  as  oppor- 
tunity permits,  is  poured  over  the  solid  portion.  We  have  used  no 
portable  manure. 

Permanent  Improvement. — The  only  permanent  improvement  effected 
during  last  year  was  the  cultivation  of  the  reclaimed  portion  of  lea, 
referred  to  under  a  preceding  heading. 

Progress  of  Agricultural  Improvement,  dsc. — I  may  be  here  permitted  to 
state  that  for  a  few  years  past  agriculture  has  been  conducted  on  greatly 
improved  principles;  thorough  draining  has  become  very  general,  and 
there  is  much  improvement  visible  in  the  management  of  &rms  in  this 
locality;  and  I  trust  it  will  not  be  considered  out  of  pkce  to  state,  that 
we  take  a  considerable  share  of  credit  to  ourselves  for  having  set  them 
a  good  example,  which  has  tended  very  much  to  make  the  lands  moro 
productive. 

David  Lockart,  Teacher  and  Agriculturist. 
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6.   KlLMALLOOK  PoOR  LaW  UhIOH  AaMCXTLTUEAL  SoHOOL,  Appendix  I. 

County  Limerick.  II.  A^ji^^dix 

January  12th,  1855.     patrick'8  Report. 
AgrlcvUural  7«rfr«c^«.— Tho  number  of  boys  in  this  claas  at  present    j^iJ^i  ^j. 
is  considerably  below  that  of  any  previous  year.    This  is  explained  by        r«/wi 
the  numbers  generally  getting  low  in  the  Workhouse,  and  especially     Workhcusa 
by  the  fact  that  when  a  boy  has  acquired  proficiency  in  the  principles        •''«'*«• 
and  practices  of  husbandry,  the  farmers  in  the  neighbourhood  are  but 
too  anxious  to  engage  his  services.    In  many  cases  I  have  to  regret  boys 
licing  prematurely  taken  away  before  they  can  have  acquired  any  solid 
information  of  the  business  they  are  to  follow  in  afterlife.    I,  however, 
have  been  often  gratified  to  find  some  of  those  boys  return  to  me  for 
information  as  to  the  treatment  of  certain  crops  of  which  they  ha<l  not 
obtained  suflicient  knowledge.     For  the  most  part,  the  boys  under 
\r\y  caro  have  been  very  well  conducted ;  and  they  feel  it  very  impor- 
tant  to  their  future  welfore  to  be  well  informed  in  the  principles  of 
a  griculture.    I  could  indeed  wish  that  I  was  able  to  allow  them  a  longer 
time  for  study,  but  as  the  fiirm  is  intended  to  be  workecl  by  the  boys 
alone,  I  find  I  am  not  able  to  give  them  as  much  study  as  I  could  wish. 
Of  the  seventy-four  boys  in  the  class,  half  work  each  alternate  day, 
while  the  other  division  attends  the  school. 

Model  Farm, — ^Notwithstanding  the  several  inconveniences  which 
had  to  be  contended  with  in  the  tillage  of  the  various  crops,  the  pro- 
duce on  the  whole  was  very  good. 

The  turnips  and  mangels  on  the  greater  part  of  the  farm  fell  short 
of  the  usual  produce,  owing  to  the  fact  of  the  "  after  tillage"  not  having 
been  fully  carried  out,  in  consequence  of  the  inadequate  suppl v  of  labour; 
but  a  proof  of  the  importance  of  such  being  carefully  attended  to,  that 
part  of  the  crop  which  was  properly  treated,  produced  nearly  double 
the  weight  of  the  part  on  which  the  after-culture  was  neglected. 

The  potatoes  were  almost  free  from  blight^  under  the  same  treatment 
as  that  of  the  year  previous. 

The  oats  on  the  farm  fully  realized  my  expectations,  and  was  an 
excellent  crop.  The  barley  would  have  been  an  abundant  crop  also, 
were  it  not  that  it  unfortunately  lodged  at  an  early  period  of  the  season, 
and  was  materially  injured ;  this  could  have  been  prevented  were  I  in 
a  position  to  be  able  to  gQi  up  more  of  the  subsoil,  but  unfortunately 
my  resources,  as  regards  labour,  are  not  such  as  to  enable  me  to  carry 
out  my  ideas  to  perfection. 

The  flax  crop  would  also  have  been  a  good  one,  were  it  not  for  the 
reasons  stated  in  the  preceding  paragraph.  The  seed  was  that  saved 
the  preceding  year  by  myself,  and  was  of  a  very  superior  quality. 

Live  Stock. — A  few  pigs  have  been  kept  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
master,  Mr.  Nelson,  (who  has  invariably  since  his  appointment  devoted 
his  best  energies  to  forwarding  every  industrial  project  in  the  Work- 
house). They  are  fed  on  the  refuse  matter  of  the  cooking  department, 
and  of  the  farm,  and  with  very  good  effect,  as  they  have  brought  a 
large  sum  of  money  by  economizing  matters  which  would  otherwise  go 
to  waste. 

Manures. — The  solid  manures  of  the  Workhouse  are  regularly  carried 
to  the  site  (which  was  made  in  May  last)  in  the  centre  of  the  i&rm,  and 
placed  in  layers  with  earth  or  mould.  The  liquid  from  the  privies  is 
also  collected  in  boxes  and  removed  from  thence  in  a  cart  made  for  the 
purpose,  and  drawn  by  a  donkey,  from  which  the  manure  heap  receives 
a  top-dressing  daily. 
Fermanent  IviprovemenU. — A  large  portion  of  ground  between  the 
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Appendix  I.   Workhouse  and  the  pablic  road  (on  which  the  earthy  &c.  from  the 

II.  Appendix     ^o^i^dations  of  the  Workhouse  buildings  was  placed,  and  which  gave 

to  Dr.  Kirk-      the  farm  a  most  untidy  and  unsightly  appearance),  is  now  under  a 

patrick'sIUport.  course  of  reclamation,  and  when  completed  will  add  materially  to  the 

KOnuMoeh     ^'op'oved  appearance  of  the  farm.     A  main  drain,  with  a  few  parallel 

Union  drains,  is  opened,  and  at  present  in  progress  of  completion. 
WorkhouM  During  the  past  year  there  has  been  a  tank  erected  for  the  reception 
tarm,  ^£  ^^^  \\qpi^  manure ;  but  it  is  of  so  imperfect  a  construction  that  1  am 
afraid  it  is  of  little  use,  neither  the  sides  nor  the  bottom  have  been 
cemented,  consequently  spring  water  can  have  free  access.  I,  however, 
yet  hope  to  be  able  to  satisfy  the  Board  as  to  the  importance  of  these 
matters. 

Progress  of  AgrieidturcU  Improvement — The  people  of  this  locality 
are  very  prone  to  dairy  feirming;  and  with  the  exception  of  a  few  gen- 
tlemen's farms  I  cannot  see  any  coming  up  to  the  mark  of  what  I  could 
call  an  improved  system  of  agriculture.  It  is  true,  however,  that  in 
some  instances  good  has  been  done,  I  consider,  from  the  example  set 
them  in  the  cultivation  and  produce  of  the  model  £B,rm.  As  regards 
the  treatment  of  their  cattle  I  cannot  at  all  concur  in  their  management, 
as  they  are  invariably  in  the  habit  of  allowing  them  to  remain  exposed 
to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  during  the  night,  and  at  all  seasons  of 
the  year. 

Concluding  OhservcUions, — I  beg  to  refer  to  the  accompanying  report 
and  statistics  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  at  their  meeting  on 
yesterday,  and  which  was  read  and  approved  of  by  them.  It  shows 
the  profits  derived  from  the  feirm  for  the  four  last  years,  and  although 
these  profits  fluctuate  considerably,  this  is  explained  by  the  flEkct  of  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners  requiring  the  year  to  be  closed  on  the  29th 
September,  when  only  an  imaginary  valuation  could  be  taken.  However 
this  year  the  accounts  were  kept  open  until  nearly  all  the  produce  was 
sold,  and  I  am  therefore  enabled  to  submit  a  correct  return.  I  might 
also  observe  that  I  intend  to  change  one  of  the  rotations^  and  to  grow 
none  but  green  crops  in  the  "  Five-Course  Shift,''  finding  that  they  are 
all  required  for  use  in  the  Workhouse,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
the  produce  will  be  more  remunerating. 

Patrick  P.  CHaoan,  Agriculturist 

To  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Kilmallock  Union. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  leave  to  fumifih  you  with  a  Beport  on  the  management 
of  the  Workhouse  farm  since  August,  1851. 

When  I  commenced  my  duties,  at  the  date  above  referred  to,  the  iarm  was 
subdivided  by  crooked  and  useless  fences — along  the  boundary  was  a  large  por- 
tion of  ground  perfectly  waste — in  short,  there  was  about  1a.  3r.  occupiel  with 
interior  fences,  &c.,  which  would  at  least,  under  careful  tillage,  bring  from  j£25 
to  £40  a-year.^  1  he  soil  was  for  the  most  part  overrun  with  weeds  of  the  very 
worst  description ;  the  manure  of  the  Workhouse  (which  was  always  intended 
for  the  farm)  was  in  a  great  measure  allowed  to  run  to  waste  for  want  of  care 
and  attention  in  its  proper  collection  and  management,  and  there  was  no  regular 
way  ot  getting  through  the  farm,  nor  was  there  any  regular  system  of  cropping 
pursued. 

Improvements  since  effected. — All  the  old  fences  are  now  levelled—the  waste 
along  the  boundary  has  been  reclaimed—the  soil  for  the  most  part  is  thoroughly 
cleared  of  weeds,  and  enriched  with  umnurcs,  which  have  been  more  carelully 
collected  and  applied  than  formerly.  Some  of  the  farm  and  Workhouse  groimds 
have  been  drained,  and  the  waste  of  head-lands  prevented,  as  well  as  the  loss  of 
time  in  horse  labour  economized  by  a  road  which  is  now  made  in  a  proper  place 
on  the  farm. 

A  systematic  and  orderly  course  of  cropping  has  been  ftilly  established,  which 
will  tend  to  increase  the  fertility  of  and  diminish  the  growth  of  weeds  in  the 
soil,  and  also  afford  the  opportunity  (in  most  cases)  of  taking  two  or  three  crops 
off  the  same  portion  of  ground  in  one  year. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


364.]  of  National  JEdwatian  in  Ireland.  475 

The  FVq/i/ji.— In  reviewing  the  accounts  of  the  ferm  for  the  lart  four  years,  I   Appbkdix  I. 

ad  that  the  profits  arising  from  the  lahour  of  the  pauper  boys,  is  as  follows :—  

XI.  Appendix 

£    s.    d.  to  Dr.  Kirk-* 

Tear  ended  the  31st  December,  1851,  .        68    8  1 1  Patrick's  Report. 

Do.  Slst  December,  1862,  .      207    0    0  — - 

Do.  29th  September,  1853,  .        63    2     9j  KdmaUoek 

Do.  29th  September,  1864,         .  7  If    6|  y^^ut^ 

Total  for  the  four  years, £836  10    2i  ^*'"*- 


£    «. 

rf. 

36  15 

0 

58    0 

0 

32  10 

0 

48     9 

0 

:i7o     5 

0 

43  16 

3 

84     2 

6* 

Average  on  the  fonr  years,        ....     £84    2    6} 

I  find  also  that  the  amount  paid  in  Salaries,  which  should  not  be  charged  to 
he  farm,  (as  compensation  is  giycn  for  it  in  the  instruction  afforded  the  boys) 
s  as  follows: — 

Tear  ended  the  3l8t  December,  1851, 
Do.  Slst  December,  1852, 

Do.  29th  September,  1853, 

Do.  29th  September,  1854, 

Total  for  the  four  years, £175 

Ayerage  for  the  four  years, 
ATerage  for  pauper  labour  for  do. 

Total,  being  the  profits  per  year,        ...    £127  18    9j^  | 

This  latter  sum  when  divided  by  the  number  of  acres  now  available  for  crop- 
ping, (27  statute)  leaves  a  net  annual  gain  per  acre  of  £4  12s.  Q\d.  \ 

It  appears  that  the  items  in  the  stock  taken  on  the  Slst  December,  1652,  and 
that  of  the  29th  September,  1853,  did  not  produce  (in  quantity  or  price)  in 

accordance  with  th  err  valuation,  which  caused  the  profits  of  this  year  in  particular  j 

to  be  very  low,  although  in  reality  the  profits  are  gpreater  than  that  oi  the  years 
previous.    The  stock  which  was  taken  on  the  23rd  December  for  the  29th  Sep- 

temher  last  is  perfect^  correcU  as  the  items  of  which  it  was  composed  were  all  | 

sold,  with  the  exception  of  forty  tons  of  turnips,  eight  tons  of  hay,  and  seven 
and  a-half  tons  of  barley  straw. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain.  Gentlemen, 

Tour  obedient  servant,  i 

P.  F.  0*Haoan,  Agriculturist. 
EHmallock  Workhouse,  January  8rd,  1855. 
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Appendix  I.      7,   NbWCASTLB  UnION  W0EKHOU8E  AaETCULTUEAL  NATIONAL  ScHOOL, 

11.  Appendix  County  Limerict 

^^tricicVR?  rt      -Affricultural  Instruction, — The  boys  under  my  care  (aged  from  niEe 

^_L-  ^  '  to-  fifteen)  receive  agricultural  instruction  every  morning  for  one  Lour. 

Newcattle     They  then  work  at  the  farm  until  breakfast,  which  is  generally  aboot 

WruT        ^^  o'clock.     They  attend  a  literary  school  after  breakfiist  hour  until 

Farin,       ^^^  o'clock^  after  which,  they  work  again  on  the  farm  until  dinner, 

which  is  about  four  o'clock  in  winter,  and  five  in  summer.    The  number 

fluctuates  very  much,  many  of  them  being  eagerly  sought  for  by  &jmers 

this  year.     The  daily  average  for  the  year  was  thirty. 

Model  Farm. — The  four-course  rotation  was  completely  established, 
and  wheat  for  the  first  time  was  sown  in  the  clover  late  in  December, 
(not  being  able  to  get  the  land  sooner  &om  the  parties  who  purchased 
the  clover).    I  beg  to  call  attention  to  an  experiment  which  I  made 
relative  to  the  transplanting  of  wheat.    The  worm  having  made  dreadful 
havoc,  about  a  rood  of  it  being  apparently  eat  ofiT,  I  harrowed  it  with  a 
common  harrow,  and  rolled  it  same  day  with  a  very  heavy  roller.    In 
a  few  days  I  saw  the  plants  which  had  been  torn  up  by  the  harrow 
growing  vigorously.     This  led  me  to  understand  that  wheats  if  trans- 
planted, would  do  well.    I  then  transplanted  this  rood,  finding  plants 
enough  to  spare  in  other  parts,  and  though  doing  it  under  unfavourable 
circumstances,  (the  plants  being  too  old,  and  the  weather  very  dry),  yet, 
it  proved  to  be  the  most  prolific  part  of  the  crop.     The  wheat  braird 
is  also  attacked  in  the  same  way  at  present,  and  I  have  shaken  coarse 
salt  on  it  at  the  rate  of  one  ton  to  the  Irish  acre;  but  it  would  be  much 
better  to  shake  it  on  the  grass  before  the  ploughing,  as  it  would  come 
in  contact  more  immediately  with  the  vermin  nursed  by  the  preceding 
crop  of  clover. 

Manures, — 1?here  is  a  liquid  manure  tank  into  which  all  the  sewers 
leading  from  the  laundry  and  all  other  parts  of  the  establishment  are 
discharged,  and  attached  to  it  is  a  large  manure  pit^  in  which  all  rub- 
bish and  cleanings,  &c.,  of  the  establishment  are  deposited.  The  surplus 
of  liquid  manure  is  sold  to  the  surrounding  farmers,  and  will  be  a  means 
of  enriching  the  surrounding  locality.  I  procured  a  cart,  and  had  a 
large  manure  box  made  to  fit  the  cart,  this  I  hired  to  the  farmers  by 
the  day.  The  Board  have  now  ordered  me  from  Dublin  a  liquid  manure 
cart,  pump,  and  distributer,  for  the  sum  of  £18.  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
give  a  very  favourable  report  of  its  results  in  my  next  Report. 

Permanent  Improvement  and  preparatory  culture  of  the  Wheal, — ^The 
clover  lea  was  ploughed  into  beds  eight  feet  wide,  and  then  rolled  so 
as  to  make  th^  surface  level  for  the  seed,  which  was  sown  broad-cast 
The  furrows  (fifteen  inches  wide)  were  dug  deeply,  and  shovelled  on  the 
beds  as  covering.  They  were  then  subsoiled  and  shovelled  on  the  sur- 
face. When  the  wheat  was  removed,  I  ploughed  the  land,  having 
the  furrows  in  the  centre  of  the  beds,  which  I  am  now  subsoiling,  thus 
nearly  one-third  of  the  plot  is  subsoiled  by  this  course,  two-thirds  will 
be  done  the  next,  and  the  entire,  the  third  course ;  each  division  will 
be  treated  in  the  same  way  as  the  wheat  shifts  over  the  fiirm.  This 
mode  of  proceeding  is  to  be  recommended  very  much  to  the  small 
farmers,  as  they  can  gradually  subsoil  their  farms  in  this  way. 

Progress  of  Agricultural  Improvement — Many  of  the  farmers  of  this 
locality  are  becoming  acquainted  with  the  improved  course  of  husbandry, 
and  though  they  do  not  carry  out  a  systematic  rotation,  yet  they  grow 
very  good  crops.  They  frequently  visit  the  Workhouse  farm,  and  see 
its  courso  of  cultivation. 

Lawesnce  O'Shaughnesst,  Agriculturist.  ^ 
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8.  MoNAGHAN  Union  Woekhotjsb  Agrioultubal  School.  Appewdix  L 

4th  January,  1855.     ^^'^f^^ 

Agricultural  Instruction. — The  Agricultaral  Class  at  present  consists  patricksReport. 
of  fifteen  hoys,  selected  from  the  sequel  and  third  classes  of  the  school     Monaghan 
They  receiye  agricultural  instruction  for  half  an  hour  each  day.     The        iMm 
text  books  used  are  the  Agricultural  Class  Book  and  Murphy*s  Agrical*     l^orlcJuntm 
tural  Instructor.     Owing  to  the  fluctuating  nature  of  the  attendance  ^"'^ 

much  cannot  be  effected  j  but,  however,  those  who  attend  regularly  are 
making  fair  progress. 

The  Industrial  Class  consists  of  but  ten  boys,  comprising  all  those  in 
the  Agricultural  Class,  with  the  exception  of  those  who  attend  the 
weaving.  They  work  on  the  farm  for  two  hours  daily,  and  in  general 
take  great  interest  in  their  work. 

Model  Farm, — This  consists  of  about  one  acre,  allocated  for  the 
industrial  training  of  the  boys.  The  crops  cultivated  last  year  were, 
potatoes,  turnips,  mangel,  cabbage,  onions,  and  carrots.  The  carrots 
failed,  owing,  I  believe,  to  bad  seed,  and  mangel  was  dibbled  in  their 
place.     The  other  crops  succeeded  very  well. 

There  has  been,  as  yet,  no  regular  system  of  rotation  followed. 

I  intend  to  adopt  a  six-course  shift,  for  which  purpose  I  will  divide 
the  land  into  six  equal  portions,  and  crop  it  in  tbe  following  manner, 
viz.  : — first  year,  cabbage  ;  second  year,  mangel ;  third  year,  potatoes  ; 
fourth  year,  turnips ;  fifth  year,  carrots  and  parsnips ;  sixth,  onions. 
The  above  shows  the  different  crops  on  the  same  division  during  tbe 
course  of  the  rotation. 

As  it  is  but  three  months  since  my  appointment,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  effect  much  improvement  in  the  agricultural  department  as  yet, 
but  I  will  endeavour  to  carry  out  your  views  as  efficiently  as  possible, 
and  trust  to  be  enabled  to  forward  a  satisfactory  Report  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

James  Qillespis,  Teacher  and  Agriculturist. 
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Appgypix  L      9.  Clonm^  Woekhousb  Agbicultubal  National  School,  County 
II.  Appendix  Tipperary. 

B^iick'ERe''  rt.  ^Qnctdtural  Clou. — This  class  contains  eighty  boys,  selected  from 
^^**^'^  ^  the  higher  classes  of  the  school,  who  receive  agricultural  instraction, 
G'onmel  Union  after  work,  for  half  an  hour  on  five  evenings  each  week.  The  time 
for  this  instruction  was  changed,  as  it  was  found  impossible  to 
teach  in  the  morning,  owing  to  unavoidable  bustle  and  noise  while 
making  up  beds,  cleaning,  &c.,  in  dormitories  immediately  over  the 
school- room. 

Industrial  Class, — Oi?e  hundred  and  twenty  boys  work  on  the  farm 
at  present,  in  divisions  of  forty,  each  day,  so  that  they  have  two  out 
of  three  days  at  school. 

Though  forty  of  the  boys  working  on  the  farm  are  not  included  in 
the  *'  Agricultural  Class,"  they  attend  the  agricultural  lectures ;  and  as 
they  belong  to  the  lower  classes  in  the  school,  I  intend  after  a  time 
giving  them  separate  instruction  as  a  junior  class,  from  which,  accord- 
ing as  they  acquire  proficiency,  they  will  be  advanced  to  the  senior 
class.  I  generally  lecture  two  evenings  in  succession,  and  examine  the 
third,  which  calls  forth  the  attention  and  memory  of  the  pupils,  and 
stamps  the  subject  on  their  minds.  With  few  exceptions  they  seem 
most  desirous  to  learn  the  principles  of  agriculture,  and  they  perform 
their  work  with  great  cheerfulness. 

The  attention  of  the  boys,  while  at  work,  is  frequently  called  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  different  practical  operations  are  performed,  and 
no  opportunity  is  lost  of  impressing  on  their  minds  the  great  necessity 
of  acquiring  industrious  habits,  and  of  adhering  to  truth  and  honesty 
— traits  of  character  so  essential  in  servants.  Sucb  discourses  I  have 
found  to  make  a  strong  impression  fgr  the  better  on  their  tender  minds. 
Farm  Managements — I  was  obliged  to  change  the  courses  of  rotation 
given  in  my  last  Eeport,  in  consequence  of  the  deficient  supply  of 
manure  and  labour,  occasioDed  by  the  decrease  in  the  number  of 
paupers. 

1  have  now  adopted  the  following  rotation,  which  is  better  adapted 
to  our  present  circumstances,  and  which'  will  be  in  full  operation  the 
second  year : 

SECOMB   TEAR. 

No.  1.  Wheat,  laid  down  vith  grftsi^ 
seeds. 
„  2.  Potatoes,  onions,  cabbage,  and 
turnips. 
.„  p.  QarrQts,  ,  parsnips,   beet,    and 

mangel. 
„  4.  Oats., 
„  5.  (xrass^  for  hay  or  soiling.    ' 


FIRST  TEAR. 

No.  1.  Potatoes,  onions,  and  turnips. 

,,  2,  Carrots,    parsnips,   beet,   and 

mangel. 
„   3.  Oats. 

,,   4.  Cabbage  and  turnips. 
„   5.  Wheat,  laid  down  with  grass- 
seeds. 


Should  the  supply  of  manure  and  labour  increase,  cabbage  may  be 
substituted  for  oats,  and  the  breadth  of  turnips  increased. 

Permanent  Improvements, — The  remainder  of  the  internal  fences  have 
been  levelled ;  the  necessary  rovLfh  laid  off  and  paved  with  stones 
obtained  from  the  old  fences;  four  and  a-half  English  acres  were  sub- 
soiled  j  the  boundary  wail  has  been  completed  all  to  sixty  English 
perches,  which  will  be  finished  the  ensuing  spring ;  steads  for  dung- 
heaps  have  been  made,  and  a  ground  hedge  pknted  round  the 
cemetery.  *  .... 

The  profits  for  this  being  considerably  less  than  for  last  year,  wiU  be 
accounted  for  by  the  failure  of  our  onions  and  carrots — the  potatoes 
being  checked  in  mwth  by  blight  before  they  came  to  matunty,  and 
their  being  ordered  for  the  paupers  at  a  rate  of  6d.  por  stone  by  the 
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Guardians^  when  the  average  price  in  marlwet  wais  6^d  to  7d,  per  stone.  Appendix  I. 
I  find  the  tnmips  on  the  ground  were  undervalued  by  the  valuators,  as  jj  Xroendix 
I  sold  them  since.  to  Dr.  Kirk- 

Manure, — This  is  collected  from  every  available  source  about  the  patrick'sReport. 
establishment^  and  is  made  up  in  alternate  layers,  thus  : —first,  earth ;  cicnmd  Union 
next,  straw ;  then  excrements  and  weeds ;  and  lastly,  the  whole  covered     WorlAoute 
with  earth.     The  pulverized  earth  on  top  and  bottom  prevent  the  most       Farm. 
valuable  parts  of  the  dung  from  escaping.    The  heaps  are  kept  loose 
to  promote  rapid  fennentation,  and  are  turned  and  thoroughly  mixed 
a  month  or  six  weeks  before  using.     I  regi*et  to  state  that  up  to  the 
present  this  farm  could  not  be  considered  as  a  ''  modeP  for  the  neigh- 
bouring farmers,  there  being  a  largo  portion  of  it  waste  every  year 
since  it  came  into  possession,  for  want  of  the  necessary  means  of  work- 
ing it ;  but  now  that  a  couple  of  mules  and  carts,  with  the  necessary 
implements,  have  been  provided,  mainly  through  the  kind  interference 
of  Joseph  Kenny,  Esq.,  D.V.O.,  I  expect  our  example  in  future  will  be 
worthy  of  imitation. 

John  Ebnxy,  Agriculturist. 
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10.  Cakeick-on-Suie  Union  Workhousr  Ageicttltubal  School,       Apphtoix  L 

County  Tipperary.  U.  Appendix 

_  -  ,    _.  ^rt»»i-  toDr.  JKirk- 

26th  January,  ISoo,  patrick*iRepoii. 

Agricultural  Instimctwn. — The  agricultural  class  at  present  consists  Carrich<»i-8mr 
of  twelve  hoys,  and  their  progress  in  this  department  has  been  very        Union 
creditable,  considering  the  age  of  most  of  the  pupils,  and  their  constant     Wi^kJwum 
shifting  in  and  out  of  the  Workhouse,  which  is  a  very  serious  drawback  *""' 

to  their  improvement. 

Model  Farm. — I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  balance  sheet  for  the  year 
affords  a  satisfactory  proof  that  the  system  of  cropping,  and  mode  of 
cultivation  here  is  creditable^  The  Royal  Dublin  Society  at  the  late 
annual  autumnal  exhibition,  awarded  this  Union  the  second  prize  for 
Workhouse  farm  produce. 

The  agricultural  department  is  conducted  in  a  manner  so  as  to  give 
satisfaction  to  the  Agricultural  Inspector,  to  the  Guardians  of  the  Union, 
and  to  every  other  visiter  to  the  establishment;  for,  besides  cultivating 
our  farm  on  improved  principles,  and  producing  good  crops,  we  train 
up  a  useful  class  of  boys  who  obtain  employment  from  farmers  within 
the  Union  according  as  they  are  fit. 

Manures. — By  the  excellent  and  judicious  system  of  house-feeding 
adopted  by  the  Guardians,  which  I  am  happy  to  state  is  very  successful, 
I  am  enabled  to  manure  one-fourth  of  the  farm  with  yard  manure,  at 
the  rate  of  thirty  tons  per  acre,  each  year.  This  manure  is  collected 
and  preserved  in  a  water-tight  pit,  and  improved  in  quality  by  the  con- 
stant addition  of  the  liquid  and  night-soil  from  the  privies. 

In  the  early  part  of  spring  (February)  the  heap  is  turned,  by  which 
all  the  different  substances  of  which  it  is  composed  are  evenly  incor- 
porated. 

Live  Stock  and  Dairy  Management, — ^The  stock  at  present  on  the 
farm  consists  of  three  milch  cows,  and  three  draught  animals.  The 
Guardians  have  niade  an  order  to  purchase  eight  more  milch  cows 
immediately,  the  entire  of  which  wiU  be  supported  exclusively  on  the 
produce  of  the  farm.  Immediately  after  the  cows  are  milked  morning 
and  evening,  the  milk  is  brought  to  the  Workhouse  for  consumption,  thus 
securing  the  readiest  market  for  it. 

One-half  the  agriculturist's  salary  and  rations,  and  half  the  salary  of 
a  night  watchman  are  debited  to  the  farm  under  the  head  of  labour. 
Neither  of  these  items  being  debited  the  previous  year,  the  profit  appears 
consequently  less  for  this  yeat ;  and  another  reason  why  the  profit  is  so 
small  is,  that  last  year  was  the  first  in  which  cows  were  kept,  and  the 
crops  were  not  sufficient  for  house-feeding  the  number  (ten)  on  hands, 
consequently,  a  large  quantity  of  food  had  to  be  bought  at  a  high  price, 
every  description  of  produce  having  during  that  year  rated  high.  I 
should  also  observe  that  the  Guardians  only  allowed  sixpence  per 
gallon  for  the  milk  during  the  winter,  and  fourpenoe  during  the  summer 
half-year.  Ilowever,  the  more  efficient  training  afforded  the  boys 
working  on  the  farm,  and  the  greater  facility  that  now  exists  of  pro- 
curing them  employment,  is  considered  the  most  satisfiBUStory  and 
conclusive  source  of  profit. 

BiOHAED  PoWEE,  Agriculturist. 
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11.  TippERART  Workhouse  National  AaRiouLTURAL  School. 

5tli  Jantiaiyy  1855. 

Agricultural  Ingtruction, — There  are  at  present  in  the  male  school  190 
pupils  instructed  by  two  teachers,  and  divided  into  two  classes : — first, 
the  trades  and  farm  boys ;  second,  those  who  are  incapacitated  for  labour. 
The  former  are  taught  from  half-past  eight  o'clock  to  half-past  eleven, 
and  the  latter  from  twelve  to  three. 

Industrial  Class, — Eighty  boys  work  on  the  farm,  in  two  dirisions 
of  forty,  each  alternate  day,  and  the  result  of  their  labour  has  been 
highly  satisfactory.  I  have  observed  that  the  boys  who  are  employed 
in  the  open  air  assume  a  strong  and  healthy  appearance,  and  the  dex- 
terity they  have  acquired  in  spade  husbandry  must  tend  to  make  them 
good  and  active  labourers  in  afterlife. 

Agricultural  Class, — Of  the  eighty  boys  employed  on  'the  farm, 
forty-five  are  selected  from  the  senior  dasses,  and  instructed  in  the 
different  agricultural  subjects  suited  to  their  capacity. 

Cultivation  of  the  Farm, — In  my  last  Report  1  explained  the  course 
of  cropping  then  pursued,  viz : — a  four-course  rotation,  but  by  directions 
of  Mr.  Brogan,  I  have  changed  to  a  three-course,  and  divided  the  fiann 
according  to  the  change.  In  No.  1,  turnips ;  No.  2,  onions,  leeks,  cab- 
bages, and  mangels ;  No.  3,  parsnips,  and  carrots.  The  only  drawback 
I  have  to  advert  to  is  the  total  failure  of  1a.  3r.  33p.  of  carrots.  The 
seed  was  sown  the  first  week  of  April,  and  I  paid  the  greatest  attention 
to  the  preparation  of  the  land  for  its  reception,  but  was  obliged  to 
substitute  turnips  in  its  stead,  which  did  tolerably  well,  and  in  a  great 
measure  prevented  the  loss  which  woidd  otherwise  be  experienced. 

Manure, — ^I  consider  it  of  the  utmost  importance  to  pay  the  strictest 
attention  to  the  management  and  collection  of  manure.  Therefore  I  have 
it  dug  into  the  land  in  autumn ;  for  by  doing  so,  it  is  preserved  without 
waste,  and  the  decomposition  it  undergoes  in  the  soil  renders  the  latter 
friable,  and  it  becomes  prep&red  food  for  the  plants,  ready  to  be  taken 
up  iu  the  spring. 

Permanent  Improvements,-^!  have  had  four  perches  of  an  old  ditch 
thrown  down,  and  a  regular  fence  constructed  in  its  stead.  The  super- 
fluous earth  I  used  to  fill  up  an  adjacent  gripe,  after  clearing  it  out  and 
making  a  stone  drain  in  the  bottom,  thereby  increasing  the  arable 
extent  of  the  farm. 

In  consequence  of  being  obliged  to  hold  over  the  produce  for  con- 
sumption in  the  house,  I  have  experienced  a  great  loss  in  the  turnips, 
particularly  as  they  were  of  a  large  and  rich  description,  a  great  quantity 
of  them  rotted ;  but  were  it  allowed  to  make  sale  of  them,  the  balance 
sheet  would  show  a  greater  gain  than  it  now  does. 

John  Moloney,  Agricultoiisi 
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12.  Castlblakb  AaRxouLTUBAL  School^  Casbel  Union,  County         Appendix  I. 

December  31, 1854.     j^^SctRtrt 
Agricultural  Instruction. — An  agricultural  class,  consisting  of  sixty       ST7r  • 
lays,  received  theoretical  and  practical  instruction  in  agriculture  daily     WorJAwte^ 
rum  me,  from  my  appointment  in  May  till  transferred  to  the  parent  house        Farm, 
pi  November  kust.     Thirty-seven  of  this  class  had  left  the  Workhouse 

trior  to  the  visit  of  Mr.  Brogan,  Agricultural  Sub-Inspector,  in  July 
kst.  The  boys  were  transferred  to  the  parent  Workhouse  on  the  Slst 
August,  when  I  was  deputed  to  act  in  the  double  capacity  of  agricul- 
turist and  wardmaster,  from  that  time  to  the  27th  November;  in  con- 
sequence of  which  the  boys  did  not  receive  any  agricultural  instruction, 
and  the  form  was  entirely  neglected  during  that  interval. 

School  Farm, — The  principal  part  of  the  crops  lias  been  disposed  of 
by  auction,  viz.,  oats,  barley,  meadowing,  turnips,  and  cabbages;  the 
remainder  having  been  kept  for  the  house  consumption. 

Manures, — There  is  a  pit  on  the  farm  lor  the  collection  of  solid 
manure;  but  there  is  no  means  of  collecting  the  liquid  yet  provided, 
though  there  have  been  seven  cwt.  of  guano  used  on  two  acres  of  tur- 
nip ground,  for  the  want  of  other  manure. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  express  a  hope  that  my  humble  endeavours 
in  future  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  Commissioners,  as  regards  the 
training  of  the  Workhouse  boys  in  the  improved  mode  of  agriculture 
recommended  by  them,  will  justify  my  claim  for  their  patronage. 

William  Laxbe,  Agricnlturist 
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Appendix  I.      13.  Nenagh  Woekhoube  Agricultural  National  School,  ConDty 

IhA^dlT  Tipperary. 

P»trick*aRe^rt.  January  16,  1855. 

NMalTir  '  AgrxctiUural  Instruction  is  imparted  daily  to  abont  ninety  pupils  Ij 
WorWioute  ^^  literary  teacher.  They  show  an  aptitude  and  desire  for  this  study, 
Farm,  and  on  examination,  answer  with  intelligence  on  the  principles  explained 
in  the  agricultural  books,  especially  the  practical  details,  such  as  pre- 
paratory and  after  culture  of  grain  and  green  crops,  with  the  periods  (»f 
sowing  and  harvesting,  the  amount  of  seed  per  acre  to  be  sown  for  eaei 
crop,  and  the  distances  to  be  left  between  the  drills  and  between  the 
plants.  They  seem  sensible  of  the  advantages  arising  from  the  follow- 
ing points  of  improved  husbandry,  viz. : — house-feeding  stock,  removing 
away  useless  fences,  following  a  regular  system  of  rotation  in  the  tvi- 
tivation  of  crops,  and  draining  and  subsoiling  where  necessary.  Thej 
have  become  great  enemies  to  the  propagation  of  weeds,  and  to  careless 
tillage  generally. 

21ie  Model  Farm  is  cultivated  more  upon  the  plan  of  a  large  garden 
than  after  the  manner  generally  pursued  on  farms,  in  order  to  meet  the 
great  demand  for  vegetable  consumption  in  the  Workhouse,  and  because 
the  remainder  of  the  produce  so  cultivated  can  be  readily  disposed  uf 
in  town  at  a  fair  price.  The  onions  were  not  so  good  last  year  as  ther 
were  the  preceding  year;  neither  did  the  carrots  nor  potatoes  do  well 
the  drought  following  the  sowing  of  the  carrots  was  injurious  to  them; 
but  all  the  other  crops  yielded  a  flair  produce. 

Manure, — The  ashes  and  turf-mould  from  the  house,  the  straw  of  the 
beds,  the  cleansing  of  the  stable,  and  the  privies,  afford  abundant  sourc&i 
of  manure,  which,  according  as  it  is  collected,  is  put  together  in  one 
large  heap,  and  turned  over  in  September,  and  again  in  January.  The 
liquid  manure  of  the  house  is,  in  winter,  poured  over  this  heap;  but  in 
summer,  it  is  generally  used  in  watering  the  crops  after  sunset. 

Agricultural  Improvement, — The  farmers  about  ^N'enagh  are  generallj 
skilful  and  industrious ;  and,  as  far  as  the  social  and  other  conditious 
in  which  they  are  placed  permit^  they  fairly  carry  oat  the  improved 
system  of  tillage. 

Patbigk  CRAHLBTy  Agricoltarist. 
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14*  Enhisoobtht  Woekhottbb  AaBiouLtUBAL  School,  Appendix  I. 

County  Wexford.  n.  Appendix 

January  8, 1855.     pttrfck'sReport. 

Agricultural Instructim, — A  class  of  twenty-five  boys  regularly  receive    Ew^scorikm 
theoretic  instruction  in  agriculture  in  the  school^  and  fifty  are  afforded        tinkm 
the  advantage  of  practical  training  on  the  farm  at  present.  WorkhouM 

The  Agricultaral  Sub-Inspector,  at  his  recent  visit  (25th  Kovember),        ^'^^^' 
expressed  himself  well  satisfied  with  their  progress  and  proficiency  in 
this  depatthient. 

Fann  Cultivation. — I  beg  to  remark  that  the  green  crops,  in  general^ 
were  not  as  heavy  £ls  those  of  previous  years.  The  land  on  which  the 
turnips  grew  was  occupied  with  cabbage  plants  up  to  the  middle  of 
June,  which  accounts  for  the  light  produce  of  this  crop. 

The  parsnip  crop  was  a  failure,  fiaviiig  been  attacked  with  ft  small 
white  grub  which  cut  them  ofl^  under  the  surface,  and  the  damage  being 
discovered  in  June  the  land  was  then  cropped  with  cabbage. 

The  soil  was  a  strong  day;  and  the  manure  applied,  was  that  from  the 
"Workhouse,  mixed  with  old  straw-beds  and  rich  earth,  Ac,  &c.,  which 
was  the  description  of  manure  applied  to  all  the  green  crops  on  tho 
£arra. 

The  onions  were  also  a  bad  cro|),  owing  to  the  dry  spring.  There 
was  one  rood  sown  with  kohl  rabi  which  was  a  complete  failure  by  "finger 
and  toes.**  Swede  turnips  being  sown  in  the  same  land  in  1852  is  the 
only  cause  by  which  I  can  account  for  such  a  total  failure,  as  one  plant 
out  of  the  entire  rood  did  not  escape.  The  disease  made  its  appearance 
the  1st  of  July,  and  in  three  weeks  after,  all  hopes  of  having  a  crop 
disappeared,  I  had  them  removed  and  the  land  cropped  with  cabbage. 
I  had  been  very  successful  with  this  crop  the  two  previous  3rears,  taking 
each  year  the  first  prize  of  the  Ro3ral  Dublin  Society  ;  and  the  mode  of 
cultivation  this  year  was  the  same  with  the  exception  that  turnips  were 
grown  in  1852  on  the  same  soil,  though  mangel  intervened  in  1853  7 
it  goes  in  a  great  measure  to  prove  that  they,  aa  well  as  tumi{>8,  should 
not  be  grown  on  the  same  land  at  intervals  less  than  four  or  ^yq  years. 

The  potatoes,  though  blight  made  its  appearance  in  the  middle  of 
July,  were  a  iBair  crop  j  the  tubers  did  not  afterwards  continue  to  blacken 
as  was  the  case  in  previous  years. 

I  changed  the  distance  of  the  mangel  plants  this  season  from  fifteen 
inches  to  twelve,  and  with  advantage,  as  I  had  some  drills  grown  at  the 
former  distance  beside  the  latter,  and  when  an  equal  quantity  of  drills 
were  trimmed  and  weighed,  the  latter  had  the  advantage.  Our  success 
on  the  alternate  system  with  carrots  and  mangel  was  not  as  marked 
this  year  as  in  previous  years.  The  carrots  being  slow  in  growth  in  the 
early  part  of  the  season,  until  shaded  by  the  large  spreading  mangel 
leaf,  turned  out  a  light  crop.  I  intend  in  future  to  sow  the  carrots  in 
(?very  second  drill  the  first  week  in  April,  and  the  mangel  first  May,  a« 
I  find  the  latter  do  best  when  sown  at  that  time.  By  such  a  change  the 
carrots  will  have  one  month  advantage  over  the  mangel. 

The  manure  being  previously  dug  into  the  mangel  drills  ihey  will 
not  be  formed  until  the  time  of  sowing,  in  order  to  have  them  fresh. 

In  speaking  of  the  alternate  system  I  may  observe  that  I  have  been 
very  successful  with  nonpareil,  York,  and  flat  Dutch  cabbage,  grown  in 
alternate  rows,  the  manure  being  previously  dug  into  the  land  in  Feb- 
ruary, leaving  about  five  inches  of  soil  over  it.  The  nonpareil  was 
planted  the  first  week  in  March,  in  lines  of  three  and  a-half  feet 
apart ;  and  the  first  week  in  April  the  flat  Dutch  was  planted  in  the 
middle  of  the  former  lines ;  thus  giving  one  mouth's  growth  in  advance 
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Appendix  I.   of  the  latter.     The  former  was  white  and  cut  away  the  first  week  in 

II.  Appendix     •^^"®>  before  the  latter  required  space,  which  space  would  be  required 

to  Dr.  Kirk,      had  I  not  planted  the  nonpareil     The  greatest  attention  is  paid  to  keep 

patrick'sReport  up  a  succession  of  cabbage,  by  which  the  market  of  this  town  is  well 

Enniscorihy    supplied ;  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  freely  acknowledge  the  accommo- 

Union       dation  this  farm  affords  them,  as  I  may  say  all  the  prodaoe  is  disposed 

H'orAAotnc     of  there. 

^"^  It  may  be  seen  by  the  table  of  cropping  that  we  had  no  flax  this 

season,  but  in  its  place  and  for  its  preparation  we  had  wheat;  baviDg 
no  land  for  it  but  skfter  a  green  crop  which  I  found,  from  experience,  noc 
successful. — (See  last  Report). 

There  were  five  Irish  acres  planted  under  wheat  the  first  week  in 
March,  two  varieties — white  splugen,  and  white  chaff  red ;  the  former 
had  a  decided  advantage  over  the  latter.  For  the  guidance  of  the 
Guardians  and  visitors,  as  well  as  the  instruction  of  the  boys,  I  bad 
part  sown  in  drills  and  part  broadcast;  the  drills  were  much  better. 
At  the  time  of  sowing,  seven  cwt.  of  salt  was  applied  per  Irish  acre,  with 
a  good  result,  as  part  got  none ;  and  at  the  first  appearance  of  growth 
it  looked  much  better,  but  when  it  came  to  the  sickle  it  was  easily 
known  where  the  salt  was  applied,  by  the  hardness  of  the  straw,  which 
in  a  great  measure  accounts  for  its  not  falling,  though  very  luxuriant, 
the  land  being  after  growing  successive  green  crops.  The  white  splugen 
Vas  seriously  attacked  with  red  rust  the  last  week  in  July;  were  it 
not  for  that,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Agricultural  Committee  that  we 
would  have  twenty  barrels  per  Irish  acre;  fourteen  was  the  produce ; 
and  was  sold  at  thirty-three  shillings  per  barrel,  twelve  shillings  less 
than  what  could  be  obtained  had  we  kept  it  one  month  longer;  this 
was  a  large  loss  on  the  balance  sheet.  Three  and  a-half  Irish  acres  of 
barley  were  sown  the  last  week  in  March,  in  drills,  at  the  rate  of  four- 
teen stones  per  Irish  acre.  The  produce  of  this  crop  far  exceeded  our 
most  sanguine  expectations;  it  being  twenty-three  barrels  per  Irish 
acre,  and  was  also  sold  four  shillings  per  barrel  less  than  what  couM 
be  afterwards  obtained.  The  barley  land  is  sown  down  with  perennial 
and  Italian  rye-grass  alone;  one  and  a-half  acre  of  the  former,  and  two 
acres  of  the  latter,  with  the  object  of  introducing  a  better  variety  of 
grasses  into  the  surrounding  neighbourhood.  This  is  the  first  attempt 
in  carrying  out  the  rotation  mentioned  in  my  last  Eeport,  as  after  this 
year  the  fiax  will  take  its  place  after  the  grasses. 

The  mangel  seed,  as  usual,  was  successful,  and  the  products  of  previous 
years  highly  approved  of  by  large  growers  who  have  sown  it  So  much 
for  the  careful  selection  of  good  bulbs,  on  which  success  altogether 
depends. 

This  year  we  made  the  first  trial  on  the  growth  of  turnip  seed.  The 
one-eighth  of  an  Irish  acre  was  planted  with  Shirving*s  purple  top  Stofd^, 
from  which  we  had  five  bushels  of  seed,  and  for  which  we  are  offered  £2 
10«.  per  bushel ;  such  produce  and  price  would  render  the  acreable  value 
of  this  crop  so  h igh  as  £1 00.  Taking  into  account  the  very  dry  ecasoo, 
and  the  difficulty  of  working  such  a  large  farm  with  weak  help,  onr 
efforts,  on  the  whole,  have  been  most  pleasing  to  the  Guardians,  who 
afford  mo  all  the  necessary  accommodation  required.  They  also  feel 
pleased  in  being  visited  by  your  Sub-Inspector,  M.  Brogan,  Esq.,  and 
having  the  benefit  of  his  suggestions  from  time  to  time,  and  his  reports 
for  the  last  year  were  most  satisfactory  to  them,  while  to  be  prepared 
for  his  examination,  the  little  boys  who  constitute  the  agricultural  class 
are  anxious,  as  well  as  myself,  to  acquire  all  the  knowledge  that  their 
young  minds  are  capable  of  comprehending.  These  boys  are  more  and 
Qipr?  aq^ously  soujQ^ht  after  every  season  by  the  gentlemen  and  Curmcia 
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who  see  thorn  perform  their  work  with  skill  and  activity.     As  nsual,    Appendix  I. 
Mr.  Mnrphy,  our  literary  teacher  has  co-operated  with  rao  in  their  jj^  Appendix 
instruction.   Every  year  the  fann  is  looked  upon  by  the  rate-payers,  as  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
well  as  the  Guardians,  as  a  most  beneficial  concern,  seeing  the  different  patrick'aReport 
systems  carried  out  successfally  here  they  put  them  into  operation  on    Enmacwtiy 
their  own  farms  where  circumstances  admit ;  and  further,  T  have  had        Union 
applications  from  most  respectable  young  men  to  take  them  as  agricul-      WwrkhMtsa 
tural  apprentices,  but  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  would  not  allow 
such  a  course.    Our  profits  this  year  would  be  £100  more,  but  in  taking 
stock,  on  the  31  st  December,  1853,  it  may  bo  seen  that  £300  credit 
was  taken  for  roots,  the  greater  part  of  which  remained  on  hands  until 
late  in  the  spring,  and  was  afterwards  sold  by  auction  at  a  loss  of  not 
less  than  £100. 

I  again  beg  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  kind  mark  of  appro- 
bation which  I  have  received  from  your  Board  in  acknowledgment  of 
my  humble  services. 

Robert  Hawkins^  Agriculturist. 
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Appendix  I.   15.  Ahteim  Workhousb  Agbioultubal  National  School,  CJo.  Antrim. 

to  I^^^^k-*         ^9^^^^^^^  Inttruction. — The  agricultural  class  in  the  school  at 
patrick'sReport.  Present  consists  of  nineteen  boys,  who  receive  instruction  for  half-an- 
-; —         hour  each  day,  chiefly  from  the  agricultural  books  published  by  the 
^^7k^u*^  Board  of  National  Education.     As  the  demand  for  the  services  of  boys 
Farm.        Capable  of  performing  farm  work,  has  been  very  considerable  for  some 
time  past,  few  of  that  description  are  now  in  the  workhouse;  any  of 
those  remaining,  and  able  to  handle  the  spade,  are  generally  kept  at 
work  on  the  farm,  all  the  operations  on  which  they  are  made  to  under- 
stand.    The  smaller  lads  are  also  employed  on  the  £ftrm  at  such  work 
as  is  suitable  to  their  strength  and  capacity;  such  as  hoeing,  scuffling, 
and'cleaning  walks,  picking  up  stones,  weeding,  and  (in  the  season) 
thinning  turnips  and  mangel,  and,  by  means  of  these,  the  greater  part 
of  our  green  crops  have  been  cultivated.     Ail  the  boys  arc  employed 
at  out-door  work  about  four  hours  daily. 

The  farm  consists  of  18a.  2b.,  statute,  cultivated  on  a  four-course 
rotation  of  cropping. 

The  annexed  statement  of  accounts  will  show  the  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements for  the  year  ended  Slst  December  last;  and,  while  a  rea- 
sonable amount  of  profit  (which,  in  my  opinion,  is  but  of  secondary 
moment)  is  shown,  far  more  important  results  affecting  a  class  who,  at 
no  distant  day,  will  form  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  community,  have 
been  secured,  aa  well  as  an  effectual  test  of  destitution  maintained  in  the 
Uniou. 

William  Stbbn,  Master  of  Workhouse  and  Agriculturist 
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16.  Athy  Wobkhoubb  Aoricultubal  School,  Comity  Kildare.         Appendix  i. 

Agricultural  Insfruction, — I  entered  on  the  duties  of  agriculturist  here  to  Dr.  Xirk- 
i n  August,  1 85 3» and,  imuiediateljaftermy  appointment,!  brought  under  patrickv Report 
the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  the  advantages  that  would  result    jtjt7J\,ion 
from  placing  the  agricultural  department  under  the  supervision  of  the      Workkouge 
Commissioners  of  National  Education.     The  Board,  acting  on  this  sug-        Farm. 
gestion,  took  the  necessary  steps  to  insure  its  connexion ;  and,  on  their 
application,  the  Agricultural  Inspector  visited  and  reported,  and  a  free 
stock  of  agricultural  books  was  supplied  for  the  instruction  of  the  boys. 
I  am  happy  to  be  enabled  to  state  that  very  gratifying  results  have 
already  followed  from  the  adoption  of  this  course. 

Agricultural  Class. — This  consists  of  sixty  of  the  more  advanced  boys 
in  the  school,  aged  from  nine  to  fifteen  years,  who,  by  their  proficiency, 
may  be  fit  for  a  place  in  the  class.  Agricultural  instruction  is  im- 
parted for  an  hour  each  evening,  five  till  six,  on  the  various  subjects 
comprehended  under  a  liberal  course  of  agricultural  education.  They 
read  from  the  Agricultural  Class  Book,  Hodges'  Chemistry,  and 
Johnston's  Catechism,  and  are  frequently  instructed  from  lectures  pre- 
pared by  myself,  each  lecture  being  succeeded  by  an  examination. 
The  progress  of  the  pupils  in  these  matters  is  most  satisfactory,  and 
visitors  have  frequently  expressed  their  satisfaction  with  the  proficiency 
displayed  by  this  class  in  agricultural  principles. 

I  fully  concur  in  the  opinions  of  my  fellow-affriculturists,  regarding 
the  agricultural  instruction  of  pauper  children,  being  fully  sensible  of 
the  difficulties  that  are  experienced  ere  success  can  be  attained,  and  that  it 
is  only  by  entering  on  the  duty  with  zeal  and  energy  that  satisfactory 
results  can  be  hoped  for.  The  obstacles  that  operate  most  seriously 
against  this  department  are — first,  the  uneducated  state  in  which  the 
boys  enter  the  workhouse,  this  ignorance  being  frequently  united  with 
vicious  habits;  second,  the  habitual  fluctuations  in  the  attendance  of 
the  class.  When  a  boy  enters,  there  is  no  guarantee  for  his  continuance 
in  the  house,  and,  perhaps,  he  demands  his  discharge  at  the  very  moment 
when  any  symptoms  of  improvement  become  visible;  then,  by  mingling 
again  with  his  former  companions,  forgets  what  he  learned,  and  returns 
again  as  lamentably  ignorant  as  at  first.  It  is  evident  that  the  parents 
of  these  children  allow  them  to  grow  up  in  idle  or  mischievous  pursuits, 
that  little  attention  is  paid  to  their  education,  and  that  when  they  enter 
here  in  this  neglected  state  it  is  hard  to  expect  any  immediate  improve- 
ment. Notwithstanding  these  drawbacks,  a  great  deal  can  still  be  done 
to  remedy  the  condition  of  these  unfortunate  pauper  boys,  by  means  of 
a  good  system  of  industrial  training. 

In  this  workhouse,  all  the  boys  from  the  age  of  seven  years,  and 
upwards,  are  receiving  the  advantages  of  such  training,  being  employed 
either  in  learning  trades,  or  at  agricultural  labour;  and  I  invariably  find 
that  those  who  work  on  the  land  are  less  refractory,  and  benefit  more 
largely  from  every  branch  of  instruction.  The  industrial  class  takes 
part  in  every  operation  of  the  farm,  and  it  is  really  gratifying  to  wit- 
ness the  cheerfulness  and  dexterity  with  which  they  perform  their  work. 
This  class  is  divided  into  two  sections,  who  work  on  alternate  days ;  so 
that  practical  instruction  in  the  field,  and  literary  teaching  in  the  school, 
go  on  hand-in-hand.  The  members  of  this  class  are  frequently  em- 
ployed as  farm  servants;  during  the  last  six  months,  no  less  than  thirty 
of  them  obtained  employment  as  such,  and  I  feel  happy  in  being  enabled 
to  state  that,  in  the  generality  of  cases,  they  have  given  satisfaction  to 
their  employers.  I  have  no  doubt  but  we  will  in  a  short  time  add  very 
materially  to  the  number  of  educated  labourers  iu  this  locality,  and. 
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Appendix  I.  thereby,  supply  a  want  which  is  being  seriously  felt,  in  conseqaence  of 

II  Appendix     *^®  diminution  of  this  class  by  emigration,  &c. 

to  Or.  Kirk-  Workhouse  School  Farm, — The  extent  of  the  farm  is  34a.  Ob.  14p.. 

patritk'iReport.  atatute  measure,  and  consists  of  two  separate  portions  of  land.  The  ori- 
Athy  Lnum  S^^^  farm,  immediately  adjoining  the  house,  contains  17a.  3b.  23p.. 
WorA/umse  and  the  additional  IGa.  Ob.  31  p.,  having  been  rented  by  the  Board  vi 
Farm,  Guardians,  about  five  years  ago,  to  afford  employment  to  the  large 
number  of  able-bodied  paupers  then  in  the  house.  The  latter  portion 
is  detached  from  the  house ;  and  now  that  the  number  of  hands  avail- 
able  for  labour  has  decreased  so  considerably,  I  understand  that  it  is 
to  be  given  up,  and  all  the  labour  concentrated  on  the  fami  immediately 
connected  with  the  establishment.  The  soil  is  a  sandy  loam,  of  very 
fair  quality,  resting  on  a  calcareous  subsoil.  It  is  loose  and  friaUc, 
and  of  a  depth  suflicient  to  admit  of  all  the  improved  implements  of  hu.-:- 
bandry  being  used  in  its  cultivation.  The  crops  grown  on  it  arc  quick 
In  coming  to  maturity,  and,  with  moderate  manuring,  very  fair  returns 
may  be  obtained.  Heretofore  no  regular  system  of  rotation  was  observed 
in  the  croppiug  of  tbe  land,  precedence  being  always  given  to  that  cnf 
which  entailed  the  least  expense,  and  suited  best  the  purchasers  of  tbt' 
locality,  regardless  of  regularity  or  system.  The  injurious  conaequenccs 
of  this  course  are  now  about  being  obviated  by  the  adoption  of  regular 
rotations,  suited  both  to  the  soil  and  to  our  circumstances.  On  one 
portion  of  the  farm  a  three-course  shift  is  to  be  followed,  where  the 
division  in  grass  can  be  very  advantageously  irrigated  with  the  liquiJ 
manure  from  the  cess-pool ;  and,  by  this  means,  the  superabundance  of 
this  valuable  liquid  can  bo  converted  to  profitable  use.  On  the  portion 
enclosed  inside  the  walls,  a  six-courso  green  crop  rotation  is  to  be  fol- 
lowed, by  which  we  will  be  enabled  to  raise  a  large  amount  of  vege- 
tables for  the  use  of  the  house,  the  surplus  finding  a  ready  sale  in  tbe 
market  I  trust,  in  course  of  time,  to  procure  some  fruit  trees,  which 
may  bo  trained  along  the  walls,  which  will  add  to  the  instruction  of  ihe 
boys,  as  well  as  considerably  increase  the  profits  of  the  industrial 
department. 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  observations  on  the  crops  cultivated  :— 
Mangels, — 1  would  be  anxious  to  direct  special  attention  to  this  crop, 
particularly,  as  a  portion  of  the  ground  occupied  by  it  was  heretofore  a 
common  marsh,  producing  only  weeds  and  aquatic  plants;  but  now, 
when  properly  dniiqed  and  reclaimed,  it  has  returned  a  produce  of  forty 
tons  per  statute  acre,  which,  being  sold  at  145.  per  ton,  amounts  to  £2S, 
or  £45  8s,,  per  Irish  acre.  The  cleanness  and  uniformity  of  this  crop 
attiucted  a  great  deal  of  attention  during  the  different  stages  of  its 
growth,  and  affords  a  strong  illustration  of  what  judicious  reclaoiatio!! 
is  iMe  to  effect.  The  seed  was  dibbled  in  at  distances  of  fourteen 
inches,  and  whenever  a  blank  appeared,  it  was  immediately  filled  up, 
by  lifting  with  a  trowel  a  few  of  the  seedlings  from  an  adjaeent  clump, 
and  placing  them  cautiously  in  a  prepared  receptacle  in  the  vacint 
space,  carefully  pressing  the  clay  gently  around  their  delicate  root^. 
By  this  plan,  the  growtli  of  the  transplanted  root  was  not  in  the  least 
retarded,  and  it  is  surprising  the  area  of  ground  that  an  active  man 
can  get  through  in  a  day;  and  tbe  success  of  the  operation,  when  care- 
fully performed,  should  recommend  its  general  adoption. 

Turnips, — At  the  period  of  sowing  the  turnip  crop  the  weather  was 
unusually  warm ;  and  the  soil  being  rather  sandy,  I  dreaded  the  ravages 
of  the  fly  very  much ;  so,  in  order  to  escape  the  usually  fatal  conse- 
quences of  its  atUick,  I  mixed  the  Swede  with  the  seed  of  the  yellow 
globe,  or  Dales-hybrid ;  as  the  latter  first  appeared  above  ground,  (be 
ily  preyed  upon  them^  and  in  tbe  proceea  of  thinning  none  but  the 
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Swede  were  allowed  to  remain.     I  found  this  to  turn  out  a  very  sue-   Appendix  I. 
ccssful  experiment.     The  after-culture  of  tliis  crop,  as  well  as  of  the  jj  Appendix 
TTi angels,  was  carefully  attended  to,  by  regular  hoeing,  digging,  weed-  to  Dr.  K irk- 
ing, tVc,  &c.  patrickaUeport. 

J*lax. — The  area  of  ground  allotted  this  crop  was  exactly  one  rood,    jihVunum 
and  it  was  tried  more  as  an  experiment  than  for  gain ;  though  there  is      Workhouse 
no  question  but  flax  should,  unless  under  peculiar  circumstances,  bo        i''o"». 
I^rown  on  every  workhouse  fanh,  in  order  to  afford  the  paupers  plenty 
of  industrial  employment,  and  relieve  the  Union  of  the  enormous 
expense  that  attends  the  purchase  of  clothing  materials.     I  am  sorry 
to  state  that  we  must  be  obliged  to  discontinue  its  growth  on  this  farm, 
on  account  of  the  unsuitability  of  the  soil,  and  there  being  no  storage 
for  it  on  the  premises. 

Live  Stock. — I  regret  to  have  to  remark  that  there  has  been  no  live 
stock  kept  on  this  farm,  nor  does  there  seem  any  probability  of  imme* 
d lately  remedying  this  deficiency,  though  the  keeping  of  live  stock  on 
these  farms  would  effect  a  considerable  saving  for  the  Union,  by  econo- 
mizing portions  of  farm  produce  which  must  otherwise  go  to  waste,  or 
bo  disposed  of  for  a  trifle.  I  have  seen  the  keeping  of  cattle  work  very 
favourably  in  other  unions,  and  in  none  do  I  believe  could  the  practice 
bo  better  carried  out  than  in  this  establishment.  I  have  on  several 
occasions,  represented  the  matter  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and 
showed  them  the  expediency  of  such  a  course,  and  how  it  directly 
serves  to  make  the  industrial  training  of  the  boys  more  effectual;  but 
as  yet  my  representations  have  been  ineffectual. 

The  management  of  the  agricultural  department  during  the  past 
year  was  very  successful,  and  not  only  fully  realised  the  expectations 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  but  also  met  with  the  approbation  of  the 
agricultural  Sub-Inspector,  who  left  the  following  record  of  his  visit : — 

Having:  inspected  the  workhouse  farm,  and  examined  a  class  of  twenty-two 
boys  in  the  science  of  agriculture,  I  am  happy  to  be  enabled  to  state  that  there 
has  been  a  very  fair  amoimt  of  progress  since  my  former  visit,  and  such  as  will 
justify  me  in  recommending  the  agriculturist  for  a  gratuity. 

I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  suggestions  left  at  my  previous  visit,  relative  to  the 
systematic  cropping  of  the  land,  hare  been  attended  to,  by  the  adoption  of  two 
different  rotations,  of  which  1  entirely  approve. 

I  also  beg  to  append  the  following  observations  of  visitors  who 
inspected  and  inquired  into  the  working  of  the  agricultural  department 
during  the  year: — 

We  have  visited  the  workhouse  f^rm  to-day,  and  heard  a  class  examined  in 
agriculture,  and  were  vcrjr  much  struck  with  the  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
principles  of  agriculture  displayed  by  this  class,  as  examined  by  the  agricultural 
teacher. 

James  Walkkb,  Lame. 
July  18,  1834.  George  Biuch,  Comber. 

I  have  seen  the  workhouse  farm,  and  examined  its  crops.  I  also  heard  the 
boys  examined,  and  their  proficiency  in  agriculture  is  very  great. 

Charles  Fogh, 
August  20,  1854.  Copenhagen,  Dermark. 

Manvres, — Every  opportunity  calculated  to  promote  the  collection 
of  this  indispensable  auxiliary  has  been  carefully  observed.  The  dung- 
lieap  is  regularly  formed  of  lUtcrnate  layers  of  bog-mould,  decomposed 
stniw,  vegetable  refuse,  and  the  like,  and  regularly  watered  with  the 
liquid  of  the  cess-pool  every  morning,  and  immediately  covering  it  with 
j>repared  bog-mould.  The  privy  contents  are  kept  in  a  separate  recep- 
tacle, mixed  with  pulverized  earth  or  turf-mould,  and^  when  properly 
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Appendix  I.    prepared,  is  formed  into  a  heap  by  itself,  until  required  for  use.     We 

II.  Appendix     ^*^^®  heen  enabled  to  accumulate  a  vast  deal  of  manure  on  these  pre- 

to  Dr.  Kirk-      mises,  and,  consequently,  ve  are  always  in  a  position  to  manure  our 

patricksReport.  green  crops  very  liberally,  to  which  may  be  attributed  the  good  returns 

Ji\v  Union    realised  last  season. 

IVork/utwn  Permanent  Improvements. — These  consisted  of  the  thorough  draina^ 
Fainu  of  QY^Q  acre  of  land,  and  the  trenching  of  three  roods  in  the  gard**n, 
■where  it  formed  the  preparatory  tillage  for  carrots  and  parsnips.  Tiie 
drains  were  cut  four  f  ^et  deep  by  eighteen  feet  apart,  discharging  into 
an  adjacent  sewer,  which  auswered  as  a  maiu  drain.  The  parallel 
drains  were  filled  with  broken  stones  to  a  depth  of  fourteen  inches,  and 
properly  covered  with  a  scraw.  The  work  was  well  and  carefully  exe- 
cuted, and  I  have  every  reason  to  rest  satisfied  with  its  permanence. 

Progress  of  AgricnUurcd  Improvementj  dsc. — I  am  happy  in  being 
enabled  to  state  that  the  advo.ncement  in  this  way  is  very  striking ; 
and,  judging  from  its  steady  movement  for  the  last  few  years,  we  may 
reasonably  look  forward  for  its  still  further  development.  Evidences 
of  improvements  are  every  day  becoming  visible,  and  these  gratifying 
movements  are  principally  owing  to  the  warm  interest  taken  by  hii 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Leinster,  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  his  tenantry, 
and  the  corresponding  desire  on  their  part  to  keep  pace  with  the  pro- 
gress of  agricultural  improvement.  I  would  also  remark,  that  to  the 
example  set  forth  in  the  district  model  farm  of  the  National  Board,  is 
to  be  attributed  some  of  the  merit  for  the  change  which  has  taken  plact\ 
The  cultivation  of  green  crops,  the  drainage  and  reclamation  of  waste 
land,  and  many  other  useful  lessons  have  befcn  afforded  by  the  efficient 
working  of  the  above-named  institution.  The  extent  to  which  the 
example  set  forth  on  this  workhouse  farm  has  influenced  the  progress 
of  improved  husbandry,  would  be  difficult  to  ascertain;  but  that  it  has 
exhibited  a  judicious  coarse  of  cultivation,  and  crops  cultivated  with 
care  and  disposed  of  with  profit,  is  undeniable;  and  from  the  joint 
co-operation  of  both,  in  disseminating  knowledge  of  the  principles  of 
improved  husbandry,  I  think  they  cannot  fail  in  establishing  what  U 
useful,  and  exhibiting  what  is  essential  towards  the  success  of  agricul- 
tural improvements  in  this  locality. 

I  cannot  bring  this  report  to  a  close  without  acknowledging  the 
assistance  which  I  have  invariably  received  from  Mr.  M*Meekin,  the 
Agriculturist  of  the  Athy  District  Model  School;  and  the  co-operation 
which  has  been  afforded  by  B.  L.  Lefroy,  Esq.,  j.p.,  Chairman  of  the 
Board,  and  J.  B.  Pilsworth,  Esq.,  Manager,  to  whom  I  beg  to  Teturn 
my  best  thanks  for  their  kindness  in  frequently  visiting  the  &rm,  and 
their  zeal  in  promoting  the  useful  objects  for  which  it  was  originally 
established. 

P.  O'Brien,  Agriculturist 
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17.  Bantbt  UjfioN  Workhouse  Ageicultubal  National  Scnoot,       Appk^dix  i. 
County  Cork.  „,  ^     ^^.^ 

January  11,  1855.       patricks  Report. 

I.  Agricultural  Instruction, — Agricultural  Class, — This  class  consists  j^„tZ^nwn 
of  twenty-three  of  the  most  advanced  boys  of  the  second,  third,  and      y^wkhmm 
fourth  classes,  who  receive  theoretic  instruction  for  half  an  hour  each        Farm, 
morning ;  and  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  have  it  in  my  power  to 

inform  you  that  their  proficiency  is  most  satisfactory. 

Industrial  Class, — About  forty,  whose  ages  vary  from  nine  to  four- 
teen years,  work  on  the  farm  every  day  tliat  is  dry  for  three  hours, 
and  are  thereby  acquiring  a  valuable  amount  of  practical  knowledge  of 
agriculture. 

II.  Model  Farm, — Our  farm  contains  3a.  1r.,  statute  measure,  and  is 
cultivated  on  a  six -course  rotation,  as  follows  : — 

1.  Potatoes. — Tliis  crop  was  planted  in  March,  in  beds,  on  which  a 
compost  of  night-soil,  straw,  &c.,  was  deposited.  The  potatoes  came  up 
and  grew  admirably,  and  would  have  yielded  a  large  return  had  not  a 
very  severe  blight  ensued. 

2.  Cabbages. — Planted  in  February  and  March,  in  drills,  part  of  which 
proved  very  satisfactory. 

3.  Onions, — This  plot  was  remarkably  well  prepared  in  March  and 
April,  laid  out  in  bods  highly  manured,  and  the  instructions  detailed  in 
"  The  Farmers  and  Cottagers'  Guide"  strictly  followed.  I  regret,  how- 
ever, to  state,  that  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  seeds,  viz., "  Stras- 
bourg, Deptford,  and  James'  Keeping,"  arising  either  from  their  bad 
quality  or  the  great  drought,  I  was  compelled  to  have  recourse  to  a 
second  sowing. 

4.  Parsnips, — After  the  due  preparation  of  the  ground,  which  was 
laid  out  in  beds  five  feet  wide,  I  commenced  sowing  in  April,  and  ended 
in  May.  Although  having  taken  the  precaution  of  steeping  part  of  the 
seed  in  soft  water,  and  the  other  part  in  liquid  manure,  mixed  with 
soft  water,  each  for  forty-eight  hours,  and  subsequently  very  well  dried 
-with  sand,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  having 
recourse  to  a  second  sowing,  as  in  the  case  of  the  onions. 

5.  Gari*ots  (2u.) — The  ground  being  satisfactorily  prepared  for  the 
sowing  of  this  seed,  after  its  being  very  well  steeped  for  forty-eight 
hours  in  soft  water,  and  subsequently  dried  with  sand,  and  well  hand- 
rubbed,  I  commenced  sowing  it  in  May,  and  through  the  continuation 
of  the  dry  weather  I  was  induced  to  put  down  a  greater  quantity  than 
I  otherwise  would  have  done ;  but  I  found  it  unnecessary^  for  there 
was  a  rapid  growth,  without  the  least  failure. 

6.  Turnips  (1a.) — This  ground  being  suitably  prepared,  and  opened 
in  drills  twenty-seven  inches  apart,  in  Juno  I  commenced  sowing  Skir- 
ving's  improved  purple-topped  Swede  and  purple-topped  Aberdeen,  with 
three-quarters  of  a  pound  of  white  globe.  I  found  a  great  delay  in  their 
germination,  although  having  applied  nightsoil  under  and  over  a  part 
of  the  seeds,  still  that  part  to  which  I  applied  the  nightsoil  proved  very 
defective,  from  the  ravages  of  the  fly. 

Manures. — There  is  a  large  pit,  abont  thirty  feet  long,  ten  broad, 
and  four  deep,  well  lined  with  stone  and  clay  inside,  and  also  well 
';  floored,  in  which  the  rubbish,  ashes,  turf-mould,  the  old  straw  of  the 
i  dormitories,  the  contents  of  the  urinals,  and  the  cleaning  of  the  cess-  ' 
I  pools,  are  deposited.  When  well  filled,  its  contents  are  taken  up  and 
]    made  into  a  hean^  w^ll  covered  over  and  secured  till  required. 

DakieIi  O'Shba,  Teacher  and  Agriculturist 
VOL.  11.  2  It 
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BaLKOTBEBT  WoBKHOnSE  AOBIGULTUBAL  NATIONAL  SCHOOI^ 

County  Dublin. 

March,  1855. 

Agricultural  Instruction. — There  has  been  a  considerable  decrease  in 
the  number  of  boys  in  the  house  during  the  past  year,  so  that  few  now 
remain  capable  of  understanding  this  useful  branch  of  education.  There 
are  at  present  only  ten  boys  in  the  "  Agricultural  Class/'  being  those 
who  are  reading  the  Sequel  and  Third  Books. 

The  Industrial  Class  numbers  about  thirty,  half  of  whom  are  engaged 
on  the  garden  every  evening  after  school-hours,  from  two  to  six,  when 
the  weather  permits ;  and  the  remainder  are  occupied  at  their  respec- 
tive trades,  viz.,  shoeraaking,  tailoring,  and  baking.  I  feel  most  happy 
in  stating,  that  the  boys  receiving  agricultural  instruction,  both  theo- 
retical and  practical,  evince  an  anxious  desire  to  acquire  a  knowledge 
of  this  subject ;  but,  owing  to  the  limited  number  in  the  '^  AgTicaltural 
Class,**  and  taking  their  aze  (only  three  out  of  the  above  number  being 
above  twelve  years)  and  their  irregular  attendance,  consequent  on  their 
frequent  admissions  and  discharges  to  and  from  the  house,  into  con- 
sideration, much  cannot  be  expected  from  them.  But  on  my  part, 
during  my  stay  in  the  establishment,  I  shall  always  feci  it  a  very  im- 
portant duty  to  discharge,  to  give  whatever  assistance  in  my  power  to 
render  them  useful  members  of  society,  and  improve  their  social  and 
moral  condition. 

JSchool  Garden. — Owing  to  the  advanced  time  of  the  season  (April) 
when  I  received  instructions  from  the  Guardians  to  take  a  portion  of 
the  land  around  the  house,  for  the  purpose  of  training  the  school-boys 
to  agricultural  labour,  I  was  only  ablo  to  cultivate  about  one  rood,  as  a 
kitchen  garden,  to  raise  vegetables  for  house  consumption.  The  crops 
raised  were  parsnips,  carrots,  table  turnips  (W.  Dutch  and  stone),  leeks, 
onions,  and  cabba^re-plants.  The  latter  crop  paid  very  well,  though 
there  were  otdy  a  few  perches  under  it.  The  greater  portion  of  it  was 
transplanted  by  the  adults  on  a  part  of  the  land  not  in  my  charge,  as  I 
found  employment  for  the  pupils  in  thinning,  weeding,  &c.  The  plants 
put  down  were  savoys,  nonpareil,  and  borecole.  These,  when  fit  to  be 
taken  up,  were  used  in  making  vegetable  soup  for  the  inmates,  which 
effected  a  considerable  saving  to  the  Guardians,  both  in  the  purchase  of 
plants  and  vegetables;  besides  a  great  deal  were  sold  to  the  farmers  in 
the  neighbourhood,  which  paid  trebly  for  the  seed  and  cost  of  raising 
them.  The  remainder  of  the  crop  was  of  a  medium  quality,  as  the 
peason  was  far  advanced  when  we  commenced  work.  The  turnips  par- 
tially failed,  owing  to  the  dryness  of  the  season ;  the  beds  were  re-sown 
with  white  stone,  and  succeeded  ns  well  as  could  be  desired. 

Manures, — The  manure  nscd  for  the  firm  and  garden  purposes  is 
principally  composed  of  privy  stuiF,  old  straw,  and  coal-ashes.  Thei« 
remain  for  some  time  decomposing;  then  soap-suds  and  other  waste 
stuff  from  the  laundry,  &c.,  are  conveyed  to  a  tank  just  Wside  the 
manure  heap,  and  are  pumped  over  the  wholo  heap,  causing  rapid 
decomposition.  This  manure  has  proved  on  the  farm  to  be  of  the  be;5t 
description  in  raising  root-crops  of  the  most  superior  quality.  These 
crops  are  generally  sold  by  auction,  and  it  is  found  that  the  farmers  of 
the  neighbourhood  are  most  willing  to  become  purchasers  of  them. 

This  being  the  first  Beport  of  our  industrial  operations,  which  are 
but  yet  in  an  infant  state,  it  is  not  so  satis&u^tory  as  1  would  wish;  but 
I  trust  that  the  next  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  will  compensate  for 
the  meagre  appearance  of  the  details  now  furnished. 

John  Auslet,  Schoolmaster. 
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19,  Bandon  Workhouse  Aoricdltural  National  Schooi.,  Apprndix  I. 

County  Cork.  „  ^— j^ 

•  -0--       to  Dr.  Kirk- 

January,  ISoi^.       patrick'^Keport. 

About  tliirty-six  boys  attend  school  daily,  from  ten  till  one  o'clock,  ^andotTunhn 
Inhere  they  are  instructed  in  the  elementary  branches  usually  taught      Work/totue 
in  National  Schools.  Farm. 

Agricultural  Instruction. — About  eighteen  of  the  school-boys  form 
tbe  "  Agricultural  Class,"  and  receive  agricultural  instruction  from  four 
to  five  o'clock  each  evening  of  the  week,  except  Saturday,  so  that  there 
13  no  infringement  whatsoever  on  the  regular  school-hours.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  a  larger  nnmber  is  not  qualified  to  profit  by  studying 
a^rricultural  subjects.  The  inability  of  those  who  cannot  participate  in 
this  kind  of  instruction  is  attributable  to  the  deplorable  state  of  igno- 
rance in  which  they  are  found  at  the  period  of  their  admission,  coupled 
Trith  the  comparatively  short  time  they  remain. 

The  pupils  appear  sensible  of  the  advantages  of  mental  and  indus- 
trial training,  as  is  manifest  from  the  desire  exhibited  on  their  part  of 
acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  agriculture,  and  the  readi- 
ness with  which  they  perform  the  various  operations  of  the  farm,  in 
confirmation  of  which  I  subjoin  an  extract  of  Mr.  Brogan's  observa- 
tions, recorded  by  him  in  the  Keport  Book,  on  the  occasion  of  his  visit 
in  July  last : — '^  Examined  seventeen  boys  in  agriculture,  and  inspected 
tbe  cultivation  of  the  portion  of  land  allocated  for  their  industrial 
training.  I  have  been  much  pleased  by  the  amount  of  progress  that 
has  been  effected  since  my  previous  visit,  and  which,  indeed,  far  ex- 
ceeded my  expectations ;  and  it  affords  mo  great  pleasure  to  observe 
the  cheerfulness  with  which  the  boys  assist  in  the  farm  operations." 

School  Farm. — The  portion  of  the  workhouse  farm  which  is  under 
my  care  consists  of  four  statute  acres,  divided  into  four  nearly  equal 
areas  by  walks  cutting  each  other  at  right  angle.?,  the  walks  and  that 
part  occupied  by  the  manure-pit  not  being  included  in  the  four  acres. 

The  crops  grown  were  potatoes,  turnips,  mangels,  cabhages,  flax, 
vetches,  and  barley.  The  ground  was  dug  and  manured,  the  drills 
formed,  seeds  covered,  the  crops  kept  clear  of  weeds,  &c.,  and  harvested 
by  the  boys.  The  value  of  the  labour  of  the  pupils  was  not  estimated, 
from  the  difficulty  of  so  doing.  Our  time  from  the  4th  of  March,  the 
day  on  which  operations  commenced,  until  the  latter  end  of  April,  was 
chiefly  occupied  in  preparing  the  ground  for  green  crops.  The  subse- 
quent period  was  almost  entirely  devoted  to  the  after-culture  and 
harvesting  of  the  different  crops. 

In  consequence  of  tbe  farm  not  being  under  a  rec^ular  rotation  last 
season,  wo  had  not  a  regular  succession  of  crops.  The  four-course  ro- 
tation is  intended  to  be  pursued  in  future. 

I  append  the  balance  sheet  of  my  farm  account  for  the  past  year, 
together  with  the  return  of  statistics  nud  cropping. 

Paul  Woods,  Schoolmaster  and  Agriculturist. 
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Appendix  I.        20.  Carhickon-Shannon  WoRKnousE  Agbiodltcral  Natioxal 
11.  A^dix  School,  County  Lcitrim. 

patriciciReport.  MoTch  6,  1855. 

Carridcon-        ^^  ^*  ^^  "^^  ^^^  "^^^  ^^^^  ^osQ  of  the  year  tliat  the  agricultnral 
Shunnon  Union  department  waa  received  into  connexion,  and  as  I  was  absent  attending 
W^khoute     the  course  of  literary  tmining  in  Marlborough-street  daring  the  first 
"*""         half  of  the  year,  so  that  at  my  return  the  crops  were  mostly  all  sown, 
the  after-culture  only  remaining  to  be  attended  to,  I  cannot  fumiah 
the  necessary  accounts  and  statistics  of  the  agricultural  department 
for  the  past  year.     I  must  therefore  confine  myself  to  the  following 
topics : — 

Agricultural  Imtruction  is  imparted  to  a  class  of  twelve,  the  most 
intelligent  pupils.  An  hour  before  breakfast,  on  ^xq  mornings  in  the 
week,  is  devoted  to  the  study  of  the  theory  of  agriculture,  using  the 
"  Agricultural  Class  Book"  and  "  Johnston's  Catechism  of  Agricultural 
Chemistry  and  Geology"  as  text-books.  In  these  books  they  read  a 
lesson  each  morning,  and  I  afterwards  examine  them  on  and  offer  any 
explanation  that  the  subject  requires,  making  it  as  interesting  for  them 
OS  possible. 

The  members  of  the  agricultural  class  are  employed  four  hours 
daily  in  the  practical  operations  of  the  farm  ;  and,  as  compensation  and 
encouragement,  extra  rations  are  allowed,  which  is  a  great  inducement 
to  their  being  active  and  attentive  at  their  work.  In  fine  weather, 
when  any  suitable  work  is  to  be  done,  the  smaller  boys  are  brought 
out  to  assist  for  a  few  hours  each  evening. 

Model  Farm. — The  farm,  which  contains  about  8a.  2r.,  statute  mea- 
sure, is  situated  on  a  very  elevated  position;  two-thirds  of  it  has  a 
northern,  and  the  remaining  a  southern  aspect.  It  consists  of  a  heavy 
clay-soil,  resting  ott  a  retentive  substratum  of  the  same,  which,  in  wet 
weather,  is  very  difficult  to  manage.  A  great  portion  of  this  soil  con- 
sists of  the  stuff  that  had  been  removed  from  the  interior  of  buildingF, 
foundations,  4:c.  It  requires  both  chemical  and  mechanical  improve- 
ments, as  well  as  judicious  management,  to  make  it  grow  good  crops. 
The  extent  under  cultivation  is  2a.  3r.  12ip.,  on  which  potatoes,  tur- 
nips, cabbages,  parsnips,  onions,  looks,  beans,  flax,  (the  seed  of  which 
has  been  preserved),  oats,  and  celery  were  grown  last  season.  About 
another  acre  remains  available  lor  cultivation,  but  it  requires  some 
time  to  prepare  it  for  the  reception  of  a  crop,  part  of  it  being  a  large 
accumulation  of  earth,  forming  a  very  unsightly  hill  in  the  centre  of 
the  farm,  which  is  now  being  removed  to  the  lower  grounds  as  leisure 
permits. 

Another  field,  of  about  two  acres,  was  taken  at  some  distance  from 
the  farm.  It  is  not,  however,  land  that  can  be  profitably  cultivated,  as 
it  contains  a  quarry,  from  which  the  stones  used  in  building  this  Work- 
house were  obtained,  and  presents  a  very  uneven  surfice.  Under  these 
circumstances,  the  expense  of  reclamation  would  be  more  than  its  cul- 
tivation afterwards  would  compensate  for.  It  being  good  pasture 
land,  I  think  it  more  judicious  to  let  it  remain  undisturbed ;  and  if,  in 
course  of  some  time,  the  Guardians  purchase  a  few  cows  (as  I  have 
reason  to  hope  they  will),  it  would  afford  them  sufficient  pasture  for  a 
few  hours  daily,  which  would  greatly  enhance  the  value  of  the  field,  in 
addition  to  the  advantage  of  affording  a  more  extensive  and  useful 
course  of  training  to  the  boys,  from  having  stock  on  the  farm. 

Rotations. — Having  to  furnish  as  large  a  supply  of  vegetables  as  pos- 
sible for  the  use  of  the  inmates,  I  must  of  necessity  follow  a  rotationj 
containing  a  large  2>roportion  of  green  crops,  which  I  alternate  wit) 
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gmin,  taking  care,  at  the  same  time,  to  instruct  the  pupils  in  the  prin-  Appkcdix  I. 
ciples  and  details  of  the  rotations  usually  followed  by  skilful  farmers  in  jj  j^ppendix 
the  country.  to  Dr.  Kirk- 

In  our  case  it  would  not  answer  to  grow  "grass  for  soiling,"  having  Patrick 'sReport. 
no  c^ws  to  consume  it,  nor  could  it  be  disposed  of  profitably;  but     Carrlek-im' 
"  stolen  crops  "  can  be  grown  instead.  Shannon  Union 

A  portion  of  ground  (about  three  roods)  situated  at  one  side  of  the      Wmrkhause 
buildings^  has  t^en  divided  by  walks  into  plots,  for  the  purpose  of         ^^^' 
carrying  out  a  course  of  garden  rotation.     This  will  be  of  the  utmost 
advantage  to  the  boys'  training,  as  they  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  how  to  manage  a  garden  properly. 

Live  Stock. — These  consist  of  one  pony,  or  jennet,  for  carting  out 
manure,  and  three  pigs.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  so  few  animals 
are  kept  on  our  farm,  but  I  expect  that  the  Guardians  will  sanction  the 
keeping  of  a  few  cows. 

Peimanent  Improvement, -^The  operations  nnder  this  head  consisted 
in  levelling  and  filling  up  pits,  &c.,  in  order  to  make  the  surface  more 
uniform  ;  trenching  ground  intended  for  parsnips  ;  making  new  form- 
roads,  in  consequence  of  some  additional  building;  also  new  walks^ 
and  repairing  old  ones;  forming  grass  borders  in  pleasure-grounds,  and 
planting  ground  hedfps. 

Jfanures.— The  management  and  preservation  of  the  manure  are  duly 
attended  to.  All  the  drainage  of  the  house  leads  into  a  large  reservoir 
or  tank,  into  which  the  straw  that  has  been  used  as  bedding  is  emptied, 
till  it  is  satuiuted  with  this  liquid,  when  it  is  taken  up  from  the  tank, 
and  mixed  with  night-soil,  coal-ashes,  <&c.,  which  makes  a  tolerably  rich 
manure. 

General  Remarks, — Having  charge  of  the  literary  as  well  as  agricul- 
tural departments  of  this  institution  since  June,  18t>3,  it  affords  me 
much  gratification  to  state  the  steady  progress  that  has  been  made  in 
both  these  departments  since  the  introduction  of  industrial  training.  It 
is  gratifying  to  see  the  v/illingness,  delight,  and  interest  now  evinced 
by  the  boys  to  engage  in  the  farm  work,  as  compared  with  their  former 
negligence,  listlessness,  and  total  aversion  to  useful  or  active  employ- 
ment. Such  a  change  from  indolence  to  active  exertion  is  worthy  of 
notice,  as  showing  the  importance  and  practical  utility  of  combining 
literary  with  agricultural  industry;  and  I  may  add,  that  since  it  was 
effected  here  the  boys  have  rapidly  improved,  both  morally  and  phy- 
sically. They  are  more  tractable,  and  enjoy  much  better  health,  than 
heretofore. 

The  provision  that  is  being  made  for  the  education  and  industrial 
training  of  pauper  youths,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Poor  Law  authori* 
ties,  ably  seconded  by  the  Board  of  National  Education,  must,  no  doubt, 
confer  a  vast  benefit  on  society,  as  well  as  on  those  who,  having  the 
advantages  of  a  liberal  education  afforded  them,  in  combination  with 
Industrial  training,  cannot  fail  of  being  highly  useful  and  successful  in 
afterlife. 

James  M^Gibl,  Teacher  and  Agriculturist. 


21.   CABBICKMACaoSS  WoRKHOUBE  AgBICULTURAL  NATIONAL  SCHOOL,     CarrichnaeroM 

County  Monaghan*  Union 

31st  December,  1854.         ^fjj^ 

The  Board  of  Guardians,  aware  of  the  great  utility  of  imparting 
practical  agricultural  instruction  to  the  rising  generation,  have  allotted 
a  portion  of  the  Workhouse  ground ,  consisting  of  one  acre,  to  be  culti  vated 
by  the  school-bovs,  so  as  to  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  having  the 
theory  imbibed  in  school  reduced  to  practice  on  the  &rm« 
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Appendix  I.  I  took  charge  of  the  school  with  the  ground  attached  on  the  first  of 
II  Appendix  October  last,  and  not  having  received  the  accounts,  which  may  have 
to  Dr.  Kirk-  been  kept  previous  to  my  connexion,  I  have  no  data  wherefrom  to 
patrick'sReport.  furnish  the  statistical  returns. 

Carri^acrou      Cropping. —  The  crops  cultivated  last  season  were,  potatoes,  cabbages. 
Union        parsnips,  carrots,  onions,  and  leeks,  all  of  which  were  fair  average  croy^, 
save  the  carrots,  and  leeks,  which  were  scarcely  worth  the  expense  uf 
cultivation. 

The  number  in  the  school  ranges  from  thirty  to  forty,  twenty-four  cf 
whom  work  on  the  farm.  Twelve  of  the  smartest  and  most  intelligent 
of  them  constitute  the  "agricultural  class,"  in  which  they  receive  in- 
structions for  half  an  hour  each  day. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  remark  that  the  assiduity  with  which  the 
boys  labour  while  on  the  farm  is  truly  gratifying,  and  cannot  fail  to 
make  them  hereafter  useful  and  industrious  members  of  society. 

James  O'Bbibn,  Schoolmaster  and  Agriculturist 
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22.  Belmullbt  Wobkhousb  Agbicultubal  School,  County  Mayo. 

January  3rd,  1855. 

The  AgrictUtural  Class,  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  consisted  of  from 
four  to  six  boys;  but  from  the  increased  demand  for  labour  these  boya 
were  taken  out  to  service  by  the  farmers  of  the  district,  and  in  some 
cases  to  instruct  the  children  of  their  employers.  There  is  now  but 
one  boy  that  is  fairly  able  to  read  the  agricultural  class  books,  and  only 
two  able  to  perform  manual  labour. 

Farm  Cultivation. — Immediately  after  getting  the  crops  off  the  land 
in  1853,  I  went  with  all  the  boys  able  to  work  and  dug  up  all  the  land 
as  deeply  as  possible,  thereby  exposing  it  to  the  influence  of  the  atnuis- 
phere  during  the  winter.  This  1  found  to  be  equal  to  half  manuring, 
and  it  varies  from  the  system  pursued  in  this  locality,  which  is  calleti 
"  fiEklse  setting,"  and  consists  in  making  furrows  about  three  feet  (and 
more  in  many  parts,)  asunder,  and  covering  the  undug  land  with  the 
earth  taken  out  of  these  furrows.      x 

Early  in  the  month  of  March  I  dug  the  land  a  second  time,  and  as 
potatoes  were  to  be  our  chief  green  crop,  I  made  the  ridges  about  three 
and  a-half  feet  in  breadth,  these  were  then  manured.  In  a  portion  of 
the  land  the  sets  were  planted  in  the  surface  soil,  and  on  the  rest  I 
dropped  over  the  dung  as  an  experiment.  I  found  the  latter  plan  to  he 
the  better,  the  seed  being  near  the  influence  of  the  sun.  Many  told  me 
that  I  made  the  ridges  too  small,  but  the  land  containing  under  water, 
I  had  the  advantage  of  having  the  surface  soil  drier  by  the  small  ridge 
system.  I  knew  the  course  I  bad  adopted  to  be  the  best,  and  the  result 
proved  it  so  ;  for  in  no  part  of  the  neighbourhood  was  the  return  equal 
to  that  of  mine,  although  there  was  a  partial  blight.  As  to  the  grain 
crop  nothing  particular  marked  its  sowing:  that  portion  of  the  land 
was  let  out  under  grass  seeds. 

Permanent  Impivvemfnt. — There  was  but  little  done  in  this  wav, 
save  forming  the  reservoir  for  the  manure,  by  which  improvement  tho 
liquid  portion  is  preserved  from  escaping.  The  manure  is  made  up  of 
night-soil,  straw,  turf-mould,  road-scrapings,  and  other  rubbish,  and 
preserved  as  carefully  as  possible. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  observe  that  as  the  country  is  improving  in 
prosperity,  there  will  be,  in  a  little  time,  no  boys  in  this  Workhouse  abfe  to 
do  any  labour,  and  consequently,  I  cannot  say  how  soon  our  agricuHurai 
department  may  be  discontinued. 

Rbpxohd  Cabbxck,  Schoolm(i»ter  and  Agriooltmstt 
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23.  CastIiBTown  Wobkhottbk  National  Agbioulttteal  School,        Appendix  I. 
County  Cork.  H.  Appendix 

January  12th,  1855.      patrick'sl^p'ort. 
Agricultural  Instruction. — There  are  at  present  only  twenty  boys  in     ctisth^oum 
this  class,  while  at  the  corresponding  period  of  the  previous  year  the        Union 
number  was  twenty-six;  the  decrease  is  owing  to  the  number  of  inmates      Wwrkkoiue 
being  less  this  year  than  the  previous.     They  work  on  the  farm  four        •'^«"»" 
hours  and  a-half  daily,  when  weather  permits ;  and  it  is  pleasing  to  sec 
the  diligence  they  display  in  the  general  performance  of  their  work. 
They  are  also  instructed  half  an  hour  daily  in  the  theory  of  agriculture, 
using  as  text  books  the  ''Agricultural  Class  Book,"  and  "  Fanner's  and 
Cottager's  Guide."    In  future  I  intend  instructing  them  two  or  three 
times  a  week  in  Johnston's  Catechism. 

Model  Farm, — The  portion  of  the  workhouse  farm  appropriated  for 
the  training  of  the  boys  contains  2a.  2b.  29p.  The  rotation  intended 
to  be  followed  is  a  four^ourse  green  crop  f  hift,  as  I  consider  the  por- 
tion of  land  set  apart  for  the  industrial  training  of  the  boys  too  small 
for  the  introduction  of  grain  crops.  The  pupils  comprising  this  class 
are  well  initiated  into  the  management  of  the  following  crops  : — pota- 
toes, turnips,  cabbages,  parsnips,  carrots,  onions,  and  leeks,  which  are 
grown  on  the  portion  of  the  farm  allocated  to  the  industrial  training, 
and  instruction  of  the  diildren  under  my  jurisdiction. 

2Ianures. — The  manure  which  is  used  on  this  farm  is  a  composition 
of  straw  obtained  from  the  useless  beddings  of  the  establishment,  with 
the  contents  of  the  cesspools,  which  is  made  into  a  compost  with  some 
peat- mould.  It  remains  in  th^ manure  pit  until  it  becomes  thoroughly 
decomposed,  when  it  is  taken  out  and  made  up  into  square  or  oblong 
heaps,  carefully  covered  with  mould,  in  order  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  escape  of  its  gases  into  the  atmosphere.  It  is  then  applied,  aa 
required  for  the  ditfercnt  crops,  care  being  taken  not  to  leave  it  on  the 
snr&ce  exposed  to  the  influenco  of  the  sun's  rays,  but  to  get  it  into  the 
soil  as  quick  as  possible.  A  quantity  of  mineral  manure,  such  as  lime, 
and  sea-sand,  is  applied  to  a  portion  of  the  farm  of  a  boggy  or  peaty 
nature,  in  order  to  alter  its  qualities,  and  make  it  more  easy  for  air  to 
enter  and  moisture  to  filter  through. 

Fej'manfTit  Improvement. — Two  walks  are  being  constructed  on  a 
portion  of  the  fisirm,  in  order  to  effect  a  proper  division  of  the  land  for 
the  new  system  of  management,  which  will  give  the  plot  tiius  divided 
a  neat  and  tidy  appearance. 

Progress  of  Agricultural  Improvement, — The  farmers  of  this  locality 
seem  to  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  manner  in  which  the  agricultural 
operations  are  carried  out  here,  especially  the  rotation  of  crops.  Several 
of  them  purchased  our  cabbage  plants,  particularly  those  which  were 
obtained  from  seeds  sown  in  the  month  of  April,  to  plant  as  a  stolen 
crop  where  early  potatoes  were,  which  previously  was  a  rare  occurrence 
in  this  locality. 

A  large  quantity  of  food  for  cattle  might  bo  obtained  by  the  intro- 
duction of  stolen  or  intermediate  crops,  without  injuriously  interfering 
with  the  regular  system  of  cropping,  but  not  having  any  stock  to 
consume  tho  surplus  cropping,  which  would  thus  be  obtained,  the 
plan  has  not  been  carried  out  except  in  the  raising  of  cabbages,  of  which 
we  manage  to  have  a  constant  succession.  However,  I  am  determined 
from  henceforward  to  have  no  portion  if  possible  on  this  farm  vacant, 
without  introducing  stolen  crops  when  opportunity  offers,  as  perhaps 
what  cannot  be  consumed  in  this  establishment  may  be  purchased  by 
the  neighbouring  farmers. 
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Afpendix  I.      At  my  commencement  here  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1853, 1  had  many 

II.  Appendix     difficulties  to  surmount.     Prom  the  youthful  age  of  the  children,  ave- 

toDr.  Kirk-      niging  (from  ten  to  thirteen  years,)  who  had  not  been  previously  aocus- 

pfttrick'gReport.  tomed  to  work  with  agricultural  implements  of  any  description,  their 

Castfetovm     ^^^Y  employment  being  breaking  stones,  and  occasionally  in  summer 

Union        and  autumn  weeding  on  the  C&rm,  it  was  very  difficult  to  get  the  ham 

Wmrkhou$4     work  performed. 

*""'  But  now  a  brighter  prospect  dawns  over  them  :  instead  of  spending 

their  time  in  idleness,  and  prowling  about  the  yards  of  this  establishmeot 
acquiring  habits  of  mischief,  they  have  plenty  of  useful  employmeot  to 
exercise  both  the  mind  and  body,  and  fit  them  for  becoming  useful 
members  of  society  hereafter. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  Report  without  bringing  under  your  notice  the 
deep  interest  which  R.  Hamilton,  Esq.,  Poor  Law  Inspector  of  this 
Union  takes  in  promoting  the  success  of  the  agricultural  department 
of  this  establishment* 

James  H,  LoWsTi  Teacher  and  Agrionltoriat. 
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24,  CoUmAINB  WoRKHOtrSB  AORICULTUBAL.  SOHOOL,  APPBIDIX  I. 

County  Londonderry.  ^  A^dix 

January,  1855.     patrick'sEiport. 

AgrieuUural  Instruction, — ^The  number  of  pupils  receiving  instruction      c^^^^^ 
in  agriculture  is  very  limited,  as  owing  to  the  demand  for  farm-servants        UnUm 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  the  fieurmers  take  the  boys  out  of  this  Work-      Workhmiat 
house  as  soon  as  they  are  able  to  perform  any  work.    The  agricultural       •T^'*"^ 
class  is  formed  of  the  boys  in  the  second  and  third  classes  in  the  day- 
school  ;  only  two  of  these  boys  are  able  to  read  in  the  agricultural 
class  books  supplied  by  the  Gommissionera  of  National  Education,  but 
as  Mr.  Brogan,  when  lately  inspecting  the  £i.rm,  suggested  that  all  the 
boys  receiving  practical  training  on  the  &rmshould  fdso  receive  theoretic 
instruction  in  the  school,  those  of  the  working  boys  who  maybe  unable 
to  read,  have  since  being  re<][uired  to  attend  the  class,  and  listen  to  the 
instruction  and  explanations  afforded.    This  is  the  reason  that  the  class 
is  formed  partly  of  the  necond  class.    The  information  they  have  got  is 
as  yet  principally  of  a  practical  nature.    At  present  they  get  instruc- 
tions on  agriculture  half  an  hour  daily,  during  the  time  allotted  for 
secular  instruction,  and  the  remainder  of  their  time,  when  the  weather 
permits,  they  are  engaged  in  £i.rming  operations. 

The  system  of  cropping  that  I  nave  adopted  is  a  "three-course 
rotation,"  and  this  is  the  first  year  that  any  regular  course  of  cropping 
has  been  carried  out  on  this  farm^ 

Mctmtres, — Particular  attention  is  paid  to  the  management  of  the 
manure.  The  night-soil,  ashes,  bed  straw,  and  other  refuse  from  the 
establishment  are  the  only  manures  used  upon  the  farm,  and  the  quantity 
that  can  be  supplied  from  these  sources  is  quite  sufficient. 

This  Report  is,  I  am  aware,  very  meagre,  but  I  hope,  should  I  be 
spared,  and  occupy  my  present  position  for  another  year,  that  a  more 
satisfisMtory  account  will  be  accurately  furnished  for  the  ensubg  year*s 
transactions. 

Alexand£b  Craio, 
Master  of  the  Workhouse,  and  AgricnUurisl. 
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25.  CoRBpFIN  WOBKHOUSE  AoBIOULTUBAL  NATIONAL  ScHOOL,  ApPWDIX  I. 

Ippendiz 


County  CJare.  „   r^ 

January  3rd,  1855.     "^^^^ 


Model  Farm, — The  farm  contains  an  area  of  six  statute  acres,  and  is  — p^  . 
divided  into  two  sub-divisions:  the  smaller  inclosed  by  a  wall  tenfeethigh,  iSSSuiSmT* 
in  which  we  grow  the  vegetables  required  for  the  use  of  the  inmates ;  farm^ 
while  the  outer  and  larger  portion  enjoys  a  gently  sloping  declivity 
towards  the  south,  and  is  admirably  adapted  for  pursuing  a  more  ex- 
tensive system  of  improved  husbandry.  The  land  has  been  laid  out 
with  great  care ;  the  soil  deeply  dug  during  the  autumn  and  winter 
seasons,  to  expose  it  to  tho  influences  of  the  atmosphere;  and  the 
crops  exoe^ed  in  produce  any  grown  in  this  Union.  ^'  Stolen  orope," 
to  a  limited  extent  (because  of  the  want  of  stock  to  consume  them), 
have  been  grown  on  the  farm  during  the  past  year,  among  which  I 
may  mention  one  of  turnips,  that  produced  thirty-five  tons  per  statute 
acre. 

Agricultural  Instruction, — The  '^Agricultural  Glass,"  which  is  com- 
posed of  the  advanced  pupils  of  the  school,  contains  twenty  boys,  who 
devote  one  hour  daily  to  the  theory,  and  three  to  the  practice  of  agri- 
culture ;  and  the  progress  made  by  the  pupils  of  this  class,  in  their 
literary  as  well  as  agricultural  studies,  has  given  general  satisfaction. 
This  institution  having  been  drained  of  all  its  ^'  able-bodied"  inmates 
by  the  fiEurmers  of  the  surrounding  districts,  the  cultivation  of  the  £skrm 
has  devolved  on  the  boys,  all  of  whom  cheerfully  assist  in  the  several 
operations  on  the  fieurm.  Among  the  many  benefits  derived  from  train- 
ing them  up  to  habits  of  industry,  not  the  least  important  is  the  influence 
it  exercises  on  their  physical  condition.  All  wear  a  healthy  aspect;  and 
I  feel  confident  that  the  sound  and  well-directed  education  they  are 
receiving  here  will  soon  become  manifest  when  called  upon  to  supply 
the  place  of  those  borne  away  by  the  rapid  flow  of  emigration,  without 
a  parallel  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

Live  Stock  and  Dairy  Management, — Two  donkeys  are  employed  on 
the  farm  for  carting  and  other  purposes,  that  could  not  be  performed 
by  manual  labour.  I  have  suggested  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  the 
necessity  of  purchasing  some  cows  or  pigs,  by  means  of  which  not  only 
could  the  farm  be  made  more  productive  by  growing  additional  (stolen) 
crops,  but  the  pupils  obtain  a  more  complete  knowledge  of  house-feed- 
ing and  dairy  management.  It  is  still  under  their  consideration ;  and 
I  trust  that,  after  giving  it  due  deliberation,  I  shall  have  the  pleasure 
of  reporting  its  favourable  result. 

Manure. — The  manure  heap  is  accumulated  from  the  various  refuse 
matters  that  can  be  obtained  about  the  establishment,  and  which  are 
most  carefully  collected  and  deposited  in  a  pit  sunk  in  a  suitable  por- 
tion of  the  farm.  Having  observed  that  its  application  to  the  soil, 
immediately  before  or  after  the  sowing  of  the  seed,  had  an  injurious 
effect  on  the  crops,  I  caused  (with  a  view  to  remedy  the  evil)  the  ma- 
nure to  be  dug  into  the  soil  in  autumn,  and  found  it  to  be  productive 
of  the  best  eifects. 

Permanent  Improvement, — Drains  of  sufficient  depth  have  been  made 
leading  into  the  main  sewer  of  the  establishment,  which,  after  running 
along  the  whole  length  of  the  farm,  meets  with  a  good  outlet,  discharg- 
ing into  the  Fergus. 

Agricultural  Improvement^  Ac. — Agricultural  improvement  is  pro- 
gressing slowly,  but  surely,  in  this  locality ;  the  dormant  energies  of 
the  soil  are  being  aroused  into  action  by  the  increasing  intelligence  of 
its  oocapien ;  and  the  imperfect  mode  of  cultivation  hitherto  poisned 
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Appendix  f .  ig  faat  disappearing  before  the  steady  advanee  of  that  system  introdnoed 
II.  Appendix  ^7  ^^®  National  Model  Farms,  with  snch  good  effect,  into  this  and  the 
to  !>.  Kirk-     adjoining  districts. 

patrick'slUport.      Haring  thus  given  an  accurate,  and  I  hope  satisCsbctory,  account  of 

Corrofin  UnUm  ^®  manner  in  which  the  agricultural  department  of  this  Workhouse 

wirJdu>u86     has  been  conducted,  and  which  is  more  fully  described  in  the  Report 

Farm,        of  the  Agricultural  Inspector,  I  now  take  the  opportuni^  of  returning 

my  most  sincere  thanks  to  William  H.  Lucas,  Esq.,  Poor  Law  Inspector, 

who  has  contributed,  by  his  enlightened  supervision  and  support,  to 

further  the  interests  of  this  school,  and  to  whom  it  owes^  in  no  small 

degree^  its  present  prosperous  condition. 

MlOHAJSL  MaCNAIIAKA, 

Literary  and  Agricnltural  Teacher. 
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Appxhdix  I.     26.  DuiroABTAN  PooB  Law  Union  Aobioultubal  National  School, 
ILA^^  OonntyWaterfoml. 

piitriek'iR«po]i.  January,  1855.        j 

Dt^^^^^coH  School  Farm. — ^The  ground  under  cultivation  about  this  Workhouse 
^^mm  oontainB  an  area  of  six  statute  acres^  of  which  one  acre  is  occupied  by 
^^^i^^oum     yfamig  around  the  seyeral  divisions  into  which  it  is  divided. 

*"*•  The  SoU  is  a  "  deep  loam,"  resting  on  a  yellow,  clayey  subsoil,  and 

about  twenty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

Vote  ofiU  Connexion  vnth  the  Board. — From  July,  1851,  when  the 
management  of  the  fftrm  was  intrusted  to  iny  charge,  up  to  the  period 
of  its  connexion  with  the  National  Education  Boaid,  I  had  great  diffi- 
culty in  bringing  the  land  to  a  proper  state  of  cultivation.  At  mj 
entrance,  I  regret  to  say,  that  I  found  only  three  acres  had  been  under 
cultivation,  and  that  the  Q-uardians  of  the  union  had,  in  consequence, 
to  purchase  £10  worth  of  vegetables  required  in  making  the  sonp  con- 
sumed by  the  inmates.  The  land  generally  needed  subsoiling,  and 
cleansing  from  weeds.  My  first  care  being  the  preparation  of  the  soil, 
I  had  it  subdivided  in  two  divisions,  taking  one  each  year  during  the 
first  two  of  my  connexion  with  the  farm.  After  the  lapse  of  these  two 
years  1  applied  to  place  the  farm  under  .the  superintendence  of  the 
iBoard  of  Education,  having  grown  several  excellent  crops  thereon,  and 
brought  the  land  from  a  neglected  to  an  efficient  state  of  cultiyation,  so 
much  BO  that  the  Agricultural  Inspector,  at  his  first  visit  in  November. 
1853,  reported  most  £a.vourably  of  the  pf ogress  we  had  made. 

System  of  Management. — Though  we  had  grown  the  several  green 
and  root  crops  in  the  manner  required  by  the  improved  systems  of 
agriculture,  and  carried  out  "  rotations ''  to  meet  these  requirements,  & 
slight  change  was  efi*ected  therein  at  the  instance  of  the  Agricultunl 
Inspector,  and  in  confoitnity  with  the  system  of  rotations  beet  suited 
for  workhouse  agriculture.  The.c<uir8e  toUowed  during  tJie  past  yeu 
was  a  "  six-cdurse  rotation/*  introducing  flax,  laid  down  with  grass- 
seeds.  The  flak  grew  luxuriantly  enough,  but  was  damaged  materiallj 
by  the  growth  of  the  grasses.  The  crops  under  onltivation  during  the 
year  ended  in  December,  1854,  were  principally  root  crops:  parsnips, 
carrots,  mangel-wurzel,  turnips,  potatoes,  with  onions,  leeks,  and  some 
cabbages.  The  cabbages  grew  up  a  very  fine  crop,  many  beads  having 
weighed  each  twenty  pounds,  and  pleased  the  Goardians  «o  much  that 
they  acknowledged  never  to  have  seen  such  exioellent  cabbage.  The 
bulbs,  too,  of  tne  mangels  wefe  very  considerable,  several  having 
weighed  each  twenfy  pounds.  They  were  transplanted  in  places  where 
a  crop  of  parsnips  had  failed.  The  ground  our  which  the  cabbages 
grow  had  been  trenched  in  the  latter  end  of  aatumn,  and  manured 
with  the  contents  of  the  cess-pool.  The  plants  were  got  in  during  the 
last  days  of  February. 

Manure. — ^The  manure  heap  is  formed  from  the  refuse  straw  of  the 
workhouse  thrown  into  the  sewers  and  out-offices,  from  which  it  is  col- 
lected in  wheel-barrows,  and  placed  in  a  large  heap  at  a  place  formed 
for  the  purpose  on  the  land.  We  place  layers  of  earth  at  intervab,  to 
prevent  the  escape,  of  the  gases  during  its  decomposition.  Forl^  tons 
per  acre  of  this  manure  were  applied  to  the  land  under  mangels  and 
turnips,  and  fifty  to  that  under  parsnips,  carrots,  and  cabbages.  The 
manure  is  turned  into  the  earth  when  trenched  in  autumn  or  early 
winter,  for  parsnips  or  carrots,  but  at  the  time  of  sowing  for  the  other 
crops.  In  the  summer  months,  when  the  drought  is  most  severe,  and 
the  plants  in  consequence  suflTer  from  this  cause,  we  loosen  the  earth 
around  them,  and  pour  in  liquid  manure  from  a  tank  kept  for  the  pur- 
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pose.  This  course  we  find  to  have  been  very  beneficial,  and  to  contribute   Appeitoix  I. 
largely  to  the  growth  and  produce  of  the  crops  so  treated.  U  Appendix 

Ifive  Stock. — We  have  four  cows,  which  are  house-fed,  being  allowed  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
two  hours  each  day  for  exercise  and  air.     They  are  fed  as  yet  on  the  pfttrick'sReport 
mangel  tops  principally,  receiving  onlv  one  stone  of  hay  each,  daily;     Dunoatran 
indeed  they  were  bought  to  consume  this  ofial,  which  the  Guardians  be-        Union 
lieved  to  have  been  turned  to  no  use  previously.   Of  course  we  shall  give     WorBouse 
them  mangels  by-and-by.  Their  keep  has  been  attended  with  much  sue-  **""' 

cess,  Inasmuch  as  they  have  afforded  large  quantities  of  milk  for  work- 
house consumption,  and  thus  relieved  the  rate-payers  from  some  of  the 
expenses  incurred  in  the  purchase  of  milk. 

Industrial  Class, — ^Over  eighty  boys  work  regularly  on  the  farm  for 
three  hours  each  day ;  twenty  of  them,  being  the  number  whose  pro- 
ficiency allows  them  to  be  mside  &miliar  with  the  principles  of  agricul- 
ture, receive  theoretic  instruction  daily  in  the  school-room,  especially 
a  knowledge  of  those  details  which  more  immediately  bear  on  the 
growth,  perfection,  and  time  of  sowing  of  the  seeds,  the  amount  of  each- 
required,  the  nature  and  culture  of  the  several  kinds  of  soils,  manures, 
rotations  of  crops,  &o.  The  boys  have  well  conducted  themselves,  and 
done  most  of  the  business  of  the  fiEirm  in  a  satis£eu;tory  manner. 

Progress  of  Agricultural  Improvement. — Few  of  the  advantages 
arising  from  an  improved  system  of  husbandry  have  as  yet  been  known 
in  this  locality ;  nor  will  they  until  the  schools  of  the  Board,  so  hap- 
pily diffusing  the  blessings  of  a  sound  agricultural  education  through- 
out the  country,  shall  have  been  established  around  us,  and  the  landed 
proprietors  equally  with  their  tenantry  become  alive  to  the  advantages 
which  they  are  calculated  to  confer  upon  the  rising  generation. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  state,  that  I  have  been  guided  all  along  by  ^ 

one  great  principle  in  the  education  of  the  boys — ^that  of  making  them 
industrious  labourers.  To  prepare  them,  by  hardy  toil  and  steady  ap- 
plication, for  the  great  business  of  life,  no  matter  of  what  kind,  is  the 
most  prominent  part  of  this  education,  inasmuch  as  it  instils  into  them 
babits  of  forefhoaght  and  obedience,  and  thus  contributes  to  their  success 
in  afterlife. 

Ja«S8  Bobinson,  Agriculturist* 
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Appendix  I.        27,  BmrkANWAT  Woekhousb  AaBioniTiifiAL  National'  Schooi^ 

II.  Appendix  ^O^^^y  Cork. 

pi^ck's£>port  January  13,  1855. 

I^uiiniiMw<w       AgricuUural  Instrtictian,-^!  have  formed  into  an  Agriculturel  Glass 
Union        twelve  in  number,  who  hare  been  reading  in  the  agricultural  books 
TForMotfM     since  February  hist,  and  who  are  making  tolerable  proficiency  in  this 
Farm,       branch  of  their  education. 

School  Farm. — The  field  allocated  for  the  industrial  training  of  the 
boys  consists  of  two  acres  of  a  peaty  soil,  haying  been  a  reclaimed  bog. 
This  I  have  divided  into  plots,  by  making  walks  through  it  In  one 
division  I  sowed  Swedish  turnips.  The  crop  was  a  very  fair  one.  The 
inmates  commenced  using  them  in  November  last ;  and  at  the  end  of 
last  month  I  pulled  the  remainder  of  them,  and  put  them  in  store.  In 
part  of  another  division  I  planted  flat  Dutch  cabbages.  These  have 
been  also  pretty  good,  and  were  nsed  off  the  field.  The  other  crops 
have  been  onions  (which  were  not  good),  difierent  descriptions  of  cab- 
bage>seeds,  and  a  small  quantity  of  carrots  and  parsnips. 

The  only  actual  outlay  was  the  sum  of  £4  1«.  AcL  for  seed  potatoes, 
which  was  also  the  only  crop  sold,  realizing  the  sum  of  £16  10s.  The 
other  crops  have  been  either  already  used  by  the  inmates^  or  are  stored 
up  for  the  ensuing  season. 

With  regard  to  the  improvements  made  by  me,  I  beg  to  state,  that 
in  addition  to  making  eighty  perches  of  walk  (fifteen  inches  in  depth, 
viz.,  twelve  inches  of  small  stone,  and  three  of  river  gravel),  I  reclaimed 
more  than  half  of  a  very  irregular  and  unsightly  manure-yard,  and 
grew  a  very  good  crop  of  Penton  cabbages  thereon.  Round  the  remain- 
ing part  I  built  a  neat  enclosing  wall,  leaving  space  for  die  taking  in 
and  bringing  out  of  the  manure.  The  following  are  copies  of  Mr. 
Brogan*s  Reports,  which  will  show,  that  since  our  connexion  with  his 
department,  we  have  not  been  unsuccessful  in  our  efforts  to  realize  tlie 
intentions  of  the  Oommissioners:— 

\  24th  Juty.  1864. 

Visited  for  the  Commissioners  of  Nationsl  Education.  Examined  twelve 
boys  in  the  Agricultural  Class,  and  inspected  the  CQltivAtion  oi  the  lancl  allo- 
cated for  the  industrial  training  of  the  schdol-boyb.  Though  the^  is  still  great 
room  for  improvement,  yet,  as  I  consider  that  a  v^iy  fair  amount  of  progress 
has  been  made  in  the  interval  that  has  elapsed  sii^oe  my  first  visit,  I  will  recom- 
mend the  schoolmaster  for  a  gratuity,  in  consideration  of  his  services  in  superin* 
tending  the  agricultural  training  aud  instruction,  of  the  boys.  I  ezpejt  to  find 
the  suggestions  left  at  my  first  visit  carried  into  full  effect  next  Qjeasoiv 

dth  December,  1854. 

Visited  fo^  the  Commissioners  of  Nationsl  Education,  to  report  on  the 
agricultural  training  and  instruction  of  the  Workhouse 'schoolboys.  Having 
examined  an  Agricultural  Class  often  boys,  and  iaiitected  the  management  of 
the  land  set  apart  for  their  practical  instruction,  I  am  happy  to  be  enabled  to 
report  a  very  fair  amount  of  progress  and  proficiency,  such  as  will  wanant  me 
In  recommending  the  officer  in  chuge  of  this  department  for  a  gratuity. 

I  am  glad'to  find  that  the  entire  portion  of  land  capable  of  cultivation  has 
been  set  apart  for  the  training  of  the  school-boys,  and  I  highly  Spprove  of  the 
improvemenls  which  the  agriculturist  proposes  to  effect  on  it.  As  he  has  stated 
his  intention  of  sowing  a  grain  crop  in  the  moory  portion  in  the  ensuing  year, 
I  would  suggest  that  it  should  previously  receive  a  top-di^sing  of  earth  and 
lime,  which  will  not  only  insure  the  success  of  the  grain  crop,  but  p^ma^ently 
improve  the  land  for  succeeding  crops. 

I  shall  continue  to  use  my  best  exertions  to  caxry  out  this  useful 
system  of  pauper  industrial  eidocation.in  such  a  manner  sis  to  Writ  the 
approval  o£  the  National  Board  and  its  offioers*  j 

Jaiw  goANLAV;  Sehoolmaete]t  and  A^oolturisi 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1854.] 


of'NatumcU  Education  in  IreUmd. 


-    I  2    I    I    I  «^ 

^2  eo  CO- 


00 

I— I 

u 


3 


& 


CQ 


O 


639 

Appbvdtx  I. 

II.  Append  r 
to  Dr.  Kirk- 
]pfttrick'8R«port. 

Jhrnmamoaiif 

Union 

Workhoute 

Farm, 


■o 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S40 


Appendix  to  TwerUy-firet  Bep&ri  of  Canmiseianers      [1854- 


ApfbhdixL 

IL  Avpmdiz 
to  Dr:  Kirk- 
ptttricktBeporL 


Cuom 

Wwrkkomm 

Farm, 


00 


^ 


I 
I 


0 
o 


I 


I 

o 


M 


|l& 


li 


31 
I 


i 


t 


i     & 
I     I 

3    ; 


>-  1 1 1 1  I 


«^  o  e  •«>      iA 


«'       I    I    1    I        I 


I    -I    I        I 


\: 


«  «-i  S  OP 


•|l« 


I 


.11    I 


! 


IJSI 


I- 


1 1 


1 1 


1 1 


I  I 


1 1 


1 1 


1 1 


i2       .  .1 


'  11.. 


i 


5 


I 
I 


5 

o 


s 


8 


i 

f 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1804.]  t^NoHcnalEdueaHon  in  Ireland.  841 

28.  Ennis'Wobkhousb  Aowoultubal  National  School,  County  Clare,  Appendix  I. 

;  14ih  January,  1855.     ^'i^Pgjf  * 

Agricultural  Indructioh. — ^There  are  in  the  Workhouse  at  present  i^trick'sReport. 
about  thirty  boys,  from  fifteen  to  seventeen  years  of  age,  who  are  Efa^TunUm 
industriously  employed ;  and  120,  from  nine  to  fifteen  years,  who  WotUoum 
receive  literary  instruction  under  my  care.  Of  the  former^  twenUy  are  Farm. 
apprenticed  to  trades,  and  the  remaining '/era  are  employed  on  the  farm 
for  six  hours  each  day.  Of  the  boys  receiving  literary  instruction, 
thirty  of  them,  whose  ages  vary  from  twelve  to  fifteen  years,  work  for 
three  hours  each  day  under  the  superintendence  of  the  agriculturist  and 
myself.  Short  as  the  time  is  that  has  elapsed  since  they  commenced 
operations  on  the  farm,  it  is  surprising  to  see  what  progress  has  been 
made.  Boys  who  never  before  handled  a  farm  implement,  now  work 
with  neatness  and  skill ;  and  instead  of  having  to  he  compelled  to  do 
it,  as  is  often  the  case,  there  is  a  sort  of  competition  among  the  other 
boys  in  the  school  to  be  placed  in  the  class.  There  is  also  a  consider- . 
able  change  in  their  appearance.  Those  who,  when  confined  in  a 
i5cbool-room,  appeared  pale  and  sickly,  are  now  ruddy  and  healthy,  and 
not  a  case  of  illness  has  occurred  among  them  for  the  last  nine  months. 
Tbey  all  feel  delighted  with  their  employment,  as  they  see  it  is  the 
only  prospect  they  ever  have  of  leaving  the  workhouse.  I  also  find  a 
great  change  wrought  in  th^r  habits  during  the  time  devoted  to  lite- 
rary instruction.  They  consider  that  eventually  they  will  be  obliged 
to  go  abroad  in  the  world,  and  they  feel  determined,  by  their  increased 
attention  to  business,  to  be  intelligent  and  active*  Most  of  them  can 
write  an  excellent  hand — ^have  a  good  knowledge  of  arithmetic,  geo- 
graphy, and  grammar — ^and  an  hour  is  devoted  each  evening  to  their 
instruction  in  the  Agricultural  Class  Books,  so  that  instead  of  the 
workhouse  being  to  them  a  nursery  of  idlenesa  and  crime,  it  will  be 
the  means  of  making  them  good,  and  useful  members  of  society. 

Model  Farm. — The  extent  of  land  under  cultivation  was  ^\q  and 
a-half  statute  acres.  A  considerable  share  of  success<*has  attended  our 
exertions  for  the  last  year.  On  reference  to  the  ^'  Balance  Sheet"  it 
will  be  seenuthat  on  this  small  farm  the  large  profit  of  £108  6<.  2\d.j 
being  about  £20  per  acre,  has  been  realized.  This  has  exceeded  the 
most  sanguine  expectations  of  the  Guardians,  and  all  parties  are 
delighted  with  the  improvement  manifested  among  the  boys.  Nor  Ls 
this  the  only  department  of  the  Workhouse  that  is  progressing  satis- 
factorily :  forty-seven  boys  who.  were.apprentiped  to  the  master-tailor 
have,  from  time  to  time,  during  the  last  two  years  left  the  Workhouse 
and  obtained  employment  from  the  most  respectable  masters  in  the 
town  of  Ennis.  Numbers  of  our  weavers  have  been  employed  in  Ennis 
and  its  vicinity,  and  some  of  them  have  even  gone  to  Belfaet  and  parts 
of  England,  where  they  are  earning  their  bread  by  their  trade,  and 
instead  of  being  a  burden  on  the  rate-payers  for  ever,  they  are  on  the 
fair  road  to  respectability  and  independence. 

I  could  mention  many  other  interesting  details  illustrative  of  the 
benefits  of  a  good  industrial  system  in  our  Workhouse.  This,  in  a 
great  measure,  has  been  caused  by  the  unceasing  exertions  of  W.  H. 
Lucas,  Esq.,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  for  whose  kindness  and  co-operation 
in  carrying  out  the  views  of  the  National  Board,  I  am  mnch  indebted. 
He  has  been  particularly  zealous  in  encouraging  a^culture,  as  he 
knows  that  most  of  the  male  children  at  present  in  the  Workhouse  must 
depend  on  it  for  support,  and  I  feel  hajppy  in  acknowledging  how  much 
we  are  indebted  to  him  for  his  exertions. 

HiGHABL  BsKW,  Teaoher. 
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Appendix  I.       29.  GiUKABB  Unioh  Woskhouse  AgbiguiiTUKAL  School^  Gonntj 
n.  A^^  Longford. 

^trick'i£»port.  Jannary,  1855. 

'ZTtt  '  AffricfiUural  Instruction. — In  accordance  with  a  circular  from  the 
W^htunm^  Poor  Zjaw  Commissioners^  ui'giog  an  immediate  introduction  of  agricul- 
Farm.  iural  training  into  workhouse  schools,  the  Guardians  of  this  anion,  so 
£&r  back  as  December  1853,  ordered  tbat  a  statute  acre  of  the  land  (see 
map)  should  be  set  apart  for  the  instruction  of  an  Agricultural  Class  of 
school-bojs  under  my  supervision.  This  land,  howeyer,  remained 
uncleared  of  the  crop  of  previous  year  (sold  to  various  piurties)  until 
the  month  of  April  following,  when  about  thirty  of  the  school-boja 
were  employed  upon  it  during  three  hours  each  day — the  adult  inmates 
working  occasionally  the  remainder  of  the  hxm.  After  much  corres- 
pondence and  delay,  the  Guardians,  in  the  middle  of  July,  resolved  to 
place  the  entire  of  the  land  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  National 
Education,  and  requested  to  be  favoured  with  the  suggestions  of  the 
Agricultural  Inspector.  Accordingly,  towards  the  end  of  September, 
Mr.  Brogan  visited,  and  after  a  minute  inspection,  recommended  that 
the  agricultural  department  should  be  taken  into  connexion,  and  asup- 
of  agricultund  books  awarded — since  which  time,  however,  no 

oks  have  been  received,  and,  consequently,  no  regular  theoretical 
instruction  has  yet  been  imparted.  This  will  account  for  the  incom-% 
pleteness  of  the  Return  for  the  past  year,  bui  it  is  hoped  that  the 
current  one  wiU  not  witness  any  impediments  to  the  efficient  working 
of  this  department — ^so  important  an  element  in  the  education  of  the 
youth  of  Ireland  generally,  but  in  a  peculiar  degree  to  the  destitute 
children  in  our  workhouses. 

The  Agricultural  Class,  averaging  about  thirty  boys,  from  nine  to 
fourteen  years  of  age,  have  acquired  some  practical,  but — owing  to  the 
want  of  text-books  on  the  subject — little  theoretical  knowledge  of 
agriculture.  They  now  work  at  least  four  hours  each  day  on  the  land, 
for  which  their  rations  have  been  slightly  increased,  and  the  cheerful- 
ness with  which  they  execute  anything  within  their  slonder  powers,  as 
well  as  the  improvement  perceptible  in  their  morals,  is  very  satis- 
factory. 

Farm. — ^A  reference  to  the  accoropanjing  map  of  the  workhouse 
site  and  farm,  which  I  have  prepared,  will  show  the  aspect,  extent, 
and  other  particulars  of  this  farm,  and  the  portions  cultivated  exclu- 
sively by  the  school- boys  last  year.  Those  parts,  though  indeed 
unsuited,  produced,  under  careful  management,  a  fair  crop  of  turnips^ 
carrots,  leeks,  and  parsley.  I  am  now  at  liberty,  and  intend  to  raise 
from  the  ground  most  eligible,  such  vegetables  as  will  be  required  for 
consumption  in  the  house  ;  these  will  include  turnips,  parsnips,  cab- 
bages, carrots,  onions,  leeks,  parsley,  celery,  <bc.;  and  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  give  a  more  creditable  return  of  our  operations  in  the  current  year. 

Manure, — The  only  manure  used  here  is  that  obtained  from  the 
cesspools.     These  are  emptied  occasionally,  the  contents  mixed  with 
peat-mould,  and  removed  to  the  manure-pit>  where  they  form  a  compost 
^  with  ashes,  dead  weeds,  and  other  refuse. 

W.  TiBBNST,  Schoolmaster  and  Agricalturist 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1854.] 


d/  National  Education  in  Ireland. 


0) 


545 

Apfehbix  I* 

IT.  -Appendix 
to  Dr.  Kirk. 

patrick'sRaport, 

Gratmrd  Vtdtm 
Fwrnu 


t8 


22  15:  I 


1  1  =  21  1  ■« 

2*        3 


5} 


1 
g 


i-^ 


-4  4*   ^   S  to 


r  Jill 
ill 


llU 


i 


^ 


1 


?    s    :: 


'>i 


TObn. 


Sir 


Digitized  by 


Google 


546 


Appendix  to  Twenty-first  Report  of  Commtsmners    [1854 


Appendix  I. 

II.  Appendix 
to  Dr.  Kirk- 
patricVER«poTt. 

Cranard  Union 

}\'ork/!ont$ 
Farm', 


00 


•2 


1 


08 


I 


o 

M 
A* 

I 

■3 


S 


c 


u 


1^ 


II 


^1 


4    ^    ^ 


^  •  1     s 


§i 


O      ^ 


e  f 


1 1 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1 854.]  iff  National  Education  in  Ireland.  JM 

30.  EsLM  WoEKHousE  AoMCULTUBAL  SoHOOL,  County  Meath.         AnwnxxL 

30th  December,  1854.      "'j^pIcIhIJ* 

In  December,  1853,  it  was  resolved  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  tbat.P**"^*'******' 
•ne  statute  acre  of  ground  bo  exclusively  appropriated  for  the  school-    KellTunwh 
ioySy  in  order  to  afford  them  the  ;;reat  aJvantafro  of  uniting  scientific     IVorkAouig 
ostruction  with  practical  training  in  the  operations  on  the  farm.  Fwrm. 

Agricultural  Class, — There  arc  at  precjent  fifteen  boys  selected  from 
be  more  advanced  classes  receiving  theoretical  instruction  iu  the 
cbool  every  day  from  eight  o'clock  till  nine  in  the  moruing,  and  after 
chool  duties  the  remaining  pajrt  of  the  day  is  deyotcd  to  agricultural 
ndustry. 

Workhouse  Farm, — The  cultivated  land  attached  to  this  establish- 
oeut  consists  of  3a.  1r.  IOp.  statoto  measure,  of  ^ry,  deep,  and  fertile 
oil.  A  good  portion  of  this  ground  had  lieen  well  trenched  during 
be  winter  previous  to  my  appointment  (27tli  February,  1854).  Yet 
hero  was  a  great  deal  of  labour  still  requisite  to  prepare  for  green 
Tops,  as  all  the  work  of  the  farm  was  jjerformed  with  the  spade. 
)bserving  there  were  but  few  able-bodied  male  paupers  in  the  house, 
[  thought  it  prudent  to  solicit  the  schoolmaster's  cooperation  in  per- 
nitting  the  boys  to  work  on  the  farm,  and  I  am  happy  to  say,  the 
•esults  derived  from  this  course  havo  been  highly  advantageous.  From 
;he  first  day  of  March  till  the  end  of  April  our  time  was  principally 
>ccupied  in  preparing  for  green  crops,  dii,'ging,  levelling,  manuring,  and 
clearing  off  weeds.  Some  seeds  requiring  early  vegetation  were  also 
(own  during  this  period.  The  greater  part  of  the  farm  was  under 
iurnips  this  year,  with  some  onions,  parsnips  and  carrots,  which  crops 
uhe  Board  of  Guardians  have  considered  the  most  profitable  and  appro- 
priate for  the  use  of  tbe  bouse. 

Cropping, — Onions. — After  the  ground  for  the  onions  had  been  pro- 
perly prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  seed,  it  waa  laid  out  in  beds 
three  and  one-half  feet  wide,  add  the  sowing  finished  before  the  end  of 
the  first  week  in  April. 

Parsnips  and.  Carrots. — The  ground  for  these  crops  was  dug  in  the 
month  of  October,  and  in  sprang- 1  had  suffieient  manure  spread  over  the 
surface  and  dug  deeply  into  the  ground.  When  the  sowing  season  com- 
menced, the  ground  was  repeatedly  dug  till  it  acquired  a  level  pulve- 
rized surface.  The  parsnip  seedtwas  aowu  the  first  week  of  April,  and 
the  carrots  before  the  end  of  the  second  week — both  being  carefully 
finished  by  consolidating  the  tops  of  the  drills. 

Turnips, — Skirving's  improved  green  and  pirrple-topped  were  sown 
from  the  middle  of  May  till  the  1st  of  June,  and  white  stone  from  the 
middle  of  June  till  end  of  July,  in  regular  succession.  I  feel  much 
pleasure  in  stating  that  the  luxuriant  produce  and  fine  quality  of  the 
above  crops,  attracted  public  notice,  and  liave  been  highly  admired  by 
the  Board  of  Guardians.  The  table  annexed  to  this  lieport  shows  a 
list  of  tbe  crops  grown  upon  the  farm,  the  cicteut  of  ground  under 
each,  with  their  respective  estimated  produce  and  value. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  kind  assistance  I  have  inva- 
riably received  from  the  master  of  the  house,  whose  extensive  know- 
ledge of  agriculture,  both  theoretical  and  practical,  rendered  his 
co-operation  extremely  beneficial  in  tbe  management  uf  this  depart- 
ment 

MicuaeIj  Smith,  Agriculturist 
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Appendix  1.      31.  Kilmacthomas  Workhouse  Aqricultueal  National  School, 
II.  Appendix  January  12,  1855. 

to  Dr.  Kirk-  Agricultural  Instruction. — On  the  14tli  of  February  last  I  entered 

patricksBeport,  q^l  my  dutied  here  as  schoolmaster  and  agriculturist.    There  were  then 
KilmacihMuu  fifty ^ix  boys  in  the  school  who  had  not  previously  received  any  agri- 
Uni<m        cultural  instructioa  in  the  school,  though  they  had  for  some  time  been 
fforkhmut     urorkinp;  on  the  farm.     I  formed  an  agricultural  class  of  fifteen  of  the 
more  advanced  boys,  who  also  constituted  the  industrial  class.     The 
remainder  were  too  small  to  be  capable  of  using  farm  implements,  bat 
in  the  fine  weather  most  of  them  go  out  during  working  hours,  and  are 
employed  at  light  work — such  as  collecting  stones  off  the  ground, 
picking  weeds,  (be. 

The  hours  for  school  instruction  are  from  nine  till  eleven,  a.m.,  and 
from  half-past  three  till  five,  p.m.  ;  and  the  hours  on  the  farm,  eleven, 
A.M.,  till  half-past  two,  p.m.,  in  winter.  In  summer  they  work  an 
additional  hour  from  five  till  six,  p.m.  Agricultural  instruction  is 
given  during  winter  for  half  an  hour,  and  in  summer  for  an  hour,  on 
Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Fridays.  The  number  of  boys  in  the  school 
has  diminished  about  one-third  since  I  came  here,  being  reduced  to 
thirty  on  the  last  day  of  December.  The  agricultural  class  consists 
still  of  the  same  number  as  at  first ;  for  as  soon  as  the  boys  in  the 
junior  classes  are  able  to  read  with  tolerable  accuracy  I  take  them  into 
the  agricultural  class.  Tlieir  del&ciencyin  reading  makes  their  pro- 
gress in  agricultural  knowledge  slow,  though  their  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject is  very  good. 

Farm. — The  farm,  after  deducting  the  area  under  buildings,  con- 
sists of  12a.  3r.  4f.  It  is  a  very  good  and  naturally  dry  soil.  None 
of  it  had  been  cropped  previous  to  my  tp.king  charge,  except  a  small 
plot  under  cabbages.  There  was  a  large  quantity  of  earth  about  the 
house,  taken  from  the  foundation  of  the  buildings,  which  has  been 
since  removed.  During  the  last  year  I  had  about  one  acre  three 
roods  under  green  cro[>s,  and  seven  acres  one  rood  under  oats.  The 
green  crops  gave  a  good  yield ;  but  the  grain,  from  the  lateness  of 
the  season  at  which  the  land  was  prepared*,  and  the  long  dronirht 
which  succeeded  the  time  of  its  sowing,  was  rather  light.  The 
only  manure  used  was  that  obtained  from  the  houso.  It  is  collected 
in  tanks,  when  earth  is  frequently  thrown  in  to  prevent  escape  of 
effluvia,  and  to  increase  the  manure.  The  contents  are  reme^ed  occa- 
sionally from  these  tanks  to  the  heap,  and  there  kept  covered  with 
earth. 

The  only  permanent  improvements  effected  during  the  year  were, 
the  levelling  of  an  old  fence,  and  the  removal  of  two  large  mounds  of 
earth.  Although  the  removal  of  the  earth  was  attended  with  a  good 
deal  of  expense,  still,  as  this  work  tended  more  to  the  improved 
appearance  of  the  place  than  to  the  improvement  of  the  £urm,  no  por- 
tion of  the  expense  has  been  placed  to  the  credit  side  of  the  farm 
account,  and  this  makes  the  apparent  loss  on  the  operations  of  the 
year  greater  than  it  really  is. 

Agriculture  is  in  a  pretty  forward  state  in  this  neighbourhood.  I 
cannot  say  that  it  has  been  influenced  as  yet  by  what  has  been  done 
on  this  farm,  but  I  trust  Our  cxami)le  v,ill  soon  be  worthy  of  imitation. 

In  conclusion  I  have  to  state,  what  I  believe  moat  people  now  admit, 
that  there  is  nothin;^  more  likely  to  render  the  youn;^  inmates  of  work- 
houses useful  members  of  sjciety,  when  they  grow  up,  than  proper 
industrial  training ;  and  1  am  quite  certain  that  the  fow  honns  they 
labour,  daily,  does  more  to  render  them  orderly  and  contented  than 
any  other  course  of  discipUne  that  could  be  praoti^ed,  • 

Joaif  M'Caffrt,  Teacher  a&d  A^icuUurict^ 
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32.  MouNTBKLLBw  Union  Workhousb  Aqbicultubal  School,         Appbrdix  I. 
County  Galway.  II.  A;;^dix 

The  Agricultural  Class  consisted,  through  the  year,  of  an  average  of  ^  ^'; ,  JJ^' 
twenty-four  boys,  from  twelve  to  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  are  instructed  ^  *    '    ^^ 
by  the  literary  teacher,  four  days  each  week»  in  tile  * 'Agricultural  Class    Mwuthdltw 
Book,"  aud  the  "Agricultural  Instructor,"  which  lessons  are  reduced  to     ^/T?*^ 
practice,  as  they  work  on  the  land  for  four  and  a^half  hours  daily,        %^^ 
under  his  supervision.     The  division  of  %me  for. the  male  pupils  is — 
two  hours  schooling  before  breakfast;  four  and  a^half  hours  from  break- 
fast to  dinner  time  at  agricultural  and  other  industry ;  and  two  hours 
schooling  after  dinner.     This  arrangement  was  made  by  the  Guardians 
that  the  children  might  have  the  undisturbed  benefit  of  the  industrial 
teacher's  instruction,  whose  time  of  attendance  is  from  breakfast  to 
dinner,  without  interfering  with  the  times  of  instruction  given  by  the 
literary  teacher  (before  the  arrival  and  after  departure  from  the  house 
of  the  other  instructors).     In  addition  to  those  specially  fomling  the 
agricultural  class,  the  smaller  boys  are  very  frequently  instructed  in 
agricultural  lessons,  and  brought  to  do  light  work  on  the  land.     The 
agricultural  class  receive  an  extra  allowance  of  iyro  ounces  of  bread, 
daily;  and  when  any  leave  th^  establishment,  their  places  are  at  once 
filled  up  from  the  junior  boys,  who  look  on  the  change  as  a  promotion. 
The  farm  contains  over  six  statute  acres,  of  which  5a.  3b.  35^p, 
were  under  cultivation  ;  and  previous  to  last  year  the  whole  farm  was 
waste  and  neglected  for  years,  being,  besides,  intersected  by  a  number 
of  fences,  which  had  to  be  levelled.  ^ 

notation  of  Cro])ping, — A  ** seven-course  {reen  crop  shift"  has  been 
laid  down  this  year.  The  returns  have  not  been  as  remunerative  as 
luay  be  expected  in  future  years. 

The  manure  used  was  night-soil,  deodorized  with  p^t-mould,  with 
which  the  privies  are  kept  constantly  filled ;  this  renders  the  contents 
inoffensive,  and  the  cleansing  of  them  at  all  times  practicable.  This 
mixture  is  put  into  heaps,  iuterlayered  with  the  refuse  straw  from  the 
old  bedding,  and  the  suds  and  soap  lees,  preserved  by  a  tank  at  rere 
of  the  laundry,  are  poured  on  those  heap& 

The  live  stock  are  four  pigs  and  a  donkey.  On  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Brogan  I  recommended  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  purchase  the 
pigs ;  and  anxious,  as  they  always  have  been,  to  promote  the  iostruc* 
tion  of  the  children,  and  render  them  in  future  time  self-reliant  agents 
of  productive  industry,  and  good  members  of  society,  they  at  once 
adopted  it.  The  stock  arcfed  on  the  vegetable  offal  of  the  farm,  and 
are  attended  by  two  of  the  school  boys,  who,  by  this  means,  acquire  a 
practical  knowledge  of  their  treatment  and  management. 

Patbick  Joice,  Master  and  Agriculturist. 
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Appendix  I.  33.  IfAAB  W0BKHOTJ8E  AaRicuLTiiiiAL  National  School, 

II.  A^dix  ^«"°ty  Kildare. 

*At?ck'8Re^  rt.      Agricultural  Instruction — A    class  of   twenty-four   boys   receive 

^  agricultaral  instruction  from  the  schoolmaster,  in  the  books  supplied 

NaoM  Unkm    by  the  Board  of  Education,  for  half  an  hour  each  day.     The  class  has 

jforfrAoMw     jj^j^  jj^gjj  formed  a  sufficient  length  of  time  for  any  marked  improT^ 

ment  to  be  perceptible. 

Industrial  Class. — The  above  number  is  divided  into  two  divisions, 
who  work  alternately  on  the  farm  for  four  hours  each  day.  Consider- 
ing their  youth  .(from  ten  to  twelve  years  of  age)  they  work  very  well, 
and  are  most  attentive.  Many  of  them  are  employed  by  farmers,  who 
speak  favourably  of  their  subsequent  conduct. 

School  Farm. — The  extent  of  land  under  cultivation  is  about  sir 
statute  acres.  The  soil  is  of  very  fair  quality,  and  requires  no 
improvement  beyond  due  preparation  for  the  various  crops.  The 
result  of  the  past  year's  cropping  was  satis&ctory ;  and  the  crops  were 
allowed  by  all  who  inspected  them  during  their  growth  to  be  excellent. 
No  live  stock  are  kept,  which  is  a  drawback  on  the  efficiency  of  onr 
labours,  as  a  great  deal  of  waste  leaves,  &C.,  that  would  go  far  in  sup- 
porting such,  are  thrown  into  the  manure  pit. 

Agricultural  Improvement. — Agriculture  is  in  a  very  forward  state  in 
this  district.  The  farmers,  after  our  example,  are  beginning  to  pay 
more  attention  to  the  after-cultare  of  their  green  crops. 

MiCHABL  QsBAaHTY,  AgricultorisL 
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5aft  Appendix  to  Tiventy-^ftrst  Report  ef  OmwUsoioners    [1854. 

Atmmx  I,  34.  KavIn  Wobkhousk  Aorictiltural  Natiohal  School, 

n.  Appendix  County  Meatli. 

patrick'slUport.  SrdJanuarj,  1855. 

KavanUnftm  ^^  November,  1853,  the  utility  of  affording  the  workhouse  school 
Workhott^  bo3'8  both  a  theoretical  and  practical  knovtledge  of  agriculture,  was 
Farm^  suggested  by  the  District  Inspector  (W.  A.  Hunter,  E^q.)  to  the  Board 
of  Guardians,  who  immediately  concurred  with  him,  and  allocated  a 
portion  of  ground,  containing  1a.  1r.  1*4?.  (statute  measure),  to  be 
cultivated  exclusively  by  the  school-boys,  under  my  directions.  When 
this  piece  of  ground  was  given  in  charge  to  me,  I  was  rather  despondent, 
for  I  anticipated  its  culture  would  be  any  thing  but  satisfactory,  in 
consequence  of  the  weakness  of  the  help  available  for  this  purpose;  for 
at  any  time  I  had  not  more  than  twelve  able  to  handle  a  spade,  and 
even  these  were  generally  yoinig,  (aged  from  niiie  to  thirteen  years), 
and  were  besides  totally  ignorant  of  manual  labour.  However,  through 
extraordinary  exertions,  and  untired  perseverance,  as  also  the  unceasing 
enconragement  atibrded  by  Mr.  Hunter,  in  forwarding  the  progress  of 
this  useful  system,  the  results  have  turned  out  satisfactory,  as  will 
appear  from  the  statistical  returns,  and  balance  sheet  appended  to  this 
Report. 

Aorictiltural  Class. — The  agricultural  class  comprise  the  boys  of 
second,  third,  and  fourth  classes,  and  it  affords  me  much  pleasure  to 
say  that  their  attention  and  conduct,  when  out  on  the  farm,  are  most 
gratifying.  There  are  at  present  twenty  boys  receiving  theoretical 
instruction  in  agriculture  from  half- past  nine  till  ten  o'clock  every 
morning,  and  from  hulf-i)a>t  two  till  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  on 
the  farm,  putting  the  theory  into  practice,  the  intervening  time  being 
devoted  to  literary  instruction  m  the  schoolroooi. 

Manure, — This  useful  appendage  to  soil  is  collected  from  the  cast 
straw  of  beds,  and  privy  receptacles,  which  being  discharged  every 
morning  into  a  tank  about  forty  yards  south-west  of  the  building,  are 
then  covered  witb  pcatmould,  to  prevent  the  escape  of  ammonia,  io- 

School  Farm. — The  situation  being  to  the  north  of  the  building,  is 
consequently  unfavonniblefor  vci^etation.  the  soil  being  deprived  of  the 
powerful  agency  of  the  sun's  heat  until  mid-day  ;  but  it  is  convenient, 
being  to  the  rigliL  of  scliool-boys'  yard.  About  three-fourths  of  the  soil 
is  pretty  good,  it  may  be  termed  a  l-liA^ey  loam,  the  remainder  being 
of  a  gravelly  nature,  resting  on  a  subsoil  of  reddish  clay. 

Cropphifj. — The  crops  grown  were,  onions,  jiarsnips,  carrots,  mangel- 
wurzel,  and  turnips,  all  of  which  w6re  k6pt  Jdr  the  use  of  the  house, 
except  the  mangels,  which  were  sold  by  public  auction,  at  the  rate  of 
£19  per  Irish  acre. 

Oni/ms. — The  ground  for  this  crop  was  reduced  to  a  proper  state  of 
pulverization  by  several  dignings;  it  was  well  supplied  with  manure, 
then  lightly  dug,  so  as  to  keep  the  fine  mouhl  on  the  surface  for  the 
reception  of  the  seed  ',  laid  off  in  b^ds  four  feet  wide,  and  the  seed 
sown  about  the  third  week  in  March. 

Parmips  and  Carrots. — These  crops  were  sown  in  drills,  twenty 
inches  apart.  The  seed  of  the  former  was  put  in  holes  made  with  a 
dibble,  eight  inches  ajMiit,  and  one  in  depth;  and  that  of  the  latter  was 
put  in  rows  along  the  surface  of  the  drills,  then  covered  with  fine  mould, 
and  rolled  with  a  light  roller. 

Mangels  and  Turnips. — The  preparatory  operations  for  these  crop^ 
were  identical  with  that  of  the  parsnips,  and  carrots,  and  the  sowing 
was  the  ordinary  drills.  The  after-culture  was  attended  to  diligently, 
and  the  general  ajjpearance  of  the  farm  so  much  attracted  Mr.  Hunter'a 
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attention,  that  on  the  occasion  of  his  visit  in  May  last,  he  gave  the   Apmnmx  I. 
following  report :  "  The  industrial  department  appears  to  be  carefully  jj  Xppendir 
attended  to,  considering  that  the  boys  are  few,  and  generally  very  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
young,  it  will  be  acknowledged  that  the  experiment  set  on  wot  for  pfttricksReport. 
employing  the  boys  on  the  frroJiud  has  beeii  very  saccessful.    It  appears    isranrTunhn 
to  me  that  the  work  is  well  done,  and  that  the  seeds  have  been  put      Workhtmse 
down  in  good  time."  Fumu 

GtneraL  Reiiiarl:8, — No  rcgiiljir  rotation  has  been  carried  out  this  year, 
as  I  understood  it  was  tlic  wii>hes  of  the  Guardians  to  grow  the  crops 
most  appropriate  for  the  use  of  the  houpe;  but  as  Mr.  Brogan,  Sub- 
Inspector  of  Agricultural  National  Schools  suggested  a  rotation,  I  shall 
endeavour  to  comply  with  his  wishes.  The  following  are  the  observa- 
tions left  at  his  visit  of  the  29th  September,  1854  : — "Visited  for  the 
Commissioners  of  National  Education.  Present,  forty-one  pupils. 
Examined,  fourteen  boys  in  the  agricultural  class,  and  inspected  the 
cultivation  of  the  portion  of  land  allocated  for  the  industrial  training 
of  the  school-boys.  There  appears  a  very  fair  amount  of  progress  in 
this  department  since  my  previous  visit,  but  I  have  to  suggest  that 
some  regular  rotation  be  adhered  to  in  the  cropping  of  the  land." 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  offer  iny  most  grateful  thanks  to  John  Mullen, 
Esq.,  Manager,  for  his  kindness  in  responding  to  my  wishes  whenever 
I  suggested  any  improvement  calculated  to  enhance  the  success  of  the 
farm,  or  to  add  to  the  efficiency  of  the  schools. 

John  M'Enebney,  Teacher  and  Agriculturist. 
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Appendix  to  Tweniy-first  Report  of  Commisdoners    [1854. 

35.  Newtownabds  Wobkhousb  Aobicultubal  Natiohal  School, 
Countj  Down. 

I5tli  January,  1855. 

AgricuUnral  Tmtruciion  — Wlien  I  was  appointed  in  April  last,  I 
found  that  not  only  had  my  predecessor  resigned  the  charge  of  the 
portion  of  land  specially  allocated  for  the  industrial  tminiog  of  the  boys, 
but  that  the  ''as^ncultural  class,"  which  he  had  been  accustomed  to 
instruct  in  the  theory  of  agriculture,  was  discontinued  for  some  time 
previous  to  his  resignation. 

At  my  commencement,  iherefore,  that  portion  of  land  was  under  crop 
by  direction  of  ihe  master,  as  well  as  the  greater  part  of  the  remaining 
ground  belonging  to  the  workhouse,  and  note  was  available  for  the 
exclusive  woriking  of  the  agricultural  class. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  season,  however,  the  boys  were  taken 
out  for  two  or  three  hours  every  day,  by  myself,  to  the  grounds,  where, 
under  my  immediate  directions  and  instruction  they  were  engaged  at 
the  various  manual  operations  which  were  deemed  suited  to  their  phy- 
sical capabilities.  As  soon  as  I  had  a  sufficient  number  of  .intelligent 
and  promising  boys  at  my  disposal,  I  re-orgauieed  an  agricoltural  class, 
which  I  continue  to  instraot  for  half  an  -Iiour,  «ach  day,  in  the  theory 
of  agriculture.  Their  progress,  although  slow,  is  not  inferior  to  what 
could  be  reasonably  expected  of  them,  considering  their  youth ;  besides 
a  number  of  them  are  learning  the  tailoring,  and  sboemaking  trades, 
and  are  occasionally  taken  out  and  bound  as  apprentices.  Hence  the 
difficulty  arises  of  keeping  up  the  class,  for  many  of  these  have  been 
longest  in  the  house,  and  therefore  the  most  intelligent. 

I  would  further  remark  that  although  there  was  no  partieular  part  of 
ihe  land  set  apart  for  their  instruction  'during  the  past  year,  it  is  my 
opinion  that  much  practical  good  most  have  resulted  from  the  course 
pursued,  which  appeared  the  most  judicious  plan  then  available,  vis : 
to  work  occasionally  over  the  farm  when  and  wbere  their  labour  was 
most  useful,  and  might  be  most  instructive.  It  is  my  intention  to  take 
charge  of  as  much  ground  in  the  ensuing  spring  as  I  consider  the  number, 
strength,  and  skill  of  tlie  boys,  under  my  charge,  will  enable  me  to  cul- 
tivate, in  a  syistematic  and  efficient  manner.  I  hope  by  tjie  adoption 
of  this  course  to  be  able  both  to  shoir  the  superiority  of  the  new  over 
the  old  system  of  cropping,  and  furnish  more  flatisfactoiy  statistical 
returns  on  the  working  .of  the  agricultural  school  here,  during  the 
ensuing  year. 

-      '   IbBBBT  DayxB)  Schoolmaster. 


36.  OLDOASirLB  WoBKHoirsB  Aq&iocltubal  School,  County  MeaUu 

16th  January,  1855. 

Farm, — The  quantity  of  ground  under  cultivation,  lunonnts  to  8a.  Ob. 
13p.  statute  measure,  of  which  5a.  1b.  13p.  is  without  the  boundary 
wall,  and  under  a  two-course  rotation. 

The  portion  inside  the  boundary  wall  contains  2a.  3b.  cultivated  on  a 
four-course  rotation,  from  which  is  raised  a  supply  of  vegetables  for  the 
use  of  the  ^tablishment;  tfnd  her^  the  soil  is  of  a  very  superior  quality- 
deep,  dry,  and  friable,  and  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  growth  of  green 
crops. 

Agricultural  Ingtruction, — The  number  of  boys  receiving  theoret- 
ical instruction  in  agriculture  varied  ffom  three  to  twenty-five^ 
and  the  daily  average  attendance,  from  thirty  to  ninety  boys,  during 
the  past  year,  but  all  assist  at  the  various  practical  operations  on  the 
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The  nnmber  in  this  class  may  appear  sinall,  but  the  circumstance  AprntDix  I. 
most  be  attributed  to  the  backward  state  of  their  literary  acquirements^  U  ^     ^^j^ 
which  renders  them  for  the  most  part  incapable  of  receiving  any  thing  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
but  a  practical  knowledge  of  agriculture.  patrick'sRcport 

The  most  cheering  aspect,  however,  about  the  establishment  Is  the  fact      QiHca^tU 
that  no  sooner  do  these  boys  (all  of  whom  are  under  fifteen  years),         Uniim 
acquire  this  practical  knowledge  of  agriculture,  than  they  are  eagerly     WoHdumM 
sought  after  by  the  farmers  of  the  locality,  from  many  of  whom  I  received  *"**• 

satisfactory  accounts,  both  as  regards  their  industry  and  general  good 
conduct.  This  circumstance  speaks  volumes  in  favour  of  combined 
literary  and  industrial  education. 

Manure. — The  manure  is  collected  in  two  large  tanks  which  coln- 
munioate  by  sewers  with  the  privies,  kitchen,  and  laundry.  Clay,  straw, 
and  other  absorbent  matter  are  collected  to  the  tank  for  the  pui-pose  of 
being  mixed  with  its  contents,  and  when  perfectly  satoiuted  are  formed 
into  heaps^  and  covered  with  clay  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  volatile 
gases. 

Alexander  M'Donnbll^  Schoolmaster  and  Agriculturist. 
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^^xnancL  L      37.  Skibbebbbn  Wobkhous£  Agbicxtltukal  School,  Coantj  Cork. 
JJ-j^FgwjjKx  8th  January,  1855. 

pKtriiBk*iI^)oit.      Agricultural  Inttruction. — A  class  of  thirty-two  boys  is  instructed 
•  SkMereem     ^^  ™®  ^®'  *^  hovLT  every  day,  in  school,  after  the  ordinary  school  bnsi- 
Umiem        0^88  i^  over — most  of  whom  can  read  in  the  A^caltoral  Books  supplied 
WTkkotm     by  the  Board  of  Education.    They  have  been  for  the  most  part  taken  out 
Farm,        ^  ^jj^  "second  class."     Their  progress  must  be  slow,  in  consequence 
of  the  backwardness  of  their  literary  eduoition  and  their  youth,  their 
average  age  being  about  ten  years.     However,  I  am  glad  to  have  to 
state  that  their  general  iraprorement  far  exceeds  what  might  be  anti- 
cipated from  such  a  class. 

Particular  attention  is  directed  to  their  instruction  in  both  the  theo- 
retical and  practical  details  of  agriculture,  and  to  the  inculcation  o£ 
habits  of  industry  and  economy.  The  accumulation  and  preservation 
of  the  manure  have  been  carefully  attended  to. 

School  Farm. — The  contents  of  the  farm  under  cultivation,  in  con- 
nexion with  this  Workhouse,  for  the  year  1854,  were  five  acres,  statute 
measure,  the  entire  of  which  is  a  clay  soil  resting  on  a  subf^cil  of  rock. 
The  crop  was  a  good  one,  with  the  exception  of  the  entire  failure  of 
t)ie  carrots,  which  was  owing  to  the  bad  seed  got  in  this  town.  All 
the  crops  have  been  used  in  the  house,  with  the  exception  of  some  cab* 
bas^  plants,  which  were  sold,  as  not  wanting  on  the  farm. 

No  regular  rotation  of  crops  has  been  carried  out  here,  nor  is  it 
intended  to  establish  any,  as  directions  were  given  by  the  Guardians 
to  grow  the  crops  most  profitable  and  appropriate  for  the  use  of  the 
house ;  but  I  always  take  care  to  change  the  crops  every  year  as  much 
as  possible.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  for  the  last  two  years  there  has 
not  been  an  able-bodied  male  pauper  in  this  house — so  the  farm  is 
entirely  cultivated  by  the  school-boys  (numbering  seventy-seven  at 
present)  after  school  hours,  and  occasionally  for  an  hour  before  school 
opens. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  say,  that  as  regards  the  general  economy  of 
the  fiarm,  and  instruction  of  the  boys  while  under  my  charge,  nothing' 
on  my  part  shall  be  wanting  to  render  both  worthy  of  imitation. 

Patrick  M'Cabtht,  Teacher  and  Agricultoriat. 


,      [SVMHAETj^&C, 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


18M.] 


qf  National  EditeaHon  in  Ireland. 


§ 


((67 

Appendix  I. 

II.  Appendix 
to  Dr.  Kirk- 
patrick'sRepork 

Union 

WorkhouM 

Farm. 


W 


•4 


o  e^        <D        o  o  00 

»|    |221J:l"^®l    1  = 

00  r»  "^  CO    »0  ^ 

I '•■;" 

i i 

8 ^f      ^! 

«5    ®  fi  fi  f^  -g 

>*»  OS 

i  I 

8  •       -  P4 


o 
o 


Digitized  by 


Google 


568 


Appendix  to  Twenty-first  Report  of  CommisHoners     [1854. 


Appsndxx  I. 

IT.  Appendix 
to  Dr.  Kirk- 
pfttrick'sR«port. 

SUbUreem 
Unkm 

FaruL 


J 

1 
t 

-a 

o 

I 


o 

0 


bo 


9 


Ma 


M 


II 


it 


?-8  .i 

Ml 


•8 


W     *fD(nnnu4  ua^nvd^o  4noq«i    *mz«9  io  }oai  oji 


I    I    i    s    a    § 

S      5      5      o      ^      2 
-H       eo       ii       lo       K       9« 


4  i 


S     :§     i 


^11 


fill  ii 


•a 


5    I 

■<•     to 


5     6     t 


I 


M 

O 

B 
2 


I 

4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1 854 .]  of  National  Education  in  Ireland.  669 

38.  Strabanb  Woekhousb  Agricultukal  Scuool.  AppgKPix  I. 

January,  1855.     ]^-^^!^ 
The  farm  connected  with  the  school  conaists  of  12a.  3r.  36p.     Of  i»trick'»Beport. 
this  there  are  at  present  only  9a.  2«.  38f.  under  cultivation,  the  remain-  strabanTumUm 
ing  portion  being  so  elevated  that  manure  cannot  be  got  to  it  except     Workhoun 
by  carrying  it  in  handbarrows,  which  cannot  be  done  for  want  of  pro-        Farm, 
per  assistance ;  further,  the  greater  part  of  it  is  rocky  and  uneven, 
which  would  render  the  cultivation  of  it  very  expensive.     It  was  ori- 
ginally purchased  for  a  fever  hospital  site,  and  is  now  perman«ntly 
laid  down  in  grass,  being  used,  in  the  summer  months,  for  recreation 
ground  for  the  convalescent  fever  patients,  as  well  as  for  those  of  the 
house  hospital. 

There  has  hitherto  been  no  tegular  system  followed  in  cropping  the 
land,  but  I  intend  to  adopt  the  four-course  rotation  on  the  part  at 
present  in  tillage. 

For  some  time  past  there  have  been  but  few  able-bodied  male  pau- 
pers in  the  house,  so  that  the  work  of  the  farm,  with  occasional  assist- 
ance of  horse  labour,  devolves  on  the  school-boys.  There  are  at  pre- 
sent twenty  boys,  wio  work  before  and  after  school  hours. 

I  was  appointed  as  agriculturist  in  May,  1853,  and,  on  the  resignation 
of  the  schoolmaster,  in  March,  1854,  to  the  united  offices  of  school- 
master and  agriculturist.  Since  then  I  have  witnessed  a  great  im- 
provement botii  in  the  conduct  and  industry  of  the  boys,  who  do  much 
better  when  under  the  control  of  only  one  person,  both  in  the  ichool- 
roam  and  on  the /an??. 

Agricultural  Instt^udion. — The  Agricultural  Class  consists  at  present 
of  twenty-eight  boys,  divided  into  two  divisions — those  who  can  read 
and  those  who  cannot.  Though  all  do  not  work  on  the  farm,  some 
being  employed  weaving,  and  a  few  too  delicate  to  do  out-door  work, 
yet  each  may  receive  information  which  may  afterwards  be  useful  to 
him. 

Previous  to  the  receipt  of  the  Agricultural  Books  in  October  last,  the 
instruction  was  chiefly  oral,  but  since  that  time  those  able  to  read 
the  books  were  allowed  to  do  so  two  hours  each  night,  in  addition  to 
half  an  hour's  instruction  from  me  daily.  The  boys  not  able  to  read 
also  get  instruction  suited  to  them.  I  have  always  ende&voured  to 
render  the  lesson  interesting,  so  as  to  fix  the  attention  of  the  class  and 
impress  the  subject  better  on  the  minds  of  the  pupils.  I  feel  confident 
that  but  few  boys  of  the  same  age,  under  the  same  circumstances,  pos- 
sess more  intelligence  or  a  greater  desire  to  gain  information  relative 
to  agriculture. 

Live  Stock,  &c. — ^We  have  but  two  pigs,  which  are  fed  on  the  produce 
of  the  farm. 

Adjacent  to  the  piggery  is  the  manure  pit,  where  every  available 
substance  for  manure  is  collected  and  regularly  covered  over  with  peat- 
mould.  The  manure,  when  carted  to  the  field^  is  immediately 
covered  in. 

The  boys  are  much  looked  after  by  the  farmers  of  the  surrounding 
country,  who,  with  a  few  exceptional  cases,  report  favourably  both  of 
their  conduct  and  industry.  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  instruction  given 
the  pauper  boys  wiU,  in  the  end,  be  productive  of  much  good  to  the 
country  in  general. 

BoBEBT  SooTT;  Schoolmaster  and  Agriculturist. 
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Appendix  I.        39,  Stbokebtown  Workhotjsb  AoRicuLTUBAL  National  School, 
II.  Appendix  County  Roscommon. 

to  Dr.  kirk-  i/v  i    -.r       i     i«--' 

patrick'iiReport.  10th  March,  ISoo. 

StrokeOown  Worlhovge  Farm. — ^At  ray  appointment  as  agriculturist  in  Febrnary, 
Unioti  1853,  the  Guardians  having  only  received  possession  of  the  new  Work- 
Wprkkotue  house  from  the  contractor  the  previous  harvest,  and  no  steps  having 
been  previously  taken  to  put  the  farm  in  order,  I  found  it  iu  almost  as 
bad  a  stato  as  it  was  possible  for  land  to  be.  No  fences  existed  except 
around  a  portion  allotted  for  a  burial  ground.  One-sixth  of  the  entire 
surface  was  incumbered  with  heaps  of  stones  and  rubbish,  and  an 
equal  area  wsus  so  trodden  down  during  the  erection  of  the  Workhouse, 
that  it  could  only  be  turned  up  by  the  aid  of  picks.  There  were  no 
&rm  roads  or  approaches  to  the  establishment ;  and  the  Workhouse 
3rards  were  merely  levelled,  without  being  either  macadamized  or 
gravelled.  Further,  such  portions  of  the  land  as  were  suited  for  til- 
lage were  completely  exhausted  by  the  previous  occupants,  and  inter- 
sected with  old  dikes,  ditches,  and  pits,  and  in  a  lamentable  state  for 
drainage.  When  it  is  considered  that  I  had  to  face  all  these  diffi- 
culties, with  a  supply  of  labour  scarcely  equal  to  the  strength  of  a 
dozen  able-bodied  men,  you  will  have  some  idea  of  the  arduous  nature 
of  the  task  I  had  to  perform.  But  by  persevering  industry,  and  making 
the  most  judicious  use  of  the  slight  help  available,  almost  all  these 
difficulties  have  now  been  surmounted. 

The  quantity  of  land  added  to  the  farm  by  levelling  old  ditches  and 
improving  the  remaining  fence,  exceeds  a  statute  acre. 

The  land,  by  growing  two  successive  manured  green  crops,  has  been 
brought  into  a  condition  which  will  enable  me  in  future  to  follow  a 
regular  course  of  cropping.  I  do  not  consider  it  advisable  at  present 
to  offer  any  statement  of  the  accounts,  or  of  the  produce  of  the  crops, 
as  I  do  not  consider  the  results  of  last  year's  operations  a  &ir  test  of 
the  efficiency  of  our  system.  However,  I  hope  to  be  enabled  to  sub- 
mit a  satisfactory  statement  of  these  matters  in  connexion  with  my 
next  Report. 

The  "  Agricultural  Class"  contains  twenty- one  boys,  wbfe  receive 
agricultural  instruction  for  an  hour  each  day  from  Mr.  Geoghegan,  the 
literary  teacher,  and  subsequently  work  on  the  fia,rm  fur  three  hours. 
They  evince  considerable  anxiety  to  acquire  agricultural  knowledge ; 
and  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  not  to  allow  tkote  d^U- 
dren  to  be  discharged  until  they  shall  be  properly  i?istrucled,  leads  me  to 
anticipate  much  advantage  to  the  public  from  the  working  of  the 
industrial  department.  When,  hereafter,  those  boys  become  scattered 
through  the  country  they  will  be  likely  to  promote  a  more  improved 
system  of  farming  than  at  present  exists  in  this  locality. 

I  have,  in  conclusion,  to  express  to  the  Commissioners  of  National 
Education,  on  behalf  of  the  literary  teacher  and  myself,  our  most 
grateful  thanks  for  their  kind  appreciation  of  our  humble  efforts,  by 
awarding  two  gratuities  to  each  of  us  during  the  kst  twelve  mondis. 

Fatbick  Eabdlt,  Agriculturist. 
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40.  SwiNEFOBD  Union  Workhousb  AoBioxTUTimAii  School,  Awwwk  I. 

County  Mayo.  H.  ApMndix 

8th  Januaiy,  1 855.      iJitrick'tRep'oil 

Agricultural  Instrticlion. — There  are  at  present  eighteen  pauper  boys,     Stoiufford 
all  under  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  in  the  agricultural  class,  who  are        (Jvion 
divided  into  two  claisses,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  each  class  the     ^%j^^ 
opportunity  of  alternate  literary  and  industrial. instruction  for  three  "*" 

bours  each  day,  as  while  one  class  is  at  school  the  other  class  is  on  the 
farm,  and  vice  versa.  This  class  has  -been  reduced  considerably,  from 
the  great  demand  for  servants,  and  the  desirp  eviijced  by  farmers  to 
engage  those  boys  who  were  initiated  here  into  the  practical  details  of 
improved  farm  management,  which  causes  the  class  to  be  now  as  low 
as  eighteen  boys. 

There  being  only  a  few  infirm  paupers,  and  no  able-bodied,  in  this 
\vorkhouse,  I  was  obliged  to  have  the  farm  cultivated  by  the  school 
class,  assisted  by  those  few  infirm  men. 

As  workhouse  farms  are  generally  tilled  fcr  the  production  of  vege- 
tables for  the  use  of  the  inmates,  the  crops  sown  consisted  of  Laing's 
Swede,  Aberdeen  and  Norfolk  turriips,  onions,  carrots,  parsnips, potatoes, 
leeks,  and  cabbages,  with  some  spring  wheat,  all  of  which  yielded  a 
fair  produce,  unless  the  latter,  which  was  sown  by  the  directions  of  the 
Guardians  for  an  experiment,  and  which  yielded  badly,  the  noil  being 
un suited  for  its  production. 

The  table  annexed  to  this  Beport  exhibits  full  particulars  of  the 
crops  grown  on  the  fiEurm. 

James  Callaghan,  AgricaUurist. 
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41.  Thomastown  Wobkhouse  Agricultural  National  School, 
County  Kilkenny. 

January  17,  1835. 

Agricultural  Instruction, — Of  tlie  twenty-eight  boys  constitutini^  the 
average  attendance  in  the  Agricultural  Class,  one-half  usually  worked 
on  the  farm,  under  my  superintendence,  from  nine  o'clock  each  day 
until  four.  At  first,  on  taking  charge  of  this  place,  I  found  them  Very 
unwilling  to  work ;  but  by  degrees  they  became  more  tractable  ajid 
less  troublesome,  many  of  them  being  now  tolerably  handy  in  using 
the  spade  and  shovel.  No  arrangement  had  been  in  operation  during 
the  past  year  for  the  instruction  of  the  Agricultural  Class,  within  doois, 
in  the  theory  of  agriculture;  but  it  is  intended  tliat  tb  is  .department 
will  be  better  attended  to,  and  show  more  satisfactory  results  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

The  farm  cannot  be  said  as  yet  to  present  any  of  the  characteristics 
of  a  "  model,"  as  the  whole  place,  when  taken  up  by  the  Guardians,  was 
in  a  most  neglected  state,  having  been  overrun  with  couch-grass,  from 
the  effects  of  injudicious  and  excessive  grain  cropping. 

There  is  no  live  btock  whatever  on  the  farm,  nor  has  there  been  any 
provision  made  for  housing  cattle  on  the  premises. 

The  manure  is  of  a  very  varied  nature,  being  composed  of  night-soil, 
weeds,  refuse  straw,  coal-ashes,  and  sundry  other  substances  inter- 
layered  with  earth,  and  saturated  at  intervals  with  liquid,  from  the 
establishment,  which  makes  a  very  fertilizing  manure. 

The  "permanent  improvements"  effected  on  the  fann  during  the 
year  are — the  levelling  of  ditches,  filling  numerous  pitfalls  on  the  face 
of  the  farm,  and  constructing  a  farm  road.  There  is  still  much  to  be 
done  in  this  way,  which  will  at  all  seasons  require  much  of  the  time 
and  attention  of  the  agriculturist. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  state  that  the  Gbardians  hare  dispensed 
with  my  services,  and,  accordingly,  on  the  29th  of  this  month  I  am  to 
give  up  charge  of  the  farm,  which  it  is  proposed  shall,  in  future,  be 
managed  by  the  schoolmaster.  The  Board  was  influenced  to  fake  this> 
step  by  the  fact,  that  the  number  of  school-boys  and  the  amount  of 
available  pauper  labour  being  so  much  reduced,  the  expenses  of  man* 
agement  would  more  than  counterbalance  the  returns  that  might  he 
expected  from  the  agricultural  department. 

William  Bochb,  Agricnltarist. 
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42.  Trausb  Poor  Law  Union  AGRicuLTrmAL  National  School,       Aiteiidix  i. 
County  Kerry,  U  j—^.^ 

January  2,  1855.      ji^cViReport. 

AgricuUuTal  Instruction. — The  Agricultural  Class  consists  of  one   TrauTunioM 
hundred  boys,  between  ten  and  fifteen  years  of  age,  who  receive  in-     Workikou$e 
structions  from  the  literary  teacher  in  tho  theoretic  principles  of  agri-        Farm, 
culture,  through  the  mediuin  of  the  Agricultural  Books  supplied  by 
the  Board  of  National  Education,  during  one  liour  eacli  day,  except 
Saturday. 

Industrial  Clan. — Eighty  pf  the  abovq  nymbcr.  work  on  the  farm, 
under  my  superintendence,  for  a  period  of  four  hours  daily,  and  thus 
have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  theory  reduced  to  practice.  It  is  my 
pleasing  duty  to  have  to  observe,  that  their  willingness  to  assist  in  the 
farm  operations,  their  aptitude  in  learning  what  I  bring  under  their  notice, 
nnd  their  diligence  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  allotted  to  them,  are 
highly  satis^EU^tory.  The  Guardians  have  kfndly  granted  an  augmen- 
tation of  rations,  and  also  better  clothing,  to  the  boys  thus  employed, 
which  is  found  to  be  a  most  judicious  exercise  of  their  benevolence, 
and  productive  of  the  happy  results  which  might  have  been  anticipated. 
It  gives  the  boys  confidence  in  those  who  thus  prove  themselves  to  be 
interested  in  their  welfare,  and  stimulates  them  to  endeavour  to  co- 
operate with  the  persons  appointed  to  superintend  their  education.  On 
the  whole,  if  this  system  were  extensively  adopted  by  the  Poor  Law 
Guardians  of  this  country,  I  feel  convinced  the  influence  on  the  pauper 
youths  would  be  productive  of  beneficial  .results  to  the  community,  by 
the  fresh  impulse  which  might  be  thus  given  to  the  development  of 
the  mental  and  physical  energies  of  those  who  are  destined  to  bear  an 
active  part  in  the  cultivation  of  our  soil,  after  a  few  years'  training  in 
these  establishments. 

The  £arm  consists  of  23a.  Ir.  17p.,  statute  measure,  situated  adjacent 
to  the  Workhouse.  The  soil  is  a  deep  clay  loam,  resting  on  «n  imper- 
vious clay  subsoil.  The  rotation  adopted  is  the  four-course  shift, 
modified  to  suit  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  our  position.  The 
Guardians  having  determined  that  no' cattle  should  be  kept,  but  the 
produce  of  the  land  sold  by  auction,  it  becomes  necessary  to  cultivate 
more  extensively  the  crops  which  are  most  saleable  in  this  neighbour- 
hood. 

Manure. — Its  preservation  and  application  being  a  very  Important 
consideration  in  agricultural  economy,  is  attended  to  with  Uie  diligence 
it  requires.  The  great  aim  of  the  workhouse  agriculturists  should  be 
to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  vohttile  gases,  which  abound  in  their  ma- 
nure heaps,  consisting  principally  of  ^ight-^oil^  soap-lees,  &c,,  mixed 
with  straw,  weeds,  and  other  vegetable  remains. 

The  permanent  improvement  efieoted  during  the  year  consisted 
chiefly  of  the  trenching  or  subsoiling  of  that  portion  of  land  which  was 
8own  with  onions,  of  which  we  had  an  excellent  crop. 

Agricultural  improvement  being  rather  backward  in  this  locality, 
the  neighbouring  ^rmera  seem  wiUing  to  profit  by  the  example  which 
is  set  before  them  on  our  Model  Farm,  and  I  always  take  great  pleasure 
in  imparting  to  them  every  information  in  my  power  whenever  they 
apply  to  me  for  such. 

Cornelius  Enbioht,  Agriculturist 
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AppKfDix  I.   43.  TaiM  WoaKHOT78E  Agbicultubal  Natiomal  School,  County  MeatL. 
II- Appendix  March  3,  1855. 

to  Dr.  ktrk- 

patrick*9 Import.  Agricultural  InttnuAion. — ^Of  an  average  attendance  of  forty-nine 
-,  ."*7:  .  boys  in  the  Workhouse  scliool,  about  eighteen  receive  agricQltural 
WorkkouMe  instruction  on  each  school-day,  from  nine  till  half-past  nine  o'clock, 
I'arm,  besides  one  hour  on  Saturday  for  the  more  advanced  boys.  It  is  pain- 
ful to  find  the  lartife  proportion  of  the  hoys  who  arc  not  qualified  for 
studying  aji^ricultural  subjects,  in  consequence  of  the  state  of  ignorance 
in  which  they  are  found  at  the  period  of  admission,  coupled  with  the 
short  time  some  of  them  remain  in  the  house,  owing  to  the  demand  of 
the  neighbour! ni^  farmers  for  such  as  can  be  recommended  by  me  or  the 
master.  It  is,  therefore,  ouly  those  who  reuiain  here  for  a  conj^idcrable 
time  that  can  avail  theujselves  fully  of  the  oducatioual  advantages  \h\^ 
institution  is  cajiable  of  conferring.  That  these  boys  are  fully  sensihh* 
of  the  benefits  which  will  hereafter  re.sult  from  acquiring  a  knowledge 
of  systematic  industry,  is  evident  from  the  readiness  with  which  tht'V 
engage  in  the  performance  of  the  various  duties  to  be  executed  on  the 
farm  ;  and  I  find  that  by  unremitting  j>erseverance  they  are  every  day 
becoming  more  diligent  and  desirous  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  this 
most  important  subject. 

The  farm  cultivated  by  the  boys  consisted  of  2a.  Ob.  6p.,  statute 
measure  ;  we  have,  in  addition  to  this,  1r.  20p.  of  grass  ground,  but  it 
is  not  uuder  cultivation,  being  occupied  as  a  play-ground  for  the  girls, 
and  as  a  bleach-grouud  for  linen  and  3'am. 

Cropping. — Notwithstanding  many  disappointments,  caused  by 
failure  and  disease  among  the  crops,  the  general  resultii  of  the  cultiva- 
tion, as  shown  by  the  balance  bheet,  may  be  considered  fair.  Every 
attention  was  paid  to  the  preparation  of  the  soil  for  the  crops,  and  to 
the  sowing  and  afterculture ;  and  the  Sub-Agricultural  Inspector,  at 
his  visit  in  September,  seemed  much  pleased  with  the  appearance  of 
the  crops. 

From  my  experience  of  the  past  year  s  operations,  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  we  will,  by  continued  zeal  and  industry,  be  able  to  conduct 
this  department  of  our  duty,  not  alone  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Guar- 
dians and  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  National  Education,  but  of  the 
public  generally.  It  has  already  been  highly  useful  to  the  establish- 
ment by  promoting  the  health  of  the  boys,  and  qualifying  them,  by 
their  knowledge  of  agricultural  pursuits,  to  be  released  from  being 
burthens  on  the  community. 

I  cannot  conclude  my  observations  without  calling  your  attention 
to  the  great  credit  which  is  <lue  to  W.  A.  Hunter.  Esq.,  Inspector  of 
National  Schools,  who  suggested  the  utility  of  introtlucing  this  system 
of  agricultural  training  and  instruction  for  the  boys,  and  afterwards 
repeatedly  visited  to  witness  our  proceedings,  and  assisted  us  by  bis 
advice  and  experience  to  carry  out  our  new  undertaking. 

John  jMoone,  Schoolmaster  and  Agriculturist. 
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44.  TuLLA  WoBKHousE  Agbicultueal  School,  County  Clare.  Appkhdix  I. 

:    January  17th,  1855.     ^^^^^ 
Agricultural  Instruction, — The  agricultural  class  consists  of  thirty  patrick'sRepopt. 
boys  of  the  sequels  and  more  advanced  classes,  between  the  ages  of  y,^^^"^-^ 
twelve  and  fifteen  years.    They  receive  instruction  in  the  Agricultural     Workkoute 
Class  Books  supplied  by  the  National  Board  of  Education,  for  half  an        Farm. 
hour  each  day,  during  five  days  of  the  week.     The  above  number, 
together  with  twenty  boys  selected  from  the  junior  classes,  receive 
practical  agricultural  instruction  on  the  farm^  from  eight  till  nine  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  from  one  till  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  that  is 
three  hours  instniction  each  day,  when  the  weather  permits.    The  good 
conduct  and  diligence  of  these  boys  while  working  on  the  £&rm,  as 
contrasted  with  their  former  refractory  state,  affords  me  great  satis- 
fisustion.    I  trust  that  by  unremitted  attention  to  this  useful  instruction, 
I  will  succeed  in  securing  to  them  the  ]}eneficial  effects  resulting  from 
industrial  training. 

School  Farm. — -The  ferm  connected  with  this  workhouse  contains ^ve 
statute  acres,  of  which  four  and  a*half  acres  are  available  for  culture, 
the  remaining  half-acre  being  a  bare  rock,  is  left  for  the  piling  of  turf, 
and  drying  of  clothes  in  the  summer  and  autumn  seasons.  There  has 
been  no  systematic  rotation  of  cropping  practised  here  as  yet ;  but 
henceforth,  with  the  aid  of  the  labour  master,  I  shall  endeavour  to  carry 
out  the  three  and  four-course  rotation  of  green  crops,  suggested  by  Mr. 
Brogan,  at  his  second  visit  last  month.  He  stated  he  would  recommend 
me  for  a  gratuity  for  the  improvement  of  my  agricultural  class ;  but  I 
hope  when  I  receive  the  supply  of  agricultural  books  ordered,  the  pro- 
gress made  will  be  more  satis&ctory. 

Live  Stock. — These  consist  of  a  pony,  kept  for  carting  out  the  manure, 
&c.,  and  six  pgs. 

Manure. — -The  night-soil,  straw  from  beds,  turnip  tops,  ashes,  and 
other  refuse  from  tlie  estabUshment,  arc  the  only  manures  used  upon 
the  farm,  and  the  quantity  supplied  from  these  sourees  is  quite  suf- 
ficient. 

Permanent  Improveinents. — The  only  work  of  this  nature  effected  here 
was  the  formation  of  a  farm  road  adjoining  the  establishment,  with' the 
drainage  of  half  an  acre  of  the  lowest  part, of  the  farm,  the  remaining 
part  under  tillage  was  deeply  subsoiled. 

Progress  of  Agricultural  Improvement — As  there  is  no  amount  of 
credit  due  to  this  fstrm,  as  yet,  for  promoting  agricultural  improvement, 
I  hope  with  the  combined  assistance  of  the  labour  master  and  my  own, 
I  will  succeed  in  placing  it  in  a  position  so  as  to  seirve  as  a  model  to 
the  surrounding  locality,  in  which  thero  is  some  improvement  in  the 
cultivation  of  land,  and  the  management  of  stock. 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  how  much  I  am  indebted  to  the  miuster  of  this 
house  for  his  kind  co-operation  in  promoting  the  efficiency  of  this  de- 
partment; and  to  state  that  no  exertion  shall  be  wanting,  either  on  the 
port  of  the  labour  master,  or  myself>  to  realise  the  intentions  of  the 
Board,  both  as  regards  the  improvement  of  this  iarm,  and  the  proper 
training  and  instruction  of  the  boys  committed  to  our  cfaaige. 

James  Bbsbv,  Teacher,  kc. 
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^""^^^  ^'     45.  TtJLLAMoaB  Workhouse  Agricdltukal  School,  King's  Oounly. 

to  Drf ^b-k*         AgrkidiuixU  Instruction. — At  present  our  agricultural  class  conf^i^ta 

Ijatrick'iReport  of  fifty'seveu  boys,  who  are  instructed  in  the  science  of  agriculture  i^>m 

TtJ^        nine  to  half-past  nine  o'clock  daily.     They  cheerfully  engagiD  in  the 

»     Vnron        performance  of  the  farm  operations,  and  many  of  them  appear  to  appre- 

^^iKoiM     date  the  opportunity  afforded  to  them  here  of  acquiring  that  informajtion 

^  which  may  enable  them  hereafter  to  become  useful  members  of  society. 

T/ieFurm,  which  the  Guardiahs  got  possession  of  in  Decetnber,  l&L>3y 

eontainis  6a.  Or.  1  1p.  statute  measure,  of  which  2k.  JOp.  are  taked  up 

ly  roads  and  waste,  leaving  5a.  2e.  1p.    To  this  maybe  added  3r.  ^Op., 

a-  poriipn  of  the  ground  originally  attached  to  the  workhouse:  so  the 

whole  of  the  land  available  for  oultivatiou  last  year  wa9.6A.  1b.  .21  p. 

The  soil  is  a  good  calcareous  loam,  resting  on  limestoive  graVel,  add  is 

well  adapted  for  the  growth  of  greea  crops.  -  -  . 

The  course  of  green  crop  rotation  I  adopted,  as  best  ^suited  to  meet 
the  requircmeiits  of  the  workhouse,  (the  surplus  produce  beirig  always 
sure  to  meet  a  ready  market  hero),  is  as  follows: — No.  1,  parsnips  and 
carrots  5  No.  2,  mangel  and  turnips ;  No.  3,  potatoes ;  No.  4,  onionsL 
There  are,  besides  these,  eight  borders,  two  bounding  each  of  the  prin- 
cipal divisions,  on  which  cabbages,  leeks,  potatoes,  cabbage  plants,  ifttid 
turnips,  were  grown  last  year. 

No  1. — I  had  the  manure  dug  deeply  into  the  ground  intended  for 
parsnipe  and  carrots.  In  March  it  was  formed  into  ridges  five  feet  wide; 
holes  were  made  with  dibbles,  two  anda-half  feet  long,  and  nine  inches 
in  circomference;  these  holes  were  filled  with  a  compost,  made  of  the  solid 
contents  of  cesspools,  thoroughly  decomposed  and  mixed  with  fine  earth, 
the  seed  deposited  on  the  top  of  each,  and  covered  and  finished  with 
the  back  of  a  spade.  I  regret  to  have  to  state  that  the  greater  part 
missed,  owing  to  the  drought  in  spring;  what  grew  were  very  fine,  some 
measuring  two  feet  four  inches  long,  and  weighing  nearly  four  poqnds 
each.  The  carrots  were  a  complete  failure:  they  jvere  sown  similat  to 
the  parsnips.  The  blanks  in  the  parsnip  ground,  and  the  whole  of:  the 
carrot  ground  were  sown  in  the  end  of  May,  and  first  week  in  June, 
with  Skirving's  and  Laing's  Swede  turnips ;  a  few  of  the  ridges  were 
sown  with  mangel.  They  all  produced  a  heavy  crop,  and  brought 
remunerative  prices.  1 

No.  2« — Mangel  and  Turnips. — ^This  division  contains  1a.  .Or.  ^7p, 
statute,  the  whole  of  which  I  had  subsoiled  to  the  depth  of  two  .and 
a-half  feet,  all  stones  taken  up  and  removed,  many  of  them  some  ioua 
weight,  and  lying  only  three  inches  beneath  the  surface.  The  third  com 
crop,  in  succession,  was  sown  on  this  ground,  but  the  ravages  of  the  wire- 
worm  destroyed  them.  It  was  completely  overrun  with  nearly  eyery 
variety  of  weeds,  which  for  years  were  allowed  to  ripen  their  seeds;  its 
former  occupant  never  attempted  to  disturb  them,  but  after  considerable 
exertion,  1  got  them  entirely  eradicated.  The  mangel  and  tumipe  were 
sown  in  drills  twenty-seven  inches  apart.  The  seeds  were  deposited  in 
holes,  seven  inches  asunder,  for  mangel,  and  six  inches  for  turnips;  the 
plants  in  every  second  hole  being  remove<l,  the  mangel  stood  at  fourteen 
and  the  turnips  at  twelve  inches  apart.  The  varieties  of  mangel  spwn 
were  the  long  red,  red  globe,  and  orange  globe;  the  long  red  produced 
the  weightiest  crop  in  this  neighbourhood;  the  other  varieties  missed: 
the  red  globe  nearly  all  The  blanks  were  supplied  with  plants  t^keu 
from  the  long  red,  lifted  carefully  with  a  ball  of  earth  attacked  to  each; 
by  this  plan  they  suffered  nothing  by  being  transpUnted.  The  wfiole 
of  the  mangel  sold,  by  auction,  at  the  rate  of  £66  St.  5d»  per  Irish 
acre.  } 
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The  varieties  of  Swede  turnips  sown  were  Skirving's  improved,   A^vehdixI^ 
Fettercairn's, and  the  old  green  top  Sw ede.    Skirving's,  and  Fettercairn's  j  j  Appendix 
produced  a  heavy  crop.     The  green-top  Swdde  were  all  badly  formed,  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
and  produced  ai  very  inferior  crop.     The  digging  fork  was  kept  in  i«*nck'8Report. 
constant  operation  between  the  drills  of  mangel,  turnips,  &c..  until  the      xiiuamore 
meeting  of  their  leaves  rendered  the  further  us^  of  this  implement     '  Vnion 
impracticable.  J^'V^^^"^ 

JNo.  3. — Potatoes  sown  in  ridges  five  feet  wide,  with  eighteen  inch 
alleys. — Varieties  sown,  were  kemps,  seedlings,  and  Scotch  Downs.  The 
kemps  were  sold  off  early  in  August,  when  the  ground  was  prepared, 
and  sown  with  cabbage  seed,  which  promises  to  be  ah  excellent  crop. 
The  seedlings  nearly  all  missed :  the  blanks  were  filled  with  cabbage 
])lants  from  the  nursery  bed.  The  Scotch  Downs  produced  well,  and  sold 
by  auction  at  the  rate  of  £50  lO*.  per  Irish  acre. 

No.  4. — Onions. — The  ground  for  this  esculent  wa«  deeply  dug  in 
January,  and  in  March  laid  off  in  ridges,  four  feet  and  a-half  wide, 
manure  (night-soil,  deodorized  ^ith  peat  charcoal)  spread  evenly,  and 
covered  lightly  from  the  alleys,  the  ^hole  made  firm  with  the  back  of 
the  spade,  seed  sown,  and  covered  lightly,  and  again  beaten  with  the 
back  of  the  spades«  The  young  plants  did  not  appear  above  ground 
until  the  middle  of  May,  owing  to  the  drought  in  spring,  and  conse- 
quently prevented  the  crop  coming  to  maturity  at  the  proper  season. 
Scallions,  to  the  amount  of  £9  1 5s,  Id.  were  sold.  The  quantity  of  saved 
onions  was  200  stones  per  statute  acre. 

Manure, — There  remains  a  great  deal  to  be  done  to  ensure  the  proper 
collecting  and  preserving  the  manure  of  this  establishment  There  is 
a  liquid  manure  tank,  and  a  receptacle  for  the  solid  manure  being  con- 
structed on  the  farm ;  when  these  are  completed,  all  the  materials  for 
manure  will  be  removed  from  the  Workhouse,  and  deposited  therein 
daily,  and  carefully  attended  to. 

Patbick  Faeeellt,  Agricultural  Teacher. 
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46.   IJSLINGFOBD  WOBKBOUSE  AGRICULTURAL  NaTIOKAL  ScHOOL, 

County  Kilkenny. 

January  13th,  1855. 

Agncu'tiiral  Class, — The  agricultural  department  being  bnitwdve 
months  in  connexion  with  the  Buard  of  National  Education,  aod 
having  no  works  ou  agriculture  till  the  Commissioners,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  their  Agricultural  Sub- Inspector,  awarded  a  gratuitoas 
stock  of  agricultural  books,  could  not  be  expected  to  make  much  pro- 
gress in  the  theory  of  agriculture.  I  am  happy  to  state,  however,  tliat 
Mr.  Brogan  expressed  himself  highly  pleased  at  the  smartness  of  the 
class  in  the  practical  knowledge  of  improved  husbandry. 

Workhouse  Farm. — There  has  been  no  regular  rotation  established 
as  yet,  in  consequence  of  the  ground  being  covered  with  old  fences, 
sand-pits,  and  houses,  all  of  which  after  a  good  deal  of  labour  have  been 
removed,  and  the  entire  of  the  farm  is  now  enclosed  by  a  large  boundary 
wall,  and  divided  into  plots  to  suit  a  rotation,  which  will  be  carefully 
carried  out  henceforward,  so  a8  to  meet  the  views  of  your  Board  as  to 
the  systematic  training  of  the  pauper  boys.  The  crops  grown,  and  their 
cultivation  for  the  past  year,  are  as  follows : — 

Parsnips* — The  manure  was  dug  into  the  ground  intended  for  this 
crop  in  autumn  ;  the  soil  was  broken  dowii  early  in  March,  drills  formed 
eig^iteen  inches  apart,  and  the  seed  deposited  in  them  the  first  week  in 
April :  produced  about  ten  tons  to  the  acre. 

Carrots. — This  crop  was  treated  exactly  as  the  parsnip,  and  returned 
about  twenty  tons  to  the  acre. 

Onions. — The  ground  in  which  this  crop  was  planted,  was  dug  into 
large  drills  in  autumn,  and  exposed  to  the  weather  during  winter,  then 
levelled,  and  broken  iSne  early  in  March,  and  in  cotlsequenoe  of  the 
poverty  of  the  ground,  an  abundant  supply  of  manure  was  dug  into  it 
about  four  inches  in  depth.  Beds  of  five  feet  wide  formed  the  surface, 
consolidated  with  spades,  to  be  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  seed, 
which  was  sown  on  the  24th  March,  and  returned  about  ten  tons  to  the 
acre,  a  portion  of  wliich  I  sold  at  £8  per  ton.  The  success  which 
attended  the  small  portion  I  had  this  year,  will  induce  me  to  sow  at  least 
an  acre  in  the  ensuing  spring. 

In  consequence  of  the  limited  supply  of  pauper  labour  ayailable, 
horses  were  employed  for  the  cultivation  both  of  mangels  and  turnips, 
the  drills  for  which  w<;re  opened  with  a  plough,  and  the  seed  deposited 
by  hand  in  the  usual  way.  The  mangels  were  a  good  crop,  but  a  great 
portion  of  them  started  to  seed.  The  turnips  were  not  as  productire 
as  was  anticipated. 

Flax, — This  crop  was  sown  where  parsnips  were  the  previous  year. 
The  plot  was  dug  early  in  winter,  and  broken  and  raked  previous  to  the 
seed  being  sown  in  beds,  formed  about  nine  feet  wide,  and  then  lightly 
cohered,  care  being  taken  to  have  all  large  lumps  and  stones  removed. 
It  did  not  produce  as  well  as  was  expected,  but  it  was  principally  for 
the  information  of  the  boys,  and  neighbouring  Armors  that  it  wa^ 
sown. 

Manure, — I  look  upon  the  preservation  of  manure  as  one  of  the 

frincipal  objects  in  faroiing,  and  the  follqwiqg  is  the  planner  in  which 
preserve  it. — The  dung  heap,  to  which  all  the  ofial  of  the  establishment 
is  collected,  is  at  a  distance  from  the  house, -and  convenient  to  it  is  a 
large  cesspool  where  the  beds  are  emptied,  and  allowed  to  remain  until 
properly  saturated,  whence  the  straw  is  removed  to  the  dung  heap  and 
carefully  mixed.  The  expenditure  of  £4  lis,  lOd,  under  the  head  of 
manure  purchased^  was  for  peat-mould  used  in  cleaning  the  privie^i 
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which,  together  with  its  being  a  useful  addition  to  the  manure,  has  a   Ajmmx  I. 
deodorizing  effect  so  essential  in  such  cases.    There  are  some  gentlemen  u  Appendix 
in  this  neighbourhood,  particularly  T.  Neville,  Esq.  d.u,  j.p.,  who  often  to  Dr.  Kirk- 
visit  the  farm,  and  hear  the  agricultural  class  examined,  and  express  p^tncViRcpoA 
their  satisfaction  on  all  occasions.    The  following  is  a  Report  of  Michael     Urlmfffcrd 
Cahill,  Esq.,  J.P.,  Ballyconra : — **Wa3  much  pleased,  indeed,  at  the        Unwn 
great  order  and  general  management  of  the  house.     The  grounds  and      Workltwm. 
industrial  schools  are  worthy  of  imitation,  and  do  great  credit  to  the 
managers." 

I  trust  my  next  Report  may  show  more  favourable  results,  and  a 
gratifying  amount  of  progress  in  this  useful  system. 

Pataick  H.  Cabdev,  Master  and  Agriculturist. 
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Appendix  I.     47,  Westpokt  Union  Woekhouse  Ageicultural  National  School, 

n.  Appendix  <^^^^*y  MajO. 

patrick'sBeport.  January  12,  1855. 

Agricultural  Instruction. — There  are  at  present  twelve  boys  engaged 

^H^Ho^""^  ^^  agricultural  work.  Ten  of  these  receive  instruction  in  the  **  Agri- 
Farm.  cultural  Class  Book  "  and  "  Farmers'  Guide"  for  half  an  boar  each  day 
during  five  days  of  the  week,  and  an  hour  on  Saturdays.  "They  work 
three  hours  each  day  in  summer,  and  two  in  winter,  in  which  they 
seem  to  evince  great  interest.  The  remainder  of  their  time  is  occupied 
in  literary  studies. 

\V0rkfp0u9e  Farm, — The  portion  of  ground  assigned  for  the  indastriai 
training  of  the  school-boys  is  2a.  2r.  ;  and  the  particulars  of  the  crop- 
ping for  the  past  year  are  shown  in  the  tabulated  return  appended. 

Thomas  M'Evilly,  Teacher  and  Agriculturist 
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afpendix  I.        48^  Ballymonst  Wobkhousb  Aoricitltubal  National  Schooi^ 
II.  A^^dlx  County  Antrim. 

patrick'aRaport.      Agricultural  Instruction, — At  tbe  commencement  of  the  year  there 
- —         were  thirteen  boys  in  the  Agricultnral  Claas,  and  of  these  eight  hare 
I^J^**^     gone  out  as  farm-serrants.     They  are  engaged  for  one  year,  and  are 
WorUiome     each  furnished  with  a  suit  of  clothes ;  the  average  wages  paid  them  by 
Farm.        the  party  taking  them  out  being  £1  15<.     Since  the  formalioa  of  the 
Agricultural  Class,  a  marked  difierence  has  taken  place  in  reference  to 
farmers  seeking  boys  in  this  house.     Formerly  their  services  were  not 
required,  or  they  were  looked  upon  as  unfitted  for  any  but  the  most 
simple  offices.  !Now  there  is  such  an  anxiety  among  the  farmers  to  get 
boys  out  of  the  *'  Agricultural  Class,"  in  preference  to  others;,  that  they 
even  prefer  smaller  boys  who  have  been  trained  in  the  class,  and  made 
partially  acquainted  with  the  management  of  cattle,  pigs,  Ac,  and  the 
routiue  and  work  of  a  farm.     At  present  there  are  twelve  boys  in  the 
class,  but  they  are  very  small  and  young,  their  average  ages  being 
eleven  years.     However,  they  are  regularly  instructed  in  both  theo- 
retical and  practical  farming,  so  far  as  their  capabilities  admit;  and 
all  the  boys  of  the  school,  generally,  who  are  considered  capable  of 
benefiting  by  such,  are  allowed  to  take  part  in  the  work  of  the  farm. 

Cultivation  ofthjt  Fai^m. — During  the  year  this  luus  progressed  regu- 
larly and  systematically.  The  crops,  with  the  exception  of  the  onions, 
were  very  good,  as  will  be  observed  on  a  reference  to  the  balance  sheet. 
A  clear  profit  of  £132  «^<.  lOd,  being  at  the  rate  of  £10  per  statute 
acre,  realized  principally  from  the  hbour  of  the  Agricultural  Class.  I 
am  carrying  out  the  ^*  three-course  rotation'*  on  a  part  of  the  farm,  as 
recommended  by  Mr.  Bro^ran. 

Live  Stock  and  Dairy  Management — Our  live  stock  at  present  con- 
sists of  one  horse,  four  cows,  and  twelve  pigs.  The  cows  are  house- 
fed,  and  their  milk,  used  by  the  inmates,  is  charged  at  6^.  per  gallon. 
From  considerable  experience,  I  consider  it  highly  advantageous  to 
keep  cows  on  workhouse  farms,  as,  in  the  first  place,  the  milk  aflurded 
by  them  is  superior  to  the  article  supplied  by  contract;  and  they  afford 
a  means  of  economizing  a  quantity  of  produce,  such  as  cabbage  and 
mangel -leaves,  kc,,  which  would  otherwise  go  to  loss.  Besides,  the 
boys  who  attend  and  feed  them  obtain  a  practical  knowledge  of  a  most 
important  branch  of  the  business  of  a  farm  servant. 

There  is  a  visible  improvement  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land  in  this 
locality  during  the  last  few  years,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  it  is 
increasing  every  year,  the  farmers  appearing  to  appreciate  more  and 
more  the  value  of  a  good  system  of  improved  cultivation.  I  have  no 
doubt  much  of  this  awakened  spirit  of  improvement  is  due  to  the 
examples  of  skilful  management  afforded  by  the  various  model  and 
workhouse  farms  which  are  in  connexion  with  and  supported  or  en« 
couraged  by  your  Board. 

RoBXBT  BooLB,  Master  and  Agricnltnrist 
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Appendix  L   IV. — CIRCULAR. — Annual  Reports  and  Returns  op  "  Statistics  and 
IV  circulw  —  Cropping"  of  the  National  Agricultural  Schools. 

Forms  of 

AnniudRetunif  Education  Office,  Marlborougb-street,  Dublin, 

185    . 

SiB> — ^We  are  directed  to  request  tbat  your  Report  for  the  year 
on  the  Agricultural  department  of  the  Agricultural  National 

School,  together  with  the  Returns  of  ''Statistics  and  Cropping,"  of 
which  blank  forms  are  herewith  sent,  may  be  forwarded  to  this  office 
before  the  end  of  the  first  week  in  January  next. 

It  is  requested  that  your  Report  may  be  drawn  up  with  great  care, 
in  a  simple  and  perspicuous  style,  avoiding  all  topics  not  strictly  per- 
taining to  your  department,  and  briefly  explaining,  under  the  several 
heads  herein  set  forth,  the  leading  features  of  your  system  of  manage- 
ment, and  any  peculiarities  that  may  distinguish  your  practice  from 
that  usually  followed. 

It  is  also  requested  that  the  particulars  required  to  be  furnished  in 
the  returns,  may  be  ascertained  with  the  greatett  possible  accuracy,  the 
object  in  view  in  requiring  such  details  being,  not  only  to  ascertain  the 
progress  made  and  results  obtained  in  each  individual  case,  but  to 
exhibit  a  tabular  slatement  of  the  results  realized  in  diferent  localities^ 
with  different  soils,  and  under  different  circumstances.  Such  a  statement, 
if  carefully  compiled  from  correct  data,  may  be  found  useful  in  many 
respects,  and  will  form  a  valuable  addition  to  our  agricultural  and 
educational  statistics ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  if  erroneous  or  exaggerated, 
it  will  be  positively  mischievous,  and  only  tend  to  briug  discredit  on 
the  parties  furnishing  such,  and  on  the  system  they  are  engaged  in 
carrying  out. 

To  obviate  the  necessity  of  forwardihg  the  Farm  Account  Book,  for 
the  purpose  of  checking  the  accuracy  of  the  statements  in  your  report, 
you  are  requested  to  furnish  an  abstract  of  your  accounts,  on  the  form 
supplied  for  that  purpose,  and  to  have  the  same  examined  and  certified 
by  the  Manager  previous  to  its  transmission. 

It  is  considered  desirable,  for  the  sake  of  facility  of  reference,  that 
some  uniform  arrangement  should  be  adopted  and  adhered  to  in  the 
publication  of  these  reports,  and  you  will,  therefore,  submit  your  obser- 
vations, on  the  several  matters  pertaining  to  the  agricultural  depart- 
ment, in  the  following  order : — 


State  the  increase  or  decrease  in  each 
I  class  as  compared  with  the  previous  year ; 
^  and  the  attention  to  study,  and  proficiency 
acquired  by  the  members  of  each. 


I. — ^Agricultural  Instruction. 

1.  Agricultural  Boarders, 

2.  Agricultural  Class, 

3.  Industrial  Class, 

II. — Model  Farm. 

State  the  degree  of  success  which  has  attended  your  labours  on  it 
during  the  last  year,  and  any  peculiarities  in  your  mode  of  cultivation, 
or  in  the  results  arising  therefrom,  which  you  may  consider  it  useful 
and  instructive  to  set  forth. 

III. — Live  Stock  and  Baiet  Management. 
IV. — Manures. 
How  collected,  preserved,  and  applied. 
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If  portable  or  special  manures  were  required,  state  the  kinds,  the  Appendix  I. 
crops  to  which  they  were  applied,  the  quantity  per  acre,  and  the  com-  jy  ^^T^j    ^ 
parative  results.  Pormi"?  "' 

Annual  Retnrni 

V.  Permanent  improrement  effected  during  the  year. 

VI. — Progress  of  agricultural  improvement  in  your  locality,  and  to 
what  extent  it  has  been  influenced  and  promoted  by  the  beneficial 
example  of  improved  management  afforded  on  your  model  farm,  &o. 

YII. — Concluding  observations  and  suggestions. 

We  are,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 


Sr?^}^«»-"' 


To 


[BxTvu  No.l. 
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Afpendix  I. 

V.  ProAMctuf 
of  the  Model 
Agrioaltunl 


y. — Pbospkctus  of  thb  Model  AoBiouLTUBiL  Schools. 

The  object  of  these  Institutions  is,  besides  affording  Agricultural  Instmctlon 
to  tlic  more  advanced  pupils  attending  the  Literary  ScU6ols,  and  setting 
an  example  of  skilful  cultivation  to  the  farmers  in  their  neighbourhood,  to 
educate  and  train  a  class  of  young  men  destined  for  agricultural  professions, 
as  Agricultural  Teachers,  Agriculturists,  and  Land  Stewards.  With  this 
view  accommodation  has  been  provided  at  each  for  a  certain  number  of 
resident  Agricultural  Pupils,  or  *'Boarders,"  of  whom  one  is  always  to  be  a 
free  pupil  selected  and  recommended  by  the  Agricultural  Inspector,  the 
others  being  paying  pupils. 

The  persons  selected  to  fill  these  Agricultural  Scholarships  must  be  not 
less  than  fifteen  years  of  age,  of  good  moral  character,  sound  phy^cal 
constitution,  and  fair  literary  acquirements.  Pupils  of  National  Scboob 
obtain  a  preference. 

They  are  dieted,  lodged,  and  have  their  washing  done  in  the  establish- 
ment ;  and  will  receive  literary  instruction  from  the  Schoolmast|jr,  and  a 
course  of  lectures  on  Agricultural  Science  from  the  Agriculturist,  besides 
practical  instruction  on  the  Model  Farm,  in  all  the  operations  of  which 
they  will  be  required  to  assist. 

The  course  of  instruction  comprises  i^^ 

In  the  Literary  Departm'^nt — ^Reading;  Writing;  Grammar,  indnding 
English  Composition  ;  Greography ;  History ;  and  Arithmetic,  Book-keeping, 
the  elements  of  Greometry,  and  Algebra,  especially  in  their  relation  to 
Agriculture. 

In  the  Agricultural  Department — ^Drainage ;  tillage  by  manual  and  horse 
labour,  with  the  description  and  use  of  the  difierent  implements  neceasuy ; 
rotation  of  crops ;  preparation  of  the  soil  for,  time  and  mode  of  sowing, 
after-culture,  harvesting  and  economizing  the  diflerent  crops  cultivated; 
the  best  modes  of  collecting  and  preserving  manures,  with  the  nature  and 
utility  of  stimulants  and  special  manures,  the  crops  to  which  they  should  be 
applied,  at  what  time,  and  in  what  quantity;  the  breeding,  rearing,  bouse- 
feeding,  and  general  management  of  the  different  kinds  or  live  stmt ;  and 
the  mmle  of  keeping  farm  accounts. 

While  inmates  of  the  Establishment  they  will  be  required  to  conform  to 
its  rules,  and  they  will  be  constantly  under  the  charge  of  a  vigilant  and 
intelligent  superintendent,  who  will  strictly  enforce  order  and  discipline,  and 
enjoin  the  observance  of  all  moral  and  rehgious  duties. 

When  the  course  of  study  in  these  Establishments  is  completed,  those 
who  have  distinguished  themselves  by  their  good  conduct  and  proBciency 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  being  sent  to  the  principal  Establishment  at 
Glasnevin,  there  to  complete  their  coturse  of  training  free  of  any  further 
expense. 

In  order  to  place  the  opportunity  of  receiving  such  useful  and  Suable 
instruction  witliin  the  reach  of  the  humble  class  for  whom  it  is  chtdly 
designed,  the  Commissioners  have  fixed  the  amount  to  be  charged  to  eadi 
pupu  at  the  following  low  rate  :— 

For  District  Model  Agricultural  Schools,  £S 
For  Model  Agricultural  Schools,    .        .     6 

Payable  quarterly  in  advance,  as  directed  in  the  summons ;  the  Commis- 
sioners themselves  contributing  a  sum,  which,  along  with  the  above  chaige, 
is  adequate  to  maintain  those  boarders  according  to  a  plain  but  substantial 
scale — (see  the  annexed  "Dietary  Table.") 


*  For  ftirther  information  regarding  these  schools,  such  as  the  *<  aid*'  afforded 
by  the  Commissioners,  &c.,  see  *'  Jiules  and  Begulations  of  the  Commisaaien,*' 
which  may  be  had  on  application. 
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Be8U>bnt  Agsioultu&al  Pupils'  Tixe-Tablb. 


H.  U 

At       5    0 

From  5    0 

„    530 

«    5  45 

n    630 


.     H.  M. 

A.M. 

to5  so 
to5  45 
to6  30 
to7    0 


Rise. 

Dren  and  make  np'fiedf. 
P»jen. 

Feed  and  Clean  Stock,  Clean  Yard,  &c 
Wash  and  prepare  for  Study. 
^./  Study  Agnealtnral  Subjects,  and  attend  the  Leetuie  or  Examination 
*°\     of  the  Agriculturist. 
to  9    0    Prepare  for  Breakfast. 
to  9  30    Break&st. 

to  2    0  P.M.  Feed  Stock  and  Woric  on  the  Farm, 
to  3    0    Dinner. 

to  6    0    Feed  Stock  and  Work  on  the  Farm, 
to  6  30    Prepare  for  Study. 
.    o    a/ Study  Literary  subjects  under  the  soperintendenM  of  tho  Literary 

I     Tcttcher. 
to  8  30    Snpner. 

to  9  15    Feed  Stock  and  arrange  every  thing  for  the  night 
to  9  80    Prayers. 

.      •    Prepare  for  Bed. 

.     .    Extinguish  lights  in  Dormitoiy. 

The  shore  is  designed  for  the  Strnmer  half  7ear ;  daring  the  Winter  months 
the  hours  for  rising,  meals,  labour,  and  instmcticm,  must  be  regulated  accord- 
ing to  the  season.  ^ 
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V.  Ptoepectus 
of  the  Model 
Agricultural 
National 
Schools^ 


7  0to8 

8  45 

9  0 
9  30 
a  0 
3  0 
6    0 


„    «80 

,.8    0 

..8  30 

„    9  15 

At      9  30 

At      9  45 


DiETABT  for  Bbsidsnt  Aqbioultitbal  Pupilii. 


Days. 

Breakfitst 

Dinner. 

Supper. 

SUMOAT,        , 

Bread  )lb.;  Butter,  loz.; 
Tea,  1  pint. 

Bread,  Jib.    Beef,  boiled 

OatmeaI,ilb.inStir- 

or  stewed,  jib.,  and 

about,  and  Skim 

Vegetables.* 

MUk,  1  pint. 
Do. 

Monday,     . 

Do.,  and  Sweetmilk,  1  pint. 

Do.,   and   Bacon,   lib. 

boiled  with  Yegeteblee. 

TURSDAT,      . 

Do.               do. 

Do.,  Butter,  loz.;  Eggs, 

Do. 

W£DNESD\T, 

Do.               do. 

Do.,  Soup,  1  pint,  and 
Vegetables. 

Do. 

Thubsdat,  . 

Do.              do. 

Do.,  Becon,  ;|lb,  and  2 
eggs  fried. 

Do. 

Friday, 

Do.    Butter,   1    oz.,   and 

Do.,FiEh,llb.,orMilk, 

Do. 

Ooi!ee,  1  pint. 

1  pint, and  Butler,!  oz. 

Saturday,  . 

Do.,  Soup,  1  pint,  and 

Do. 

*  Potatoes,  when  aTailable,  oaa  be  nibstittttod  oooaaionally  for  the  Bread  at  Dinner. 


MAUBICECB0B8,lg  J 

James  Kelly,    j  ^'^^*^'*"'^"- 


Education  Office,  Marlborough-^iFeet^ 
April,  1852. 
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Afpetoix  I.  VI. — Means  to  be  adopted  for  obtaining  Aid  towards  the  establish- 
VI.  Directions  ment  of  an  AaEicnLTxrEAL  Department  in  connexion  with  a  National 
AiAtoOrdinMy  SoHOOL  where  local  circamstances  may  be  favouiable  for  the  com- 
sScSS*^^*^  bining  of  Agricultural  with  Literary  instruction. 

As  much  uncertainty  is  found  to  exist  as  to  the  proper  course  to  be 
(taken  in  order  to  obtaia  a  gp:»nt  towards  the  establishment  of  an 
agricultural  departmetU  in  connexion  with  a  National  Schoel,  and  ns 
many  applications  have  had  to  be  rejected  in  consequence  of  the  neces- 
sary conditions  not  being  compHod  withi  the  following  directions 
ore  published  for  the  future  guidance  of  parties  desirous  of  having 
oifricullural  instruction  Introduced  into  National  Schools  under  their 
OMin  agemcm  t »— • 

Wherever  a  farm  of  land  of  not  less  than  three  statute  acres  in  extent, 
is  connected  vrith  a  National  School*  and  at  a  distance  not  exceeding 
half  a  mile  from  it,  aid  will  be  granted  to  the  agricultural  department 
on  the  following  conditions : 

Ist. — That  an  ^*  Agricultural  Class '^  of  at  least  ten  of  the  more 
advanced  bors  shall  receive  thegr^tical  instructi<Hi  in  the  school, 
and  practical  instruction  pn  the  farm,  during  a  specified  time  each 
day. 
2nd. — That  the  farm  connected  with  the  school  shall  be  efficiently 
cultivated,  according  to  some  approved  and  regular  system  of 
rotation,  so  as  to  serve  as  a  Model  to  the  pupils  and  the  sur- 
rounding neighbourhood. 
-  3rd. — That  the  ''  h9use -feeding  of  cattle"  and  the  careful  coUecHon 
and  Wilful  application  of  manure,  form  characteristic  fea;t[ures  in 
the  system  of  farm  management. 

When  it  has  b&en  determined  to  make  application  for  aid«  the 
manager  should  writ©  to  the  **  Secretaries,  Education  Office,"  notifying 
his  desire  to  have  agricultural  instruction  introduced  into  the  school. 
He  will  then  be  furnished  with  the  proper  form  of  application,  which 
he  is  to  fill  up  and  transmit  to  the  Office.  Directions  will  then  be 
given  to  the  Agricultural  Inspector  to  visit  at  the  earliest  opportunity; 
buty  in  the  mean  time,  active  steps  should  be  taken  in  organizing  the 
agricultural  department,  for  unless  it  shall  be  in  an  efficient  state  of 
operation  when  the  Agricultural  Inspector  visits,  his  report  must  be 
unfavourable,  and  the  application  must  consequently  be  i*ejectcd.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  an  agricultural  class  has  been  fonued,  and  is  found  to 
be  progressing  favourably  in  agricultural  knowledge,  and  that  the  farm 
shall  appear  skilfully  and  carefully  cultivated,  the  report  must  be 
favourable,  and  the  grant  of  agprieultural  salary  will  date  from  the  first 
of  the  month  in  which  the  application  was  received  (if  up  before  the 
15  th),  no  matter  what  interval  may  elapse  between  the  date  of  its  being 
forwarded  and  the  period  of  the  Agricultural  Inspector's  vi\it. 

For  further  information  regarding  these  schools,  such  as  the  aid 
affi>rded  by  the  Commissioners,  see  *'  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the 
Commissioners,"  which  may  be  had  on  applicatiorn* 

Maurice  Cross,  I S^^^ 
James  Kblly,    /  *^^*^'*"^**»- 

Education  Office,  Marlborough-street,  Dublin. 
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VIL — Piiospwrpus  of  the  Akbkbt  National  AoEiouLitJttAL  Trainino    Appendix  l 

iNSTITUTIOir,  GlASNEVIN,  DuBLIH.  yU  P^roectof 

Patrons, — The  Commissioners  of  National  Education  in  Ireland.  of  the  Model 

SuperiMauknL'—TnoxAB  Kirkfatricr,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Agiicultural  Inspector.      Agricultural 

I-BCTDRER8.  a^iih 

Animal  PhfMwry  and  Patholo^ John  F.  Hodges,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Professor, 

Queen's  CoUegc.  Belfast. 
JBotam/and  VegetahkPhysiology . — T>.  Moore,  Esq.,  k.r.i.a.,  a.l.8.,  and  Curator, 

Itoyal  Botanic  Gardens,  GlasneTin. 
Chemistry  and  Geoloay — W.  K.  Scllitar,  Esq.,  Ph.D.,  Professor  and  Chemist, 

Mnsenm  of  Irish  Industry. 
Practical  Agriculture — Mr.  Baldwin. 
Horticulture Mr.  Camprell. 

ObjecU. — This  Institution,  which  was  established  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  National  Education  in  Ireland  in  the  year  1838^  is  designed 
to  supply  such  instruction  both  in  the  science  and  pjxujtice  of  agriculture, 
as  will  qualify  young  men  for  discharging  the  important  duties  of 
teachers  of  agriculture,  land  stewards,  farmers,  &c.,  &o. 

The  Farm, — The  &rm,  which  is  situated  about  three  miles  north  of 
Pnblin,  and  lies  between  the  public  roads  leading  to  Santry  and  Swords, 
contains  180  statute  acres.  With  a  view  of  exemplifying  the  most 
approTed  systems  of  cnlture,  various  rotations  of  cropping  are  followed 
upon  separate  divisions  of  the  fiarm.  The  system  of  house-feeding 
cattle  is  pursued  both  summer  and  winter.  The  arrangements  for 
affording  to  the  pupils  as  large  an  amount  of  information  as  possible 
upon  every  branch  of  the  business  of  fanning,  including  dairy  husbandry, 
the  £sittenuig  of  cattle,  the  breeding  and  rearing  of  different  kinds  of 
live  stock,  the  various  operations  of  field  culture,  and  the  permanent 
improvement  of  the  soil,  are  such  as  to  place  within  their  reach  an  op- 
portnnity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  practical  details  of  every 
department  of  agriculture. 

The  Training  Institution. — The  Training  Institution  is  situated  on 
the  farm.  The  new  buildings  (which  were  completed  in  1853,)  com- 
prise dormitories,  dining  hall,  lecture  and  school-room  for  seventy-five 
resident  pupils;  museum,  library,  and  laboratory;  a  comprehensive 
range  of  farm-offices,  and  apartments  for  the  superintendent,  matron, 
land  steward,  second  literary  teacher,  and  servants. 

Management. — The  chief  supervision  of  the  Institution  devolves  upon 
the  superintendent  The  agriculturist,  who  resides  on  the  fEurm,  and  is 
assisted  by  an  efficient  land  steward,  carries  out  the  practical  working 
of  the  farm  under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent.  The  literary 
instruction  of  the  pupils  is  condubted  by  two  competent  teachers ;  and 
a  gardener  of  practical  experience  has  charge  of  the  horticultural  de- 
partment. 

Inttrudion. — The  course  of  instruction  im|)arted  by  the  literary 
teachers  embraces  all  the  branches  which  constitute  a  sound  English 
education;  namely,  English  grammar  and  composition,  arithmetic, 
book-keeping,  and  mathematics,  including  land  surveyings  levelling,  and 
mapping. 

Each  of  the  lecturers  of  the  Institution  delivers  two  siessional  courses 
of  lectures  annually.  By  these  lectures,  which  are  illustrated  by  means 
of  numerous  and  carefully  executed  diagrams;  valuable  collections  of 
minerals,  plants,  kc,,  and  chemical  apparatus,  an  opportunity  is  afforded 
the  pupils  to  acquire  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  their 
profession. 

In  order  that  the  pupils  may  become  fully  acquainted  with  improved 
practical  husbandry  they  are  called  upon  to  take  part  in  the  performance 
of  every  farm  operation — the  feeding  and  management  of  live  stock. 

VOL.  n.  2  B  3 
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Appendix  I.  They  are  made  practically  acquainted  with  the  most  recent  application 
VII/PnwiMctiii  ^^  steam  power  to  agricultural  purposes,  and  also  with  the  uses  of  a 
of  the  Model     Tery  select  collection  of  farm  implements. 

Affricoltural  \  certificate,  founded  on  the  reports  of  the  lecturers  and  officers,  will 

^  *  be  granted  to  each  pupil  by  the  superintendent,  at  the  termination  of 

his  period  of  training,  provided  his  conduct  and  proficiency  warrant  it. 
Admission. — Two  classes  are  admitted  to  the  Institution.  The  first 
consists  of  two  divisions,  one  of  which  is  composed  of  young  men  who 
intend  to  become  hind  stewards  or  fieirmers,  and  who  are  boarded,  lodged, 
and  educated  at  the  public  expense. 

A  pupil  is  admitted  into  this  division  by  application  to  the  Secretaries, 
on  the  following  conditions,  viz. : — 

1.  That  he  has  ac<|uired  fair  literary  attainments  either  at  one  of  the 
minor  National  Agricultural  Schools,  or  at  an  elementary  National 
School. 

2.  That  he  has  attained  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  ia  of  sound  con- 
stitution, and  free  from  disease. 

3.  That  he  produces  satisfactory  certificates  of  character,  as  regards 
his  industrial  habits,  sobrietf/f  and  general  morality. 

The  period  of  training  is  two  years. 

The  second  division  of  this  chiss  consists  of  literary  teachers  who  are 
qualifying  themselves  for  conducting  agricultural  schools. 

The  members  of  this  division  are  aJso  boarded,  &.C.,  gratuitously;  and 
are  admitted  on  the  following  conditions  : — 

That  they  have  been  previously  trained  in  the  literary  department  ; 
and  are  able  to  produce  similar  satisfactory  testimonials  of  character, 
&c.,  as  those  required  on  the  part  of  the  first  division. 

The  period  of  training  in  this  division  only  extends  to  one  year. 

The  second  class  is  composed  of  young  men  who  board  and  lodge  at 
their  own  expense,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  fiuin. 

The  members  of  this  class  are  admitted  upon  the  following  terras :— > 

1.  That  they  engage  in  the  ordinary  farm  work. 

2.  That  they  attend  punctually,  with  the  intern  pupils,  all  the  lectures 
delivered  at  the  Institution. 

3.  That  they  be  amenable  to  all  its  rules  and  regulations. 

4.  Tliat  each  pays  an  entrance  fee  of  two  guineas  to  the  Commis- 
sioners, which  is  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  agricultural  books  for 
the  library  of  the  Institution. 

No  specified  time  is  set  apart  for  the  training  of  ^^  pupils"  of  thu 
class.  

General  Rules  and  Regulations  to  he  observed  by  Pupils. 

1.  To  pay  prompt  obedience  to  the  orders  of  all  the  officers. 

2.  To  attend  punctually  to  all  duties  as  laid  down  in  "time  table  ;* 
and  to  make  no  unnecessary  noise  within  the  building. 

3.  To  appear  in  becoming  apparel,  and  to  cultivate  habits  of  cleanli- 
ness and  neatness.  To  wear  slippers  always  within  doorn,  and  ''schooP 
coats  when  at  study,  and  never  to  wear  them  out  of  doors. 

4.  Smoking  and  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors  are  strictly  prohibited. 

5.  Not  to  suffer  any  garment,  book,  implement,  or  other  article,  to 
lie  about  in  a  slovenly  or  irregular  manner. 

6.  The  expense  of  repairing  or  replacing  any  article  belonging  to  the 
Institution,  injured  or  mislaid  through  the  carelessness  of  any  pupil, 
must  be  borne  by  him. 

7.  To  observe  a  respectful,  kind,  and  gentle  demeanour  in  their  inter- 
course with  each  other. 

8.  Not  to  enter  the  culinary  department  without  pennission.    Undae 
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intercoarse  with  parties  in  the  neighbourhood  is  not  allowed ;  and  in-  Appendix  I. 
timacy  with  the  servants  of  the  Institution  is  prohibited.  YU  p^^JLctui 

9.  It  is  not  permitted  to  become  a  member  of  any  political  society,  of  the  Model 
nor  to  take  part  at  any  meeting  of  a  sectarian  character.    Newspapers,  Agricultural 
books,  and  periodicals'  of  a  political  or  polemical  character,  are  pro-  sd^u. 
liibited ;  also  discussions  on  these  subjects. 

10.  Neglect  of  attendance  at  Divine  Worship  on  Sunday,  and  other 
days  set  apart  for  religious  duty,  will  be  looked  on  as  a  serious  offence; 
and  pupils  are  expected  to  pay  strict  attention  to  their  respective 
clergymen,  and  otherwise  attend  to  their  religious  duties. 

11.  No  pupil  is  to  wear  or  injure  any  article  the  property  of  another. 

12.  Nor  to  leave  the  premises  on  any  occasion  without  permission. 

13.  OtU-door  labour. — Both  classes  are  to  engage  in  all  descriptions 
of  farm  labour ;  to  exhibit  anxiety  and  zeal  in  performing  same ;  to 
take  due  care  of  implements,  kc,  and  are  liable  to  be  called  on  for  extra 
work  at  any  busy  season  of  the  year. 

14.  Yard  officers — are  appointed  in  their  turn  to  feed,  clean,  and 
otherwise  attend  to  the  live  stock,  and  to  keep  the  farm  yard  and  offices 
clean  and  neat.  They  are  to  be  assisted  by  the  entire  class  each  morn- 
ing and  night,  Sundays  and  holidays  excepted. 

15.  StaUe. — ^Each  pupil  is  called  upon  in  his  turn  to  take  charge  of 
a  horse,  which  he  is  to  clean  and  litter,  under  the  direction  of  the 
plonghman. 

General  Time  Table  of  Ute  Albert  InstUtUion. 

The  entire  class  is  divided  into  two  divisions,  A  and  B,  which  are  so 
employed,  on  alternate  days  that  while  class  A  is  at  work,  class  B 
is  at  study,  and  vice  versa. 

SUKJIEB  HALF-TKAB. 


Time. 

Employment  of  CIms  A,  during  one  day. 

Employment  o/CImi  B, 
during  the  nme  day. 

H.M. 

At       5    Oa,m. 

Biie. 

Same  as 

Class  A. 

From  5    0  to    5  30 

Dress  and  say  prayers. 

»» 

>9 

5  30  ,,    6    0 

Feed  and  clean  Btock,  work  in 

yard  and  on  farm. 

6    0  „    6  30 

Wa0h,dre8s,and  preparefor  study. 

B  30  „    8    0 

Study  in  school-room. 

8    0  „    9    0 

9    0  „    9  30 

Breakfkst. 

9  30  „  10    0 

Prepare  for  study. 

Prepare  for  work. 

10     0  „    2    Op.H. 

Literary  instruction. 

Work  on  farm. 

2     Op.M.3     0 

Dinner. 

Same  as 

Class  A. 

3     0  „    6     0 

Literary  instruction. 

Worker 

ifarm. 

tf    0  „    6  30 

Relaxation. 

Prepare 

for  study. 

6  30  „    8  30 

Study  in  school-room. 

Same  as 

CUssA. 

8  30  „    9    0 

9  0  „    9  30 

Supper. 

Feed  and  clean  stock. 

9  30  „  10  15 

Enter   dormitories;    devotional 

exercises ;  prepare  for  bed. 

»» 

It 

10  15        — 

Lights  extinguished  in  dormitories 

»» 

)f 

N.B.— In  winter  the  pupils  rise  at  (t  o'clock  and  work  till  twilight. 
By  order  of  the  Board, 


Office  of  National  Education, 
Dublin,  July,  18d5. 


MaUBICB  CbOSS,  \  a  .      - 

JammKhllt,  '}  Secretaries. 
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APPENDIX  K.  AppRjeDixK. 

Eepobt  on  Examination  in  "  Knowledob  op  Common  Things,"  held  iS^imtioii  in 
in  Belfast,  in  the  year  1854,  for  the  Award  of  Dr.  SuLLivAli*8  "Knowledge  of 
Premiums,  by  William  M'Cbeedy,  Esq,,  Head  Inspector.  common 

•^  '        i'  r  things,"  br 

••Man  is  approaching  a  more  complete  fulfilment  of  that  great  and  pacred  Wm.M'Creody, 
mission  which  he  has  to  perform  in  this  world.    His  reason  being  created  after  ^9* 
the  image  of  Ckxl,  he  has  to  use  it  to  discover  the  laws  by  which  the  Almighty 
governs  .his  creation;  and  by  making  these  laws  his  standard  of  action,  to 
conquer  nature  to  his  use — himself  a  divine  instrument,"* — Speech  of  Prince 
Albert  at  the  London  Mannon  Hoxiee^  Mttrrh  i21,  18S0. 

Gentlemen — Having  been  named  by  the  Commissioners,  on  tlie 
recommendation  of  my  friend  Dr.  Sallivan,  to  hold  tlie  first  examina- 
tioH — that  of  the  year  1854 — for  the  awanl  of  the  premiums  offered  by 
him  to  tlie  teachers  of  the  counties  of  Antrim  and  Down  for  the  best 
answering  in  the  *'  Knowledge  of  common  things^*'  and  which,  accord- 
ingly, I  held  in  Belfast  in  the  montli  of  December  last,  I  beg  to  submit 
the  following  brief  report  on  the  details  of  that  examination. 

After  having  determined  on  the  particular  subjects  of  examination, 
and  the  terms,  <fec.,  on  which  parties  would  be  admitted  to  compete  for 
the  prizes,  my  first  care,  of  conrse,  was  to  give  publicity  to  the  scheme 
among  the  teachers  concerned,  and  so  to  afford  opportunity  to  such  of 
them  as  might  think  themselves  possessed  of  the  requisite  knowledge 
to  come  forward.  This  I  did  by  the  circulation  of  the  following  paper, 
drawn  up  and  issued  in  the  month  of  September,  1854  : — 

Notice  to  Teacbebs  of  the  Counties  of  Down  and  Antbim,  regarding 
Dr.  Suluvam's  Scheme  of  Premiums  for  the  best  answerers  in  the 
"•  Knowledge  of  cobimon  things.'* 

1.  Origin  and  object  of  the  scheme. 

^«  Education  Ofiioe,  20th  February,  1854. 

^^  Gentlemen — ^Inthe  month  of  November  last  I  requested  you  to  intimate 
to  the  Board,  that,  if  it  would  not  be  considered  irregular,  I  would  feel  great 
pleasure  in  placing  funds  to  the  amount  of  £20  per  annum  in  their  handi,  to 
be  given  in  premiums  to  the  teachers  of  National  Schools  in  the  counties  of 
Down  and  Antrim,  who  should  be  found  by  our  Inspectors,  at  the  general 
examination  held  each  year  in  Belfast,  to  be  best  acquainted  with  ^  the  know- 
ledge of  common  things* 

^*  At  the  same  time  I  stated  that  the  Dean  of  Hereford  (who  has  done  so 
much  to  promote  popular  education  in  England,  and,  above  all,  to  make  it 
practical  and  utilitarian  in  its  objects)  intended  to  ofier  similar  premiums  to 
the  teachers  of  elementary  schools  in  the  county  of  Hereford.  In  fact,  the 
idea — and  I  consider  it  a  happy  one — originated  with  the  Dean,  and  I  am 
merely  following  the  good  example  which  he  has  set ;  and  I  feel  great  plea- 
sure at  beiuff  able  to  add,  that  several  persons  of  influence  and  consideration 
are  also  foUowing  his  example— among  others,  Lord  Ashburton,  whose 
admirable  speech  on  the  subject  prou  must  have  read. .  In  fact,  this  speech 
far  exceeds  m  value  even  the  munificent  pi  izes  oficred  by  his  lordship. 

''  To  return  to  the  subject  of  my  letter.  As  you  informed  me  that  the 
Board  would  feel  great  pleasure  in  having  my  premiums  distributed  by  their 
officers  in  the  way  which  I  had  proposed,  I  now  beg  to  enclose  the  sum  of 

•  «<  God  hath  framed  the  mind  of  man  as  a  mirror  or  glass,  capable  of  the 
image  of  the  universal  world,  and  joyful  to  receive  the  impression  thereof,  as 
the  eye  joyeth  to  receive  the  light ;  and  not  only  delighted  in  beholding  the 
variety  of  things  and  vicissitudes  of  times,  but  raised  also  to  find  out  and  discern 
the  ordinances  and  decrees  which  throughout  all  these  changes  are  infifJlihly 
ob8erYed**'-«uB0O(m. 
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AwBimix  K«.  j£20  for  the  present  year ;  and  for  the  next,  and  each  succeeding  year,  the 

same  amount  for  the  same  purpose  will  be  permanently  provii^  by  me. 

Report  on^^^  ^^  Perhaps  I  should  mention  that  I  have  perwnal  reasons  for  limiting  my  prr- 
"  K^ilrleage  of  »iiums  to  the  counties  of  Down  and  Antrim.  But  even  if  I  had  not,  I  would, 
common  in  order  to  make  them  of  some  value,  confine  them  to  a  particular  county  or 

thiDgs,"  bj  district ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  many  other  persons  will  follow  the 
Wm.M'Cnedy,  example  of  the  Dean  of  Hereford,  and  that  similar  premiums  will  soon  be 
^*^*  <^ered  to  the  national  teachers  in  every  county  in  Ireland. 

^^  As  it  is  my  wish  that  the  whole  matter  should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Inspectors  who  conduct  the  annual  general  examinations  in  Belfast^  I  will 
take  no  part  in  it,  except  to  suggest  that  my  friend,  Mr.  M*Creedy  (Head 
Inspector),  be  requested  to  draw  up  a  set  of  examination  questions  for  the 
present  year^  and  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements. 

^*  I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

^^  ROBERT  SniiUTAV. 

*' To  the  Secretaries." 

"P.S. — The  useful  information  contained  in  the  school-books  pnbEsfaed 
by  the  Board,  will  probably  form  the  principal  i>art  of  the  examina^on  for 
the  present  year ;  and  as  I  considoj*  the  education  pf  girls  of  equal,  and, 
indeed,  of  greater  importance  than  that  of  boys,  I  will  suggest  to  Mr. 
M^Creedy  to  divide  the  premiums  e(}ually  between  the  male  and  female 
teadiers.  In  addition  to  an  examination  in  the  national  school-bookB,  the 
female  teachers  should  be  asked  some  questions  in  domestic  economy.  Some 
questions  should  also  be  taken  from  Dean  Dawes'  *  Suggestive  Hints.*  ** 

"Education  Office,  28th  February,  1854. 

"  Sir— We  have  laid  before  the  Commissioners  of  National  Education, 
your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  proposing  to  place  funds  at  their  disposal,  to 
the  amount  of  £20  per  annum,  to  be  given  ns  premiums  to  the  teachers  of 
National  Schools  in  tlie  counties  of  Down  and  Antrim,  who  should  be  found 
at  the  general  examination  held  each  year  in  Belfast,  to  be  best  acquainted 
with  '  the  knowledge  of  common  things.'  In  reply,  we  are  directed  to  convey 
to  you  the  best  thanks  of  the  Commissioners  for  your  very  liberal  offer,  which 
they  very  willingly  accept,  especially  as  it  will  tend,  in  their  opinion,  to  pro- 
mote an  object  of  which  they  cordially  approve. 

"The  Commissioners  wiU  at  once  give  the  nccessar}' instructions  to  cany- 
into  efifect  your  wishes;  and  they  direct  us  to  inform  you  that  they  intend  to 
call  public  attention  to  the  subject  of  your  letter  in  liie  body  of  their  next 
Report. 

"  We  are.  Sir,  your  obedient  servants, 


'Robert  Sullivan,  Esq.,  ll.d., 
Training  Department.** 


*  Maurice  Gross,  )  ©       .    . 

•  James  Kelly,     /  Secretaries. 


2.  The  point  chosen  for  the  place  of  examination  this  year  is  Bel&si;  and 
the  time  (we  particular  days  to  be  hereafler  notified),  the  second  week  in 
December. 

8.  The  examination  of  the  males  and  females  will  be  distinct  and  apart; 
two  days  will  be  given  to  those  of  each  sex,  and  the  examination  will  be  both 
oral  and  written. 
4«  The  candidates  admissible  must  fulfil  ihe  following  condidons:-.. 
Ist. — ^That  they  have  been  at  least  two  full  consecutive  years,  up  to  the 
time  of  olTerins  themselves,  and  immediately  preceding  it,  in  the 
service  of  the  Board ;  and  that  during  that  time  no  fine  shall  have 
been  imposed,  or  official  reprimand  or  admonition  addressed  to  them, 
for  misconduct  or  neglect  of  duty. 
2nd. — ^That  they  have  been  examined  and  classed,  and  occupy  no  lower 

grade  in  the  service  than  the  first  division  of  3rd  class. 
3rd.-^hat  they  be  teachers  of  schools  with  an  average  d^y  ^iieOfijV^  of 
at  least  thirty  pupils. 
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4tli — That  they  be  teachers  whose  schools  have  been  favourably  reported  Appendix  K. 
on,  not  only  as  regiurds  the  observance  of  neatness,  order ^  and  cleanU-  _^    T 
nessy  in  all  their  arrangements,  and  as  regards  likewise  die  teaching  k>^^JS;^,  I^ 
of  the  ordinary  branches  of  instruction — as  rea^ng,  writing,  gram-  «  Knowled^  of 
mar,  geography,  arithmetic,  and  writing  from  dictation,  but,  above  common 
all,  as  regards  the  thorough  grounding  of  their  pupils,  in  "  the  know-  *^*"8f^,^^ 
le^  of  common  things,"  contained  m  the  Boara*s  Lesson  Books ;  Wm.M*Cre6dy, 
and  that  in  addition,  in  the  case^of  female  candidates,  they  be  limited    *^' 
to  those  in  whose  schools  plain  sewing  and  other  branohes  of  needle- 
work are  well  and  carefully  taught  to  the  pupils. 

5th — ^That  they  have  the  sanction  of  the  District  Inspector  to  offer  them- 
selves for  the  premiums. 

5.  For  this  year  the  examination  is  to  be  confined  to  the  lessons  on 
^^  common  things"  spread  over  the  several  Lesson  Books  of  the  Board,  parti- 
cularly those  OA  the  following  subjects,  or  those  aldn  to  them : — 


Manufiictures, 

Art, 

Commerce, 

Agriculture, 

Money  Matters, 

Natural  History, 

Animal  and  Vegetable  Life, 

The  Mineral  Kingdom, 

Animal  and  Vegetable  Physiology, 

The  Elements  of  Mechanics  and 

of  Natund  Philosophy, 
Domestic  Economy, 


LBBSOH  BOOKS. 

Book  11. 
Sequel  L 

„      IL 
Book  III, 
„     IV. 
SupplemetU, 
Book  V. 
Girls'  Book  V. 
Agrietdtttral  Class  Book. 


And  to  the  lessons  on  like  subjects  found  in  Dean  Dawes*  '*  Su^estive  Hints 
on  Secular  Instruction." 

Note. — ^Tbe  fonlftlet  to  be.  exempted  from  examination  on  MeohanioB  and  Natural 
Philosophy,  and  on  all  (hose  parts  alBo  of  the  Agricnltural  Class  Book  not  relating  to 
*"*  Domestic  Management." 

6.  The  sum  of  £20,  proposed  for  distribution  by  Dr.  Sullivan,  will  be 
awarded  as  follows : — 

Males.  Females. 

1st  Premium,  £5  .     .     ,.           .  £5 

2nd      „            3  ...  3 

3rd       „            2  ...  2 

7.  The  candidates  •  are  to  be  limited  for  each  district  to  five  of  each  sex ; 
and  as  there  are  six  districts  eoncemed,  the-  highest  number  that  can  ofier 
for  examination  is  thirty  males  and  'thirty  females,  so  that  theore  will  be  a 
pi^mium.  for  every  ten  competitors  at  least. 

8.  Their  travelling  expenses,  on  the  usual  scale  of  allowance,  will  be 
awarded  to'all  such  competitors  as  shall  acquit  themselves  at  all  satisfactorily. 

9.  Those  teachers  who  wish  to  offer  themselves  for  examination  as  com- 
petitors for  these  premiums,  must  notify  such  their  wish  to  tiie  Lispector  of 
their  district  before  the  18th  day  of  November  next. 

10.  Subsequentiy,  Mr.  M^Creedy  will  notify  to  the  several  candidates 
selected  by  the  District  Inspectors  the  particulars  of  the  times  and  place  of 
meeting  for  examination. 

Education  Office,  Dublin,  September,  1854. 

Acting  on  this  invitation,  twenty-eix  male  and  sixteen  female  teachers 
offered  themselves  as  candidates,  and  these  I  afterwards  summoned  to 
meet  me  in  Bel&st)  the  first  to  undergo  examination  on  the  7th  and  8th 
of  December,  and  the  second  on  the  11th  and  12th  following. 

I  give  here  the  names  of  the  parties,  with  their  schools,  <3^3fl^i 
periods  6t  service,  &c.  :-^ 
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Appendix  K. 

Males. 

Report  on 
Ezkminfttion  in 

N«me. 

School. 

-     "o? 

CIUB. 

Tom 

of 

*<  Knowledge  of 

i  Te«ofaer. 

ScrviM. 

common 

things/;  by          - 

1 

W|n,M'Creedy, 

Antrim, 

Thomas  Jobnfston, . 

Portrush,No.  2,  - 

:     19 

IL* 

2 

)) 

Mann  Harbison, 

Cambeg,    . 

1     24 

L» 

B 

^y 

Henry  Speers, 

Dunminning, 

37 

n« 

11 

)9 

John  Ferguson,      . 

Ballytibbert, 

29 

n.^ 

8 

John  Brown, 

Guv*8  Free, 

26 

L« 

10 

f> 

Robert  M'Kinstr>', 

Ballinashee, 

1     31 

IL» 

8 

)f 

James  Watson, 

Ahoghill,    . 

.     28 

n.» 

4i 

f, 

Alex.  Thomson,     . 

Islandbawn, 

1     32 

u.^ 

ISJ 

), 

Andrew  Porter, 

Gulp;orm,  • 

25 

ra.> 

2* 

)« 

Hugh  F.  Percy,      . 

Whitehouse, 

28 

n.^ 

13 

)f 

Danid  M*Kee,       . 

Seaman's  Friend 

Societv,  . 
Carrickftsrgus,    . 

38 

!.• 

12 

tf 

John  Stevenson.    . 

28 

L> 

10 

f) 

Patk.  Mulholland, . 

Lisbum, 

27 

11. » 

6 

Down, 

John  M'llduff, 

Finnis. 

29 

n.i 

8 

>» 

Henry  Dymond,     . 

Grnnge, 

44 

T.« 

13 

Samuel  Wnllnce     . 

Gilford  Mills,     . 

36 

i.» 

14 

}i 

John  Robinson. 

Mt.  Panther, 

22 

n.» 

5 

)f 

George  Pbcenix,     . 

Ballyloiigh, 

33 

ii.» 

10 

)) 

Thomas  Brj'ars, 

Ballynagarrick,  . 

31 

!• 

14 

„ 

Robert  Gamble,     . 

Carnew,      . 

26 

n.> 

6 

j» 

Robert  Finlay, 

Ballykeel,  Edna- 

gonndl,  . 
Saintfield, 

53 

i» 

18 

i» 

Joseph  Ijowry, 

1     37 

11.^ 

7 

ti 

Robert  Martin,       . 

Tullywest, 

26 

11.^ 

7 

)t 

John  M'Conkey,    . 

Ballyeasboro',     . 

89 

i.» 

8 

7» 

JohnBeU,      . 

Downpatrick,      . 

\    44 

L> 

9 

»» 

Robert  Irvine, 

Bailee.        .        . 

!     42 

L> 

22 

Females. 


Antrim, 

Antrim, 

20 

I.« 

99 

Eliza  Kane,  . 

Cushendall, 

22 

2« 

»? 

Mary  Anne  Quin,  . 

Oamlough,         • 

25 

3» 

f1 

Cathn.  Mulholland, 

Lisbum,     • 

25 

I.^ 

ff 

Eliza  Orr,      . 

Whitehouse, 

28 

S« 

)1 

Margaret  .Beggs,    • 

Ballymenft  Indugtml, 

28 

2» 

1 

»» 

Eliza  M'Ferran,     . 

Carrickfergus,    . 

32 

2^ 

Down, 

Anne  Murphy, 

Magheralin, 
Bdfydock  F.      . 

16 

3' 

9) 

Anne  Starkie, 

27 

1* 

\\ 

„ 

Eliza  J.  Devlin,     . 

Ballygowan, 

28 

2» 

K 

)f 

Mary  Bell,     . 

Downpatrick  F. . 

21 

P 

It 

Esther  Bell,  . 

Downpatrick  Inft. 

19 

2» 

»» 

Anne  RafTerty, 

High-st.,  Newry, 

30 

P 

\ 

tf 

Mary  Doyle, 

Clonuff,     . 

21 

2*        ; 

»i 

Margaret  Boyle,    . 

Portaferry, 

35 

P        \ 

^^ 

Susan  Irvine, 

Bailee  Fem. 

28 

P  i     ' 

As  stated  in  the  foregoing  circulaf,  the  examination  was  in  part 
written,  and  in  part  oral ;  the  first  three  hours,  from  ten  to  one  o'clock 
of  eacb  day,  being  given  to  the  former,  and  from  two  to  fire  o'clock 
each  afternoon  to  the  latter. 

The  nature  of  the  written  examination  may  be  judged  of  by  the 
questions  whicb  are  printed  in  the  Appendix ;  but  of  the  oral,  want  of 
space  forbids  me  from  submitting  the  same  sure  and  simple  means  of 
judging,  and  I  can  tio  otherwise  describe  it  than  by  saying  that  it  em- 
braced^a  fuU^  searchipg;  and  minute  inquiry  into  all  tl^oee  parts  of  the 
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Board's  series  of  school-books  whicb  at  all  treat  of  that  large  and  mis-  Appbmdix  K. 
cellaneous  class  of  subjects  falling  under  the  head  of  "common  things."  ^^p^jlj 
The  men  had  twenty  rounds  of  questions  addressed  to  them,  or  520  in  E»aiiii»tioii  in 
all ;  and  the  women^  who  were  fewer  in  number,  and  whose  written  *'  Knowledge  of 
exercises  were  shorter,  had  not  less  than  thirty-five  rounds  of  questions  ^?i^.\ 
put  to  them  om  those  parts  of  the  same  course  which  it  was  thought  Wn^M'C^eedy, 
more  peculiarly  incumbent  on  them  to  know.  Esq. 

The  general  answering  in  both  kinds,  and  by  both  sexes,  was  excel- 
lent, and  evinced  a  most  respectable  acquaintance  with  the  various 
subjects  touched  upon.  None  exhibited  any  thing  like  a  reproachful 
degree  of  ignorance  or  nnpreparedness ;  and  of  those  even  who  fell 
short  of  the  prizes,  many  acquitted  themselves  in  a  highly  creditable 
manner ;  while  the  successful  competitors  again  displayed  such  a  com- 
pa^sis  of  knowledge,  and  expressed  themselves,  especially  in  their  written 
exercises,  with  such  accuracy  and  precision,  not  to  say  elegance  of 
language,  as  surprised  fully  as  much  as  it  gratified  me. 

The  names  of  the  successful  candidates,  with  the  prizes  awarded 
them,  were  as  follows  : — 

Males.  FenalM. 


1st  Premium,  Robert  Irvine,  .  £5 
2nd  , ,  John  Browne,  .  3 
3rd        „        Mann  Harbison,  .       2 


Ist  Premium,  Cath.  Mulholland,  £5 
2nd  „  Susan  Irvine,  .  3 
3rd        „        MaiyBell,  .    2 


On  the  whole,  the  results  of  this  examination  were  most  satisfieustory 
and  promising,  and  such,  I  firmly  believe,  as  would  fully  justify  the 
Commissioners  in  following  the  example  thus  set  them,  and  so  honour- 
ably for  himself,  by  one  of  their  oldest  and  most  distinguished  officers, 
by  taking  up  and  adopting  for  themselves  the  experiment,  and  extend- 
ing it  to  a  much  wider  sphere  of  action. 

Much  good,  I  think,  might  be  effected  by  such  a  course,  in  stimu- 
lating our  teachers,  in  the  first  place,  to  study  themselves  the  subjects 
here  in  question;  and  in  the  next,  to  teach  them  more  extensively  and 
uniformly  to  their  pupils.  Our  books,*  I  need  hardly  say,  afibrd  them 
even  now  abundant  materials  for  such  teaching ;  and  it  only  requires, 
on  their  part,  a  little  patient  and  sustained  application  in  their  perusal 
to  master  their  contents,  and  so  to  £eiir]y  qualify  them  for  the  task  of 
instruction. 

One  thing,  howerer,  our  teacbers  must  ever  bear  in  mind — that 
whatever /octe,  whether  of  art  or  nature,  they  communicate,  they  are 
to  communicate  in  connexion  with  the  knowledge  of  the  law  which 
governs  them,  or  the  principle  from  which  they  spring,  as  by  such 
teaching  alone  can  acquaintance  with  the  facts  themselves  be  rendered 
lastingly  interesting,  or  ever  in  any  high  degree  useful.  For,  without 
a  knowledge  to  some  extent  of  the  laws  which  serve  to  explain,  or 
intelligibly  connect,  their  relations  of  co-existence  or  of  sequence, 
the  facts  or  phenomena  of  nature,  like  the  characters  of  a  strange 
Cipher  to  one  who  has  not  the  key,  have  no  instructive  interest  fur  the 
observer;  and,  however  much  they  may  excite  his  fear,  wonder,  or 
surprise,  serve  rather  to  bewilder  th^n  rightly  to  inform  his  intellect. 
Facts  in  themselves,  and  isolatedly  viewed,  are  dead  things ;  it  is  only 
when  united  with  principles  they  become  living  and  productive.  As 
has  been  finely  said  :  facts,  which,  consigned  to  the  minds  of  the  unin- 
telligent, are  like  seeds  in  a  granary,  unquickened  and  inert,  imparted 
to  those  of  informed  and  cultivated  understanding,  are  like  the  same 
seeds  when  committed  to  a  prepared  and  congenial  soil,  where  they 

*  Alluding  to  those  books,  the  English  Journal  of  Education  observes,  that 
<«  the  admirable  chapters  on  Political  Economy  in  the  Third  and  Fourth  Books, 
have  not  been  equalled  by  any  production  of  the  recent '  Common.Thiiii8*  move- 
ment/*—^SmAo. /or  Decern^,  1854. 
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Appendix  K.  spiing  up  into  luxuriant  veg-etation,  and  bear  useful  fruit.  '*Do  not," 
Report  on  ^y®  Dean  Dawes,  in  his  excellent  tract  on  the  mode  of  teaching  «>ni- 
ExaminatioD  in  mon  tbiugS;  '^attempt  to  explain  anj  common  thing,  until  the  children 
"  Knowledge  of  understand  the  law;  and  if  you  would  have  your  lessions  to  be  effective, 
thinm/'^by  ^®  S"^®  7^^  perfectly  understand  the  subject  you  are  about  to  teach. 
Wm.M'dreedy,  In  this  part  of  your  teaching,  as  in  arithmetic  and  every  other  thing, 
^-  let  principles,  be  understood  before  you  attempt  to  Liy  down  rules, 

And  then  the  children  will  understand  the  grounds  on  which  the  rules 
are  based.  You  must  bear  in  mind  it  is  the  office  of  all  such  educa* 
tional  helps  as  have  been  brpught  t)efore  you  in  this*  exhibition,  'to 
teach  men  to  think,  not  to  save  them  the  trouble  of  thinking.'  In  this 
way  I  believe  a<  vast  amount  of  information  might  be  imparted  in  our 
elementary  schools,  which  would  lead  the  children  to  take  a  great  inte- 
rest in  what  they  are  learning,  and  which  would  give  a  practical  turn 
to  their  minds  that  no  other  kind  of  teaching  could  give.  But  I  would 
have  every  teacher  to  bear  this  in  mind,  that  it  is  better  to  teach  a  few 
things  well,  than  a  great  many  ill." 

And  to  the  same  effect  the  Rev.  M.  Moseley:— "  That,"  8a3rB  h^ 
'^  which  is  valuable  in  this  kind  of  teaching  is  not,  I  apprehend,  the 
knowledge  of  the  'common  things'  professed  to  be  taught,  but  the 
science  of  them." 

"  What  is  chiefly  to  be  desired,"  says  Mr.  Bowstead,  like  Mr.  Moeeley, 
one  of  her  Majesty's  Inspectors  of  schools  for  Great  Britain,  ''is,  that 
this  department  of  school- work  should  be  handled  more  systematically, 
•that  the  details  of  ordinary  processes  should  always  be  accompanied 
by  clear  and  simple  explanations  of  the  principles  which  govern  them, 
«nd  that  teadders  should  aim  not  so  much  to  store  the  miod  with  £M:tB 
as  to  communicate  to  their  pupils  a  power  of  reasomng  npon  and 
analyzing  the  phenomena  around  them." 

Thus  taught,  the  importance  of  such  knowledge  for  all  classes  of  the 
community  can  hardly  be  overrated ;  for  by  such  a  coarse  of  instruc- 
tion our  youth,  when  grown  up  and  entered  upon  the  worid,  would  be 
fitted  not  only  to  view  with  inteliigenoe  the  greater  glories  of  creation, 
but  to  look  with  interest  on  the  varied  phenomena  of  sooiail  intercourse, 
tke  tkinffs  that  before  us  lie  in  daily  life,  to  know  which,  as  Milton  has  it, 
"  is  the  prime  wisdom;"  and  be  prepared,  too,  as  another  equally  gieat 
poet  has  expressed  it — when  in  their  daily  walks,  whether  meant  for 
harmless  pleasure  or  healthful  recreation-^to  find 

•*  Tongues  in  trees,  books  in  the  running  brooks, 
Sermons  in  stones,  and  good  in  every  thing.** 

And  might  we  not  further  hope  that,  with  their  minds  thoroughly  imbued 
by  such  studies,  and  their  perceptions  thus  made  quick  to  recognise  the 
moral  properties  and  scope  of  tilings — to  discover  in  every  part  of  JS^ature's 
works,  the  meanest  as  well  as  the  highest,  the  traces  of  law,  and  order, 
and  wise  and  beneficent  design — they  would,  not  seldom,  mount  up 
in  thought  to  Him — "the  first  Fair,  first  Perfect,  and  first  Good" — 
whose  bosom  is  the  primal  seat  of  law,f  and  the  everlasting  source 
of  wisdom,  harmony,  and  goodness ;  so  that,  in  their  case,  as  ever, 
Science  would  prove  to  be  the  handmaid  of  Religion!  X 

As  to  the  future  arrangements  to  be  adopted  iu  connexion  with  the 

*  Educational  Exhibition  of  the  Society  of  Art^  1854. 

f  «*  Of  law  there  can  be  no  less  acknowiedged  than  that  her  eeatis  the  bosom 
of  (jod»  her  voice  the  harmony  of  the  world ;  ali  things  in  heaven  and  earth  do 
her  homage— the  very  least,  as  feeling  her  care,  and  the  greatest,  as  not 
exempted  from  her  pow^i\  Both  angels  and  men,  and  cnalurea  of  what  condi- 
tion soever,  though  each  inidifferont  sort  and -manner,  yet  all  with  imtE^Krei 
eonsent,  admiring  her  aathomo^^cr  of  their  peace  sand  joy. **^^Hooker. 

X  As  bearing  on  this  subject,  I  cannot  here  forbear  quoting,  from  die  gmlest 
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award  of  Dr.  Sullivan's  preminms,  I  would  propose,  inasmuch  as  the  Appendix  K. 
examination  over  which  I  presided  was  attended  with  an  amount  of  Rgporton 
expense  quite  incommensurate  with  the  value  of  the  prizes  competed  Examination  in 
for,  that  the  candidates  should  be  limited  hereafter  to  a  much  smaller  "  Kntywledge  of 
number — say  nine  of  each  sex;  and  that  these  should  be  taken^  ^^  thha^^^^br 
alternate  years,  from  the  two  counties  of  Antrim  and  Down-  Wm.M*Creedy, 

I  would  further  propose  that  no  male  or  female  teacher,  who  had  ^s^* 
once  taken  a  first  prize^  should  be  allowed  again  to  compete  until 
after  an  interval  of  four  years. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  observe  that,  with  the  view  of  interesting 
those  to  whom  such  inqoiries  may  be  new,  I  have  given  in  the  Appendix, 
in  addition  to  the  questions  proposed  by  myself  for  the  written  part  of 
the  examination  on  which  I  now  report,  those  submitted  in  England 
for  the  first  award  of  the  Ashburton  prizes,  together  with  the  most 
instructive  speech  of  Lord  Ashburton  himself,  when  first  propounding 
his  scheme ;  and  some  extracts  also  from  other  distinguished  men, 
who,  at  various  times,  and  with  a  special  reference  most  of  them  to  the 
very  points  now  in  question  before  the  public,  and  here  but  slightly 
touched  upon,  have  discussed  the  question  of  popular  education. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  M*CBEEDy,  Head  Inspector. 
Dublin,  November,  1855. 

of  our  modem  poets,  the  following  noble  lines  on  the  union  of  knowledge  with 
religion : — 

••  Trust  roe  that,  for  the  instructed,  time  will  come 

When  they  shall  meet  no  object  but  may  teach 

Some  axjceptable  lesson  to  their  mind* 

Of  human  suiiering  or  of  human  joy. 

So  shall  they  learn,  while  all  things  speak  of  Man, 

Their  duties  from  all  forms ;  and  general  laws. 

And  local  acmdeiits,  shall  tend  alike 

To  rouse,  to  urge ;  and,  with  the  will,  confer 

The  ability  to  spread  the  blessings  wide 

Of  true  philanthropy.    The  light  of  love 

Not  failing,  perseverance  from  their  steps 

Departing  not,  for  them  shall  be  confirmed 

The  glorious  habit  by  which  Sense  is  made 

Subservient  still  to  moral  purposes, 
•  *  Au^iliar  to  divine.    That  change  shall  clothe 

The  naked  Spirit,  ceasing  to  deplore 

The  burthen  of  existence.    Science  then 

Shall  be  a  precious  Visitant ;  and  then, 

And  only  then,  be  worthy  of  her  name. 

For  then  her  Heart  shall  kindle ;  her  dull  Eye, 

Dull  and  inanimate,  no  more  shall  h&ng 

Chained  to  its  object  in  brute  slavery; 

But  taught,  with  pjatient  interest,  to  wateh 

The  processes  of  things,  and  serve  the  cause 

Of  order  and  distinctness,  not  for  tliis 

Shall  it  forget  that  its  most  uoblo  use. 

Its  most  illustrious  province,  must  be  found 

In  furnishing  clear  guidance,  a  support, 

Not  treacherous  to  the  Mind's  excursive  Power. 

— So  build  we  up  the  Being  that  we  are ; 

Thus  deeply  drinking-in  the  Soul  of  Things, 

We  shall  be  wise  peiibrce ;  and  while  inspired 

By  choice,  and  conscious  that  the  Will  is  tVee, 

unswerving  shall  we  move,  as  if  impelled 

By  strict  necessity,  along  the  path 

Of  order  and  of  good.    Whatever  we  see, 

Whate'er  we  feel,  by  agency  direct 

Or  indirect,  shall  tend  to  feed  and  nurse 

Our  faculties,  shall  fix  in  calmer  scats 

Of  moral  strength,  and  raise  to  loftier  heights 

Of  love  divine»  our  intellectual  soul. "-— >  Wordnoorth^ 
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^''^»^-  Appendix  A. 

R^^Hon  DOOTOE  SuLLIVAN's  PbEMIUMS,  1 854. —-SCHOOLMASTERS. 

ExAiniiuittoi&  in 

"  Knowledge  of  PiBOT  Dat. — Three  kours  aUowedfor  this  paper.     Three  Questions  to  be 

*JP"*?,  answered  out  of  each  Section^  and  others,  as  time  may  permit. 

W^M'cLd/,  SECTION  I. 

Esq. 

1.  Name  and  define  what  are  called  the  general  properties  of  bodies. 

2.  Name  and  describe  the  seyeral  mechanical  powers. 

3.  Explain  what  is  meant  by  the  specific  gravity  of  bodies,  and 
show  how  it  is  estimated. 

4.  What  is  meant  by  the  centre  of  gravity  of  a  body  1  Show  how 
the  centre  of  gravity  of  an  irregular  block  of  wood  may  be  found. 

5.  Distinguish  between  the  terms  heat  and  caloric  ;  enumerate  the 
several  ways  in  which  the  latter  is  produced,  and  explain  the  difference 
between  UUerU  heat  void  free  caloric. 

SECTION  II. 

1.  What  is  meant,  technically  taken,  by  the  term  value  ?  Enume- 
rate and  explain  the  constituents  or  elements  of  value,  and  show,  by 
examples,  that  the  possession  of  the  union  of  all  these,  and  not  of  one 
or  two  alone,  is  necessary  to  an  object  to  constitute  it  an  article  of 
value. 

2.  What  is  meant  by  division  of  labour^  Show  how  such  an 
arrangement  naturally  arises  in  the  progress  of  society,  and  enumerate 
its  several  advantages,  and,  if  you  suppose  it  to  have  any,  its  disad- 
vantages. 

3.  Are  improvements  in  machinery,  by  which  a  few  men  are 
enabled  to  do  the  work  of  many,  in  the  end,  and  judged  by  their  total 
results,  beneficial  or  otherwise  to  the  working  classes  ?  If  beneficial, 
show  why,  and  illustrate  by  examples. 

4.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  connexion  between  high  rents  and  high 
prices  1 

a.  Show  that  the  high  price  of  agricultural  produce  is  not  caused 
by  high  rent;?. 

b.  Show  that  the  abolition  of  all  rent  would  not  necessarily  tend  , 
to  cheapen  agricultural  produce. 

5.  Define  taxes,  and  explain  what  it  is  the  subject  receives  in  exchangp. 

a.  Show  in  what  respect  the  payment  of  a  tax  is  like  any  other 

legitimate  exchange  or  payment 
6.  Show  in  what  two  respects  it  differs  from  other  exchanges, 

and  explain  why  it  should  do  so. 

c.  Show  that,  generally  speaking,  and  under  almost  any  form  of 
government,  what  the  people  receive  in  return  for  the  tax  is, 
on  the  whole,  a  fair  equivalent. 

8B0TI0N  III. 

1.  Explain  the  principle  of  the  barometer,  and  the  uses  to  which  it 
is  applied. 

2.  How  is  the  formation  and  deposition  of  dew  accounted  for  ? 

a.  Why  more  copious  in  summer  than  in  winter  ? 
6.  Why  more  copious  on  clear  than  on  cloudy  nights  ? 
c.  Why  not  deposited  equally  on  grass  and  gravel,  on  broken 
and  on  unbroken  ground  ? 

3.  To  what  height  can  water,  ordinarily  speaking,  be  raised  by  the 
common  suction  pump  9  Explain  its  mode  of  action,  and  illustrate  the 
principle  by  reference  to  other  kindred  phenomena.  ' 
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4.  How  many  sorts  of  lerera  are  there  1    Describe  the  relative  ^^I^^^^^,^' 
positions  of  the  weight,  power,  and  fulcrum  in  each,  and  give  familiar  AppenliTto 
examples  of  each*  Report  on 

5.  Give  examples  of  the  various  contrivances  employed  to  increase  Kxamination  jn 

-  .     ,  -  .*^.  '^     "^  **  Kuowlcdg©  of 

aad  to  lessen  friction,  common 

6.  How  are  porous  bodies  affected  by  the  absorption  of  moisture  ?  things/-  by 
To  what  practical  account  has  the  knowledge  of  this  fact  been  turned  Wm.M'Cr««ay, 
in  some  parts  of  France )  ^' 

SECTION  IV. 

1.  What  are  the  organs  of  respiration  in  man  and  the  higher  order 
of  animals  1     Describe  them,  and  explain  their  functions. 

a.  Describe  the  peculiarities  of  the  respiratory  system  in  birds. 
6.  Also  in  Fishes. 

2.  Explain  the  composition  of  the  atmosphere,  and  describe  its 
several  uses. 

3.  What  is  meant  by  the  conduction  of  heat)  Give  familiar 
examples  of  good  and  bad  conductors ;  and  illustrate  the  value  of  the 
knowledge  of  such  phenomena  by  reference  to  the  arts  and  life. 

4.  Explain  the  formation  of  clouds  and  rain. 

5.  What  are  the  necessary  requisites  of  a  correct  balance? 

6.  Why  will  a  glass  sometimes  break  by  pouring  hot  water  into  it  1 

7.  Why  will  a  heated  body,  if  suddenly  cooled  by  pouring  cold  water 
on  it,  sometimes  crack  )  How  has  the  knowledge  of  this  fact  been 
sometimes  applied  for  the  economy  of  labour  1 

Seootstd  Day. — Tliree  hours  allowed  for  (Ms  paper.     Three  questions  to 
he  answered  out  of  each  section,  and  others,  as  time  may  permit, 

SECTIOX  I. 

1.  Define  what  is  meant  by  wages,  and  say  on  what  the  rate  of 
wages  naturally  depends. 

a.  Show  that  it  does  not  rise  and  fall,  as  some  suppose,  with  the 
price  of  provisions. 

h.  .Show  that  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature  to  deter- 
mine this  rate  must  be  inexpedient  and  inoperative,  whether 
the  aim  be,  first,  to  fix  it  higher,  or,  second,  to  fix  it  lower 
than  that  which  it  would  be  the  interest  of  employers  to  offer, 
or  which  the  circumstances  of  the  labour  market  would  alone 
render  legitimate. 

c.  Again,  supposing  the  Legislature  would  concede,  not  alone  to 
one  or  a  few  classes  of  workmen,  which  would  be  manifestly 
partial  and  unjust,  but  to  all,  which  would  alone  be  fair  and 
equal,  the  right  of  fixing  each  their  own  rates  of  wages,  and 
of  enforcing  their  payment,  show  how  the  labourer,  who  is 
not  only  a  seUer  of  labour,  but,  almost  invariably  to  a  liko 
extent,  a  purchaser  of  labour,  would,  in  this  latter  capacity, 
be  affected  by  such  legislation ) 

d.  Enumerate  the  causes  which  go  to  explain  the  inequality  of 
wages  in  different  employments;  in  other  words, explain  why, 
at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  pkce,  all  workmen  do  not 
receive  the  sante  wages. 

'  ^.  How  is  capital  divicled  ?     Characterize  the  two  kinds,  and  enu- 
merate the  things  which,  in  the  case  of  a  farmer,  for  instance,  fall  under 
ceach  respectively. 

3.  The  interest  of  the  com  dealer  is  supposed  by  many  to  be  opposed 
yoL.  II.  '  '2s' 
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Anmis  C  to  tlie  public  interest ;  now,  take  the  two  easee  feUowiiigy  and  abte 
▲M6aii]r«o      ^'***  7*^**  think  the  just  inference  on  this  point : — 
Mmpwi  M  let.  Suppose  a  com  dealer  who,  in  anticipation  of  a  aoaieity,  mj 

Bnmbu^  ^  ^^^  fOBde  large  parchasee  of  prorimonsy  to  have  been  deoeiTed 

TTHTiZi*  ^°  ^^B  expectations,  who  are  the  parties  to  suffer  most  bj  his 

^'"'^JSL  miscalculation  t 

Wm.  itdrndir,  3nd.  Suppose,  on  Uie  eontrarr,  that  he  has  not  miscalcnlatsd,  ud 

^*  that  he  has  been  right  in  his  anticipation,  who  are  the  partiv 

to  be  benefited  % 

4.  In  what  way  is  securi^  of  property  necessary  to  the  growth  of 
VMlthf 

a.  Show  that  inepuditjf  of  fortunes  must  neemarUf  arise  with 

•eonrity  of  property. 
(.  Show  that  the  robbery  of  the  rich,  and  the  equal  distribution 

of  their  wealth  among  the  poor,  would  not  prove  beneficial  to 

a  people. 
e*  Show  that,  faowerer  he  may  lire,  every  man,  rich  or  poor, 

rds  his  income,  whatever  it  may  be,  or  allows  somebody 
to  spend  it  for  him ;  and  that  the  less  he  qiends  on  him- 
self, the  more  remains  for  others* 

SBOnOH  II, 

1«  Besoribe  the  structure  of  the  eye  in  man.  its  humours,  coats,  &e^ 
•nd  explain  how  it  adapts  itself  to  different  degrees  of  Uf^t,  wd  the 
varying  distances  of  objects. 

a.  Explain  the  offices  of  the  eye-brows,  eye-lids^  and  eye-lashes. 
(.  Explain  the  defects  of  shortrsightedness  and  its  opposite^  and 
the  remedies  for  each. 

3.  Describe  the  structure  and  action  of  the  heart,  and  the  eeiuse  of 
the  blood  through  the  arterial  and  venous  systems. 

a.  Note  the  difference  of  office  between   the  auricles  and 

ventricles. 
(.  Note  the  difference  of  office,  structure^  and  poAtion  of  the 

veins  and  arteries. 

c.  Note  the  difference  between  the  arterial  and  venous  blood. 

d.  Note  the  difference  of  the  pulmonary  and  the  geaeral  eir- 
enlation. 

e.  Note  when,  by  whom,  and  by  what  itept,  the  discovery  of  the 
circulation  of  the  blood  was  made. 

5.  What  is  the  distinction  between  animate  and  inanimate  bodies  t 

4.  State,  with  examples  under  each,  the  /m  important  points,  as 
mentioned  in  the  Fifth  Book,  in  which  the  vital  principle  appean  to 
counteract  the  laws  of  general  physics. 

5.  Explain  the  sevend  steps  or  processes  through  which  the  food  of 
ruminants  ordinarily  passes  before  its  conversion  into  ^le  ;  and  state 
whether  there  is  ever  any  departure  from  this  order.  Note  the  pecu- 
liarity of  structure  in  the  stomachs  of  the  lama  and  camel 

aBOTioH  in. 

L  Of  what  substances  do  soils  chiefly  consist  f 
a.  How  are  soils  named  t 
h.  What  is  meant  by  heavy  lands  f 
e.  How  may  such  be  rend^ed  lighter! 
S.  What  are  the  four  things  necessaiy  to  the  keaUiy  givwA  of 
plants  t    Illustrate  your  answer  by  examples. 

3.  What  are  the  processes  to  which,  after  enckMnffU^  and 
«eppiBg^  it  may  be  desirable  to  subject  the  iaad  t 
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a.  Explain  what  lands  most  need  draining. 

b.  Enumerate  in  their  order  the  several  advantages  of  draining.  AnfctiidF"to  • 
c  Explain  the  difference  between  sahsoiling  and  trenching^  RepoitM 

and  point  ont  what  is  the  most  appropriate  season  for  this  EymiMtio  la 
latter  operation.  ^m"*'^*^  ^ 

4.  What  are  the  various  modes  by  which  ph^ata  are  propagated  ?      tliingi,**  b^ 
6,  On  what  principle  is  the  rotation  of  crops  founded  1  Wm.M«Cw«dly, 

6.  What  is  the  tioo-fold  division  of  manures  mentioned  in  the  **  Agri-  ^' 
enltural  Class  Book  r    Enumerate  those  which  would  &11  under  eadi 


a.  What  other  threo-fold  division  of  manures  has  be^a  made  t 

b.  What  other  two-fold  division  is  made  t 

c  Of  the  last,  which  is  the  more  neglected  ? 


BonOOLMISTSSBSES. 

FnuR  Day. — Three  Eoun  allowed  for  thU  Paper.    Three  Qttmtwn$  to 
}>e  ammred  <nd  of  each  Section,  and  othere,  as  time  may  permit. 

8S0TI0H  I. 

1.  Describe  the  two  chief  defects  of  sights  and  explain  how  they  are 
remedied. 

2.  Describe  the  process  of  digestion,  and  the  course  of  the  food  from 
its  mastication  until  its  conversion  into  chyle, 

a.  Note  by  what  agency  mastication  is  aided. 

(.  By  what  contrivance  the  food  is  prevented  in  its  passage  from 

the  month  to  the  gullet,  from  entering  the  larynx. 
e.  Offices  of  the  crop  and  gizzard  in  birds. 
d.  What  is  observed  of  the  crop  in  birds  of  the  dove  kind  % 

3.  Describe  the  structure  of  the  teeth  in  man,  distinguishing  the 
temporary  from  the  permanjevdy  and  noting  the  number  and  divisions  of 
•aeh  set.     What  are  the  advantages  of  cleaning  the  teeth  daily) 

4.  State  the  marks  of  design  in  the  structure  of  birds»  and  in  the 
human  spine. 

b.  Enumerate  the  differences  between  birds  and  beasts,  as  given  in 
Sequel,  No.  2. 

SECTION  II. 

1.  Describe  tho  processes  gone  through  in  the  manufacture  of  pins, 
as  given  in  the  Second  and  Third  Book  of  Lessons. 

2.  Describe  the  processes  gone  through  in  the  manufacture  of  ordi- 
nary sewing  needles,  as  given  in  the  Girls'  Heading  Book. 

3.  Give  Uie  snbstance  of  the  lesson  on  the  prognostics  of  the  weather, 
as  explained  in  the  Supplement  to  the  Fourth  Book.  Write  out  also  as 
many  of  Dr.  Jenner*s  '*  Lines  on  the  Signs  of  Bain,'*  given  in  our  Second 
Book,  as  you  can  recollect. 

4.  Wbat  are  the  general  properties  of  metals?  Write  down  in  order, 
one  under  the  other,  tho  names  of  all  metals  treated  of  in  our  Fourth 
Book,  and  note  some  of  the  distinguishing  qualities  of  each. 

5.  Why  is  the  presence  of  flowers  and  living  plants  in  a 'bed-room 
during  the  night  thought  injurious ) 

6.  Write  out  the  substance  of  the  lesson  on  ''Bread,"  given  in  the 
Girls'  Book. 

SBcrioir  m. 

1.  Give  a  few  examples  to  show  how  economy  in  the  use  of  the  raw 
materials  tends  to  cheapen  th^  chief  manufactured  product 

TOL.IL  2  82  ^  T 
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Appkndix  K.       2.  Why  have  kettles  and  tea-pots  wooden  handles  % 

Aopendix  to  ^'  ^Qumerate  the  capitalists  and  labourers  whose  capital  and  labour 

Report  on         have  contributed  to  form  the  cotton  gown  you  ordinarily  wear. 

BxMDiofttion  in     4.  ^ame  the  countries  from  which  we  derive  our  chief  supplies  of  the 

Mmmon     *     following  commodities,  viz. : — tea,  coffee,  rice,  sugar, spices,  pearls,  cotton, 

tbtnga/*  hj        tobacco,  rum,  brandy,  iron,  hides,  timber,  fruit,  port  wine,  sherry,  daxe^ 

Wm.M*Crecdy,  mahogany,  and  other  hard  woods,  flax,  hemp,  and  tallow. 

^'^'  5.  Explain  why  it  is  that,  in  this  country,  ground  which  has  a  sonUi- 

western  aspect  is  preferred  to  that  which  has  a  north-eastern  f 

6.  Write  out  the  substance  of  the  extract  from  Addison,  on  the  **  Be- 

fiults  of  Commerce,"  as  given  in  the  Girls*  Book. 

Second  Day. — Three  Hours  allowed  for  tku  Paper.    Three  Quettioru  to 
be  amwered  otU  of  each,  Section,  and  others,  as  time  may  permit, 

SBOTIOV  I. 

1.  Of  what  conhtry  is  the  sugar-cane  a  native,  and  when  and  by  whom 
was  its  cultivation  first  made  known  to  Europeans  ?  Describe  the  pro- 
cess of  the  manufacture  of  sugar. 

2.  Where  is  the  nutmeg  tree  to  be  found  t  Describe  the  fruity  and 
mention  the  uses  of  its  several  parts. 

3.  Between  what  parallels  of  ktitude  is  tea  cultivated  t  Describe  the 
plant, and  how  it  is  cultivated;  when  its  leaves  are  plucked  and  how;  and 
in  what  way  they  are  prepared  for  the  market 

a.  By  whom  first  introduced  into  Europe  1  ] 
(.  Into  England  ) 

4.  In  what  way  would  you  instruct  your  pupils  to  distinguish  the  four 
cardinal  points  of  the  heavens ) 

5.  From  what  is  paper  manufactured)  Describe  the  several  pro- 
cesses through  which  it  passes  until  it  reaches  the  handa  of  the 
consumer  t 

flXOTION  n. 

1.  Mention  the  parts  of  plants  essential  to  their  growth,  perfection, 
and  propagation. 

2.  What  are  the  various  means  provided  by  nature  for  the  preservation 
of  the  seeds  of  plants,  as  described  in  our  Fifth  Book  ?  What  are  the 
means  provided  for  their  dispersion  ? 

3.  Why  is  attention  to  the  right  ventilation  of  our  apartments  of  such 
essential  importance  ?  Enumerate  some  of  the  ways  in  which  the  air 
of  our  dwelling  rooms  may  become  vitiated,  and  say  in  what  way  it 
may  be  purified. 

4.  When  a  female  discovers  her  dress  to  be  on  fire,  what  should 
she  do  t 

5.  Enumerate  briefly,  as  given  in  the  Supplement  to  the  Fourth 
Book,  the  things  to  be  attended  to,  and  the  rules  to  be  observed,  by 
those  who  wait  upon  the  sick* 

Appbkdix  B. 

ASHBVRTOM  PbIZXS,  1854. — SOHOOLXA6TEB8. 

HoBimro. — Three  Houn  aJtlowed  for  this  Paper.     Two  Questions  to  he 
answered  out  of  each  Section,  and  others,  as  time  may  permit 

SBGTIOK  I. 

1.  Define  the  following  words  and  phrases,  and  illustrate  your  mean- 
ing by  their  usage  in  matters  of  social  life  : — skill,  industry,  economy 
and  forethought^  wealth,  money,  value,  price,  labourers  and  empleyen 
of  labour,  capital  and  capitalist. 
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2.  What  is  the  usual  consequence  of  an  abundant  or  deficient  harrest  Appendix  K. 
upon  the  price  of  food  ?  and  upon  the  wages  of  hibour.  Appendix  to 

3.  What  is  meant  by  division  of  labour?  and  show  the  importance  of  Report  on 
this  in  advancing  the  wealth  and  well-being  of  a  nation.  f  ]?°**"f*i®"  ^^ 

4.  What  are  the  principal  conditions  of  industrial  success  among  l^mmJa    ** 
the  labouring  classes,  and  what  kind  of  training  in  early  life  is  most  thingi,"  br 
likely  to  lead  to  iti  Wn,.M*c5re«iy, 

5.  What  are  the  necessary  qualities  of  the  food  of  a  people,  in  order  ^* 
that  the  supply  may  be  permanent )  and  how  do  foods  ior  man  and 
beast  vary  in  this  respect  1 

6.  What  metals  are  the  most  useful )  Mention  the  particular  pro- 
perties which  make  them  so ;  and  give  the  outline  of  a  lesson  on  iron 
or  lead;  and  its  uses,  from  the  state  of  ore  up  to  a  knife-blade  or 
abeet-lead. 

SBCnoK  n. 

1.  Point  out  the  different  ways  in  which  the  air  in  a  dwelling-room 
is  rendered  impure,  and  the  best  way  of  ventilating  the  room. 

2.  What  are  the  best  materials  for  building  a  cottage;  the  necessary 
conditions  of  health,  with  reference  to  the  building;  and  which  is  pr6- 
ferable,  a  slated  or  thatched  roof;  and  why  ? 

3.  What  vegetables  are  usually  cultivated  in  a  garden  1  Which  do 
yon  consider  the  most  nutritious]  and  why]  What  rotation  of  crops 
wottld^you  recommend  in  a  garden  of  one  rood  in  extent ) 

4.  What  is  the  difference  between  porous  and  retentive  soils,  and 
Low  would  you  treat  them )  Explain  the  principle  on  which  soils  pul- 
verize after  frost,  and  the  advantages  of  this. 

5.  Explain  what  is  meant  by  a  proper  rotation  of  crops — ^by  exhaust- 
ing and  non-exhausting  plants,  How  would  you  ascertain  what  sub- 
stances plants  draw  from  the  soil  1  and,  having  done  this,  how  would 
you  manure  the  land  t 

SECTION  III. 

1.  What  are  the  essential  properties  of  matter  ?  Define  and  explain 
some  of  them. 

2.  Explain  what  is  meant  by  the  attractions  of  cohesion  and  gravi- 
tation, and  exemplify  by  giving  instances  of  each. 

3.  Give  Newton's  three  laws  of  motion,  and  illustrate  the  last  by 
experiment. 

4.  What  is  meant  by  centripetal  and  centrifugal  forces  ?  and  show 
how,  in  different  latitudes,  the  weight  of  bodies  is  affected  by  the 
latter. 

6.  A  body  let  fall  from  the  top  of  a  tower  is  three  seconds  before  it 
reaches  the  ground;  how  far  did  it  fall  in  each  second  ?  and  what  was 
the  height  of  the  tower?  If  the  action  of  gravity  ceased  at  this  pointy 
how  &r  would  it  fiEtll  in  the  next  three  seconds  1 

SBOTION  IV. 

1.  To  which  of  the  mechanical  powers  do  the  following  implements 
belong: — a  spade  and  fork  in  digging,  the  plough,  the  saw,  the  axe,  a 
pair  of  scissors,  a  pump  handle,  the  screw  1  Give  your  reasons  in  each 
case. 

2.  Explain  the  principle  of  a  pair  of  scales,  and  of  a  common  steel- 
yard. 

3.  Explain  the  principle  of  the  wheel  and  axlei  and  show  how  it  is 
applied  in  raising  up  water  from  a  well. 

4.  Show  the  use  of  the  plumb-line;  the  square,  and  the  spirit-lerel, 
to  the  bricklayer  and  carpenter* 
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AttmDO.  K«  Am&vooir. — Three  hourt  allowed  fm*  Ms  Paper.    Two  Questions  to  he 
Appnidix  to  answered  out  of  eadt  SecUon,  and  others,  as  time  may  permit, 

R«port  OB 

ExuninfttioB  in  .«.«,vv«  • 

*•  KaowUdge  of  SECTIOH  I. 

SinHL^bT  ^'  ^'***-  *^  *^®  principal  bones  of  the  human  skeleton  %    How  are 

VnuMH^wdy,  they  kept  together  at  the  joints ;  and  of  what  substances  are  they 
&t*  composed  ? 

2.  Explain  the  construction  of  the  spine,  or  of  the  hand,  %ad  the 
mechanical  contrivances  for  the  different  movements  which  they  ara 
intended  to  perform. 

3.  How  would  you  judge  of  the  habits  and  food  of  animals  from  their 
jaws  and  teeth  ?     Illustrate  your  answer  by  examples. 

4.  What  are  mnscles  and  tendons,  and  their  uses  in  the  aninml  firamel 
And  in  the  movement  of  one  bone  against  the  other  in  the  joints,  how 
is  it  they  are  not  worn  away  ? 

5.  What  is  the  cause  of  a  defect  in  vision  in  what  are  called  short- 
sighted and  long-sighted  persons,  and  what  kind  of  glasses  are  required 
to  correct  it  in  each  1  What  are  the  purposes  of  the  eyelids  and  eye- 
lashes ? 

6.  Point  out  any  differences  in  the  eyes  and  ears  of  animals  which 
show  adaptation  to  their  respective  wants. 

SECTION  IL 

1.  What  is  the  difference  between  an  artery  and  a  rein,  between 
arterial  and  venous  blood ;  and  why  is  the  cutting  or  rupture  of  an 
artery  more  dangerous  than  a  vein  9 

2.  Give  your  reasons  for  thinking  that  exercise  is  necessary,  and 
generally  beneficial  to  all  the  animal  functions. 

3.  What  is  meant  by  respiration  )  Explain  how  the  chest  expands 
and  contracts  in  this  process?  And  in  what  does  the  air  breathed  out 
from  the  lungs  differ  from  common  atmosphere  air  ?  What  experiment 
would  show  this ) 

4.  Does  the  blood  undergo  any,  and  what  change  in  circulating 
through  the  body  1  And  explain  the  functions  of  the  hearty  arteries, 
and  veins  in  this  circulation. 

5.  What  are  the  properties  of  milk  as  a  food,  and  the  substances  it 
contains  9     Is  it  equally  good  at  all  periods  of  life  1 

6.  What  analogy  is  there  between  the  blood  of  animals  and  the  sap 
of  vegetables )  in  each  case  mention  as  many  substances  as  yon  can 
for  forming  which  they  must  contain  the  materials  9 

BKOTION  m. 

1.  What  are  the  constituent  parts  of  the  atmosphere?  How  are  they 
combined,  and  in  what  way  are  they  subservient  to  the  wants  of  animal 
and  vegetable  life  ? 

2.  What  is  meant  by  the  specific  gravity  of  bodies;  and  under  what 
conditions  is  water  taken  as  the  standard  ?  How  would  yon  ascertain 
the  specific  gravity  of  substances  heavier  and  lighter  than  water  ? 

3.  Explain  the  principle  and  construction  of  the  common  barometer; 
when  the  mercury  stands  at  28*7  inches,  at  what  altitude  would  ihs 
water  stand  in  a  water  barometer  ? 

4.  Describe  a  common  suction  pump  or  syphon;  and  explain  the 
principle  of  their  action  ? 

5.  A  vessel  will  float  on  water  whose  specific  gravity  is  1,  with  a 
ftnrden  of  200  tons  :  what  weight  of  cargo  would  it  carry  if  flcNited  on 
•ea  water  whoso  specific  gcarity  is  1'036--h»c  on  mercnty  t 
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•aonoHiT.  A»fw«K 

1.  What  is  meant  by  the  tei:ms  "warm"  and  "cold 5*  and  whyA|j«idUto 
do  not  all  substanceiT  ol  the  same  temperature  feel  equally  00  when  g22,2i<m  ia 
touched  f  •<  KBo^l«dg«  •! 

2.  What  is  the  general  effect  which  heat  has  upon  natter;  and  what  Mpmoa 

Are  the  different  ways  in  which  solid  and  fluid  bodies  are  heated  f   ^      WHuM^SMdf 

9.  What  are  the  phenomena  attending  the  melting  of  ice,  and  heating  ^,  ^' 

the  water  till  it  boils  away  in  steam  f 

4.  Explain  how  dew  is  formed,  and  its  effects  on  regetable  life.  Why 
does  it  not  &11  equally  on  giaas  and  grayel  t 

£•  What  is  meant  by  the  number  of  inches  of  rain  whicfa  M  during 
the  year  at  any  particular  place ;  and  how  is  this  ascertained  t 

6.  What  IS  meant  by  the  solvent  power  of  water  t  Enumerate  the 
tubstances  you  know  to  be  soWent  in  it  How  does  it  affect  the  growth 
of  plants  and  animals  ? 

SoHOOLinsTBissxa. 

lloBJf  ISO. — Thr^e  hour$  aUowed  far  thU  Paper.      Two  Q^ediwu  to  hi 

Qgmmtd  cmt  ofdoA  Section,  and  cthrn'M,  oiUmimajfpermU. 

saonov  i. 

1.  Define  the  following  words: — skill — ^industry— economy  and 
forethought — ^wealUi — ^money — and  illustrate  your  answer  by  their  ap« 
plication  in  matters  of  social  life. 

2.  What  are  the  principal  conditions  of  industrial  success  among  the 
labouring  dassoSj  and  wluit  kind  of  training  in  early  life  is  most  likely 
to  lead  to  ill 

3.  What  are  the  adrantages  of  paying  ready  money  in  your  deelings, 
and  the  disadyantages  of  the  contrary  practice  I 

4.  What  are  the  advantages  of  clothiuff  dubs  for  the  labouring 
frhiwfffl,  and  how  ought  they  to  be  conducted  ? 

SECTION  n. 

1.  What  are  the  necessary  conditions  of  a  oottage,  in  order  that  it 
may  be  healthy  and  comfortable  f  What  is  the  use  of  a  fire-place  in  a 
bed-room? 

2.  Give  some  of  the  various  ways  with  which  you  are  acquainted  of 
preserving  meat  or  vegetables,  so  as  to  lay  them  up  in  store  for  future 
use. 

3.  Of  the  modes  of  cooking  animal  food — ^roasting,  boiling,  stewing — 
which  do  you  consider  the  most  economical,  and  why  1 

4.  What  are  the  nutritive  properties  of  milk )  Expbiin  the  processes 
of  making  butter  and  cheese,  and  the  way  in  which  they  must  be  treated 
in  order  to  make  them  keep. 

5.  What  do  you  consider  a  proper  and  economical  diet  table,  for  a 
wec(k,  for  a  family,  consisting  of  a  man,  his  wife,  and  four  children; 
earnings,  twelve  shillings  a*week  ? 

8B<;rioN  m. 

1.  What  is  the  difference  between  an  artery  and  a  vein — ^between 
arterial  and  venous  blood  ? — and  why  is  the  cutting  or  rupture  of  an 
artery  more  dangerous  than  a  vein  f 

2.  Does  the  blood  undergo  any  and  what  change  in  circulating 
through  the  body?  and  explwi  the  functiotts  of  the  hearty  arteries^  ana 
yeiiM  m  ihe  oirculation* 
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Appendix  K.       3.  What  are  muscles,  tendons,  and  nerves,  and  their  nses  in  the 
Appendix  to      animal  frame  1 

Kcport  on  4.  How  would  you  treat  a  scald  or  a  bum  1 

.Examination  in      Q^  (jjy^  jq^j,  reasons  for  thinking  that  exercise  is  neceaary  and 
commai*^  ^*  °  generally  beneficial  for  health. 

^Dgs, "  by  6.  What  are  the  ad^-antages  of  cleaning  the  teeth  daily;  and  what 

wm.M*Creedy,  ^^e  the  disadvantages  of  losing  them,  or  of  their  decaying  in  early 
^*  life  ? 


Apternoon.— 2Vo  ffours  and  a-half  aUoioed  for  this  Paper.  Tmo 
Queitiom  to  Ic  answered  out  of  each  Section^  and  others,  as  time  may 
permit. 

8KCTI05  I. 

1.  Draw  out  a  series  of  lessons  on  domestic  economy,  such  as  yon 
think  would  prove  useful  to  the  elder  girls  of  your  school,  and  describe 
one  lesson  in  the  way  vou  judge  necessary  to  impart  it. 

2.  In  what  respect  do  you  perceive  the  homes  of  your  scholars  to  be 
.  deficient,  and  the  teaching  of  your  school  to  act  as  a  remedy  % 

3.  Describe  the  manner  in  which  you  conduct  the  needle- work  of  your 
school.  What  distinction  do  you  make  between  the  useful  and  the  6incy 
work  which  the  children  do  ? 

4.  Give  an  outline  uf  a  lesson  on  soap,  and  its  uses. 

5.  Give  your  reasons  (if  any)  for  regarding  a  popular  knowledge  of 
'  the  atmosphere,  water,  heat,  gases,  animal  economy,  &c.,  as  not  on- 
suited  to  girls.  ^ 

BSCTIOir  IL 

1.  What  is  meant  by  "hard  and  soft"  water  ?  what  is  the  cause  of 
it  ?  and  what  arc  the  effects  of  hard  water  in  cooking  and  washing! 

2.  What  kind  of  substances  ar*  removed  by  filtering  and  by  boiling 
water?     Explain  tho  process  in  both  cases. 

3.  Why  do  woollen  things  shrink  when  washed  1 

4.  What  are  the  advantages  of  woollen  and  cotton  things  as  clothing 
for  the  labouring  classes,  over  linen  ?  and  why  is  cotton  preferred  in  a 
warm  climate] 

5.  What  is  the  best  tea-pot  to  use,  and  why  ? 


APPENDIX  C. 

Address  of  Lord  AsnBURTOK,  to  the  Elementary  SonooLKASTEU 
assembled  at  Winchester,  on  Friday,  December  16,  1853. 

Lord  Ashburton  rose  and  said — I  rejoice  to  see  so  large  an  assem- 
blage on  this  occasion.  I  cannot  but  consider  it  as  a  token  of  the  interest 
generally  felt  in  education,  as  well  as  a  proof  of  the  favour  with  which 
you  are  disposed  to  rci^ard  an  attempt  to  diffuse  the  knowledge  of  com- 
mon things.  Before,  however,  I  lay  any  statement  before  you,  let  me 
thank  Mr.  Brookfield,  who  has  given  me  this  opportunity  of  meeting 
the  schoolmasters  of  his  extensive  district  face  to  face.  I  should  otherwise 
have  been  obliged  to  resort  to  writing,  and  should  have  been  prevented 
from  adding  the  many  explanations  which,  in  the  course  of  these  pro- 
ceedings, may  bo  found  desirable. 

In  the  cordial  and  complimentary  letter  which  has  just  been  read  from 
the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese,  my  project  is  spoken  of  as  a  new  one.  Now 
I  am  anxious  to  disclaim  all  pretensions  to  novelty  or  originality  of  any 
kind  ;  my  desire  is  to  see  extended  to  every  village  school  on  a  lower, 
and  therefore  easier,  scale  that  which  has  been  found  to  succeed  admirably 
at  King's  Sombome.    The  labourers'  children  who  have  been  there 
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educated  are  more  docile,  more  rapid^  more  ingenioas  in  their  work,  Afpkidix  IL 
more  comfortable  in  their  homes,  more  contented  with  their  lot,  for  the  Append  to 
training  they  hare  undergone.    Mj  desire  is,  through  your  interposition,  Report  on 
to   diffuse  these  advantages  among  the  thousands  whose  welfare  is  £Mniin»tton  in 
dependent  on  you.     I  have  arrived  at  these  views  by  no  process  of  commOT*^ 
theoretical  reasoning,  but  by  positive  personal  experience.  thingi,''bj 

Between  Eton  and  Oxford  I  studied  six  months  at  the  University  of  Wm.M'Crwdyt 
Geneva.  I  did  not,  indeed,  learn  much,  but  my  eyes  were  opened  to  ^* 
mark  and  understand  what  had  before  passed  unheeded.  Faculties  were 
called  into  play  which  lay  till  then  undeveloped,  and  I  found  my  mind 
ripen  more  rapidly  during  these  few  months  than  in  years  previous ; 
and  now,  advancing  in  age,  I  still  continue  to  add  more  and  more  to  my 
knowledge  by  the  application  of  the  general  principles  of  common  things 
"which  I  there  learned.  But  I  will  detain  you  no  further  on  preliminary 
ground  ;  I  will  proceed  at  once  to  read  the  scheme  of  prizes  and  the 
conditions  on  which  they  are  to  be  competed  for,  together  with  such 
explanations  as  are  necessary  to  convey  my  objects. 

SCHSME. 

At  the  examination  for  registration  at  Easter,  1854,  Lord  Ashburton 
*  proposes  to  offer  seven  prices,  to  be  adjudged,  as  early  as  conveniently 
may  be  afterwards,  by  certain  of  Her  Majesty's  Inspectors,  upon  the 
terms  and  in  manner  following,  viz. : — 

One  student's  prize  of  £8,  for  aUamment  in  the  knowledge  of  common 
things,  open  exclusively  to  students,  of  at  least  one  year's  standing,  at 
the  Wolvesey  Male  Training  School,  Winchester,  and  to  such  actual 
schoolmasters  as,  having  completed  their  training  at  that  Institution, 
shall  have  left  it  within  a  twelvemonth  previous  to  the  time  of  com- 
petition. 

Two  teachers'  prizes,  of  £15  and  £7  respectively,  for  qualification 
and  success  as  teachers  of  common  things,  open  to  all  schoolmasters — 
whether  trained  or  not — of  Church-schools  liable  to  inspection  in  Hants 
or  Wilts,  who  shall  have  kept  their  present  schools  for  not  less  than 
nine  months  previous  to  the  time  of  competition,  and  shall  retain  them 
three  months  later. 

At  the  Easter  examination,  a  period  not  exceeding  one  day  will  be 
devoted  to  a  paper,  and,  if  practicable,  viva  voce  examination,  also  to  all 
competitors  alike,  whether  for  students'  or  teachers'  prizes.  The  student 
who  obtains  the  greatest  number  of  marks  above  a  minimum  will  ob- 
tain the  student's  prize.  Such  teachers  as  reach  or  exceed  a  previously 
fixed  minimum  of  marks  at  this  examination  will  probably  be  visited 
afterwards  at  their  respective  schools,  where  they  will  be  able  to  afford 
evidence  of  their  quality  and  sucoess  as  teachers,  and  where  such 
evidence  will  be  chiefly  looked  for  in  the  actual  intelligence  and  attain- 
ment of  the  children  in  the  subjects  under  consideration. 

In  the  distant  possibility  of  the  fixed  minimum  of  marks  not  being 
obtained  for  either  attainment  or  teachership  by  the  respective  com- 
petitors, the  respective  prize  or  prizes  will  not  be  adjudged. 

Precisely  similar  prizes,  on  terms  (mtUatis  mtUandis)  precisely  similar, 
will  be  offered  to  the  students  at  the  Salisbury  Female  Trainiug  School, 
and  to  the  schoolmistresses  of  Hants  and  Wilts. 

One  teacher's  prize  of  £10  will  be  offered  for  competition  by  teachers 
(malo  or  female)  of  schools  open  to  inspection  in  Hants  and  Wilts,  but 
not  of  the  Church  of  England.  The  paper  part  of  the  examination  for 
this  prize  to  be  taken  at  the  same  time  and  place  as  the  others ;  and 
the  schools  of  the  competitors  to  be  afterward^  visited;  and  their  papers 
revised  by  the  appropriate  Inspector. 
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Ammrx  K.       It  is  to  be  distinetl j  undeTstood  that  this  sclieme  is,  for  tli#  prewt^ 
Ap^ndiTto      experimental  and  provisionarj,  and  subject  to  an j  modifications  whieh, 
Ji^pott  on         After  Easter,  18d4,  niaj  seem  expedient  to  the  promoter. 
* r  ^°r^^  »      Sach,  gentlemen,  b  the  scheme  which  I  have  been  recoramended,  for 
oomiwii  *^®  present^  to  adopt,  and  soch  the  prises  which  I  venture  to  offer  for 

ihinst,**  hj  yonr  competition.  But  you  are  entitled  to  know  more :  yes  hare  a 
Wm.ll*GrMdj,  right  to  know  tbo  objects  which  I  have  in  view ;  you  have  a  right  to 
^*  be  assured  that  I  have  not  lightly  and  inoonstdexately  taken  upon 

myself  the  part  of  interfering  in  your  pursuits. 

The  first  person  whom  I  consulted  on  the  subject  was  Ifr.  BiookfiM; 
and  you  see  him  now  by  my  side,  cordially  assisting  me  with  his 
approval  and  oo-opemtion. 

I  have  further  consulted  the  Dean  of  Herefbrd^  and  I  am  happy  to 
say  that  he  has  already  announced  prises  of  the  same  nature  lor  the 
county  of  Hereford,  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Henry,  of  Haffield. 

8ir  J.  Kay  Shuttleworth  has  also  given  me  his  advice,  and  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  both  he  and  Miss  Burdett  Ooutts,  Lord  lAusdownei 
and  Lord  Granville,  intend  to  offer  similar  prises  in  their  respective 
localities.. 

I  have,  moreover,  the  sanction  of  the  Oouncils  of  the  Diocesaa  Traimng 
Schools  of  Winchester  and  Salisbury,  as  well  as  the  cordial  approval  el 
the  Bishop  and  Dean  of  Winchester,  and  of  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury. 

It  is  with  confidence  therefore  that  I  turn  to  you,  and  crave  your 
assistance  in  this  good  work  of  diffusing  among  the  people  a  knowledge 
of  the  principles  of  common  things^  for  in  doing  so,  you  will  hy  down 
still  broader  and  more  enduring  foundations  for  the  inculcation  of  piety 
and  submission  to  the  divine  will. 

When  we  teach  the  child  that  the  stars  which  spangle  the  sky  are 
worlds  mightier  than  this,  that  they  are  inhabited,  probably,  by  God's 
creatures,  in  number  beyond  conception;  and  that  nevertheless  the 
Creator  of  all  this,  watches  over  his  every  thought,  word,  and  actioBi 
with  the  tender  concern  of  a  parent,  can  we  do  otherwise  than  elevate 
his  soul  by  the  inspirations  of  duty  and  of  love  ? 

I  do  not  require  you  to  remit  in  the  slightest  degree  your  attention 
to  the  mechanical  arts  of  writing  and  reading,  or  the  practice  of  aridi« 
metic ;  but  I  do  ask  you  to  turn  your  attention,  and  the  attention  of 
your  scholars,  to  the  acquirement,  at  the  same  time,  of  other  prtnciplee 
of  knowledge,  which  will  continue  fruitful  of  improvement,  as  readinf^ 
and  writing  are  fruitful  of  improvement,  in  afterlife. 

I  ask  you  to  show,  not  only  by  your  lessons  in  school,  but  still  mora 
powerfully  by  your  example  out  of  school,  how  the  garden  can  best  b« 
cultivatea ;  how  the  dwelling  may  be  most  efficiently  and  economically 
warmed  and  ventilated ;  upon  what  principles  food  and  clothing  should 
be  selected ;  how  chronic  ailments  may  be  averted  by  timely  attention 
to  premonitory  symptoms,  and  recourse  to  the  physician.  Yon  can 
teach  the  measurement  of  work,  the  use  of  the  lever,  the  pulley,  and 
the  windlass ;  you  can,  in  short,  expound  those  methods  suggested  by 
ever-advancing  science,  by  which  toil  may  be  lightened,  and  subsistence 
ecoDomized.    All  this  is  capable  of  being  taught^  and  well  taught 

Why  is  one  mother  of  a  feimily  a  better  economist  than  another  f 
Why  can  one  live  in  abundance,  where  another  starves  Y  Why,  in 
similar  dwellings,  are  the  children  of  one  parent  healthy,  of  the  other 
puny  and  ailing  1  Why  can  this  labourer  do  with  ease  a  task  which 
would  kill  his  fellow?  It  ia  not  luck  nor  chance  that  decides  these  diffin 
rehces;  it  is  the  patient  observation  of  nature,  that  has  snggerted  t9 
some  gifted  minds  rules  for  thdr  guidance^  which  have  escaped  Iht 
heedlessness  of  others. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1854.]  of  National  £dueaiiM  in  »4taind.  636 

Why  sLooId  not  tbeae  rules,  systematized  by  scieocey  illastrated  by  Amwtmxi:.    ^ 

your  didactic  powers — wby  should  not  they  be  imparted  to  the  pupiU  j^^p^^^^ 

of  yoar  schools,  to  enable  youth  to  start  at  once  with  the  experience  of  Report  on 

age  1  or  if  this  be  not  in  erery  case  possible,  why  should  not  all  be  Examhi»t!(m  ia 

tauffht  betimes  to  read  those  lessons  in  the  book  of  nature  from  which  1*  ^^^    ** 

t  I'll  "111  A  common 

Bome  have  deriyed  such  unquestionable  advantage  1  things,**  by 

Remember  that  it  is  by  the  daily  use  of  the  powers  of  nature,  that  Jjfni.M*Cft»«4J, 
man  feeds,  and  clothes,  and  houses  himself.     He  employs  fire  in  a  huo-  ^* 
dred  ways  for  a  hundred  purposes ;  why  should  he  not  be  taught  th« 
doctrine  of  heat  1  for  some  purposes  he  may  learn  to  nse  it  better ;  hd 
may  learn  to  nse  it  for  more* 

Again,  he  passes  the  livelong  day  in  the  application  of  the  mechanical 
iK>wer8 ;  why  should  he  not  be  instructed  in  their  principles  also  t  It 
18  true  that  princes  in  this  land  are  ignorant  of  them  as  well  as  peasants. 
In  this  progressire  oonntry,  we  neglect  that  knowledge  in  which  thera 
is  progress,  to  devote  ourselves  to  those  branches  in  which  we  ar9 
scarcely,  if  at  all,  superior  to  our  ancestors.  In  this  practical  oonntry, 
the  knowledge  which  gives  power  over  nature  is  left  to  be  picked  up 
by  chance  on  a  mau's  way  through  life.  In  this  religious  country,  th« 
knowledge  of  God*s  works  forms  no  part  of  the  education  of  the  people, 
no  part  even  of  the  accomplishments  of  a  gentleman  ;  but  this  judicial 
blindness  cannot  much  longer  exist.  If  we  wish  to  hold  our  rank  among^ 
nations,  if  we  intend  to  maintain  that  manufacturing  ascendency  which 
is  the  chief  source  of  our  national  strength,  we  must  carry  this  study  of 
common  things  not  only  into  the  schools  of  the  poor,  but  into  our  coUegetf 
and  universities. 

But  there  is  still  another  consideration  which  I  would  &in  pladi 
before  you.  A  knowledge  of  the  principles  on  which  he  has  to  act  will 
sweeten  to  the  labourer  and  to  the  mechanic  their  daily  toil.  What  is 
it  that  gives  such  a  zest  to  our  national  games  as  to  divert  men  from 
the  due. prosecution  of  their  business?  There  is  at  least  as  much  labour 
in  cricket  and  foot-ball,  as  in  ploughing  or  carpentering,  but  there  comes 
in  addition  to  the  labour,  that  which  extracts  all  that  it  has  of  repulsive 
or  irksome — there  comes  the  pleasurable  development  of  skill  and 
ingenuity.  Why  should  we  not  then  put  the  labourer  in  the  position 
to  develop  his  skill  and  ingenuity,  and  thus  enable  him  to  sweeten  his 
daily  toil )  At  present  he  drudges  through  his  allotted  task  more  like 
a  machine -than  an  intelligent  being.  He  just  does  what  others  have 
done  before  him,  he  knows  not  why.  But  inform  his  mind,  bring  his 
head  to  bear  as  well  as  his  hands — to  the  pleasurable  excitement  of 
developed  ingenuity  and  contrivance  add  the  still  more  pleasurable 
eonsciousness  of  exerted  power — let  him  feel  that  he  may  out  of  his 
own  resources  master  difficulties,  and  possibly  invent  new  processes— 
that  man  will  raise  his  head  more  proudly;  he  will  feel  the  self-respect  of  a 
higher  occupation ;  he  will  put  his  heart  into  his  work ;  he  will  do 
what  he  does  better ;  he  will  earn  not  only  more  for  himself,  but  more 
for  his  master,  and  for  his  country.*  But  this  is  not  all :  the  habit  of 
self-reliance,  the  sportive  interest  which  he  takes  in  the  use  of  hill 

*  The  operatives  of  our  great  towns  have  long  felt  the  degradation  of  the 
mechanical  drudgery  to  which  they  think  themselves  condemned ;  they  feel  a 
craving  for  some  rntellectual  pursuit  which  sliall  beguile  its  monotony ;  hut  their 
straggles  for  relief  have  ta'ien  a  wrong  direction.  They  have  sought  to  develop 
their  understandings  in  something  out  of  and  above  their  daily  occupation. 
Instead  of  first  mastering  the  principles  which  governed  its  exercise,  they  have 
thought  only  of  quitting  their  own  sphere,  under  the  notion  that  they  can  only 
raise  themselves  by  doing  that  which  those  above  them  do,  and  learning  that 
which  those  above  them  learn ;  whereas  that  which  really  elevates  a  man  is  ths 
eultivatioa  of  mind,  which  follows  upon  its  enlightened  applicAtion  to  his  work« 
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ArrENDix  K.  awakened  facoltieB  will  not  only  prosper  his  work  in  good  times,  but  it 
Appendiz  to  *  ^^^^  brace  bis  spirits,  and  nerve  his  resolution  to  bear  up  againat  mis- 
lUport  on  fortune.  When  engaged  in  the  contest  of  life,  with  the  thousand  material 
JxMninAtion  in  difficulties  wbich  perplex  the  most  fortunate,  which  is  the  happier  loil 
eommon  *  ^*  ^^  *^®  ^^*  of  the  man  who  folds  his  arms  in  the  helplessness  of  ignorance, 
things,'*  hj  or  of  him  who  battles  it  out  by  the  exercise  of  his  mental  fEiculties  to 
Wm.M'Cx«od7,  ^^  i^gt  ^  Whose  courage  is  the  most  tried,  whose  nerves  the  most 
^*  worn,  who  suffers  the  bitterest  mental  conflict — the  soldier  standing  at 

ease  under  fire,  or  the  soldier  engaged  in  death-struggle  with  hi^^ 

enem  J 1 
If,  therefore,  we  wish  to  consult  the  happiness  of  the  rising  geners- 

tion,  let  us  put  them  in  a  condition  to  give  battle  to  the  ills  which 

encompass  them,  to  employ  all  the  powers  of  their  mind»  all  the 

resources  of  their  imagination ;  so  shall  we  substitute,  in  times  of 

difficulty  and  distress,  manly  confidence  and  cheerfid  alacrity  for  the 

sullen,  spiteful  moodiness  of  despair. 

But  there  is  another  class  of  common  things  to  whicb  I  have  not 

alluded,  the  ignorance  of  which  bears  still  more  weightily  on  the  wel- 

hie  of  society. 

A  friend  of  mine  heard  a  village  dame  observe,  a  few  days  agO| 

*'  I  should  like  to  know  why  they  have  gone  and  raised  the  price  of 

Is  it  right,  I  would  ask  yon,  that  the  poor  should  be  left  under  the 
impression  that  they  owe  the  price  of  their  food  to  the  baker  or  the 
Government — the  price  of  their  labour  to  the  free  will  of  their 
employer?  Are  such  convictions  as  these  favourable  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  kindly  feelings  essential  to  the  happiness  and  peace  of 
society  1  Do  they  not  encourage  the  pernicious  and  degrading  idea^ 
too  prevalent  among  the  labouring  classes,  that  their  dependence  is 
not  upon  the  God  who  made  them,  and,  through  the  blessings  of  God, 
on  their  own  exertions ;  but  that  their  dependence  is  upon  their  more 
£sbvoured  brethren,  who  have  acquired,  by  their  wealth,  the  power  of 
dealing  with  the  poor  for  good  or  for  evil,  as  it  may  flatter  their  bene- 
volence or  indulge  their  avarice  1 

If  you  want  further  evidence  of  the  evils  of  ignorance  on  this  sub- 
ject, look  at  what  is  now  taking  place  at  Preston :  employers  and 
operatives  are  there  contending  for  mastery,  under  the  fatal  delusion 
that  it  will  be  given  to  the  victor  to  fix  hereafter  for  his  advantage, 
according  to  the  free  dictates  of  his  own  will,  the  future  remuneration 
of  labour.  They  have  persuaded  themselves  that  God  has  so  organized 
society  as  to  leave  the  rate  of  wages  to  be  decided  by  scramble  l^tween 
contending  classes.  They  deem  it  consistent  with  his  wisdom  that  He 
should  introduce  a  certain  element  of  discord  there  where  He  seeks  to 
maintain  harmony  and  peace.  They  think  it  consistent  with  his  justice 
that  He  should  permit  either  masters  or  men  to  ^x  that  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  daprice,  prejudice,  or  interest,  upon  which  the  well-being  of  the 
masses,  and  the  progress  of  mankind  in  wealth  and  civilization  must 
ultimately  depend. 

As  an  illustration  of  this  question,  take  a  leaf  out  of  the  history  of 
Ireland.  The  labourers  there  were  living  on  starvation  wages,  not  on 
account  of  the  tyranny  of  capital,  but  for  the  want  of  capital  to  give 
them  work.  Thousands  were  ready  to  give  their  labour,  with  thank- 
fulness, at  a  trifling  advance  of  pay.  Tempted  by  the  hope  of  gain,  a 
manufacturer  transferred  his  mills  and  machinery  to  this  site  of  che^ 
labour.  He  succeeded  himself ;  for  he  sold  his  goods  as  dear  as  If  as- 
chester-made  goods,  and  he  retained  as  profit  not  only  the  same  profit 
as  that  with  which  the  Manchester  man  was  satisfied,  but  the  entire 
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diflference  between  the  Mancliester  and  Irish  rate  of  wages.     His  A^prwdixK. 
workmen,  also,  were  benefited,  though  in  a  far  slighter  degree.     The  Appe^diTto 
division  of  profits,  therefore,  was  unequal.    This  inequality  was  permis-  Report  on 
sible  indeed  for  a  time  ^it  was  necessary  that  it  should  exist  for  a  time.  Examination  in 
in  order  to  attract  capital  to  Ireland  ;  but  it  would  have  been  inequit-  '^^^^^^^  ^ 
able  that  such  an  inequality  should  have  continued  permanent     It  things,''  bj 
-was  abhorrent  to  God*s  laws  of  the  universe.     Natural  influences  were  Wm.M*CrMdy, 
at  once  called  into  operation  to  interpose  and  redress  it,  and  thej  would  ^* 
have  redressed  it  if  the  ignorant  impatience  of  man,  blind  to  the 
eoonsels  of  God,  had  not  broken  in  with  its  strikes  and  intimidation, 
ruined  the  manufacturer^  and  restored  the  Irish  workmen  to  their  old 
state  of  starvation. 

But  let  ns  now  see  how  Qod*8  laws  would  have  worked.  Allured 
hy  the  prospect  of  equal  profits,  other  manufacturers  would  soon  have 
followed  the  first  adventurer.  New  mills  would  have  required  new 
hands,  and  the  transfer  of  capital  to  Ireland  would  have  continued  at 
a  rate  proportioned  to  the  advantage  to  be  gained  from  it,  until  the 
wages  there  had  been  raised  to  an  equality  with  the  wages  in  England. 
This  is  no  peculiar  case  ;  we  must  not  suppose  that  Qod*s  laws  work 
only  in  Irehind — ^that  they  are  inoperative  at  Preston.  I  believe  that 
hist  year^  as  in  all  times  of  prosperity,  the  level  of  the  master's  profits 
at  Preston  and  at  Wigan  were  rising  above  the  appropriate  rate ;  or, 
in  other  words,  above  the  height  at  which  nature  would  permit  them 
to  remain.  I  conclude  that  such  was  the  case,  not  from  the  use  of  any 
private  or  public  documents,  but  from  the  rapid  increase  of  mills  and 
machinery.  I  saw  that  natural  causes  were  in  operation  to  redress  the 
inequality ;  and  just  as  the  traveller  infers  the  existence  of  crime  in  a 
coon  try  from  the  sight  of  a  gaUows^  so  I  inferred  that  the  master  had 
too  large  a  share  of  profits,  because  I  saw  the  hand  of  God  at  work  to 
diminish  those  profits.  God  does  not  work  as  men  do,  by  violence  and 
coercion.  He  does  not  convulse  society  by  his  renovations  and  repar- 
atory  measures  ;  He  acts  by  the  infallible  but  peaceable  influences  of 
self-interest,  arising  out  of  the  very  evils  to  be  redressed.  The  inor- 
dinate profits  of  the  masters  were  causing  the  rapid  erection  of  new 
mills,  of  new  machinery ;  more  hands  would  have  been  required  to 
work  them^  and  more  hands  were  only  to  be  obtained  at  increased 
wages. 

But  all  this  is  now  at  an  end.  Who  will  build  mills  to  be  worked 
how  and  when  i{  may  please  a  trades*  union  committee  to  dictate  ?  The 
manufacturer  must  divide  higher  profits;  that  is  to  say,  he  must  neces- 
sarily receive  a  higher  share  in  the  division  of  the  profits  with  his 
men,  in  order  to  ensure  him  against  such  disasters  as  this.  The  men 
are,  therefore,  actually  busy  in  raising  the  master's  share  to  the  diminu- 
tion of  their  own.  Add  to  this,  that  they  are  driving  the  capital  into 
other  employments,  which  would  have  come  in  to  compete  for  their 
services  and  raise  their  wages. 

In  the  last  naval  war  in  which  we  were  engaged,  there  was  one 
occasion,  I  remember,  on  which,  in  order  to  spite  their  captain,  the 
men  refused  to  stand  by  their  guns,  and  received  each  broadside  that 
shattered  their  decks  with  cheers  of  savage  exultation.  I  fear  we  havo 
arrived  at  some  such  mad  condition  of  miod  at  this  moment  England 
is  engaged  in  a  death-struggle  even  now  with  the  other  nations  of  the 
worla  foi  manufacturing  ascendency,  and  a  pdrtion  of  her  children  are 
looking  with  complacency  upon  the  fearful  breach  made  in  her  resources 
and  her  credit — a  breach  wrought  not  by  an  enemy^  but  by  their  own 
suicidal  acts. 

If  acb|  however,  as  we  must  deplore  this  fatal  ignorance  and  its  con- 
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^w*^****  ieqnenoei^  it  is  Imposeible  to  refuse  our  sympathy  to  the  motives  vMch 
Appokdtx  to     ftctnate  the  krge  majority  of  those  now  engaged  in  the  contest. 
Baport  op  The  people  of  Preston  are  enduring  privation  not  for  their  own  sake 

J|*™*™|*J^  "^  ®^^y»  ^^^  ^^^  *^®  emancipation,  as  they  think,  of  their  whole  class 
eommon**  *  ^^^^^  *^®  tyranny  of  their  employers.  They  are  animated,  nuuiy  of 
thiqgi,"  b/  them,  by  feelings  as  chivalrous,  as  noble,  as  any  which  prompted  the 
Wm.M*C»edy.  heroism  of  the  Tyrolese  Hoffer  or  the  Swiss  William  Tell ;  and  all  for  no 
^'  purpose.     It  is  for  a  mere  delusion  that  they  not  only  sacrifice  their 

present  comfort  and  their  future  health ;  but  as  the  Israelites  of  old 
passed  their  children  throngh  the  fire  to  win  the  favour  of  Moloch  or 
Ashtaroth,  so  they  are  passing  their  diildren  through  the  farnaoe  of 
affliction,  disease,  and  want,  to  win  the  interposition  of  a  principle  just 
as  filse,  just  as  delusive.  Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  this  conteel^ 
there  will  be  no  peace,  no  harmonious  cooperation  of  classes,  until  the 
delusion  is  dispelled,  until  the  operatives  are  convinced  that  no  master, 
BO  capitalist,  is  arbiter  of  their  destiny ;  that  it  is  not  within  the  power 
of  one  manufacturer,  or  of  any  set  of  mann&oturers,  permanently  to 
raise  or  lower  the  remuneration  of  labour.  There  is  little  new  in  the 
world ;  ignorvice  is  ever  producing  the  same  wild  straggles,  under  the 
influence  of  delusive  hope  or  delusive  fear.  This  strike  is  but  the  old 
story  which  comes  again  and  again  in  the  social  history  of  mankind. 
The  mob  of  Petersburgh  thought  the  cholera  the  work  of  thephysicians^ 
and  they  murdered  the  physicians.  Under  the  same  affliction,  the 
mob  of  Paris  thought  that  the  priests  had  poisoned  the  wells,  and  they 
murdered  the  priests.  The  mob  at  Milan  thought  that  the  com-daalers 
had  produced  the  famine,  and  they  murdered  the  corn-dealers ;  and 
now  the  operatives  of  England  think  that  the  masters  regulate  wages, 
and  they  determine  to  bind  them  hand  and  foot  by  restrictions  more 
fatal  to  industry  than  the  worst  feudal  restrictions  of  the  dark  ages,  in 
order  that  they  may  exercise  that  power  themselves.  But  wages  are 
not  things  to  be  scrambled  for,  they  are  regukted  by  the  known  and 
well-advised  laws  of  nature — laws  which  cannot  be  departed  from 
without  introducing  confusion  and  mischief.  Still  less  can  the  restric- 
tions be  introduced  with  impunity  which  (vush  the  improvement  of 
the  operative,  by  the  imposition  of  equal  wages  on  the  diligent  and  the 
idle,  on  the  skilful  and  the  unskilled,  whtch  crush  the  enterprise  of  the 
masters,  by  exacting  such  increase  of  wages  for  new  articles,  or  im- 
proved construction  of  old  articles,  as  to  defeat  all  hopes  of  advantage. 

Having  given  you  this  inadequate  exposition  of  the  advantages  to 
be  deriv^  from  the  knowledge  of  common  things,  I  must  now  proceed 
to  inform  you  why  I  have  distinguished,  in  the  assignment  of  prizes, 
the  merits  of  the  scholar  and  of  the  teacher.  I  have  done  so  in  order 
to  £Bimiliarize  to  the  youngest  among  you  this  important  truth,  that  no 
knowledge,  however  profound,  can  constitute  a  teacher.  A  teacher 
must  have  knowledge,  as  an  orator  must  have  knowledge,  as  a  builder 
must  have  the  materials  with  which  he  is  to  build ;  but,  as  in  choosing 
the  builder  of  my  house  I  do  not  select  the  man  who  has  most  materials 
in  his  yard,  but  having  satisfied  myself  that  he  has  enough  for  my 
purpose,  I  proceed  to  select  him  by  reference  to  his  skill,  and  ingenuity, 
and  taste ;  so,  also,  in  testing  an  orator  or  a  teacher,  I  satisfy  myself 
that  they  fulfil  the  comparatively  easy  condition  of  possessing  sufficient 
materials  of  knowledge  with  which  to  work,  I  look  then  to  those  high 
*  and  noble  qualities  which  are  the  characteristics  of  their  peculiar  calling. 

There  were  hundreds  at  Athens  who  knew  more  than  Demosthenes, 
many  that  knew  more  at  Borne  than  Cicero ;  but  there  was  but  one 
Pemosthenes  and  one  Cicero.  Who,  in  speaking  of  these  great  men, 
speaks  of  iheir  knowledge  t      For  these  reasons^  neither  woold  meu 
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speak  of  knowledge  as  the  essential  attribute  of  tLe  teacher*    Tonr  Anvroiz  K. 
business  includes  an  important  part  of  oratory;  jou  liaye  not,  indeed,  Appendix  to 
to  work  on  tbe  passions;  you  have  not  to  subdue  an  antagonist;  but  Rep^on 
you  have  to  reduce  your  ideas  into  the  simplest  and  most  elementary  ^^^™^P|^*"^  ^ 
form;  you  have  to  cnltivate  the  power  of  illustration;  you  mwst  lie  ^^'J^^   *•  " 
fluent,  simple,  graphic,  animated,  judicious,  patient;  vou  must,  more-  things,"  by 
over,  have  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  class  you  address.     It  is  not  Wm.M*CrMir« 
enough  that  you  should  rear  a  new  edifice  of  fresh  knowledge  on  the  ^' 
sur£Gbce  of  the  child's  mind  such  as  you  find  it.    Before  you  attempt  to 
build,  you  must  probe  that  surface,  ascertain  its  nature,  dear  away  rub- 
bish, if  any  such  exist,  with  the  view  of  working  on  a  sure  and  lasting 
fonndation.    Again,  you  must  not  build  too  fast,  lest  the  work  crumble 
as  you  proceed.    The  mere  scholar  has  no  perception  of  all  this;  he 
possesses,  indeed,  the  materials,  but  he  knows  neither  where,  nor  how, 
nor  when  ,to  use  them.     His  knowledge  is  confined  to  himself  alone, 
-while  the  teacher  places  himself  at  once,  by  instinctive  &culty,  in 
mental  relation  with  every  child  of  his  class. 

I  am  anxious,  therefore,  to  impress  on  your  minds  that  an  acquaint- 
ance with  the  subjects  you  have  to  teach  forms  but  a  small  part  of  the 
qualifications  which,  as  teachers,  you  have  to  acquire.  I  wish  to  warn 
JOU  against  the  mistake  of  expending  upon  unnecessary  attainments 
time  which  ought  to  be  devoted  to  tne  essential  attributes  of  your 
especial  calling. 

But  there  is  still  another  point  to  which,  as  teachers,  your  attention 
should  be  directed,  and  that  is,  to  the  due  selection  of  the  things  to  be 
taught.  I  have  spoken  hitherto  only  of  your  duties  to  yourselves.  I 
come  now  to  the  more  important  consideration  of  your  duty  to  your 
pupils. 

Let  me  take  a  case — ^that  of  geography.  It  is  desirable  that  a  child 
should  have  a  genend  knowledge  of  the  structure  of  the  world.  He  is 
shown  on  the  globe  the  comparative  masses  of  sea  and  water;  he  learns 
that  all  that  is  coloured  as  bud  b  like  that  which  he  inhabits,  save, 
perhaps,  that  the  mountains  are  higher,  the  rivers  broader,  the  climate 
hotter.  '  By  all  this  he  profits.  He  gets  a  general  notion  of  the  earth, 
a  notion  of  the  position  of  our  colonies,  a  notion  of  the  relative  size  and 
distance  of  France  and  Spain;  he  has,  moreover,  acquired  these  notions 
himself,  by  the  use  of  his  own  eyes,  not  through  the  medium  of  your 
words. 

But  if  you  go  further,  and  insist  that  he  should  learn  the  names  of 
these  several  mountains  and  islands — names  which  convey  no  ideas, 
present  no  image,  but  have  only  been  applied  at  haphazard,  to  enable 
the  inhabitants  to  describe  their  own  country  one  to  another, — you  just 
load  his  memory  to  no  purpose  with  nnconnected,  and,  therefore,  barren 
&cts;  barren,  because  demanding  no  assent,  leading  to  no  comparison, 
serving  no  purpose  of  illustration,  they  call  forth  no  action  of  the 
remaining  fiMulties  of  the  mind. 

And  here  let  me  remind  you,  that  it  should  be  your  especial  caie  not 
to  overtask  one  faculty;  but,  in  conformity  with  the  training  of  nature, 
you  should  develop  all — ^the  practical  and  the  reflective, — as  well  as  the 
memory.  Yon  should  remember  that  you  are  obliged  to  overburthen 
the  memory,  by  the  necessity  of  imparting  the  use  of  reading,  writing, 
and  by  the  earlier  rudiments  of  summing,  as  this  last  subject  is  in 
general  taught  While  tbe  memory  is  being  worked  in  retaining  these 
mechanical  processes,  the  other  faculties  renuun  almost  dormant  Yonr 
business,  therefore,  is  so  to  select  the  other  branches  of  instruction  as  to 
spare  the  memo^,  and  to  develop  the  comparatively  unused  fMsoIties. 
This  you  can  eminently  saoceed  in  doing  by  opening  the  miadt  of  your 
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Appexsxx  K.  pupils,  to  reflect  and  reason  npon  tbe  thousand  natural  and  social  pbe- 
ADDendix  to  oomena  which  encompass  their  infant  life.  Yon  can,  moreover,  instil 
Bep^  on  into  them  a  hisibit  of  observation  and  reflection,  which  is  a  tliocsand 
ExMBinatioii  in  tiiAes  more  valuable  than  any  mass  of  facts,  however  important,  deduced 
•ommon*^  ^^  ^^®™  *^®  observations  and  reflections  of  others.  What  you  have  to 
thing!.*' bj  teach  is  not  merely  to  learn  and  repeat;  what  yon  have  to  teach  is 
Wm.M*Creed7,  how  to  think  and  do.  Life  is  not  a  thing  to  be  known ;  life  is  itself 
^'  an  act. 

I  reeard  it  as  a  futile  excuse,  and  as  a  misleading  illustration,  that^ 
in  teaching  this  multitude  of  facts,  we  only  scatter  seeds  over  the  boy's 
mind,  for  the  chance  of  those  which  are  congenial  finding  root,  And 
flourishing.  We  do  not  merely  scatter  these  seeds;  if  we  did  only  just 
present  them,  to  be  taken  or  not,  as  nature  prompted,  no  harm  could 
ensue, — we  should  act  as  nature  herself  acts;  but  we  do  more;  we 
force  our  facts  upon  the  child's  memory;  we  do  that  which  a  poulterer 
does  to  the  fowls  he  fattens, — he  takes  them  and  crams  them  with  the 
food  he  has  prepared  himself.  So  these  poor  children  are  crammed 
"viath  crude,  nauseating  facts,  to  the  extinction  of  their  natural  appetite 
for  knowledge,  and  the  bounteous  designs  of  God  are,  by  the  folly  of 
man,  rendered  of  no  avail. 

Not  only  is  the  mind  weakened  by  this  process,  but  1  doubt  if  it  be 
not  also,  to  some  extent,  thereby  demoralized;  for  this,  like  every  other 
kind  of  what  is  called  smattering,  has  a  tendency  to  inflate  the  mind 
with  false  notions  of  superiority,  without  imparting  at  the  same  time, 
the  cultivating  influences,  and  characteristic  diffidence  of  real  know- 
ledge. 

I  will  ask  you,  therefore,  to  seek,  so  far  as  is  practicable,  to  pre- 
sent to  your  pupils  those  facts  only  which  are  suggestive  of  thought  or 
action,  facts  grouped  together  by  essential  analogies  and  resemblances. 
Depend  upon  it,  they  will  not  pass  away  from  their  memories.  Nature 
soon  discards  what  is  not  used,  whether  it  be  a  muscle  of  the  frame 
or  a  faculty  of  the  mind,  or  a  fkct  stored  up  in  the  memoiy ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  strengthens  and  amplifies  what  is  used. 

After  these  remarks,  it  is  but  just  that  I  should  be  called  upon  to 
explain  distinctly  what  it  is  that  1  propose  that  you  should  teach;  bow 
the  topics  are  to  be  selected,  how  connected,  in  what  manner  brought 
forward.  Allow  me  to  begin  by  reminding  you,  that  yours  is  not  the 
only  education  given  in  life.  There  is  yet  another,  beginning  earlier, 
continuing  later,  producing  greater  results;  and  that  is  the  ^ucatiou 
of  home.  It  is  there  that  the  child,  by  the  side  of  parents,  or  of 
its  neighbour,  is  familiarized,  partly  by  imitation,  partly  by  precept, 
with  the  rudiments  of  its  future  occupation.  It  is  there  that  the  girl 
is  trained  to  love  a  mother's  cares  and  duties.  It  is  there  that  the 
boy  learns  to  demean  himself  as  a  member  of  society,  as  a  father  of  a 
fiimily. 

Let  any  man  pass  over  in  his  own  mind  the  business  of  a  given  dav, 
he  will  there  see  how  much  the  larger,  the  more  important  part  of  that 
business  he  has  learned  at  home.  Let  me  give  you  an  instance.  The 
Chelsea  school,  for  the  education  of  the  female  orphan  ^children  of  8oI- 
diers,  was  given  up,  because  it  was  found  that  the  girls  there  educated 
became  an  easy  prey  to  the  temptations  of  the  world.  This  was  not 
because  they  were  less  religiously,  less  morally  brought  up  than  other 
girls,  but  because,  being  withdi-awn  as  infants  from  a  home  educatioD, 
they  lacked  that  knowledge  of  the  world  which  home  alone  can  give; 
because  the  only  experience  they  had  gained  at  school  was  how  to  deal 
with  their  girl  companions.  They  had  no  experience  to  gnide  them 
when  brought  into  contact  with  other  companions  and  other  trials. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1854.]  of  National  Edueattm  in  Ireland.  04J 

8ach  children  must  have  been  equally  incapable  of  performing  the  AwkxpixK, 
duties  of  good  housewives,  good  mothers;  in  short  they  had  received  a  Appendix  t» 
mere  school  education,  which,  at  the  best,  under  the  most  careful,  the  Report  on 
most  accomplished  teaching,  left  them  ignorant  of  the  great  indispen-  Kxambirtion  u 
sable  duties  of  life.     And  be  it  remembered  that,  when,  with  reference  common*^^ 
to  orphan  children,  1  speak  of  the  advantage  of  home,  I  speak  of  a  home  things/'  bj 
under,  perhaps,  a  harsh  relation,  or  under  a  stranger  more  harsh,  more  Wm.M*Creedy 
unfeeling  still.     But,  even  in  that  home,  under  that  severe  training,     ^' 
experienced  from  the  tenderest  years,  nature  provides  compensations 
for  the  lack  of  a  mother's  care  which  no  school  can  give ;  for,  thrown 
on  her  own  resources,  from  earliest  infancy,  in  the  midst  of  that  world 
in  which  she  is  destined  to  live,  tlie  child  grows  in  experience,  as  dan« 
ger  springs  up  in  her  path.      Iler  quickened  perceptions,  her  rapidly 
matured  character,  become  her  safeguard. 

Now,  with  this  education  at  home,  it  is  not  for  us  to  compete, 
for  it  is  the  education  of  nature.  It  is  acquired  not  through  the 
medium  of  words  only,  but  through  the  medium  of  the  senses  also, 
which  senses  Qod  has  given  us  to  employ  for  that  purpose,  graciously 
allotting  to  each  exertion  of  their  powers  its  appropriate  pleasure, 
to  sweeten  and  stimulate  their  use.  Your  education,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  an  artificial  education,  imparted  chiefly  through  the  medium  of 
words,  appealing  mostly  to  the  reason,  instead  of  the  senses,  divested,  I 
regret  to  say,  too  often,  through  the  fault  of  the  teacher,  of  the  pleasur- 
able excitement  which  God  intended  to  accompany  the  acquisition  of 
each  new  idea. 

Your  mission  is  to  assist  and  complete  the  home  education.  Your 
care  should  be  so  to  work  as  to  stimulate,  rather  than  impair,  the 
instinctive  craving  for  knowledge;  the  vigour  of  the  attention,  the 
retentiveness  of  the  memory,  the  practical  character  of  the  understand-^ 
ing.  You  will  do  this  best  if  you  take  the  successive  facts  in  the  child's 
life — facts  with  which  he  is  familiar ;  and  upon  his  knowledge  of  those 
facts  you  engraft  first  the  principle  or  theory  which  explains  them,  and 
then  all  the  kindred  facts — deductions  from  the  same  principle — which 
may  be  useful  in  afterlife.  For  example:  the  child  sees  the  fire  kin- 
dled by  his  mother  at  the  bottom  of  the  grate,  and  asks  why.  She 
cannot  tell  it  why,  but  you  can;  you  can  do  more, — ^you  can  not  only 
explain  why  fire  spreads  upwards  rather  than  downwards,  but,  having 
done  so,  you  light,  by  way  of  further  iUustration  of  the  principle,  a  strip 
of  paper;  you  hold  it  with  the  flame  downwards,  and  show  how  instan- 
taneously the  whole  is  consumed.  You  light  another,  and  throw  it  on 
its  side ;  it  scarcely  bums.  You  then  proceed,  upon  these  facts,  wit* 
nessed  and  understood,  to  build  up  other  kindred  isMta,  hitherto  unob- 
served, but  good  for  use  and  improving  to  the  intelligence.  You  show 
how,  if  a  girTs  frock  catches  fire,  she  should  at  once,  in  obedience  to  this 
same  principle,  be,  like  the  paper  shred,  laid  fiat;  and  then  you  might 
further  show  how,  in  conformity  with  a  second  principle,  illustrated  by 
the  way  in  which  a  candle  is  put  out  by  an  extinguisher,  the  air  might 
be  excluded  from  the  burning  frock,  by  throwing  a  cloak  or  mat  over  it, 
and  the  flame  extinguished.  Take  another  case.  As  the  flame  of  the 
candle  used  up  the  air  confined  under  the  extinguisher,  and  went  out 
for  want  of  more,  so  we  also,  sitting  in  large  numbers  in  a  small  room, 
use  up  rapidly  the  vital  part  of  the  air,  and  sicken  for  want  of  more, 
and  would  absolutely  die,  were  the  doors  and  windows  altogether  air- 
tight 

A^in :  water  is  brought  in  for  breakfast.  The  child  has  pumped 
it  He  has  seen  the  pump  repaired,  and  witnessed  how  his  father* 
itiained  to  pull  up  the  yeiy  same  sucker  by  }uvQd  wbioh^  with  the  help 
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AppshdizK;  of  the  pump-handle,  he  has  been  working  up  and  down  with  esuBe,  This 
Appendirto  '^  ^^^  familiar  fact  whereon  to  rest  the  knowledge  of  theMever.  The 
Report  on  use  of  the  Spade  presents  another,  when  it  enables  the  child  to  tear  up 
w  ?™*°i*!i*"*  ^  *  ^^<^^  <>f  clay  from  its  adherence  to  the  soil  beneath,  which  block  he 
common*  *  would  vainlj  attempt  to  lift  afterwards  one  inch  with  his  hands.  The 
tUngs/'  bj  water  is  put  into  the  kettle,  of  which  the  bottom  is  purposely  left  nn- 
Wm.M'CSwd7,  cleaned,  on  the  plea  that  the  water  will  on  that  account  boil  the  more 
^'  quickly.    You  confirm  the  fact ;  you  explain  why  this  is  the  case,  and 

you  show  that  two  principles  are  involved:  one  principle  teaches,  also, 
that  paint  exposed  to  the  sun  should  be  of  a  light  colour,  in  order  to 
stand  without  blistering ;  the  other  principle  leads  to  the  further  re- 
sult, that  a  bright  metal  teapot  will  retain  its  heat  longer,  and  there- 
fore make  better  tea,  than  one  of  crockery,  black  and  unglazed. 

Again :  the  water  boils  in  the  kettle  by  the  same  law  which  diffuses 
the  warmth  of  the  fire  in  the  room,  and  creates  the  draught  in  the  chim- 
ney. By  this  law  the  cause  of  smoky  rooms  and  ill-ventilated  rooms 
may  be  explained,  and  the  proper  remedies  suggested. 

if  you  wish  to  teach  geography  and  the  use  of  maps,  oonetmct  the 
first  map  yourself  on  the  black  board,  with  the  assistance  of  the  chil- 
dren. Place  the  school-house  or  church  in  the  centre,  represent  the 
roads  leading  to  them,  and  then  call  on  each  boy  to  suggest  some  other 
landmark,  to  fill  in  the  plan.  You  may  take  this  opportunity  of  fami- 
liarizing your  pupils  with  the  technical  terms  expressive  of  the  relative 
positions  of  roads,  rivers,  and  other  objects,  such  as  parcUlel  toitk,  at 
right  angles  to.  Technical  terms,  which  are  only  compendious  forms 
for  the  expression  of  familiar  ideas,  should  be  carefully  taught  as  ra- 
pidly as  the  ideas  themselves  become  known  and  serviceable. 

For  the  same  reason,  the  classification  of  things  familiar,  which 
facilitates  thought  and  simplifies  the  mode  of  expression,  should  also 
be  communicated,  such  as  the  classification  of  matter  into  organic  and 
inorganic,  of  life  into  animal  and  vegetable,  etc. 

Social  questions  are  more  difficult,  not  because  it  is  less  easy  to 
explain  them,  but  because  the  minds  of  children  are  less  interested 
by  their  discussion.  The  child  understands  when  and  why  nuts  are 
cheap.  It  would  be  no  difficult  task  to  extend  the  results  of  super- 
fiuity  on  price  to  the  effect  of  over-population  in  the  New  Forest,  where 
numbers,  exceeding  the  demand  for  their  labour,  have  been  attracted  by 
the  prospect  of  enjoying  for  their  pigs,  and  geese,  and  ponies  unstinted 
Hghts  of  common.  Again,  the  child  knows,  by  hard  experience,  that 
the  family  must  go  on  half  rations  when  bread  falls  short  on  Friday 
night,  and  the  shop  gives  no  more  credit.  But  ask  it  what  England 
must  do  when  there  is  but  half  a  crop  1  Ask  it  who  will  do  for  England 
what  their  mother  did  for  them,  when  she  prevented  them  from  con- 
suming all  they  had  at  one  meal  ?  You  may  perhaps  lead  them,  step  by 
step,  to  see  at  last  that  the  rise  of  price  is  our  only  safeguard  against 
famine,  and  that  this  rise  of  price  is  not  the  work  of  any  one  roan 
or  of  any  set  of  men,  but  that  it  originates  in  the  expectation  of  those 
who  hold  com  that  they  will  sell  dearer  if  they  sell  later.  You  may, 
perhaps,  succeed  in  showing,  further,  that  God  has  not  left  the  many 
to  be  preyed  upon  by  the  avarice  of  the  few;  that,  on  the  contrary,  he 
has  so  ordered  things  in  this  case,  and  indeed  in  all  other  cases,  as  to 
make  it  the  interest  of  the  few  to  consult  the  interest  of  the  many,  and 
to  visit  with  actual  loss  those  of  the  few  who,  out  of  ignorance,  act  in 
opposition  to  the  interests  of  the  many.  If,  for  example,  Farmer  Styles 
holds  back  his  supplies  in  spring,  and,  by  refusing  to  sell  st  the  price 
fhen  ofifbred,  raises  prices  to  such  an  extent  as  to  prevent  the  spring 
fbom  having  its  fuU  share  of  the  year's  Bupyij^  tlio  p^t  of.  that  share* 
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•which  has  been  unconsunied  will  he  added  to  the  ehare  of  the  summer,  Appekdix  E. 
and  prices  will  then  fall,  when  Fanner  Styles  expects  to  sell  at  an  Appendix  to 
enhanced  price.  Report  oa 

You  may  thus  go  on  founding  the  nnknown  upon  that  which  is  EMmination  in 
known  and  fiftrai liar,  gratifying  and  exciting,  but  never  satiating  i^^  cotton    ^ 
natural  appetite  for  knowledge,  inculcatiug  what,  once  heard  and  un-  tlvngs^'^bj 
derstood,  will  never  be  forgotten,  at  the  same  time  that  you  cultivate  W'm.M'Creedj, 
those  faculties  which  distinguish  the  man  from  the  brute ;  and  you    ^' 
impart  an  elevation,  a  self-reliance  to  his  character  which  will  tend 
more  than  any  thing  to  raise  him  above  sensual  pleasures.    By  such 
training  as  this  you  will  give  him  more  than  mere  information — ^yoa 
will  give  him  habits  of  olxaerving,  reflecting,  and  acting  for  himself. 

If  I  want  to  equip  an  emigrant  for  the  Imckwoods,  should  I  encum- 
Iser  him  with  ready-made  articles — with  chairs,  and  tables,  and  stools) 
Do  I  not  rather  teach  him  how  to  make  these  articles  for  himself  out 
of  the  materials  beside  him  ?  Ton  are  fitting  out  the  youth  for  the 
rude  campaign  of  life.  How  shall  he  be  equipped  ?  Shall  it  be  with 
cut  and  dried  ideas,  the  fruit  of  the  working  of  other  men's  minds,  or 
shall  he  move  forth  trained  to  gather,  combine,  and  use  ideas,  the  ma- 
terials for  which  encompass  him  round  about  7  You  teach  him  to  read, 
in  order  that  he  may,  in  afterlife,  use  the  thoughts  of  the  wise  among 
men;  teach  him  also  to  read  nature,  which  is  wiser  and  more  powerful 
stilL  Books  he  may  or  may  not  have  in  his  emergencies ;  nature  lis 
always  with  him.  That  is  not  the  best  army  which  has  the  most 
baggage.  What  the  packs  of  hounds,  and  the  bands  of  music,  and  the 
services  of  plate  were  to  our  army  in  Afghanistan,  the  million  facts  of 
modern  education  are  to  the  boy  on  his  entrance  in  life ;  but  the  first 
serious  conflict,  the  first  encounter  with  realities,  dissolves  the  charm, 
and  the  hard-earned  inutilities  are  discarded  as  superfluous  lumber; 
and  yet 

**  The  world  is  still  deceived  by  ornament." 

By  adopting  my  suggestions  you  will  not  satisfy  the  majority  of 
those  who  attend  annual  inspections.  Their  admiration  is  reserved  for 
the  brilliant  results  which  are  to  be  exhibited  by  drawing  from  the 
minds  of  children  thoughts  transplanted  there  without  roots,  the  pro- 
duce of  wiser  minds.  Your  pupils  will  be  of  altogether  a  diflferent 
stamp;  they  will  know  comparatively  little,  but  the  notions  they  have 
will  be  of  home  growth,  of  slender  immediate- apparent  value,  propor- 
tioned as  they  must  be  to  the  infant  minds  in  which  they  have  sprung, 
but  capable  of  subsequent  development,  to  meet  the  emergency  which 
may  require  their  use. 

The  man  of  sense  will  distinguish  at  a  glance  their  earnest,  intelli- 
gent eye,  their  alert  manner,  their  pertinent  answers.  He  will  give 
due  credit  to  your  work  and  to  your  system;  but  you  must  resign 
yourselves  for  a  time  to  the  fate  of  being  decried  and  slighted  by  the 
majority,  who  are  too  apt  to  value  things  as  they  are,  not  as  they  are 
destined  to  be ;  and,  above  all,  to  underrate  the  sure  and  slow  growth 
which  is  generally  the  characteristic  of  the  highest  merit.  Our  busy, 
thoughtless  world  is  too  disposed  to  despise  little  gains,  and  yet  little 
gains  store  most  wealth ;  little  moral  gains,  triumphs  over  petty  temp- 
tations, make  the  firmest  characters.  So  aiso  little  intellectud  gains, 
made  hour  by  hour,  and  minute  by  minute,  at  every  step  in  life,  the 
'  result  of  early  habit  and  wise  education,  do  more  to  ripen  the'  intellect 
and  even  to  mature  the  character,  than  any  instruction  that  can  be 
-  hammered  in  from  without. 
•     It  is  given  to  you,  teachers  of  the  rising  genefation,  to  bend  their 
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VUi-BifDix  K.  minds  in  this  direction*.  Tiie  misery  vhich  can  be  remedied  by  the 
A  "dix  t»  charity  of  rich  men  is  purely  physicaJ,  the  relief  can  extend  only  to 
Keport  on  few  ;  it  neither  elevates  those  who  receive  it  nor  their  children  after 
Examination  in  them.  But  the  misery  which  the  teacher  can  avert,  by  substituting 
common*^  *'  self -support  and  self-respect  for  dependence  and  beggary,  has  no  limits 
thingt,"  hj  to  its  amount ;  it  multiplies  blessings  both  on  the  present  and  on  sue* 
Wm.M'Creedj,  eeediug  generations* 

Apfbhdiz  D. 

ExTBACT  from  Lectubb  delivered  before  the  United  Association  of 
80HOOLMA8TBBS  (of  Great  Britain),  by  Mr.  Thomas  Graxpton. 

Tn  some  respects  I  could  have  preferred  a  name  less  vague ;  the 
terra  Natural  Philosophy  would  be  more  definite,  but  would  perhaps 
be  too  limited,  and  too  much  identified  with  the  apparatus  and  experi- 
ments of  the  scientific  lecture.  Not  that  this  ought  to  be  the  case,  for 
the  humblest  as  well  as  the  grandest  operations  of  nature  are  CrocT^s 
experiments ;  and  the  most  elaborate  human  apparatus  may  be  regarded 
but  as  the  toys  of  philosophy.  We  must,  however,  deal  with  facts  as 
we  find  them,  and  accept  the  term  common  things  to  represent  our 
school  course  of  physics,  the  science  of  familiar  objects,  the  principles 
of  physiology  in  their  relation  to  health;  to  which  may  be  added,  the 
most  familiar  arrangements  of  social  life,  involving  the  main  principles 
of  political  economy.  Mind,  I  would  refer  to  the  principles  of  these 
several  subjects,  to  explain  the  philosophy  of  the  object  or  common 
things  selected,  and  not  select  a  number  of  common  things  to  illustrate 
a  course  of  lessons  on  any  of  the  above  subjects.  This  latter  course, 
though  apparently  systematic,  would  be  inconsistent  with  our  direct 
purpose  of  exploring  the  philosophy  of  the  facts  that  fall  under  our 
observation.  We  must,  at  starting,  not  only  refer  to  the  objects  most 
common  to  our  respective  pupils,  but  also  clothe  our  explanations  in 
most  familiar  language.  Though  I  advocate  tlie  science  of  common, 
things,  I  deprecate  the  scientific  language  thereof,  understanding 
thereby  mere  technical  phraseology.  Nothing  I  conceive  so  calculated 
to  defeat  our  object  of  arousing  thoughtful  attention  to  familiar  subject^ 
as  failing  to  be  homely  and  well  understood  in  our  explanations.  A 
feeling  of  depression  inevitably  arises  in  our  pupils*  minds,  together 
with  disappointment,  that  their  labours,  excessive  and  strained,  has  been 
in  vain.  This  induces  a  tone  of  disgust  which  is  likely  to  associate 
itself  with  other  educational  operations. 

I  conceive  we  shall  regard  a  knowledge  of  common  things  less  for  any 
probable  special  adaptation  to  the  future  employments  of  our  youths 
than  as  bearing  on  their  general  development  of  mind  and  character. 
Somebody  very  justly  observed,  that  we  have  not  to  educate  boys  to 
become  shoemakers,  or  tailors,  or  labourers,  but  men.  Of  conrse,  the 
common  duties  of  every-day  life  among  <ill  classes  prove  the  necessity 
for  the  knowledge  of  common  things  ;  but  whether  such  knowledge 
should  thereby  form  part  of  school  instruction  is  a  very  different  ques- 
tion. It  would  be  simply  absurd  to  attempt  to  teach  one  hundreth 
part  of  the  knowledge  gained  by  common  observation.  A  child  sees 
that  a  cow  has  horns,  that  a  dog  runs,  and  that  a  bird  flies,  and  we  need 
not  arrange  an  enclyclopiediac  course,  which  assumes  ignorance  of  such 
matters.  So  far  as  the  mere  dogmatic  teaching  of  common  fiicts  is 
concerned,  I  regard  such  teaching  as  uedeu^  owing  to  the  knowledge 
being  alr^y  gained,  and  absurd,  by  occupying  the  time  which  could 
1)0  better  devoted  to  the  subjects  that  could  not  be  studied  out  of  school 
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Allow  me  to  claim  your  earnest  attention  on  this  point,  as  I  fear  young  Appendix  K. 
teachers  will  be  liable  to  glide  unconsciously  into  this  error,  of  being  AppendiTto 
very  industrious  in  the  inculcation  of  facts,  of  working  very  hard  at  Report  on 
grinding  or  cramming,  esteeming  too  exclusively  the  powers  of  memory,  Examination  in 
and  reproaching  themselves  for  failure  at  any  fact  being  ujiknovm.    In  coramoiL*^^ 
such  teaching  I  have  not  only  no  faith,  but  conceive  it  will  produce  thingi/*bj 
vague,  desultory,  and  enervating  results,  tending  to  supersede  rather  Wm.M'C»edjr^ 
than  stimulate  observation,  and  altogether  ignoring  the  higher  mental  ^* 
powers.    The  want  of  inductlveness,  in  truth,  characterizes  too  much  of 
our  ordinary  teaching.     Our  lesson  books  are  too  often  formed  on  the 
idea  that  the  development  of  the  reasoning  faculty  by  means  of  the 
reading  lesson,  was  not  worth  consideration.     We  have  had  plenty  of 
descriptive  lessons  of  all  sorts  of  things,  and  in  all  sorts  of  styles ;  but 
I  fear  there  are  few,  if  any,  simple  inductive  lessons  in  many  of  the 
common  reading  books. 

You  are  now  prepared  for  the  reraarlc,  that  the  including  of  "common 
things"  in  our  daily  routine  depends  on  what  methods  we  adopt,  or 
rather  what  principles  we  keep  in  view  in  teaching  the  subject.  I  can 
see  no  necessity  for  making  it  special,  if  the  teaching  be  merely  dog- 
matic. This  mere  inculcation  of  facts  on  common  things,  only  requires 
the  taking  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour  daily  from  writing  arithmetic  and 
grammar,  and  devoting  this  time  to  reading  text-books  of  what  any 
one  s  fancy  may  deem  common  things. 

We  have,  however,  something  far  higher  to  aim  at.  Let  theorists 
tnisunderstand  the  matter  as  they  may,  and  let  there  be  ever  so  much 
indefiniteness  in  the  detail  of  topics,  and  paucity  of  principles  and 
methods,  it  is  our  duty  to  be  masters  of  our  own  business,  and  we  may, 
therefore,  welcome  "  common  things"  in  our  daily  routine,  as  an  agent 
for  the  training  of  the  mental  faculties,  chiefly  that  of  induction  by 
means  of  perception.  Common  things  we  may  regard  as  the  vehicle  of 
common  sense,  a  reasoning,  I  fear,  often  wanting  to  make  our  mental 
food  digestible.  How  often  we  conclude  that  the  knowledge  we  impart 
is  really  assimilated  with  the  child's  mind,  ^hen  the  whole  affair  has 
been  a  matter  of  wo7'cU  only,  or  with  perhaps  a  few  vague  and  unsettled 
ideas.  Now  we  might  gladly  welcome  the  teaching  of  common  things 
on  the  ground  of  simplicity^  of  appealing  to  knowledge  already  gained 
— of  enabling  the  poor  dunces  to  emerge  from  the  slough  of  inactivity — 
of  afTording  these  poor  fellows  who  get  scolded  enough  for  what  they 
don*t  know,  an  opportunity  of  "  coming  out"  in  what  they  do  know, 

I  need  not  stay  to  urge  further  reasons  for  the  adoption  of  this  sub- 
ject, or  to  recapitulate  those  I  have  adduced.  On  us,  however,  rests 
the  duty  and  responsibility  of  making  the  matter  perfectly  successful, 
by  well  devised  methods  of  teaching  it,  to  which  I  now  invite  your 
attention. 

Its  place,  I  apprehend,  will  be  most  appropriate  in  our  gallery  or 
collective  lessons.  We  shall  thus  take  no  time  from  other  subjects, 
and  give  a  definiteness  to  this  branch  of  school  instruction.  I  believe 
I  am  correct  in  asserting  that  no  new  arrangements  of  subjects  will  be 
needful  in  most  schools.  Common  things,  specially  such,  not  only  are 
commonly  taught,  but  have  been  for  many  years  in  well  conducted 
schools. 

Let  us  avoid  all  hurry  and  impatience  in  this  procedure.  Sedulously 
abstain  from  reproving  or  slighting  even  vague  and  absurd  answers. 
In  good  collective  teaching  of  course  a  rapid  individualizing  is  a  marked 
feature.  Having  fixed  upon  your  pupil,  make  use  of  his  answer  what* 
ever  it  may  be ;  if  it  be  correct,  ask  why  so  f  If  vague,  inquire  further, 
and  show  its  vagueness ;  if  it  be  absurd,  still  probe ;  still  ask  why  $9  f 
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AFPiarpix  K.  Educe  its  absurdity ;  and  thus,  though  you  may  not,  in  many  first 

Appendix  to      lossons,  have  succeeded  in  imparting  half  a  dozen  fJEicts,  you  wiU  hare 

Report  on         enabled  the  mind  to  acquire  hundreds.     We  shall  thus  practically 

"  ^*°llS^  i  improve  upon  the  phrase,  "  teaching  of  common  things,"  as  our  aim 

oommon**^     ^^^  ^  *^®  «ci>TWC  or  phUosopky  of  common  things. 

things/'  bj  The  process  in  teaching  will,  I  think,  be  mainly  analytical.     We 

Wm.Bf'Ci«ed7y  ^^^  ^q  object,  and  set  about  pulling  it  to  pieces  :  first  into  its  main 

^'  component  parts,  then  each  of  these  into  its  various  materials,  each 

material  into  its  elements ;  every  step  being  developed  by  rigorous 

interrogation,  bearing  on  the  why  And  wherefore  of  each  J&M5t.     Permit 

me  to  refer  you  for  illustrations  to  two  lessons  which  appeared  in  the 

JSducational  Expodtor,  the  one  on  a  candle,  in  voL  1,  p.  325,  the  other 

on  a  fire,  in  voL  2,  p.  146. 

This  form  of  preparing  the  notes  of  a  lesson  appeared  to  me  as  best 
calculated  to  assist  the  inductive  analysis,  and  further  to  indicate  the 
main  line  of  teaching  to  be  pursued  by  the  teacher ;  for,  of  course  varied 
and  heterogeneous  replies  would  cause  him  to  diverge  occasionally ;  and 
herein  I  conceive  the  task  of  the  teacher  will  be  best  evinced  in  making 
even  a  discursive,  erratic  answer  converge  to  the  main  purpose  of  the 
lesson.  I  refer  you  for  an  example  to  a  lesson  on  Eome,  in  the  Educa- 
tional Eospotiior  for  January,  1855,  showing  how  the  logical  arrange- 
ment I  remarked  may  be  applied  to  subjects  of  wider  range  than 
simple  object  lessons. 

The  preparation  of  such  notes  I  should  much  recommend ;  they  con- 
tribute to  develop  the  inductive  powers  of  the  teacher's  own  mind ; 
they  are  of  essential  service  in  refreshing  his  memoir  during  the 
delivery  of  the  lesson  ;  and  no  lessons  are  as  yet  publisned  that  I  am 
aware  of,  at  all  meriting  the  description  of  being  analytic,  logicaJ,  and 
inductive.  Every  teacher  can  also  prepare  his  own  lessons  better  than 
others  can  for  him.  However,  it  would  be  superfluous  for  me  to  go 
much  into  detail  of  procedure  in  giving  the  lesson,  as  I  am  speaking 
to  teachers,  who  are  doubtless  acquainted  with  such  details.  A  few 
additional  hints  you  will4olerate,  for  the  possible  benefit  of  our  younger 
brethren. 

First,  I  would  earnestly  impress  upon  you  the  importance  of  carrying 
out,  as  much  as  possible,  the  valuable  Pestalozzian  plan  of  using  the 
object  itself.  It  is  a  trite  maxim  with  us,  that  the  eye  learns  as  well 
as  the  ear,  and  we  do  wisely  to  enlist  all  the  senses  we  can,  in  the 
process  of  mental  development.  Lord  Ashburton,  you  remember, 
attributed  the  development  of  his  own  mind  very  much  to  the  six 
months  he  studied  at  the  University  of  Geneva.  "  There,"  he  says, ''  I 
did  not  indeed  learn  much,  but  my  eyes  were  opened  to  mark  and 
understand  what  had  before  passed  unheeded.  Faculties  were  called 
into  play,  which  lay  till  then  undeveloped,  and  I  found  my  mind  ripen 
more  rapidly  during  these  few  months,  than  in  years  previous."  I  need 
not  stay  to  remark  on  the  prevalence  of  Pestalozzian  principles  and 
methods  at  Geneva,  where  they  estimate  the  importance  of  objects  in 
teaching  much  better  than  we  do.  However  familiar  be  the  object^ 
even  such  a  thing  as  a  pocket-knife,  so  well  known  to  every  urchin,  the 
attention  is  kept  up,  interest  excited,  and  general  mental  activity  sus- 
tained by  the  mere  sight  of  the  knife.  While  the  teacher  educes  the 
philosophy  of  handles,  blades,  edges,  and  springs,  or  enters  into  the 
arena  of  what  schoolboys  term  the  rickets,  their  eyes  will  be  irresistibly 
attracted  towards  the  simple  and  well-known  object,  and  how  much 
inore  so  to  the  new  and  unknown. 

I  would  next  suggest  the  preparation  of  a  number  of  simple  experi- 
ments.   Po  nol^  however^  mistake  my  use  of  the  word  experiment,  or 
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identify  it  excluBiyelj  with  philosopliical  apparatus.   Any  simple  chaBge  AppekwxK. 
of  any  simple  substance  may  be  truly  termed  an  experiment,  and  the  Appendix  to 
most  simple  one  is  often  the  most  suggestive.     Take,  for  example,  the  Report  on 
tearing  of  a  piece  of  paper,  full  of  most  excellent  philosophy.    Again,  j?Jl*™"^°  ^ 
Low  simple,  yet  how  suggestive,  Lord  Ashburton's  pertinent  illustration  oomawn 
of  the  burning  of  a  piece  of  paper.     Why  the  paper  ignited  very  easily  thing^"  by 
— wAy  the  flame  ascended — why  it  increased  so  rapidly  when  held  Wm.M«Cree4y, 
under  the  other  portion  of  the  paper — why  it  burnt  very  slowly  in  a     -* 
horizontal  position — why  it  would  probably  go  out  if  held  above  the 
paper,  &c.  &c.     These  questions,  simple  as  they  were,  wonld  open  a 
pretty  extensive  range  of  facts;   and  good  practical  lessons  would 
manifestly  follow,  as  the  lying  down  and  avoiding  the  natural  tendency 
to  run  into  the  open  air  when  the  clothes  caught  fire — the  smothering, 
covering,  preventing  access  of  air  to  fire  to  procure  its  cessation. 

Carry  this  out  with  the  common  duties  of  the  schoolboys'  daily  life. 
Most  of  them  have  to  clean  boots  and  shoes  :  let  them  investigate  why 
they  use  the  hard-brush  for  removing  the  dirt,  and  why  a  softer  brush 
for  shining ;  why  the  blacking  must  be  rubbed  while  damp  to  produce 
a  polish,  and  why  if  left  to  get  dry,  it  will  turn  to  a  dull  white.  Addi- 
tional interest  will  be  thus  given  to  common  employments,  and  generally 
speaking,  the  rationale  of  any  labour  will  invest  it  with  a  charm  highly 
conducive  to  its  better  performance,  at  the  same  time  making  it  a 
vehicle  for  thoughtful  improvement. 

In  this  procedure  we  must  attend  to  local  circumstances,  both  in 
regard  to  the  characteristics  of  a  particular  school,  and  also  of  a  neigh- 
bourhood. The  poor  neglected  outcasts  who  fill  our  ragged  schools 
require  somewhat  different  lessons  from  the  children  of  the  careful, 
thoughtful  mechanic.  Shipping  afi&irs,  again,  would  be  more  suitable 
to  Hull  and  Liverpool  than  to  Reading  and  Guildford.  Manufa^ctures 
are  essentially  home  subjects  in  Lancashire,  mining  in  Cornwall  j 
whereas  in  Sussex  the  chief  aim  would  be  to  enable  a  lad 

**  To  plough  and  sow,  to  reap  and  mow, 
And  be  a  farmer's  boy.*' 

And  I  regard  it  as  a  duty  for  the  schoolmaster  to  make  himself  ac^ 
qnainted  with  the  history,  resources,  and  other  characteristics  of  the 
place  in  which  he  labours.  This  association  of  knowledge  with  home 
sinbjects  and  common  duties  will  do  much  to  invest  other  knowledge 
with  a  practical  character,  as  well  as  produce  the  most  desirable  result 
of  throwing  a  person's  mind  in  his  work.  This,  without  disregarding 
the  refinements  of  the  ideal,  is  the  great  cause  of  progress  of  national 
as  of  individual  greatness.  "  Seest  thou  a  man  diligent  in  his  busi- 
ness," says  the  wise  man ;  "  he  shall  stand  before  kings ;  he  shall  not 
stand  before  mean  men.'*  This  I  believe  to  be  true  in  every  condition, 
and  in  almost  every  case.  You  may  trace  the  course  of  many  among 
the  poorest  clodhoppers,  and  find  examples  of  some  lads  being  more 
active,  more  clever  at  their  work — in  short,  doing  better  than  others. 
These  take  a  first  place  among  boys,  a  first  place  among  men«  Their 
course  is  onward  and  upward ;  keeping  to  their  conditions  of  success 
they  must  rise.  They  may  be  pelted  by  envy,  pushed  down  by  un.- 
Idndness;  but,  like  corks,  up  they  come,  and,  while  true  to  themselves, 
the  whole  world  cannot  keep  them  down.  The  history  of  mankind  is 
full  of  such  instances,  many  of  which  had  their  first  movements  directly 
traced  to  some  striking  occasion  or  peculiar  educational  circumstances. 
We  have  then  but  to  apply  the  match,  or  rather  to  lay  the  train  of 
common  things,  having  full  hope  and  confidence  that  such  will  in  due 
time  be  ignited>  and  produce,  if  not  brilliant,  at  least  useful  result^  m 
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ApFBNDtx  K.  explodiu/r  ignorance,  overturning  masses  of  error,  and  clearing  tbe 
AppendhTto  lurking-places  of  vice  and  wretchedness.  Say  not  that  such  teaching 
Report  on  IS  nnpoctical  and  atilitarian ;  it  directly  tends  to  develop  that  tme 
fixamiofttion  in  poetry  which  dignifies  the  obscure,  raises  the  lowly,  exalts  the  com- 
eommoii*^^*  monplace,  and  in  fsict  realizes  Shakspeare's  description  of  true  philoso- 
thing.;  by       phy,  finding 

^.M*Cr«edy,  ..  Tongues  in  trees,  books  in  the  running  hrooks, 

^^'  Sermons  in  stones,  and  good  in  erery  thing." 

The  application  of  teaching  to  the  common  duties  of  life  is  no  new 
idea.  "  If  ye  know  these  things,"  said  our  Divine  Teacher,  **  happy 
are  ye  if  ye  do  them  ;**  and,  without  intrenching  on  the  field  of  re- 
ligious education,  I  conceive  we  may  do  much  good  by  a  course  of 
lessons  on  the  common  duties  of  daily  life,  making  these  as  practical 
as  possible,  by  requiring  the  boys  so  to  act  under  our  care.  1  want  to 
see  this  applied  to  the  veriest  details  of  daily  practice.  The  most  noble 
principles  and  exalted  conduct  are,  doubtless,  developed  by  religious 
teaching;  and  I  do  not  regard  it  as  religious,  consistent,  or  reasonable 
to  encourage  an  enthusiastic  contempt  of  God's  wonderful  works,  as 
displayed  in  every  atom  of  creation,  and  also  strikingly  evinced  in  the 
arrangement  of  human  society.  Our  aim  should,  on  the  contrary,  be 
to  introduce  greater  reverence  in  the  minds  of  our  boys,  and  induce 
them  to  treat  nothing  with  contempt,  to  regard  nothing  as  vulgar  or 
too  common  to  be  treated  with  thoughtful  effort.  Nor  do  I  think  our 
duty  to  the  subject  should  be  confined  to  the  school-room.  I  remember 
passing  through  the  pretty  village  of  Chatteris,  and  being  stmck,  as 
every  one  must  be,  with  the  singular  excellence  of  the  fruit-trees  which 
are  trained  most  symmetrically  against  the  walls  of  almost  eveiy  cot- 
tage in  the  place.  I  know  of  nothing  peculiar  in  the  climate  or  soil  of 
Chatteris,  or  any  other  cause  why  every  village  should  not  have  the 
same  sources  of  pleasure  and  profit.  AVhy  should  we  not  be  pioneers 
of  general  improvement — truly  home  missionaries  of  every  practical 
good  I  Indeed  we  know  not  one-half  the  good  we  may  by  our  position 
and  influence  effect.  Only  let  us  labour  earnestly,  with  all  simplicity 
of  purpose,  and  without  the  mischievous  alloy  of  self-glorification,  and 
we  need  not  fear  but  most  useful  fruit  will  be  produced  even  from  such 
Jiumble  seed  as  we  can  sow. 


Afpkndix  E. 


Extract  from  a  Lkttkr  of  the  Rev.  F.  Tbhple,  Principal  of  Eneller 
Hall  Traitiing  College^  to  the  Editor  of  the  English  Journal  of 
Education. 

We  have  heard  so  much  lately  of  the  teaching  of  common  thing?, 
and  of  the  great  blessings  which  the  rising  generation  are  to  derive 
from  it,  that  we  have  begun  to  think  that  we  know  the  meaning  of  the 
phrase,  and  that  it  is  something  very  good  indeed.  But  I  fear  that 
unless  we  take  the  trouble  to  form  a  more  precise  conception  of  it  than 
we  have  yet  done,  we  may  miss  this  very  good  thing,  and  get  a  very 
poor  thing  instead. 

What  are  common  things,  and  what  the  science  of  common  things  t 
Is  speech  a  common  thing?  Most  people  use  their  tongues  pretty 
frequently  every  day.  If  I  send  a  boy  with  a  message,  I  require  him  to 
use  it  in  my  service,  and,  perhaps,  depend  on  his  using  it  in  tbe  way  I 
tnean.  We  use  it  in  the  most  solemn  acts  of  our  lives  when  we  piar 
to  the  Almighty;  and  we  listen  to  it,  and  must  therefore  need  to  nn- 
deffstand  it  well|  when  Gtud's  minister  gires  us  Qod's  message*    Tliia 
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veiy  common  thing  surely  ongbt  to  be  well  stndied.     A  preoiae  know-  Apnoimx  K. 
ledge  of  vliat  our  words  mean  when  spoken  to  others,  and  what  the  xpp^^^^ 
words  of  others  mean  when  spoken  to  us,  is  the  knowledge  of  a  veiy  Report  on 
Gomfnon  thing.     I  suppose,  therefore,  the  laws  of  language  form  a  |Ex«auntioB  iA 
part  of  the  science  of  common  things.     But  no ;  I  am  wrong.     In  no  ^©^J^^*^  ^ 
enuraeration  of  common  things  do  I  find  grammar  or  composition  things,**  hf 
included.  Wm.M'Ciitdy, 

Is  the  law  of  the  land  a  common  thing  1  I  constantly  want  a  know-  ^^* 
ledge  of  that  law.  A  poor  man  wants  it  even  more  than  I  do.  There 
is  no  man  who  does  not  need  to  know  how  he  is  to  right  himself  when 
wronged,  what  is  the  quickest  way  of  recovering  a  debt,  what  is  the 
limit  of  his  own  legal  powers.  There  are  knavish  attorneys  in  the 
world  who  sometimes  involve  a  poor  man  in  expenses  from  which  a 
little  knowledge  of  law  would  have  protected  him.  There  are  others 
who  intimidate  a  poor  man  by  threats,  which  a  little  knowledge  of  law 
would  set  at  defiance.  Surely  what  is  the  need  of  every  man  in  every 
business  transaction  with  his  fellows  must  be  a  common  thing.  But 
no ;  I  am  wrong  again  :  the  elements  of  law  are  not  among  the  com* 
mon  things. 

Are  the  laws  of  the  soul  among  the  common  things  ?  I  am  made  of 
soul  and  body ;  and  the  former  is,  perhaps,  of  nearly  as  much  import* 
ance  as  the  latter.  So  necessary  is  it  for  me  to  learn  something  about 
the  laws  of  the  souFs  life  and  action,  that  the  intercourse  of  the  world 
compels  me  to  do  so,  whether  I  will  or  no.  But  learning  so  acquired, 
though  real  enough,  is  fitful,  uncertain,  vagne.  I  ought  to  know  such 
laws  in  the  fullest  clearness.  The  knowledge  of  them  is  not  merely  of 
great  importance  to  myself,  but  of  nearly  equal  importance  to  others. 
My  children  may  depend  on  that  knowledge  for  the  best  part  of  their 
training:  how  habits  are  formed,  still  more  how  they  may  be  cured; 
what  is  the  use  of  discipline,  what  the  limits  of  it;  what  is  the  rightful 
place  of  conscience,  and  what  mistakes  may  be  easily  made  in  her 
name;  the  best  way  of  acquiring  knowledge  and  improving  the  mind 
without  assistance;  all  this  is  too  important,  and  assuredly  too  common 
a  thing  to  be  left  to  the  mere  chance  of  instruction  of  that  mother  of  all 
invention,  necessity.  But  no;  I  am  wrong  again.  The  well-]ntention« 
ed,  anxious  father,  whose  mistaken  severity  has  hardened  the  child's 
unruly  temper  in  the  endeavour  to  bend  it,  must  not  be  accused  of 
ignorance;  but  if  he  does  not  know  the  principle  of  the  barometer,  your 
last  number  tells  me  that  he  is  to  be  asked,  "Why  don't  you  know  such 
a  common  thing  as  that  )*' 

Now,  there  may  be  many  excellent  reasons  for  not  teaching  these 
subjects  with  the  same  seal  as  we  are  to  teach  chemistry  and  natural 
history,  mechanics,  hydrostatics,  optics,  and  electricity.  But  are  they 
not  common  things  %  At  any  rate,  if  we  mean  to  be  precise,  the  sooner 
we  get  another  title  instead  of  common  things  "  for  the  new  branch  of 
elementary  education''  the  better. 

At  present  the  phrase  is  delusive*  It  seems  to  imply  that  a  youth^ 
instructed  in  these  fiivoured  studies  will  issue  from  his  school  armed 
to  encounter  and  triumph  over  all  the  common  difficulties  of  life ;  that 
though  some  other  instruction  may  be  useful,  this  is  indispensable — nay, 
considering  the  shortness  of  our  lives,  and  of  the  part  of  them  given  to 
education,  perhaps  even  sufficient ;  and  that  a  man  is  better  equipped 
for  the  world  if  he  understands  the  construction  of  his  own  spine,  thaa 
if  he  can  write  a  neat  account  of  to-day's  work  or  a  plan  for  to-mop* 
row's.  Lord  Ashburton,  indeed,  seems  to  believe  that  even  already  it 
is  the  possession  of  this  knowledge  of  '^ common  things"  which  distiiw 
jguiehes  the  sttceefiurful  from  the  nnsaccessful  peasants  ^'  It  is  the  patienl 
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ArraUMx  Ki  obflervatioii  of  nature,**  he  says,  "  which  makes  one  mother  of  a  fiunilj 
Avpendirto  *  better  economist  than  another ;  which  enables  one  to  liye  in  abon- 
B«port  on  dance,  where  another  starves ;  which,  in  similar  dwellings^  makes  the 
Bttmiiu^on  in  children  of  one  parent  healthy,  of  the  other  puny  and  ailing.*'  I  most 
^^^owledgo  of  ^  ^1^^^  jjj  ^jj^-g  p^jnij  my  experience  does  not  agree  with  his  lordahip's. 
thingi,"  by  I  have  a  strong  impression  that,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  if  you  pick  oat 
Win.H*Creed7,  the  neatest  cottage  and  the  healthiest  children  in  a  village,  you  will  find 
^' '  the  owners  possessed  of  very  little  superiority  in  the  knowledge  of  com- 

mon things.  The  difference,  as  far  as  I  have  seen,  is  invariably  moral, 
not  intellectual ;  the  result  of  better  tastes  and  firmer  character,  not  of 
deeper  acquaintance  with  the  laws  of  nature.  A  tidy  woman  keeps 
her  house  and  children  clean,  not  because  she  understands  the  princi- 
ples of  ventilation  or  the  action  of  the  human  skin,  but  because  she 
likes  cleanliness  and  hates  dirt.  She  economizes  her  husband's  wages, 
not  by  better  knowledge  than  her  neighbours,  but  by  greater  care  and 
diligence.  And  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  seen  instances  of  consider- 
able knowledge  combined  with  very  untidy  and  naaty  habits  of  life. 
■  On  the  whole,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  title  of  "  common  things  "  is 
not  very  easily  intelligible  by  itself.  In  order  to  understand  it^  I 
suppose  I  must  have  recourse  to  the  books  in  which  this  knowledge  is 
nid  to  be  found,  and  the  examination  questions  in  which  it  is  contained. 
And  it  would  then  appear  to  be  nothing  else  than  the  elements  of 
physical  science  and  political  economy.  But  this  definition  is  not  yet 
precise  enough ;  for  if  it  were,  there  seems  no  reason  why  the  phrase 
'^  common  things,**  an  ambiguous,  and  rather  ambitious  phrase,  should 
be  used  instead.  Nor,  indeed,  would  the  promoters  of  the  movement 
feel  quite  satisfied  to  identify  their  new  branch  of  elementary  educsr 
tion  with  any  thing  so  old  and  familiar  as  the  rudiments  of  physical 
science.  Lord  Ashburton  evidently  means  to  encourage  the  instruction 
of  the  children  of  the  peasantry,  not  merely  in  certain  subjects,  but  in 
accordance  with  a  certain  method.  He  does  not  mean  merely  that  the 
children  should  be  taught  the  principles  of  chemistry,  of  mechanics,  of 
pneumatics,  and  the  like,  but  that  the  teacher  shoulc^  as  £Bir  as  possible, 
take  nature  for  his  Uboratory  and  demonstration  room ;  should  make 
all  his  science  immediately  practical  and  real;  should  compel  his  pupils 
to  feel  that  the  knowledge  which  they  were  acquiring,  was  not  some 
recondite  mystery,  with  which  their  lives  had  little  to  do,  but  a  mat- 
ter of  the  most  ordinary  experience,  and  one  in  which  their  concern 
never  for  one  moment  ceased.  The  science  of  common  things  is  not  to 
'  be  defined,  the  rudiments  of  physical  science  and  of  political  economy, 
but  these  rudiments  as  illustrated  in  daily  life. 

With  regard  to  this  method  of  teaching  I  have  nothing  to  say  bat 
praise.  The  difference  between  real  and  hypothetical  illnstrationfi^ 
between  concrete  and  abstract  demonstrations,  is  so  vast,  that  no  one 
has  any  right  to  be  called  a  teacher  of  children  who  does  not  use  the 
real  and  the  concrete  whenever  he  can.  An  experiment  like  the  Dean 
jof  Hereford's  now  celebrated  comparison  of  the  two  teapots  is  worth 
more  than  a  whole  course  of  lectures.  In  fftct,  the  success  of  seientifie 
instruction,  will  generally  be  in  the  inverse  proportion  to  the  quantity 
of  artificial  apparatus  used  in  giving  it.  What  is  exhibited  by  the  aid 
of  rare  and  costly  apparatus  will  inevitably  seem  to  belong  to  soma 
unapproachable  region,  and  not  to  this  every-day  earth ;  and  ttie  knoW" 
ledge  thus  acquired  may  be  sound  in  itself,  but  will  surely  be  frnitlesfl 
of  all  intrinsic  growth.  Too  much  praise  can  hardly  be  giveu  to  such 
a  book  as  ^' Dawes*  Suggestive  Hints,**  considered  as  a  manual  of  the  art 
«f  giving  lessons.  The  only  objection  indeed  that  can  be  made  to  thif 
mrthod  of  teaching  is  its  excc&sive  difficolty.    To  pat  together  a  few 
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illustrations  from  daily  life  is  easy  enough.     But  he  must  be  no  com*  A^pbnbxx  K<^ 
mon  master  of  his  art  who  will  give  a  complete  s3rBtem  of  instrnqtion  in  Appendix  to 
any  subject  with  only  such  appliances.     Even  in  the  laboratory,  where  Report  on 
our  experiments  are  carefully  freed  from  every  thing  foreign  to  the  S'?*^{^J^  % 
principle  which  we  wish  to  illustrate,  they  sometimes  faiL     In  nature  common*^  * 
we  rarely,  if  ever,  get  the  action  of  a  principle  pure.     Every  real  thingC  hj 
phenomenon  is,  as  it  were,  the  confluence  of  so  many  physical  laws  Wm.M'Cieedy, 
acting  at  once  upon  it ;  is  the  subject  of  so  many  exceptions  and  pecu-  ^' 
liarities,  that  it  is  the  very  hardest  thing  to  go  £»  with  such  illustra- 
tions and  not  break  down.     The  chimney  will  not  smoke  when  it  ought 
by  all  rational  principles  to  smoke  furiously;  the  water  will  retain  heat 
when  it  ought  to  have  become  cool ;  the  water  which  ought  to  turn 
milky  remains  obstinately  clear ;  and  that  which  should  be  clear  is 
quite  white.     And  eyen  when  there  is  no  such  mischance,  the  success 
of  our  natural  experiment  (unlike  the  artificial  one  in  the  laboratory) 
is  so  unmarked  as  to  be  hardly  perceptible*     Our  mechanical  illustnir 
tioos  are  thwarted  by  the  perpetual  presence  of  friction ;  our  chemicaly 
by  want  of  purity ;  our  electrical,  by  the  state  of  the  atmosphere.     It 
sounds  very  easy  to  say,  teach  by  reference  to  real  life  ;  but  those  who 
have  tried  it,  know  that  it  is  about  the  hardest  problem  which  a  teacher 
can  be  set  to  solve ;  and  that  just  in  proportion  as  the  teaching  is 
required  to  be  exact,  does  it  become  almost  impossible.     But  wherever 
real  illustrations  are  possible,  there  they  are  essential,  if  we  are  to 
plant  living  seeds,  and  not  dead  rules  in  the  minds  of  our  pupils. 

Nor  would  I  desire  to  say  any  thing  against  the  subjects  included 
under  our  title.  I  think  it  quite  unquestionable,  that  men  whose  chief 
business  it  is  to  subdue  nature,  ought  to  learn  what  nature  is.  If 
history  and  philosophy  and  the  laws  which  govern  minds  and  wills  are 
the  proper  study  of  the  governing  classes,  physical  science  and  the  kws 
which  govern  nature  are  the  proper  study  of  the  working  classes.  But 
I  have  now  said  all.  And  I  hope  that  yon  will  let  me  say  a  word  on 
the  other  side,  for  I  think  it  is  really  needed. 

In  the  first  place,  there  is  no  slight  danger  that  this  physical  science 
may  degenerate  into  a  mere  mass  of  unconnected  facts.  The  science  is 
large  :  the  illustrations  that  can  be  obtained  from  reality  are  few,  and 
cannot  fill  up  the  limits  of  the  science.  If  yon  keep  to  reality  your 
lessons  become  a  mere  series  of  receipts  like  those  in  the  cookery-book, 
receipts  for  curing  smoky  chimneys,  for  making  strong  tea^  for  ventilat* 
ing  a  close  room.  The  unity  and  completeness  of  the  science  being 
lost,  very  few  of  the  learners  will  be  able  to  adapt  their  learning  to 
new  cases,  and  it  very  rarely  happens  that  in  practice  exactly  the 
same  case  will  turn  up  again.  They  ought  to  reason  by  analogy. 
Yes  I  but  the  very  essence  of  analogy  consists  in  a  due  relation  of  the 
two  things  compared  to  the  whole  science  under  which  they  falL  It 
is  no  reasonin;^  by  analogy  when  an  old  woman  wants  you  to  curO; 
your  indigestion  by  what  cured  her  rheumatism,  even  though  the  symp- 
toms in  each  case  may  happen  to  be  pains  in  the  chest.  We  escape 
this  danger  by  going  into  the  principles  of  what  we  teach.  Oertainly ; 
but  carry  this  out,  and  you  soon  get  very  far  away  from  common 
things. 

In  the  second  place,  there  is  no  slight  danger  that  one  of  the  chief 
purposes  of  all  learning  may  be  forgotten.  That  purpose  is  not  know- 
ledge^ but  the  power  of  acquiring  and  using  knowledge.  The  value  of 
a  lesson  varies  generally  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  intellectual 
exercises  which  it  gives  to  the  learner.  If  I  give  a  boy  a  sum  to 
work  in  the  Double  Rule  of  Three,  or  in  Practice,  he  must  put  his  mind 
&idy  to  the  task  or  he  cannot  do  it    I  may  hare  to  show  him  how  to> 
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▲fpbxdix  K.  do  it  many  times ;  but  I  never  consider  him  to  liave  mastered  my 
Appe&diTto  teaching  until  he  can  do  it  without  help.  The  unassisted  working- 
Report  on  of  problems  is  at  once  the  great  means  of  learning  and  the  test  that  the 
Kxftmfnation  in  learning  is  sound.  Just  in  the  same  sense,  to  parse  a  sentence  is  a 
common*  **  problem  at  once  teaching  grammar  and  testing  the  knowledge  of  it, 
things."  by  Another  problem  of  the  same  kind  is  the  composition  of  a  short  narratire 
Wm.M'G!i«ed7,  fjom  memory  of  one  already  written,  or  from  knowledge  of  the  facU 
^'  to  be  narrated.     In  all  these  cases,  I  can  be  quite  certain  that  the 

intellect  has  fairly  done  its  work,  and  not  merely  ''  assisted  *'  (to  use 
the  French  word)  at  the  work  being  done.  But  if  it  is  hard  to  find 
illastrations  of  physical  science,  how  tenfold  is  it  harder  to  find  problems 
for  solution  within  the  compass  of  a  child's  mind.  The  result  is,  that 
the  solving  of  such  problems  is  altogether  left  out,  and  the  learner  does 
nothing  but  follow  the  reasoning  of  the  teacher.  Questions  may  be 
asked  here  and  there  in  the  course  of  a  lesson,  or  the  whole  lesson  may 
consist  of  a  series  of  judicious  questions.  But  how  rarely  is  the  learner 
left  fairly  to  himself  to  battle  with  a  difficult  physical  fact,  as  he  would 
battle  with  a  difficult  sum,  and  how  weak  is  the  intellectual  effort 
required  to  answer  a  question  forming  one  of  a  series,  and  offering, 
therefore,  every  facility  for  a  guessing  solution,  in  comparison  with  that 
iuvolved  in  working  out  a  much  easier  problem  quite  unaided.  Nor 
is  the  difference  only  intellectual.  It  is  to  a  child  a  very  real  training 
in  moral  courage,  to  fiskce  a  hard  sum  or  a  hard  piece  of  parsing  and 
go  through  with  it;  a  moral  courage  never  needed,  and  therefore  never 
exercised  in  answering  the  questions  of  a  teacher,  who  cannot  throw 
time  away,  and  will  therefore  vary  his  questions  and  suggest  the  answer 
in  less  than  a  minute  if  you  will  but  hold  your  tongue. 

Then  what  do  1  want?  First,  I  want  in  this  teaching  of  common 
things,  more  stress  to  be  laid  upon  the  method,  less  upon  the  subject. 
One  of  the  first  results  of  Lord  Ashburton's  project  was  Johnston's 
series  of  little  books  on  the  "  Chemistry  of  Common  Life."  They  are 
very  pleasant  little  collections  of  interesting  facts ;  as  specimens  of 
method  they  are  entirely  useless.  In  ray  opinion,  they  are  at  pre- 
sent doing  more  harm  than  good.  They  encourage  the  notion  that 
teaching  common  things  means  giving  information  about  the  most 
common  physical  phenomena.  While  we  retain  this  notion  we  are  on 
the  wrong  rail,  and  shall  certainly  be  carried  out  of  our  track.  Secondly, 
I  want  better  reading-books  for  our  elder  classes  than  the  dry  stuff  to 
which  we  are  at  present  condemned ;  some  acknowledgment  that  chil- 
dren can  feel  as  well  as  think  ;  something  to  cultivate  taste  as  well  as  to 
impart  knowledge.  And  thirdly,  though  I  have  studied  various 
branches  of  physical  and  natural  science ;  yet,  as  I  am  not  quite  familiar 
enough  with  my  own  spine  to  call  the  precise  knowledge  of  its  construc- 
tion a  common  thing,  I  feel  as  if  it  would  hardly  be  modest  in  me  to 
acquiesce  without  a  murmur  in  the  title  "  Common  Things." 


Appendix  F. 
The  CuLTiVATioir  of  EHOWLKDaB  the  Puovnrcfi  of  Man  as  Mait. 

But  is  it  really  admitted,  as  a  great  principle  for  practical  appltca* 
tion,  that  the  mind — the  intelligent^  imperishable  existence — is  the 
supremely  valuable  thing  in  man  ?  It  is  then  admitted,  inevitably, 
that  the  discipline,  the  correction,  the  improvement,  the  maturation  of 
this  spiritual  being  to  the  highest  attainable  degree,  is  the  great  object 
to  be  desired  by  men,  for  themselves  and  one  another — ^ihat  is  to  say, 
that  knowledge,  cultivation,  ealutary  exercise,  ivisdom—- all  that  can 
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conduce  to  the  perfection  of  the  mind,  form  the  state  in  which  it  is  due  AmvmxJL 
to  uan*8  nature  that  he  should  he  endeavoured  to  be  placed.    But  Append  to 
then,  this  is  due  to  his  nature  by  dn  absolutely  general  law.    Be  cannot  Report  on 
be  so  circumstanced  in  the  order  of  society  that  this  shall  not  be  due  **^*°?*j*'*  *■ 
to  it.    No  situation  in  which  the  arrangements  of  the  world,  or  say  of  common 
Providence,  may  place  him  can  constitute  him  a  specific  kind  of  creature,  things/*  by 
to  which  is  no  longer  fit  and  necessary  that  which  is  necessary  to  the  Wm.MKieedy, 
well-being  of  man  considered  generally  as  a  spiritual,  immortal  nature.  ^' 
The  essential  law  of  this  nature  cannot  be  abrogated  by  men  being 
placed  in  humble  and  narrow  circumstances,  in  which  a  very  large  por- 
tion of  their  time  and  exertions  are  required  for  mere  subsistence. 
This  accident  of  a  confined  situation  is  no  more  a  reason  why  their 
minds  should  not  require  the  best  attainable  cultivation  than  would  be 
the  circumstance  that  the  body  in  which  a  man's  mind  is  lodged 
happens  to  be  of  smaller  dimensions  than  those  of  other  men. 

That  under  the  disadvantages  of  this  humble  situation  they  cannot 
acquire  all  the  mental  improvement  desirable  for  the  perfection  of  their 
intelligent  nature,  that  the  situation  renders  it  impracticable,  is  quite 
another  matter.  So  far  as  this  inhibition  is  real  and  absolute — that  is, 
fio  &r  as  it  must  remain  after  the  best  exertion  of  human  wisdom  and 
means  in  their  favour,  it  must  be  submitted  to  as  one  of  the  infelicities 
of  the  allotment  by  Providence.  What  we  are  insisting  on  is,  that 
since  by  the  law  of  their  nature  there  is  to  them  the  same  general 
necessity  as  to  any  other  human  beings,  of  that  which  is  essential  to 
the  well-being  of  the  mind,  they  should  be  advanced  in  this  improve- 
ment as  far  as  they  can  ;  that  is,  as  far  as  a  wise  and  benevolent  dis- 
position of  the  community  can  make  it  practicable  for  them  to  be 
advanced. 

It  is  an  odious  hypocrisy  to  talk  of  the  narrow  limits  to  this 
advancement  as  an  ordination  of  Providence,  when  a  well-ordered 
constitution  and  management  of  the  community  might  enlarge  those 
limits ;  at  least  itns  so  in  the  pistifiert  of  that  social  system.  Those 
"who  deplore  and  condemn  it  may  properly  speak  of  the  appointment 
of  Providence ;  but  in  another  sense — as  they  would  speak  of  the  dis- 
pensations of  Providence  in  consolation  to  a  man  iniquitously  impri* 
fioned  or  impoverished. 

Let  the  people,  then,  be  advanced  in  the  improvement  of  their 
rational  nature  as  fskr  as  they  can.  A  greater  degree  of  this  progress 
will  be  more  for  their  welfare  ^than  a  less.  This  might  be  snown  in 
forms  of  illustration  easily  conceived,  and  as  easily  vindicated  from 
the  imputation  of  extravagance,  by  instances  which  every  observer 
may  have  met  with  in  real  life.  A  poor  man,  cultivated  in  a  small 
degree,  has  acquired  a  few  just  ideas  of  an  important  subject,  which 
lies  out  of  the  scope  of  his  daily  employments  for  subsistence.  Be  that 
subject  what  it  may,  if  those  ideas  are  of  any  use  to  him,  by  what 
principle  would  one  idea  more,  or  two,  or  twenty,  be  of  no  use  to 
him  f  Of  no  use  1  when  all  the  thinking  world  knows  that  every  addi- 
tional clear  idea  of  a  subject  is  valuable  by  a  ratio  of  progress  greater 
than  that  of  the  mere  numerical  increase ;  and  that  by  a  large  addition 
of  ideas  a  man  triples  the  value  of  those  with  which  he  began.  He  has 
read  a  small  meagre  tract  on  the  subject,  or,  perhaps,  only  an  article  in 
a  magazine,  or  an  essav  in  the  literary  column  of  a  provincial  news- 
paper. Where  would  be  the  harm,  on  supposition  he  can  fairly  afford 
the  time,  in  consequence  of  husbanding  it  for  this  very  purpose,  of  hie 
reading  a  well- written,  concise  book  which  would  give  him  a  clear^ 
comprehensive  view  of  the  subject? 

£ut  perhaps  another  branch  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  bends  its  btfit 
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lApffiiDit  C  temptingly  to  hiB  hand.     And  if  he  should  indulge,  and  gain  a  toleiablj 

Ajw^jnTtu      ®^®*^  notion  of  one  more  interesting  subject  (still  punctually  regardful 

Beport  on         of  the  duties  of  his  ordinary  yocation)  where,  we   say  again,  is  the 

EMmination  in  harm  t     Converse  with  him,  observe  his  conduct,  compare  him  with  the 

common*  ^*  **  Wretched  clown  in  a  neighbouring  dwelling,  and  say  that  he  is  the 

things/*  bj        worse  for  having  thus  much  of  the  provision  for  a  mental  subsistence. 

Wm.M'Creedy,  But  jf  i\^^^  much  has  contributed  greatly  to  his  advantage,  why  should 

*^'  he  be  interdicted  still  further  attainments  1     Are  you  alarmed  for  him 

if  he  will  needs  go  the  length  of  acquiring  some  knowledge  of  geography, 

the  solar  system,  and  the  history  of  his  own  country  and  of  the  ancient 

world  1     Let  him  proceed,  supply  him  gratuitously  with  some  of  the 

best  books  on  these  subjects,  and  if  you  shall  converse  with  him  again, 

after  another  year  or  two  of  his  progress,  and  compare  him  once  more 

with  the  ignorant^  stunted,  cankered  beings  in  his  vicinity,  you  will 

see  whether  there  be  any  thing  essentially  at  variance  between  his 

narrow  circumstances  in  life  and  his  mental  enlargement. 

And  where  now  is  the  evil  he  is  incurring  or  causing  during  this 
progress  of  violating,  step  after  step,  the  circumscription  by  whicb  the 
aristocratic  compasses  were  again  and  again,  with  small  reluctant 
extensions  to  successive  greater  distances,  defining  the  scope  of  the 
knowledge  proper  for  a  man  of  his  condition  ?  It  is  a  bad  thing,  is  it, 
that  he  has  a  multiplicity  of  ideas  to  relieve  the  tedium  incident  to 
the  sameness  of  his  course  of  life  ;  that,  with  many  things  which  had 
«lse  been  but  mere  insignificant  facts,  or  plain  dry  notions  and  prin- 
isiples,  he  has  a  variety  of  interesting  associations,  like  woodbines  and 
rosea  wreathing  round  the  otherwise  hare,  U7i  graceful  forms  of  erect  stones 
or  withered  trees  ;  that  the  world  is  an  interpreted  and  intelligible 
volume  before  his  eyes  ;  that  he  has  a  power  ol  applying  himself  to 
thimk  of  what  it  becomes  at  any  time  necessary  for  him  to  understand  ? 
Is  it  a  judgment  upon  him  for  his  temerity  in  ''  seeking  and  inter^ 
meddling  with  wisdom "  with  which  he  had  no  business,  that  he  has 
tBo  much  to  impart  to  his  children  as  they  are  growing  up;  and  that,  if 
some  of  them  are  already  come  to  maturity,  they  know  not  where  to  find 
a  man  to  respect  more  than  their  father  1  Or  if  he  takes  a  part  in  the 
•converse  and  devotional  exercises  of  religious  society,  is  no  one  there 
the  better  for  the  clearness  and  the  plenitude  of  his  thoughts  and  the 
■propriety  of  his  expression  ?  But  there  would  be  no  end  of  the  pre- 
posterous supposition  fairly  attachable  to  the  notion  that  the  mentxd 
improvement  of  the  common  people  has  some  proper  limit  of  arbitrary 
prescription,  on  the  ground  simply  of  their  being  the  common  people, 
and  quite  distinct  from  the  restriction  which  their  circumstances  may 
invincibly  impose  on  their  ability. — John  Foster, 


Appendix  G. 
Value  of  Knowledge  in  AEFiNiNa  and  BLEVAiiNa  the  Mind. 

How  is  the  mind  of  the  labourer  or  artizan  to  be  delivered  from  the 
blank  and  stupified  state,  during  the  parts  of  his  employment  that  do 
not  necessarily  engross  his  thoughts  1  How  but  by  its  having  within 
some  store  of  subjects  for  thought;  something  for  memory,  imagination, 
reflection;  in  a  word,  by  the  possession  of  knowledge)  How  can  it 
be  sensibly  alive  and  active,  when  it  is  placed  fully  and  decidedly 
out  of  communication  with  all  things  that  are  friendly  to  intel- 
lectual life ;  all  things  that  apply  a  beneficial  stimulus  to  the  £icu!< 

,  ties;. all  things  of  this  world  or  another,  that  are  the  moat  inviting 
or  commanding  to  thought  and  emotion  f    We  can  imagine  this  iH^&ted 

;  lii|»&it^.especiaiiy  if  by  naiove  of  the  semewhaA  fizier  tetn^mmtnty  4hua 
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detached  from  all  vital  connexion,  secluded  from  the  whole  vmTerse,  and  Amroix  K« 
enclosed  as  by  a  prison  walL     We  can  imagine  it  sometimes  moved  Appendix  to 
with  an  indistinct  longing  for  its  appropriate  interests;  and  going  round  Report  on 
and  round  by  this  dark,  dead  wall,  to  seek  for  any  spot  where  there  EMminatioii  in 
might  be  a  chance  of  escape,  or  any  crevice  where  a  living  element  for  cl)mmon     * 
the  soul  transpires;  and  then,  as  feeling  it  all  in  vain,  dejectedly  re-  things,"  by 
signing  itself  again  to  its  doom.    Some  ignorant  minds  have  instinctive  WnkM^C^dj, 
impulses  of  this  kind;  though  far  more  of  them  are  so  deeply  stupified  ^'  " 

as  to  be  habitually  safe  from  any  such  inquietude.  But  let  them  have 
received  in  their  youth,  and  progressively  afterwards,  a  considerable 
measure  of  interesting  information  respecting,  for  instance,  the  many 
striking  objects  on  the  globe  they  inhabit,  the  memorable  events  of  past 
ages,  the  origin  and  uses  of  remarkable  works  within  their  view, 
remaining  from  ancient  times;  the  causes  of  effects  and  phenomena 
familiar  to  their  observation,  as  now  unintelligible  fitcts;  the  prospects 
of  man,  from  the  relation  he  stands  in  to  time,  and  eternity,  and  God, 
explained  by  the  great  principles  and  feusts  of  religion.  Let  there  be 
fixed  in  their  knowledge  so  many  ideas  of  these  kinds  as  might  be 
imparted  by  a  comparatively  humble  education,  one  quite  compatible 
with  the  destination  to  a  life  of  ordinary  employment;  and  even  invol* 
nntarily  the  thoughts  would  often  recur  to  these  subjects,  in  those 
moments  and  hours  when  the  manual  occupation  can  and  actually 
will  be  prosecuted  with  but  little  of  exclusive  attention.  Blight  inci* 
dents^  casual  expressions,  would  sometimes  suggest  these  subjects ;  by 
association  they  would  suggest  one  another.  The  mere  reaction  of  a 
somewhat  cultivated  spirit  against  invading  dulness,  might  recall  some 
of  the  more  amusing  and  elating  ones ;  and  they  would  fiEdl  like  a  gleam 
of  sunshine  on  the  imagination.  An  emotion  of  conscience,  a  self<« 
reflection,  an  occurring  question  of  duty,  a  monitory  sensation  of  defects 
ive  health,  would  sometimes  point  to  the  serious  and  solemn  ones.  The 
mind  might  thus  go  a  considerable  way  to  recreate  or  profit  itself,  and, 
on  coming  back  again,  find  all  safe  in  the  processes  of  the  field  or  thft 
loom.  The  man  would  thus  come  from  these  processes  with  more  than 
the  bare  earnings  to  set  against  the  fatigue.  There  would  thus  be 
scattered  some  appearances  to  entertain,  and  some  sources  and  produc- 
tions to  refresh,  over  what  were  else  a  dead  and  barren  flat  of  exLrt- 
ence. — John  Foster, 


Appendix  H. 

Union  of  Instbugtion  with  Education. 

Some  years  since,  I  know  not  when,  it  was  supposed,  or  we  have  said 
it  was  supposed,  that  the  whole  business  of  education  was  to  store  the 
mind  with  facts.  Dugald  Stewart,  I  believe,  somewhere  remarks  thai 
the  business  of  education,  on  the  contrary,  is  to  cultivate  the  original 
faculties.  Hence  the  conclusion  was  drawn,  that  it  mattered  not  what 
you  taught;  the  great  business  was  to  strengthen  the  faculties.  Now 
this  conclusion  has  afforded  to  the  teacher  a  most  convenient  refuge 
against  the  pressure  of  almost  every  manner  of  attack.  If  you  taught 
a  boy  rhetoric,  and  he  could  not  write  English,  it  was  sufficient  to  say* 
that  the  grand  object  was  not  to  teach  the  structure  of  sentences,  but 
to  strengthen  the  facnltiea  If  you  taught  him  the  mathematics,  and 
he  did  not  understand  the  rule  of  three,  and  could  not  tell  you  how  to 
measure  the  height  of  his  village  steeple,  it  was  all  no  matter, — ihe> 
object  was  to  strengthen  his  fEusulties.  I^  after  six  or  seven  years  of 
study  of  the  languages^  he  had  no  more  taste  for  the  chissics  than  for 
Sanaorit,  and  sold  his  books  to  ti|ie  highest  b^ddqr,  resolved  neve^  «g*Uiv 
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Anwmjx  C  to  look  into  them,  it  was  all  no  matter, — ^he  had  been  studying  to 
ApMBdix  to  strengthen  hi«  facalties,  while,  by  thia  very  proeees,  bis  faoolties  hare 
lUport  <m         been  enfeebled  abnost  to  annihilation. 

EnmtiMtion  in  Now,  if  I  mistake  not,  all  this  reasoning  is  false,  even  to  absarditj. 
eomipoB**'**     Granting  that  the  improvement  of  the  fii^ulties  is  the  most  important 


thing*,"  bv  business  of  instruction,  it  does  not  follow  that  it  is  the  otdy  business. 
Wat.M*CMdj,  What  1  will  a  man  tell  me,  that  it  is  of  no  consequence  whether  or  not  I 
**^*  know  the  laws  of  the  umverse  under  which  I  am  constituted?    Will 

he  insult  me  by  pretending  to  teach  them  to  me  in  such  a  manner 
that  I  shall  in  the  end  know  nothing  about  them )  Are  sudi  the  results 
to  which  the  science  of  education  leads  Y  Will  a  man  pretend  to  ilin- 
minate  me,  by  thrusting  himself, year  after  year,  exactly  in  my  sunshine ) 
Ko:  if  a  man  profess  to  teach  me  the  Utws  of  my  Creator,  let  him  make 
the  thing  plain ;  let  him  teach  me  to  remember  it,  and  accustom  me  to 
apply  it.  Otherwise,  let  bim  stand  out  of  the  way,  and  allow  me  to  do 
it  for  myself. 

But  this  doctrine  is  yet  more  false;  for  eveo  if  it  be  true,  that  it 
matters  not  what  is  taught,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  it  is  no  matteir 
how  it  is  taught.  The  doctrine  in  question,  however,  supposes  that  the 
fiusnlties  are  to  be  somehow  strengthened  by  *'  going  over,**  as  it  is 
«alled,  a  book,  or  a  science,  without  any  regard  to  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  done.  The  faculties  are  strengthened  by  the  use  of  the  faculties; 
but  this  doctrine  has  been  quoted  to  shield  a  mode  of  teaching  in  which 
they  were  not  used  at  all;  and  hence  has  arisen  a  great  amount  of 
teaching,  which  has  had  very  little  effect,  either  in  communicating 
knowledge  or  giving  efficiency  to  mind. 

Let  us,  theu,  come  to  the  truth  of  the  question.  It  is  important 
vfhat  I  study ;  for  it  is  important  whether  or  not  I  know  the  laws  of  t/ijr 
being,  and  it  is  importa^U  that  I  so  study  tliem  that  they  shall  be  of  use  to 
me.  It  is  also  important  that  my  intdlectual  faculties  be  improved,  and, 
therefore,  important  thai  an  instructor  do  not  so  employ  my  time  as  (o 
render  them  Uss  efficient, — Professor  Wayland* 


Appendix  I. 

On  Instbuciion  in  the  Natural  Sciexges  in  Ei^ementaby  Scboou 

(of  Fbance). 

(Extract  from  M.  Willms*  Works  on  the  Education  of  the  People.) 

The  law  has  placed  among  the  objects  of  instruction  in  the  higher 
elementary  schools,  the  rudiments  of  the  physical  sciences  and  of  naivral 
history  applicahle  to  the  usages  of  life.  We  require  that  this  instruction 
should  be  admitted  everywhere,  and  considered  as  imperative  in  the 
higher  divisions  of  ordinary  schools.  Let  no  one,  however,  be  afiaid. 
I  do  not  ask  that  there  should  be  ever3rwhcre  established  collections  of 
philosophical  apparatus,  and  chemical  laboratories,  or  that  the  three 
kingdoms  of  nature  should  be  studied  in  every  little  village  school.  I 
only  wish,  that  to  the  children  of  the  people,  there  be  imparted  some 
knowledge  of  surrounding  nature ;  that  they  be  made  to  understand, 
as  much  as  possible,  its  beauties,  its  curiosities,  its  utilities,  and  its 
dangers. 

This  instruction  I  require  still  less  for  the  sake  of  its  material  or 
worldly  benefits  to  the  pupils,  than  for  the  sake  of  Uieir  SDsthetio  and 
intellectual,  moral,  and  religions  education.  Indeed,  knowledge  is  not 
only  power — it  ennobles  and  raises  the  soul ;  and  at  the  same  time, 
nourishes,  and  enlightens  the  reason.  It  is  of  especial  importance  to 
education  to  awaken  the  curiosity  of  children,  and  to  satisfy  it  in  a 
just  degree,  lesa  for  the  purpose  of  storing  their  mind*  with  varied  ideas 
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than  for  that  of  cultivating  the  reason,  and  giving  elevation  to  their  Appaypix  k;, 
souJs.  ^  AppewUxto 

The  education  of  the  sentiment  of  the  beautiful  requires  that  they  Report  on 
should  be  rendered  attentive  to  the  wonders  of  nature ;  and  intellectuai  ,?^°"°J^^ '"l 
education  cannot  be  better  begun,  than  by  a  revelation  of  the  marvels  common**^  ** 
presented  there:  on  all  sides,  religious  education  may  derive  great  assist-  thinga,"  by 
ance  from  the  contemplation  of  the  harmony  and  beauty  of  nature.  ^™*M*Ore«dy, 
The  empire  of  superstition,  which,  in  degrading,  demoralizes  the  people^ 
can  only  be  destroyed  by  the  alliance  of  religion  and  science. 

But  the  worldly  interest  of  the  pupils,  also  demand  that  they  should 
receive  correct  ideas  of  nature,  avoiding  all  terms  too  technical  and 
learned.  There  are  many  noxious  animaJs  and  plants  :  it  is  of  import* 
ance  that  they  should  be  made  acquainted  with  these,  although  they  do 
not  become  botanists  or  zoologists.  Tho  most  ordinary  natural  pheno- 
mena present  dangers ;  it  is  necessary  to  explain  such  to  the  pupils 
in  order  to  secure  them  from  hazard,  and  this  may  be  done  without 
making  them  natural  philosophers.  Many  accidents  could  be  avoided 
hy  a  little  knowledge  and  prudence;  and  independently  of  the  advantages 
which  science,  in  penetrating  more  and  more  deeply  into  the  secrets  of 
nature,  offers  to  industry,  there  are  some  which  belong  only  to  those 
who  have  some  knowledge  of  that  nature  in  the  midst  of  which  they 
live. 

Already  in  the  greater  part  of  elementary  schools,  the  subjects  of 
natural  history,  and  philosophy,  chemistry,  and  even  cosmography,  are 
frequently  introduced.  In  the  reading  books  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
pupils  are  to  be  found  extracts  on  these  subjects,  more  or  less  abundant: 
and  if  the  teacher  wishes  to  make  them  understand  what  they  read,  he 
is  obliged  to  enter  with  them  into  details  more  or  less  instructive. 
Religious  instruction  itself  supposes  a  certain  amount  of  knowledge  of 
nature  and  theuniverse.  I  ask  fornothing  new, unusual,and  unheard  of, in 
demanding  the  instructions  I  am  now  speaking  of  for  all  popular  schools: 
I  only  ask,  that,  instead  of  being  thus  left  to  chance  and  opportunity, 
it  should  be  given  more  directly,  more  regularly,  and  that  it  should  be 
more  complete,  without  ever  assuming  a  scientific  character,  and  without 
going  beyond  the  poini^s  of  the  teachers,  or  the  capacity  and  wants  of 
the  pupils. 

This  instruction  shotlld  include  the  rudiments  of  natural  history  and 
chemistry  :  the  rudiments  of  cosmography  would  be  taught  with  geo- 
graphy, of  which  I  shall  speak  immediately. 

The  great  difficulty  is  to  choose  what  is  suitable  to  the  pupils,  A. 
hook  would  be  necessary,  which  would,  at  the  same  time,  explain  the 
system  to  be  adopted,  and  expose  the  more  useful  and  interesting 
rudiments. 

In  Mineralogy,  after  having  enumerated  the  principal  minerals,  from 
the  most  common  to  the  most  precious,  and  making  the  pupils  especially 
acquainted  with  those  within  their  reach,  there  should  be  revealed  to 
them  the  wonders  concealed  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  some  details 
>>iven  of  the  working  of  mines,  of  metallurgy,  and  of  petrifaction,  i^c. 
Geology  would  furnish  curious  instructions,  which  are  interesting  to 
religion  and  the  history  of  the  human  race. 

In  Botany  it  would  be  sufficient  to  instruct  the  more  advanced  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  organization  of  the  most  perfect  plants,  the  con- 
ditions and  development  of  vegetation,  aud  afterwards  to  familiarize 
them  with  the  names  and  properties  of  the  vegetables  of  the  country, 
of  the  fruit,  and  forest  trees,  of  the  shrubs,  of  the  useful  and  various 
plants,  and  of  the  flowers  which  adorn  the  fields,  the  garden,  and  the 
forest    There  is  no  special  scientific  preparation  required  for  this:  and 

VOIm  XX.  2  u 
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Appendix  K.  tke  commoD  names  should  always  be  preferred  to  tlie  scientifie.  A 
Appendix  to  ^'^^7  co™™on  wild  flower  would  serve  as  a  guide  to  this  branch  of 
Report  on     ^    teaching.    , 

"  K***"*!!!^"  **£  ^^  Apology  nearly  the  same  method  should  be  pursued  as  in  botany^ 
common  ^  ^^®  ^^''^®  *°^  insects  of  the  country  should  form  the  subject  of  instnic- 
things/*  by  tioD.  The  natural  history  of  the  ant  and  bee  presents  great  interest, 
Wm,M  Crtedj,  5;}^^  marvellous  organization  of  the  smallest  insect,and  of  the  animalcule^ 
^  to  which  a  drop  of  water  is  a  world,  may  be  shown  by  the  aid  of  the 

microscope.  The  services  which  the  domestic  animals  render  to  man 
should  be  dwelt  upon.  The  children  should  be  made  to  understand 
the  superiority  of  man  over  other  living  creatures,  with  whom  he  Iiaa 
many  relations  of  organization,  and  material  condition — but  from  which 
he  is  essentially  distinguished  by  reason,  by  the  sentiments  of  the 
beautiful  and  the  becoming,  of  justice  and  injustice — by  the  religious  sen- 
timent, a  divine  instinct,  which,  at  the  same  time  that  it  attests  for  the 
human  race  a  higher  origin  than  that  of  the  animals,  is  to  man  an 
assuranco  of  another  future  than  that  which  awaits  them. 

Thus  the  description  of  the  outward  and  inward  man,  the  phydcal 
and  moral  man,  would  complete  this  study  of  nature,  and  would,  at  the 
^ame  time,  serve  as  a  foundation  and  preparation  for  that  of  religion, 
morality,  and  the  philosophy  of  health. 

In  Natural  Ph'dotophy,  the  teacher  should  apply  himself  to  explaining 
io  the  pupils  the  most  common  phenomena,  such  as  rain,  dew,  saow, 
4nd  hail,  thunder  and  lightning,  the  rainbow,  water-spouts,  falling 
stars,  kz. 


Appendix  E. 

Valve  of  Natubal  Histobt  as  a  Bsanch  of  Edugatioh  for  all 

Classes. 

Natural  history  is  very  little  estimated  as  it  ought  to  be.  Three  con- 
siderations recommend  it  as  a  most  important  branch  of  study  for  bop 
and  youths  in  the  school  and  academy. 

1.  I  regard  natural  history,  when  judiciously  and  faithfully  taught, 
as  one  of  the  best  preservatives  against  irrcligion.  Young  people  enter 
into  life,  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  one  hundred,  as  ignorant  oi  natorol 
history  as  the  boy  of  his  father's  library,  which  he  has  only  seen  throug^h 
the  glass  doors  of  the  book-case.  The  natural  world,  instead  of  a  livmgy 
is  actually  a  dead  world  to  the  mass  of  educated  persons.  They  know 
little  or  nothing  of  its  facts,  and  absolutely  nothing  of  its  science.  It 
is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  most  educated  persons  look  upon  the 
works  of  God,  in  the  visible  world,  with  as  little  emotion  or  thought  as 
upon  the  works  of  man.  They  have  no  settled  opinion,  no  habitual 
feeling,  that  a  tree  is  a  piece  of  more  admirable  mechanism  and  work- 
manship than  the  group  of  Laocoon,  the  Parthenon,  the  transfiguration 
of  Raphael,  or  the  Cliurch  of  St.  Peter's.  But,  if  young  people  were 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  important  and  interesting  &cts  of 
natural  history,  and  faithfully  instructed  in  its  curiosities  and  wondeis, 
with  an  express  view  to  illustrate  the  power,  wisdom,  and  benevolence 
of  God,  can  we  doubt  that  they  would  grow  up  with  such  deep  and 
fixed  opinions  on  those  important  points,  as  to  have  no  avenue  for 
doubts,  either  in  early  manhood,  or  in  la£er  years  ?  Is  it  possible  that 
youth  can  appreciate  rightly  these  attributes  of  their  Maker,  Ruler,  and 
Judge,  when  they  are  so  lamentably  ignorant  of  his  works  1 

2.  The  second  advantage  to  which  I  refer  is,  that  this  knowledge, 
more  than  any  other,  except  religion  (and  what  is  natural  history  but 
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tlie  handmaid  of  religion  X)  becomes  a  perpetual  companion  by  land  or  Appendix  K. 
by  8ea,  in  the  town  or  in  the  conn  try.  ^     idix  to 

3.  A  third  coDsideration  is,  that  the  curious  and  interesting  facts  of  iJpMi  on 
natural  history  are  an  inexhaustible  and  varied  fund  for  social  inter-  Kzunlnttion  in 
coaTse  j  so  that  many  an  hour,  now  passed  in  frivolous  or  useless,  if  pot  ^m^^"****  ^ 
pernicious  conversation,  would  be  both  agreeably  and  instructively  thlngi/*  bj 
£pent. — GrimJce.  Wni.M*Cra«df, 
E»q. 

Appendix  L. 

On  the  Studt  of  Physics  as  a  Bbanoh  of  Education  for  all  Classes. 

Witii  regard  to  our  working  people,  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term 
ixrorking,  the  study  of  physics  would,  I  imagine,  be  profitable,  not  only 
as  a  means  of  mental  culture,  but  also  as  a  moral  influence  to  woo  these 
people  from  pursaits  which  now  degrade  them.  A  man's  reformation 
oftener  depends  upon  the  indirect  than  upon  the  direct  action  of  the  wilL 
The  will  must  be  exerted  in  the  choice  of  emplojnnent,  which  shall 
break  the  force  of  temptation  by  erecting  a  barrier  against  it  The. 
drunkard,  for  example,  is  in  a  perilous  condition,  if  he  content  himself 
merely  with  saying,  or  swearing,  that  he  will  avoid  strong  drink.  His 
thoughts,  if  not  attracted  by  another  force,  will  revert  to  the  public- 
house,  and  to  rescue  him  permanently  from  this,  you  must  give  him  an 
equivalent.  It  would,  certainly,  be  worth  experiment  to  ti^  what  the 
ETtudy  of  physics  would  do  here.  By  investing  the  objects  of  hourly 
intercourse  with  an  interest  which  prompts  reflection,  new  enjoyments' 
would  be  open  to  the  working  man,  and  every  one  of  these  woidd  be  a 
point  of  force  to  protect  him  against  temptation.  Besides  this,  our 
fJEustories  and  onr  foundries  present  an  extensive  field  of  observation, 
and  were  those  who  work  in  them  rendered  capable,  by  previous  ciil- 
tnre,  of  appreciating  what  they  see,  the  results  to  science  would  be 
incalculable.  Who  can  say  what  inidlectual  Sampsons  are  at  the  pre-- 
9ent  moment  toiling  icith  closed  eyes  in  ike  mills  and  forges  of  Man'- 
Chester  and  Birmingham  ?  Grant  these  Sampsons  sight ;  give  them 
some  knowledge  of  physics,  and  you  multiply  the  chances  of  discovery, 
and,  vntli,  them,  the  prospects  of  national  advancefnent.  In  our  multi<« 
tudinous  technical  operations  we  are  constantly  playing  with  forces 
vrhere  our  ignorance  is  often  the  cause  of  our  destruction .  There  are 
agencies  at  work  in  a  locomotive  of  which  the  maker  of  it,  probably, 
never  dreamed,  but  which,  nevertheless,  may  be  sufficient  to  convert  it 
into  an  engine  of  death.  Again,  when  we  reflect  on  the  intellectual 
condition  of  the  people  who  work  in  our  coal  mines,  those  terrific 
explosions  which  occur  from  time  to  time  need  not  astonish  us.  If 
these  men  possessed  sufficient  physical  knowledge,  I  doubt  not^  frmn 
the  operatives  themselves  woald  emanate  a  system,  by  which  these 
shocking  accidents  might  be  effectually  avoided.  If  they  possessed 
the  knowledge,  their  personal  interests  would  furnish  the  necessary 
stimulus  to  its  practical  application  ;  and  thus  two  ends  would  be 
served  at  the  same  time — the  elevation  of  the  men,  and  the  diminu- 
tion <^  the  calamity. — Professor  TyndalL 


Appendix  M. 

On  the  Study  of  PuYsioLopT  as  a  Bbanoh  of  Education  for  all 

Classes. 

But  I  have  yet  to  speak  of  that,  through  which,  I  believe,  the  general 
teaching  of  physiology  would  exercise  the  greatest  influence  upon  the 
mind ;  namely,  its  being,  essentially,  a  science  of  designs  and  final 
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Appemoix  K.  canses.  In  this  (if  we  regard  it  in  its  full  meaning,  as  the  science  con- 
Appesdiz  to  Corning  living  things.)  it  is  chiefly  in  contraet  with  the  physical  sci- 
Beport  on  cnces.  and,  so  far  as  1  know,  with  nearly  all  the  other  studies  of  even 
BnminatioB  in  the  widest  scheme  of  education. 

common   **  *       ^  ^^  °^*  ^7  *^*^  ^^  ^^  ^^^Y  ^°  living  things  that  we  can  discern  the 
thing!,"  by        evidences  of  design.    Doubtless,  things  that  are  dead — things  what  we 
Wm.M'Cr6ody,  f^w  inorganic,  when  we  would  distinguish  them  from  living  organisms — 
'^'  are  yet  purposive,  and  mutually  adapted  to  co-operate  in  the  fulfilment 

of  design.  We  cannot  doubt,  for  example,  that  all  the  parts  of  this 
dead  earth,  and  all  the  members  of  our  planetary  system,  are  adapted 
to  one  another  with  mutual  influence,  balanced  and  laid  out  in  appro- 
priate weight  and  measure,  fitted  each  to  do  its  jmrt,  and  serve  its 
purpose,  in  some  vast  design ;  aud  thus  the  whole  universe  might  be 
called  an  organism,  constructed  in  parts  and  systems  almost  infinite  in 
number  and  variety,  but  adjusted  with  an  all-pervading  purpose.  Still 
there  is  a  striking  diflference  between  dead  and  living  things,  in  the 
degree  and  manner  in  which  their  laws  and  their  designs  are  manifest 
to  us.  In  the  iuorganic  world,  in  the  studies  of  the  physical  sciences, 
we  seem  to  come  nearer  to  the  efficient  than  to  the  final  causes  of 
events;  we  discern,  it  may  be,  both  the  most  general  laws,  and  the 
most  minute  details  of  the  events;  but  these  rarely  shadow  forth  their 
purpose  or  design;  or,  if  they  do,  it  is  a  design  in  adaptation  to  organic 
life,  as  where  we  may  trace  the  fitness  of  the  earth  and  air  for  their 
fivinji:  occupants.  But,  in  the  inorganic  world,  the  reverse  is  true; 
purpose,  design,  and  mutual  fitness  are  manifest,  wherever  we  can  dis- 
cern the  structure  or  the  actions  of  a  part ;  utility  and  mutual  depend- 
ance  are  implied  in  all  the  language,  and  sought  in  all  the  studies  cf 
physiology.  The  efficient  causes  and  the  general  laws  of  the  vital 
actions  may  be  hidden  from  the  keenest  search;  but  their  final  causes 
are  often  nearly  certain.  In  the  sciences  of  the  inorganic  world,  wo 
can  learn  how  changes  are  accomplished ;  but  we  can  rarely  tell  tr^y 
they  are.  In  those  of  the  organic  world,  the  question  "  why  "  can  be 
often  answered ;  the  question  '*  how  "  is  generally  an  enigma  that  we 
cannot  solve. 

Now,  were  there  no  other  argument  for  the  general  teaching  of  phy- 
siology, I  would  be  content  with  this ; — that  an  education  which  does 
not  include  the  teaching  of  some  science  of  natural  designs,  does  not. 
provide  for  the  instruction  of  one  of  the  best  powers  and  aspirations  of 
the  mind. 

The  askings  of  children  seem  to  indicate  a  natural  desire  after  the 
knowledge  of  the  purposes  fulfilled  in  nature.  *'  Why  V  and  "  Of  what 
use  V  arc  the  ends  of  half  of  their  untutored  questions;  and  we  may  be 
sure  they  have  not  the  wish  for  such  knowledge  without  the  power  of 
attaining  it,  if  the  needful  help  be  given  to  them.  And  yet,  in  the 
usual  subjects  of  education,  nothing  addresses  itself  to  this  desire,  and 
so  there  is  not  only  a  neglect  of  the*  teaching  of  the  peculiar  modes  of 
reasoning  required  or  admitted  in  physiological  research;  but  the 
natural  love  aud  capacity  for  studying  design  arc  left  to  spend  them- 
pelvcH,  untrained,  upon  some  unworthy  objects ;  and  so  they  fade  or 
degenerate — degeuerate,  perhaps,  into  some  such  baseness  as  an  imper- 
tinent curiosity  about  other  men's  matters. 

I  would,  therefore,  have  physiology  taught  to  all,  as  a  study  of  GodV 
designs,  and  purposes  achieved;  as  a  science  for  which  our  natural 
desire  after  the  knowledge  of  final  causes  seems  to  have  been  destined ; 
a  science  in  which  that  desire,  though  it  were  infinite,  might  be  satis- 
fied ;  and  in  which,  as  with  perfect  models  of  beneficence  and  wisdom, 
our  own  faculties  of  design  may  bo  instructed.     I  would  not  have  its 
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teaching  limited  to  a  bare  declaration  of  the  use  and  exact  fitness  of  Appendix  K. 
each  part  or  organ  of  the  body.     This,  indeed,  should  not  be  admitted;  Appendix  to 
for  there  are  noble  truths  in  the  simplest  demonstrations  of  the  fitness  Report  on 
of  parts  for  their  simplest -purposes,  and  no  study  has  been  made  more  Examination  in 
attractive  than  this  by  the  ingenuity,  the  acuteness,  and  eloquence  of  ^^^^^^  ^*° 
its  teachers.     But  I  would  go  beyond  this,  and  striving,  as  I  said  thingn,"  >>y 
before,  to  teach  general  truths,  as  well  as  the  details  of  science,  T  would  Wm.M*Cre«dy, 
try  to  lead  the  mind  to  the  contemplation  of  those  general  designs,    '^' 
from  which  it  might  gather  the  best  lessons  for  its  own  guidance. 

If  I  may  presume  to  speak  as  I  would  to  boys  or  girls,  I  would  say, 
let  us  learn  frugality  from  some  of  the  designs  that  we  can  study  in  the 
living  body;  and  surely  the  lesson  may  be  the  more  impressive,  if  we 
remember  that  we  are  studying  the  frugality  of  One,  whose  power  and 
materials  are  infinite. 

Observe,  for  example,  what  happens  during  active  exercise;  how  the 
heart  beats  quicker  and  harder  tlian  it  did  before,  and  the  skin  grows 
ivarmer  and  ruddier,  and  the  blood  moves  ^ter,  and  the  breathing  is 
quicker.  The  main  design  of  this  seems  to  be,  that  the  active  muscles 
may  be  more  abundantly  supplied  with  blood.  But  the  beginning  in 
the  series  of  changes,  is  an  instance  of  that  designed  frugality  of  which 
I  have  been  speaking.  Veins,  carrying  blood  to  the  heart,  lie,  as  you 
see,  branching  and  communicating  under  the  skin;  and  there  are  others 
like  them,  deeper  set  among  the  muscles  of  both  the  limbs,  and  the 
trunk.  Now,  muscles,  when  they  act,  shorten  and  swell  up:  and  in  so 
doing,  (as  in  active  exercise),  they  compress  the  veins  that  lie  between 
them,  or  upon  them,  underneath  the  skin.  The  effect  of  such  compres- 
sion must  be  to  press  the  blood  in  every  vein  equally  in  both  directions 
' — ^both  onwards  towards  the  heart  and  backwards  from  it.  All  that  part 
of  this  pressure  which  is  effective  in  propelling  the  blood  towards  the 
heart  is  so  much  added  to  the  forces  of  the  circulation;  it  is  so  much 
direct  gain  of  force.  But  it  may  seem  as  if  this  gain  were  balanced  by 
aa  equal  loss,  through  the  influence  of  the  same  pressure  driving  other 
portions  of  the  blood  backwards.  And  so  it  would.be,  but  for  the 
arrangement  of  valves  in  the  veins,  which  are  the  instruments  of  this 
saving  of  force.  Wherever  there  arc  muscles  that  in  their  action  can 
compress  the  veins,  there,  also,  the  veins  have  valves;  and  a  diagram 
or  a  model  would  show  that  these  are  little  pocket-shaped  membranes 
which  project  into  the  canals  of  the  veins  in  such  a  manner  that  they 
will  allow  the  streams  of  blood  to  pass  onwards  to  the  heart,  but  will 
close  at  once,  and  hinder  any  stream  that  would  flow  backwards.  Thus, 
therefore,  the  effect  of  muscular  pressure  on  the  veins,  is  (let  us  say), 
with  a  certain  force,  to  propel  some  blood  towards  the  heart,  and  with 
the  same  force,  to  press  back  other  blood  upon  the  valves  and  close 
them.  You  will  say,  then,  here  is  still  the  same  hindrance :  if  the 
valves  be  closed,  the  stream  behind  them  must  be  stopped,  and  there  is 
as  much  loss  as  gain.  It  would  be  so,  if  there  were  not  this  other 
provision :  that  wherever  there  can  be  muscular  pressure  upon  veins, 
those  veins  not  only  have  valves,  but  have  abundant  channels  of  com- 
munication with  one  another.  The  back  pressure  of  the  blood,  and  the 
closure  of  the  valves,  is  therefore  no  hindrance  to  the  circul.ition ;  for 
the  blood  that  might  be  stopped  in  one  vein,  makes  its  way  at  once 
into  another,  by  some  communicating  branch.  The  general  result, 
therefore,  is  that  all  muscular  pressure  upon  veins  is  an  almost  unal- 
loyed advantage  to  the  circulation.  And  now  mark  the  frugality  of 
the  design.  Veins  muM  lie  in  or  near  these  places,  and  the  muscles 
must  act  (suppose  for  some  design  of  our  own)  ;  and  if  they  are  to  be 
in  every  active  exercise,  they  will  need  swifter  streams  of  blood  than 
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Appswdix  K.  ^iii  suffice*  in  tbeir  repose.     The  streams  could  be  made  swifter  by  a 

Appendix  to      greater  force  of  the  heart;  but  heart-force  is  a  thing  to  be  economized; 

JUport  qpi         and  the  muscles  themselves  may,  without  harm^  contribute  to  accelerate 

"* lc"owrd*°  *^  ^^®  blood :  for  in  the  fulfilment  of  their  primary  purpose,  of  moving  and 

common^  ***     sustaining  the  limbs  and  trunk,  they  must  swell  up  and  compress  the 

^ngs,*'  bjr        -veins  that  are  about  them ;  and  this  compression  can  be  made  eflective 

Wm.M'Creedy,  fQj.  ^he  circulation  of  the  blood  by  the  mechanism  of  valves.     So  then, 

in  the  necessary  fulfilment  of  their  primary  use,  and  without  the  leapt 

hindrance  or  damage  to  it,  the  muscles  are  made  to  serve  this  secondary 

purpose,  and  all  that  they  do  herein  is  so  much  saved  to  the  forces  of 

the  heart. 

Scarcely  a  lesson  in  physiology  could  be  given  but  it  might  illustrate 
some  such  design  as  this.  Everywhere  we  see  examples  of  parts  thus 
made  to  serve  by-parposes  while  fulfilling  their  primary  designs. 

I  will  mention  but  one  more.  All  know  that  the  air  we  have  once 
breathed  is  less  fit  for  breathing  than  it  was  before,  and  that  if  we 
breathe  the  same  air  often,  it  becomes  poisonous,  through  the  mixture 
of  the  carbonic  acid,  aud  other  exhalations  from  the  lungs.  We  mast 
breathe  out  the  air,  therefore,  as  so  much  refuse ;  and  ample  provision 
is  made  that  we  may  do  so ;  and  it  might  seem  design  enough  fulfilled 
when  we  are  thus  freed  from  our  own  poison.  But  is  it  not  an  admirable 
secondary  design,  an  admirable  frugality,  a  true  wisdom  by-the-way, 
that,  with  this  same  air  we  speak ;  that  this,  which  we  must  cast  out 
lest  it  destroy  us,  should  be  used  for  oue  of  the  noblest  powers  of  man  1 
Surely,  one  might  have  supposed,  for  so  great  a  purpose  as  the  com- 
munion of  human  thoughts,  and  for  all  that  speech  aud  vocal  melody 
can  achieve,  there  would  be  contrived  some  matchless  instrument,  some 
rare  material  But  no  :  the  instruments  of  human  speech  are  scarcely 
more  complex  organs  than  those  which  dumb  creatures /have  to  breathe 
and  feed  with ;  and  the  material  human  speech  carries  out  the  refuse 
of  the  blood ;  the  very  dross  of  the  body  is  used  for  the  coinage  of  the 
.mind. 

Such  might  be  some  lessons  in  that  divine  frugality  which  is  ever 
^gathering  up  the  fragments  that  remain,  that  nothing  be  lost.*  The 
moral  of  such  lessons  is  very  plain. 

Not  less  significant  are  those  which  may  be  studied  in  the  designs 
of  the  body  during  its  development.  All  tliese  arc  instances  of  present 
things  havinff  their  true  purpose  in  some  future  state. 
Let  me  endeavour  to  illustrate  some  of  them. 
I  have  here  models  of  the  changes  that  the  chick  undergoes  in  ita 
development ;  and  what  they  show  might  sufiice  for  teaching  the  de- 
velopment of  higher  creatures.  Now,  nearly  all  we  sec  here  is  the 
workin^out  of  a  design,  which  cannot  have  its  full  end  till  some  future 
time.  These  win^s  and  legs — of  what  avail  are  they  to  the  prisoner 
in  the  shell?  Their  purpose  is  not  yet  fulfilled ;  they  are  for  the  future. 
But  if  these  be  too  plain  to  be  impressive,  let  us  look  at  more  particu- 
lar things. 

Observe  the  changes  through  which  the  heart  passes  from  its  first 
appearance  as  a  little  pulsating  bag,  to  its  being  nearly  fit  for  the 
time  when  the  hatched  bird  will  breathe  in  the  open  air.  The  changes 
are  not  merely  a  growth  from  a  little  heart  to  a  big  one,  but  are  a 
series  of  acquirements  of  more  complex  shapes;  so  that  the  heart, 
which  at  first  is  a  simple  bag,  then  becomes  very  curved,  and  then 
divides  into  two,  and  then  into  three  and  four  cavities.  Now,  doubt- 
less, i^  each  of  these  conditions,  tl^e  heart  is  exactly  appropriate  to  the 
contemporary  state  of  the  other  organs,  and  the  circumstances  of  the 
time  of  life ;  but  each  of  them  is,  besides,  a  necessary  stage  of  transition 
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towards  that  more  perfect  state — that  fitness  for  more  complex  duties —  Appendix  K. 

which  the  heart  attains  when  the  bird  is  bom  to  breathe  with  lunffs  *      TT*, 

.,  .  o    Appendix  to 

in  the  open  air.  Report  on 

But  I  would  descend  yet  lower,  and,  magnifying  the  wonders  of  Examination  in 
these  plans  for  the  future,  by  diminishing  (as  it  may  seem  to  some)  the  "Knowledge  of 
importance  of  the  objects  in  which  they  are  displayed,  would  trace  the  things!"  by 
development  of  a  single  blood-cell  in  a  tadpole,  i.e.,  in  the  young  fish-  Wm.M'Creody, 
like  embryo  of  a  frog,  such  as  nearly  every  pool  would  supply  in  the  ^"^^ 
spring  time,  and  such  as  magnified  sketches  would  fully  illustrate. 

By  a  blood- cell,  I  mean  one  of  those  microscopic  particles  by  which 
the  blood  is  coloured  red — particles  so  minute,  that,  in  our  own  bloody 
about  ten  millions  might  lie  on  a  square  inch  of  surface. 

In  the  earliest  period  of  active  life  of  these  tadpoles,  the  little  black 
and  fish-like  body  is  composed  almost  wholly  of  minute  cells,  among 
which  you  can  trace,  with  even  powerful  microscopes,  scarce  any 
difference.  You  could  not  tell  the  future  destiny  of  any  of  them  by 
their  present  characters — they  look  all  alike.  But  presently,  as  they 
increase  in  number,  a  difierencing  begins  among  them,  and  a  sorting 
of  them  ;  and  some  arrange  themselves  for  a  spinal  column,  and 
some  for  muscles;  and  some  arc  seen  to  be  placed  where  the  first 
streams  of  blood  are  to  run,  and  some  are  clustered  where  the  heart 
w^ill  be.  At  first  those  that  are  to  be  blood-cells  are  round  and  darkly 
shaded,  and  contain  yellowish  particles,  many  of  which  are  like  four- 
sided  crystals  of  some  fatty  substance.  But,  in  a  day  or  two,  the  cells 
begin  to  move  and  circulate  in  the  channels  in  which  they  were 
arranged ;  and  then,  as  we  watch  them  day  by  day,  they  gradually 
change.  The  particles  within  them  become  smaller  and  less  numerous, 
and  collect  near  to  their  borders,  while  their  centres,  clearing  up,  show 
an  enclosed  smaller  body  or  nucleos.  Moreover,  as  these  changes 
proceed,  the  cells  which  were  before  colourless,  acquire  gradually  a 
deeper  and  deeper  blood  tint,  and  exchange  their  round  for  an  oval 
shape,  till,  by  the  time  that  all  the  particles  they  first  contained  are 
cleared  away,  as  if  by  solution,  they  have  become  peifect  blood-cells^ 
nearly  like  those  which  colour  the  blood  of  the  completely-developed 
frog. 

The  time  required  for  these  changes  depends  much  on  the  tempen^ 
ture  and  degree  of  light  to  which  the  creature  is  exposed.  It  may 
vary  from  one  to  three  or  more  weeks  ;  and  we  can  thus  deliberately 
watch  the  development  of  a  blood-cell,  day  by  day,  until  it  reaches  that 
which  we  may  call  its  perfection.  In  this  state  the  cells  abide  for  a 
time  unchanging,  and  then  decline  and  give  place  to  another  set  of 
blood-cells,  each  of  which  is  developed  through'  a  series  of  changes 
different,  indeed,  from  those  that  I  have  described,  but  not  less  numerous 
or  complex. 

Now,  such  is  the  life,  up  to  the  period  of  perfection,  of  every  blood- 
cell  in  this  trivial  creature.  And  so  it  is  in  ourselves.  Of  the  millions 
of  those  cells  that  colour  our  blood,  not  one  reaches  its  perfection  but 
through  changes  as  numerous  and  as  great  as  these. 

Perhaps  the  wonder  is  augmented  if  we  thiuk  that,  in  the  embryo, 
the  changes  proceed  with  equal  steps^  in  all  the  cells  at  once  :  there  is 
exact  concert  among  them  ;  if  I  may  so  speak,  they  all  keep  time.  Nor 
is  the  harmony  limited  to  them :  for  their  development  is  exactly 
adjusted  to  that  of  every  other  part ;  successive  changes  are  exactly 
concurrent  in  every  part  at  once ;  so  that,  though  all  are  continually 
changing,  they  never  lose  their  mutual  fitness. 

I  might  cite  more  instances  of  these  plans  for  futurity,  but  they  are 
nearly  infinite ;  for  in  truth  (and  -^htii  a  moral  there  is  in"  such  a  truth  I) 
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▲FrxNDiz  K.  in  tbe  living  world,  nothing  is  made  at  once  fit  for  the  bigbest  purposes 
Appendix  to  ^^  which  it  may  be  capable.  In  all  tbe  conntless  crowds  of  living 
Report  on  beings — in  all  the  countless  particles  of  each — ^there  is  not  one  but  in 
Jj^°J*J2^^  the  history  of  its  life  we  may  read  a  gradual  attainment  of  its  higbef^t 
eonmon*^  *  destiny :  not  one  but  has  a  time  in  which  its  true  purpose  is  yet 
thjngt,*'  by  future,  its  trne  design  yet  unfilled ;  and  although,  even  in  its  rudiment 
Wm.M*Ciieedj,  {^  jg  ^ot  useless,  yet  there  will  be  a  time  when,  with  higher  powers, 
^*  it  will  take  part  in  the  designs  of  some  more  perfect  state.     So  wide  b 

that  law  which  has  its  highest  instance  in  the  history  and  fatnre 
destiny  of  man  himself. 

But  the  evidence  of  the  design  of  living  bodies  for  conditions  that 
are  yet  future,  seems  to  culminate  in  the  proofs  of  their  capacity  to 
repair  injuries  and  to  recover  from  diseases. 

It  is  surely  only  because  it  is  so  familiar  that  we  think  lightly,  if  at 
all,  of  the  fact  that  living  bodies  are  capable  of  repairing  most  of  the 
injuries  they  may  sustain  ;  and  that,  in  this  capacity,  they  show  that 
provision  has  been  made  in  them  for  events  of  which  it  is  not  certain 
whether  they  will  ever  occur  to  them  or  not  When  we  contemplate 
the  perfect  living  body,  the  exact  fitness  of  every  part  for  its  office,  not 
as  an  independent  agent,  but  as  one  whose  work  must  be  done  in  due 
proportion  with  that  of  many  others,  is  a  very  marvellous  thing; 
but  it  seems  much  more  marvellous  that,  in  the  embryo,  each  of  these 
parts  was  made  fit  for  offices  and  relations  that  were  then  future.  But 
surely  more  marvellous  than  all  it  is,  that  each  of  these,  when  perfect, 
should  still  have  capacity  for  right  action  in  events  that  are  not  only 
future,  but  unlikely  ;  that  are  indeed  possible,  but  are  in  only  so  low 
a  degree  probable,  that  if  ever  they  happen  they  will  be  called  acci- 
dents— as  things  not  to  be  expected  or  provided  for. 

Let  me  describe  a  process  of  repair,  and  describe  it  so  simply,  as  it 
might  be  to  school-boys  : — 

All  know,  or  can  feel,  their  Achilles-tendons  behind  their  ankles, 
and  that  these,  strong  as  they  are,  are  sometimes  broken  by  a  violent 
contraction  of  their  muscles.  I  know  not  how  small — how  almost 
infinitely  small — the  chance  is  that  any  given  man  or  quadruped 
would  ever  break  this  or  any  other  part ;  but  small  as  the  chance  may 
be,  ample  provision  is  made  for  its  repair.  How  this  is  accomplished 
may  be  again  illustrated  by  diagrams. 

When  the  tendon  in  such  an  animal  as  the  rabbit  is  divided,  its 
pieces  separate  to  nearly  an  inch  apart,  the  upper  piece  being  drawn 
up  by  the  unrestricted  action  of  its  muscles.  The  muscles,  no  longer 
fastened  by  the  tendon  to  the  heel-bone,  are  thus  rendered  useless ;  and 
the  object  of  the  reparative  process  must  be  to  form  a  bond  of  con- 
nexion between  the  separated  pieces  of  the  tendon. 

In  the  two  days  following  such  an  injury,  all  the  structures  between 
and  around  the  ends  of  the  divided  tendon  appear  soaked  with  a  half- 
liquid  substance,  the  product  of  inflammation.  And  thus  far  we  see 
no  plan  for  uniting  the  separated  pieces ;  there  is  no  more  of  this  new 
substance  in  the  line  between  them  than  there  is  around  them ;  and  all 
tbe  new  substance  appears  alike.  But  in  the  course  of  two  days  more, 
we  find  that  fresh  material  is  deposited  between  the  separated  pieces 
of  the  tendons,  and  that  it  is  firmer  than  that  around,  and  has  firm 
bold  on  the  euds  of  the  separated  pieces,  and  connects  them,  though  as 
yet  (if  I  may  so  say)  only  clumsily.  After  this,  however,  each  day  finds 
the  connecting  substance  becoming  firmer,  tougher,  and  more  like  the 
texture  of  the  tendon  itsel£  Each  day,  too,  it  becomes  more  defined 
from  the  surrounding  parts  ;  and  this  it  does,  not  only  because  itself 
becomes  more  exactly  shaped,  but  because  they  regain  their  natural 
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texture.    And  observe  the  distinct  design  which  is  shown  in  this  coH'  Appkndix  K. 
trast.    At  first;  all  the  parts  at  and  about  the  seat  of  injury  were  soaked  .      Id^to  ' 
with  a  similar  material;  but  now  that  portion  of  this  material  which  Report  on 
lay  in  the  place  for  the  formation  of  the  connecting  bond,  has  remained  Examination  in 
and  contributed  to  the  repair ;  but  that  portion  of  it  which  was  more  ^o™^^*^**  *' 
remote,  and  could  serve  no  useful  purpose,  has  been  cleared  away.         things,"  by 

At  the  end  of  a  week,  in  the  rabbit,  a  complete  cord-like  bond  of  Wm.M'Creedy, 
union  is  formed,  and  the  muscles  can  act  again.  By  this  time,  too,  the  ^^' 
bond  has  gained  nearly  the  perfect  texture  and  the  toughness  of  the 
original  tendon.  I  once  tried  the  strength  of  such  a  bond  of  connexion, 
which  had  been  forming  for  ten  days  after  the  division  of  the  Achilles 
tendon  of  a  young  rabbit.  Having  removed  it  from  the  dead  body,  I 
suspended  weights  upon  it,  and,  after  bearing  weights  of  twenty,  thirty, 
forty,  and  fifty  pounds,  it  was  at  length  broken  by  a  weight  of  fifty-six 
pounds.  But  surely  the  strength  it  showed  was  very  wonderful,  if  we 
remember  that  it  was  not  more  than  the  sixth  of  an  inch  in  its  greatest 
thickness,  and  that  it  was  wholl v  formed  in  ten  days,  in  the  leg  of  a 
rabbit  scarcely  more  than  a  pound  in  weight. 

I  might  illustrate  the  process  of  repair  by  instances  as  perfect  as 
these,  observed  after  injuries  of  many,  almost  of  any,  parts.  And  I 
might,  as  in  the  instance  of  development,  magnify  its  excellence  by 
showing  it  in  what  we  are  apt  to  call  trivial  creatures,  or  even  by 
showing  that,  in  general,  those  lower  species  of  animals,  that  have  least 
means  of  escape  or  defence  from  mutilation,  appear  to  bQ  endowed  with 
the  most  ample  powers  of  repair.  But  time  will  not  permit  this,  nor 
yet  that  I  should  show  how  many  lessons  of  practical  utility  might  be 
engrafted  on  the  teaching  of  a  process  such  as  this,  or  how  the  main 
principles  of  the  surgery  of  injuries  are  based  on  the  recognition  of  the 
natural  power  of  recovery.  Nearly  its  whole  practice  consists  in  the 
prevention  of  any  interference,  with  that  to  which  there  is,  in  the  very 
nature  of  the  body,  as  great  a  tendency,  as  there  is  for  the  embryo  to 
be  developed  into  the  perfect  creature.  Using  the  facts  of  the  repara- 
tive process  only  for  the  present  purpose  of  showing  how  physiology 
might  be  taught  as  the  chief  science  of  designs,  I  would  say  that  the 
arguments  of  design,  which  are  here  displayed,  arc  such  as  cannot  be 
impugned  by  the  suspicion,  that  the  events  among  which  each  living 
thing  is  cast  have  determined  its  adaptation  to  them  ;  because  the  adap- 
tations here  noted  prove  capacities  for  things  that  arc  future  and  on^ 
not  impossible. 

I  will  mention  but  one  more  instance  of  general  design  which  I 
think  should  not  be  omitted  in  the  teaching  of  physiology  to  whatever 
class  of  students — that,  namely,  of  the  adaptation  of  animals  in  their 
decay ;  how  as  they  do  not  live,  so  neither  do  they  decay  or  die,  for 
themselves  alone,  but  ministering  to  others'  good. 

The  chief  evidence  of  this  is  in  the  provision  that  the  decaying  parts 
of  animals  yield  the  materials  from  which  the  vegetable  kingdom 
derives  its  chief  supply  of  food.  In  the  ordinary  decomposition  of  the 
dead  body,  many  of  the  products  are  the  very  materials  from  which,  as 
they  are  mingled  with  the  earth  and  atmosphere,  each  plant  takes  its 
food.  But  it  is  not  alone  through  this  decay  in  death,  that  animals 
restore  to  the  vegetable  world  the  materials  which  they  have,  for  their 
own  foody  derived  from  it.  The  same  rule  is  fnlfilled  in  the  decay  of 
life,  i.  e.  in  those  changes  which  occur  when  the  particles  of  the  animal 
body,  having  served  their  purpose,  or  lived  their  full  time  in  it,  are 
then  to  be  cast  out  as  refuse.  For  in  all  these  changes,  which  are  a 
part  of  that  constant  mutation  of  particles  through  which  the  body 
remains,  through  all  the  time  of  vigorous  life,  the  same,  though  con- 
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Appsndix  K.  tinually  clianging — in  all  these,  tlie  material  which  is  pacing  out,  as 

ApT>«ndi7to      r^fiise,  gradually  approximates,  in  its  transition,  to  the  inorganic  state 

Beport  on         of  matter.     It  is  so  with  the  canonic  acid,  and  other  exhalations  horn 

Esujnination  in  the  lungs  and  skin,  and  with  all  the  class  of  substances  excreted.   And 

common     *  ^  iXviB,  every  form  of  degeneration  or  decay,  whether  in  life  or  after  death, 

things,"  by       may  be  described  as  a  series  of  changes,  through  which  the  elements  of 

Wm.M'Cr«edy,  organic  bodies,  instead  of  being  on  a  sudden  and  with  violence  dispersed, 

^*  are  gradually  collected  into  those  lower  combinations  in  which  they 

may  best  rejoin  the  inorganic,  world  ;  they  are  such  changes,  that  every 

creature  may  be  said  to  decay  and  die,  and  cast  Out  its  refuse  in  the 

form  which  may  bedt  fit  it  to  discharge  its  share  iti  the  economy  of  the 

world, — either  by  supplying  nutriment  to  other  organisms,  or  by  taking 

its  right  part  in  the  adjustment  of  the  balance  held  between  the  organic 

and  inorganic  masses. 

I  have  thus  endeavoured  to  fulfil  my  office,  and  to  show  how  the 
general  teaching  of  physiology  might  do  good  among  its  students.  I 
think  its  advantages  are  such  as  might  be  apprehended  by  students  of 
all  classes  in  society.  I  suppose,  too,  that  for  all  that  part  of  it  which 
can  be  applied  in  the  maintenance  of  health  the  merit  of  utility  would 
be  admitted  ;  and  that,  in  general  terms,  it  would  be  allowed  that  the 
study  of  designs  and  final  causes  should  be  mingled  with  other  studies 
in  any  scheme  of  education  by  which  it  ia  proposed  that  the  whole 
mind  should  be  disciplined,  and  all  modes  of  reasoning  should  be  taught. 
But  still,  the  question  may  be  ashed,  is  it  possible  that  knowledge 
such  as  this,  of  the  methods  of  design,  wiU  rest  with  any  influence  in 
a  mind  that  must  be  engrossed  in  urgent  business,  or  in  household 
cares ;  harassed,  perhaps,  in  struggles  against  poverty,  or  dissipated  in 
the  luxuries  of  wealth  1  It  may  be  very  well  (some  will  say)  to  teach 
these  things  to  the  young,  but  men  and  women  have  other  works  and 
other  pleasures  to  pursue. 

I  know  all  this ;  and  I  hare  overshot  my  mark  if  I  have  urged  any 
teaching  of  which  the  efiects  would  interfere  with  devotion  to  the 
necessary  works  of  later  life.  But  I  suppose  that  if  any  one  will 
watch  his  thoughts  for  a  few  days,  or  even  a  few  honrs,  he  will 
find  that  however  engrossing  may  be  his  cares  or  his  pleasures,  how- 
ever earnest  his  attention  to  what  seems  his  most  urgent  need,  there 
are  yet  intermingling  trains  of  thought  quite  alien  from  these — trains 
into  which  the  mind  falls,  it  knows  not  how,  but  in  which  it  will 
wander,  as  if  resolute  to  refresh  itself.  Now  these  must  be  provided 
for ;  and  90  U  must  he  an  object  of  all  education  to  supply,  in  early  life, 
those  studies  from  which,  in  later  years,  may  arise  reflections  that  may 
mingle  happVy  tvitk  the  business  thoughts  of  common  days;  that  may 
suggest  to  the  reason,  or  even  to  the  imagination,  some  hidden  meaning, 
some  future  purpose,  some  noble  end,  in  the  things  about  us.  Eeflections 
such  as  these  being  interwoven  uni/i  our  common  tf noughts,  may  often  bring 
to  our  life  a  tone  of  joy,  which  its  general  aspect  would  not  wear;  Hie 
brilliant  threads  shot  through  the  texture  of  some  sombre  fabric,  giving  lustre 
to  its  darkness.  But  besides  this  happy  influence  of  the  general  impres- 
sions that  might  remain  in  the  mind  from  the  early  teaching  of  physio- 
logy, I  claim  for  it  the  hope  that  its  principles  might  read  to  some  minds 
lessons  of  the  truest  wisdom. 

The  student  of  Nature's  purposes  should  surely  be  averse  from  lead- 
ing a  purposeless  existence.  Watching  design  in  every  thing  around 
him,  he  could  not  fail,  one  would  think,  to  reflect  often  on  the  purpose 
of  his  own  existence.  And  doing  so,  if  his  mind  were  imbued  with 
the  knowledge  of  the  mutual  fitness  in  which  all  the  members  of  his 
body^  and  all  the  parts  of  the  whole  organic  world,  sobsidt  and  minis- 
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ter  to  each  other's  good,  he  coald  not  conclade  that  he  exiats  for  his  Appendix  K. 

own  sake  alone,  or  that  happiness  would  be  found  separate  from  the  XppendiTto 

offices  of  mutual  help  and  of  universal  good  will.    One  who  is  conversant  Report  on 

vrith  things  that  have  a  purpose  in  the  future  higher  than  that  which  ^JI"™*"}^^'^**1 

they  have  yet  fulfilled,  would  never  think  that  his  own  highest  destiny  ^xnmon    **  ** 

18  yet  achieved.     Though  his  place  among  men  might  be  only  like  things/'  by 

that  of  a  single  particle — like  that  of  a  single  blood-cell  of  the  body —  Wm.M'Creedy, 

yet  would  he  strive  to  concur,  and  take  his  share,  in  all  progressive  ^' 

good.      Nor  would  he  count  that  with  this  life  ended  his  purpose 

would  be  attained ;  but  by  teaching,  or  by  record,  6r  by  some  other 

of  those  mea,ns,  through  which,  in  the  history  of  our  race,  things  that 

in  their  rudiments  seemed  trivial  have  been  developed  into  great 

TesnltF,  he  would  JBtrive  to  ^'achieve,  at  least,  some  useful  work,  the 

fruit  whereof  might  abide.**     Conscious  of  an  immortal  nature,  and  of 

desires  and  capacities  for  knowledge,  which  cannot  be  satisfied  in  this 

world,  he  would  be  sure  that  the  great  law  of  progress  from  a  lower 

to  a  higher  state  would  not  be  abrogated  in  the  divine  government  of 

that  part  of  him  which  cannot  perish,  and  is  not  yet  peifect.     In  him, 

even  the  understanding  would  be  assured  that,  ''as  we  have  borne  the 

image  of  the  earthy,  we  shall  also  bear  the  image  of  the  heavenly;'*  for 

that  is  the  true  lesson  of  development. 

And  because  it  abounds  in  lessons  such  as  these,  I  claim  for  physio- 
logy the  pre-eminence  among  all  sciences,  for  the  clear  and  full  analo- 
gies which  it  displays  between  truths  natural  and  revealed :  and  I 
would  teach  it  everywhere ;  looking  to  its  help,  by  these  analogies,  to 
prove  the  concord  between  knowledge  and  belief,  and  to  mediate  in  the 
ever-pending  conflict  of  intellect  and  faith. — Paget. 
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